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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE

SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
COUNTY OF WAKE 83 CRS 84695
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
V. AFFIDAVIT

JAMES A. BLACKMON

A T N N e

NOW COMES William P. Hart being first been duly sworn, who deposes and
says the following:

1. I am an attorney, duly licensed to practice law in North Carolina. I have been
practicing law for ﬁ_ years.

2. I began prosecuting James Blackmon for the murder of Helena Payton as an
Assistant District Attorney in Wake County.

3. I left the Wake County District Attorney’s Office in 1986 to take a position as
a special prosecutor in the North Carolina Attorney General’s Office, but continued to
prosecute the case from my new position.

4. If a guilty plea was made pursuant to North Carolina v. Alford, 400 U.S. 25
(1970), I would make sure that it was documented in the Transcript of Plea and that it was
addressed with the judge.

5. Although I do not independently recollect that Mr. Blackmon took an Alford
plea, I have reviewed the Transcript of Plea (attached hereto as Exhibit 1), which documents
that Mr. Blackmon would not answer whether he was in fact guilty. This indicates to me that
it was an 4lford plea because it shows that Mr. Blackmon was not admitting guilt.

6. Because it was my practice to address such matters on the record, I believe that
a transcript of the plea hearing would include on the record that Mr. Blackmon was pleading
guilty pursuant to Alford.

This the v?_"’j"day of /UMf "”“’gﬁ—f, 201379

Sworn to and subscribed befre me this Ji_w day of ﬂ@VQM L@T 2018
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. File No

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA | 2 (1 £ ? ((&fﬁ
In The General Court of Justice ‘ Him No.
Superior Cgurt Division
e County
STATE VERSUS )
5 TRANSCRIPT OF PLEA
Dalengani =t 3 ’

; d AMEs A‘r’ PR ét. Ao AP ' " G.S. 15A-1022

The defendant. having offered a plea of w1
answers lo the questions set out below

-and being first duly sworn, makes the following
Answers
1. Are you able to hear and understand me? . %L‘ 2

2. Do you understand that you have the right to remain silent and that any statement you make may :
be used against you? _ﬁ

3. Are you now under the influence lcohol, drugs narcotlcs medicines, pills or any o 8 W E-S
other intoxicants? o (? pa(‘c,;c;-. . -
(a) When was the last time you used or consumed any such substance? ' 771(‘] mi&!ﬁt“‘_

4. Have you d:scussed your case fully with-your lawyer and are you satlstled with hls tega.l servlces? \I r'i’ )
5. (a) Do you understand that- "you are pteading.] M} to the felonles of

; nﬂ-__,
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5. (b) Do you undersband thal you are pleadmg (guilly) (no contest) to tha mlsdemeandrs af 0we .
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&;,;-lave.&ie-chargeQ baen explalned to you hy yonr |awye .and do you-Understand thana’ture of .':'.":" "l .' cov
’ the charges. and do you, unders!and everyelemenlof each charge? .,.-._ 5 o ) U . .&éﬁ. F

A Do you understand that upon. yQur plea, yuu cpuld ‘b il‘nprispnad Tgr-a possible h‘:aximum sent- -
: _..ﬂ.__ years Lr_l.ﬁ

N ' - ence_of - -mbﬁiiha-(and that’ The—mada_bt{lawmm sentence_ Is -
e .r.s" —years ", mdnthﬂ? £ F“M-r ST : ._L%S_,

8 Do you understand lhat you have the rlght to plead nolgullty and bé tried: by a. jury and aL such-

tri,axl to be conf_ronled with and- to'cross-examine the; wﬂnasses agalnst you, and by this plea you . ;:-'.
give up. !hese and your othemdnsmuuonal rlghts relatln,g to’ triai by jur.y? ) ;

9 Do you now personalry plea) M

10, (a){f!applfcable] Are you in fact guity? = . - g w b B 3%, W‘“ A’H_ ("JW&"
.(b) [ appﬂcabm] Do ydu understand that. upon your plea of no oontest you will be treated - R SRy
belng guilty whether of nol you admlt your guilt? o ) o . _Q.l:éa.; o

11 Have you.agreed to plead as'a partof a plea arrangement? Bafora you answer I"'advise you that
the Courts’have approved: plea gutiatmg and if there is such, you may advlse me lrulhfully a
wlrhoul tear of Incurring my dlsapprova! S _ _ _j_

2. [ appﬂcab(ei The prosectﬂor andyour !awyer have Ihforrned the Cburt that these are all the -
", térmsand conditions of your pfea : '
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Answers

13. [Other than the plea arrangement between you and the proseculor} has anyone made any prom- I‘ J S
ises or threatened you in any way to cause you to enter this. ples against your wiahes?

14. Do you enter this plea of your own free will, fully undamandmg what you are doing? _Zé.ﬁ__
15. Do you have any questions about what has just been said to you or about anything eise con- é o
nected with youir case to this point? . /\ﬂ(
2 27 -
iam - years of age and have nompletad the grade of school. (List any additional education,
if applicable.}

I have read or have heard ail of these questions and understand them. 'The answers shown are the bnes'| gave in ,
open oourt and they are true and accurate, Nelther my lawyer nor anyons elas has toid me o givé falss answers in '
order 1o have the-Court accept my plea In this case. The conditjofis of the plea as mted on ths réverse hereof, if

any. are accurate. ] : ..

SWORN AND SUBSCRIBED TOBEFOREME | ™% ) - ALyl
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MS. MATOIAN: I understand. Do you

remember the preliminary hearings regarding his

confession and things like that?

MR. MANNING: I know I filed a Motion

to Suppress,

and that was the part of my effort

to deal with this case. I was trying to remember

who the judge

who the trial

MS.

was the ADA.
Do

long time, do

was for that, and I can't remember
court was or my opponent now.

MATOIAN: I think it was Bill Hart

you happen -- I know it's been a

you happen to remember if they

brought the shirt or the knife in -- during your

Motion to Suppress?

MR.

MANNING: I don't think so because

the whole issue was whether the confession was

tricked and whether -- who was it, the -- it was

the Mutt and Jeff cops. It was Jimmy Holder and

A.C. Munday were the detectives on the case, and

Jimmy, I think he now works security for Bank of
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America or something --

MS. MATOIAN: Uh-huh.

MR. MANNING: -- he went to school on
whatever was wrong with the client, read a bunch
of stuff, and then I think tricked him into
giving that confession. I'll never believe
otherwise, and that was the whole spirit of my
cross-examination. My attack on the thing was
that he, Holder, read up on the wvarious
personality disorders and then got him -- I think
it was taped. I can't remember if it was taped
or pretty close notes, got him in a rhythm of
agreeing with him and then got him to say that
the bad -- I think the bad James Blackmon killed
him, not the good James. I think that's what

the --
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION

COUNTY OF WAKE 83 CRS 84695

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
\2

JAMES A. BLACKMON

N N N N N N

The undersigned, having first been duly sworn, deposes and says the following:

1. I am an attorney, duly licensed to practice law in North Carolina. I have
been practicing law for 41 years.

2 In 1988, I represented James Blackmon during his plea in the above
captioned case.

3. In 2014, I was contacted by the North Carolina Innocence Inquiry

Commission regarding my file. My files were destroyed in a fire in 1996.

4. James Blackmon pleaded guilty to the offense of Second Degree Murder in
January 1988, pursuant to North Carolina v. Alford, 400 U.S. 25 (1970).

3, During the course of my representation, James Blackmon did not admit guilt

to me at any time.

6. During the course of my representation, James Blackmon maintained his
innocence to me related to this crime.

This the _/ day of /)( J e ad20s. \

(Thomas C. Manning)

) . &=
Swarn to and subscribed before me this ] day of no\rm LS~ 2018

AFFIDAVIT OF THOMAS MANNING

IN

[Seal] SO Mg,
Notary Public § \OT4 . "O%
£ v ’(P//_ "\
= | VZ 3
My Commission Expires: %133 AN o3
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION

COUNTY OF WAKE 83 CRS 84695
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA )
)
V. ) AFFIDAVIT OF MARY ELIZABETH
) MCNEILL
JAMES A. BLACKMON )
)

The undersigned, having first been duly sworn, deposes and says the following:

1 I am an attorney, duly licensed to practice law in North Carolina. I have
been licensed to practice law since 1993.

2. [ am currently an attorney employed by North Carolina Prisoner Legal
Services (NCPLS).
3. I have represented James Blackmon in my capacity as an attorney for PLS

since 2011, and I continue to represent James Blackmon.

4. During the course of my representation, James Blackmon has not admitted
guilt in this case.

= During the course of my representation, James Blackmon has maintained
his innocence related to this crime.

6. [ referred the case of James Blackmon to the North Carolina Innocence
Inquiry Commission (Commission) in 2011 and provided the PLS file to the Commission.

This the _Z_ day of }\/OVOH\lOﬂf', 2018. )
/(/{a/wax U W MN el
(Mary Elizabeth McNeill)

Sworn to and subscribed before me this ZL\Z{ day of No\[(f)mfam{)] 8

/&7&&6 M;@% [Seal] \\\\\ullluu,,

t?ﬁ-y Public \)\,?' sRID EN&I”,

-g&

s

Notary Public
Chatham County
My Commission Expires
04/27/2021

My Commission Expires: ©4(27 [202-|
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 4 . IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE

SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
COUNTY OF WAKE | FILE NO. 83 CR 4695
~ STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA )
: / ) : )
v ) " AFFIDAVIT OF
o S ) WENDY LANCASTER
JAMES ANDRES BLACKMON, bl
)
)

Wendy LaneaSter,‘ being dﬁl’y sworn, deposes and says:

1. | | My name is Wendy Lancaster. I arryonvereighteen years of age and VI am of sound
‘mind. 1 make this affidavit based on my personal knowledge. 4

2. lam currenﬂy the ])Ewdence Manager for the Clty of Ralelgh Pohce Department I

have beenv the Evidence Manager since, 2006. Pnor to that I, was Records _Spec1allst with

Raleigh Police Department Investigative Divisio’n’for approXiniately li yeérs | .

3. Evidence related to the above captloned matter was physwally Iooked for in 2007 ,
when the North Carolina Center on Actual Innocence submltted a request for a rev1ew of the “
| evidence and' documentation. |

4. Evidehee felated to the abovecaptioned matter was physically. looked for in 20ié
when the Nerth Carolina Innocence Inquiry Coinmission subﬁlitted a request for a reeiew of the
‘evidence and documentation. |

5. Evidence related to the above captioned matter was physically looked for in June

_ef 2013 at the fequest of the North Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission.

1609561 vi ' 1



6. The loéation searched each time was evidence bin #6-B, where the items were
stbred when they were placéd into evidence on 11-1-1979. The items listell as stofed in this-bin
are’:k pdckef knife and das]_aiki shirt.

7. The pocket knife andk dashiki shirt were not }ocatéd during any o’f the above
referehced searches. |

8. Documentation such as the original evidence_ cards, logs, court orders and
disposal information were also searched for in 2007, 2012 and égain in 2013.

| 9. Oné document log showing the incoming property forvthe date of 11-1-79 and
bir/storage location, case number, and item description was iocated in 2007, 2012 and 2013 and
copies Wefe pfovided as requested.

. 10.  All other document‘ati_on for these items was destroyed prior to my supervision.
While 1 l;ave no firsthand lmowledge, it is my belief that these items were deS’u;oyed‘ due to their
age. All doéuments over 20 years old were purged in the early 2000’s.

