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JUDGE SUWMNER: The North Carolina Innocence Inquiry
Comm ssion hearing is called to order this nmorning. This
is the matter of State of North Carolina versus Wllie
Henderson Wnble. It is a Ganville County case, file
nunber 75-CRS-6128. This hearing is open to the public
pursuant to North Carolina General Statute 15A-1468(a). M
name is Quentin T. Summer, | am Superior Court Judge from
Nash County, | amthe Chair of this Comm ssion. And
starting to ny left 1'll have each Comm ssi on nenber
present, and alternate, identify hinself/herself for the
record.

MR SMTH |'m Wade Smith, Comm ssion nenber.

M5. SURGEON. Di ane Surgeon, Conmi ssion nenber.

M5. COVER. Camilla Cover, not normally an alternate

M5. MONTGOMERY-BLINN:  |'m Kendra Mont gonmery-Blinn
executive director of the Conm ssion.

MS. STELLATO  Sharon Stellato, associate director of
t he Commi ssi on.

M5. THOWPSON: Jennifer Thonpson, alternate
Conmmi ssi oner .

SHERI FF VAN DUNCAN:  Sheriff Van Duncan, alternate.

SHERI FF JOHNSON:  Sheriff Susan Johnson, Conmi ssion
menber .

MS. PI CKENS: Barbara Pickens, Comm ssion nenber.

MS. SANDS-BELLE: Aurelia Sands-Belle, Conm ssion
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State v. Wonble, 75-CRS-06128 6/2/14
menber.

MR. VI CKORY: Branson Vickory, Conm ssion nenber.

JUDGE SUWMNER: Thank you. 1'd like to nake a forma
inquiry at this tine as to each comm ssioner as to whet her
you need to recuse yourself pursuant to our rules, which is
6B, subsection 1. Qur rules state a conm ssioner shal
recuse hinself/herself if sonme event has caused himor her
to becone biased about a case and unable to participate in
a hearing in a fair and inpartial manner.

You were given an opportunity prior to this
nmeeting to address the matter of recusal. At this tine
does any comm ssioner wish to recuse himor herself?

( NO RESPONSE. )

JUDGE SUWNER: | also want to inquire whether or not
any comm ssi oner has nmade an i ndependent investigation of
this matter in violation of our rule 6B(3)?

( NO RESPONSE. )

JUDGE SUWNER: None being noted, no recusal at this
poi nt, no independent investigations.

Al so, our rules state an alternate
comm ssioner is not fulfilling full Conm ssion duties. He
or she may attend hearings of the Conm ssion, but may not
participate in discussion and may not vote. All alternates
are welconme to attend a hearing, ask questions of

W tnesses, but they may not participate in deliberations.
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State v. Wnble, 75-CRS-06128 6/ 2/ 14 8
Al right. At this tinme I'll turn the
matter over to Ms. Montgonery-Blinn.

M5. MONTGOMERY- BLI NN Thank you, Your Honor. Good
nor ni ng, conmm ssioners, it's a pleasure to see all of you
again. Wl cone back.

This case is a hom cide fromButner, North
Carolina in 1975. You have all been provided with briefs
that describe the | aw enforcenment investigation and the
trials of both WIllie Wnble and Joseph Perry. W w Il now
review the material that was in the brief during this
hearing. W wll be presenting the Comm ssion's
i nvestigation during the hearing. The Comm ssion staff
menbers that were the lead investigators on this case were
nmysel f, Kendra Montgonmery-Blinn, executive director, and
Sharon Stellato, associate director. During the hearing |
will be calling Ms. Stellato to testify about our
i nvestigation. Joseph Perry has also been witted and he
will testify today. Shirlyn Walters will be called to
testify tonorrow, and WIllie Wnble has been witted to
testify tonorrow as wel |

The victim Roy Brent Bull ock, was survived
by four children. M. Stellato and | have nmet with them
and they are here today, but they're in a private room and
we've set up a closed circuit TV. They may choose to cone

in at the end of the hearing and make a victimi npact
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State v. Wonble, 75-CRS-06128 6/2/14
statenent, and during the victiminpact statenent, if they
choose to nake that, the hearing will be closed to the
public during that portion, only staff and comm ssioners
will remain in the room

At the end of this hearing you'll be asked
to determ ne the standard of review which is sufficient
evi dence of factual innocence to merit judicial review
The case will only nove forward if at |east five of the
ei ght comm ssioners that vote determne there is sufficient
evi dence of factual innocence to merit judicial review. If
| ess than five conmm ssioners vote for further review the
case will be closed with the Comm ssion and no appeal is
avai | abl e.

And al so at your chairs we've put a list of
t he nanes of the co-Defendants just to hel p you keep track,
since there were four of them during testinony. W have
al so created a map of the crinme scene and the surroundi ng
pl aces as described by the witnesses. M. Stellato and
have been out to this location and the Food Mart is stil
there in Butner. The bank that was described by Tony Snoke
in his testinmony at the end of Joseph Perry's trial is also
still there, and that is marked on your map as well.
M. Snoke describes seeing a vehicle in the grassy area
near the bank. There were two grassy areas near the bank,

we weren't able to determ ne exactly which one woul d have
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State v. Wnble, 75-CRS-06128 6/ 2/ 14 10
been the one he saw the vehicle in, but we marked both of
those. And also, in the SBlI report various w tnesses had
descri bed seeing people running toward the school or tire
tracks and things around the school, so we nmarked the
school as well on that map.

Now, before we get into it, are there any
guestions fromthe brief or any questions about the format
for the hearing?

(NO RESPONSE. )
M5. MONTGOMERY- BLI NN Ckay, great. Moving right
al ong.

So as you know fromthe brief, this case
began when we received a letter, when the Innocence Inquiry
Comm ssion received a letter from Joseph Perry stating that
WIllie Wnble was innocent. The letter is on pages 187
t hrough 190 of the brief. The first thing that the
Comm ssion did was interview WIllie Wnble because we did
not know whether he would want to initiate a claim and the
Comm ssion is required under 15A-1468 that M. Wnbl e
initiate a claim He did. Wen we nmet with himhe did
initiate a claimand he signed a rel ease and requested that
the Comm ssion review his case. W wll go through the
details of his interview later on in this hearing.

After M. Wonbl e signed the rel ease and

initiated the claim we were then able to interview Joseph
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State v. Wonble, 75-CRS-06128 6/ 2/ 14 11

Perry. M. Perry has been witted fromthe Division of
Prisons and will be able to testify later today. Part of
the Comm ssion's duty is to judge the credibility and the
reliability of evidence. 1In order to help you judge

M. Perry's testinony, the Comm ssion's associate director,
Sharon Stellato, will testify about the Conm ssion's

i nvestigation and what the Conm ssion staff has done
regardi ng Joseph Perry's statenents.

A sunmary of M. Perry's post-conviction
efforts begins on page 183 of the brief. |In addition we
have interviewed M. Perry's trial attorney, who has
provi ded an affidavit; obtained M. Perry's docunents from
the North Carolina Parole Comm ssion; interviewed
M. Perry's famly and longtinme fiancee; interviewed other
i nmat es who have been close to M. Perry over the past 30
years. And we are going to send around M. Perry's record
for you as well. So I'll let that cone around, and then
"1l call Ms. Stellato to testify.

(HANDOUT NUMBER 1 | S DI STRI BUTED. )

SHARON STELLATO, HAVI NG FI RST BEEN DULY

SWORN, TESTI FI ED AS FOLLOWE:

EXAM NATI ON BY Ms. MONTGOMVERY- BLI NN

Q What is your nane and where are you enpl oyed?

Ira Anderson
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State v. Wonble, 75-CRS-06128 6/ 2/ 14 12

A

Sharon Stellato, the North Carolina Innocence Inquiry
Conmi ssi on.

How | ong have you been with the Comm ssion?

Fi ve-and-a- hal f years.

And Ms. Stellato, | just nmentioned the letter that the
Comm ssi on received from Joseph Perry. Can you tel

us about that letter?

We received the letter in the mail. It came to nme and
| read it and thought that it was inportant, so |
brought it to you. And at that tinme we agreed that we
needed to interview M. Perry, but first obtain
consent from M. Wbl e.

Now, what did that letter state? Don't read the whole
letter, just basically what was it stating?

It stated that M. Perry was providing information
that Wllie Wnble was not involved in a crime that he
had commtted and that, in fact, A bert WIlis was

i nvol ved and he was com ng forward because Al bert
WIllis had passed away.

And how | ong have you been doing I nnocence work for?
Ten years.

And is it unusual for you to receive a letter froma
co- Def endant admitting their own guilt?

O their own accord it's unusual, yes.

So tell me, were you able to interview M. Perry?
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o > O > O >

>

Yes. W interviewed himon April 24, 2013.

And who was present for that interview?

The two of us and M. Perry.

And where was the interview hel d?

Wake Correctional

And you said that this was shortly after receiving the
letter?

Correct.

And you had al ready received M. Wnble's consent
forms by this time?

Yes, we had.

Al right. Tell me about that interview.

When we cane into Wake Correctional we introduced
ourselves to M. Perry and he immedi ately stated to us
that Wllie Wwinble had nothing to do with the crine.
What did he say?

He stated that Al bert WIlis had died and he had
decided to tell the truth now

Can you read -- do you have the transcript of that
interview with you?

Yes, | do.

Can you read on page 3, line 8 through 11?

He stated, well, look, there's no honor, no nore to
hold this man. Although he did get ne convicted

partially, but still, the truth is the truth. He had
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State v. Wnble, 75-CRS-06128 6/ 2/ 14 14
nothing to do with it, not even no, not even nothing.
Was that interview recorded and transcribed?

A Yes, it was.

Q And is that what you're reading fromis the
transcription?

A Correct.
kay. Did you ask M. Perry to explain what happened?

A Yes. W asked himto explain what had happened in the
crime. He stated that himand M. WIIlis had
commtted the crime. That they were driving Perry's
vehi cl e, which was a bl ack Cadillac Coupe de Ville,
and that the reason for the robbery is they were
trying to generate sone funds so that WIllis could get
his own place. At that time WIllis and Perry |ived
together. They both lived in Durham and Perry stated
that the reason they went to Butner is because, quote,
there ain't many police and it was nighttinme. He also
stated that he had a gun and that Al bert WIlis had a
gun, that Albert WIlis was the one that had got the
gun for Perry and he had got it used froma street in
McDougal d Terrace -- that's a project in Durham The
gun was a .22 autonatic.

Q Did you ask himif he knew the store clerk at Butner,
t he Butner Food Mart?

A Yes. He stated that he was famliar with the store as

Ira Anderson
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State v. Wonble, 75-CRS-06128 6/ 2/ 14 15

wel |l as the clerk.

Who did M. Perry say was the shooter?

He said that he was the shooter, that he was the one
who pulled the trigger and that he had shot two to
three tines.

Wiy did he do this?

He indicated that they had gone there for noney.
According to himthe clerk said something derogatory
to him he stated it was, quote, sonething racial, and
that at that time he shot the clerk

Did he indicate that he knew that the victins
daughter was in the cool er watching?

He did not know that. He found that out at trial. He
stated if he had seen her, he would not have shot the
victim

Did he give you any description for hinself and Al bert
WIlis?

He stated that the victinms daughter had given a
statenent saying one was tall and one was short, and
Perry stated that Al, Albert WIlis was the short one,
and he was the tall one.

And what happened after the shooting, according to
Perry?

They got back into M. Perry's car and went back to

Durham  They went back to the apartnent that they

Ira Anderson
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> O > O

shared t oget her.

Dd M. Perry say whet her anybody el se was in the car?
No. We asked himif anyone else was in the car or
anyone el se drove, and he made it clear that it was
just the two of them and that he was the driver.

Did he know WIlie Wnble?

Yes, he did.

What did he say about WIlie Wnble?

He said, quote, |'ve been knowi ng him practically al
my life. M. Perry indicated that they had stayed in
t he sane project when they were kids, but that they
were never in the sane circle, that they did not hang
out or commt crimes together, but that he did know
M. Wnbl e.

Did M. Perry indicate how he thought WIllie Wnble
ended up being a part of this investigation?

He said the only thing that he knew about Wnbl e
becom ng involved in the investigation was nont hs

| ater while he was being investigated, and that the
SBlI, when they interviewed him they told M. Perry,
guote, we've got soneone who said they were there with
you.

Did he talk with Albert WIlis about it?

No, he never spoke with Al bert WIIlis again.

After M. Perry sent to jail he never spoke with
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State v. Wonble, 75-CRS-06128 6/ 2/ 14 17

Al bert WIIlis?

Correct.

So you said he explained that he was com ng forward
now that Wllis was dead. Can you read on that
transcri pt on page 25 starting at line 8 through 16?
Sure. M. Perry said, at sonme point he had to be
freed, but it couldn't come to light until the whole
case had been resolved. At |least Al was no |onger,
could no I onger be inplicated. You understand what

| "' m sayi ng? Because this was about, this was a path
that | laid with Al and I. |If | get caught, well, if
| get caught, well --— but once he's passed, the deal
is off. So | could stand to free this man because he
had nothing to do with it, honestly. | would have
done it a long tinme ago.

Did he explain any other reason why he was com ng
forward with this story now?

M. Perry indicated that at some tine he wanted, in
the future he wanted to wite a book, and that if he
wote a book he had to tell the truth.

Did M. Perry describe his trial?

He described his trial. He recalled hinmself, Al bert
Wllis, M. Frazier, and M. Wnble being there. What
he recall ed was that Wnble started testifying and

then recanted, and it became a mistrial for Frazier

Ira Anderson
P.O. Box 6348
Concord, NC 28027
704/467-4950




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

State v. Wonble, 75-CRS-06128 6/ 2/ 14 18

and WIlis.

Now, based on the court docunents that you' ve read,
does M. Perry appear to be describing the trial?

No, M. Perry appears to be describing the probable
cause hearing where the charges against M. Frazier
and M. WIlis were dism ssed.

Dd M. Perry know that Wnbl e was convi ct ed?

He did know that he was |ater convicted, but he stated
that he felt it was justified because Wnbl e was
trying to hang everybody el se.

Has M. Perry talked with M. Wnble since they' ve
been in custody?

He spoke with himin January of 2011 when both of them
were housed at Wake Correctional. At that tine

M. Perry indicated he went up to M. Wnbl e and asked
M. Wonbl e how he becane involved, and that M. Wnbl e
stated to him that's what the SBI told ne to do.

Has he told this same story to other people over the
years?

We asked himif there were other people who woul d know
this story, and he indicated that, yes, he had told
many people over the years, including his famly,
friends, and fiancee.

And did you ask himto give you sone of those people's

names?
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State v. Wnble, 75-CRS-06128 6/ 2/ 14 19
A Yes. W asked himto provide a |ist of nanmes of

peopl e whom he had spoken to.

Did you ask if he would be willing to testify?

Yes, we did. He said, quote, | would because it's the

truth, because you | earn and you change over the years

and you grow up.

Did he ask for anything in exchange for testinony?

No, he did not.

And was anything offered to hinf

No.

o > O > O

You said you asked for a list of nanmes, that's

sonmething M. Perry provided right away or sent l|ater?

A He provided it after the first interview. He sent a
letter that provided a list of nanes, as we asked him
to.
kay. And have you spoken to M. Perry again?

A Yes. After we received the nanes, we intervi ewed

M. Perry a second tinme because we needed sone

clarification on the nanes.

And when was that?

That was on May 14, 2013 at Wake Correctional .

And who was present for that interview?

The two of us and M. Perry.

Al right. At that interview what happened?

> O >» O »>» O

At that interview M. Perry signed rel eases that woul d
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State v. Wonble, 75-CRS-06128 6/ 2/ 14 20

allow us to speak with his trial attorney as well as
vari ous agenci es that he had contacted over the years.
We al so went through the list of nanes that he had
provided to us hoping to narrow it down. W did
narrow it down to people that he had known the

| ongest, and then we asked for nore details that would
hel p us | ocate peopl e.

You said that he gave this list of nanes, and he's
been in prison for 38 years. Wre nost of these
people he's been in prison with?

Yes.

Did you ask any additional questions about the case?
Yes. W asked if he, during the time of the crine,
had worn anything over his face. He stated that he
could not recall for sure, but that he usually wre a
bandana or a rag, and that he may have done this
because the victimknew himfrombeing in the area.
And when he was tal king about the victim did you
clarify if he was describing Roy Brent Bullock or his
son, Brent Bull ock?

We asked himif he knew the victims son, and Perry
said that he did not. However, he indicated that he
was president of the Durham Jaycees and that he knew a
| ot of people and a | ot of people knew him

And again, did you ask whether or not there was any
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>

> O > O

chance WIllie Wnble had been in the car during the
robbery and nurder?

Yes, we did. M. Perry said WIllie Wnble was not in
t he car.

Did you ask if he took noney fromthe register?

W did. He stated that M. Bullock, the victim
handed hi mthe noney.

Did he know how much noney it was?

He did not.

Did he explain why he shot M. Bullock?

We asked hi mwhy he shot M. Bullock, and M. Perry
indicated that M. Bullock had called himthe N word.
He stated he only intended to rob the store for npney,
but when that happened he shot the victim

So he said he did not intend to, he did not go in
intending to do a shooting. Did he talk any nore about
t hat ?

He went in intending to do a robbery, and that's, he
stated that's why he woul d have worn sonet hi ng over
his face because he didn't intend to kill anybody.
Did he talk to you nore about why all these years

| ater he's decided to conme forward with this story?
Yes.

And what did he say?

We asked himif he was trying to help Wnble. Perry
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stated that he was, quote, not a big fan of Wnble and
that he feels |ike Wnble was actually the reason that
he got caught. But then he said it was ultimately his
own actions. Perry said that he didn't have a | ot of
| ove for Wllie Wnble and that he was com ng forward
because it was the truth.

Q Did you ask himif WIlis was still alive, if Al bert

WIllis was still alive whether he woul d have cone
f orwar d?

A Yes, we did. M. Perry said he would not have cone
forward if M. WIllis was still alive. Quote, your

word is all you have, it was ny rule.

M5. MONTGOMERY-BLINN: Ckay. |I'mgoing to
nmove on to asking you questions about M. Perry's
attorney and associates, but 1'Il first break in case
t he conm ssioners have questions about these two
interviews?

(NO RESPONSE. )

BY MS. MONTGOVERY- BLI NN
Q Were you able to interview or speak with or have any

contact with M. Perry's trial and appellate attorney?

A Yes. M. Perry's trial and appellate attorney were

both the sane person. His nane is Janmes Cross and he
is an attorney in Oxford, North Carolina. W spoke

with himin May of 2013.
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Q
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And M. Perry is not an applicant, but did he sign a
wai ver so that you could speak with his attorney?
Yes, he did.
(Ms. Montgonery-Blinn hands docunent to Ms. Stellato.)
Do you recogni ze what |'ve just handed you?
Yes, | do.
And what do you recogni ze that to be?
The affidavit provided by Attorney Janes Cross.
kay.

M5. MONTGOMERY-BLINN: I'mjust going to
send that around.

(HANDOUT NUMBER 2 IS DI STRI BUTED. )
Ms. Stellato, were you able to speak with sone of the
people on the list of names that M. Perry provided
you as associates that he's told the truth to over the
years?
Yes, we were.
Can you please tell us, first, how did you |l ocate
t hese peopl e?
Based on the information that M. Perry provi ded we
| ooked in DCIN, DW, LEXIS, crimnal records,
probation and parole; a lot of different sources to
try to |l ocate them
And were you able to | ocate sonme of the people?

Yes, we were. We were able to | ocate the ones that
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were still in prison, and we did not contact any of
t hese people ahead of tinme to |l et them know that we
were comng for an interview.
Ckay. Can you go ahead and tell us about Bobby Smth?
A We interviewed Bobby Smth at Wake Correctional on
March 19, 2014.
And who was present for that interview?
A The two of us and M. Smith.

M5. MONTGOVERY- BLI NN:  Conmi ssioners, |'m
just going to send around his crimnal record as the
testinmony is going on.

( HANDOUT NUMBER 3 IS DI STRI BUTED. )
kay. Was M. Smith willing to speak with you?

Yes.

And what did he say?

> O > O

He stated that in 2007 or 2008 he and M. Perry were
at Wake Correctional together and that at that tine
Perry told himthat Wnble was i nnocent and, quote,
didn't have nothing to do with it.

VWhat el se did he say?

A He did not know whether Perry was admitting his own

i nvol venent, only that Perry and Wonbl e had not been
involved together. He stated that he didn't want to
put words into Perry's nmouth about Perry's invol venent

in the crine.
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Q
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Did M. Smith know what kind of a crinme it was that
M. Perry was convicted for?
No, he didn't know what crinme it was. He stated, you
don't ask a guy what he's down for.
And did M. Snmith know WIlie Wnble?
He had net M. Wonble in 2006 while in prison, but he
had never spoken wi th himabout the case.
Did you interview anot her nan named Roy Lee Barnes?
Yes, we did.
And where and when was that interview?
March 19 at Tillery Correctional; March 19, 2014.

M5. MONTGOMERY-BLINN:  And |'m sendi ng
around M. Barnes' crimnal record as well.

(HANDOUT NUMBER 4 |'S DI STRI BUTED. )
Al right. Dd M. Barnes speak with you?
Yes, he did.
And what did he say?
M. Barnes stated that M. Perry had told himfive to
six times that Wllie Wnble didn't have nothing to do
with it. He recalled the first time hearing this from
Perry was in 1978 when they were cell mates at Central
Prison. M. Barnes said that Perry said, quote, he
didn't know why Wonbl e would testify to something, he
didn't have nothing to do with it. M. Barnes also

stated that Perry would tell this to anybody, and that
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Perry had told himit was a nurder and a robbery.

Q According to M. Barnes, had Perry said who he had
done the crine wth?

A According to M. Barnes, Perry told himthat it wasn't
VWbl e who he was with, but he didn't tell himwho he
was wth.

Q And did M. Barnes say how many tinmes he'd spoken with
M. Perry about this?

A He said a lot of times, again, five to six, seven
times. The last tine that they had spoken about it
was at Wake Correctional in 2006 or 2007

Q And did you ask M. Barnes if he also knew Wllie
Vbl e?

A Yes. He stated that he had net Wnble at Tillery
Correctional sometinme during the '90s, and that he had
spoken with Wnbl e about the crine, but that Wnble
didn't want ne to know he had testified against Joe.
Al Wonbl e said was that he should not be in here.

That Wonbl e should not be in there?

A Yes.

Q Al right. And were you able to speak with anot her
man naned Al ford Jones?

A Yes, we were.

And where and when was that interview?

March 20, 2014 at Hoke Correctional.
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M5. MONTGOVERY-BLINN:  And M. Jones' record
is com ng around now as wel | .

(HANDOUT NUMBER 5 IS DI STRI BUTED. )
Al right. Dd M. Jones say that he knew M. Perry?
M. Jones stated that he had knowmn M. Perry since
1975 or 1976. They had net in Central Prison.
And what did M. Perry tell himabout the crimnme?
Perry admtted to M. Jones that he had done the
crime, and he had been saying this to M. Jones ever
since they nmet at Central Prison.
Did M. Jones say that Perry ever spoke with himabout
Wllie Wnble?
Perry told M. Jones, quote, WIIlie Wnble had done
all this time for no reason.
Al right. And what else did M. Jones say?
M. Jones told us that M. Perry had said he was goi ng
to wite us because there was no sense in Wnbl e doi ng
all this time. M. Jones was at Wake Correctiona
with Perry when the Commi ssion cane to first interview
him And when Perry returned fromthe interview, he
asked Perry if he'd had a visit, and Perry stated it
was the Conmi ssion that had cone to talk to him
Did he know, did M. Jones know what kind of crine it
was that M. Perry was convicted of?

He knew that it was a robbery and thought that it was
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sonewhere in Durham

And did M. Jones know Wonbl e as wel | ?

He stated he did know him but he knew M. Perry
better.

Had he spoken with Wnbl e?

Yes, he had. He indicated Wnble had said he was not
guilty and that Joe Perry had said Wnbl e was not

i nvol ved, but that nobody really believed t hem because
so many people in prison say they're innocent.

And did he describe M. Perry and Wnbl e?

Yes, he did.

Wul d you | ook at the transcript fromhis interview
and read on page 12 starting at |ine 23?

He said, quote, | don't think Wllie -- |I've known him
for a while. He didn't strike nme as, like, Joe. He
didn't strike ne as a person |like Joe Perry. | nean,
you know, you have some people that's aggressive, and
you have sone people that's passive. Joseph Perry was
an aggressi ve person when he needed to be, | nean,
because of the environnent that he's affiliated wth.
Wllie, he was always a little nore subm ssive-type
personality, you know. So, | nean, | could never
figure himdoing anything on his own and just junp and
say, okay, I'mgoing to kill these people, |I'm going

to do this, I"'mgoing to do that; no, | couldn't. |
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couldn't never picture himdoing that. Joe Perry,

yes, | could, but Wllie, no, I couldn't. Just him
and a lot of other people. | nean, it's just, | don't
know, | don’t know. Al | know is what Joe said and

what Joe has been saying over the many years and what
ot her peopl e know.
Did you interview a nman naned Janmes Sneed?
Yes, we did.
And when and where was that interview?
That was on March 20, 2014, at Orange Correctional.

M5. MONTGOVERY-BLINN:  And his crimna
record is com ng around.

(HANDOUT NUMBER 6 |'S DI STRI BUTED. )
Al right. Wen did M. Sneed neet M. Perry?
He met M. Perry in 1974 when he cane to Centra
Prison.
And what did M. Sneed say he knew about the crine, if
anyt hi ng?
He said that his understanding was that Wnbl e had
supposedly to have been Perry's crime partner, but
Wnbl e actually commtted the crinme and not Perry.
kay. Did he renenber any nore details?
He said that he was unable to recall details and
cannot renenber whether Perry was there or not when

the crime occurred, but that Perry was not the actual
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person who killed the person.
And this is different from this one is different than
what M. Perry has been sayi ng?
Correct. This inmate is saying that it was Wnbl e who
commtted the crinme, not Perry.
And after he nade this statenent, did you then say
anything to see -- what did you say then?
We asked M. Sneed if he would be surprised to | earn
that Perry had told us Wnbl e was i nnocent and he had
admtted his own involvenent. M. Sneed stated that
that woul d surprise him
kay. Did you interview a nan named Andre Harris?
Yes, we did.
And when and where was that interview?
That was on March 21, 2014 at Franklin Correctional.
M5. MONTGOVERY-BLINN:  And that crimna
record is com ng around.
(HANDOUT NUMBER 7 IS DI STRI BUTED. )
|"msorry, did you say Gaston Correctional ?
Yes, | said Franklin, but I meant Gaston.
kay. And when did M. Harris say he net M. Perry?
He said that he net himin 1987 at Franklin
Correctional .
Al right. And did M. Harris say that M. Perry had

tal ked with hi mabout the crine?
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M. Harris stated that Perry did not talk to himabout

the crimes and that he did not know what kind of crine

it was. All he knew was that Perry had said

M. Wbl e was innocent, and this was around 2011 or

2012.

That M. Perry told himWnble was innocent?

Yes.

And when had he seen M. Perry | ast?

The last tine that M. Harris had seen himwas in Wake

Correctional approxinmately a year ago. And at that

time M. Perry told himhe was going to try to figure

out a way to free Wllie, but did not provide

speci fics.

And did M. Harris know M. Wnbl e?

He met M. Wonble in 2004 at Tillery Correctional, but

M. Wonbl e had never spoken with himabout the crine.
M5. MONTGOMERY-BLINN:  We're going to nove

on with some nore interviews, but I'll take a break in

case there's any comm ssioner questions at this point?

EXAM NATI ON BY SHERI FF VAN DUNCAN
Did M. Sneed, during your interview, establish why he
felt like M. Wnble was guilty?
He just repeatedly said that that's what he recalled

M. Perry telling him That's the only information he

Ira Anderson
P.O. Box 6348
Concord, NC 28027
704/467-4950




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

State v. Wonble, 75-CRS-06128 6/ 2/ 14 32

> O >» 0 » O >» O » O

coul d provide.
No first-hand information, just --
No, sir.
M5. MONTGOMERY-BLINN:  Are there any ot her
guestions at this point?
( NO RESPONSE. )
M5. MONTGOMERY- BLINN:  No? Okay, I'Ill nove

on.

FURTHER EXAM NATI ON BY MS. MONTGOVERY- BLI NN
Al right. Wre you able to speak with Angi e Rei d?
Yes, we were.
And who is Angi e Reid?
M. Perry's sister.
And when did you contact her?
On May 7, 2014.
Was she willing to be interviewd?
Yes, over the phone she was w | ling.
And what did she say about the case?
She stated that she doesn't personally know that nuch
about the case, but that back when it happened she
knew, quote, something wasn't right. Wen asked to
el aborate on this she stated that Wnbl e was not
capabl e of doing the things that they said he did, but

M. WIlis was.
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M. WIlis was?

Correct.

And did she know M. WIIis?

Yes, she did. They had all grown up together.

kay.

> O >» O »>» O

She stated that M. WIlis and M. Perry were very

cl ose, that they were like brothers, if you saw one,

you saw the other, and that she never knew M. Perry

to associate with Wllie Wnble in any way. And she
al so stated that since then Perry has told her he
never associated with WIllie Wnble.

Q kay. And when we say WIllis, we're tal king about
Al bert Lee WIlis who was also originally charged, but
whose case was di sm ssed?

A Correct.

Was she able to describe M. Wnble to you?

A She stated that everyone where they grew up knew who
Wnbl e was. Her quote is, he is special and slow and
you can twi st himany kind of way because he is not
know edgeable and has a low 1Q | knew when | heard
he was invol ved sonething wasn't right. People use
and abuse M. Wonbl e.

Did she know how M. Wnbl e becane invol ved?
A She did not. She said, |I don’t know how M. Wonbl e

became i nvol ved or what made him say the things that
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he said.

Did you tell her anything about the case or Wnble's
conf essi on?

| did not tell he about the confession or any details
of the case.

And did you ask if M. Perry had nentioned the

Comm ssion and that he was comng forward with this
i nformation?

| did ask her. She stated that he had not nentioned
that to her, but that several years ago in a phone
call he stated, Angie, you know WIllie Wnble and |
didn't comuni cate and sonething is wong with him
kay. How about M. Perry's fiancee, Vadora Davi s,
did you speak with her?

Yes, we did.

When was that?

May 23, 2013.

And where was that?

That was at her home in Durham

And who was present for that interview?

The two of us and Ms. Davis.

And what did she tell you?

She stated that when the nurder happened back in 1975
she had been dating M. Perry for about six nonths,

and that at that time M. Perry told her he didn't

Ira Anderson
P.O. Box 6348
Concord, NC 28027
704/467-4950




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

State v. Wnble, 75-CRS-06128 6/ 2/ 14 35
know how Wonbl e got involved, that he had felt |ike
maybe one of the officers had threatened M. Wnbl e.
Anyt hi ng el se that she sai d?

She told us that Perry has al ways nai ntained to her
that Wonbl e was i nfluenced and was used to testify
agai nst him Perry.

Q So has Perry admitted to her that he commtted the
crime?

A We asked her that and she stated that over the years
he has admtted it.

MR SMTH May | get her nane again,
pl ease?