11, The Ev{dence Unit waé located af 1101 S. McDowell Street, Raleigh, NC until
December of 2009 when we began our felocation to 218 W. Cabarrus Street, our current
4location. During this move each bin was audited, manifested, packed, sealed, moved, unséaled,
unpackéd, and audited again by dmible partner teams as it was placed in the new bin location at
| Cabarrﬁs Street. To ensure the inoveﬂ ;vas completed without error no bin numbers were
changed. .

12.  The items above in question did not show on our move .rrianifes:t, which indicates
~ they were not m our facility‘és of 2009.

13. | Homicide cases are filed/indexed by victim name and case number to ensure all

the evidence is maintained together for review at all times.

1609561v1 - 9




14. - The oldest piece of cVidence still in the custody of the Raleigh Police Department
dates back to the mid to late 1970s.
15.  Evidence is routinely audited. The Inspéétions Unit for Vthe Police Department
conducts quarterly audits and one annual audit; ‘The Captain or Lieutenant in charge of the |
: Adminiétrative Division conducts quarterly audits. Additiénally, the City of Raleigh Police
Department in accrédited by CALEA, which establishes policies and practices for evidence

retention, storage and destruction.

Thisthe | = day of April, 2014.

Wendy Lancaste?, Evidence Manager
Raleigh Police Department

- 'NORTH CAROLINA -
COUNTY OF WAKE

‘, %wom to aﬂd Subscnbed before me;, this _ day of April, 2014.

N tary Pubhc
My Commission Expires: %\:&b\\"*\

1609561 v1' ' 3
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE

SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
COUNTY OF WAKE 83 CRS 84695
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA )

V. ; AFFIDAVIT
JAMES BLACKMON | %

The undersigned, having first been duly sworn, deposes and says the following:

1. I am over the age of eighteen, suffer no legal disabilities, have personal knowledge
of the facts set forth below, and am competent to testify.

2. I am employed as an Assistant Clerk at the Wake County Clerk of Court. As part
of my duties, I supervise the evidence room staff.

3. On or about January 31, 2014, I physically searched for evidence related to James
Blackmon at the request of the North Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission and did not find
any evidence related to this case. I searched the notebook in the evidence room for James
Blackmon’s name and did not locate any entries. On or about February 7, 2014 I also searched
the area that the ev1dence should have been located :

4, Our evidence facility is room 1202A in the Wake County Courthouse. To my
knowledge, it has never relocated. Evidence is organized according to file number and defendant
name. There is another evidence room at the new Wake County Justice Center, but it only contains
evidence from October 2013 and forward.

5. Our evidence facility has no current record of the evidence related to James
Blackmon, including a record for how the evidence was disposed. We do not have a physical file
for James Blackmon, but we do have a pariial file on microfilm.

6. I do not know the oldest pieee of evidence retained by our facility. -

7. There are no official regular audits or inventories conducted of the evidence room.
I have conducted informal audits of the evidence room myself.

8. We currently retain all records of destruction for evidence, but I do not know the
policy of prior administrations. We currently destroy files in accordance with the AOC Rules of
Retention And Disposition Schedule. Under our current policy, the file for James Blackmon would
not have been destroyed EV1dence is destroyed at Sheriff’s Department.




9. Our filing system is indexed in notebooks by alphabetical order. The notebook will
note the location the evidence should be in the evidence room.

10.  There are no additional evidence storage facilities where evidence may be stored.
The evidence room in the Wake County Justice Center only contains evidence from October 2013
and forward. If there is a trial going on, evidence will sometimes be stored in a secure room for
the duration of the trial. Once all of the evidence, including documents, have been collected at the
completion of the trial, the evidence will be moved from that secure room to the evidence room.

Thlsthe7 dayof Fegronvey, 2014,

Gl A

Richard Brown

Sworn to and subscribed before me this [ ~ day oft ,2014
otary Pu llc
My Commission Expires: == 1
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EDUCATION

PROFESSIONAL
EMPLOYMENT

PROFESSIONAL
QUALIFICATIONS

FORENSIC TRAINING

LEADERSHIP-
SUPERVISOR
TRAINING

AWARDS/
RECOGNITIONS

Curriculum Vitae

Renee Lynn Minella
Forensic Supervisor
(919) 255-7356
Renee.Minella@wakegov.com

Slippery Rock University, Bachelors of Science Business Administration,
September 1985-December 1988

FBI Administrative Advanced Latent Fingerprint School, FBI Training
Academy, Quantico VA, April 1988 (5 credits, 114hrs)

American Institute of Applied Science, Forensic Science Multi-discipline,
Graduate, June 1993 (6 credits 230 hours)

Forensic Supervisor- Wake / Raleigh City- County Bureau of
Identification, Raleigh, NC, Oct. 2015-present, Assistant Supervisor- Oct.
2013- Oct., 2015, Forensic Examiner, March 2008-Oct. 2013

Forensic Impressions Analyst- NC State Bureau of Investigation Crime
Laboratory, Latent Evidence Section. November 2005-March 2008

Detective-3" Grade, Latent Examiner/Mobile Crime Unit —Investigations
Branch, City of Pittsburgh Bureau of Police, April 1993-April 1999

Police Officer-City of Pittsburgh, Bureau of Police, April 1989-April 1993

Certified Latent Print Examiner, International Association for
Identification, March 2010-Present

Expert Witness-Qualified approx. 25 times in the Latent discipline in
Municipal, Superior, and Federal Court in both Wake County, NC, and
Allegheny County PA

Completed over 1000 hours of diversified Forensic Training from 1993-
present, See attached sheet for course descriptions & details/ credits.

FBI LEEDA, Executive Conference, April 2016

Executive Leadership Institute, FBI-LEEDA, December 2015
Command Leadership Institute, FBI-LEEDA, July 2015
Leaders Without Titles, FBI-LEEDA, Feb. 2015

Supervisor Leadership Institute, FBI-LEEDA, December 2014
Advanced Supervisor Liability, Certificate, October 2014
Supervisor Liability, Certificate, January 2014

B.O.S.S. - Graduate 18-month supervisory curriculum for public-sector
management level employees totaling over 100 hours of CEU credit.
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AWARDS/
RECOGNITIONS

INSTRUCTOR/
SPECIAL
LECTURER

SPECIALIZED
TRAINING

LAW ENFORCEMENT

TRAINING

PROFESSIONAL
MEMBERSHIPS

Curriculum Vitae

Renee Lynn Minella
Forensic Supervisor
(919) 255-7356
Renee.Minella@wakegov.com

Directors Award of Excellence, July 26, 2017, Latent Print Unit-
Raleigh/Wake City- County Bureau of Identification Crime Lab

Trilogy Award Recipient, FBI LEEDA, April 2016

Letter of Commendation- Wake / Raleigh City County Bureau of
Identification-April 2013-Presented by Director Pennica for work on the
NCIAI Educational & Training Conference of 2013.

Certificate of Appreciation- NC SBI Crime Lab, Latent Evidence Section,
March 2008, Presented by SAC J. Byrd for Case work- backlog reduction.

Best / Worst Quality Latent Hit & Identification-Spex Forensics Annual
Training Conference, case latent voted by LPE peers, May 2011

Letter of Recognition-City of Pittsburgh Mayor’s Office, May 1997,
Presented for Letter of Recognition-City of Pittsburgh Mayor’s Office,
Presented for locating and developing a latent resulting in the ID and
subsequent arrest of a suspect responsible for a series of home invasion
Robberies. Citation given.

Letter of Recognition-City of Pittsburgh Mayors Office, June 1994,
Presented for locating and developing a latent resulting in the 1D and
subsequent arrest of a suspect responsible for a series of home invasion
Robberies. Citation given.

Latent Print Unit, Trainer & Program development, March 2010-2011,
2016

North Carolina State University, Graduate School, March 2011
Wake County Public School System, 2002-Present

Girl Scouts, Coastal Pines of North Carolina, 2002-2012

Pittsburgh Police Mobile Crime Unit Latent Trainer, 1997-1998
Bureau of Police Public Safety Training Academy, 1997-1999

VALEAP-Virginia Law Enforcement Assistance Program, October 2015,
Post Critical Incident Seminar, CISM, Wake Tech, Feb 2016

Critical Incident Stress Debriefing (CISD) Coordinator / Peer Team for
CCBI, September 2015 to present

Pennsylvania Municipal Police Officer Graduate, April, 1989, City of
Pittsburgh, Bureau of Police Training Academy

2017-2018 Board of Directors- Board Member, Conference Chair



Curriculum Vitae

Renee Lynn Minella
Forensic Supervisor
(919) 255-7356
Renee.Minella@wakegov.com

FBI LEEDA, Associate Member July 2014-2016

International Association of Identification, 2008-Present & 1993-1999,
NC International Association of Identification, Member 2008-Present
Educational & Training Conference Planning Committee 2010-present
Law Enforcement United, Member 2011-2013

International Association of Women Police-Conference Planning
Committee, City of Pittsburgh, Bureau of Police 1994



RENEE LYNN MINELLA

FORENSIC TRAINING

International Association for Identification, 1Al Educational Conference, July 29- August 4, 2018 (32 hrs.)

AFIS Workshop- Spex Forensics, Feb 2018 (24 hours)

Quiality Assurance for the LPE / Tri-Tech Forensics, Jan 8-12, 2017 (40 hours)

NC LPE Meeting / October 2017 -FRS Stats Presentation, (6 hours)

NCIAI Educational & Training conference, April 2017 (16 hours)

NC LPE Conference/ Speaker, AFIS Unconfirmed Backlog- RPD, November 2016 (6 hours)
Analysis of Distortion in Latent Prints, Alice Maceo, August 2016 (16 hours)

NCIAI Educational & Training Conference, NC State May 2016 (20 hours)

FBI LEEDA Conference —Trilogy Award Recipient, April 2016

NC LPE Conference, October 2015 (6 hours)

SAMSI Workshop -Statistics & Applied Mathematics in Forensic Science Sept 2015 (5 hours)
NCIAI Educational & Training Conference, Greensboro, May 2015 (20 hours of Forensic Training)
Examination, Comparison & Identification of Footwear-Phase I, Sirchie, April 2015

FBI LEEDA-Advanced Supervisory Liability Training, March 2015

FBI LEEDA-Leaders Without Titles, February 2015

FBI LEEDA-Executive Leadership Institute, December 2014 (1rst in Trilogy)

Laboratory Accreditation-Senate Bill 200, NCIAI-Wake Tech, October 2014

A Guide to Latent Print Testimony, August 2014 (RTI)

Laboratory Accreditation & comparison of Footwear Evidence, July 2014 (Forensic ITC)
Fingerprint Identification: Reliability & Accuracy , July 2014 (RTI)

Erroneous Exclusions Webinair, June 2014

NCIAI Training and Educational Conference, April 2014, 2015-Conference Planning Committee
FBI LEEDA -Supervisor Liability , January 31, 2014

Internal Auditor Training, April 2014

NCIAI Training and Educational Conference, April 2013 (15 hours Forensic training)
ASCLD/Lab International Preparation Course-Testing Labs, October 2012

Examination and Recovery of Footwear Evidence, June 2012

NC IAl Annual Training & Educational Conference, March 2012

NC IAl Annual Training LPE Meeting, October 2011

Forensic Digital Image Processing, FORAY, Sept. 2011

International Association for Identification, Educational Conference, August 2011 (Milwaukee, WI)
Footwear/Tire tread Documentation-Collection, May 2011

SPEX Forensics Annual Training Conference, May 2011

NC LPE Meeting, February 2011

LPE Fall Conference-Winston Salem, October 2010

NC IAI Spring Conference- Raleigh, NC, May 2010

NCSU Forensic Science Symposium, Raleigh NC, December 2009

FBI-Daubert Direct Testimony, Raleigh, NC, April 2009

NC LPE Conference, Raleigh NC, September 2008

IAl Educational Conference- Louisville, KY, August 2008

Palm Print Analysis, NC Justice Academy, July 2008

NC IAI Spring Conference, Forensic Training, May 2008

Advanced Latent Ridgeology, Sirchie Laboratories, May 2008



SPEX Forensics Printquest AFIS & APIS, April 2008

NC LPE Conference, Guilford County, May 2007

Advanced Palm Print Comparison, R S & A Nashville, TN, March 2007

NCIAI Conference- Forensic Training, Raleigh, NC, April 2006

Advanced Ridgeology, INS Lab, Pat Wertheim, McClean VA, March 2000

Forensic Identification Seminar, Metropolitan Toronto PD, October 1997

AFIS, NEC Technologies Training, PA State Police, October 1997

International AFIS Internet Conference, Harrisburg, PA, September 1996

Advanced Latent Fingerprint Development Techniques, F.B.I., August 1995

Palm Print Symposium, Ron Smith, April 1995

Fingerprint Classification & Identification, F.B.l., May 1994

Crime Scene Search, F.B.1., September 1993

Basic Fingerprinting, P.I.A.l., March 1993

Pennsylvania Municipal Police Officer Graduate, City of Pittsburgh, Bureau of Police, Training Academy

April, 1989,

BOSS Curriculum- Building Organizational Supervisory Success: Graduated -September 2014
. HR Core 1 - 2/26/14

HR Core Il -4/3/14 & 5/28/14

HR Core Il -6/14/14

Crucial Conversations —Part 1 & 2 6/12/14 & 6/19/14

Myers Briggs Type Indicator -10/20/13

Seven Habits of Highly Effective People, Part 1,2 & 3 11/7/13,11/14/13 & 11/21/13

Trust- 8/22/13

Listening -2/21/14

Feedback and Coaching- 8/20/13

Conflict, Confrontation and Defensiveness-3/6/14

Peer Today, Boss Tomorrow, 3/25/14

Emotional Intelligence -12/3/13

Professional Development/ Presenter & Lecturer:

International Association for Identification Educational Conference, IAl- Presenter/ Lecturer, July
31, 2018- Latent Print Unit Backlog Reduction Strategies & Policy Creation, San Antonio Texas
NCIAI Educational Conference, Presenter-Latent Print Unit Backlog Strategies & Policy
Creation, Winston Salem, NC, May 2018

MAFFIE Meeting, Charlotte NC Jan. 2016

Updated 10/23/18

RLM
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City-county Bureau Of Identification

Incident Case Number: 13-004992
Reporting Agency: City-county Bureau Of
Print Date/Time: 11/08/2018 14:12:40

Disclaimer: The information contained within this report is

reflective of the investigation at the date and time of its printing.

Page 1



Agency Name
City-county Bureau Of Identification

ORI

INCIDENT/INVESTIGATION
REPORT

ase#
13-004992

Date / Time Reported
07/19/2013 14:31 Fri

|
N NC092013Y Last Known Secure ]
CI: Location of Incident Premise Type Zone/Tract AT Found 07/19/2013 14:29 Fri
D 3301 Hammond Rd, Other/unknown 07/19/2013 14:30 Fri
El #1] Crim;lncident(s) i i (Com) | Weapon/ Tools jnknown | Activity
T Murder & Non-negligent Manslaughter . Entry Exit Security
0110
D Crime Incident ( ) | Weapon / Tools | Activity
A | #2
T Entry Exit | Security
A
#3 Crime Incident ( ) | Weapon / Tools | Activity
Entry Exit | Security
MO
# of Victims 1 Type: INDIVIDUAL/ NOT LAW Injury:  Other Major Injury
Victim/Business Name (Last, First, Middle) Victim of] DOB Race| SeX Relationship| Resident Status Military
v | V1| PAYTON, HELENA Crime # To Offender Branch/Status
I 1, Age U | F|1IRU
'CI': Home Address Home Phone
I\I/I Employer Name/Address Business Phone Mobile Phone
VYR Make Model Style Color Lic/Lis VIN
CODES: V- Victim (Denote V2, V3) O = Owner (if other than victim) R = Reporting Person (if other than victim)
o | Tyee Injury:
T | code | Name (Last, First, Middle) Victim of] DOB Race| Sey Relationship| Resident Status|  Military
H Crime # To Offender Branch/Status
E Age
R | Home Address Home Phone
S
Employer Name/Address Business Phone Mobile Phone
|
N[ Type: Injury:
v Code | Name (Last, First, Middle) Victim of] DOB Race| Se¥ Relationship| Resident Status|  Military
0 Crime # To Offender Branch/Status
'\-/ Age
E Home Address Home Phone
D
Employer Name/Address Business Phone Mobile Phone
1=None 2=Burned 3= Counterfeit/Forged 4 =Damaged/Vandalized 7 =Stolen 6 =Seized 5= Recovered 8 =Unknown
("OJ" = Recovered for Other Jurisdiction)
VI Status . .
# | Codd Frm/Tq Value 0OJ [ QTY Property Description Make/Model Serial Number
P
R
o}
=]
E
R
T
Y
Officer/ID# ROBERTSON., J. J. (UNAS, UNAS) (1D9347)
Invest ID# (0) Supervisor ROBERTSON, J. J. (UNAS, UNAS)
Complainant Signature Case Status Case Disposition:
Status Open 07/19/2013 Page 2

R_CS1IBR

Printed By: CBI19343,

Sys#: 85926

11/08/2018 14:12




City-county Bureau Of Identification

Status

INCIDENT/INVESTIGATION REPORT

Case # 13-004992

1=None 2=Burned 3= Counterfeit/Forged
Codes

4 = Damaged / Vandalized 5= Recovered 6 =Seized 7 =Stolen 8= Unknown

IBR | Statug Quantity

Type Measure

Suspected Type

Up to 3 types of activity

nOCxoO

Assisting Officers

Suspect Hate / Bias Motivated:

Narr. (cont.) OCA: 13-004992

INCIDENT/INVESTIGATION REPORT
City-county Bureau Of Identification

NARRATIVE

R_CS2IBR

By: CBI9343, 11/08/2018 14:12

Page 3




City-county Bureau Of Identification

REPORTING OFFICER NARRATIVE

OCA
13-004992

Victim
PAYTON, HELENA

Offense
MURDER & NON-NEGLIGENT

Date / Time Reported
Fri 07/19/2013 14:31

THE INFORMATION BELOW IS CONFIDENTIAL - FOR USE BY AUTHORIZED PERSONNEL ONLY

Homicide
DOO: 9/28/1979
Vic: Helena Payton

RPD #: 558471

Reporting Officer: ROBERTSON, J. J.
R_CS3NC

Printed By: CBI19343, 11/08/2018 14:12

Page 4




CASE SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT Printed: 11/08/2018 14:12

City-county Bureau Of Identification OCA: 13004992

THE INFORMATION BELOW IS CONFIDENTIAL - FOR USE BY AUTHORIZED PERSONNEL ONLY

Case Status: OPEN Case Mng Status: NA Occurred: 07/19/2013
Offense: MURDER & NON-NEGLIGENT MANSLAUGHTER

Investigator: MINELLA, R. L. (ID9343) Date / Time: 08/23/2013 09:43:39, Friday
Supervisor: DAVIS, T. T. (1D9348) Supervisor Review Date / Time:  08/23/2013 11:05:19, Friday
Contact: Reference: Case Progress Notes

CCBI #: 13-4992 (Original CCBI #558471 - 9/28/1979 Date of Collection)
RPD

DATABASE SEARCH REVIEW - The database search review is a notification indicating which latent impressions
from a case, if any, have been submitted for database searching. It is only a preliminary review of the latent print
evidence received in a case.

If a latent print search is conducted on the LOCAL/STATE system(s), the below-listed information will explain which
lift cards contained latent evidence that was searched.

Latent impressions will be retained in the LOCAL/STATE database system(s) for continued searching against newly
acquired finger and palm records.

If a latent print search is conducted on the FEDERAL system, the latent print images will not be retained for continued
searching. Therefore, negative results for federal database searches will be so indicated.

A latent report will be generated for database searches that yield positive results.
Latent print evidence not of quality for database searching will be listed as NOT DATABASE QUALITY, or NDQ.

DATABASE SEARCH ABBREVIATIONS:

LOCAL DATABASE SEARCH = LS

STATE DATABASE SEARCH =SS

FEDERAL DATABASE SEARCH = FS/NEG

LATENT EVIDENCE THAT IS NOT OF DATABASE QUALITY = NDQ

LIFT CARD(S) # / DATABASE(S) SEARCHED OR NDQ:

LC1 /| LS SS

LC2 / LS SS

THIS REVIEW WAS CONDUCTED ON: 8/7/13, 8/19/13, 8/21/13

(RLM)

Investigator Signature Supervisor Signature
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CASE SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT Printed: 11/08/2018 14:12

City-county Bureau Of Identification OCA: 13004992
THE INFORMATION BELOW IS CONFIDENTIAL - FOR USE BY AUTHORIZED PERSONNEL ONLY

Case Status: OPEN Case Mng Status: NA Occurred: 07/19/2013
Offense: MURDER & NON-NEGLIGENT MANSLAUGHTER

Investigator: MINELLA, R. L. (ID9343) Date / Time: 08/27/2013 08:17:55, Tuesday
Supervisor: HEINRICH, R. X. (ID9303) Supervisor Review Date / Time: 08/27/2013 09:31:19, Tuesday
Contact: Reference: Cchi Report

Raleigh/Wake City-County Bureau of Identification
3301 Hammond Road
Raleigh, North Carolina 27603

**Requestor**

Raleigh Police Department - 6716 Six Forks Road - Raleigh, NC 27615

Victim: Helena Payton

Requesting Agency Case #: 558471
Submitted By: Agent Hardy

Type of Case: Homicide

Subject: James Edward Leach

Latent Print Unit Examination Report

FULL CASE LATENT PRINT EXAMINATION REPORT
ITEMS SUBMITTED:

One (1) sealed latent envelope containing latent print lift cards numbered as #1 - #2, submitted by Agent Hardy on
09/28/1979.

The known impressions of James Edward Leach, SID NC0154713A, as generated by a state database search.
TYPE ANALYSIS REQUESTED:

Latent Print Examination

RESULTS AND CONCLUSIONS:

One (1) as James Edward Leach

Investigator Signature Supervisor Signature

Page 6



CASE SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT Printed: 11/08/2018 14:12

City-county Bureau Of Identification OCA: 13004992

THE INFORMATION BELOW IS CONFIDENTIAL - FOR USE BY AUTHORIZED PERSONNEL ONLY
Case Status: QPEN Case Mng Status: NA Occurred: 07/19/2013
Offense: MURDER & NON-NEGLIGENT MANSLAUGHTER

Investigator: MINELLA, R. L. (ID9343) Date / Time: 08/27/2013 08:17:55, Tuesday
Supervisor: HEINRICH, R. X. (ID9303) Supervisor Review Date / Time: 08/27/2013 09:31:19, Tuesday
Contact: Reference: Cchi Report

The latent print evidence collected on the lift cards as listed was analyzed, compared, and evaluated (when applicable)
against the known impressions of LEACH.