A Vadora Davis, V-a-d-o-r-a.

MR. SM TH. Thank you.

Q And did M. Perry ever tell her who commtted the
crime with hinf

A She stated that somewhere around 1990 during their
relationship Perry told her that it was WIllis who was
involved in the crine.

Did she know why Perry was com ng forward now?

A She stated that Perry was com ng forward because he
felt it was the right thing to do and he has gotten
ol der. She al so brought up that Perry has al ways
pl anned to wite a book about his life and that she

t hi nks the book woul d be about his life story.
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Did she know Al bert WIIis?

Yes, she did know him

Had she tal ked to himever about the nurder?

No, she had not.

Were Perry and Wllis, did they remain close after
Perry went to jail?

They never spoke again after M. Perry went to jail.
Perry becanme frustrated because WIlis never wote to
himor cane to see him

And that's according to Ms. Davis, right?

Correct.

And did she know W1 lie Wnbl e?

She did not know M. Wonbl e.

M5. MONTGOMERY- BLI NN Commi ssi oners, do you
have any questions?

(NO RESPONSE. )

M5. MONTGOMVERY- BLINN:  No? GCkay. [I'IlIl just
ask that Ms. Stellato step down.

(MS. STELLATO COWPLI ES.)

M5. MONTGOVERY-BLI NN:  The Conm ssi on wor ked
with the Parole Board to obtain copies of all the
letters that Perry had sent to them over the years.
From t hem we obtained, fromthe Parole Board we were
able to obtain letters fromPerry, letters fromhis

famly and supporters, also Parole Comr ssion letters,
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docunents relating to sentencing, infractions, DOC
reports, and other m scell aneous docunments. The file
is 401 pages. The Comm ssion staff reviewed the file
and noted any tines that Perry mentioned anything
about his case, guilt or innocence, in any of his
letters, and we've condensed the portions of those
letters into one handout for you. So that's com ng
around now. And this is anytine in those 401 pages
that Perry nmentioned his own case when he was witing
to the Parole Board, whether he was claimng guilt or
innocence. So we'll let those conme around and |'|
give you a mnute to read those.

(HANDOUT NUMBER 8 IS DI STRI BUTED. )

(HANDOUT NUMBER 8 |'S REVI EMED BY THE
COWM SSI ONERS. )

M5. MONTGOVERY- BLINN:  The Conmi ssion al so
obtai ned a court order for access to the DPS or
Department of Prisons records for all four of the co-
Def endants. This included their prison and parole
records. There were no records for Janes Frazier.

Al of the records for Albert WIlis were only
conput eri zed records of incarceration and novenents.
Hi s detail ed records had been destroyed in 1989 per
DPS policy. W did obtain full records for Joseph

Perry and WIllie Winble. These records include work
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rel ease, al cohol and substance abuse treatnent,
educational records, nedical health records, and
conbi ned community corrections records. The file for
M. Joseph Perry is 1,676 pages long, it is not a
handout. W reviewed it for anything that was
rel evant to our investigation and condensed the
rel evant portions into a handout. So com ng around
now i s the handout with the rel evant portions for
information fromthe DPS files for Joseph Perry.
W'l hand out the Wonble records tonorrow. This one
isalittle bit longer, so if Your Honor would like to
take a norning recess and read it during recess,
what ever you woul d |ike.
JUDGE SUWMNER: Anyone need a break?

(NO RESPONSE. )
JUDGE SUWNER: | think they want to trod on.

M5. MONTGOMERY- BLINN:.  Ckay. That's fine.
"1l give you time to read it. | may run out to the
restroom

(HANDOUT NUMBER 9 IS DI STRI BUTED. )

M5. MONTGOMERY-BLINN. |I'msorry, this one
is shorter.

( THEREUPON, A SHORT RECESS WAS TAKEN.)

M5. MONTGOVERY-BLINN:  If no one needs a

break 1'mgoing to call M. Perry for testinony.
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Joseph Lee Perry, upon first being duly

sworn, testified as foll ows:

EXAM NATI ON BY Ms. MONTGOVERY- BLI NN

MS. MONTGOVERY- BLI NN:  Your Honor, I'd
request that M. Perry's hands be unshackl ed so that
he can speak if he needs to while --
Please. I'min mninmmcustody, |I'mnot --

CORRECTI ONAL OFFI CER: He's supposed to
remain in full restraints.

M5. MONTGOVERY-BLINN:  He can't have his
hands unshackl ed?

CORRECTI ONAL OFFI CER:  Uh- huh (yes).
God, this is unconfortable. How you all doing?
kay. Please just do your best.

Al right. Please tell us your nane.
Joseph Lee Perry.
And nake sure you speak up, M. Perry, so that the
court reporter can hear you.
Al right.
How ol d are you, M. Perry?
" m 60.
And where do you reside?
Hone.

VWhere i s hone?
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Dur ham

Durhamis where you're fronf

Yes.

Are you in the Department of Corrections right now?
Yes.

And do you recall nmeeting with nyself and Ms. Stellato
bef ore?

| do.

It's been a while, right?

On three occasion, | think it was.

kay. W cane out to see you two tines. It's been
about a year, does that sound about right?

Twi ce, yeah; yes.

So this is the North Carolina Innocence Inquiry

Comm ssion hearing, and I'mgoing to ask you a nunber
of questions. Sonme of themare going to be questions
that 1've already asked you before when we net, or

Ms. Stellato asked you, and then the Conm ssioners who
are seated around this table are also going to ask you
guestions. W just ask that you be truthful, and we
certainly understand that you may not know t he answer
to every question or it's been a long tinme and you may
not remenber. So if the truth is that you don't know
or you don't renenber, then that is the truth. Do you

under st and?
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Right; that's it.
Ckay. Al right, M. Perry, do you renenber witing a
letter to the North Carolina Innocence I nquiry
Comm ssi on?
Yes.
M5. MONTGOMERY-BLINN:  May | approach the
Wi t ness, Your Honor?
JUDGE SUWNER:  That's fi ne.
Al right. 1'mgoing to hand this to you, if you'l
take a look at it.
(Wtness exam nes docunent.)
Is that the letter that you sent to us?
Yeah, ny handwiting.
And do you renenber witing it?
Yes.
And is that letter true?
Yes.
M. Perry, please tell us what happened on
Novenber 18, 1975.
The incident of the nurder-robbery?
Uh- huh (yes).
On that particular evening or night it was nyself and
Al bert Lee WIlis. He was staying with me at the
time. He had |ost his home out on Wake Forest

H ghway, they had been put out, so he was staying with
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me. And the plan was to hel p himget noney at sone
point to get his own apartnment, so in the neantine
was staying on Geer Street in Durham So on occasions
we woul d just go and rob certain places and get noney,
whatever. | was fresh out of the institution then. |
think I had been out naybe three nonths or so, not,
not very long, maybe four five. I'mnot really sure
about the tine span on how long | had been out. But
on the evening of the murder-robbery he and I were
just riding around. | had a Coupe de Ville, black
Coupe de Ville, Cadillac, two door. And we went to
Butner. And the reason we went to Butner is because |
was at Unstead Youth Center at sone point and | was
the president of the Jaycees and we used to do little
car washes and jelly sales and so forth to rai se noney
for the Jaycees. And so we were basically scouting
out little places to rob and get a little noney.
Not hi ng, no plan to hurt anyone, nothing like this.
But anyway, we ended up in Butner and we
went into the little convenience store and there
resided the operator of the store. And we cane in
with the gun. W parked the car on the side of the
building, just he and I. W went in, denmanded the
nmoney. And on the way out it was a little comrent

made or sonething of this nature by the operator or
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some -- |"mnot sure what triggered it, but | pulled
the trigger nyself. Al had a gun, but he didn't shoot
anyone. | did it nyself. And | think |I shot the
operator three tinmes, not really aimng, just

poi nting, shooting. M biggest regret ever to this
day.

At that time we just left. | learned |ater
that a little girl was in the refrigerator. |1 w sh
she woul d have saw her because | woul d have not done
-- | have great respect for kids, for one. But we
just left and we drove. W started down 85, but we
got off the ranp at 85 and went a different direction
because Durham and Butner is kind of connected and the
sanme officers that cones to Butner kind of operates
out of Durham It's kind of interconnected, them
counties. So | took an off-route because | was
driving and went a back road. Went by the novie
theater, | think it was an old drive-in, and nade it
back to Durham So this is the occasion of the night
itself and how the robbery itself took place.

Did you have your face covered, do you renenber?
No.

Not covered?

No.

Do you renenber that when you nmet with Ms. Stellato
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and | you said you probably did?

| was thinking we usually have bandanas or sonet hi ng
of this nature. W always kept themin case we needed
it.

So you don't know for sure if you did?

l"mnot, I"mnot absolutely -- | don't renenber
exactly.

Do you renenber what clothing you were weari ng?

No, not particularly. | kind of think it was jeans or
sonet hi ng because |I'malways in jeans, a shirt, or
sonmething of this nature.

You said the store operator, did he give you the
noney?

Yes.

Do you know how ruch?

No, | don’t renenber. It was only a few hundred, |
think, if that much. It wasn't very nuch

How tall are you?

About six feet.

And is that how tall you were in 19757

Pretty much, nmaybe 5 11, 6 feet, yes.

And how about M. WIIlis, howtall is he?

He was maybe -- Al is short, maybe 5 7", maybe. 5'6"
5t 7.

You said you both had guns?
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He had a gun, I'mnot sure if he had it out or not,

but he did have one. And | definitely had m ne out
and kind of controlled the situation.

How did you get the gun that you had?

Well, Al actually produced the gun. He went and got
it fromone of his friends, I think. W was kind of
shopping for guns and trying to find sonme that -- this
what we do when we did the robberies during those
times. Neither one of us actually owned guns, but we
al ways got it from sonewhere because in the street you
can always, guns are avail able, or were avail abl e.

Do you renenber what you did with the gun afterwards?
| want to -- | really don't renmenber exactly what
happened to the gun, but | want to say Al returned it
to whatever, to wherever it belonged or whatever. |'m
not actually -- | don’t renenber.

Had you used that gun before?

Yes.

When was that?

This was the tinme, and that kind of connected ne to
the robbery in Butner, at a convenience store with
just one wonan, but | used it.

You used that gun?

| was alone to go on that robbery.

And where was that conveni ence store?
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That was in Durham
And you said that was the sane gun?
Yeah. My second bi ggest regret.
M. Perry, why are you telling this now?
Al and | -- initially, Al cane to nmy apartnment because
he needed noney because he wanted to get
reestablished. | was out of prison on parole and
initially I wanted to be a physical therapist and |
want to get in Duke, and they wouldn't give ne a job
or whatever, so | needed noney. So basically, |
started robbing nostly conveni ence stores, nothing
major. But the reason I'mtelling this story nowis
because on Decenber 1, | want to say 2011, 2012, but
definitely on ny birthday, Al passed. M sister
notified ne that Al had died or was found in the
apartnent, | think he had turned into a junkie or
sonet hing, he never came to prison. But it was our
pact during that tinme if | got caught, then I1'Il do
the tinme, 1'd never inplicate him |If he got caught,
then he'll have to do the tine. But it was kind of ny
rule. So | was kind of the primary person that the
SBI wanted at that tinme and | had other charges, so |
never inplicated Al.

However, Al never did anything from when

was in the systemeither, but still, there was ny
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rule. So when Al passed, mind you, | now, | resented
WIllie Wnble conpletely because he was the one that
got on the stand. Never knew why he, how he got into
the case itself; never knew. And | only asked himin
2011 after returning back to Wake and he was there,
and | asked himone question out of all the tinme that
|'ve been on the unit with himon occasion, | asked
him how did you get into my situation or | into your
situation? And he always said the SBI

Now, |'ve known WIllie Wnble for quite a
whil e, but he never, ever, ever did things of this
nature, and he certainly hadn't done anything with ne.
But anyway, he told ne of the SBI kind of inplicating
himin it and this, that, and the third, so during the
trial he was on the stand. But first, the SBl -- and
| think the only nane | can renenber is Joe because ny
name is Joe. And I know one of the SBI agents nane
was Joe. And he said, we got you now, and I'I| use
this word, the N word, because we got sonmebody who was
there with you. And | said, no, you got the nman who
did it, because at the tine | was still pleading
guilty and saying I didn't have any involvenent in it,
and this, that, and the third. But when trial day
camre WIllie Wnble showed up. And |I'm saying, |ike --

and he named nme, a guy naned BooBoo, Al hinself, and
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inplicated hinmself as being there. So we | ooking at
each other in the court room BooBoo Frazier
definitely wasn't there. A and nyself did, were

there, but we trying to figure out why Wllie Wnble

saying he was there. But on the stand he, | guess he
started feeling sone kind of way about it, | don't
know, he changed his testinony. | was not there,

was at home watching this TV program this TV program
So each attorney notioned for a dismssal. | had
ot her charges so therefore they wouldn't dismss ny
charge, but they dism ssed those against Al WIlis and
BooBoo Frazier. They let themwal k out the courtroom
They took ne back to the Oxford County Jail.
A few nonths | ater they cone back and tried nme on his
statenent, on Wllie Wnble's statenment. At the tine
they deleted ny nanme in the courtroom which I couldn't
understand. | asked ny lawer, | said, |ook, there's
no one on trial but ne. |If they read that statenent
like they're reading it, then it's only inplicating
me. And that's what they did, they got a conviction,
murder in the first degree, gave nme a |ife sentence.
Maybe a year or so later Wllie Wnble cane
into the system Central Prison, and | sawit. And at
the tine | really, really wanted to do sonet hi ng

serious to himbecause | could never figure out how he
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inserted hinself into this situation or this case and
why he woul d testify against nme because | kind of knew
himoff and on all ny life, but I could not understand
why he did what he done. But | think they had him
noved at sone point and | didn't see himagain for a
few years. He was at Caledonia. Then | had to sign a
statenent saying | would be responsible for anything
t hat happened to him

But at any rate, when Al passed and the
changes that |1've, that's taken place in ny own life,
for one, | say it's time to do the right thing.
don't have to inplicate Al because Al is passed. |[|'ve
actually done the tinme, |1've been in the system now
maybe 40 years. | say the right thing, change cone
about with the right thing, doing the right thing, for
one. So | wote the Innocence Comm ttee and |
expl ai ned the situation about WIllie Wnble and the
whol e situation. Now, mnd you, | still don't
particularly care about him but | do care about doing
the right thing; | do care about that. So this is the
reason why I wote the Innocence Commttee. And the
intern got back in touch with nme, | kind of gave him
the story.

" m kind of cold. They keep you in cold

roons here on this place, so -- I'min mninmm custody
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and | don't understand all this. | kind of work at
OSDT, kind of free like. But it's not like |I'm going
to do any wong or run, anything, but this is kind of

difficult right here.

Q Now, M. Perry, when we net with you before, you al so

menti oned that you mght wite a book?

A Yeah, | plan to at sone point, | always have. |

started on several occasions. But if | wite an
aut obi ography and it's a truthful book, then this
situation here has to be cleared up, too.

So that's also part of the reason to conme forward?

A No, it has nothing to do with me com ng forward, not a

thing. This just conme fromthe heart because of the
things |1've devel oped into over the years. This is
not the primary or the secondary reason why |'m
telling you the story about Wllie Wnble. He
actually had -- and I think, I'mthinking, and |
talked to ny sister, I'"'mthinking that, well, he's
al ways been a little slow, for one.

WIllie Wnbl e has?

A Yes, he always have been. As a matter of fact, we was

done with school one day and one of the guys that we
was hanging out with kind of set himon fire while he
was sleep, like putting matches in his toes and set

himon fire. But he sprayed lighter fluid on him and
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he was running with them W couldn't believe what
was goi ng on so we caught himand put himout. That
person, too, is dead now, but | think that |I've been
knowi ng himall of ny life.

You' ve known - -

But | never known himto do anything serious. He's
al ways been a kind of petty thief type guy, but never
with the capacity to do anything conplicated. And ny
sister kind of brought it back to ny attention not |ong
ago. She's like, you know WIllie Wnble has al ways
been kind of retarded. Because | was saying | still
don't know why he inplicated hinself in this
situation. And she said, you know he's been kind of
retarded all his life. And that's true; and that's
true. But the truth of the matter is he was not

t here, never knew anything about it. So any know edge
he had with this situation had to come fromthe SBI

| can't inmagi ne any ot her way.

Did you ever conmt any crinmes with M. Wnbl e?

No, but | have, be conpletely honest with you --

Pl ease do.

There was a robbery one time with himand his cousin
and they was | ooking for noney and they break in
peopl e's houses. And | have a real serious problem

about peopl e breaking in people's houses because
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peopl e kind of work hard for their stuff in their
house. But a store, on the other hand, gets their

i nsurance, you know, replaces everything you take.
And so | set up alittle job one tine for himto do
and get sone noney, and he did. But other than that,
no. | didn't see himagain after that for, | mean,
si nce.

Were you with himwhen he did the job you set up?
No.

You gave himthe information about it?

Yes.

Wul d you say you and M. Wnbl e back in 1975 were
friends?

No, just associates. That's been know ng each

ot her --

You grew up in the sane area?

Well, I"'mnot sure if his famly was out in
Cornwal | is. Probably, yes. He had cousins and so
forth, so we knew each other, but never hung out,
never --

Cornwal lis Projects, is that what you sai d?

Yes; yes.

Now, how about James BooBoo Frazier, how do you know
hi n?

Oh, that BooBoo?
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Q BooBoo

A Yeah. Well, he was going with one sister and | was
going with the other one. W were kind of going with
two sisters.
Did you ever conmit any crinmes with hinf

A No. He was no crimnal. He was -- he did nothing but
just drink wine or sonething, but not -— he was a w ne
dri nker.

Q You gave us a list of people that you had talked to
about this before. Have you heard from anybody t hat

we' ve been out talking to people on that list?

A Just recently nmy sister.
kay.
A | called and they said sonme | ady call ed and they want

me to call her back. And they said, | think she said
she call you back one tinme, and then they called back
agai n asking about Al's death or sonething. But |
don't think she know anything about Al. | don't know
anyt hing about Al. Al wasn't even in touch with ne.
Sonmething | kind of resented because | kind of took
the wei ght for everything, but he never sent ne a
di ne.
You nean after you went to prison?

A Yeah.

Q You | ost touch?
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A

Yeah. He never sent -- he never did anything. | said,
i ke, Dawg, |'m keeping you out of prison, at |east

| ook out for me, but nothing.

So did you know that we've been out to talk to other
peopl e who are in the Departnment of Corrections?

| was hoping you would. | gave you the |list because
over the years |'ve kind of preached this little

subj ect to everybody.

And was James Sneed one of the people on that |ist?
Yes.

And would it surprise you to learn that Janmes Sneed
told us that you said you were i nnocent and Wnbl e was
t he shooter?

Well, if you |look through the time, | say he nmust have
did it hisself. But if you look through all the tines
| petition the courts, all the time that | petition
the courts |I've always -- |'ve never plead guilty of
it because | was thinking I was tried wong, convicted
wongly, and | was trying to get nyself out of the
system because | did resent himfor doing what he
done. But the deal is, the actual fact is nowhere
near it. He definitely wasn't hanging out with ne,
and he definitely wasn't in Butner during that night.
That's WIllie Wnble wasn't?

Yes, he wasn't. And | can't even imgi ne how he coul d
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even know because Al didn't even hang out w th anyone
unless it was a wonan, a girl. Because he called

hi sself a lady's man, so he never hung out wth dudes,
but ne. | don’t know.

So | just want to clarify. A mnute ago you said |like
when you' ve petitioned courts or witten or done ot her
t hings you were claimng that you were innocent until
very recently?

Al ways; always. Just trying to -- | didn't |like the
way | was convicted, the statenment reading and so
forth and so on. However, you learn to accept
responsibility for some of the things you do as you
get older. 1'm®60 years old now, | canme in when | was
like 20, actually 17. So in order to correct the
wrongs, you have to face up to your responsibility
kind of, sort of, and that's what | call nyself
talking to Wllie.

Now, you said you net with nyself and Ms. Stellato
twice. And have you talked with us since about a year
ago when we saw you at Wake Correctional ?

No.

Has anybody prom sed you anything in exchange for your
testinony today?

No.

Did you know you were being brought here today?
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A

No, not until 10:00-sonething this norning -- | nean
| ast night --
kay.

-- that | had to go to court. And | said, for what?
They say to be a witness. | say, for what? Because
|"ve been in prison for 40 years, what | witness? |
don't witness anything. But it kind of dawned on ne
that it's possible it could be this. And | said, no,

| wote you a letter. | think | wote you all a
letter. 1've been talking to ny sister.

A letter recently?

The sane envel ope -- you gave ne two envel ope with
stanps on them and you said if | can renmenber anything

el se, to get in touch. But after talking with ny

sister, | kind of wote you a |letter saying thank you.
| didn't know if you were still on the case or not.
t hought you all had dropped it. [|'mnot sure. But

once | talked to ny sister, she said that you all had
gotten in touch. | said, okay, they are still working
on this. Good thing. And | think | wote you a
letter saying it's a good thing that you still seeking
justice for Wllie, sonething to that effect.

Is there anything that | haven't asked you that you
think is inportant for us to understand what you're

telling us?
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A Well, just on the sense that | have no ulterior
notives, for one, because |I don't. |'mnot seeking

anything. He don't owe ne anything. He and | do not
conmuni cate because | still kind of resent the fact h
inserted hisself in this case because | wanted to get
away with it, honestly. But now |'ve been eligible

for parole since 2002 and therefore |I've done the

time. 1've been punished for what |'ve done by the
adm nistration. I'mstill punishing nyself. Because
now | feel like I can do sone good based on this one

nmur der because |I'm from Durham and every week, every
week someone gets killed in Durham And | just feel
because |'ve been in for 40 years | could stop that.

| think I can cut that down at |east by a third.
Maybe not, but | certainly want to try because |I owe
that to the man's life | took. This is the approach
that | take. So | nentor people, | wite people, so
forth and so on, but sonehow | got to repay, if it's
even possible to do so. But staying in prison is not
going to help ne repay because |'ve done everything
the system has offered. It's just, it's greater
things has to be done, it just is. But if |I have to
stay in prison, then I"'mnot mad with it because |
think it's a God-given thing. This is not to rectify

me or you or, you know, the Parole Comm ssion, for
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that matter. | think it's what God allows. So | do
have a mission, | amon kind of a m ssion.
MS. MONTGOVERY- BLI NN:  Conmmi ssi ons, what

guestions do you have for M. Perry?

EXAM NATI ON BY JUDGE SUMNER
M. Perry, |I've got one question. You said you and Al
WIllis were living on what street in Durhan?
Geer Street.
Geer Street?
Ri ght .
How | ong had he been there before this event?
Well, | actually had the apartnment. | had gotten it
in ny fiancee's nane, Cynthia Parish. It was 305 East
Ceer, and it was an upstairs apartnent, one bedroom
and he took the livingroomand | had the other bedroom
once ny fiancee kind of noved out.
So the night of this event you say you don't renenber
whet her or not you had a bandana on?
Well, I know we kept themin the car at all tine when
we going to do sonething. And whether | put it on ny
face or not that night, | want to say | did because |
don't general -- when | do that, | don't generally go
in to hurt anyone when we put a mask on. Because

that's a little saying, you mask up then you don't
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hurt, you don't pull the trigger on anyone.
Did WIlis have a nmask on?

A | want to say we did. I'mnot sure. | don't
remenber. | don’t renenber, actually.

Q And it's not possible that WIlie Wnble was a | ookout
for you that evening?

A No; no. He wasn't a |lookout. He's not in ny circle.
He doesn't travel with ne. W don't -— 1 don't drink
anyway, or get high, so he's just not in ny circle,
period. If you ever nmet the guy -- and | think I
mentioned to these two |adies that if Wllie could
tell you one actual fact about this crine, then he was
there. But he was not there. He can't tell you any
of the fact because he know none of them

Q And it has taken you this long to tell this story
because of what, again, now?

A Because WIllie inserted hinself, he testified against
me. In the prison systemthat's called snitching or
ratting or whatever you mght call it. And you really
want to retaliate nore so than assist anyone. But as
you grow ol der, you, and you understand better, you
don't want to retaliate. Especially if you seen
Wllie in the situation that |I've seen himin, you can
only shake your head and say, that's a shanme that he's

al ready kind of, in my owmn words, dead. | say he's
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al ready kind of killed hisself by the way he's done
his time. It's like that. But | understand why,
because he's actually in for nothing. And | don't --
Say that again.
Because he's in for nothing. | don't think he's
handling it very well, in my own opinion. | don't
think he, | don't think he had the initiative to
fight. Like nyself, | go through the courtroom and I
study, and | go to the library because | wanted to get
this one wong off of me for sonme reason. Even if |
had to lie and say | had no participation in it, I
wanted to get this off me because | didn't think it
was just the way it was done. However, he didn't have
that capacity, and I think it's worn on himover the
years. A lot of tinmes | hear people say that know
WIllie and know nysel f, your crime partner is at this
canp or your crinme partner is at that canp. But he
has never been nmy crinme partner and | always |let them
know that this is not ny crime partner, this is the
man that testified against ne. He don't know not hi ng
about the crinme, he really don't.
Al right. Thank you.

JUDGE SUWNER: Any ot her questions?

MR SMTH  Could | ask?

JUDGE SUMNER:  Yes, sir.
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EXAM NATI ON BY MR SM TH

How old was WIllie when you nmet him when you first

knew hi nf?
When | first knew Wllie? | wasn't staying in
Cornwal lis when | first knew Wllie. | think | net

his cousin first, a good guy naned Dal e Farri ngton.
So | think I was staying on Bingham Street and | was
about maybe 14.

How ol d would W1l Ilie have been?

|"mnot sure; |I'mnot sure. |'mnot sure.

ls --

| think I"'ma little older, one way or the other.

So he woul d have been | ess than 14 --

May be.

-- when you net hinf

May be.
Was he still in school?
| don’t know, because he just wasn't -- | don’t know.

What is he Iike? You said that he was slow. \Wat did
you observe about him if you recall, that would tel
you that he was sl ow?

Well, | told you we ducked school on occasions and al
this. 1t's a group of us that ducked school, that

pl ay hooky from school. And WIllie was kind of |ike

t he outside of just hanging out with the group, kind
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of like that. But everybody |iked hi mbecause he
wasn't rowdy, he wasn't boisterous or anything. Even
when he drink this little wines or whatever, he wasn't
that type of person. And all of us kind of |iked him
But this one cat was kind of bully, he was a bully
type. | didn't like himparticularly.

Did he stay in school ?

| don’t know.

You don't know whether he went on to high school ?

| don’t know because | just wasn't in his circle.

Did you ever conmt an arnmed robbery with WIllie?

Not with Wllie, no, ever. But | did set up that one
job for WIllie because Wllie was --

And that was a break-in?

No; no. It was a robbery.

O a store?

No. Specifically it was an insurance conpany.

| nsurance conpany?

Yes.

And did he do that?

Yes.

Did he get caught for that?

No.

So he never served any tine for that?

No. And when he, when he came back to our apartnent,
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| was staying on Geer Street at the tinme, when he nade
it back to the apartnent | think he kind of brought
the response teamto the nei ghborhood kind of, sort
of .
Way did you stop school in the ninth grade?
Because | want to play football and | got cut off the
football team And | --
| f you' d stayed in school, would that --
|'d have played football and baseball.
-- would that have changed the direction of your life?
Yes; yes. Right now |I'm a professional student.
Did anybody try to get you to stay in school?
Not particularly. M father wasn't in the househol d,
so ny nomsay if you turning 16, you can quit school,
but you're going to get a job. And when | did,
started snmoking, quit school, and got sone little
nmedi ocre jobs here and there. |If |I'd have stayed in
school, no, none of this wouldn't happened because |
really wasn't that type of person. | had a paper
route at 14, sold apples, sold papers, nmade nopney.

JUDGE SUWNER: |'msorry, but we need to
stop for a second.
Yes.

M5. MONTGOMERY-BLINN:  We just need to take a

break. W' ve got a Conm ssioner that had to run out
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for a second.
( THEREUPON, A SHORT RECESS WAS TAKEN FROM

11: 37 AM THROUGH 11:42 A M)

BY MR SM TH:

> O »>» O >

JUDGE SUWNER: We'll resunme. M. Perry, |
think I cut you off in a md-sentence. Do you want to
finish what you were sayi ng?

Where was |1? 60 years old, you going to -- | nean --

JUDGE SUMNER: | understand, trust ne.

That's all ny questions, thank you.

EXAM NATI ON BY Ms. Pl CKENS
M. Perry, when you first started tal king about the
night of this incident that you and M. WIllis were
together, and did you say you were driving your car, a
Cadi |l | ac?
Yes; yes.
When you got to the convenience store, this little
Food Mart, do you renenber where you parked the
vehi cl e?
Yes.
Where did you park?
On the side of the building right next to the street.
At the convenience store, at the little Food Mart?

Right. It wasn't in the, it wasn't in front of the
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store, it was off to the side kind of on the street.
But it was beside the Food Mart?
Yes.

Q Thank you, sir.

JUDGE SUWNER: Any ot her questions?

EXAM NATI ON BY MR VI CKORY

Q The reason for parking the way you did, | take it, was
to not draw attention to your car?

A Yes, and because | was kind of famliar wth Butner.
It was an easy route to go on down and get on the
bridge and go to 85. It was pointing kind of in the
right direction. Opposite direction of Durham but
still.

Q But sonebody just driving by the store woul dn't
necessarily see you parked at the front door or out by

the gas tank or anything like --

A Actual ly, sonebody seen it parked on the side, |
think. | think in one of the testinony they say they
seen a sedan. | was trying to figure out whether a

sedan nmean four door or two door. They kind of
di spute that in sonme of ny petitions, but that's where
we' re parked, on the side.

Q But you recall actually thinking about where you were

going to park your car when you got there?
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No; no.
Oh, really?
No, | didn't. WMatter of fact, | didn't go there to a

specific destination, as for that particular store. |
didn't go there, we was kind of just shopping for a
pl ace that's conveni ent and qui et and what ever.

didn't just, just pick this, oh, I"mgoing to Butner
and get this particular store. It wasn't |like that.
But you felt |ike Butner was maybe a right area for a
robbery?

Yeah, because we -- yes, we have been to Bahama, we
had roll around a little bit inside of Durham and sone
town, sone place in Durham then we went to Butner
Gas wasn't so expensive then, so --

Had you robbed the place in Butner before that?

No; no.

Was it your idea, though, to go to Butner?

Yeah.

| take it from sone of your conversations nmaybe you
were, a lot of these series of crinmes you were
commtting at that tinme may have been your idea, is
that right?

As sad as it is, yes.

Wul d you consi der yourself probably the -- and |I'm

not | ooking to belittle anybody, and I know you aren't
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ei ther when you were tal ki ng about M. Wnbl e, but
woul d you consi der yourself nmaybe the nore intelligent
of the group that you were doing these robberies wth?
Bet ween Al and nysel f?

Yes.