Lift card 1: "outside of bathroom stall door"

Finger #6, (left thumb), of LEACH, was identified one time.

LEACH was excluded as the source of the remaining latent print impressions on this lift card.

Lift card 2: "outside of bathroom stall door"

LEACH was excluded as the source of the latent print impressions of value on this lift card.

The remaining latent print impressions on this lift card contain insufficient ridge detail for comparison or identification.

Forensic Supervisor Rebecca Heinrich, CLPE independently verified the latent print identification.
DISPOSITION:
The above items will be retained in file.

Renee Minella, CLPE
Senior Forensic Examiner / Assistant Supervisor

*** Confidential: This is an official file of the City-County Bureau of Identification. This report is to be used and
distributed only in connection with an official criminal investigation and shall not be reproduced, except in its entirety,
without written approval of the Director***

Investigator Signature Supervisor Signature

Page 7



CASE SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT Printed: 11/08/2018 14:12

City-county Bureau Of Identification OCA: 13004992

THE INFORMATION BELOW IS CONFIDENTIAL - FOR USE BY AUTHORIZED PERSONNEL ONLY
Case Status: QPEN Case Mng Status: NA Occurred: 07/19/2013
Offense: MURDER & NON-NEGLIGENT MANSLAUGHTER

Investigator: MINELLA, R. L. (ID9343) Date / Time: 01/07/2014 13:05:06, Tuesday
Supervisor:  DAVIS, T. T. (1D9348) Supervisor Review Date / Time: (01/07/2014 13:48:11, Tuesday
Contact: Reference: Case Progress Notes

CCBI #: 13-4992
RPD #: 558471

(Date of original incident 9/28/1979)

DATABASE SEARCH REVIEW - The database search review is a notification indicating which latent impressions
from a case, if any, have been submitted for database searching. It is only a preliminary review of the latent print
evidence received in a case.

If a latent print search is conducted on the LOCAL/STATE system(s), the below-listed information will explain which
lift cards contained latent evidence that was searched.

Latent impressions will be retained in the LOCAL/STATE database system(s) for continued searching against newly
acquired finger and palm records.

If a latent print search is conducted on the FEDERAL system, the latent print images will not be retained for continued
searching. Therefore, negative results for federal database searches will be so indicated.

A latent report will be generated for database searches that yield positive results.
Latent print evidence not of quality for database searching will be listed as NOT DATABASE QUALITY, or NDQ.

DATABASE SEARCH ABBREVIATIONS:

LOCAL DATABASE SEARCH = LS

STATE DATABASE SEARCH =SS

FEDERAL DATABASE SEARCH = FS/NEG

LATENT EVIDENCE THAT IS NOT OF DATABASE QUALITY = NDQ

LIFT CARD(S) # / DATABASE(S) SEARCHED OR NDQ:
LC1 [ FS (neg)

THIS REVIEW WAS CONDUCTED ON: 1/6/14

(RLM)

Investigator Signature Supervisor Signature
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CASE SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT Printed: 11/08/2018 14:12

City-county Bureau Of Identification OCA: 13004992

THE INFORMATION BELOW IS CONFIDENTIAL - FOR USE BY AUTHORIZED PERSONNEL ONLY
Case Status: QPEN Case Mng Status: NA Occurred: 07/19/2013
Offense: MURDER & NON-NEGLIGENT MANSLAUGHTER

Investigator: MINELLA, R. L. (ID9343) Date / Time: 01/07/2014 16:35:14, Tuesday
Supervisor:  DAVIS, T. T. (1D9348) Supervisor Review Date / Time: 01/07/2014 16:47:39, Tuesday
Contact: Reference: Case Progress Notes

CCBI #: 13-4992
RPD #: 558471

(Date of original incident 9/28/1979)

DATABASE SEARCH REVIEW - The database search review is a notification indicating which latent impressions
from a case, if any, have been submitted for database searching. It is only a preliminary review of the latent print
evidence received in a case.

If a latent print search is conducted on the LOCAL/STATE system(s), the below-listed information will explain which
lift cards contained latent evidence that was searched.

Latent impressions will be retained in the LOCAL/STATE database system(s) for continued searching against newly
acquired finger and palm records.

If a latent print search is conducted on the FEDERAL system, the latent print images will not be retained for continued
searching. Therefore, negative results for federal database searches will be so indicated.

A latent report will be generated for database searches that yield positive results.
Latent print evidence not of quality for database searching will be listed as NOT DATABASE QUALITY, or NDQ.

DATABASE SEARCH ABBREVIATIONS:

LOCAL DATABASE SEARCH = LS

STATE DATABASE SEARCH =SS

FEDERAL DATABASE SEARCH = FS/NEG

LATENT EVIDENCE THAT IS NOT OF DATABASE QUALITY = NDQ

LIFT CARD(S) # / DATABASE(S) SEARCHED OR NDQ:
LC1 [ SS (duplicate entry/ searched on 8/21/13)

THIS REVIEW WAS CONDUCTED ON: 1/6/14

(RLM)

Investigator Signature Supervisor Signature
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City-county Bureau Of Identification

CASE SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT Printed: 11/08/2018 14:12
NOT SUPERVISOR APPROVED

OCA: 13004992

Case Status:

Offense:

THE INFORMATION BELOW IS CONFIDENTIAL - FOR USE BY AUTHORIZED PERSONNEL ONLY
OPEN Case Mng Status: NA Occurred: 07/19/2013
MURDER & NON-NEGLIGENT MANSLAUGHTER

Investigator:
Supervisor:

Contact:

RAINEY, T. X. (1D9104) Date / Time: 01/22/2014 11:39:09, Wednesday
(0) Supervisor Review Date / Time: NOT REVIEWED
Reference: Report Sent To Da’s Office

Court order completed on 1/17/2014 to NC Innocence Inquiry Commission.
Wake DA's office Discovery completed on 1/22/2014. [01/22/2014 11:47, CB19104, 181, CBI]

Investigator Signature Supervisor Signature
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CASE SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT Printed: 11/08/2018 14:12

City-county Bureau Of Identification

OCA: 13004992

THE INFORMATION BELOW IS CONFIDENTIAL - FOR USE BY AUTHORIZED PERSONNEL ONLY

Case Status: QPEN Case Mng Status: NA
Offense: MURDER & NON-NEGLIGENT MANSLAUGHTER

Occurred: 07/19/2013

Investigator: MINELLA, R. L. (1D9343) Date / Time:
Supervisor: HEINRICH, R. X. (ID9303) Supervisor Review Date / Time:

Contact: Reference:

11/08/2018 10:59:16, Thursday

11/08/2018 13:34:40, Thursday
Ccbi Report

Raleigh/Wake City-County Bureau of Identification
Crime Laboratory Division

3301 Hammond Road

Raleigh, North Carolina 27603

**Requestor**
Innocence Commission, Lindsey Guice Smith
P.O. Box 2448 Raleigh, NC 27602

Submitting Agency Case #: RPD 79-558471
Type of Case: Homicide
Submitted By: Agent Hardy
Date Submitted: 9/28/1979
Date Requested: 10/29/18
Subjects: James A. Blackman
William Edward Poole
James Edward Leach
Victim: Helena Payton

CCBI Laboratory Report

Item(s) Submitted:
---Latent Evidence---

One (1) sealed envelope
Lift Cards 1-2

---Known Standards---

Subject: James A. Blackman
Local # 68025

Subject: William Edward Poole

Investigator Signature Supervisor Signature
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CASE SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT Printed: 11/08/2018 14:12

City-county Bureau Of Identification OCA: 13004992

THE INFORMATION BELOW IS CONFIDENTIAL - FOR USE BY AUTHORIZED PERSONNEL ONLY

Case Status: OPEN Case Mng Status: NA Occurred: 07/19/2013
Offense: MURDER & NON-NEGLIGENT MANSLAUGHTER

Investigator: MINELLA, R. L. (ID9343) Date / Time: 11/08/2018 10:59:16, Thursday
Supervisor: HEINRICH, R. X. (ID9303) Supervisor Review Date / Time: 11/08/2018 13:34:40, Thursday
Contact: Reference: Cchi Report

SID #: NC0031102A

Subject James Edward Leach
Local ID # 034950

Type Examination Requested: Full Case Comparison - An analysis and comparison of all latent evidence to all known
standards.

Results and Conclusions:

---Exclusion(s) & Inconclusive(s)---

Exclusion - The subject was eliminated as the source of the latent impression.

Inconclusive - The subject was not identified or excluded as the source of a latent impression.

Lift Card 1: "outside of bathroom stall door""

Inconclusive: BLACKMAN, POOLE & LEACH (due to policy change- original examiner and verifying examiner
could not reach an agreement)

Lift Card 2: "Outside of bathroom stall door"
Inconclusive: BLACKMAN, POOLE & LEACH (due to policy change-original examiner and verifying examiner
could not reach an agreement)

---Additional Information---

Lift cards which contain latent print impressions with identifications, exclusions, or inconclusive results may also
contain additional latent impressions that are of no value for comparison or identification.

The above evidence has been retained on file at CCBI.

R. Minella, CLPE
Latent Print Examiner

Investigator Signature Supervisor Signature
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City-county Bureau Of Identification

CASE SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT Printed: 11/08/2018 14:12

OCA: 13004992

Case Status:

Offense:

THE INFORMATION BELOW IS CONFIDENTIAL - FOR USE BY AUTHORIZED PERSONNEL ONLY
OPEN Case Mng Status: NA Occurred: 07/19/2013
MURDER & NON-NEGLIGENT MANSLAUGHTER

Investigator:
Supervisor:

Contact:

MINELLA, R. L. (ID9343) Date / Time: 11/08/2018 10:59:16, Thursday
HEINRICH, R. X. (ID9303) Supervisor Review Date / Time: 11/08/2018 13:34:40, Thursday
Reference: Cchi Report

*** Confidential: This is an official file of the City-County Bureau of Identification. This report is to be used and
distributed only in connection with an official criminal investigation and shall not be reproduced, except in its entirety,
without written approval of the Director***

Investigator Signature Supervisor Signature
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CITY-COUNTY BUREAU OF IDENTIFICATION e
LATENT UNIT EXAM NOTE SHEET |

CASE INFORMATION
Examiner: R. Minelia Date Started: 10/30/18 Date Completed: 11/1/18
CCBIi Case #: 13-4992 Agency: RPD & Innocence Commission Agency Case #: 79558471
Crime Type: Homicide Victim: Helena Payton Examination Type: Full
LATENT EVIDENCE
‘ Lift Card # / . .
NDQ ltem#/CallID # Total # Digital Images Collected By Date Submitted Condition
N/A at time
] N/A | LC1-2 Agent Hardy N/A sealed
DATABASE SEARCHING
Database searching previously completed.
Lift Card # LS Date #F #p $S Date #F #p FS Date #F #p
or Image #
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

*All remaining Lift Cards/Digital Images not listed above were deemed NDQ and/or DUP.