Yes, because he -- | used to date Al's sister, so Al
and | becane friends. And he was also in the

nei ghbor hood and nme and hi m has al ways kind of had a
good chem stry, even when his nom passed. So Al told
me a story one tinme that said his nother told himjust
before he passed that she would al ways | ook out for
him And so | kind of felt the sane way when | was
com ng out on passes fromwhen | was in Butner,

woul d cone to his house and stay. There was no
stipul ati ons on where you could be. You needed no
itinerary. So when | would conme on by on those 24-
hour passes from Unstead, | would stay at his house
and then go back hone and cone back to the unit,
because | was going with his sister. So he and | kind
of fornmed |ike a bond. So when he got kicked out of
his apartnment or his house that his brother had given
him then | brought himin ny apartnment. His sister
went with his older sister that's staying, he cane

w th ne.

And that's nore out of a sense of loyalty to himor his
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nmom or - -
Yeah, just out of the fact that | just knew himand we
was al ways cool .

Did you find yourself trying to help other fol ks there
i n the nei ghborhood?

Al ways; always. | still do that to this day, it's
just not to the extent of commtting a crine. | won't
do that, but | do that to this day.

Well, when you referred to having a problemw th

M. Wnble and sone, naybe his crowd or whatever, |I'm
not sure if he had a crowd, but you were tal ki ng about
hi m breaki ng i nto houses. You were concerned that
maybe you need to aid himto seek a reformation in the
way he was --

That too, but nostly because the houses he was breaking
in was people in the project, and sonehow t hat just
don't fit. You don't, these people don't really have
a lot; these people don't have a lot. But they were
still kind of stealing and little petty stuff, their
TVs and stuff like this.

So you took it upon yourself maybe to find hima
better --

Yeah --

-- so to speak?

-- 1 did; | did. | said, |look, you can just go get
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t he noney then buy what you want if you just need
money. And | say, | try to help you get a little easy
job that you can't hurt nobody, and that will help you
get sone noney. And that's what he done.

So you lined up the, or scouted out the insurance
conpany, is that the way it was?

Well, actually, it was nmy insurance conpany.

Now, what do you nean by that?

| had a Coupe de Ville and it was my car insurance
conpany.

Okay. So you were custoner of that insurance conpany?
Yes.

And you had been in there to make paynents, | take

it --

Yes.

-- and knew where they kept the noney?

Yes. And | was adamant about him-- | didn't really
want to have hima gun, period. But | was adamant
about hi mnot shooting anyone because these were sone
good people and | knew themvery well. And he didn't,
he pretty nmuch did, just got noney and just ran,

guess, |I'mnot sure, but he made it back to ny
apartnent. But that's the last | seen him And

t hat --

Did he take a gun with hinf
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A

Yes, | gave himone with only two bullets. But he,
he's not a shooting kind of guy and I kind of nade it
pl ain, don't shoot anybody, just go in the little
wooden drawer and get the noney and just |eave. And
that's what he done.

Way did you give himbullets?

Because guns cone with bullets. W just -- and |
didn't think he would, no way, but he didn't.

Take it for just in case type --

Yeah, | guess; | guess. You know, when you're young
and you're irrational, you just, | don’t know, you
think you got all the sense during those tines, but |
t hi nk that was one of them situation where the, would
be -- I was just, | don't know, they kind of build ne
as a little Robin Hood type guy who get noney. Even
when | got noney | would cone give it away, cone to
the projects and give it to whonmever may need it, buy
groceries, all kind of stuff for other people.

And that kind of goes in with your philosophy that
it's better to rob businesses and people with noney
rather than break into their hones, people in the
proj ects?

Yes; yes. Yes.

The gun you gave him what kind of gun was it?

| don't think it -- it was a revolver type, a little,
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small gun, | think. |'mnot sure, don't renenber.
Did he bring it back wth hinf

Yes.

Did he conme back --

It m ght have been a bigger gun, but I'mnot sure.

He hadn't shot it, though, that you know about ?

No; no.

And when he brought it back or brought the, cane back
to your place after the robbery of the insurance
conpany, where did he go?

Well, actually, | put himup in nmy |loft because the
nei ghbor hood was kind of swarmng with police. And I
had a little push-up loft right beside the stairs
because | lived upstairs, and | put himup there till
the nightfall, and after that he went, he left after
we split the noney, he just left.

When you say a push-up loft, is that |like an attic or
somet hi ng?

Ri ght; right.

You coul d cl ose the door behind hinf

Yes.

Did the | aw ever come | ooking for hinf

No, but they canme | ooking for ne.

Did they think you were invol ved?

Because | was on parole and that's kind of |ike ny M)
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and they knew where | lived. | think they, they took
me downt own and questioned ne about the situation.
And he was up in ny loft at the time. And | made,
made sure that the | adies was safe because | think it
was two or three people in there at the tine. And
they were sitting in the police station. And he

| ooked at nme and | kind of recognized him and that
was a good thing, and after that. That's the only
time | ever seen him

When he came back to your house with the noney, did
you get any of it?

Yes.

So you all split that noney?

Yeah.

And do you consi der yourself as being a part of that
armed robbery?

Yes; yes.

| mean, you understand about acting in concert and
accessory after the fact, those types of concepts, |
take it?

Yes; yes.

Did you nmentor anybody el se for any arned robberies?
No. Over the years -- well, during those little tine
there I've always had little conveni ence stores and

t hi ngs kind of, if you need $500 or $600, | would get
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it, whatever, w thout hurting anyone.
So you did themyourself nost of the tine?
Mostly. And Al, when he noved in, he and | would do
it on occasion. But it wasn't a regular thing, it
j ust whenever we need, m ght need noney, sone of this
nat ur e.

Q WIllie was the only person you specifically ever

coached through a, like held a hand, picked it out for
hi n?
A Vell, Al was, Al was a kind of |long term because --

then once we did it a couple tinme, he wouldn't | eave,
he woul dn't go get his own apartnment or go get his own
car or whatever; he wouldn't |eave.

Ri ght .

So he and | kind of hung together.

Q So what |'msaying is you nentored Al and then you
mentored M. Wnble. Those are the only two that you
ever taught robbery?

A Pretty much; pretty nuch. |It's been other little guys
| just gave noney to or fromrobberies or whatever.

Q Did you ever do a robbery in that tine frane there
where you used a | ookout?

A Well, | tried to use a | ookout one tine and the nman
ki nd of chickened out and I kind of shot nyself in the

process. And soO --
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Q
A

You shot yourself?

Yeah. It was just, just a situation where no one got
hurt but ne because the --

Are you tal king about you physically shot yourself?
Yes, because when you have a | ookout and | was trying
to do too many jobs at one tine and kind of shot nyself
in the |eqg.

But you at sone point recognized that maybe a | ookout
m ght be a val uable thing, especially if you get
occupi ed inside a building?

No, sir.

You did not?

What | recognized fromthis shot was the fact that

am not doi ng nothing with nobody el se because they're
unreliabl e.

How many robberies would you say you were involved, or
can you even tell us back during that tinme frame?

| don't know, naybe five, six, sonewhere in there.

But only two that, where people was, soneone were hurt;
only two.

One was with you and one was in this case?

One was -- yeah; yes. Just one that |I'm convicted of
both, 1'm convicted of both of those robberies.

Nobody ever upset you in any of the other robberies to

cause you to shoot thenf?
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A

| never get -- | never got upset other than the fact
that they may say sonething |like the N word or,

ain't giving you nothing, or sonmething to that nature.
Then | said, what? | got a gun. You supposed to give
the noney up first and get this back, you aren't
supposed to rebel, sonething like that. | was

t hi nki ng on those terns.

You were kind of sending the nessage, | guess, if

you' re getting robbed by nme, you better not give nme
any lip, is that --

No, that's -- | wasn't no bad person. | never been a
terrible person like that, or angry, or evil to that
extent where you better not ness wwth ne. No, |'ve
kind of -- if |I had to describe nyself, | would say

" m probably one of the nost kind hearted people in
the world. But during those younger days, then it was
just give the noney up because they're going to give
it back to you. But sonetinmes you --— those couple

i nstances you just run into people that was kind of
adamant about not giving or not obeying any orders,
what ever. That was just two occasion.

Have you tal ked to anybody, a publisher or anything,
anybody about the book?

No; no. No.

Tal ked to anybody about getting to wite --
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A It's just an idea that | have that | need to wite ny
aut obi ography, 40 years down under and probably a
t rut hf ul aut obi ography about ny |ife.

Q Have you thought about it, |ike nmade any notes or
started witing the manuscript or anything |like that?

A Only thing | actually started witing is when
situations happen to ne wwthin the institution, and
then I would start witing about that particul ar
incident. For instance, the taking of our MAPP and
the -- | was given a MAPP one tinme and they took it
five days before it's tinme for me to go hone, after
bei ng on work rel ease, hone pass, and so forth. And |
started witing about that because | never understood

why. Until this day | still don't know why.

Q Were you part of that group that --

A Yes.

Q -- the governor --

A Yes.

Q -- pulled the plug on?

A Yes.

Q M. Jones, Alford Jones was one of those, too, right?
A Yes; yes.

Q So you had sone resentnent about that, |I'msure?

A O course. It stopped ne going hone and | have an A

B, and a C plan as far as sonething very, very
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positive; very positive.

The process of actually selling a book, have you

t hought nuch about --

No; no.

-- about that?

It just something, it's, the book situation -- |
listened to the two ladies -- it's because it's one of
themthings in the back of your head that | plan to do
before | pass, because this story need to be told. |

just kind of think people m ght be interested, or

whatever. It may never cone to fruition; it may not.
| don’t know, |I'mnot sure. Because | know | got to
work. | got a degree in conputer with that in mnd

It maybe talk it out on the conputer instead of
sitting down and witing it. But it may or may not
come to fruition, I'"'mnot sure, but | really want to
do it.

Have you ever thought about the angle that, you know,
sonebody dealing with the struggles of a lifetine and
the things that have happened to them over the years
m ght just be just another story, but if you throw in
this little hook of doing the right thing, innocence,
you m ght sell some books?

No.

That never crossed your m nd?
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A

No, | haven't even thought about it to that extent.
really haven't thought about a publisher or anything
of that nature, really. But | do feel that it would
be a story worth telling at sonme point. And nost
likely it's talking, but definitely not for -- no,
that's too far ahead and, plus, it's too nuch work to
wite a book, that's the way | look at it. So | went
and got degrees and di pl omas and everything else. |
just like working with ny hands, kind of, sort of.

" ma maintenance tech, so | get ny certifications in
all these other thing because |I |ike working with ny
hands. However, | do |ike working with groups of
peopl e, too. Because |like |I nentioned earlier, Durham
has a problem Over the years |'ve seen it. And |
think I owe the guy, M. Brently, | think is his nane
in Butner, a chance to save sonebody's |ife;
sonebody's. And | don’t knowif it's going --

Do you know the man's nane?

| don’t knowif it's going to nmake it up for me for
what |'ve done; | don't know, but | definitely want to
put an effort towards it because Durhamis --

Do you renenber the man's nanme that you nurdered?

| do. | think it was Brently, because | never forget
it because | never forget his face, kind of, sort of.

But the nanme kind of escape nme because sonetines it's
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clear and sonetine it's not. | don't want to seem
insulting to him but it just old age, | give it now
Because one tinme | used to think about it all the
tine.

You got any ideas about how you're going to cut this
nmurder rate down in Durham by a third?

Yes, | won't go to the churches and do it, and | won't
go to the big neetings and do it. You got to get in
t he nei ghbor hoods; you got to get in the

nei ghbor hoods. Being in prison for as long as | have
and seeing these guys once they get on TV and they've
commtted these nurders, these accidental murders,
these pride nurders, and then they get on TV and they
went by like little kids and then they want mama to
help them 1 got to let them see thensel ves ahead of
time. They have to see thenself after the effect if
t hey remai n being carel ess.

Most of themare --

Just pulling the trigger just to be pulling it.

Acci dental shootings or drive-by shooting just becone
a part of a gang when the gang don't care about --
they got to see that once they conme in the system the
gang don't care anything about them There's no
conflict between Bl oods and Cri ps because once you

cone in the system you're one in the same, you get
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along. So why the conflict have to be in the street?
They got to understand the ternms of a gang. Gang nean
you take care of your community and the old folks in
your comrunity. You don't do it by violence, you do
it by doing sonething constructive. Gangs wasn't out
there when | was out there. Crack wasn't out there
when | was out there. This is sonething |I'mlearning
while I'"'mhere howto tackle and how to deal with. So
| don’t know how effective I'll be. Heck, |I've got
the first challenge of getting out of prison, and they
don't seemto want to let nme out on that. But as ny
mom says, | got to walk out just like |I walked in or
else | stay in, it can't be any other way. But once |
wal k out, | got to be prepared to never wal k back in
and to prevent anyone else fromcomng in. | don’t
know how nuch, how effective I'll be, but | do know
that 1'mgoing to save sonebody life; | do know this
because | know how.

Do you think that nost of those young nen see

t hensel ves as sonething that they really aren't?
Always. | seen nyself as sonething that | really
wasn't. | wasn't really that smart, |like Wllie
Wnbl e. Because if | were that smart, then | would
have val ued every life and every piece of property

that you may own or he nay own or anyone el se may own,
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that they have a right to own these things. Heck,

want to own sonething. | don't want nobody cone take
it. | got to be -- I'"'m®60 years old, about to turn 61
in Decenber. So if |I turn 61 and |I'm al nost at
retirement age, who's going to hire ne now? So | got
to get out there and be beneficial to nmyself, for one.
O course |I'm mar ket abl e because | kind of stayed kind
of in shape or whatever, and |I've educated nyself in
sonme certain areas. But that doesn't nmean |'m going
to get a job, so | got to be able to do sonething.

But com ng back to prison is not an option.

First time |I've ever had on such thing as
this. | seen it in the slamer, but | would never
have on another one. Hopefully you all will arrange
sonet hi ng anot her way, because | never want to put on
this again. This is torture.

Thank you.

COW SSI ONER SANDS-BELLE: May | ask a
gquestion?

JUDGE SUMNER: Ms. Sands-Belle. W'l get

you next. Yes, nma' am

EXAM NATI ON BY MS. SANDS- BELLE
M. Perry, you tal ked about involvenent with the

Jaycees. Wuld you tell us a little bit nore about
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A

> O > O

t hat ?

" malways involved in some civil activity or working
Wi th some union trying to get things solved. But at
But ner they started a Jaycee chapter sponsored by our
Oxford chapter, | think it was, or a Henderson
chapter. And we wanted to start a chapter and |
becanme the first interimpresident, and then | ater on
voted in as the president. And so it was ny
responsibility to come up with projects to nake noney
and sponsor a couple of famlies that can't have toys
for their kids and so forth and so on, and that's what
we did.

Was that while incarcerated?

That's while incarcerated, yeah.

Ckay.

This was at Unstead, which kind of made nme famliar
with Butner in a sense.

And you tal ked a | ot about being, you know, hopefully
com ng out and doing sone, you know, sone good things
in the conmunity.

Goi ng to.

My question to you is, your com ng out, how do you
think that would inpact the victims famly that's had
to endure a total life change?

That's a very good question, however, it's been a | ot
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of years; a lot of years. And | don't think ne
staying in right now would benefit. But howit would
inpact the famly, | can't, | really can't answer

t hat .

Q And how many years do you think it would take for you

to beinjail to in any way kind of give them sone

sense of whol eness and, | guess, a sense of justice?

A Being in jail | don't think would give them any sense

of justice. But what | do once |'ve been in here and
get out, what | do after that may. Wat | do in the
name of M., | think it's Brently, | want to say it —-
| can't think his nanme, but | do know it start with a
B. | do knowthis: In ny heart | don't know how it
will inpact the famly, but in ny heart | know it
woul d benefit ne, because | never, ever be able to
replace their father or their husband, that's

i npossible. But | may very well be able to save

soneone else's brother, nother, sister, father.

Q What woul d you say to that famly if they could hear

your right now?

A | don't even think sorry would be enough, honestly.

That's why |'mnot big on saying |"mgoing to do this
and |'mgoing to do that. |'mnot that kind of cat.
But | can show them Right now | teach a |ot of guys

-- | study a religion called Mor Science. And the
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Moor Science teaches you about yoursel f; basically,
that's it, and the God that dwells within you. And
it's not so much of you trying to get God in your life
as it is that you're trying to extract God fromw thin
and portray it outwardly. So what | do on the canp is
not so nuch attend Christian services and so on. |
seen so many people put the Bible down at the door and
wal k out the gate and be back in six nonths. But |
think it's what character you denonstrate, what -- how
you apply that |esson to your character that nmatters

t he nost, because then you're going to wal k that wal k
and you're going to talk that talk, but you're going
to be what you are. Do you understand what |'m

sayi ng? Does that nake sense?

(No audi bl e response.)

A So on the canp | amwho | am and what you see i s what
you get. But it's always going to be about | ove,
always. It's not going to deviate fromthat.

JUDGE SUMNER:  Ms. Surgeon

M5. SURGEON. Thank you.

EXAM NATI ON BY MS. SURGEON
Q M. Perry, did you and M. WIIlis discuss this robbery
days before you actually went to Butner?

A. No: no.
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Q

Did you all ever discuss with anybody el se that you
were going to be doing any robbery?

No. You -- those kind of things, well, we're going to
do sone robbi ng, no.

And it was just the two of you?

Because we stayed together and we knew when we needed
noney, rent, whatever. And so we would just go find
sonething to rob, nothing major. W weren't going to
rob a bank because | don't think either, either of us
had the heart to do that. But we would al ways do
sonet hing that would get a few hundred and get us

t hrough just for the nmonent, just for the, a short
time.

So just the two of you and no | ookout, no third
person --

No.

-- at all?

No, because generally we just | ook at the place and
say, okay, we got two or three mnutes to go and rob
this and get out of here and run. Because generally
it doesn't take no nore than two or three m nutes,

so --

So when did you first hear that M. Wnble was nmaki ng
statenents about what happened or what he said

happened?

Ira Anderson
P.O. Box 6348
Concord, NC 28027
704/467-4950




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

State v. Wonble, 75-CRS-06128 6/ 2/ 14 86

A

O

> O »>» O >

We never heard; we never heard. Actually, they had
brought nme fromthe Durham County Jail to the
Granville County Jail, and the first that | even knew
about WIllie even being involved in this case

what soever was the SBI, two of themand a, | think it
was a regul ar policeman, wal ked in through the jail,
say -- and | know him | ask him what the heck are
you doing up here? And that's only thing | ever said
to himbefore he got on the stand.

When he got on the stand?

That's before he got on the stand. That's the only
thing I -- what are you doing up here in Ganville
County, basically what |I'm asking. Because he wal ki ng
with the two SBI agents. And they |ooked back and,

t hey | ooked back and said, we got you now, with the N
wor d.

Referring to who?

Me.

So when, you were in the courtroomwhen M. Wnble
testified?

This was actually during the trial, yes.

Was this during the probable cause hearing --

No.

-- or during the trial?

This was during the trial.
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Q
A

Were you present for his probabl e cause hearing?

No. | don't even know when he had a probabl e cause or
atrial, for that matter. Only thing | seen was him
when he canme into Central Prison a year or so later
what ever. He had on green clothes, which is

saf ekeepi ng.

So were you ever present to hear himnake statenents
about what was supposed to have happened from his
perspective?

No, just in open court. Oh, fromhis perspective,
never. But just when he got on the stand in court
that he said anything and retracted it.

Were you present when he got on the stand?

Yes.

So what did he say about what happened and how he knew
anyt hi ng?

He never said how he knew. He just said he was with
me and Wllie, and he say he was with nme, BooBoo

Frazier, Al WIllis, and hinmself, and we went to

Butner. | drove ny car. This is what he was saying
on the stand. And he said, | shot -- he made it
specific, | shot the man three tines.

Referring to --
Me.

-- you?
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A

Q

Yes.

Ckay.

At the tinme | didn't know anything about a statenent
that he had witten or supposedly had witten. And,
but then in the mddle of his testinony he just
changed his testinony, say | was nowhere near, | was at
home watching this programand that program And
everybody started getting |louder in the audience. The
judge hitting his gavel, and his |awer's junping up
and asking for dismssals. And two of the guys wal ks
out of the courtroom and they takes nme back to the —-
of course ny | awer asked for a dismssal, |I think his
name was Cross, and they denied it. Took nme back to
the jail and | never seen himagain until he canme into
Central Prison

So what specifically did he say, if anything, that was
correct about what happened?

Not hing. He just say he was with nme and | shot the
man. That's basically all that, that he was saying
until he retracted his statenent, | was with himand
all with BooBoo --

Did he have any specific details about what happened?
He didn't express any specific details other than the
fact we all went in the store and he was there and he

seen ne shoot the man. That's what he sai d.
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Q
A

o >» O » O > O » O > O

He said all four of you went into the store?

Yeah. He say all of us was there. And that's so --
so it was no truth to this matter; none. BooBoo, he
don't even break the law. He's a whorehead, he kindly
just drinks. Good guy though, but just drinks. He
never come to prison because he's still out there.
seen himon hone when I was on CV passes one tine.
He's like, Joe Perry, and gave ne $20, but no.

Do you know whet her M. Wnbl e can read?

| don’t know.

You don't know?

Uh- huh (yes).

Do you know if he can wite?

| don’t know.

And you don't know exactly how far he got into school ?
| don't.

Was he in special classes when he was in school ?

No, because he was never in the schools that | was in.

Thank you.

FURTHER EXAM NATI ON BY MS. Pl CKENS
M. Perry, you spoke about your nother. |Is she still
l'iving?
Yes. She just turned 85 May 24.

Did you get at one tine honme passes, did you say?
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> O > O

O

> O » O » O >

> ©o » O » O >

Yes.

When you received your honme passes, where did you go?
| stayed with nmy sister at her hone.

You stayed with your sister?

Yes.

Was that in Durhanf

Al though — yes, it's in Durham Al though nmy nother,
my brother, and ny sisters, they was all kind of
sponsors, could pick nme up fromthe unit.

And those honme visits, was that for a weekend --

Yes.

-- or just overnight?

Over, it's overnight. Sonetime 24 hours, sonetine 48
hour s.

During those hone passes that you got did you ever see
your friend, M. WIIlis?

No, he was in, he was in the system

So M. WIlis was --

Ch, you nean Wllie -- you nmean Al bert WIIlis?

Yes.

No, not once.

Was he still living in Durham or do you recall?

| guess. | have not -- matter of fact, that is
strange. Not once did | see himon CV passes or hone

pass. Didn't know where the -- what was happeni ng.
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Didn't really want to see him actually. He hadn't
done anything for ne since | was in the system so |
really didn't want to see him

Q So fromthe nonent you went into the systemuntil he
died in 2011 you had no contact?

A None.

But you held true to your faith and your code?

The deed was done and, in all honesty, | was the
culprit, in all honesty. And whether | felt |ike I
was treated fairly or not, | did know that justice had
been done with me as far as putting ne in the system
They was kind of |ike follow ng along, kind of, sort
of .

Q The fact that he never wote, never contacted, never
sent noney, never came for a visit, never got you
cigarettes, that did not --

A No.

-- bot her you?

A No, because he wasn't obligated to nme; he wasn't

obl i gat ed.

But he had been |li ke a brother?

A Vll, not |like a brother because | got four other
brothers, but -- or three now, but a very good friend.
O 1, nore or less, was a very good friend to him you

m ght say, nmore so than anything --
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Q

| started to say naybe you were a little bit better
friend.

Yeah, | was a better friend to himthan he to I,
think. But generally, that's the way it always is.
Generally, that's what it is because | consider a
friend a friend, and they didn't. And so generally,
it last along lifetime with nme when they are very
good friend. Not one that's going to cause ne any
harm or anything, but if you're a friend, | know the
true value of a friend. So with ne, if you get a

friend in me, you got a good friend. Not to the

extent that 1'll comnmt a crinme for you no nore, but
yeah.
Thank you.

M5. SURGEON: | have anot her question.

JUDGE SUWNER: Yes, nma' am

FURTHER EXAM NATI ON BY MS. SURGEON
M. Perry, why do you say that you were treated
unfairly if you are serving a sentence for an arned
robbery that you admttedly commtted and a nurder
that you admttedly commtted?
Treated unfairly? | don't understand.
You just said that you --

Ch, oh, okay.
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Q -- were treated unfairly.
A Excuse nme; excuse ne. By the neans of which | was
convicted. | nean, | believe in justice. Right now I

believe in | aw probably nore than nost. But the | aw
don't seemto have any criteria when it conmes to guys
who' ve commtted crines. Although we partially
citizens, it just don't -— the neans in which a man is
convi cted should be just. Although he may have
commtted the crime | think the facts should be stated
correctly.

Q So are you saying that you were treated unfairly
because essentially you were convicted based on, |

guess, the testinony --

A O fal se testinony.

Q -- of --

A Yes

Q -- someone who --

A Was not there, didn't have no know edge.

Q -- didn't have that infornmation?

A Yes, ma'am yes, ma'am Yes, nma'am

Q And is that why you have waited so |ong additionally
to cone forward with the information regarding
M. Wnble's innocence?

A No. To cone forward earlier than Al's death woul d

mean | would have to inplicate Al if to tell the
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truth. And | would, if |I came forward, | would have
to tell the truth because |I'mobligated to do so not
by your right or by the law s right, but because it's
just nme. And then | would break sone little code in
bringing himinto the systemwhen truly and honestly
it was mne, ny doing, 99 percent of it, the pl anning,
the where we went, | was driving the car. So they got

the right man, basically.

Q But in your code and of what you've expressed, it's

nmore inportant to protect soneone who was, in fact,
with you and involved rather than to bring forth
i nformati on about sonmeone who clearly was not

i nvol ved?

A But the thing is, | did not inplicate him | did not

put himin the position that he was in. He
voluntarily stepped in that position. If | would

have, if | would have caused himto be where he was,

then | would have corrected that, too; | woul d have,
honestly. If, for instance, they would have gotten ne
and Al and WIllie, | would have cane forth nuch

earlier and say, look, WIllie didn't have anything --
as a matter of fact, he wouldn't of never went to
trial because | just don't believe in people being
puni shed for -- but he inplicated hinself in this

situation. | was pissed with him to be honest, that
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he did what he done. So I'mnot that evil guy who's
saying, | don't care, you can hurt if |I'mhurting.

No; no. No, that's not ne, that's not nmy character.

Q Thank you

JUDGE SUVWNER: M. Smith

FURTHER EXAM NATI ON BY MR SM TH

Q Way in the world do you think WIllie confessed to
doi ng sonething he didn't do?

A | never knew he did. | nean, | don't know why he got
on the stand. | don’t know. That puzzles ne to this
day.

Q Was there any other evidence against you other than
Wllie' s testinony?

A QG her than the fact, | think one guy said he seen a
dark sedan parked beside the store, and | think the
little girl who said it was a tall man and a short man
with no true -- but if she would have seen ne, | do
know she woul d have known nme; | do know that. And
pl ease, please, please, please don't think I would
have done that to a child, because | wouldn't. Please
don't think that.

But they got the right man, but they had --
The wong --

Q -- a wtness who didn't know anything about it?
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A

Q

>

o >» O » O > O

Tr ue.

Did your | awer cross-exam ne hinf

No, never got the opportunity because he change his
testinmony in mdstream when the DA was questi oning
hi m

When he changed his testinony did your case still go
to the jury?

Yes. Not that particular day. They canme back and
tried ne on his statenent. CObviously, he had witten
a statement and the DA actually got before the court
and read the statenent, maybe four pages, four or
five, but deleting ny nanme. And | thought that was so
unfair. But that's what | argued in the courts nore
t han anyt hi ng el se.

So they accidently got the right man?

Pretty much, yes. By whatever neans they use, yes.
And so justice was done?

Yes.

But in a strange way?

Yes; yes.

And you admt that you caused the death of another
human bei ng?

Yes, | did.

Are you sorry for that?

Very much so. | regret it to this day.

Ira Anderson
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Q

| f you had a chance to tell the famly of that man,
woul d you tell themyou were sorry?

Yes; yes. But | don't think even in saying it, |
woul d want themto see it. | wouldn't just want them
to hear ny word because, as we know in sone of the
sciences that | study, a man can nmake his nouth say
anything. And |I'mjust not one of those kind. When
speak, | basically speak fromthe heart.

Thank you.

EXAM NATI ON BY SHERI FF VAN DUNCAN
Tell nme just a little bit nore about Al WIllis as far
as your feelings toward himfor not being nore
supportive while you were incarcerat ed.
Vell, it really wasn't too nuch to feel about hi mnot
doi ng sone of the things that | probably woul d have
done, and | neasure what he shoul d have done by what |
woul d have done.
| understand. What are sone of the things that you
woul d have done had the rol es been reversed?
| f they would have gotten hin?
Yes.
He probably woul dn't have needed anything. On
occasions | would sent noney, probably would send him

l[ittle girl to visit himor sonething, bring himfood
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or whatever. But | would have done that because it
woul d have been the right thing to do. But he didn't
think to that extent or he didn't care to that extent,
| don't think. And plus, in hindsight that | think
about A, you mght say he was a little bit selfish
because it was the girl, there was the party, and then
so forth, and that's all he basically want to do. But
he was a good guy still, in ny mnd. But he never
hurt anybody, he never have in nothing that we done.
Al t hough he may have acconpany nme and was just as
guilty as I, he never actually hurt nobody. And for
that | kind of respected. And believe ne, people,

pl ease know that this thing graduated to that point.
Because it went to — adamant, very adamant about
hurting, not hurting anyone. And it just kind of got
to that point. And it's always sone little trigger.
"' mnot going to do nothing, |I'mnot going — okay,
just say whatever, sonething like that. It doesn't
justify it, but that just what happened during those

tinmes.

Q How did you becone aware of the Innocence Comm ssion

process to be able to petition?

A Well, because | was working with the courts for so

many years trying to get -- you know, the |aw

l[ibraries in the earlier years and so forth, and tried
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to get ny case back in court, that you | earn about the
| nnocence Comm ttee and the things they are doing with
certain cases and so forth and so on. And |I knew at
the tine that | submtted this letter here to the

| nnocence Conmttee that they were his only hope.
Being that Al was dead, if the story was to be told --
even if they even accepted the case. |'mnot even
sure if they would, but I would tell themthe story
just the sane. And to ne, just by telling themthe
story, whether they accepted it or not, | had done ny
part. | done what was right and just, whether they
accepted it or not. And then | can nove on to do

what ever, you know, better things or whatever. So |
didn't stay in touch with these |adies or keep witing
and say, well, add this to it and add that to it,
because once | told themthis, it was in, basically in
their hands. | kind of relieved nyself of that, that
burden |I've been carrying for so many years.

Did you follow or | ook at any other |Innocence

Comm ssion cases that took place while you were

i ncar cerated?

It's very hard not to see the ones about sone of the
rape cases and so forth and so on because | study |aw
and | kind of work with ny cases and you run across

these situations fromtine to tinme. So you know if
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you want to get sonething corrected, at |east get it

| ooked at, you have to send it to the Prison Legal
Service or you send it to the I nnocence Commttee.
And if you had any nmerit whatsoever, they would at

| east seek it out.

So you would be famliar that M. Wnble m ght be
entitled to sone financial --

That woul dn't have anything to do wth nme though, none
what soever. Matter of fact, he had no know edge that
| even wote the Innocence Commttee. He and | did
not talk. Matter of fact, he pretty nuch avoi ded ne
when we were on the unit together, and | had no words
for him Aside fromthat one instance at Wake in
2011, | ask himhow did he insert hisself in this
case, or I in his. And then that's the only words we
actual ly ever said the whol e period.

Thank you, M. Perry.

FURTHER EXAM NATI ON BY MS. SURGEON
What did he say when you asked himhow did he get in
t he case?
He said the SBI told him didit.
M5. MONTGOMERY- BLI NN: Thank you for
testifying today, we have no further questions. Your

Honor, 1'll ask that he be released fromthe wit and
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be able to return this afternoon.
JUDGE SUWMNER: You're excused. Thank you.
M5. MONTGOMERY- BLI NN:  Thank you, M. Perry.
Thank you. May | say one other thing?
JUDGE SUMNER:  Yes, sir.

| f given the opportunity to speak to the famly, and I

wish |l will at sone point, be it out or in, | do want
to apologize, | do, fromthe heart, because | really
do regret doing that, | regret it.

JUDGE SUWNER: Thank you, sir.

(MR PERRY | S EXCUSED FROM THE PROCEEDI NGS. )

M5. MONTGOMERY- BLI NN:  The Conm ssion al so
obtained a court order to nonitor M. Perry's incom ng
and outgoing nmail, phone calls, and visitor log from
the Division of Prisons. M. Perry is not aware that
his calls and mail have been nonitored by the
Commi ssion other than that they are nonitored by DOC
The phone calls we received start imredi ately after
our first interviewwth M. Perry and go up through
we obtained the |ast batch on Wednesday. W' ve
listened to the phone calls and transcribed any cal
where he discussed M. Wnble or his case, and the
transcri bed portions of those calls have been
condensed into a handout, not the entire calls, just

the relevant portions to the case. W also reviewed

Ira Anderson
P.O. Box 6348
Concord, NC 28027
704/467-4950




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

State v. Wonble, 75-CRS-06128 6/ 2/ 14 102

all of the mail and the visitation |ogs, and none of
the mail discussed anything relevant to the case. So
we're going to hand this out and ask if you'll take a
little bit longer lunch recess, maybe you can | ook it
over during the lunch recess. As you reviewthe
transcriptions, if you would like to have any of it

pl ayed by audio, let me know. It's going to take a
little while. It took a different kind of programto
be able to play these, but | can do it.

(HANDOUT NUMBER 10 | S DI STRI BUTED. )

JUDGE SUMNER:  It's 12:30 now. W use an
hour for lunch, that neans you' ve got a working |unch
where you can read this material. So we're going to
adjourn until 1:30.

( THEREUPON, THE LUNCHEON RECESS WAS TAKEN
FROM 12: 30 P.M THROUGH 1: 32 P. M)

JUDGE SUWNER: We are back in session

M5. MONTGOMERY- BLINN:  During the |lunch
break we had a couple of questions that | just want to
make sure | answer for everyone. The first one is,
what is MAPP that you m ght have been readi ng about in
t he phone calls and that M. Perry nmentioned. MAPP is
t he parol e programthrough the Division of Prisons.

It stands for Miutual Agreenent Parole Program And

M. Perry and M. Wnble and a nunber of other people
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who had been sentenced a long time ago under what was
called Fair Sentencing were on MAPP, and then the MAPP
was revoked for everybody that was on Fair Sentencing.
So that was what he was di scussing in phone calls and
i n person.

Al so, anot her question we had was about
M. Perry was tal king about Wonble testifying at his
trial. So just to clarify, Wnble testified at the
probabl e cause hearing that all four co-Defendants had
together. He did not testify at M. Perry's trial.
And Wonbl e' s statenent was hearsay against M. Perry
and it was not used against M. Perry at his trial.
They used the bullet analysis at M. Perry's trial as
wel |l as the other evidence that he nentioned, and you
have all of that, a summary in your brief. So that
was just a clarification fromhis nmenory and from what
we know based on the transcripts in the court files.

And then just to let you all know, we are
going to present what we have of M. Wnble's
educational record tonorrow when we tal k about
M. Wnble, although if you need it earlier, we can
step that part up and give that to you earlier as
wel | .

So now we're going to tal k about Janes

Frazier, who you' ve heard referred to as BooBoo. That
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was just his nickname. Janes Frazier is still living
in Durham and he works construction. M. Frazier is
under subpoena for this hearing, however, we're having
a very difficult tinme bringing himin. M. Stellato
interviewed himon May 29, 2013. He was cooperati ve.
He canme and nmet us in the evening at Duke after he had
been wor ki ng construction, he nmet us at the Veterans
Hospital, and he was willing to neet with us. Wen we
served himw th the subpoena for this hearing he called
and was very distressed because his work shift is from
7:00 aam to 7:00 p.m and he explained that the
construction conpany he works for, if you cannot cone
the entire shift, they won't hire you for that day and
you may be lost for that entire job, whatever that
entire thing that they're building is.

So we called his job, we got his job and
called themand they said that that was, indeed, the
situation. He works for Labor Wrks and they contract
out. And | explained the |aw of subpoenas to them and
they said , you know, that the conpany that they work
for says if you can't work the entire shift, then they
won't take you for any of it, and maybe not even for
the entire job. So | explained all of the | aw of
subpoenas to them and di scussed that with them and

t hey have agreed, if we absolutely need him to |et
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himconme in tonmorrow and they' Il make hi muse personal
time for that. And M. Frazier is really hesitant,
again, to cone in. The Commission is not able to

rei mburse for |ost wages.

So at that tinme, by the tine we had sorted
it all out, it was too late for us to seek a Materi al
Wtness Order and we, you know, he would really | ose
his job if we did a Material Wtness Order. So what
I"'d like to dois I'"'mgoing to call Ms. Stellato to
testify about our interview of M. Frazier, and then
"Il ask you to consider whether you want us to, you
know, really push that with his job and show up and get
hi mat work tonorrow or whether we even need to seek a
Material Wtness Order. And | also have M. Frazier's
record that we'll be sending around as well.

(HANDOUT NUMBER 11 IS DI STRI BUTED. )

M5. MONTGOMERY-BLINN. Al right. 1 cal

Ms. Stell ato.

Sharon Stellato, having first been duly
rem nded she was still under oath, testified as

foll ows:

FURTHER EXAM NATI ON BY MS. MONTGOVERY- BLI NN

Tell us about the interview of M. Frazier. Wen was
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it?
May 29, 2013.
And where?

It was in the parking |lot of the VA Hospital across
from Duke Hospital.

And who was present for that interview?

The two of us and M. Frazier.

And was he cooperative?

He was cooperative, yes.

Was he subpoenaed for that interview?

No, he was not. He cane by his own accord.

And when was that?

It was in the evening after work, after his work
hour s.

And how did you |locate M. Frazier?

W went to his hone and we left a card there, a
busi ness card with the young man who answered the
door, and then M. Frazier called us that night.
And was that when you arranged to neet him after work?
Yes.

Were you able to understand M. Frazier?

Not very well. You can understand hi m nuch better in
person, but we did record this interview He does
munbl e and speak very softly and he's difficult to

under st and.
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Q

A
Q
A

> O > O

Did you ask himwhat he renmenbers about the case?
Yes, we did.

And what was his answer?

He stated, quote, nothing. | nean, no nore than they
com ng and | ocking nme up for nothing.

So he renenbered being | ocked up?

He stated he renmenbered being | ocked up from

Decenber 10 until Decenber 31 of 1975 and that he
woul d never forget it.

What did he say he knew about the crinme?

He stated that prior to his arrest he knew not hi ng
about the crinme, and that even ongoi ng he knew not hi ng
about the crine. He said, quote, that's what was so
puzzling. He said the detectives had told himWlIllie
Wonbl e fingered him

Did he descri be the probabl e cause hearing?

M. Frazier indicated he saw Wllie Wnble at the
probabl e cause hearing and asked Wnbl e why he had
involved him Wnble stated, Man, they tricked ne. |
can't read. And Frazier hasn't seen Wnbl e again
since that day.

Did he know Wnbl e before then?

Yes. They were raised in the sane area.

Does he know why Wonbl e nanmed hi n?

He stated he doesn't know why Wonbl e nanmed him but he
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t hought that maybe Wonbl e had a grudge agai nst him
He stated that when they were young Wnbl e had stole
hi s bi ke, and that every tine they saw each ot her
after that Frazier would junp on Wnbl e.

Al right. Now, what else did he say?

He stated he woul d never forget going to the probable
cause hearing that was on Decenber 31 and watching it.
He stated that they had no evidence or nothing.

Does the day that he stated, Decenber 31, does that
match wth the probable cause hearing in the court
record?

That is the day of the probable cause hearing, yes.
And was that the day that, according to the court
file, his case was di sm ssed?

Yes.

VWhat about M. Frazier's vehicle, did you ask him
about whet her his vehicle was used?

M. Frazier said that during the hearing, the probable
cause hearing, they had said his car was used. He
stated he drove a 1965 Buick Gal axy 500 that had been
in the service station for two weeks, and it was stil
in the service station when he got arrested, that he
didn't get it out until he was rel eased fromj ai

after the probable cause hearing in January.

And did he renmenber Wonbl e's testinony specifically,
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what Wonbl e sai d?

Quote, he said sonething -- quote, he said, yeah, he
said sonething |like he wanted anot her | awer, they
tricked him he couldn't read, sonething |like that.

So that quote is what M. Frazier said Wnble said?
Correct.

So does he know what happened to the ot her

co- Def endant s?

No. He said that imrediately when his case was

di sm ssed his | awyer got taken out of the courtroom
and he never | ooked back.

How did he know or did he know Joseph Perry and Al bert
WIlis?

They all grew up in the sane area.

Does he know to this day who commtted the crinme in
But ner ?

He does not know.

He said he doesn't know?

He said that he does not know who comm tted the crine.
Can you read that part of the transcript for us? |
believe it's on page 8.

He stated no, | nean, like | said, | don't have no
know edge of it until they |ocked ne up. | don’'t know
who did what. And when they was taking, and when they

was taking it down, they was asking ne who did I think

Ira Anderson
P.O. Box 6348
Concord, NC 28027
704/467-4950




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

State v. Wonble, 75-CRS-06128 6/ 2/ 14 110

did what, whether it was Joe or Albert Lee, and |

said, | don’t know, you know, | don’t know who did it.
| asked, do you know to this day who did it?

No, | have no i dea.

| asked, do you know who ultimately went to
prison for it? And he said, the only thing I knowis
Joe and WIllie Wnble.

Can you keep readi ng, please?

Uh-huh (yes). M. Frazier stated, and | heard, people
was telling me Wllie Whnble got life for a crinme he
didn't know nothing about. | nean, so | don't
understand it. He had to know sonet hi ng.

We asked who was telling himthat, and he
stated, that was the talk that's on the street because
we was hanging out at Cornwallis Projects at the tine.

We asked, but they're not saying that about
Joe Perry? M. Frazier said, no. Matter of fact,
that's the only person they ain't saying anything
about .

Ckay. Al right. Wat else did M. Frazier say?
He stated it was an experience he would never forget.

And did he say he was willing to cone to court?

> O > O

Yes, he did.
M5. MONTGOMERY- BLI NN Ckay. Conmi ssioners,

do you have questions for Ms. Stellato about this
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i ntervi ew?

EXAM NATI ON BY MR VI CKORY
What kind of car did you say that was?
It's a 1965 Bui ck Gal axy 500.
Did he say what color it was or anything?
In the police report it states the car was white. But
when we were speaking with him | don't have that in
t he record.

M5. MONTGOMERY- BLI NN:  Any ot her questions?

(NO RESPONSE. )

M5. MONTGOMERY- BLI NN Okay. So
Commi ssioners, if you'll just think about whether you
would like us to go and do our very best to get
M. Frazier to cone in, we will, and you can naybe | et
me know by the end of the day.

"Il ask Ms. Stellato to step down for just
a m nute.

(Ms. Stellato conplies.)

M5. MONTGOMERY-BLINN: |I'mgoing to turn
your attention nowto Albert WIllis. W have
confirmed that M. WIlis is indeed deceased. Hi s
death certificate shows that he passed away on
Decenmber 1, 2011. W're going to send his record

around in just a mnute. And we were able to
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interview a coupl e of people who had been close to
Al bert WIlis, so l'mgoing to call Ms. Stellato to

testify about those interviews and what those people

sai d.
(HANDOUT NUMBER 12 | S DI STRI BUTED. )
Sharon Stellato, having first been duly
rem nded she was still under oath, testified as
foll ows:

FURTHER EXAM NATI ON BY MS. MONTGOVERY- BLI NN
kay, Ms. Stellato, who is Larry WIlis?
The brother of Albert WIIis.
And did you | ocate hinf
Yes, we did.
And what did you do to speak to hinf
We | ocated himat his honme in Durham and we |left a
card at his home, and then returned a second tinme. He
cal l ed back on May 15, 2014.
And did you ask about his brother, Al bert WIIlis?
Yes, we did.
And what did he say?
He stated that they were not cl ose.
Can you read that portion of the transcript from page

3 starting wwth Iine 217
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A He stated, ny brother and | wasn't, you know, we took
di fferent paths and, you know, | went to school and
wor ked and he decided to go play around in the streets
wth -- and do, commt crinmes and do things |ike that,
so | really don't know too nuch about him And after
that we didn't have contact that nuch. And so he died
and left me with the funeral, so | can't tell you nuch
nore than that.

Did he know Joe Perry?

A Yes. H mand Joe Perry, they all grew up together.

Q And did he describe the relationship between his
brot her Al bert and Joe Perry?

A He describes Perry and WIllis as they ran together.

Q Did you ask if Albert WIllis ever told his brother
about the things he did wth Joe Perry?

A Yes, we did. He stated that his brother never spoke
to himabout things he did wwth Joe Perry and he never
spoke with himabout a 1975 robbery or shooti ng.

Q Does he renmenber his brother being picked up for that
and held in jail?

A. He does not.

Q Did he renenber any other tinmes his brother went to
jail?
A He knew that his brother went to prison for an arned

robbery that he did with soneone naned Lonni e Adans.
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M. WIlis stated he thought Lonnie had been the
shooter, and that's what he had heard from ot her
peopl e.

So not directly fromhis brother, Albert?

No.

Al right. D d you ask himnore about Joe Perry?
Yes, we did.

Ckay. Wuld you please read that portion of the
transcri pt on page 9 beginning with, actually
beginning with line 12 is your question.

| asked, do you know why Joe Perry went to prison?
Answer, | thought he and Al was doing sone type of
crime together in a group with sonme ot her guys.

Ckay, did Al tell you that? No, | just knew
t hat because he went to prison with Joe and they
commtted a crinme, and according to Al they got
caught.

Question: GCkay, so your brother told you
that he commtted a crine with Perry and they got
caught, is that right? Answer: Wll, yeah, they got
caught. H m and Joe was together and they got caught.
| guess it's sinple enough, yeah.

Question: And that's what he told you,
that's what Al bert told you? Uh-huh (yes). Well, I'm

assumng that. | guess | -- he never cane out and told
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me direct, but they, they all got caught in a group
t oget her and, you know, | just put one and two
together. He never told ne they went out and did any
crinmes together, anything. When they got caught |
assuned that all of themwas together. They were all
together so they were all doing the same things
together. No, he never actually sat down and tal ked
to me about any crine they actually done. 1'mjust
assumng if they got caught together, so they were
together, so | assune they were, they were doing
crimes together

So he's never personally told you about any
crime that he conmtted, that he did or did not
commt? No.
Did you ask later who was in that group that he was
t al ki ng about ?
Yes, | did, and he said that he doesn't know.
Did you ask himif he knew Janmes Frazier?
He did not recognize that nane.
Did you ask himif he knew WIllie Wnble?
He stated that the nane sounded famliar, but he was
not able to place him
Al right. Wre you able to interview any nore of
Al bert WIlis's famly menbers?

There were two other sisters. One had passed away.
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One the Comm ssion |ocated naned Betty Cole. She lives
in Kinston. On May 21, 2014 she was interviewed by
Commi ssion staff. She said that she didn't know
anyt hi ng about the Butner robbery and hom ci de.
During that interview she was with her husband, and
her husband stated she'd had a stroke and was unabl e
to remenber many things.

How about other famly or friends?

W | ocated an ex-wife of M. WIIlis, her nanme is Joyce
WIlians.

And did you interview her?

Yes, we did.

When was that?

On May 8, 2014,

And where?

Her hone in Durham

And who was present for that interview?

The two of us and Ms. WIIians.

And what did Ms. Wllianms tell you?

They were married for 13 years, according to her, but
she was unable to recall the dates of their marriage.
After that interview the Comm ssion staff |ocated the
marriage records and it showed that they were married
on June 28, 1979.

And did she say that M. WIIlis had ever tal ked to her
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about the robbery and shooting in Butner?

She indicated that he had never tal ked to her about
that. She net himafter he got out of prison and,
according to her, they never tal ked about his past.
She stated that the past is the past. She knew he had
done things, but she didn't know any details of them
D d she know who his friends were?

She stated that she knew that the Perry famly and the
Wllis famlies were very close, like famly.

Did she know Wllie Wnble or Janes Frazier?

No, she did not.

M5. MONTGOVERY- BLINN:  Before we nove on to
the next interview I'll just break in case there's any
guestions at this point for Ms. Stell ato.

(NO RESPONSE. )

M5. MONTGOMERY-BLINN:  No? Ckay.

BY M5. MONTGOMERY- BLI NN

Q

Al right. Now, you mentioned that Larry WIllis, the
brother, had said that Albert WIlis had commtted
anot her robbery and shooting with Lonnie Adans. Wre
you able to interview Lonni e Adans?

Yes, we were. After we |earned his nanme, we
ascertained fromrecords that the armed robbery he
commtted with M. WIlis was in 1979 when they were

both 16, and they both went to prison.
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Q

A
Q
A

> O > O

You said 1979. D d you nean --
|"msorry, 1971.
And were you able to interview M. Adans?
Yes. We interviewed himon My 27, 2014 at Butner
Federal Correction.
M5. MONTGOMERY- BLINN:  Ckay. And
Commi ssioners, I'mgoing to send around his record.
(HANDOUT NUMBER 13 1S DI STRI BUTED. )
Al right. Wwo was present for that interview?
The two of us and M. Adans.
And did M. Adans say whether or not he knew Al bert
WIlis?
M. Adans stated that he knew himvery well. He
referred to himas Al bert Lee.
Did he know M. Perry or M. Wnbl e?
He stated he knew both of themwell, too, and that
they had all grown up together in the sanme Cornwallis
Proj ect.
Did he recogni ze the nanmes Janes Frazier or BooBoo?
He did not.
Al right. And what did you ask M. Adans?
Well, first we explained why we were there. W
expl ai ned the Conm ssion was investigating a claimand
that Perry had contacted us stating that Wnbl e was

i nnocent. Adans responded that it was nore than
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possible. W told himabout the letter, we told him
that Perry was sayi ng Wnbl e was not involved in the
crime and that he was instead with M. WIllis. And we
also told himthat M. WIIlis had passed away.

What did M. Adans say?

He repeatedly said, quote, Albert Lee told me Wllie
Wonbl e got hinself nmessed up in it and didn't have
nothing to do with it.

Did he say that Albert Lee WIIlis ever spoke directly
and said he did it hinmsel f?

He said that WIllis never told himdirectly because he
woul dn't have tal ked about his role directly. H's
answer for that was, quote, that was not how, the way
we did things. But he stated that Adam -- Adam st ated
that WIllis repeatedly told himhe didn't know how
Wonbl e had gotten nmessed up in it.

Did he think that Al bert Lee m ght have told anybody
el se?

He said that Albert Lee WIlis was a private person
and he would not have told anyone if he had been

i nvol ved because he woul d know the ram fications of
telling people.

Anyt hi ng el se?

M. Adans told us that WIllis also stated that Wnbl e

had just junped into it and that WIllis did not know
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how he becane invol ved.

And why did he think that WIllis told himthis nmuch?
He stated that Adans, that he was very close with

M. WIlis and that he believed that's why he told him
that information

And did he have sone nore questions about the case?
He repeatedly asked how Wnbl e becane i nvol ved.
Eventually we told himthat Wnble had signed a
confession, and he replied, WIllie is kind of
illiterate, isn't he?

Did he renmenber M. Wnbl e going to school ?

He only recalled that he had, M. Wnble had very
l[ittle education, and he didn't renmenber himbeing in
school

Did Adans describe the relationship between Perry and
WIlis?

He stated that WIlis was best of friends with Joe
Perry and that they |oved one another. He described
WIllis as being the right-hand man to Joe Perry.

Did he say whether Perry and Wnbl e had any

rel ati onshi p together?

Yes, he stated that Perry never ran with Wllie
Wnbl e, stating Perry and Wnble did not m x and they
were two different kinds of people.

What el se did he say about Joe Perry?
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A

Adans stated that Joe was a stand-up guy who was not
going to tell on anybody.

Go ahead.

He also stated that Perry had cut WIllis | oose. Adans
went on to explain this termas neaning if you catch
Joe Perry, the buck stops there. In prison your nane
is everything and Joe woul dn't inplicate anyone.

Did he know any other crinmes that Perry had been

i nvol ved in?

He knew that he had been involved in a Hardee's
shooting. He stated that that was how Perry got
caught, and so therefore Perry took responsibility.
And was WIlis involved in the Hardee's shooti ng?

No, he was not.

Al right. And did he say anything el se about Joe
Perry?

He said, quote, in our world Joe was an honorabl e
person. You knew he had your back, and if he fell, he
fell by hinself. He also said that Perry took the lick
for the crinme that they commtted together.

|"msorry, he said that Perry took the lick for the
crime that he and WIllis or --

WIllis and Perry.

Al right. Dd you ask M. Adans or did we ask

M. Adans if he would describe the crine that he
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commtted with M. WIlis?

Yes, we did.

And did he?

Yes. He described that he commtted the crine with
WIllis when they were 16 years old. They had never
been in trouble. Adans had a pistol, and they saw a
| ady that was counting noney. Adans told WIlis he
was going to get the noney and to go stand on the
corner, but Wllis went in with Adans anyway.

What el se did he say about it?

Adans said that he knew Wl Ilis when he was a non-

vi ol ent person, and then they did their crine

t oget her.

And did he describe WIlis again |later?

He said WIlis got out of prison before he did, Adans
didn't get out until 1975, and by that tinme WIlis was
al ready running with Perry and they were doing
stickups together.

Did you ask if it was possible or if it could be true
that Perry and WIllis did the robbery together and it
was only two of thenf

Yes, and he replied, quote, that could be true, they
did stickups together. He then went on to describe
them as stickup boys.

And what about, did you ask if Perry could have been
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involved -- | nmean if Wonbl e coul d have been i nvol ved?

A Adans repeated that he never knew Wnble to be

involved with Perry.

VWat el se did he say?

He said, quote, let me just say it this way, if Joe
Perry said Al bert Lee was involved, he was.

Ckay. D d he say anything el se?

He said that anyone who knew them fromt hat

nei ghbor hood around that tine knew that it was Perry
and WIllis who commtted the crinme and that Wnbl e

wasn't invol ved.

Q And did you ask what he thought of this information

provi ded by Perry?

A Yes, we did. He said, | would believe it 100 percent.

And did he give another explanation as to why?

A Adans expl ai ned that four people was not the way that

Perry woul d have done a crinme or a robbery, that he
woul d have never taken four people to rob a

conveni ence store.

Did he further specul ate about that?

Adans specul ated that you woul d never take four people
if you were robbing a conveni ence store, but you m ght
take themif you were robbing a ganbling house and

needed to control a crowd.

Q And did he say whet her he thought Joe Perry woul d have
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used WIllie Wnbl e?

A He stated he believed that Joe Perry woul d have never

used Wllie Wnble in the crine.
MS5. MONTGOVERY-BLI NN:  Comm ssi oners, do you
have questions for Ms. Stellato about this interview?
(NO RESPONSE. )
V5. MONTGOMERY- BLI NN:  Ckay.
BY M5. MONTGOVERY- BLI NN
Q Ms. Stellato, if you just want to stay up there. |
need to conme up for a second. You can stay right

t here.

A (Ms. Stellato conplies.)

M5. MONTGOMERY-BLINN:  We're going to turn
our attention nowto the | aw enforcenent officers and
the prosecutor. Butner Public Safety Departnent has
no files inthis case. It did search. W've spoken
with the chief and he says they do not have any files.
Nei t her does the district attorney's office, they
don't have any files as well. M. Currin has been
cooperative, he's spoken with us, and they do not have
any of the files for any of the co-Defendants. The
Dur ham Pol i ce Departnent al so conducted sone of the
interviews in this case and they don't have any files.
We al so searched with them for other unrelated crines

that Perry and Wnbl e had been charged with, and they
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didn't have any records and couldn't find any reports.

W did obtain an SBlI file and summary
report, and the sunmary report fromthat file was
included as a brief. And fromthat report and the
trial transcripts we were able to ascertain the | aw
enforcement officers that were involved in this case.
|"mgoing to have Ms. Stellato testify about

interviews of those officers.

BY M5. MONTGOMERY- BLI NN

Q

> O > O

Ms. Stellato, let's begin with Durham Police Detective
Lorenzo Leathers. Based on the SBlI file and the
transcripts, what was Detective Leathers' involvenent
in the case?

He was the Durham Police Departnent investigator who
obt ai ned the confession from M. Wnble.

And did you want to interview Detective Leathers?

Yes, we did.

And why, what specifically were you hoping to ask hinf
Detective Leathers testified that he was the only one
present during the Wbl e confession and that he had
wrote up the statenent, but it was not clear fromthe
trial testinmony if the statenent was verbatim as

M. Wnbl e spoke, and there's no report or recording,
so we wanted to ask himnore about that.

And anything el se you wanted to specifically ask him
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A

about ?
According to an SBI summary report Detective Leathers
al so provi ded suspect nanmes to the SBI prior to his
interviewwth Wnble, and that's on page 25 of the
brief. At that tine SBI Agent Momer and O ficer
Wllianms went to Durhamright after the autopsy to
devel op suspects and that was the day after the
murder, so we wanted to talk to Detective Leathers
about that.
About devel opi ng the suspects?
Yes.
And did you al so want to ask himabout why at trial he
said that he hadn't done that?
At trial -- this is on page 101 of the brief -- while
descri bing the confession he stated, quote, | was up
there with incidents that had taken place in Durham
| had no idea about this incident. | had read about
it in the paper about Butner, but | was not up there
for this case, | was up there for another incident
that took place in Durham

So this conflicts with the information that
was in the SBI report, and we wanted to ask hi m about
t hat .
And were you able to interview Detective Leathers?

No. He passed away on February 5, 2004.
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MR SMTH |'msorry, who passed away?
Det ecti ve Leat hers.
Al right. How about SBI Agent Momer, is this the
agent that was brought in the day after the hom cide
and who wote the SBI summary report?
Yes, it is.
And does it indicate in the report that he lead the
i nvestigation?
It does.
And what were you hoping to ask Agent Mom er?
We wanted to ask himabout the investigation in
general, and then the devel opnent of suspects by the
Dur ham Pol i ce Departnent. W also wanted to ask about
a polygraph of M. Wnbl e because the questions are
not in that report. And the polygraph report is
| ocated on page 14 of your brief, but the questions
that they asked M. Wonble are not indicated.
And was there anything el se you were hoping to ask him
specifically?
We wanted to ask himabout Wonble's recantation during
t he probabl e cause hearing because there's no
transcript fromthat hearing, and we wanted to ask him
about an interview that was done on Decenber 14, 1975.
The SBI report states that he was present along with

ADA, an ADA who interviewed M. Wnble, so we wanted to
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ask him about that neeting.

Ckay. And were you able to | ocate Agent NMom er?

We did locate him He is nowretired fromthe SBI
And was he cooperative and willing to speak with us?
He was.

And what did he say?

> O >» O > O

He renmenbered that the suspects came out of Durhamto
Butner and that there were several suspects, but he
could not recall any of the investigation or the
i ntervi ews.
Did he recall the probable cause hearing?
He did recall the probable cause hearing. He said he
remenbered that there was one suspect at the probable
cause hearing that stated Mom er had prom sed him so
many years in prison if he didn't tell the truth about
it. Mmer said that's why he renmenbered it and he was
surprised by that.
Q Did he recall working with the Durham Police

Depart nent ?
A He did recall working with the Durham Police
Departnent. He said that they devel oped the suspects
for us through their sources of information.
What else did he recal | ?
He recalled that two or three people were charged, but

could not recall how many were convicted. He could
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not recall any confession or the pol ygraphs.

Q Did you send himhis report after that to refresh his

menory?

A Yes, we did, and the photographs fromthe crine scene.

And did he read those and talk with you nore?

He read them and he replied by email. He stated,
quote, | read the report that you emailed nme and was
surprised how very little | renmenbered ot her than that
whi ch we di scussed | ast week. So he was not able to

remenber any additional information.

Q How about O ficer WIlians, who was the first responder

to the scene and worked with Butner Public Safety

Ofice?

A Yes, we spoke to himby tel ephone on May 26, 2014.

And what did he renenber?

A He did renmenber the case very well, but not any of the

details. He recalled working on the case from
Novenber 17 to January 16 with SBI Agent Joe Mom er

He only recalled two people being charged. He did
know their nanes to be Joseph Perry and WIllie Wnble.
And we asked himif he had ever spoken with any of the
suspects. He stated that he had while he was
transporting themfromjail to court, but he was not
present, didn't recall any interrogations and coul d

not renenber whether any of the nmen confessed.
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Q
A

Did he renenber anything el se?

Yes. He renenbered that there were two ot her
shootings in Durham that one was of a cashier, and
one was at a Hardee's. And he recalled that both
Wnbl e and Perry were involved in those, and that that
is how they were arrested.

And do the files indicate that Wnble was actually

i nvol ved in those?

No, Wonbl e was not invol ved in those.

All right. And did he renmenber anything el se?

He renmenbered, he was a first responder so he
remenbered talking to the victimat the crine scene.
He stated that he, when he cane up, they were putting
M. Bullock into the anmbul ance, and that M. Bull ock
told him quote, it was sone black nmal es who shot him
He didn't have any idea who they were.

How about O ficer Qupton, who was al so a Butner Public
Safety Oficer?

We | ocated himand spoke with himon May 12, 2014.

And what did he say?

M. Q@upton stated that he was not at the confession
and that everything he knew about the confession was
hearsay from Lorenzo Leat hers.

Did he recall how they devel oped the suspects?

Yes. He recalled that Durham Police Departnent had
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devel oped them but he could not specifically recal
t hat happening, he just believed it happened.
And could he recall anything el se about the trials or
pr obabl e cause heari ng?
He recall ed Wnble testifying on the stand, that
Wbl e had confessed because Detective Leathers was
bl owi ng hot breath on him M. CGupton stated he
didn't know whether this was true or not, but that's
what he renmenbered fromthe hearing.

M5. MONTGOVERY- BLINN:  Before we nove on to
the interview of the district attorney, are there any
guestions at this point?

(NO RESPONSE. )

BY M5. MONTGOMERY- BLI NN

Q

> O »>» O >

Ckay. The district attorney, David Waters, was an ADA
at the time, and later the elected district attorney.
Were you able to | ocate hinf

Yes, we were. He's in private practice now.