Coloid
U1
CCBI-163.6 Page 1 of 2
Issued By: Director Issued Date: 6/18/18

All copies of this document are uncontrolled when printed




CITY-COUNTY BUREAU OF IDENTIFICATION | O 13 -449 2
LATENT UNIT EXAM NOTE SHEET

COMPARISONS e
KNOWN STANDARD(S) e
Subject(s) Unique ID # Generated By Condition Other Tg’;z;zl)#
Request to compare - Prev. compared by M.
James A. Blackman Local ID # 68025 manual, Innocence N/A Ludas on 2/24/1983-EXC. 0
Ink-9/12/83 Commission 10/24/18 (New policy- VER of EXC)
SAFIS-12/7/1983 policy
William Edward SID NC# NCO031102A | Request to compare- Prev. compared by W. M.
Poole Local ID # 130009 manual, Innocence N/A Parker on 10/31/79. 0
D.O.A. 8/2/1997 Commission 10/24/18 {New policy- VER of EXC)
Local ID # 034950 Prev. compared bv R
James Edward LVS 6/3/2003, Ink Minélla &p uinshZ d ) N/A Request to verify EXC as 1
Leach 12/5/1967, Ink- P per C. Stark 10/29/18 (original)
report- 8/27/13
5/5/81
ANALYSIS / COMPARISON / EVALUATION
Lift Card # or . . Latent . . . # of ID
Image # Lift Location Level 1 Analysis / Comparison Evaluation @ date
LC1
PH TP ?PT SM MV DK MST MV EXC: BLACKMAN
(dup) “outside of bathroom E POQU DST Min L2 (DBL?} SPY | EXC: POOLE 0 N/A
2 piec':s of stall door” EXC: LEACH
lifting tape) (ID to #6- LEACH not included-
gtap see notes 8/22/13)
SML? (Anatomically OV for EXC:
F-/ ?PT | consistent with # 7-10?) EXC: BLACKMAN 0
DST DK SM OVL MV DBL? SM EXC: POOLE
PO QU QA Min L2 EXC: LEACH {8/22/13) N/A
F-?PT | SML? RC-CRE? DSTSM PO QU | OV for EXC:
LC2 wW? QA DK PO CLR Min L2 MV EXC: BLACKMAN
“Outside of EXC: POOLE 0
bathroom stall door” EXC: LEACH (8/22/13)
, N/A
Fs ? SML ?PT MLT FRG PO QU QA | RD NV
CLR SM DST Min L2
FRG PO QU QA OVL MV
Imp? | (2) parallel linear voided areas | Remaining RD NV
BLW SML digits
(TEN T Y
CCBI-163.6 Py 9 Page 2 of 2
Issued By: Director C * €  Issued Date: 6/18/18




1

CITY-COUNTY BUREAU OF IDENTIFICATION
LATENT UNIT EXAM NOTE SHEET

CONSULTATION(S)
Lift Card # Nature of Consult Examiner Consulted Result of Consult Date of Consult
or Image #
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
AFIS ASSOCIATION(S) (LIM!TED,CASE ONLY)
Lift Card # Lift Location Subject
Or image #
N/A N/A N/A
UNIDENTIFIED LATENT PRINTS REMAINING (FULL CASE ONLY)
Number of friction ridge
Lift card # impressions of value Observations
remaining
Lc 1 Tip impression, ?PT
LC2 2
(of value for exclusion only} | SML- Limited L2 detail available/ Anatomically consistent with a SML

Total number: 1
(2 impressions-of value for exclusionary purposes only)

REVIEW
Verified By Name/Date: ¥See @Bt Foem WLZ {heg ?@%@\3 - @MW&MM ulthe
(LI o 7
144
CCBI-163.6 Page 2 of 2
Issued By: Director Issued Date; 6/18/18

All copies of this document are uncontrolled when printed




Page _ L-{- Qob\;\;
Raleigh-Wake City-County Bureau of Identification CCBI Case'# 13-4992
Additional Notes Initials JUIM ATV

Date 11/7/2018

On 11/1/18, | received LC's 1 & 2 in the case number referenced above for the purpose of performing verifications
of exclusions made by R. Minella. On 11/5/18, | examined the excluded print on LC 1 and reviewed R. Minella's

contemporaneous notes. | agreed with her analysis of the impression (TP, ?PT, MV, PO QU, DST, MIN L2,

DBL?, SPY); however, with the impression appearing to be a tip, and not having major case impressions/tips

of all the subjects compared, | could not reach or verify the conclusion of Exclusion as noted by R. Minella.

| then examined the two excluded impressions on LC 2 and reviewed the documented analysis by R. Minella. | also
agreed that the impressions had the look of being simultaenous, and with her documentation of ?PT, DST, SM, OVL,
PO QU/QA, PO CLR, MIN L2, MV. With the unclear pattern types, high degree of distoration present, movement,
and shifting of ridges within the impressions, | could not conclusively trust the minimal minutia present to

exclude the subjects compared. Therefore, | could not reach or verify the conclusions of Exclusion as noted by

R. Minella.
Wellasnes withg

\J

Lok

R |

CCBI-111.2 All copies of this document are uncontrolled when printed Page 1 of 1
Issued By: Director Issued Date: 10/11/2018 l
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Page o S

Raleigh-Wake City-County Bureau of Identification CCBl Case'# |7 -aq 2 @S v
Additional Notes Initials <B4~
Date ;¢ g@ 1%

On 11/7/18 Renee Minella and Juliénne McMannes approached me regarding a conflict of opinion that occurred

during the verification process.

After a review of the evidence | determined that there were no erroneous conclusions in the examination or in the
verification. An evaluation of the conclusion determined that the indecision was justifable, and therefore according

to current policy guidelines, the conclusion would need to be reported out as "inconclusive" as opposed to "excluded".

Rebecca Heinrich k.# &'ﬁmiéh

Forensic Supervisor, Technical Leader

(WY
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WILLIAME. POOLE

CRIMINAL RECORD

Conviction Jurisdiction DOO Date of Conviction
ASSAULT ON FEMALE WAKE 09/25/2001 05/07/2002
(M)

AWDW (M) WAKE 08/01/1997 10/17/1997
DISORDERLY WAKE 05/04/1991 05/06/1991
CONDUCT (M)

LARCENY (M) WAKE 04/24/1989 08/03/1989
LARCENY OF MOTOR WAKE UNKNOWN 12/09/1980
VEHICLE
DISORDERLY WAKE UNKNOWN 05/08/1979
CONDUCT (M)
LARCENY UNKNOWN ARRESTED UNKNOWN
04/05/1966
LARCENY UNKNOWN UNKNOWN 07/14/1965
MALICIOUS DAMAGE UNKNOWN ARRESTED UNKNOWN

TO PROPERTY

06/25/1964
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JAMES EDWARD LEACH

CRIMINAL RECORD

Conviction Jurisdiction DOO Date of Conviction
2ND DEG TRESPASS (M) WAKE 06/14/2007 10/10/2007
PROBATION WAKE UNK 5/7/2002
VIOLATION (M)
POSSESS DRUG WAKE 04/27/1999 06/25/1999
PARAPHERNALIA (M)
ESCAPE FROM WAKE 07/03/1998 08/17/1998
DETENTION CENTER
(M)
PROBATION WAKE UNK 6/2/1998
VIOLATION (M)
ASSAULT ON FEMALE WAKE 01/19/1998 04/30/1998
2ND DEG TRESPASS (M) WAKE 09/03/1996 05/09/1997
ASSAULT ON FEMALE WAKE 10/16/1996 03/10/1997
(M)
ASSAULT ON FEMALE WAKE 08/27/1996 11/01/1996
2ND DEG TRESPASS WAKE 08/27/1996 11/01/1996
INJURY TO PERSONAL WAKE 02/29/1996 07/12/1996
PROPERTY (M)
BREAKING OR WAKE 08/04/1995 09/18/1995
ENTERING (M)
PROBATION WAKE UNK 8/30/1989
VIOLATION (M)
POSSESS MARIJUNA UP WAKE 07/28/1989 08/30/1989
TO % 0OZ (M)
DRIVING WHILE WAKE 06/04/1988 10/19/1988

IMPAIRED (M)




TRANS ALC / WAKE 06/04/1988 10/19/1988
CONTAINER NOT
MANU
CIVIL REVOCATION DR WAKE 06/04/1988 07/26/1988
LIC
ASSAULT ON LAW WAKE 03/22/1987 06/04/1987
OFFICER (M) (x2)
ASSAULT ON A WAKE 03/22/1987 06/04/1987
FEMALE (M)
RESIST/OBSTRUCT WAKE 03/22/1987 06/04/1987
PUBLIC OFFICER (M)
ASSAULT WITH A WAKE 06/20/1986 08/20/1986
DEADLY WEAPON (M)
CARRYING WAKE UNKNOWN 04/26/1986
CONCEALED WEAPON
INTOXICATED AND WAKE UNKNOWN 04/26/1986
DISRUPTIVE
RESIST/OBSTRUCT WAKE 11/25/1981 10/14/1982
PUBLIC OFFICER (M)
AGGRAV ASSLT (M) WAKE UNKNOWN 05/12/1977
BURGL - B & EW/I TO WAKE VARIOUS 01/08/1968

COMMIT LARC/FEL
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JAMES EDWARD LEACH PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION, ARRESTS, INCARCERATIONS, AND WHEREABOUTS 1967-2008
DOB: 12/16/1950

Location Physical File Location

Description

10/28/1967 Raleigh RPD Report: Damage to Property. N/A RPD file, p. 1-2

Money box taken from Nab machine. No suspects and marked
inactive.

NOTE: Leach is not specifically mentioned, but record was provided
by RPD in response to NCIIC request for Leach’s RPD records.

10/28/1967 Raleigh RPD Report: Breaking and Entering N/A RPD files, p. 7-

9.
Trailer broken into and tools taken at A&N Electric Company.

James Leach (age 16) and Ralph Chambers (age 14) arrested. They
admitted to a series of burglaries in the business district and nearby
streets, however, they did not admit to this case. Reports indicate
it was “highly possible” that they did this crime, so the case is
“exceptionally cleared.”

10/29/1967 Raleigh RPD Report: Breaking and Entering. N/A RPD Files, p.

3-6
Two black boys broke into cigarette machine with prying tool at Big

Management Club. Nothing taken. Did not take anything. Police
chased both boys, who jumped a high fence.

Report dated 12/10/1967: Leach and Ralph Chambers arrested and
admitted to using crowbar and to other breaking and enterings.
Case is “exceptionally cleared.”

12/3/1967 Raleigh RPD Report: Damage to Property and Larceny. N/A RPD files, p.
10-11
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12/3/1967

12/4/1967

12/5/1967

1/9/1968

4/1/1969

Location

Raleigh

Raleigh

Raleigh, NC

Polk YI

Polk YI

Vending machine broken into and money stolen at Carolina Motor
Sales. Police believed James Leach and Ralph Chambers were
responsible because they had admitted to 40-50 breaking and
enterings in the downtown area. Case “exceptionally cleared.”

RPD Report: Breaking and Entering at Federal Property Agency.
Drink/snack machines pried open and coins taken.

NOTE: Leach is not specifically mentioned, but record was provided
by RPD in response to NCIIC request for Leach’s RPD records.

RPD Report: Damage to Property.

Police officer on patrol observed two black males run from a
Laundromat. The two subjects (neither named as Leach) were later
apprehended and released. Door on coffee machine was pried
open. Police unable to make case against suspects.

NOTE: Leach is not specifically mentioned, but record was provided
by RPD in response to NCIIC request for Leach’s RPD records.

Leach fingerprints collected by CCBI related to Breaking and
Entering and Larceny charges.

New admission to prison.