And were you able to speak with hinf

We spoke with himon May 20, 2014.

Al right. And what did he say?

He told us that he renenbered a little bit about the
two trials. He renenbered that the case was a robbery
of a conveni ence store and that a man was killed. And

he recall ed Wnble's trial -- what he recalled from
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Wnble's trial was that Wonbl e had presented an ali bi
W tness, but that he, ADA Waters, had brought in a
reporter from WD who testified that they do not
present a story until the night after the hom cide.
Can you read the transcript where he discusses that?

| believe it's on page 4, starting at |ine 17.

He says, but basically speaking, the alibi at the tinme
of trial was, it wasn't ne. | was at honme watchi ng
about the event on TV that night. And as it turned
out, WIVD did not present anything about that robbery
until the foll ow ng evening of the hom cide.

Ckay. And was that, when you conpare that to the
transcript, is his nenory conpletely accurate?

No. The transcript showed that WIVD testified that
they did present news coverage of the crine on both
nights. The video was on the second night, and on the
first night it was just a feed story.

Okay. And did he renmenber anything from Joseph
Perry's trial?

He stated that he renenbered being able to adm t

evi dence of sone of the crinmes that Perry was invol ved
inin Durham He describes Perry as, quote, | know
that back in the day, in that day he was consi dered
quite a desperado.

Did he renenber the other co-Defendants, Janes
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Frazier?

He did not renmenber that there were other co-

Def endant s, no.

Did he renenber the probable cause hearing or the

di sm ssal ?

No.

Did he renenber the neeting that is described in the
SBI summary report on page 54 of the brief with Wllie
Wonbl e prior to the probabl e cause hearing?

He had no recollection of that neeting. He stated,
can't -- we read himthat, the notes fromthat neeting
and he stated, quote, | can't recall ever using the
word absolute immunity. He also stated that he was
not an immunity granting sort of prosecutor, and
ordinarily, he would not have done any kind of neeting
i ke that without a person's | awer being present.

And did you ask himif he had any suggestions or ideas
about where files could be stored or if they'd been
destroyed?

Yes, we did. He left office in 2001 and he believes
that all of his murder files had been destroyed after
he left the office, but he was not able to confirm

t hat .

And did we talk with the current district attorney

about files as well?
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A

Q

Yes, we did.
And what did he say?
The current DA, M. Currin, stated with absol ute
confidence that they do not have a file. \Whether
t here had ever been nuch of a file, whether it had
been | ost or destroyed, he was unable to say, but he
was certain that they don't have a file now
Did we al so speak with the then-adm nistrative
assi stant ?
Yes, we did.
And was she able to locate or recall the file as well?
No.

M5. MONTGOMERY- BLINN:  Okay. Comm ssi oner
gquestions?

JUDGE SUVWNER: M. Smith

FURTHER EXAM NATI ON BY MR SM TH
| didn"t, | didn't follow what M. Waters said about
alibi. Wuld you please go back and go through that
one nore tinme?
What he recalled -- we asked hi mwhat he could recal
fromtrial regarding the alibi that Wllie Wnble
presented. He stated that he recalled -- and |I'm just
going to go back to where | read it from-- that

Wnbl e was saying it wasn't him that Wnbl e was hone

Ira Anderson
P.O. Box 6348
Concord, NC 28027
704/467-4950




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

State v. Wonble, 75-CRS-06128 6/ 2/ 14 135

on the night of the event watching TV. And then to us
he said, as it turns out, the TV station didn't
present anything that night.

That conflicts with what the transcript
says, which is the TV station did report on the crine
both nights. The first night was an anchor speaking,

and the second night was |ive video.

Q Thank you

M5. MONTGOMERY-BLINN:  Are there any ot her
questions for Ms. Stellato?

( NO RESPONSE. )

M5. MONTGOVERY-BLI NN:  Ckay. Conm ssioners,
we are noving very quickly through the material. So
this is actually what we had planned for the first
day. Tonorrow |'mgoing to be bringing, we're
bringing in Ms. Shirlyn Walters, who is the surviving
alibi wtness, to ask her, to give her a chance to
clarify or give you a chance to ask her sonme questions
about her testinmony. And Ms. Stellato will be
testifying alittle bit about an interview we had with
her, but | was going to save that until right before
she testified in case that brought up any questions
for you. And then we'll be testifying about Wllie
Wonbl e and bringing himin.

I f you would |ike, we could nove to the
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testinmony that I'll be asking Ms. Stellato about
WIllie Wnble or we can break for the evening.

JUDGE SUWMNER: What's your pleasure?

M5. MONTGOVERY- BLINN:  We can take a break
whi |l e you di scuss whether you want nme to bring in
Janmes Frazier, and then you can answer that question.

JUDGE SUVNER: Let's do that. W can sort
of chat informally.

M5. MONTGOMERY- BLINN:  Just |et nme know
about Janes Frazier, and we can do the WIllie Wnble
testi mony now and nove ahead.

(THEREUPON, A SHORT RECESS WAS TAKEN FROM
2:11 P.M THROUGH 2:30 P. M)

JUDGE SUWNER. W're going to resune at this
point. It is the consensus informally of this
Comm ssion that we proceed on as far as we can today
and that we not subpoena M. BooBoo Frazier for this
heari ng.

M5. MONTGOMERY-BLINN: Al right. Well,
we're going to nove to tal king about Wllie Wnble.
He's going to be -- he's witted in tonorrow to
testify, but we've also interviewed his famly. W' ve
interviewed himtwi ce, his famly, his attorney, we've
obt ai ned records fromthe Parol e Board, and DPS, and

school records. So I'mgoing to call Ms. Stellato to
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>

> O >» O > O

testify about those things, and if you'll just nake
any notes that you can bring back tonorrow for any
gquestions you have specifically when M. Wnble is in.
And | amgoing to send around M. Wnble's record.

(HANDOUT NUMBER 14 | S DI STRI BUTED. )

Sharon Stellato, having first been duly
rem nded she was still under oath, testified as

foll ows:

FURTHER EXAM NATI ON BY MS. MONTGOVERY- BLI NN
Ckay, Ms. Stellato, when did you neet with M. Wnbl e?
We interviewed himon April 17, 2013 at Dan River Wrk
Farm
And who was present for that interview?
The two of us and M. Wonbl e.
And was that interview recorded and transcribed?
Yes, it was.
s M. Wonbl e easy to understand?
No, he's very difficult to understand. Sone of the
transcript is inaudible, and M. Wnble can break up
fromstuttering.
What did we tell M. Wnble when we first sat down
wi th hinf

W only told himthat we were froma State agency and

Ira Anderson
P.O. Box 6348
Concord, NC 28027
704/467-4950




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

State v. Wonble, 75-CRS-06128 6/ 2/ 14 138

> O > O

that we had received a letter about his case. W
didn't tell himwhat the letter said or who the letter
was from and he did not ask.

What did you ask M. Wnbl e?

We asked hi mwhat he was in prison for.

And how did he respond?

He stated a nurder that he didn't coonmt. He stated
that to this day he doesn't have a full understandi ng.
He said the only thing I know is that they picked ne
up in Decenber of 1975. He believed that he was being
pi cked up for an unpaid fine. He stated the next

t hi ng he knew he was downt own bei ng interrogated about
participating in a robbery and a killing that happened
i n Butner.

Did he say anything about Butner?

M. Wnble stated he had never been to that town

bef ore.

VWhat el se did he say?

He stated, the only thing I knowis |I've been | ocked
up all this time for sonething | didn't do.

Did you ask himif prior to being | ocked up or prior
to being picked up he'd heard anythi ng about the

mur der ?

Yes, we did.

And what did he say?
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A He had not .

Q And did he describe his interviews with the
detectives?

A M. Wnble stated that a Detective Leathers and SBI
Agent Mom er were the ones to interrogate himwhile he
was in the Durham County Jail.

What did he say about that?

He stated that Detective Leathers was a bl ack
detective, and the reason he picked Wnbl e up was that
Leat hers knew that Wnbl e used to hang out with Joe
Perry.

What el se did he say about the interviews?

A Wnbl e stated that they junped on himand told him
t hat peopl e were saying Joe Perry was involved, and
they were telling himto plead guilty.

VWhat el se did he say?

M. Wbl e believed that sonmeone had identified Perry
because M. Perry was the president of the Jaycees and
soneone had recognized him M. Wnble al so said that
the victims daughter was supposed to have been the
one that identified Joseph Perry. Detective Leathers
told M. Wonble that Joe Perry had been identified
and, quote, you had to be with him because you all be
together all the tine. Winble stated to us that he

told Detective Leathers he didn't know anythi ng about
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the case, and they told himthat they would put himon
death row if he didn't say that Joe Perry did it.
Did he say how nany tinmes he was interviewed?

A He said he was interviewed by police seven to eight
times.

And what el se did he say about the interview?

A He stated during the interview they put a piece of
paper in front of him junped on him and said he was
going to sign it or else.

Q But did he admt that he had, at one point, said he
was i nvol ved?

A Yes. W asked himif he had confessed and he stated
that he and M. Perry were involved in the crine.

M. Wnble stated, yes, but that when it canme, when
they cane to himw th the pol ygraph, that he told them
t hat wasn't true.

What did he say about the pol ygraph?

He said that he passed the pol ygraph.

Q Did you ask M. Wnble how he knew what to say in this
conf essi on?

A Yes. We asked him how he knew the details that were
provided in the confession. He said that after two
SBI officers and two sheriffs junped on him they told
himto sign this and said, this is what happened and

you sign here. He stated he signed a confession that
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they had already wote out, and that at the tinme he
couldn't read.
But did he know it was a confession?

A Yes, he did. He knew he was confessing to being
involved with M. Perry.

And what el se did he say?

A He says that he has never killed anyone in his life or
been with anyone who has killed soneone.

Q Did you ask if he was in the car?

A Yes, we did.

Q And what did he say?

A He said, no, that he was not in the car, and that he

woul d not take the fall for it if he had been.

Did you ask if he knew Joe Perry?

Yes, we did. He said that he did know Joe Perry, that
they were friends, and that they stayed together in
the sanme projects in Durham

What did he say about a trial?

A He stated that at his trial he presented an alibi of
Leroy Wlter and Shirlyn Walter, and that they
testified he was at, himand his girlfriend were at
their apartnment on the night of the crine. Wen we
asked himabout it further he did say he didn't know
exactly what date the crine had happened.

Q D d you ask how he knew he was at the Walters' house

Ira Anderson
P.O. Box 6348
Concord, NC 28027
704/467-4950




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

State v. Wonble, 75-CRS-06128 6/ 2/ 14 142

t hen?

Yes, we did.

And what did he say?

He said he knew because the night it happened was
Shirlyn Walters' birthday, and that to tell us the
truth, it was actually the Walters who brought it to
his attention that he had been at their hone on the
ni ght of the crine.

And who el se did he thing was there?

Hs girlfriend at the tine was with him Gayle

Li ndsey, according to him

Did you ask why Gayle Lindsey didn't testify?

Yes, we did. He stated that Gayle Lindsey had noved
back to Wnston-Salem where she was from after he
was arrested, and that he didn't know if she was stil
alive, and that she didn't testify because she went
back to Wnston-Sal em

All right. D d he ever see Joe Perry again after the
original, after the conviction?

M. Wnble stated he saw Joe Perry after the trial
while they were at Central Prison.

And what does he think about whether Joe Perry
commtted the crinme?

M. Wnble stated that he does not know to this day if

Joe Perry did commt the crinme or not.
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Q

And what did he say happened when he saw Joe Perry at
Central Prison -- I'msorry, later? D d he say he saw
him|ater?

M. Wnble stated that two to three years ago he ran
into Joe Perry while they were at Wake Correctional
together, and that Perry told him |I'msorry, man, |'m
going to try to clear your nane and tell the truth

Did he explain any nore?

No. M. Perry didn't provide M. Wnble any details,
and Wnble still doesn't knowif he did it or not. He
stated, Perry done took 37 or 30 years of ny life for
sonething I didn't do. |If | had done sonething wong,
"' m man enough to own up

Ckay. Al right. And does M. Wnble recall the

ot her people that were originally charged?

He recalls five being charged as opposed to four. He
named them as Joe Perry, Albert WIIlis, Anthony
Frazier, hinself, and he forgot the fifth person's
nane.

| s Ant hony Frazier the correct nane?

No, his nane is Janes BooBoo Frazier.

And he couldn't renenber the fifth person that he was
t hi nki ng coul d have al so been | ocked up?

No, he coul d not.

Ckay. And what did he say about the probable cause,
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or I think he called it the prelimnary hearing, what
did he say about that?

A He recalled that at the prelimnary hearing, the
probabl e cause hearing, that the judge had turned
three of the suspects |oose, but that they kept him
and Joe Perry.

What did he think about that?

He said, M. Wnble said he thinks that if Joe Perry
did do it, that one of the three people that had
turned, that had been turned | oose were probably with
him but he didn't provide an expl anati on why.

Did you ask himif his case had been appeal ed?

A He believes, M. Wnble believes that his case has
never been appeal ed.

Q Did you ask himwhy he hasn't contacted anybody about
his case?

A Yes, we did.

And what did he say?

A He said half of his famly has passed away, and that
the others had gone their own way, that he didn't want
to worry themor his sister, and that when he was
first locked up he didn't know how to read or wite.
Did you ask if he can read and wite now?

Yes, we did. And he stated that he can read now sone.

Q Did you ask him about his record and prior crinmes?
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A

Q

> O > O

Yes, we did.

And what did he say?

He admtted to prior breaking and enterings at a house
and a Laundromat, and stated that he did commt those.
Did you ask for contact information for his famly?
Yes, we did.

And what did he say?

He has no contact, little to no contact with his
famly. He stated that they don't visit, but he tal ks
to his sister, her nane is Henrietta, on the phone
every two to three years. She lives in Maryland, and
he provided contact information for her so that we
could reach out to his famly.

And does he say whether his famly believes his

i nnocence?

He said that sonme of his famly believe he's guilty
and sone of themdon't.

And did you explain what the Comm ssion process was
then to hinf

Yes, we did.

And what did he say?

M. Wnble wanted to apply to the Conm ssion and we
gave himthe application fornms. He |ooked at the
fornms and we had to read themto him He said that he

understood them and he applied to the Conm ssion.
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Q

A
Q
A

o > O »F

Under st ood while we read thenf

Yes.

And did he say anything el se about school ?

W asked about his education. He said that he used to
go to school and that he was in special education

cl asses.

Did you ask himwhat he's been telling people about
guilt or innocence all these years?

Yes, we did. He stated that he never really tal ked
about it, over the years he's never really talked to
very many people about it.

And did he say anything el se during that interview?
He stated that this was the first tinme anyone had ever
come to talk to himabout his case, and he thanked us
for that.

And did you neet with himanother tinme?

Yes, we did. W net with himagain for a second
interview on May 1, 2013 at Dan River Wrk Farm

And was this after you had interviewed, we had

i ntervi ewed Joseph Perry and accepted the case for
formal inquiry?

Yes.

And at this point were forns brought to M. Wnbl e?
Yes, they were.

And what el se happened at that second interview?
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A

> O > O

We asked him additional questions so that we were able
to locate his famly nenbers.
And who read the forns?
You read themto M. Whnbl e.
Did he tal k about his case?
Very little. Nothing that he hadn't said in the first
i nterview.

M5. MONTGOMERY- BLINN:  Before we nove on to
the interview of famly and friends, are there any
questions for Ms. Stellato at this tine?

(NO RESPONSE. )

BY M5. MONTGOMERY- BLI NN

Q

Al right. So were you able to interview friends and
famly of M. Wnble?

Yes, we were.

Let's start with the girlfriend that you nmenti oned,
Gayl e Lindsey, or that he nentioned. Wre you able to
| ocate her?

During the interview M. Wnble and Ms. Walters, they
both say that his girlfriend, Wnble's girlfriend,
Gayl e Lindsey, was with themon the night of the crine
and that they were all playing cards together, so we
attenpted to |l ocate her. There were two possible
peopl e that we | ocated based on the information we

were provided, but both are deceased.
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Q

> O > O

> O » O » O >

Okay. How about his aunt, Ruth Farrington, were you
able to interview her?

Yes, we did.

And how is she related to WIllie Wnble?

She is M. Wnble's nother's sister.

And when did you interview her?

May 23, 2013 at her hone in Durham

And who was present during that interview?

The two of us; Ms. Ruth Farrington; her son, Mark
Farrington; and her sister, Doris Wnble.

And is that WIllie Wnble's nother?

Doris Wnble is WIlie Wnble' s nother, yes.

And were you able to interview her?

No. She has Al zheinmer's and according to Ruth
Farrington doesn't even know her own nane. She was
wandering in the house when we were there.

And you said also Mark Farrington?

Uh- huh (yes).

And you said that was -- howis this person related to
M. Wonbl e?

It is M. Wnble's cousin.

Okay. What did Ruth Farrington say?

She said that she believed that Wnble had been in the
car during the night of the nurder. And we asked her

why she believed that, where she had got the
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information from And she stated that she had gone to
court, had been at the trial and that she watched the
trial and that that's what she heard while she was in
court.

Did she say whether or not she'd heard that from
WIllie Wnble hinsel f?

We asked her if M. Wnble had ever told her that he'd
been invol ved or been in the vehicle, and she stated
she had never tal ked to himabout the crine and that
he never told her anything, one way or another.

Ckay. And so she renenbered going to the trial?

She did renenber going to the trial, although she
stated that M. Wnble's defense did not present

W t nesses.

Did you ask her if she remenbered that there were
al i bis presented?

Yes, we did. She did not renmenber.

Did you ask her if she would believe that he was

i nnocent ?

Yes, we did. W asked her that and she stated that
she really wouldn't because at trial the attorney said
he was in the car. She later said she didn't know if
he was innocent or guilty.

Did you ask if WIllie Wnble ever wote letters to

her ?
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A We did ask if he ever sent letters. She said that she
did not have any letters saved, but she believed that
he sent her letters. And we asked if he had witten
those letters on his own, and she wasn't sure but she
bel i eved he did.

Q And had she spoken or gotten letters from him
recently?

A Not in many, many years.

And what el se did she say about WIlie Wnble?

A She stated that when M. Wnble was a child he was
burned badly, and then he was burned again |later as an
adult. She believes that M. Wnble stopped going to
school in elenmentary school and that he had a very bad
famly life.

Q Okay. And then you said Mark Farrington was al so
there. What did he say?

A He stated that he knows Joseph Perry, but that he's
never spoken with Joseph Perry or WIllie Wnbl e about
what happened. We asked hi mwhat he thought about
M. Wonbl e being innocent, and he al so thought that
M. Wnble was in the car. Wen we asked how he knew
that, he stated that he had heard it from his nother.
And where did he think she had heard that fronf®
The not her heard it, he said that the nother heard it

fromthe prosecutor
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Q
A

> O > O

Al right. How about Emma Jean Wonbl e?

That is M. Wnble's older sister that he was |iving
with around the tinme of the nurder.

And were you able to interview her?

W interviewed her on May 23, 2013 at her hone in

Dur ham

And who was present for that interview?

The two of us and Emma Jean Wonbl e.

kay. And what did Ms. Enma Jean Wonbl e say?

She stated she recalled around the tinme of the crine
that that anytinme anything happened, the Durham Police
cane | ooking for Whnbl e, her cousin, and a few ot her
boys in the nei ghborhood.

And did she renenber the night of the nurder?

She thought that the night of the nurder, on the night
of the nmurder she was playing cards with Whnble at the
nei ghbor's house, but she wasn't able to say for sure.
And had she ever spoken with WIllie Wnble about the
case?

She has spoken with him She stated that her brother,
M. Wnble, had told her he signed a piece of paper
because the police kept himup all day and all night
and he was tired. She further then stated that

M. Wnble was not a reader or a witer.

And can you read her description of that on page 6
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beginning at line 4 of the interview transcript?

| asked, so pl ease explain what you nean about

M. Wnble not being a reader or a witer. She
answers, | nean, he couldn't -- it mght be a few
l[ittle things, he mght could read sonething rea
sinple |ike open or close or sonething like that. But
if you, if you were to ask himto sit down and wite a
letter or sonething, he couldn't do that. And see, by
where he got burned, children teased himand picked on
hi mso bad, he didn't go to school, you know. W

t hi nk, we would think he was going to school, but he
wasn't going to school

And what el se did she say about that?

She said that because he had been burned tw ce he had
a speech i npedi nent.

Al right. And had she heard anythi ng about the case?
She additionally had heard that Wnble was sleeping in
the car. She was not able to say where she heard that
and indicated that Wnble had always told her he didn't
do it.

And had she spoken with himrecently?

She had not spoken or heard fromhimin years, and
actually didn't know which prison he was in.

How about Barry Wnble, who is that?

WIllie Wnbl e's brother.
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Q

> O >

> O > O

| s he older or younger than WIllie Wnbl e?

He' s younger.

And were you able to interview hinf

W interviewed himon May 30, 2013 at his hone in
Chat ham County.

And who was present for that interview?

The two of us and Barry Wnbl e.

And what does he renenber about the nurder?

Barry Wonbl e said that he was playing cards on the
night of the murder with Wllie Wnble and Enma Jean
at the neighbor's house, Shirlyn and Leroy.

And how ol d was he then?

He was, stated he was around nine or eleven when it
happened.

VWhat did he say about that night?

Barry Wonbl e said that they had played cards unti
1:00 or 2:00 in the norning, and that if WIllie Wnble
had been involved in the nurder, then the nurder had
to have been after 2:00 a.m

And was he able to say why he knew it was that
particul ar day?

Barry Wonbl e said he was 100 percent certain that he
was playing cards with Wllie Wnble on the night of
t he murder, but he could never articulate a clear

reason why he knew that it was that particul ar day.
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And did he know what day of the week it was?

He believed it was a Saturday.

And what day was it?

A Tuesday.

All right. And did you ask himif WIllie Wnble had
ever witten to himor if he could read or wite?
Yes. Barry Wnble said that WIlie Wnbl e had never
witten to himand that he had not talked to himin
years.

Ckay. And did he ever ask WIllie Wnble whether he
was guilty or innocent?

Barry Wonbl e said that he'd never spoken with Wllie
Wonbl e about the crinme and that, in fact, he'd al ways
wondered if he was guilty or innocent and never asked.
Let's turn to Janice Medlin. Who is this?

Anot her sister of WIllie Wnble.

And were you able to speak with her?

Yes. We interviewed her on May 20, 2014 over the
phone.

And what does she renenber that night or fromthat

ni ght ?

She stated that if she renenbered correctly, Wllie
Wnbl e was at her hone that night either playing cards
with their friends or playing basketball. W asked

the friends name. She stated it was Shirlyn and that
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t he husband was deceased.

Al right. And had she seen her brother recently?

She stated she had not seen himrecently.

Did she ever ask himwhether he did it or not?

She stated that she'd never asked if he did it or not,
but that M. Wnble had brought it up a few tines and
t hat when he would bring it up he would get upset and
flustered, that he already stutters, and it would
upset himeven nore when he would tal k about it and he
woul d get tangled up.

Ckay.

So she would try not to speak to himabout it.

What did he say when he did get upset, did she
remenber? And if you could actually read that, it's
on page 9 where she discusses that in the transcript
begi nning at Iine 10.

(Wtness exam nes docunent.) M. Medlin stated, well,
he just kept tal king about the fact that he didn't
think he got a fair trial. He thought that he was
judged for other things other than the related trial
and that he just didn't, he didn't have anything to do
with it. And he couldn't really nake anyone listen to
himthat he felt like really believed himor would at

| east research the information that he was trying to

give out. He just felt |like he was not treated
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fairly.

D d she know what this neant, what he neant by this?
We asked her that and she responded wth, he was not
guilty of the charges or the accusations or whatever.
He said that he was not there.

Did she know if he could read or wite or if he'd ever
witten to her?

She could not recall if he had ever witten to her,
but she stated he was not a good witer or a good
speller, and that he could only read and wite with
great difficulty.

Did he go to school ?

She stated that he had not finished school and had
stopped either in mddle school or in high school.
And did she say he had troubl e tal ki ng?

Yes. She stated that when M. Wnble was a child he
was burned and was at a hospital for a long tine, that
he had to learn to walk and talk all over again, and
that during that tine he had m ssed school and tine
with his famly. She also nentioned a |ater incident
t hat happened where he was burned again as part of a
prank when he was ol der.

And is that all of M. Wnble's siblings?

Yes.

M5. MONTGOVERY-BLI NN:  Comm ssi oners, do you
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have questions about M. Wnble's famly before we nove
on to his attorney?

(NO RESPONSE. )

BY Ms. MONTGOMERY- BLI NN

> O > O

Was WIlliam Parks M. Wnble's trial attorney?

M. Parks was his trial attorney and his appellate

at t or ney.

And were you able to neet with M. Parks?

Yes, we did.

And tell ne about how you set up that neeting.

First we spoke with himby phone a couple of tinmes and
he sent a fax with sone information. Based on that we
felt like we needed an in-person interview so we
interviewed himin person on June 18, 2013 at his | aw
practice in Durham

And did he provide an affidavit as well?

Yes, he did. On July 1, 2013 after we had given him
his recorded interview he provided an affidavit.

So you recorded the interview and then gave him a
transcript of that for the affidavit?

Yes, we did.

And before we get into the affidavit, what did he say
during the interview?

M. Parks stated that it was his first nmurder case and

that he had just opened his office in 1975 and woul d

Ira Anderson
P.O. Box 6348
Concord, NC 28027
704/467-4950




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

State v. Wonble, 75-CRS-06128 6/ 2/ 14 158

O

o > O »F

never forget the nanme WIllie Wnble.

And were his recollections consistent with the court
records?

No. Fromthe tinme that we interviewed M. Parks, our
conversations on the phone as well as in his office,
his recollection was inconsistent and conflicted with
the court records.

VWhat did he say?

He said that he renenbered working very closely with
an attorney who represented the co-Defendant and t hat
they worked together. He quote, said, we were right
together all the tine. W sat right next to each

ot her every day and tried it together. So he was
remenbering two peopl e being charged and tried

t oget her.

And was he certain they were tried together?

Yes, he was.

And did you show him tell himthat the transcripts
show that they were tried separatel y?

Yes, we did.

And was he still certain they were tried together?
Yes, he was.

WIl you read fromthat interview on page 14 starting
at line 1 through 23?

He states, we sat right next to each other because |']|
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tell you why | say that, | just opened ny office and I
was, you know, not the nost experienced person in the
worl d and, of course, even though | was 39 or so at
the tinme. | went to |law school later. | cannot
believe that the transcripts say they were not tried
t oget her.

| then ask himif hypothetically he could be
recal ling the probabl e cause hearing. He says, it
coul d have been. And then he says, | didn't even know
what probabl e cause was.
Al right. And did you ask himwhat his client had
told hinP
Yes. During the first part of our interview wth
M. Parks he stated that Wnble had told himthat he
was in the car during the shooting and had never |eft
t he car.
Okay. And then what el se did he say about that?
He also recalled that M. Wnble and his co-Def endant
were together on the night of the crinme and that they
were home watching a TV programtogether. He stated
that the DA then brought in television caneras and
that the programwas on the wong day, so their
defense just fell down.
So did he clarify whether he thought Wnble was in the

car or watching a TV program and not there?
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A We asked himthat those two were different. He stated
that he was trying to piece it together and he really
didn't know if it correlated or not, he couldn't
recal | .

Did he recall whether his client testified?
He could not recall.

Q And then did you tell himabout the defense he
presented according to the transcript?

A Yes. | told himthat the transcript showed that he
had presented an alibi defense, and he said -- and
that that was different than what he was telling us,
and he said it mght have been the prosecution that
prevented -- that presented Wnble was in the car.

Q Ckay. So could he specifically renenber Wnbl e
telling himthat specifically that Wnble said he was
in the car?

A No. At that time he was unable and said he could not
recal |l that.

And how did he describe his client?

He described M. Wnble as slow or retarded and said
he couldn't comrunicate very well, and that he,

M. Parks, had argued that to the Suprene Court.

Did he renenber the appeal ?

He renmenbered the appeal because his nother canme to it

and it was the first time that he'd ever been to the
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Suprenme Court, and that he had argued overturn the
Fel ony Murder Rule.
And you said you then sent hima transcript of the
interview and a phone call as well, is that right?
Yes, we did.
And did you draft an affidavit and send it to himto
edit?
Yes.
And was that based on what he said in the interviews?
Yes, it was.
And did he edit it with the -- and al so have the
benefit of the transcripts?
Yes. And he did read themand edit it and return the
affidavit to us.
Is that the affidavit that M. Parks sent you?
Yes, it is.
M5. MONTGOMERY-BLINN:. |'Ill pass that around.
(HANDOUT NUMBER 15 | S DI STRI BUTED. )
Ms. Stellato, was there another attorney that signed
t he appeal as well ?
Yes. Attorney Felix Cayton signed the appeal along
with M. Parks.
And were you able to contact hinf
We contacted himon July 1, 2013. He practices in

Sout h Caroli na. He stated that he has no records of a
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client by the nane of Wllie Wnble in his system and
that it appears he only signed the appeal but was not
actively invol ved.

MS5. MONTGOVERY-BLI NN:  Comm ssi oners, do you
have any questions about the attorneys?

( NO RESPONSE. )

Q Al right. Let's talk about M. Wnble's schoo

records. Were you able to obtain any of his school

records?

A We subpoenaed Dur ham Public Schools on May 10, 2013.

They had very Iimted school records because it is so

old. They were able to provide nine pages.

Q And do those records reveal exactly when M. Wnbl e

st opped goi ng to school ?

A They do not.

And tell us, what do the records say?

There's a note from 1962 that says, quote, WIIlie was
dropped from school due to a severe burn which
hospitalized himfor sonetinme. And then it appears

t hat he went back to school because there's another
note in 1964 that says, quote, pronotion is based on
not nore than four years in the primry grades, the
policy of the city schools. And on that he had grades

that were nostly Fs and Ds.

Q Did the report say whether he was in special education
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cl asses?
A Al'l of the reports state that he was in speci al

educati on.
And are there any high school records?
There is a report that shows he was enrolled in high
school. A note on there says WIllie was not in school
enough to nmake either social or academ c progress.
Based on the date of 1967 and 1968 he woul d have been
about 15 years old at that tine.
And are there any |later reports?
There's also a report from 1971 fromHi |l side High
School that shows he was enrolled for 34 days and
absent for 12 days and in special education classes.
And is that all the reports reveal ?
Yes.

M5. MONTGOMERY- BLI NN Comm ssi oner
gquestions?

M5. SURGEON. | have a question.

MR SMTH  Ladies first.

JUDGE SUMNER:  Ms. Surgeon

FURTHER EXAM NATI ON BY MS. SURGEON
Q |s there any way to tell fromthe reports about how
| ong he was out of school as a result of the burn?

A Unfortunately, no. W can provide -- as | said, there
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are nine pages and we al ready nmade the copies of them
SO we can certainly provide themfor you, but they
don't give that much information
Were you all able to determne that information in any
way ?
It's just, it's 38 years and the school records just
don't exist anynore. Actually, at the tinme it appears
that they didn't keep records that way to begin wth.

M5. MONTGOMERY- BLINN:  Would you like nme to
pass them around? Yes? Ckay.