Receives infraction for negligently performing duties.
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Physical

Description

N/A

N/A

5’5", 142 Ibs.,
“Build:
Slender”,
“Beard: Light.”

N/A

N/A

File Location

RPD files, p.
14-18

RPD files, p.
12-13

CCBI, p. 6.

DPS External
Movements

DPS infraction
records.



9/29/1970

12/8/1970

2/2/1971

12/1/1971

2/14/1972

3/27/1972

4/7/1972

6/21/1972

12/14/1972

5/7/1973

6/28/1973

Location

UNK

UNK

UNK

UNK

Central

Prison

Polk YI

Central

Prison

Central
Prison
UNK

UNK

Sampson Cli

Released on Parole from Polk CI

Returned from Parole/Permanent Parole Revocation.

Receives infraction for creating offensive situation.

Receives infraction for theft of property.

Transferred to Central Prison from Western YI.

Transferred to Polk YI from Central Prison.

Transferred to Central Prison Youth Center from Polk YI.

Transferred to Central Prison Honor Guard from Central Prison

Youth Center.

Released on Parole from Triangle ClI

Returned from Parole; returned to prison for loss of employment

Transferred to Sampson Cl from Central Prison.
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Physical

Description

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

File Location

DPS External
Movements

DPS External
Movements

DPS Infraction
Summary

DPS Infraction
Summary

DPS External
Movements

DPS External
Movements

DPS External
Movements

DPS External
Movements

DPS External
Movements

DPS External
Movements

DPS External
Movements



9/11/1973

11/1/1973

12/16/1973

5/2/1974

6/13/1974

7/11/1974

7/31/1974

12/30/1974

1/8/1975

1/21/1975

Location

Triangle Cl

Triangle CI

Raleigh, NC

Triangle CI

Halifax CC

Triangle CI

Triangle Cl

UNK

Central
Prison

Caledonia Cl

Transferred to Triangle Cl from Sampson CI.

Receives infraction for negligently performing duties.

Leach’s daughter with Barbara Sanders is born.

Receives infraction for weapon possession.

Transferred to Halifax CC from Triangle Cl.

Transferred to Triangle Cl from Halifax CC.

Assigned to work release status.

Receives infraction for disobeying order.

Transferred to Central Prison from unknown location.

Transferred to Caledonia Cl from.
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Physical

Description

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

File Location

DPS External
Movements

DPS Infraction
Summary

Barbara
Sanders
Interview

DPS Infraction
Summary

DPS External
Movements

DPS External
Movements

DPS Activity
History/Job
Activity
History

DPS Infraction
Summary

DPS External
Movements

DPS External
Movements



Location
2/18/1975 Polk YI
2/20/1975 Caledonia ClI
11/14/1975 Caledonia CI
2/22/1977 N/A
5/12/1977 Raleigh, NC
2/28/1978 Triangle CI
3/17/1978 Triangle CI
5/20/1978 Triangle CI
UNK UNK

Transferred from Caledonia Cl to Polk YI.

Transferred from Polk YI to Caledonia ClI.

Expiration of Sentence.

Daughter Tasha Pierce is born; Cynthia Pierce is the mother

(unknown if James Leach was present for daughter’s birth)

Misdemeanor Aggravated Assault. NOTE: records indicate this date
as date of arrest and date of conviction.

Re-Admission (Probation Revoked)

Receives infraction for profane language.

Expiration of Sentence

DPS “Personal Characteristics”
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Physical

Description

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

6’1", 158 Ibs.,
medium
complexion,
thin build.

File Location

DPS External
Movements

DPS External
Movements

DPS External
Movements

Cynthia Pierce
interview

DCIN

DPS
Movement
Records; DCIN

DPS Infraction
Summary

DPS
Movement
Records

DPS records.



Location Physical File Location

Description
12/15/1978 Darlington, Marries Cynthia Pierce Leach in Darlington, SC. According to Cynthia N/A Marriage
SC Pierce Leach, he returns to Raleigh a few days after the wedding. Certificate;
Cynthia Pierce
Leach
interview
5/5/1981 Raleigh, NC Leach fingerprints collected by CCBI related to Breaking and 6’, 170 lbs. CCBI, p. 5
Entering and Larceny Charges.
5/27/1981 Raleigh, NC Breaking and Entering and Larceny charges from 5/5/1981 N/A DCIN
dismissed for no probable cause.
11/25/1981 Raleigh, NC Arrested for Interfering and Obstructing Officer. N/A DCIN
3/25/1982 Raleigh, NC Found guilty of two (2) counts of Resist/Obstruct Public Officer N/A CJ Leads
(related to 11/25/1981 arrest).
10/14/1982 Raleigh, NC Found guilty of two (2) counts of Resist/Obstruct Public Officer N/A CJ Leads
(related to 11/25/1981 arrest).
10/30/1982 Raleigh, NC Charged with Trespass Without A License and Assault on a Female.  N/A CJ Leads
12/15/1982 Raleigh, NC Charged with Non-Support of Illegitimate Child. N/A CJ Leads
1/3/1983 Raleigh, NC Trespass Without A License and Assault on a Female charges N/A CJ Leads
voluntarily dismissed (related to 10/30/1982 charges).
3/29/1986 Raleigh, NC  Charged with Carrying a Concealed Weapon and Intoxicated and N/A CJ LEADS
Disruptive.
4/26/1986 Raleigh, NC Convicted of Carrying a Concealed Weapon and Intoxicated and N/A CJ Leads

Disruptive (related to 3/29/1986 charges).
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6/20/1986
6/21/1986
8/20/1986

3/22/1987

6/4/1987

6/8/1987

8/3/1987

12/4/1987

12/4/1987

Location

Raleigh, NC
Raleigh, NC
Raleigh, NC

Raleigh

Raleigh, NC

Triangle CI

UNK

Triangle Cl

UNK

Offense date for AWDW.

Charged with AWDW

Found guilty of AWDW (related to 6/20/1986 charges).
RPD Report: Assault on Female.

Victim listed as Judy Oakley (aka Judy Bolton aka Judy Hedgepeth).
Oakley reported that her boyfriend, James Leach, accused her of
having sex with someone else, told her he was going to kill her, and
choked her until she got away. Oakley was noted to have swelling
and scratches on her neck. Pamela Oakley, the Victim’s daughter,
said she thought her mother’s boyfriend was trying to kill her and
Leach threatened her for calling the police. She said he had a knife.
Leach injured two officers attempting to arrest him.

Leach found guilty of Assault On A Female, Resisting/Obstructing a
Public Officer, Assault On A Law officer (related to 3/22/1987
charges).

Re-Admission to Prison

Receives infraction in prison for disobeying orders.

Parole/Return to Parole

Abscond/Warrant
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Physical

Description
N/A
N/A
N/A

6’, 160 lbs.,
short afro,

mustache, dark

complexion,
“dirty/ragged”
appearance,
medium build,
right handed.

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

File Location

CJ Leads
CJ Leads
CJ Leads

RPD, p. 19-31

DCIN

DPS External
Movements

DPS Infraction
Summary

DPS External
Movements

DPS External
Movements



6/4/1988

7/26/1988

9/2/1988

10/12/1988

10/19/1988

11/18/1988

7/28/1989

8/30/1989

Location

Raleigh, NC

Raleigh, NC

UNK

UNK

Raleigh, NC

Triangle
CI/UNK

Raleigh, NC

Raleigh, NC

Charged with No Operators License, DWI, Civil Revocation, and
Misdemeanor Probation Violation.

Civil Revocation of Driver’s License (related to 6/4/1998 charges).

Returned from Parole/End Violation Date

Permanent Parole Revocation

Found guilty of No Operators License and DWI.

Returned to Parole/Terminated Parole

RPD Report: Possession with Intent to Sell and Deliver Marijuana.

Leach arrested for Possession With Intent to Sell and Deliver
Marijuana. Leach was approached by law enforcement and
discarded a plastic bag with nine (9) individually wrapped bags of
marijuana. Fingerprints collected by CCBI.

Probation Violation.
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Physical

Description

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

RPD: 6’1", 170
Ibs., short afro,
no facial hair,
dark
complexion,
uniformed
appearance,
medium build,
right handed.

CCBI: 6’1", 160
Ibs.

N/A

File Location

CJ Leads

CJ Leads

DPS External
Movements

DPS External
Movements

CJ Leads

DPS External
Movements

RPD, p. 32-33;
CCBI, p. 4

CJ Leads



Location Physical File Location

Description
8/30 or Raleigh, NC Convicted on Possession of Marijuana charge. N/A DCIN
8/31/1989
11/14/1989 Raleigh, NC Child Support charge voluntarily dismissed (related to 12/15/1982 N/A CJ Leads
charges).
1/20/1992 Raleigh, NC Leach arrested for Failure to Appear. Mug shot taken at CCBI. 6’1”, 155 lbs. CCBI, p. 7-8
and 38
7/7/1992 Raleigh, NC RPD Reports: Burglary. 6’1”, 155 Ibs., RPD, p. 34-46
thin/light

Doris Leach reported a burglary at her home. She told law
enforcement she believed Leach, her brother, may have had
something to do with it. Doris reported that Leach “hangs out in
Walnut Terrace and smokes crack and has no steady job.” Doris
Leach later reported to RPD that her VCR was missing and another
brother told her Leach had been trying to sell it. Case is
“exceptionally cleared.”

mustache, dark
complexion,
medium build.

3/22/1987 Raleigh RPD Report: AWDW. N/A RPD, p. 47-50

Leach is named as a Victim in an Assault With Deadly Weapon case.
He reported that he had been drinking and two black males jumped
out and hit him with a baseball bat. He was not robbed. Unable to
provide a description of the suspects.

5/19/1993 Raleigh, NC Arrested for felony AWDW on Officer. Dismissed Without Leave by = N/A DCIN
DA on unknown date.
8/21/1993 Raleigh, NC Leach arrested for Disorderly Conduct. Mug shot taken by CCBI. 6’1”, 150 lbs. CCBI, p. 9-10
and 38
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6/23/1994

11/1/1994

12/3/1994

5/31/1995

8/4/1995

9/18/1995

9/30/1995

10/30/1995

Location

Raleigh, NC

Raleigh, NC

Raleigh, NC

Raleigh, NC

Raleigh, NC

Raleigh, NC

Raleigh, NC

Raleigh, NC

Charged with Shoplifting/Concealment of Goods.

Shoplifting/Concealment of Goods charge dismissed with leave
(related to 6/23/1994 charges).

Leach arrested for 2™ degree trespassing. Mug shot taken by CCBI.

2" Degree Trespassing Charge dismissed with leave (related to
12/3/1994 charges).

RPD Report: Breaking and Entering.

Leach arrested for Breaking and Entering. A maintenance man
found Leach in an apartment he had been evicted from a few days
prior. Leach admitted to coming in through the bedroom window,
but stated he was unaware that he had been evicted despite the
posted signs. Mug shot taken at CCBI.

Convicted of Breaking and Entering charge (related to 8/4/1995
charges).

RPD Report: Assault

Quentin Singletary, the victim, reported that he was not assaulted
and did not want to press any charges. An anonymous witness
provided Leach’s name as a suspect.

Breaking and Entering Charges remanded to district court (related
to 8/4/1995 charges).
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Physical

Description

N/A

N/A

6’1", 155 Ibs.

N/A

6’1", 155 Ibs.

N/A

6’1", 150 Ibs.

N/A

File Location

CJ Leads

CJ Leads
CCBI, p. 11-12
and 38.