(HANDOUT NUMBER 16 1S DI STRI BUTED. )
So you don't have any idea how old he was when he was
burned, how he was burned? | nean, it sounds like it
was pretty, pretty bad.
If he was, if he was -- in 1962 the records state that
he was dropped from school because of the first burn.
He was born in 1954.

M5. MONTGOVERY- BLINN:  He was born in 1953.
Excuse ne, 1953. So he woul d have been approxi mately

ni ne years ol d.

FURTHER EXAM NATI ON BY MR SM TH
Do we know how he was burned the first time?
There are so many -- there's a lot of conflicting

reports that we get frompeople. | know one of the
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said it had sonething to do with hot
water, and that he was out for a |ong
of his famly nenbers seemto really

And then the second incident we're a
on, and that is that friends or

himon fire by pouring lighter fluid on

him But that's the only information we've ever been

abl e to obtain.

FURTHER EXAM NATI ON BY SHERI FF VAN DUNCAN

Ms. Stellato, was that the first time you had heard
that story fromM. Perry, | believe, today about him
being set on fire, M. Wnble?
No.
You' d heard that?
No, I'd heard -- | had not -- | don't believe, and I
can doubl e-check, | don't believe that we had heard
that directly fromM. Perry, but we have heard from
at least two to three people the story about matches
on his feet and lighter fluid and being set on fire.
So that confirnmed it again today for the first tine
t hat you have heard --
Correct. And | can doubl e-check that.

M5. MONTGOMERY-BLINN:  Are there any ot her

questions for Ms. Stellato?
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(NO RESPONSE. )

M5. MONTGOVERY-BLINN: 1'Ill ask that she step
down.

(M5. STELLATO STEPS DOWN FROM THE W TNESS
STAND. )

M5. MONTGOMERY-BLINN:  We're going to send
around a few nore records for you, and if you'd like,
"Il explain them and we can pass them around and you
can read themtonight, or you' re welcone to stay here
and read them | think we've got sone afternoon snack
comng into the back roomas well. It mght not be as
heal t hy as the norni ng snack.

Al right. So just like we did for Joseph
Perry, we were able to work with the Parole Board to
obtain copies of all of the letters that Wnbl e and
his famly and friends would have sent to the Parole
Board over the years on his behalf, but the Parole
Board had not received any letters from Wnble or
anybody on his behalf and so they had no docunents to
provide to the Conm ssion.

Also, just like with Joseph Perry, we
obtained a court order to nonitor all of M. Wnble's
i ncom ng and out goi ng phone calls and mail and visitor
log fromthe Division of Prisons. And during the tine

that the Conm ssion was investigating this case
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M. Wnble did not send or receive any letters, he did
not send or receive any phone calls, and he did not
have any visitors.

We obtained a court order as well for access
to the prison records for all four of the co-
Defendants, as | told you. These include work
rel ease, al cohol and substance abuse treatnent,
educational records, nedical and nental health
records, and all other conbined community corrections
records. We'd already provided these earlier for
Joseph Perry. The file for M. Wnble is 988 pages.
Comm ssion staff reviewed the file for anything that
was relevant to our investigation and condensed that
into a handout with the relevant portions as the
excerpts. So we're going to send that around right
now, and that's the handout for M. WIllie Wnble for
DPS records.

(HANDOUT NUMBER 17 IS DI STRI BUTED. )

M5. MONTGOVERY-BLINN:  And that is the
presentation | have for you today. So I'll just sit
down and let you all read or decide if you want to
read tonight.

(COWMM SSI ONERS EXAM NE HANDOUT NUMBER 17.)

SHERI FF VAN DUNCAN: Did we see a report

like this for M. Perry that had a functional 1Q score
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for hinf
M5. MONTGOMERY-BLINN:  Yes; yes. It was in
t he 80s.
SHERI FF VAN DUNCAN: 837
M5. MONTGOMERY-BLINN: | think so.
JUDGE SUWNER: Al right, Conmm ssioners, we
are going to recess until tonorrow norning at
9:00 a. m
( THEREUPON, THE PROCEEDI NGS WERE ADJOURNED AT

3:19 P. M)
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STATE OF NORTH CARCLI NA )
) CERTILELCATE
COUNTY OF CABARRUS )
I, Ira Anderson, do hereby certify that the foregoing
proceedi ngs were taken and transcri bed by nme; and the

foregoi ng 168 pages constitute a true and accurate

transcript of the testinony of the said w tnesses.

| do further certify that the parties were present as

stated in the caption.
| do further certify that | amnot of counsel for or in
the enpl oynent of either of the parties to this action, nor

am| interested in the results of said action.

This the 16th day of June, 2014.

| ra Ander son
Notary Public No. 19973380004
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JUDGE SUWMNER: Good norning again. W're
going to resune the hearing of the matter of the Ganville
County case of State versus WIlie Henderson Wnble, File
Nunber 75-CRS-06128. ['Il turn the matter back over to
Ms. Montgonery-Blinn at this point.

M5. MONTGOMERY- BLI NN Thank you, Your
Honor. Good norning, Conm ssioners, welcone back. Are
there any questions fromyesterday? Anything that | need
to go over or re-hand out?

(NO RESPONSE. )

M5. MONTGOMERY-BLINN:  Okay. Al right.
Well, we're going to talk about Shirlyn Walters.
Ms. Walters and her husband testified at the trial in 1976
and the entire transcript of their testinony has been
included in your briefs. M. Wilters is now deceased, but
Ms. Walters is still alive and lives in Durham and she was
interviewed by Commi ssion staff. She is here today to
testify. W're going to send her crimnal record around as
wel | .

( HANDOUT NUMBER 18 1S DI STRI BUTED. )

M5. MONTGOMERY-BLINN:  During the tria
Leroy Walters testified that when the news program cane on
they were watching Family Affair, $10,000 Pyram d, and Good
Times, and Shirlyn Walters testified that they were

wat chi ng Good Tinmes. The Conmi ssion staff was able to
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confirmthrough Internet archives that Good Tinmes did air
on Tuesdays at 8 o'clock on CBS. The nurder was on a
Tuesday. $10,000 Pyram d aired every weeknight, and A
Fam |y Affair was in reruns and the local air times could
not be determined. So this is also in the brief with the
citations on page 140.

Pl ease be aware that Ms. Walters' testinony
was presented to the jury and cannot be considered as new
information by the Comm ssion. W have brought her into
testify because reading the testinmony of Ms. Walters in the
transcri pt appeared confusing to us and we wanted to give
you the opportunity to ask her any specific questions that
you may have. |1'mgoing to call Ms. Stellato to testify

first about her interview and then Ms. Walters.

Sharon Stellato, having first been duly
rem nded she was still under oath, testified as

foll ows:

FURTHER EXAM NATI ON BY MS MONTGOMERY- BLI NN
Q kay. Ms. Stellato, you're still under oath from
yest er day.
When did you interview Ms. Walters?
A On May 23, 2013 at her hone in Durham

Q And who was present for the interview?
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A

The two of us, Ms. Walters, and during the interview
her daughters and granddaughter were com ng in and out
of the hone.

kay. And what did you say to Ms. Walters?

We expl ai ned the Conm ssion and asked her if she
remenbered testifying in 1975 at Wllie Wnble's
trial. She responded, oh ny god, that was a long tine
ago, and imredi ately was cooperative, allowed us in to
interview her.

Has she had any contact with M. Wnble over the years
since his conviction?

No, she's had no contact with him She was surprised
to learn that he was still in prison for the crine.
She did indicate she saw one of his famly nenbers a
few years ago, but hasn't had contact with the famly,
ei t her.

Did you provide Ms. Walters with a copy of the
transcri pt of her testinony?

W did, but before we did that, we asked her what she
could recall independently.

And what did she renmenber before review ng the
transcri pt?

She renmenbered that the night was on her birthday
weekend. She stated --

Have you been able to confirmwhen is her birthday?

Ira Anderson
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Her birthday is Novenber 19.

And when was the nurder?

Novenber 18.

And what day of the week was it?

A Tuesday.

kay. Go ahead.

So she stated that it was her birthday weekend. She

| ater stated that M. Wnble had been at her house two
nights in a row, meaning on her birthday and the night
bef ore.

kay. Pl ease conti nue.

| asked if there was any way that either she or her
husband were incorrect about him being at their hone
on the night of the murder, and she stated, | know
that he was with us, and that night plays over and
over again in her mnd.

What el se did she say?

She stated she was positive that M. Wnble did not
commt the murder. She nanmed ot her people who were
there that night, sonme that had cone in and out of the
house, and others she only knew by first nanes, but
they were deceased or we were unable to | ocate them
Okay. If you'll look at the transcript -- was that
interview recorded and transcri bed?

Yes.
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Q

If you'll ook at the transcript of it, please, on
page 5, line 19, if you'll read that portion right

t here.

She states, well, his sister used to stay downstairs
fromne. W lived in Delnore Court, what was that,
3412. | think the address then was 3420. And what |
can renmenber nostly was when | testified | let them
know he was not there. W were -- it was ny birthday
and we were all -- it was ny birthday weekend, 1"l
put it like that, and we were all sitting around and
pl ayi ng cards, listening to nusic, and ny husband had
the TV.on. And it just so happened we | ooked over at
the TV and saw where there was a shooting. Wat was
that, Oxford or Butner? And on the front of the thing
| renenber it had a Maola | ce Cream sandw ches, four
for a dollar. And then on the other side, on the
other side it had Maola M1 k. And he was, he was ny
husband' s partner because we were playing spades. And
we had invited, you know, sone of our friends and

nei ghbors up to ny house, you know, to cel ebrate ny
birthday. And all of us stopped, you know, to see
what was goi ng on on the news.

Can you please finish the rest of that?

And when | knew anything, it was |i ke the next day or

so, but before then, because we were tal king about a
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shooting at a 7-El even.

Did she say what time he was at her house that night?
She stated that he had cone there at 6:00 p.m or
earlier, and was there until 2:00 in the norning.
kay. And just to clarify, during the trial, the
trial transcript, which is in the conm ssioners'
brief, which days did news footage air according to
the WIVD reporter that testified?

It aired on Tuesday, Novenber 18 and Wdnesday,
Novenber 19.

And whi ch days had actual |ive, or footage of the
store?

Wednesday, Novenber 19.

kay. Thank you. Al right, please continue. Wat
else did Ms. Walters state?

She stated that they had known M. Wnble for about a
year and that it was common for himto cone over to

t heir house.

What did she say about M. Wnble?

She said that she was trying to teach M. Wnble to
learn to read.

Had you asked her if he could read?

No.

Al right. Wat did she say about that, teaching him

to read?
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She stated that one time she saw M. Wnbl e and he was
trying to read the newspaper and it was upsi de down.
So after that he came to her house three to four tines
a week and she would teach himto read with sone
little children's books that bel onged to her niece.
After she started working with him she said he was
able to read a few sight words, and she descri bed him
as very slow and in special education classes.

What el se about himreading did she say?

She stated that he didn't want his famly or friends
to know that he couldn't read.

kay. Wiat did she say happened when M. Wnbl e was
arrested?

She was shocked that he was arrested for the nurder.
Can you read that quote or that part of her testinony
or part of her interview on page 12 starting at line
15?

She stated, when we, when we -- as a matter of fact,
when the attorney canme out to talk to us and | kept
telling the attorney, |ook, that wasn't him he was
here.

Does she renenber testifying?

Yes, she does.

And what did she renenber about that?

She renenbers -- she stated that her husband was

Ira Anderson
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confused during testinony when they were questioning
hi m about the two nights and that he was m xi ng them
up.

Q WI1l you read that part of her transcript as well?
It's on page 17 beginning at |ine 20.

A Because | was so upset that | was -- | went out and |
sat outside of the courtroom because |I was |ike,
they' re sending himaway for sonmething he didn't do.
And | said, and then | said, |I had said, how could he
sign a paper when he couldn't even wite?

Q Did you ask her whether she'd be willing to have lied

for M. Wnbl e?

A Yes, we did.

Q And what did she say?

A She stated she would not have lied for him

Q And can you read that portion of the transcript? It's
on page 24, |ine 14.

A She stated, but | wouldn't even lie for nmy famly
because I'mlike this, if you're right, I'll stand
with you, if you're wong, then | have a problemwth
you.

Has she testified before for other people?

A No, she's never testified before.

Q Al right. Now, you said then you provided her with a

copy of her testinmony and her husband' s testinony?
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A We first provided her, after she recalled things
i ndependently, we provided her with a copy of her
husband's testinony to read.
And what did she say?
A As she was reading it she stated, my husband really
got confused. And after she conpleted reading it she
said that her husband was confused and nervous about

his testinony.

Q And did you give her her testinony to read?

A Yes, we did.

Q And t hen what happened?

A It was larger so we left that with her, and then we
called her later to discuss it.
And what did she say when you call ed?

A She stated that her testinony was accurate.

Q Can you read fromthe transcript of that phone call on
page 5, just beginning at line 1.

A During the phone call she stated, it still stands. He

was at ny house, at ny birthday. It was because we
were doing a birthday cel ebration. Wll, ny husband
was doing a birthday celebration for ne. That part
wi |l never change and I'll continue to say that until
| |eave this world.

M5. MONTGOMERY- BLI NN Ckay. Conmi ssi oners,

do you have any questions for Ms. Stell ato?
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(NO RESPONSE. )

M5. MONTGOVERY- BLINN:  No? Ckay. All
right, I'll ask Ms. Stellato to step down.

(MS. STELLATO COWPLI ES.)

M5. MONTGOVERY-BLINN:  And 1'I1 cal

Ms. Walters to testify.

Shirlyn Upchurch Walters, having first been

duly affirnmed, testified as foll ows:

EXAM NATI ON BY Ms. MONTGOVERY- BLI NN
Good norning, Ms. Walters.
Good nor ni ng.
Thank you for com ng here today.
You' re wel cone.
| know you've nmet with nmyself and Ms. Stellato |ast,
about a year ago since we net.
Yes.
And we called you on the phone a couple of tinmes as
well. 1'"mgoing to ask you a nunber of questions,
many of them are going to be things that |'ve already
asked you. And if | ask you sonmething and you don't
know the answer to it or you cannot renenber, please
just tell us that. W just want you to tell us the

truth, even if you don't know or can't renenber. And
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then the comm ssioners around this table will ask you
guestions as well.

kay.

Can you tell us your nanme?

It's Shirlyn Wal ters.

Where do you live, Ms. Walters?

| I'ive in Durham

And do you work?

No. |'mdisable.

kay, Ms. Walters, do you renmenber Novenber 18, 19757
Yes, | do.

What do you renenber that you were doing that day?

W were preparing for ny birthday party because ny
birthday is Novenber 19. And | renenber that all of
us was there, including Wllie and his girlfriend.
VWhat was his girlfriend s nane?

| don't even remenber her nane.

kay. Go ahead.

And we were -- it -- my husband had set the birthday
party for the entire weekend. And that night we were
pl aying cards. And WIllie left while his sister sent
her child upstairs and had himto cone downstairs. He
was only gone for about nmaybe no nore than 15 m nutes.
And he canme back upstairs and he was upstairs at ny

house until about 3:00, maybe 4 o' clock in the norning.
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From starting what tinme?

Oh, | say about between 8:00 and 9: 00 that night.

What day of the week was this, do you renenber?

If 1'"mnot m staken, because | could be m staken, |
think it was a Thursday or Friday.

Ckay. And you said it was your birthday weekend?

Yes.

Were you going to cel ebrate that weekend?

Yes.

So you said this was not your actual birthday?

Ri ght, because ny birthday is on the 19th of Novenber.
kay. And how do you know that that is the specific
day that you're renmenbering and not your actua

bi rt hday cel ebration or just another day of playing
cards?

It was just another day, you know, because ny husband
and | had gotten off work. And Wllie, for sone
reason, he was attached to ny husband. And he would
al ways, when he was around he woul d al ways cone around
nmy husband and I, and sonetinmes he woul d be there for
dinner. But | just remenber this particular weekend
because | know that he was there, and his sister cane
up and, you know, and we were cel ebrating ny birthday.
Okay. Do you renenber watching anything on TV, any TV

shows?
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Well, we had, we had the nusic playing, and we did
have the TV on

Okay. Do you renenber what you saw on the TV?
I"mtrying to remenber what, what night that we saw
that there was a shooting in Ganville County.

When you say what night, what do you nean?
|"mtrying to think if it was that Friday night or
t hat Sat urday night.

So you're saying you don't knowif it was your

bi rthday or the day before?

Ri ght .

But you think it was either a Friday or a Saturday?
Uh- huh (yes).

kay. And then what about any other TV shows, do you
remenber, were you watching any other --

(Wtness does not respond.)

So you said you saw the shooting, was that on the
news?

Yes.

What do you renenber fromthat news coverage?

| renmenber that we were, excuse ne, we were sitting
there playing cards. And Wllie was, like, to ny
left. And he was, he was facing the TV, because we
were in nmy dining room And that's when | renenber

WIllie saying, |ook, there's a shooting on TV. And
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that's when ny husband cut the nusic down and turned
the TV up. And when, when we saw it, it was saying
that this gentleman that -- in Ganville County had
gotten killed. And we all just, you know, nade a
comment on that, that, you know, that sonebody had
killed, you know, this man. And on there |I renenber
seeing the police and the sheriffs, or whatever, in
front of the store. And on the TV, what nade it
really stick out, | sawit said, Maola Ice Cream and
|"mtrying to renmenber it if was ice cream sandw ches
or what. But it said Maola Ice Cream four for a
dollar. And WIlie was sitting there, he said, |
remenber him sayi ng because it plays over and over in
my mnd, and | remenber him saying, how could sonebody
kill sonebody cold bl ooded?

Ckay. So the things that you're renenbering, those
are fromthe day before your birthday --

Li ke I --

-- what you're describing right now?

Like | said, I"'mtrying to renenber which day it was
that we saw it on TV. But | do know that that's what
we saw.

You saw it on the news, you saw footage of the store?
Yes.

And they were referring it to as sonebody had di ed?
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Yes.

But you don't know if that was on the 19th, which is
your birthday, or the 18th, which was the day before?
Ri ght .

And do you renenber testifying at M. Wnble's trial?
Yes. M husband and | both testified at his trial.
kay. And have you had a chance to revi ew your
transcript or the transcript of your testinony, you
and your husband's testinony?

No, because for sone reason it disappear ed.

kay. So you reviewed it a year ago when we net you?
Yes.

But not since then?

(Wtness nods head affirmatively.)

And was your testinmony accurate? Wen you did review
it a year ago, did you renenber thinking it was
accurate?

Yes.

Okay. And what about your husband, review ng his
testinmony, was his accurate?

If 1'"mnot m staken, it was.

Do you renenber telling us that your husband got
confused when he was testifying?

Yes.

What did you nean by that?
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A Well, ny husband, his, his disability started show ng
up nore then because ny husband was on dialysis, and
pl us he, you know, he was taking different nmeds for,
for his diabetes. And he refuse to start taking his
medi cation. And when he refused to start taking his
nmedi cation, sonetines his mnd would, you know, be
sharp, and then sonmetinmes his mnd wouldn't. And see,
before, before then ny husband was a truck driver.

And ny husband was driving his truck and actually hit
a bridge and it split the front of the truck head on.
And it was |ike ny husband was, you know, there this
noment and not there the next nonent. But it was
sonmething that | had to deal with. So that's the
reason | say, you know, that, you know, he was like in
and out.

Q So you're describing two different nights,

Novenber 18, which is the day before your birthday,
and Novenber 19, which is your birthday. How do you
know for sure that M. Wnble was with you the day

bef ore your birthday?

A M. Wnble was with us the entire weekend.
Q kay. And you're sure it was a weekend?
A Wll, I'm-- the time of ny birthday.

Q kay.

A

He was with us the entire tine.
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Q So he was with you both nights?
A (Wtness nods head affirmatively.) And he had di nner
with us on that, that Sunday.
So the day after, as well?
A (Wtness nods head affirmatively.)
M5. MONTGOMERY- BLI NN:  Ckay. Conmi ssi oners,
do you have any question for Ms. Walters?

SHERI FF JOHNSON: | do.

EXAM NATI ON BY SHERI FF JOHNSON

Q Can you recall what tine Wllie was called to cone
downstairs by his sister that night? Do you renenber
about what tinme it m ght would have been? Was it
early in the evening?

A | know it was, it was |late evening. It was dark.

Q kay. And how far do you live fromthe store that was
robbed, the Food Mart?

A Oh, we live a long ways. We lived in Durham and this
happened at G anville County.
kay. That was ny only questions. Thank you.

A kay.

JUDGE SUVMNER:  Yes, sir.

EXAM NATI ON BY MR SM TH

Q VWat was Wllie like? Wat kind of person was he?
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A Wllie was a gentle, he was gentle, because he was
even, at that tinme, I, | had custody of ny niece, and
he was even gentle with kids. You know, get out in
the yard and play with them and do different things.
But it was one thing that | renmenber about himthat at
the time Wllie could not read that well. And | was
actually teaching himhowto read. And he would cone
up every day, you know, when he was at his sister's
house, he would cone up and he would sit there with ny
niece and I when I, when | got off work, and he woul d
sit there and when | was teaching ny niece, Wllie was
right there. And it was |like he was thirsting to
| earn how to read.

Q Did he have any kind of work that he could do? Did he
have a job?

A Not that | know of because every tine | saw him when
| woul d cone home fromwork he woul d either be at his
sister's house or right down the street at the
basket bal | court.

Q |"msure you can't ook into a magic crystal ball or
sonmet hing, but let ne ask you this question anyway.
Was WIllie the kind of person that you woul d have
t hought woul d participate in an arned robbery?

A No. No, because WIlie would al ways hel p people, you

know, in the, in our, in neighborhood. And, you know,
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if they gave himsonething, then it was, it was like
he was a very appreciative person. He appreciated
what ever soneone gave him

Thank you.

EXAM NATI ON BY JUDGE SUMNER
Ms. Walters, | knowit's been a long tinme, but are you
abl e to renenber everybody that was at your house that
evening the first time you saw the TV coverage about
the incident in Ganville County, na' anf
Not everybody, but | do renenber the ones that was
pl ayi ng cards with us.
Can you nane then?
There was Wllie, his girlfriend --
Whose nanme you can't renenber?
Right. H's sister, Emma Jean, his sister cane up for
alittle while; ny best friend, Ella Rose.
Does she have a |ast nane? That is her |ast nane,
Rose?
Huh?
Her | ast name is Rose?
El |l a Rose Taylor, and she's, she's deceased now, and ny
husband; and this guy named Sterling Cunni ngham

Thank you.
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EXAM NATI ON BY MR VI CKORY
The birthday cel ebration that you say went over a
coupl e of days, is that right?
Yes.
Wuld you call it kind of |ike two parties the day
before or two get-togethers the day before your
bi rthday and then your birthday also, or was it three
days, or one continuous event, or how would you --
(Wtness does not respond.)
| guess what |'m asking, did everybody go hone the
first day and then cone back the --
Yes.
kay. And the first day is the day we're tal king
about you renenbering the video of the crinme scene, is
that right, the first evening?
Like | said, I"'mtrying to renmenber if it was the, the
first day or either the next day.
That first day, when did you say WIlie wound up
| eavi ng your house?
| said between, between 2: 00 and 4: 00, because it was
no -- it was the wee hours of the norning.
And that was the day you saw the -- well, you don't
know whi ch day it was.
Ri ght.

kay. The next day, would that have been the | onger
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party, your actual birthday? | nmean, did they |eave

| ater the next day or did they | eave earlier the next

ni ght ?
A It was, it was |ate, about the sane tine.
Q | believe in the first trial or at the trial, | guess,

you indicated that they had | eft that first night
around 11:15. Wuld that have been probably not

exactly right?

A No, that's not right, because we watched the news
t oget her.
Ri ght .
A The 11 o' cl ock news.
Q And you say the news was on, but your husband actually

got up and turned the music down when he found out

t here had been a shooting in another county?

A Yes.

Q Was there some significance about a shooting that
occurred in Butner for you all in Durhamthat caused
you to want to turn the -- at a store in Butner? Wy

woul d that be of any significance to stop the party,
so to speak, you know, cut down the nusic and step

over and turn the TV up?

A Because ny husband had friends that lived in Oxford

and he -- it was sonething about himand the, and the

news.

Ira Anderson
P.O. Box 6348
Concord, NC 28027
704/467-4950




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

State v. Wnble, 75-CRS-06128 6/ 3/ 14 25
Q But there was sonething that happened with regard to
that report on the story about the shooting that was
so significant that Wllie, that he conmented, he
chimed in on this conversation about how coul d anybody

do a cold, shoot sonebody in cold blood Iike that?

A Ri ght. Because what we did, like |I said, ny husband

cut the TV down and we listened to it. And after we

listened to it, that's when, you know, the comrents

was nmade. So -- and see, and | can't speak for ny
husband, | can only speak for what | know nyself.
Q But those comments that were nade, at the tine you

made those coments or that he made them WIIlie nmade
t hose conmments, they referred not just to a shooting,
but they referred to a nurder, isn't that right, or a
death as a result of a shooting?

A The first time that we sawit, it was saying a
shooting. That was the first tine that we sawit.
The next day, that's when we, we heard that it, the
man di ed.
Wen was it WIllie nade the coment?

A If I"'mnot mstaken, it was the, when we heard that
t he man di ed.

Q And that was al so the sane tinme you saw the video
footage of the store?

A. Yes.
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Q

o >» O » O > O

Ckay. Thank you.

M5. MONTGOMERY-BLINN:  Are there any ot her
guestions, Conmm ssioners?

( NO RESPONSE. )

M5. MONTGOMERY- BLI NN  Ckay. Thank you,

Ms. Walters. 1'll ask that she be rel eased from

her subpoena?

JUDGE SUWNER: Thank you, ma'am You're
rel eased.
Ckay. Thank you.

(MS. WALTERS EXI TS THE CONFERENCE ROOM )

M5. MONTGOMERY- BLI NN  Ckay, the Conm ssion

calls WIllie Wnbl e.

Wl 1lie Henderson Wonbl e, having first been

duly sworn, testified as foll ows:

EXAM NATI ON BY Ms. MONTGOVERY- BLI NN
Good norning, M. Wnble.
Good nor ni ng.
How are you?
Good. Yourself?
Tell us your full name.
Wl lie Henderson Wnbl e.

And where do you reside, M. Wnble?
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o > O > O >

O

o > O > O >

Where |' m housed at?
Uh- huh (yes).
Dan Ri ver Correction
How ol d are you?
60.
And M. Wonble, | need you to speak up as |loud as you
can when you answer my questions so that everybody
here can hear you and so the court reporter can get
everyt hing that you say.

Were are you fromoriginally?
Dur ham
Do you renenber neeting with nyself and Ms. Stellato
bef or e?
Yes, nmm'am
It's been a little while?
Yes, nmm'am
Okay. About |ast summer?
Yes, nmm'am
So I"'mgoing to ask you questions today and sone of
them are going to be the same questions that |1've
asked you before. And if you don't know the answer to
any of the questions that | ask, please just tell us
that you don't know, or if you can't renenber, please
just tell us that you can't remenber. And then after

| ask questions, the comm ssioners who are around this
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O

. >» 0 » O » O » O > O » O P O P

tabl e may ask you questions as well.
M. Wnble, what are you convicted of?
Mur der .
What do you know or do you know the date that that
cri me happened?
No, ma'am not exactly.
Did you do the nurder?
No, ma'am
Did you have any part in the nurder?
No, ma'am
Were you in the car when the nurder happened?
No, ma'am
Did you know t he murder was bei ng pl anned?
No, ma'am
Who else is convicted of this mnurder?
Joseph Perry.
Did you go with Joseph Perry to Butner?
No. | knowed him | knowed himin the street.
Did you go with himto Butner?
No, ma'am
You said you don't know the date. Do you know what
you were doi ng when the nurder happened?
No, no, | was at a, | was a friend house the night that
it occurred, whatever.

At a friend s house?
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A

> O > O

> O > O

Yes, mm'am

What friend?

Shirlyn and Leroy Walters.

Now, how do you know you were at their house?
Because it was on, it was on her birthday, it was on
her birthday. Me and ny fiancee was over there, had
cone.

Do you renenber that or have people told you that?

No, you know, you know, | remenber that, you know, you
know. | renmenber that. But, you know, as the years
pass by, you know, | can't figure out, you know,

exactly what date it was and stuff.

Were you at her house on nore than one day?

No, ma'am because mny ol der sister, you know, at the
time, you know, my older sister, | had ny ol der sister
used to stay right across from the apartnent right
across fromthem

Was that Emma Jean?

Yes, nmm'am

And did you go to Ms. Walters' house a |ot of nights?
Yes, ma'am W, we used to play cards and stuff, ne,
my girlfriend, and her husband.

So this was a regular thing to do?

Yes, nmm'am

So how do you know you were doing it on that specific
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o > O P

>

day?

You know, because, because it was on her birthday.
Okay. You renenber it being her birthday that day?
Yes, mm'am

Did you celebrate her birthday in one day or over
mul ti pl e days?

No, just that one day.

kay. You said you didn't go with Joseph Perry to
Butner. Did he ever talk to you about it afterwards?
Don't -- because, because, because at the tinme, at the
time that that happened, | hadn't, | really hadn't
seen Joe Perry in, in over a nonth. | really hadn't
seen himin over a nonth. | know, | know | was
arrested, | know | was arrested in Decenber; | know I
was arrested in Decenber. So | hadn't seen Joe Perry
in sonething Iike about the mddle part of Cctober, or
sonething |like that, you know, you know, before |I was
arrested.

So did he ever talk to you about planning any kind of
r obbery?

No, ma'am not, not that.

And after it happened but before you were arrested did
he ever talk to you about it?

You know, | know the next tinme | seen him seen him

after then was at Central Prison because, because he
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was | ocked up in Durham you know. They took ne out
of Durham and then |locked me up in Oxford. So I, so |
never seen, | never seen himno nore to after | caught
my tinme and went to Central Prison.

So after you caught your time, is that --

Yes, mm'am

What did he say to you in Central Prison?

> O > O

You know, you know, | don’t know, for some reason, you
know, you know, you know, for some reason, you know,
we were mad at each other for a long tinme, you know,
you know. W were nmad at each other for a long tine
because |, because | still, like, you know, because,
you know, | just feel like | was betrayed for sone
reason and stuff, you know. And then for, and then
for a while, you know, they wouldn't let us, they
woul dn't let us be on the sane canp together for a
long tine. Then, then, then, you know, we went about
wi th, went about ten, ten nore year, went about ten
nore year, you know, w thout seeing each other again,

about ten nore year w thout seeing each other again,

till 1 said -- then, you know, we kept on separate. |
know, | know the, | know the last tinme | seen himwas
at, it was at -- it was '10 or '11 up there at \Wke

Correctional Center, that day, at Wake Correcti onal

Center and stuff.
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Q Did you talk then?

A You know, you know, you know, he canme to ne one day,

he look all -- we just be on the yard really a whole
ot of tinme, time, you know, we used to wal k by each
ot her and we'd wal k by each other, you know, you know,
you know, when he said nothing to himbecause, you
know, for year, you know, because for year, you know,
| | ooked at him as, you know, being my brother, you
know, being ny own brother. And | say, well, you
know, how can you let this go on all these year, you
know, you know. So, so, so, so he asked nme, you know,
he asked ne one day was | mad with him he asked ne
one day was | nmad with him | said, you know, | said
| be, | said, you know, I'd be lying to nyself, you
know, if | said no. | said|l'd be lying to nmyself if
| said no, and stuff, you know. So he done said that.