CJ Leads

RPD, p. 51-58.
CCBI, p. 13-14
and 39.

CJ Leads

RPD, p. 59-62.

CJ Leads



2/29/1996

4/18/1996

7/12/1996

8/27/1996

Location

Raleigh, NC

Raleigh, NC

Raleigh, NC

Raleigh, NC

RPD Report: Damage to Personal Property.

Leach arrested for Damage to Personal Property. Jerry Bridges
reported that Leach, his friend, was drunk and would not leave.
When law enforcement arrived, Leach was banging on the door,
causing damage. Mug shot taken at CCBI.

RPD Report: Assault.

Beverly Quiller reported that Leach, her boyfriend, had hit her in
the head with a beer bottle during an argument. Quiller later
reported that both she and Leach had been intoxicated and she hit
him with the bottle first. Both declined to press charges on the
other.

Found guilty of Injury to Personal Property (related to 2/29/1996
charges).

RPD Report: Assault on Female and Second Degree Trespassing.

Leach arrested for Assault on Female and Second Degree
Trespassing. Cynthia Peebles reported that Leach, her boyfriend,
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Physical

Description

RPD: 6’1", 150
Ibs., short afro,
mustache,
medium
complexion,
“dirty/ragged”
appearance,
medium build,
right handed.

CCBI: 6’1", 150
Ibs.

6, 160 Ibs.

6’, 165 lbs.,
dark
complexion,
thin body type,
bushy
mustache,
round facial
shape, afro.

N/A

RPD: 6’1”, 155
Ibs., medium
afro, bushy
mustache, dark

File Location

RPD, p. 63-69.
CCBI, p. 15-16
and 39.

RPD, p. 70-76

CJ Leads

RPD, p. 77-86.

CCBI, p. 17-18
and 39



9/3/1996

10/16/1996

10/18/1996

11/1/1996

12/4/1996

Location

Raleigh, NC

Raleigh, NC

Raleigh, NC

Raleigh, NC

Raleigh, NC

struck her with an open hand during an argument and pushed her
in the chest. Mug shot taken at CCBI.

Leach arrested and booked into Wake County Detention Center for
Second Degree Trespassing. Mug shot taken by CCBI.

RPD Report: Simple Assault.

Deborah Ruffin reported that Leach, her boyfriend, had hit her with
his hands. “...the suspect was previously charged for simple
assault.” Ruffin reported that Leach “gets to drinking that wine, and
gets crazy. He just started hitting me.” Ruffin was interviewed two
days later and indicated she had already signed warrants against
Leach. A trespassing warrant was also issued due to Leach being in
Walnut Terrace.

Charged with 2" Degree Trespass.

Convicted of Assault on a Female and 2™ Degree Trespassing
(related to 8/27/1996 charges).

Leach arrested for Failure to Appear. Mug shot taken at CCBI.
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Physical

Description

complexion,
“dirty/ragged”
appearance,

light build/thin.

CCBI: 6’1", 155
Ibs.

6’1", 155 Ibs.

510", 140 lbs.,
medium afro,
mustache,
medium
complexion,
light build.

N/A

N/A

6’1", 155 Ibs.

File Location

WCSO files, p.
21; CCBI, p.
19-20 and 40.

RPD, p. 87-92

CJ Leads

CJ Leads

CCBI, p. 21-22
and 40



12/6/1996

Undated

3/10/1997

4/9/1997

5/9/1997

1/12/1998

1/19/1998

2/23/1998

Location

Raleigh, NC

Raleigh, NC

Raleigh, NC

Raleigh, NC

Raleigh, NC

Raleigh, NC

Raleigh, NC

Raleigh, NC

Released from Wake County Detention Center

CCBI mug shot for Leach. No arrest date given.

Found guilty of Assault on Female charge (related to 10/20/1996
charges). Probation begins.

Booked into and released from Wake County Detention Center.

Found guilty of Second Degree Trespassing (related to 10/20/1996
charges).

Charged with Probation Violation.
RPD Report: Assault On A Female.

Leach arrested for Assault on Female. Deborah Ruffin reported that
Leach, her boyfriend, that she got into an argument with Leach and
“started tussling around” Leach hit her in the face with a Sprite
bottle. Leach was located at a nearby store. He had scratch marks
on his face and Ruffin had a deep cut on her face. Leach declined to
press charges on anyone for his injuries. Booked into and released
from Wake County Detention Center

RPD Report: Broken Window.

Leach calls RPD to report that someone broke the window to his
living room.
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Physical

Description

N/A

6’1", 155 Ibs.

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

6’1", 160 Ibs.,
short hair,

mustache, dark

complexion,
light build.

N/A

File Location

W(CSO files, p.
21

WCSO files, p.
23-24

CJ Leads

WCSO files, p.
21

CJ Leads

CJ Leads

RPD, p. 93-
103.

WCSO, p. 21.

CCBI, p. 40

RPD, p. 104-
107



2/23/1998

3/5/1998

4/2/1998
4/30/1998

7/3/1998

7/5/1998

8/17/1998

8/28/1998

4/27/1999

Location

Raleigh, NC

Raleigh, NC

Raleigh, NC
Raleigh, NC

Raleigh, NC

Raleigh, NC

Raleigh, NC

Raleigh, NC

Raleigh, NC

Leach arrested and booked into Wake County Detention Center for
Probation Violation. Mug shot taken by CCBI.

Leach arrested Failure to Appear. Mug shot taken by CCBI.

Probation Revoked.
Convicted of Assault On a Female Charges from 1/19/1998.

Does not return from work release.

Arrested for not returning from work release on 7/3/1998. Booked
into Wake County Detention Center. Mug shot taken by CCBI.

Found guilty of Escape from Detention Facility.

Released from Wake County Detention Center

RPD Report: Possession of Cocaine.

Leach arrested for Possession of Cocaine. Leach was observed
making a drug transaction by officers conducting surveillance. Mug
shot taken by CCBI.
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Physical

Description

6’1", 155 Ibs.

6’1", 155 Ibs.

N/A
N/A

N/A

6’1", 150 Ibs.

N/A

N/A

RPD: 6’1", 155
Ibs., short afro,
mustache,
medium
complexion,
“mod./unusua
appearance,
light build.

|”

File Location

W(CSO files, p.
21; CCBI, p.
25-26 and 60.

CCBI, p. 27-28
and 60

CJ Leads
CJ Leads

W(CSO files, p.
68

WCSO files, p.
9and 21;
CCBI, p. 29-30.

CJ Leads

WCSO files, p.
21

RPD, p. 108-
115

CCBI, p. 31-32
and 60.



4/28/1999

6/25/1999

3/15/2002

5/7/2002

5/7/2002

9/3/2002

5/31/2003

6/3/2003

6/25/2003

5/28/2005

Location

Raleigh, NC

Raleigh, NC

Raleigh, NC

Raleigh, NC

Raleigh, NC

Raleigh, NC

Raleigh, NC

Raleigh, NC

Raleigh, NC

Raleigh, NC

Fingerprints for Leach collected by CCBI related to Possession Sch. Il
(Cocaine) charge.

Convicted of misdemeanor Possession of Drug Paraphernalia.
Probation begins.

Leach arrested for Probation Violation. Mug shot taken by CCBI.

Probation Violation.

Booked into Wake County Detention Center.

Released from Wake County Detention Center

Date of Offense listed for AWDWISIWTK.

Leach arrested related to AWDWISIWTK. Fingerprints and mug shot
collected by CCBI

AWDWISIWTK charge dismissed for no probable cause (related to
6/3/2003 charges).

RPD Report:

Leach is a witness to a man throwing hot coffee in his landlord’s
face.
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Physical

Description

CCBI: 6’1", 155

Ibs.

6’1", 155 Ibs.

N/A

6’1", 155 Ibs.

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

6’1, 155 Ibs.

N/A

5’9”, 150

File Location

CCBI, p. 3

DCIN

CCBI, p. 33-34
and 59

CJ Leads

WCSO files, p.
21

W(CSO files, p.
21

DCIN; CJ Leads

CCBI, p. 2 and
35-36; RPD p.
179

DCIN; CJ Leads

RPD, p. 116-
118



Location Physical File Location

Description

7/2/2005 Raleigh, NC RPD: Deceased Person Call. 6’4", 180 Ibs. RPD, p. 127-

132.
Leach is interviewed by RPD in relation to a deceased person call for

an acquaintance of his.
1/5/2006 Raleigh, NC RPD Report: Breaking and Entering. 5’9", 160 lbs. RPD, 133-142

Leach and Ralph Chambers are arrested for Breaking and Entering
for breaking into Chambers’ niece’s old apartment and taking her
washing machine.

4/4/2006 Raleigh, NC Breaking and Entering charge is voluntarily dismissed. N/A CJ Leads
4/30/2006 Raleigh, NC RPD Report: Shooting. 6’2, 150Ibs. RPD, p. 143-
155
Leach is a witness in a shooting case. Provides information on what
he saw.
3/31/2007 Raleigh, NC RPD Report: Fire. 510”7, 195. RPD, p. 119-
: . . . . . 126; 156-165
Fire reported at the home where Leach lived with his family. Minor
damage and no injuries. Leach did not see anything. No arrests. The
reports indicate that house is a “problem location” known for drug
activity.
6/14/2007 Raleigh, NC Date of offense listed for Second Degree Trespassing charge. N/A CJ Leads
10/10/2007 Raleigh, NC Found guilty of Second Degree Trespassing (related to 6/14/2007 N/A CJ Leads
charges).
11/28/2007 Raleigh, NC RPD Report: Shooting. 5’10”, 160 Ibs. RPD, p. 166-
178
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Location Physical File Location

Description

Shots fired into the home Leach shared with his family. Leach is
named as a victim. Police reports indicate the house and Leach’s
nephew have been tied to gang activity. No arrests made.

10/11/2008 Raleigh, NC Leach dies. Immediate cause of death listed as dilated N/A Death
cardiomyopathy. Additional causes listed as end stage liver disease Certificate
and renal failure.