So, so, so he told, told ne one day, he told
me, said that I"'mgoing to tell the truth, you know.
He said, I"'mgoing to tell the truth, you know, what
real ly happened and stuff. But, you know, that's
been, that been about four year, about four, about
four or five years ago. So, you know, |, you know, so
| really paid it no nore attention, you know, until

you all contact nme at Dan River.

Q You said he was |ike your brother growi ng up?
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A

Q

o >» 0 » O > O > O

Yes, mm'am

Can you tell me nore about that?

You know, because, you know, you know, and | had been
knowi ng himfor years and stuff, you know. W were,
you know, we were raised, you know, know, we were

rai sed up together, you know. W were raised, you
know, we really, you know, grow ng up, you know, we
really didn't stay too far, far fromeach other out in
t he sane project and stuff.

Did you ever do any crinmes with hinf

No, ma'am No, you know, basically, you know, little
typi cal stuff, you know, com ng up, you know, I|ike
speeding in cars and stuff |ike that.

What about any robberies?

No, ma'am

Did he ever give you a gun?

Huh?

Did he ever give you a gun?

Not to ny knowl edge. | can't renenber.

kay. How about the robbery of an insurance conpany?
An i nsurance conpany?

Uh-huh (yes). Did he ever help you or set up a
robbery for you of an insurance conpany?

You know, you know, you know, he did talk to nme, you

know, he did talk to ne about robberies and stuff.
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> O > O

> o0 >» 0 » O » O » O >» O

But, you know, no, | didn't never, you know, | didn't
never get into no robbing, you know, and | had a few
B&E charges and stuff.

Did you ever rob an insurance conpany?

No, ma'am

You said you had B&Es?

Yes, mm'am

What were they of?

It's a store, a Laundromat, stuff |ike that.

A store and a Laundromat?

Yes, nmm'am

How about Al bert WIlis, do you know hinf

Yes, nmm'am

How do you know hi n?

He stayed out there, he stayed out there, you know,
you know, he used to stay in a nei ghborhood we used to
stay in.

The sane nei ghbor hood?

Yes, nmm'am

How about Janes Frazier? He went by BooBoo.

Janmes, Janes Frazier, a Janes Frazier, | really, |
really didn't know him you know. | really didn't know
him but | knew -- he was one, you know, when all this

happened, you know, he was, you know, he was picked up,

t 00.
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Q Wiy was he picked up?

A Huh? Well, well, well, at first, you know, they had

all us charge, supposed to been charge with the sane

thing. They supposed to been, they supposed to been

35

| believe his nane was Firewood. Let's see, | know ne,

Joseph Perry, Albert WIlis, and M chael WatKki ns,
and --
kay. Well, tell us about when you were picked up.
A Oh, when | was picked up, when | was picked up, | was
pi cked up for a charge in Durham over the fine

downtown, so they carried nme, they carried ne

downtown. They | ocked ne up, you know, you know, they

| ocked ne up so, you know, you know, | had been, you
know, | had been drinking at that tine. So they got
me downtown, so they started questioning nme about a
robbery and nmurder charges and stuff. So at first |
told them you know, | didn't know. So, so, so, you
know, they telling, they telling me this, that, you
know, grabbing me and stuff, you know, you know,
junping on there. So it was, it was Detective Lorenz
Leat hers.

Det ecti ve Lorenzo Leathers?

Yeah. It was Detective Lorenzo Leathers and stuff.

Was this in Durhanf

> O > O

Yeah, yeah, it as in Durham
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Q

> O > O

And when you said they carried you downt own, where was
t hat ?

Huh?

What do you nean by they carried you downt own?

You know, you know, when they first, when they first
arrested me. Wen they first, when they first
arrested me they carry ne down to the Durham County --
To the jail?

Yes, mm'am

Go ahead. What did Detective Leathers say?

So, so he didn't, he didn't -- he wasn't talking to
me. He never talked to me about the charge that they
were actually supposed to been arresting me for. So
he got to question nme, so he started to question ne,
what do you know about a nurder charge and robbery
charge over there in, over there in Butner in
Granville County. | said, | told him said that, you
know, | don’t, | don't know what you tal king about.
So he, so he starts bringing up the other names and
stuff. And then, you know, they had -- | was

basi cal |y handcuffed like I amnow, you know. He
pushed ne around the chair and stuff and said, you
know, you know. And so | tell himl don’t know. So
that's about all | renenber that really.

| renmenber when they carried nme in the jai
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and put nme in, took me out of Durham Jail and carried
me over there Ganville County and put nme in jail
That's when the SB officers, SB, two SBI officer cone
over there, you know. And the basic thing, they grab
me, they tell ne, said, if you don't, if you don't
sign this, you know, telling nme, said, if you don't
sign this, we going to do this and we going to do
that, and stuff, you know, and had nme to sign
sonet hi ng.

What did you sign?

| don’t know. It's sonmething. | basically don't know
what it is now because, you know, it was sonething
that they had already wote up. It was sonething, you
know, you know, it was sonething that they had al ready
wote up saying that, saying that I, saying that | had
supposed to been with Joseph Perry that night and al
that stuff. | supposed to been the | ookout man or
what ever .

So you knew that what you were signing said you were
invol ved in the nurder?

Huh? Yeah, | basically know where, you know, the
reason, the reason | done that, you know, the reason
done that, it keep fromcontinue getting junped on.
Did you tell thenf

Huh?
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Q
A

> O »>» O >

Did you tell thenf

Yes, | done told, you know, | done told ny |awer. |
even, | even took a polygraph, | even took a pol ygraph
test. But we went to court, you know, when we went to
court the | awer, you know, you know, the, you know,
the | awer brought it up. But sone kind of way, but
sonme kind of way they say, you know, said sonething
about the pol ygraph test, test, you know, they

woul dn't use it.

Okay. But let nme just back up before the polygraph.
Did you tell the officers after they questioned you
that you were there at the robbery and shooting?

Yes, nmm'am

kay. And what did you tell then?

Huh?

What exactly did you tell then?

Well, tell, I tell the truth right, right now, I
basically don't know because it was sonething that
they had already wote up. It was sonething they,
they had already wote up and they had ne to sign it.
And they told nme, said, this what happened. They told
me, said, this what happened right here. You were

wi th Joseph Perry such-and-such a night, and all this.
Well, you was in the car; well, you was in the car

You didn't go in the place, but you knew what happened

Ira Anderson
P.O. Box 6348
Concord, NC 28027
704/467-4950




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

State v. Wonble, 75-CRS-06128 6/ 3/ 14 39

o > O > O

and stuff right here. And, you know, you, you know,
you sign right here.

Did they read it to you before you signed it?

Yes, ma'am because | couldn't read. They read it to
ne.

So they read it to you?

Yes, mm'am

And then you signed it?

Yes, mm'am

Did Detective Leathers conme back the next day with it
typed up for you to sign?

Yeah, he done canme back with it because | know when
cane down there, | know when | cane -- when the SB
and themofficers came to ne down there in Ganville
County, they told ne, threatened ne. | don't, | don't

know exactly what happened to the paper because | know

| gave it to the | awyer -- because they threaten ne
and they told ne, said that -- | told them no, |
told, | had told them what Lorenzo Leathers had done

in Durham And they said, you know, they done said
that they didn't want to hear it. They done said that
they didn't want to hear it. Basically, you know,
they started doing, doing the sane thing that he did.
So, so, so they, they appointed, they appointed nme a

| awyer, they appointed ne a | awer.
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So they said that when you go into court,
you, you go into court, you know, you better plead
guilty. So they, they appointed nme a | awyer naned, |
believe it was WIlkins. So when | went, so when
went to have, | knew, | knew when | went to have ny
hearing, | knew when | went to have ny hearing they
appoi nted, they appointed ne to a |l awer. So when
went in there he thought I was going to go in there
and plead guilty. So | told him said that -- so
told him said no, | told him said no. | said that
|"mnot going to plead guilty. Then the judge turned
to ask me -— | told the judge at the tine, so that
when he appoi nted nme anot her attorney. That when he
got nme another attorney there in Durham and, you know,
to, you know, to represent me. WIIiam ParKks.

W I liam Parks?

Yes, ma'am Parks. Was it WIIliam Parks or WIIliam
Par ker, one of the two.

Okay. Do you renenber neeting with the assistant
district attorney, David Waters, and SBI Agent Mom er
bef ore your probable cause hearing?

No, ma'am | can't renenber.

Do you renenber being offered immunity to testify in
this case?

Yes. Yeah, yeah, they want, they wanted ne, they
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> O > O

wanted nme, they wanted nme to testify, you know,

agai nst Joe Perry, you know. But | told them | told

themthat, that, you know, | couldn't testify agai nst
no man because, | said, if |I testify against a man,
you know, and saying that he did this crinme, | would

be |lying because | never seen him because | never
seen himdo it.

Do you renenber your probable cause or prelimnary
heari ng?

Huh? No, ma'am that was --

Do you renenber testifying?

It's -- no, ma'am No, nm'am No, nmp'am | can't
r emenber. | know, | know at the trial, | know | know
at the trial, |I know at the trial, the only thing

got on the stand at the trial. But |I think, | think
did say sonething at the, | think, I think I did say
sonething at the, at the hearing and stuff because the
part cane and all at the hearing and stuff, you know,
where what the detective and themhad did to nme up in
the county and stuff, what Lorenzo Leathers and them
had di d.

That came up?

Yes, mm'am

Can you tell me what you nean by that?

You know, | told, well, | told, |I told the judge, you
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know, | told the judge, you know, about that statenent
they had got nme to sign that they had forced, that
they had forced me to sign that, you know, by, you
know, junping on ne.

Q kay. You told the judge they were junping on you and
forced you to sign the statenent?

A Yes, ma'anm yes, nm' am

Q Did you al so have anot her piece of paper that you
wanted to show t he judge?

A Yeah. | had, | had, | had a piece of paper that |

wanted to show t he judge, what SBI officer and them

had -- ne. They had, they had wote down on a piece
of paper when they interrogated ne saying that, saying
that if you don't go through with this and say Joe

Perry got to do, we going to give you this, this

amount of tine, and all this. You know, that's what

you going to get, you know, that's what you going to
get, and all that.

And could you read that piece of paper?

Huh?

Coul d you read that piece of paper?

> O > O

No. No, | couldn't, I could not read it, but one of
t he, you know, one of the person who were | ocked up
with me in the county read it for ne.

Q And did you show t hat piece of paper to your |awer?
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A

Q

Yes, na'am

What do you renenber about your trial?

| remenber, | renmenber, | renenber about, | renmenber
about ny trial -- yes, yeah, let's go back. | do, |
do renenber one thing at the prelimnary hearing. It

supposed to been, it supposed to been, it supposed to
been, it supposed to been a girl in the store the

ni ght that the shooting supposed to have taken pl ace.
| believe, | believe it was the man daughter,

sonmet hing. And when they asked her, when they asked
her could, could she identify nme as being in the
store, as being in the store that, the night that her
father was killed, she, she said no. But they asked
her could, could, could she identify Joe Perry, she
said -- they asked her could she identify Joe Perry.
She didn't, she didn't said, she didn't said that --
she didn't actually say that she could identify Joe
Perry, she said that she know Joe Perry because Joe
Perry, because Joe Perry had done tinme over at Unstead
Correctional Center in Butner, and at the tine

beli eve he was the president of the Jaycees over
there. So, so | believe this why she say she was
knowing him And this right here — and that right
there weren't never corrected by neither, neither one

of, neither one of the attorneys. And ny attorney,
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his attorney at the prelimnary never, never heard.
But they asked her, when they asked her did, did she
know ne, she said that, you know, she said, she said
no; she said no.

Do you renenber how many people were originally

char ged?

Tal ki ng about the trial we did?

Wth you, how many peopl e were charged?

Wen they first locked us up it was actually, |
believe it was, | believe it was four or five. | know
me, Joseph Perry. Let nme see, ne, Joseph Perry,

M chael Watkins, and one they call BooBoo, Anthony
Frazier, whatever his name was. | know it was, it was
four, it was four or five, it was four or five people
they charged it wth.

You said yourself, Joe Perry, M chael Watson?

Yeah, M chael WatKkins.

Wat ki ns?

Uh- huh (yes).

And soneone they call ed BooBoo?

Yes, sir.

And nmaybe anot her person?

Yeah.

kay. After the prelimnary hearing, do you renenber,

were any of the other cases di sm ssed?
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A

You're tal king about the other people, talking about
ot her ones they | ocked up?

Yes.

| know, | know we had the prelimnary hearing. Sone
kind of way, in sone kind of way the other three, you
know, you know, they left; you know, they left. And
t hey kept ne, they kept nme | ocked up and they kept ne
| ocked up in jail in Ganville County and carri ed,
carried Joe Perry, carried Joe Perry, | guess, back to
Dur ham County.

Al right. And | think we were tal king about your
trial. Wat do you renmenber fromyour trial?

Yeah. | renenber, you know, you know, | renenber
about the trial, | renenber about the trial when, |
remenber about the trial when the DA, | renenber,
remenber for -- | know we had went, went on recess, |
know we had, | know we had went on recess. And DA
they had nme, they had nme in the holding cell. The DA
told ne, said that -- he cone out there, he told ne,
said that, he told ne, said, we can stop the tria
right nowif you want to and you can go ahead on take
a plea. He done said that you can go ahead take a

pl ea because if you don't, you know, you going to be,
you know, you going to get the death penalty, you

know, you can get the death penalty for first degree
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murder. | talked to him | told him said that, you
know, | told him said | can't do that. | told him
said that, | told him said, | can't, you know, |

can't plead guilty to sonmething | ain't took a part in
and don't know not hi ng about.

kay. Do you renenber trying to hand the judge a

pi ece of paper at your trial?

Yes, mm'am

What was that piece of paper?

It was, you know, it was a piece of paper, it was, it
was part of the -- that, that, that the SBI had wote
down and gave, gave it to nme. But ny attorney, ny
attorney took the paper, ny attorney tore the paper
out of my hand. And ny attorney took the paper out of
nmy hand and | don't -— and, you know, after then, |
don't ever know what happened to it.

Ckay. Was your case appeal ed?

Yes, nmm'am

What do you know about your appeal ?

Only thing I know, you know, the only thing |I knew, it
was appeal and cone back in, cone back in 1977, you
know, nmy attorney got a letter back saying, you know,
t he appeal, you know, the appeal was turned down, you
know, said appeal was turned down, you know, you know.

| never heard fromthe | awer, | never heard fromthe
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| awyer no nore since the day, you know, | caught the
time, since ny attorney caught the tinme in '76. As
soon as |, as soon as | was sentenced in '76 | never
heard fromhimno nore. M attorney got a letter back
fromthe court, you know, | got a letter back fromthe
court, | believe it was in '77, 1977, saying that the
appeal, that the appeal had been denied. So that, you
know, that, you know, really, that was the last tine

had ever heard anything there fromthat case again.

Q Coul d you read that letter?

A Huh?

Q The letter that you got, were you able to read it?

A No, sonmebody read it to ne.

Q Can you read and wite?

A No, you know, you know, you know, | can read a little
better than | did, you know, when | got |ocked up and
t hat .

Q So do you ask other people to read or wite for you?

A Yes, nmm'am

Q How do you send letters to your famly?

A | have sonebody, | have sonebody wite letters for ne.
More tinmes I'Il call, and something like that, when
cane.

How do you read letters fromyour famly?

Huh?
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How do you read letters that you get fromyour famly?

No, I -- | have one of ny friend or soneone to read

Did you go to school ?

Huh? Yes, ma'am

What grade did you finish?

Now, | was in special ed.

kay.

Yeah.

Speci al ed, but what, did you make it to high school ?
No, junior high

Did you ever tell your famly or friends that you were
in the car when Joseph Perry and the other guys went
into the store?

No, ma'am

Were you in the car?

No.

What have you done over the years to try to get out of
prison or prove that you're innocent?

You know, you know, you know, | done told sonme court as
soon as | been | ocked up, you know, you know. You
know, | been working, you know, you know, | been
wor ki ng the whole tinme | been | ocked up, you know, you
know. You know, | been working the whole tinme | been

| ocked up, you know. And |I was on the MAPP, you know,
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you know. You know, | was on the MAPP and | was on
work rel ease, you know. | was on work rel ease and
everything. | was on work release and I, | was on

work rel ease and everything, you know. A little

coi ncident, you know, a little coincident happened
when | was on work rel ease, sone fal se accusati on.

So, you know, the MAPP, you know, ny MAPP and

everyt hing was tooken and stuff. But ever since then
-- but really, ever since '09, you know, everything,
you know, that's been on a standstill, you know. |
was going, and | was going out on, | was going out on
passes, and | was goi ng out on passes back in the
community and stuff, out of CV passes and stuff. But
when the thing cane by in '09 with this -- when they
say | won't getting off. So then now, you know, ever
since then, you know, they say | can't go back out on
CV passes or nothing. So basically, you know, |'m
just there working five days a week.

But did you ever try to, even if you can't wite, ask
sonebody else to wite letters for you to agencies

i ke the I nnocence Comm ssion or Prisoner Legal
Services or the Center on Actual |nnocence or the
NAACP or other agencies to try to get sone hel p?
Yeah, you know, | really didn't know, you know, |

really didn't know nothing about, you know, that right
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there. | really didn't know nothing about that.
kay.
M5. MONTGOMERY- BLI NN  Commi ssi oners, do you

have any questions for M. Wnbl e?

EXAM NATI ON BY MR VI CKORY
M. Wnble, the relationship that you had with
M. Perry, could you -- did you say you were close to
each ot her?
Yes, sir.
Were you hanging out a |l ot together with his crowd or

were you kind of on the outside, or how was that?

| know he -- like | said, when this crine, when this
crime first happened, | hadn't -- at the tine, at the
time | hadn't seen, | hadn't seen Joe Perry in a nonth
and a hal f because, you know, | had -- because the

section of town, no, the section of town that he
stayed in, | had, you know, | had noved, | had noved
away from over there, you know. | had, | had noved, |
had noved from away from over there, you know, way
across town and stuff.

So you were not hanging out with himat that point?
No, ma'am

kay.

No, sir. No, sir.
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But before that were you all pretty close?

Yeah; yeah. You know, you know, during that tine,
during that tine, you know, you know, we were stil
friend, you know, we were still friend but, you know,
we wasn't hangi ng out together.

But were you aware that he was doing, involved with
sonme robberies in Durham doing sone robberies at that
time, during that tinme period right before the

i ncident in Butner?

Well, you know, | know, | know, | know he was doi ng,
you know, | know, | probably know that he was doing
thing that, you know, he won't supposed to be doing.
But, but, you know, it just like |I said, you know,
when | got | ocked up, you know, | can't tell nolie
and say that | seen this nman rob sonebody or shoot
sonebody, you know, when |I didn't. | would be |ying;
| would be lying nyself.

Ri ght.

Because if | know, if I seen him you know, if | seen
hi mrob or shoot sonebody, kill sonmebody, you know,
you know, | would say it because, you know, |'m not
going to sit here, | wouldn't sit here, you know, be
doing all this time for himif I know, if I know
seeing him you know, do that.

Did he ever conme to you and talk to you about what you
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wer e doi ng, breaking into hones and things |ike that?
Did Joe Perry ever cone talk to you about breaking
i nto houses?

Yeah, | think, | think, | think, | think he broke in a

place with nme before. | think he broke in a place.
Wth you?
Yeah. But we -- but | never, you know, | never did a

robbery with him | never did a robbery with him

not hing |like that.

Well, I'll just quit beating around the bush, | guess,
and just tell you. He told us that he was sonebody
that |iked to rob from busi nesses and fol ks that had
noney, but that he was concerned about you breaking
into people's hones in the nei ghborhood, that he cane
to you and suggested an easy robbery and gave you a
gun that had two bullets init. D d anything like

t hat ever happen?

Not that | -— 1 can't, | can't remenber. | don't
remenber himnever giving me a gun and telling ne go
rob nobody.

So you never robbed an insurance conpany?

No, sir.

He said after that robbery you cane back and the | aw
kind of followed you back into the nei ghborhood. You

cane into his house and he put you up in the attic or
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up in the loft, as he described it, held, kept the

police off of you when they cane | ooking for you.

A No, no, the coincident, the coincident you re talking

about, you talking about I went up in the attic, the,

t he coi ncident he tal king about | went up in the
attic, that, that right there, that right there was no
robbery. That was no robbery right there. The police
had canme, cane over his house. They were, like | said,
they got himway before -- this right here was about
nine nonths, this right here was about nine nonths
before then. The police cane over his house one day.
The police canme, cane over to his house one day. That
was over there on Ceer Street, when he was staying on
West, West Ceer Street. And at the tinme the police
was, they were |ooking for me. So | went up, you
know, | had him you know, to hide me up in the attic,
an attic and stuff. But that right there had nothing
to do, that right there had nothing to do with a
robber .

VWhat were you hiding fron®

A Huh? No, because, because the police and them they

were looking for ne at the time for B&. They were
| ooking for me at that tinme for B&E and probation

vi ol ati on.

Q But you were close enough to Joe where he was hiding
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hel pi ng hide you fromthe | aw?

Yeah.

Okay. Wien you got first approached about this
particul ar shooting in Butner, you were in the Durham
County Jail, is that right?

Yeah.

Was Leathers the one that first tal ked to you about
it?

Yes; yes, sir.

Was that when you first started hearing Joe's nane

bandi ed about or tal ked about, about being involved in

this thing?
No, Joe -- | believe they -- if they, if they ain't, if
they ain't mstaken, | believe Joe was al ready | ocked

up about a few weeks or a nonth before |I even was
arrested. He was already, you know, he was, he was
al ready in the Durham County Jail; he was already in
t he Dur ham County Jail .

On sonething el se or on this?

Yes, | don’t know, | don’t know, | don’t know exactly
what he was in there for. | know, | know, | know he
had sonme nore, | know he had sone nore charges and

nore robbery charges and stuff, you know, that, you
know, that he was already | ocked up for and stuff.

Well, | guess I'mtrying to figure out when it was
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Leat hers supposedly cane up with this story that he
had you sign. | nean, where did he get that
information fronf

| don’t know because, see, see, Detective Leathers,
see, Detective Leathers had been know ng ne and Joe
Perry for year. He had been knowi ng ne and Joe Perry
for year because, you know, he had, you know, because
he had arrested ne before. He had, he had, he had
arrested me before. So when | got down, so when | got
downt own, so they were | ocking nme up for sonething

el se, and then he had ne in there so he started
guestioning ne, he started questioning nme about ot her
robberi es happen in Durham and then he asked nme, you
know, you know, | heard you, you know, had sonething
to do with a murder. | heard you had sonething to do
with a nmurder over there in Butner, you, Joe Perry,
and all, and sonme nore peoples and stuff.

And you deni ed that?

Yes, sir, because, because, because at that tine,
because at that tine right there |I had, | had never
been in, | had never been in Butner before. | had
heard of Butner before, but as far as being in Butner,
| hadn't, | hadn't never been to Butner before, no

| ess, you know, being there permitting a crine.

But at sone point a statenment is witten out. | nean,
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did he already have that statenment when he started
talking to you, is that what you' re saying?

A | can't, | can't renenber if he already had or was he
witing, or was he witing it up at the, at the tine.
Because | know he had, | know he had a pen, | know he
had a pen and a pad.

Were you talking to himduring this tinme?

A Huh?

Q When he was witing down were you tal king to hi mabout
somet hi ng?

A Yes; yes. He was talking.

Were you tal king?

Yes, you know, you know, | would answer, you know,

when he started tal king about that. Wen | started

telling himno and then, you know, that when he
grabbed ne, you know. He had ne handcuffed. And that
when I, | told him you know, | didn't know what, you
know, he was tal king about.

And he grabbed you |ike by his hands grabbed you?

Yeah.

Did you say he threw you on the ground?

> O > O

Yeah; yeah. No, on the floor. Wth, with -- we do
some -- it was the sheriffs up at the county, it was
the sheriffs and stuff up at the county and stuff,

t hey knowed about it, you know. You know, they knew
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about it when it went down, you know, you know, it
went down, wasn't going to speak on it, you know. You
know, it went down. Wien | was trying to get themto
speak on it and woul dn't nobody speak on it.

So did he pick you up and put you back in the chair?
Yeah.

Did he keep doing that nore than one tinme or --

No, he did it, did it about twice; he did it about

tw ce.

kay. Did you change your story at that point or --
Yeah; yeah. The sane, the sanme thing, the sane thing
happened in, the sanme thing happened in Ganville
County. The same, you know - -

Let's stick with Detective Leathers. Let's stick with
the first story, the first time you told it, first,
okay, just with Detective Leathers there. | nean,
when was it your story went froml don’t know anythi ng

about it to |l rode with themover there and acted as a

| ookout ?
No, because, because | done said that -- | said to
nyself, I won't be able to get through until, until

went in front of the judge when | went to court, you
know. Wen they, when they carried me to court, you
know, to have ny hearing, you know, that's when | say,

you know, you know, you know, what had happened.
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So did you make up the story about what happened over
in Butner or did Leathers make it up?

Leat her made, made it up

You made it up?

No, the detective made it up

The detective made it up?

Yeah.

Did he tell you what he was witing down?

No. You know, you know, you know, he read sonething
of f, you know. He read, you know, he done read it off
and, you know, you know, so he told ne, told ne, said
that you sign here and you sign here or else. So, you
know, so I, so | was tired of that so, you know, I, so
|, you know, | signed. But when | went to court, when
| went to court, you know, when they had ny hearing,
you know, that when | told them told, |I told, told
the court, you know, what happened.

You told the court that was not true then?

Yeah.

Did he tell you all the parts of the story so you
could tell your |awer and other people this false

information, is that what you' re saying?

Yeah, he told nme and said | supposed to, | supposed to
been, | supposed to been a | ookout man. | supposed to
been, | supposed to been a | ookout man. | supposed to
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been, | supposed to been in the car, you know. |
supposed to been in the car while they went in or
sonething. He put, he put ne as being the | ookout
man.

kay. And you went with that story after that when
you were talking to other officers and your |awer, is
t hat correct?

Yeah. The, the, the only lawers I, the only | awers
| ever talked to after then -- see, it wasn't, it
wasn't no but three people that would talk to ne, that
was Lorenzo Leathers and the two SBlI officers.

beli eve one of the SBlI officer's name was Joseph

Momi er, or sonething. And them themthe, themthe
only three people that I can recall ever talking to.
Do you renenber changing your story a little bit after
that to say that sonebody el se was the | ookout nan?
No.

Do you ever renenber saying Mke Watkins was the

| ookout and he's the one that told you about

everyt hing that happened and that's where you got the
story fronf

No.

You say you never told that?

No.

kay. Do you renenber saying you previously saw
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M. Perry with a |arge .22?

No, sir.

And you never indicated to any of the officers that

M ke Watkins told you about the robbery?

No, sir.

Do you renenber talking to the DA, M. Waters, at sone
poi nt, the assistant DA, the prosecutor in the case
and changi ng your story at that point?

No, I, | can't, | can't even renenber talking to the
DA, you know, you know, you know. The only tine
recall hearing anything the DA say, you know, was at,
was at court, you know, you know, when | had ny trial.
The DA woul d have had like big old kind of thick

gl asses. Do you renenber talking to a man |ike that?
You say his was what ?

Waters; David Waters.

kay.

He's the one that supposedly maybe nade sone kind of
tal k about inmmunity if you would testify.

You know, | don’t renenber, you know, you know, | don’t
remenber his name. It mght have been, it m ght have
been the one that cane to nme and tried to get ne --
sonebody canme to nme and tried to get nme to testify
against, tried to get nme to testify against Joe Perry.

kay.
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And, you know, | don’t know, | don’t know that the,
what the DA or not. | done told that | can't do that
because, you know, because if | did that, | would be

| ying, you know, | would be |lying, because | never

seen Joe Perry, | ain't seen himrob no people or shoot
nobody.

Did you ever tell the DA or anybody el se close to the
trial or right about the time of the trial or any
hearing that you had, the previous stories you had
tol d about the Butner incident were not true, that
Det ective Leathers had not tried to get you to lie
about the case; did you ever tell anybody that?

No; no.

Did you ever tell anybody that you were riding around
with a subject naned Robert WIIlians?

Robert WIIianms?

None of that sounds famliar?

(Wtness does not respond.)

Going to a pool roomin Butner?

No. | don't, I don't, |I don't recall. | don't, I
don't recall the nanme as a Robert WIllians. | had
never been to Butner before, before then.

Do you renenber saying you tried to catch a ride back
to Durhamwth Perry, WIllis, and Frazier?

No.
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Q
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And that you left the pool roomand went outside to
find then?

No.

When you wal ked in front of the Food Mart conveni ence
store you | ooked in the w ndow and you saw Joe Perry,
Al bert WIlis, and BooBoo Frazier in the store in the
act of perpetrating an arned robbery?

No.

When you | ooked in you saw Joe Perry shoot the
manager, and that all three ran out of the store. You
were afraid when they cane out, they did not speak to
you, you didn't speak to them You went and got into
Perry and WIlis's black Cadillac, which was parked
down the road fromthe store and beside the store, and
that you rode back to Durhamw th them

No.

You never renenber telling that --

No, sir.

-- to anybody?

No, sir.

What were you supposed to do as the | ookout? | know
you' re saying you weren't the | ookout, but what was
the signal that Leathers told you you were supposed to
be giving if sonebody was com ng?

He didn't say. |If he did, if he did, I can't, | can't
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Q

Q

recall.

kay, M. Whnbl e, thank you.

EXAM NATI ON BY MS. SURGEON
M. Wnble, right here; right here. Do you have any
i dea why Detective Lorenzo Leathers asked or targeted
you to be the one to say that you were the | ookout?
| don’t know, you know, you know, | really don't know
why, you know. | really don't know why because, you
know, you know, you know, you know, Lorenzo Leathers,
you know, he, you know, you know, you know, he had
pi cked ne up a nunbers of tine in Durham and stuff,
you know, different charges and stuff, and stuff, you
know. So, so when he got ne, you know, you know, |
don't, you know, | don't know why he target ne, you
know, you know, you know, to do this.
Had he ever m streated you before?
No, ma'am That's -- you know, you know, you know,
not hi ng, you know, nothing |like that, you know, you
know. He had, you know, he had arrested ne a few
times and stuff. But as far as, you know, but as far
as going there, you know, sonething like that, you
know, you know, he had never, you know, you know, he
had never pulled nothing |like that before. He had

never done that, no, you know, not to ne. So, you

Ira Anderson
P.O. Box 6348
Concord, NC 28027
704/467-4950




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

State v. Wnble, 75-CRS-06128 6/ 3/ 14 64
know, | always think, you know, | always think, you
know, you know, | always said, you know, which | think
that, that he did this to get Joe Perry, because |
feel like that, you know, they wanted Joe Perry off
the street so bad at the tinme that they know that |
used to be close, ne and Joe Perry had been cl ose
friends at one tine. So, you know, they are going to
use ne, you know, to try to help, you know, help get

hi m

Q At any tinme when you were at the sane canp that

M. Joe Perry was |located at did the two of you ever
tal k about the fact that he knew that you were not

i nvol ved?

A. Well, he had, well, he had told -- which he had told

sone people, which he had, which he had told sone
peopl e and stuff, because, you know, |ike | say, you
know, we had been on canp, you know, we had been on
canp before together and stuff, but we really, you
know, we really never directly, you know, talked to
each ot her because really, you know, for a while, you
know, I was mad at him For years | was mad with him
and for years, you know, you know, you know, he was
mad, mad with ne and stuff, you know. That's why they
kept us off the canp. That's why, you know, they

really tried to keep us off the canp, you know, you
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know, together and stuff.

But, but as far as, you know, but as far as,
you know, directly, you know, but far as, you know,
directly ever, you know, talking to, talking about
this case, you know, when it went on, you know, I
woul d say no, until, until he told nme, | believe four
or five years ago we was up there, that was the | ast
time we was on the canp together. W was up there
wai ting, you know. He canme, you know, he cane to ne,
said that | know, you know, you know, you know you
done all this, you know He told, told ne, said that,
you know, you know, he told ne that that, that, you
know, he was going to tell the truth, said he would
tell the truth. So, you know, | really -- you know, |
heard him but really, you know, | didn't, | didn't
pay it no attention, you know, | really didn't pay it
no attention till a few years later, you know, the
I nnocence Inquiry Commttee, you know, gotten in
contact with ne, or sonething like that. Because |
was saying that, you know, because | always saying,
said to nyself, you know, after he told nme that, you
know, you going to tell the truth, you know, you
shoul d have did this, you know, years ago, you know,
not 35 or 36 years later, you know.

When you net with your |awer did you ever say to your
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| awer that the statenment that you signed was not of
your own free wll and that you were forced to sign
it?

Yes, ma'am Yes, ma'am And, and they gave ne, and
they, and they gave ne a polygraph. And they, they
had the people conme down to Granville County Jail and
gave ne a polygraph. | passed, you know. |, you
know, | passed the polygraph, but sone kind of way we
went to court, you know, sone kind of way we went to
court -- ny lawer brought it up, you know, ny |awer
brought it up. But sone kind of way, you know, it had
got m ssing, you know, it had got m ssing and, you
know, and, you know, they wouldn't, you know, they
woul dn't give it to ne again; they wouldn't give it to
me again, and stuff.

Thank you.

EXAM NATION BY MR SM TH
I n Decenber 1975 when M. Leathers was questioning you
were you able to wite your name?
Was | able to wite ny --
Could you wite your nane?
Yes, sir.
You had been able to wite your nane for a long tine,

had you?
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Yes, sir.

But could you wite sentences?

No, sir.

You just knew howto wite your nane?

Yes, sir.

And when M. Leathers was talking to you, did he give
you a |lot of detail that he wanted you to say about
what happened that night? Like, for exanple, did he
say that Perry had a blue and red handkerchief tied

t oget her around his neck? Were did that conme fron?
I, I never, | never heard anything about a blue, a

bl ue and red handkerchi ef.

Did you tell M. Leathers that BooBoo drove over to
But ner ?

No, sir.

Did M. Leathers tell you that BooBoo drove over to
But ner ?

No; no.

Did M. Leathers give you a lot of information about
what he believed nust have happened that night?

The only thing that I know, he done said that, he done
said that it supposed to been, he said, he done said
it was ne, Joe Perry, BooBoo, and M chael Watkins, and
if I ain'"t mstaken, it's sonebody else. And he done

said that | supposed to be, he done said that |
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supposed to been the | ookout man. He done said that |
supposed to been, you know, he done said | supposed to
been the | ookout man. He kept on saying that I,

know, you know, you know you were the | ookout man, and
all that.

Well, did he tell you who told himthat you were the

| ookout man?

No, sir.

Do you know where he got all his information about the
red handkerchi ef and so on?

No, | sure, | sure don't.

Now, did you say that he threw you down on the fl oor?
Yeah.

Was he by hinself or did he have ot her people?

No, he was, he was, he was by hisself; he was by
hisself in at Durhamthat tinme when he tal ked to ne.
Were you handcuffed when he did that?

Yeah.

And he did it nore than one tinme?

He did it two, he did it twice or three tine; tw or
three tine.

Now, before you signed your nane, WIIlie Henderson
Wnbl e, did he read that statenent to you?

Yes, yeah, yeah, yeah, he done, yeah, yeah, yeah, he

done read it; yeah, he done read it. But, but what
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you sayi ng about that on there right now, that, that,
that, what |'m hearing now, what |'m hearing now,
that, that wasn't, you know, that is not what, you
know, | was hearing, you know. | didn't hear that
when he was reading the statenent he had in his hand.
VWll, what did you hear when he read the statenment?

| was hearing when he read, read the statenent, the
statenent, that | drove to Butner with Joe Perry and
them and that | stayed in the car while they went in
the place, that | stayed, | stayed outside, | stayed
outside. | was the | ookout man and all, you know, and
t hi ngs, you know, things of that nature there.

Did you tell himthat you got $20 for being the

| ookout man?

No, sir. No, sur.

You got any idea where that canme fronf

No, sir.

You signed the statenment, though, didn't you, saying
that you were the | ookout man, that you were with Joe
Perry; you signed that statenent saying that, didn't
you?

Yes, sir.

Now, a good while later when M. Waters tried to get
you to take immunity and testify against Joe Perry,

you had the courage to tell himyou wouldn't do it,
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didn't you?

Yeah; yeah.

But why didn't you have the courage to tell himyou
woul dn't sign this piece of paper?

No, because, because, because at the tine, at the tinme
that Lorenzo Leathers and themcane to ne, | was being
junped on. | was standing and | was being junped on.
Di d anyt hi ng happen to you other than being thrown
down on the floor? That's enough, but did sonething
el se happen? Did they hit you?

Huh?

Did he hit you?

No.

How many brot hers and sisters do you have, sir?

Well, | have, | have five sisters and two brother.
And you got burned as a child, didn't you?

Yeah.

And you got burned tw ce?

Yeah.

What was the first burning that happened to you? How
did that happen?

| was about, | think, because | knew | was about, |
knew | was about, about, probably about, about seven,
ei ght year, years old then at that tine.

And was that with hot water?
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Q
A
Q
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Yes, hot water or fire or sonmething, | can't recall.
Ckay. You don't know for sure?
Yes, sir.

Thank you, M. Wnbl e.

EXAM NATI ON BY M. THOWPSON
M. Wnble, you said that the night or the day that
t hey picked you up in Decenber you had been dri nking?
Yes, sir.
So had you been drinking a lot?
No, not, not a whole |ot.
But you woul d consider yourself probably a little bit
buzzed or drunk or sonething |ike that, right?
Yes, nma'am
So they take you into the jail?
Yeah.
How | ong were you in the jail being questioned, do you
remenber? How |l ong did they question you before you
si gned that paper?
| know, | know when they, | know when they first
pi cked ne up, | know, | know when they first picked ne
up they carried, they carried ne over in the jail,
they | ocked me up. They | ocked ne up for a couple
hours because | didn't, | didn't have no idea, you

know. | thought | was being arrested for sonething

Ira Anderson
P.O. Box 6348
Concord, NC 28027
704/467-4950




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

State v. Wonble, 75-CRS-06128 6/ 3/ 14 72

el se. So the bondman didn't never conme up there. And
t hen about, about two hours |ater, about two hours
later I know the two SBI officer and them and after
Lorenzo Leathers left, after Lorenzo Leathers |eft
talking to nme, then they put nme back round. And then
after then, you know, that when two SBI officer cane,
they cane and tal ked to ne.

But when Detective Leathers was questioning you al one,
and between that and you signing the paper, had a | ot
of hours gone by? Didit go fromlight to dark
outside, do you renenber? Was it lots and |ots of
hours between --

No, ma'am

-- before you signed it?

No, no, we weren't there -- no, no, ma'am it wasn't,
it wasn't no many hours that went by.

So it didn't take |l ong before you signed it or did it
take a long tine before you signed it?

No, it didn't take | ong.

And when you say junped on you, what does that nean?
Like, like, like I'"'msitting here now, you know, I|iKke,
i ke push ne on the chair, you know, |ike push nme on
the chair, like push ne on that chair saying, saying
that, you know, I'mgoing to say it is, you know, you

know, you know, you know, you say this, you know,
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know, you know, you say this or you say that or this
right here, you know.

Was that scary? Was it confusing?

Yes, nma'am

So lots of things were happening and it was really
hard for you to figure out what was really happeni ng?
Yes, nma'am

| f Detective Leathers had read to you anything, woul d
you have been able to know that what he was readi ng
was what was on the paper or could he have just
started reading things and you woul dn't have known?
| woul dn't have known.

You woul dn't have known what he was readi ng, so you
j ust assuned what he was readi ng and what he was
saying was the sanme thing, is that right?

Yes, sir. Yes, sir.

And you tal k about they offered you a plea and you
said you wouldn't plead to sonmething that you hadn't
done.

Yes, nma'am

VWhat did they offer you? Did they offer you a tine
cut? Did they --

No, no, they were telling nme that, you know, | could
get, you know, a |esser tine or sonething, or

sonething |like that, you know, if | testify, you know,
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agai nst Joe Perry saying that, you know. And when
told, told them!| couldn't do that because, you know,

| couldn't, you know, | couldn't testify against a man
when | ain't know nothing about, you know, what had
happened, you know. No way | could get up on the
stand and say, you know, | seen this nman rob this

busi ness or shoot sonebody when | know, you know, you
know, ain't never seen the crinme, you know. |

woul dn't, | wouldn't want nobody do ne |ike that.

Ri ght .

You know, | wouldn't want nobody do ne |ike that.

Q But if you had done it, that would have been a pretty

good deal, right?

A Yeah; yeah. If I, if I'd of seen himdo, if I'd of

seen himdo, if 1'd of seen himdo it, |I know what he
done, you know, |'d of said because, you know, ain't,
ain't noway in the world, you know, | could see
nmysel f, you know, doing all the tinme, you know, for
sonet hi ng, you know, | know that, you know, | know

t hat he had done.

Q Right. And then | guess ny last question is, you talk

about you thought that once you signed the paper, when
you got before the judge they would just figure it

out, they would know the truth, right?

A. Yes, ma' am
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So is that sonething that you felt |ike naybe the
systemwould get it figured out, that they would
understand the truth?

Yes, ma'am

And so once you signed it you thought, okay, well,
that' s done.

Yes, ma'am

Now we'll go to court and we'll get the truth out?
Yes, ma'am

So when you signed it, you just believed that the
system woul d wor k?

Yes, ma'am

Ckay. Thank you very nuch.

EXAM NATI ON BY SHERI FF VAN DUNCAN

M. Wnble, it says that you were admtted to DOC in
about May of 1977. Does that sound about correct?
Yeah, that -- well, well, well I, well | first went,
sent to prison in July of '76. That's when | caught
my time. But where they got '77 down now, you know,
that's when, that's when ny appeal, that's when ny
appeal was denied. So that, they said, well, that
when you start on your actual sentence was in '77.
But | was already | ocked up.

Do you renenber tal king to anybody when you went to
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prison about your crinme? Do you renmenber anybody
asking you about it or discussing your crinme with
anybody?

No.

Do you recall at all naking a statenent during about
that time when you went to DOC that you said that you
had never seen Joe Perry until the day of the crine?
No.

Do you renenber ever saying that?

No.

Do you renenber saying anything about pulling into a
conveni ence store in Ganville to get sone gas and
whil e you were putting gas in the car you heard a shot
go off inside the store?

No.

And you don't renenber telling themthat Joe Perry had
gone in the store planning to rob it and during the
process Perry had to shoot the man, you don't renenber
sayi ng any of that?

No, sir.

Ckay.

EXAM NATI ON BY SHERI FF JOHNSON
The day of the birthday when you were at the birthday

party with Shirlyn, that night you stayed there how
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| ong, do you renenber what tinme you m ght have went
back down to your sister's?

A Vell, we mght of, we mght of stayed over there, we
m ght of stayed over there two, we m ght of stayed

over there about two or three hours; we m ght of

stayed over there two, two or three hours, | can't say
exact . But | know, | know we were there, | knew we
was there over, over an hour and a half; | know we was

t here over an hour and a half.

Q And the next day did anybody stop by your sister's
house and visit with you?

A No, not that | ever recall, nobody.

Q Did Joe Perry and Albert WIllis come by your sister's
house --

A No.
-- that day about 12: 307
No. Joseph, Joseph Perry, Joseph Perry, Joseph Perry
didn't know where ny sister, where ny, where ny sister
lived at. She -- he didn't even know where she |ived
at .

Q So you never woul d have nmade the statenent they cane
in and you talked with Albert WIlis in the bedroom --

A No.
-- about what had happened?

A No.
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Thank you.

FURTHER EXAM NATI ON BY MR SM TH
In 1975 did you have a driver's |icense?
No, sir.
Have you ever had a driver's |license?
No, sir.
Did you have a car?
No, sir.

Ckay. Thank you.

EXAM NATI ON BY JUDGE SUMNER
M. Wnble, so it's your contention by your testinony
here today that on the day of this murder that you
were at Ms. Walters' house; that's your alibi, is that
right, sir?
Yes, sir.
And your further testinony is that you signed this
confession only to stop Detective Leathers from
assaulting you, is that correct?
Yeah.
And you had no idea what was in the statenent?
No, sir. | know, | know what they said. | knew, |
knew what they saying that was in the statenent and

what he read and what he, and what he read to ne and
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had me to sign, you know, you know, it's not the sane
t hi ng.

Thank you.

FURTHER EXAM NATI ON BY MS. SURGEON

M. Wnble, do you renenber how old you were at the
time this incident happened?
Wien | was arrested, when | was arrested | believe |
got, | believe | got sonething like, | got arrested
sonething |like a week or two before |I turned 22, right
before I turned 22. | was 21 when | got arrested, |
t hi nk.
How far did you get in school?
No, | was in special ed when | was in school.
Ckay. How many grades did you go to school ?
Vell, regular grades, regular grades, you know, |
can't recall; regular grades, | can't recall.
How ol d were you when you | ast went to school ?
| was about, | was about 16 or 17.
Al right. Thank you.

JUDGE SUWMNER: Any further questions?

(NO RESPONSE. )

JUDGE SUWNER: M. Wonbl e, thank you, sir.
You' re excused.

(MR WOMBLE IS TAKEN FROM THE CONFERENCE
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ROOM )

M5. MONTGOMERY- BLI NN Your Honor, we're
going to go into closed session for the victiminpact
statenment. Wuld you like to take a norning recess
and give the caneras tine to get shut off and all of
t hat ?

JUDGE SUMWNER.  W're going to take a break,
and the portion of this hearing that deals with the
victiminpact statenments will be a closed hearing.

M5. MONTGOMERY-BLINN:  Only comm ssioners

and staff.

80

JUDGE SUMWNER.  Only comm ssioners and staff.

Al right. Thank you.
(THEREUPON, A SHORT RECESS WAS TAKEN FROM
10: 53 AM THROUGH 11:15 A M)
M5. MONTGOMERY- BLINN:  Ckay. We're back in
session. Now we are closed to the public.
M. Bullock's four children are here today.
They have been watching the hearing on closed circuit TV.
Ms. Stellato and | net with them before and we' ve had
regul ar contact with the famly since, or leading up to
this hearing. On behalf of the Comm ssion we know that
this is a difficult process for them and we extend our
synpathy to the famly. Lois Wall and Brent Bull ock are

going to give a statenent on behalf of the Bullock famly.
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(LO'S WALL AND BRENT BULLOCK ENTER THE
CONFERENCE ROOM )

M5. WALL: Good norni ng.

COWM SSI ONERS: Good nor ni ng.

M5. WALL: | don't know if you guys -- can
you hear nme on ny mc? Ckay, this is going to be tough for
me, I"'mgoing to tell you guys, so you nmay have to be a
l[ittle patient wwth ne. M nane is Lois. I|I'mthe child
that was involved the night of the nurder that was in the
store with nmy father. On behalf of ny famly, first, |
want to say thank you to each of you for your work on this
case. Thank you particularly to the two of you for
preparing a lot of this work. | know a |ot of this was
done by the two of you getting all this ready, and we thank
you trenmendously for all that work and preparation for al
of this, this was done. Thank you in particular for your
hospitality and for your graciousness over yesterday and
t oday, for keeping us confortable through this process. W
appreciate that a | ot.

| think the first thing | want to do is |
actually want to take this picture of ny father and |'m
going to pass this around. | know today, sitting in that
room wat ching the video, this seens like it's been very
i npersonal. W' ve been tal king about a |lot of facts, you

guys have been tal king about a | ot of facts and things that
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have been presented that seem|i ke they have been very

i npersonal. And today, what | want to do is bring a
personal touch of that for you guys to see who we've
actual ly been tal king about for the |last two days, which
has been our father, so that you can understand the inpact
of who we've been tal king about for two days. And | want
you to see what this gentleman |ooks like, and | wanted you
to see what | | ooked like so if you could understand who

t hat person was behind all of this tragedy that we' ve been
tal king about for two days. So I'mgoing to take this
picture and pass it around. And ny father's nane was Roy
Brent Bullock, so that all of you know. | know you have
probably a lot of stuff in front of you that we haven't
been able to see so that you can understand who he was,
what he | ooked Iike.

(THE PHOTOGRAPH IS PASSED AROUND FOR ALL
COWM SSI ONERS TO EXAM NE. )

M5. WALL: So the picture you see in front
of you is a picture of ny father that he was at the age he
was when he was killed. And this is what he | ooked |ike
nost of the tinme, what he | ooked |ike to us, what he | ooked
like in the community. And he was in the National Guard,
and he wore that white shirt and he wore those Arny
fatigues a lot. And this is how the comunity knew ny

father, and that's what | renmnenber the npbst about him
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There's not a lot that |I renmenber about ny father because
my menory, | got to tell you, was wped out. This is where
it's going to get hard for ne.

| don’t renmenber a | ot about ny father
t hanks to Joseph Perry. The hard part of what watching
yesterday in Joseph's testinony for ne was to watch a man
give the details and sit in this chair and tal k about
describing things that he did and talk about his life as
t hough what he did was a profession, and talk about it so
callously yesterday. And that's what | thought struck ne
so odd listening to him You know, |'ve tried to think
about what it would be |like to prepare this statenment and |
couldn't do it until yesterday, and then | started to form
things in ny mnd and what it would | ook |ike and how I
woul d talk to you guys and what it was | needed to say to
you. And that was what was so hard, trying to figure out
what would | say to you, what did you need to hear from ne.

VWhat | need you to hear fromyou is what
it's like to be the victimof crinme. And first of all,
appreci ate what all of you do every day because | can't
i magi ne how hard it is to do what you do every day is to
sit and listen to these facts over and over and over al
day long and just try to process facts like this of a case.
But what you don't hear fromfamlies, or | guess you do

hear fromfamlies because you hear from people |ike ne.
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But you don't understand what it's like to be on the end of
these crinmes day in and day out for ten years later, twenty
years later, thirty years later, forty years later, and to
deal wth the fallout of these kinds of crinmes. And what's
clear to ne is people |ike Joseph Perry don't either.

You know, we're here tal king about Wllie
Wonbl e and what's going to be the inpact of this hearing in
his life. The disturbing part in nost of it is that |
could sit and get through this testinony of Joseph Perry,
but this norning | couldn't get through it with Wllie
Wnble. And at the end of the day ny famly is going to
want the right thing to happen at the end of this hearing.
It's, the outcone has to be the right thing. Watever that
right thing is, it's got to be the right thing, and it
doesn't matter.

It upset nme terribly this norning when
heard Wllie Wnble's testinony. It would upset all of the
famly nmenbers to know that the wong thing was done by a
man regardl ess how that happened. That's -- I, | can't even
stomach that; | just can't even stomach it to know that it
happened. But the worst part of that is to know that we
woul dn't even be here today if another man hadn't died and
that Joseph Perry cone forward with that information, that
he would just let a man sit there and take the fall for

sonething if another man hadn't died. How do you do that?
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How does anot her human being do that? And the worst part
of that is to hide behind, I'"'ma man of ny word. | don't
even know how you let that come out of your nouth. To
wat ch the dynam cs of a man sit here and descri be that kind
of thing and rectify that in his mnd, | can't even process
that as a human being, how you do that; | just can't, |
can't do that.

It's a difficult thing to live this and
wat ch it behind the gl ass doors, as a child being 13 years
old to watch this happen the first tinme. To watch your
father killed, to watch another man take his life, but then
to sit here and watch himtalk about it like it's a
prof ession and tal k about how he brings other people al ong
and teach themand talk to them about howto do it, and do
it to a man who's better off than a nman who's not better
of f, and tal k about those dynam cs and then tal k about how

he's going to help crime in Durham by getting out and doi ng

things that are right, and how he's going to fix that, |I'm
not even sure | understand that. | can't even, | can't
process it. I'msitting here trying to rectify it, process
it, rationalize it. | just don't understand where he's

comng from But the problemwth that is that I'mtrying
to, I"'mtrying to look at it froma rational person's m nd
and he's not a rational person. And so you have to take a

step back and understand that you can't | ook at it through
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the same eyes, and I, | get all that and |I've processed al
that and sorted that out at the end of the day by
yest er day.

And then it brings today and | listened to
Wllie. And | look at that and then that's a whol e ot her,
other dynamc that | have to process. And I'mlike, this
is just too much, really, for a famly to have to process.
VWhat | need to be able to process is the fact that ny
father died. M father died at the hand of sonebody else's
choice. Then ny famly has to nake choices in their life
that we had to deal with because sonebody el se chose to
take his life. This is not our choice, this was sonmebody
el se's choice that they nmade that they gave to us because
we didn't, we didn't do this. That's the hard part.

| guess the good in all this is that because
this has cone back to light, you know, maybe sone good can
be done for sonebody else, if that's what the decision ends
up being at the end of this. | don’'t know what's going to
happen as a result of that. W have to trust all of you to
make those deci sions because you' re the professionals here
that have to do that, and we trust that.

VWhat happens with Albert WIlis, | don't
know. | don’t know what happens there, you know. He's a
man who is not here. That's not up to us to decide. GCod

has to rectify that. W have a strong faith in our famly
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and we' Il trust that God will rectify that. That's H's
job. We know He'll take care of that. There's nothing
el se can be done there. W can't fix that.

But what I"'mgoing to tell you is that it's
a shane for our famly that there's been a | ot of
m | estones that we've m ssed because sonebody el se took
that choice away fromus. You know, we m ssed things |ike
our 16th birthday, m ssing things |ike having your father
at your weddi ng, having himat your prom having himdo
things like help you buy your, you know, your first car,
things like that that you need your father for, you need

things for support. For nme it was, it was a traumatic tine

inny life. 1 went frombeing a 13-year-old child right
into being an adult. If you think that won't catapult you
right to being an adult, I"mhere to tell you you' re w ong.
It wll. | turned into an adult that night; that night.

It was a very different tine for ne and |'ve been trying to
recover fromit ever since, I'mtrying to still recover
today fromthat night. It will never ever be the sane for
me, trying to recover fromthat. There's no way, there's
no anmount of tinme that can heal nme fromwhat | went through
that night. | don't even know how to describe what | went
t hrough that night.

|"mjust kind of -- you know, if there's

anybody that has any questions about anything fromthat,
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you know, |'m happy to answer any of those questions. But
|"mjust not sure what else | can say to that other than it
strikes ne as odd to watch Joseph Perry and what | saw him
say and what | saw himdo and the dynam c in watching him
And that testinony was very fascinating to me. Cearly
he's got an objective, clearly he's got an agenda. It was
an interesting thing to watch himyesterday. But what
concerns nme i s what Joseph Perry thinks he's going to gain
fromall of this because | clearly think he's got sonething
to gain. That was clear to ne yesterday. But | have a

bi gger concern, | guess, for Wllie Wnble. But at the end
of the day | think the nessage fromne and ny famly is to
make sure that the right thing happens, that the right
,thing happens at the end of the day today. And | think
that's probably our nessage here.

The one thing | think is clear for ne is |
know |I've forgiven Joseph Perry for what he's done, |'ve
made ny peace with this, and | thank God for H s aboundi ng
grace that He's shown to ne and ny famly. That does not
believe, | don't think, that people should not be held
accountable for what they've done in |ife and there's a | ot
nmore to Joseph Perry than what neets the eye. But it's not
up for nme to make the right wong, that's up to God and
that's what God's plan is and that's what God wll do. |

can't fix that.
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MR BULLOCK: 1'd like to thank you for what

you' ve done. You've been very professional with us and
hel ped us very much. 1'd like to thank all of the staff
because this is nore professional than any day that was in
court when this all was going on, because | renenber it
all. And he took away not only the life of ny dad, he took
away ny grandfather's life and ny noms |ife, because they
quit living. But she's gone through a |ot of adversity
over the years and it's kind of tough to see your sister go
through that. But the main thing about M. Winble's life
is that | feel like he got shortchanged no matter about the
crime, because this man has struggled his life. He seens
i ke he's always got the short end of the deal, and he
still seenms |ike he's getting the short end of the deal
because | don't see where he's got a little bit nore
educated than he was in the beginning.

| grew up not being the nbst smartest man in
the world, so | think he needs an opportunity to at | east
becone a little bit better than he was, because | know what
that's like and I know what -- | was accused one tinme of
bei ng, doing sonmething wong that | didn't do, and | know
what that feels like. That's a bad feeling, especially
when no one listens. | know he said that he signed sone
things that he didn't know about, and you do things |ike

t hat because you can be coerced when people are talking to
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you with authority, and I think this is what happened to
him \Wether he's innocent or guilty, | don’t know. As ny
sister said, the Lord will take care of that because He
fixes all things, because He has sustained us through a

| ot.

And so, you know, | hope that, you know, you
can rest assured what you've heard and what you believe,
and by what |'ve seen, by what |'ve listened to, the
gquestions that you people ask, | didn't have a | ot of
credibility for the judicial systemover the years, but I
do now from you peopl e because | see that you're
professional in what you're doing. And it's good to see
because so many things are not going right anynore in this
world, but this is one tinme that |I think things have gone
in a positive direction and | think sonething good wll
come out of this. And I'd like to thank you very nuch for
t hat .

JUDGE SUWVNER: On behal f of the Conm ssion,
| want to thank you both for being here today, and to your
entire famlies fromthe Conm ssion and the entire staff,
we of fer our deepest synpathy and condol ences to you.

M5. WALL: Thank you.

(M5. WALL AND MR. BULLOCK EXI T THE CONFERENCE
ROOM )

M5. MONTGOMERY-BLINN:  The hearing is
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reopen. | think the nedia had indicated that they woul dn't
bother with com ng back in, the caneras woul dn't, but just
in case, I'mgoing to go ahead and open that door for just
a mnute in case anybody wanted to cone in that's out
t here.

(M5. MONTGOVERY- BLI NN OPENS DOOR TO
CONFERENCE ROOM )

M5. MONTGOMERY- BLINN:  Thank you all for
your patience and attention during these |ast two days.
You are now asked to deci de whet her you concl ude that
there's sufficient evidence of factual innocence to nerit
judicial review Because this conviction resulted froma
trial, your vote will be by majority. You may deci de that
there is sufficient evidence and the case wll be referred
to a three-judge panel, you may decide that there is not
sufficient evidence and the case will be closed, or you may
instruct the Comm ssion staff to continue the investigation
and reconvene the hearing at a later date. This is the
standard of review, sufficient evidence of factual
i nnocence to nmerit judicial review, and I will |eave this
slide up as you deliberate in case you need to | ook back at
it. And this is the end of the evidence being presented
for the Commssion, and I'll turn it over to you, Judge
Sumer .

JUDGE SUWNER: Al right. | think we're
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going to, at this point, have a working lunch. | believe
meal s were brought in. And of course Ms. Thonpson and
Sheriff Duncan, in order to get you fed, | don't mnd us
sort of eating first and reserving our coments while we
eat, and then once you finish your neal we'll start our
deliberations, if you' d like to stay.

SHERI FF VAN DUNCAN: | am probably going to
go ahead and depart, |'ve got about a four or four-and-a-
hal f hour journey ahead of ne. But | do want to nake the
comment that |1'm honored to serve with this group of
i ndividuals. Being able to be a part of this makes ne
better at what | do when I go back hone, and | appreciate
t hat opportunity.

JUDGE SUWMNER: Thank you

M5. THOWSON. And |I'll probably go on hone
al so so that you guys can start your deliberation and maybe
you all can also get hone a little bit earlier, too. And I
am— well, as a victim | amuniquely honored to be here
and to have just witnessed what | have witnessed. | have a
uni que perspective for what just happened in the |ast two
days, so they know that | — this is such an honor for ne
to be here. Al of you bring such, you know, a wealth of
know edge and expertise, too. This is so inportant; this
iIs so inportant, such inportant work. And so thank you for

not only doing the work you do, but for allowing ne to be a
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part of it. It helps ne a lot.

JUDGE SUWNER: Wl l, thank you, and 1"l
tell you that your presence, both of you, and your input
has made the Comm ssion so nuch better. | thank you
Travel safely and take a boxed | unch, okay?

( THEREUPON THE PROCEEDI NGS VWENT OFF THE
RECORD FROM 11: 35 A M THROUGH 12: 33 P. M)

JUDGE SUWNER: This hearing of the matter of
Granville County, State of North Carolina versus Wllie
Henderson Wonbl e, File 75-CRS-06128 is now resuned. The
Comm ssion having deliberated this matter, after carefully
reviewi ng this evidence the Conmm ssion has concl uded by
unani nous vote that there is sufficient evidence of factual
i nnocence to merit judicial review. Therefore, pursuant to
North Carolina General Statute 15A-1469(a) and as Chairman
of the Comm ssion, the undersigned refers this case to the
Honor abl e Robert H. Hobgood, G anville County Seni or
Resi dent Superior Court Judge, and respectfully request
that the Chief Justice of the North Carolina Suprene Court
appoi nt a three-judge panel and issue conmssions to its
menbers to convene a special session of the Superior Court
fromGanville County to hear evidence relevant to the
Comm ssion's recomendation. This the third day of June,
2014, signed by Chair, Quentin T. Summer.

Let me take this opportunity to thank
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Ms. Montgonery-Blinn and the entire Comm ssion staff for
the hard work and diligence that you' ve put forth in this
matter. | also want to thank the individual nenbers of
this Comm ssion for your tinme, your efforts, and your
energy in this matter. And this matter i s now concl uded.
Thank you.

( THEREUPON, THE HEARI NG CONCLUDED AT

12:35 P. M)
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLI NA )
) CERTILFEIL CATE
COUNTY OF CABARRUS )
|, Ira Anderson, do hereby certify that the foregoing
heari ng was taken and transcribed by nme; and the foregoing

94 pages constitute a true and accurate transcript of the

testimony of the said w tnesses.

| do further certify that the parties were present as

stated in the caption.
| do further certify that | amnot of counsel for or in
the enpl oynent of either of the parties to this action, nor

am| interested in the results of said action.

This the 22nd day of June, 2014.

| ra Ander son
Notary Public No. 19973380004
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