3/22/13 Raleigh, NC Dismissal of 2" Degree Trespass Charge from 10/18/1996 N/A CJ Leads
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JAMES LEACH FAMILY AND FRIENDS — PHYSICAL APPEARANCE, VIOLENCE, KNIFE, AND DASHIKI

Relationship to

Physical Appearance in

Violence

Dashiki

Leach 1979
Ralph Friend Hair: one inch afro Leach hit a guy in the head | Initially told Commission | Not really, but wouldn’t
Chambers that Leach might have say he couldn’t have worn
Close friends with Facial Hair: did not grow hair | Leach assaulted women had a knife, but not gun | one
Leach; went to jail and | on his face; always had a
prison together mustache (had on in 1979) Leach was violent with At his deposition At his deposition,
Judy Bolton Chambers testified that | Chambers said he did not
Height: Around 6’0 tall, Leach didn’t have a recognize the dashiki and
possible a little less Never heard of Leach knife and that he had never saw Leach wear
using a weapon never seen Leach with a | anything like it
Weight: 165-175 pounds knife
Janice Bass Former Girlfriend Hair: short haircut — either Leach was violent with her | Carried a long knife all No. It wasn’t his style.
short afro or close cut of the time
Dated Leach from They fought all of the time
1975-1977 Facial Hair: mustache and a It had a brown handle
little facial hair on chin She recalled him kicking in | and a silver blade
Knew Leach in 1979 the door once
The blade was about 4
Leach lived in Raleigh They were dating when he | inches
in 1979 got married and she left
him when she found out; It folded down
Later got back he broke her jaw
together with Leach
after his marriage to He never used a weapon
Cynthia on her
They were in a violent
relationship for 5-6 years
Judy Bolton Former Girlfriend Not asked Leach was violent Did not carry a knife or Never wore anything like a

other weapon

dashiki

Wore Jeans and T-shirt




Relationship to

Leach

Physical Appearance in

1979

Violence

Dashiki

Cynthia Former Wife Hair: oneinch long She was scared of Leach Carried a knife Dressed like a painter, but
Leach because he was violent saw him in a dashiki a

Married Leach in Facial Hair: no facial hair; She never saw it, but couple of times

Darlington, SC on thinks he had a mustache Leach never used a Leach would say he

December 15, 1978 weapon against her would use the knife

Height: 6’0 or something

Leach left SC a day or Leach was violent with all | People said Leach would

two after marriage Complexion: dark the women he dealt with fight with a knife

and went back to

Raleigh. She stayedin | Build: Skinny Threatened her with a

SC knife once, but she did

not see it

Was with Leach on

and off

Divorced in 1998
Doris Leach Sibling Not asked Not asked Not asked Never wore anything like a
Jackson dashiki

Wore Jeans and T-shirt

John Leach Sibling Does not know Leach was violent to Carried knife all of this Never saw Leach in a

Not close to Leach

anyone —men and women

Heard of Leach fighting in
clubs

Saw Leach fight Judy
Bolton (Hedgepeth) at a
party in 1977 or 1978

life

Brown folding knife with
long blade

Six inches long

Barlow knife

dashiki
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Relationship to

Leach

Physical Appearance in
1979

Violence

Dashiki

Lisa Leach

Half Sibling

Not asked

Not asked

Not asked

He might have worn
dashikis, but can’t say if
she saw him in one

Karen Leach

Half Sibling

Leach lived in Raleigh
in 1979

Hair: short afro

Facial Hair: maybe sideburns,
but no beard; does not recall

mustache

Leach was mean and
fought a lot

Witnessed his fights
Leach beat up a guy badly

Remembered Leach being
violent with women and
recalled she saw Leach
beat Judy Bolton
(Hedgepeth) “like you
beating another man”

Leach threatened her for
trying to help Judy

Can't say for sure he
ever carried a knife

No

Calvin Leach

Half Sibling

No more than just a
half brother

Would see Leach once
a month or once a
year

Never knew him to
live anywhere other
than NC

Hair: thick, not afro but
short; not close cut

Facial Hair: maybe a little;
thinks he had a beard; not
sure about a mustache

Complexion: Dark

Build: slender

No

Did not know Leach to
carry a knife, but said
that every man carried
one

No. Never.
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Relationship to Physical Appearance in Violence Dashiki

Leach 1979
Barbara Former Girlfriend Unknown. Last contact with No No No
Owens Leach in 1974 and did not see
Sanders again until her 40s.
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Ralph Chambers - Examination by Ms. Bridenstine

51

Q. James Leach's fingerprint was found on the
bathroom stall where Helena Payton was stabbed in Latham
Hall at Saint Augustine's University in 1979.

Can you think of any reason why James Leach was in
that bathroom?

A. Only way I can think is if it were -- in '79?

Q. Uh-huh.

A. Okay. Only way, if he -- if he was, he was over
there doing some roofing work for this company he was
working with. But I don't know.

Then, if a fingerprint were found, why didn't --
the people didn't arrest him for it, you know, and question
him about it?

Q. Can you think of anything else?

A. Nothing that -- you know, I don't know. That's
hard to believe, you know.

Q. Other than potential roofing, can you think of any
other reason why he might have been in that bathroom?

A. No.

Tori Pittman, AOC-Approved Transcriber
PO Box 47, Wake Forest, NC 27588 * * * pittmanstenography.com
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RALPH CHAMBERS

CRIMINAL RECORD

Conviction Jurisdiction DOO Date of Conviction
DRUG VIOLATION WAKE UNKNOWN 03/14/1979
POSSESS HEROIN WAKE UNKNOWN 10/10/1977

BURGL - B&E WITC WAKE UNKNOWN 01/08/1968

LARCENY
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION

COUNTY OF WAKE 83 CRS 84695
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA )
\Z ; AFFIDAVIT
JAMES A. BLACKMON g
)

The undersigned, having first been duly sworn, deposes and says the following:

I My name is Chanda DOUGLAS-WARD. I am over the age of eighteen
and I am of sound mind. I make this affidavit based on my personal knowledge.

2. I am employed with the St. Augustine’s College/University in Raleigh,
NC (hereafter “St. Augustine’s”) as Director of Human Resources. As part of my job, I
have access to the property and records of said institution. I have been employed with St.
Augustine’s since 2018 .

3. In the course of my employment with St. Augustine’s, I was recently
contacted by the North Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission (NCIIC) regarding an
investigation into the death of Helena Payton while she was a student residing in Latham
Hall at St. Augustine’s in 1979.

4. NCIIC requested that St. Augustine’s search for any employment
records for James Blackmon/Blackman and/or James/Jimmy Leach from 1978-1983. St.
Augustine’s conducted an exhaustive search for said records, but no responsive records
were located. St. Augustine’s has no record of James Blackmon/Blackman and/or James
Leach ever being employed by St. Augustine’s. Employment records from 1980 to the
present are located in my office at St. Augustine’s. All employment records from before
1980, including all employment records from the 1970’s, are located in the basement at
St. Augustine’s. I searched both locations, and there are no records of employment for
James Blackmon/Blackman or James/Jimmy Leach.

5. NCIIC also requested that St. Augustine’s search for any civil lawsuits,
specifically including but not limited to any settlement agreements, related to the death of
Helena Payton to which St. Augustine’s may have been a party. NCIIC notified St.
Augustine’s that, per the Wake County Clerk of Superior Court, there were two civil
lawsuits filed in this matter: Daisy Payton, Administratrix of the Estate of Helena L.
Payton v. St. Augustine’s College, 80-CVS-2472 (filed 4/25/80) and 84-CVS-815 (filed
2/7/84). St. Augustine’s conducted an exhaustive search for any records related to these
lawsuits, but no responsive records were located. St. Augustine’s has no records of any
civil lawsuits and/or settlements related to the death of Helena Payton.




This the §th-day of November_ , 2018.

s

(NAME, TITLE)
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 5¥4) day of Nevepibhey , 2018

WM ﬂfa‘/‘i’,@f ﬁe ﬂm&ge; [Seal]

Notary Pubtic MARGARET B. BODDIE
. . ' ; NOTARY PUBLIC
My Commission Expires: _’ﬁHZ_Q:ZLQJZ / WAKE COUNTY, N.C.
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION

COUNTY OF WAKE 83 CRS 84695
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA )
V. ; AFFIDAVIT
JAMES A. BLACKMON g
)

The undersigned, having first been duly sworn, deposes and says the following;:

ill. My name is SHARON CHAVIS. I am over the age of eighteen and I am
of sound mind. I make this affidavit based on my personal knowledge.

2, I am employed with St. Augustine’s College/University in Raleigh, NC
(hereafter “St. Augustine’s”) as Vice President of Administration. As part of my job, I
have access to the property and records of said institution. I have been employed with St.
Augustine’s since A/

3. In the course of my employment with St. Augustine’s, I was recently
contacted by the North Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission (NCIIC) regarding an
investigation in the death of Helena Payton while she was a student residing in Latham
Hall at St. Augustine’s in 1979.

4. NCIIC requested that St. Augustine’s search for any employment records
for James Blackmon/Blackman and/or James/Jimmy Leach from 1978-1983. St.
Augustine’s conducted an exhaustive search for said records, but no responsive records
were located. St. Augustine’s has no record of James Blackmon/Blackman and/or
James/Jimmy Leach ever being employed by St. Augustine’s.

5. NCIIC also requested that St. Augustine’s search for any civil lawsuits,
specifically including but not limited to any settlement agreements, related to the death of
Helena Payton to which St. Augustine’s may have been a party. NCIIC notified St.
Augustine’s that per the Wake County Clerk of Superior Court, there were two civil
lawsuits filed in this matter: Daisy Payton, Administratrix of the Estate of Helena L.
Payton v. St. Augustine’s College, 80-CVS-2472 (filed 4/25/80) and 84-CVS-815 (filed
2/7/84). St. Augustine’s conducted an exhaustive search for any records related to these
lawsuits, but no responsive records were located. St. Augustine’s has no records of any
civil lawsuits and/or settlements related to the death of Helena Payton.




This the 5 day of&mm, 2018,
QLMJ Cﬂ/lm/h MUM( Q}D‘m

)
(NAME, TITLE) VP go& ac@wtmf\(’di/w
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 5#/ day of Abyv ¢ ) bey, 2018
ﬂ/lﬁ/t aar el B, Boddie . [Seal]
Notary Public
My Commission Expires: fé-— 2 L 22 / MAES?EEJ E[JgangE
WAKE COUNTY, N.C.
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LEGEND FOR ST. AUGUSTINE’S COLLEGE MAP

1.

St. Agnes Building

14.

Hunter Building

27. Student Union

2. Heating Plant

15.

Boyer Building

28. Emery Gymnasium

3. Goold Hall 16. Benson Bldg. 29. Fine Arts Building
4. Main Gates 17. Taylor Hall

5. Tuttle Bldg (ROTC) 18. Chapel

6. Library 19. Hermitage Infirmary

7. Cheshire 20. Apartments A. Basketball Courts
8. Latham Hall 21. Chaplain’s Cottage B. Tennis Courts

9. Baker Hall 22. Faculty Apt. C. Baseball Field

10. Delaney Hall 23. Faculty Apt. D. Track and Field
11. Penick Hall of Science 24. Faculty Apt. I. Information

12. Laundry 25. Lynch Hall

13. Art Building 26. Atkinson Hall P. Parking
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JACKIE KELLY DATE OF CONTACT WITH RPD

Poole

DATE ' ACTION SOURCE
9/28/1979 | States she saw black male subject calmly walk down stairwell RPD - PLS, Bk.
1,p.1
9/28/1979 | -States she was in bed; heard scream; opened door and stepped into RPD - PLS, Bk.
hallway; looked down hall and saw black male come out of bathroom 1, p. 6-7
(furthest door); suspect walked directly toward her and passed within
a few feet; suspect never said anything; suspect turned left at elevator
and went out of sight; suspect described as the following--6"3"" or
taller, maroon dashiki with gold design, dark colored trousers,
sneakers, medium to short Afro, fairly clean face, if he had beard or
mustache it was very, very light
-Went down the hall and saw the Victim bleeding
-Felt she would definitely know him if she saw him again
9/28/1979 | Went with Elvin Turner to CCBI to look through mug books and make RPD —PLS, Bk.
composite picture of suspect 1,p.9
10/4/1979 | -Shown a preliminary picture lineup (Polaroids) with Viola Underdue RPD — PLS, Bk.
and Barbara Lee 1, p. 24-25
-Picked out photo of Derry Washington as a possible
10/7/1979 | -Viewed Tommy Garrett in live lineup; no other witness was present RPD — PLS, Bk.
-Said that his complexion was similar to the actual suspect, but noone | 1, p. 31-32
in the lineup was the person she saw
10/9/1979 | -Shown picture lineup; other witnesses who also saw lineup were RPD — PLS, Bk.
Vivian Best and Carolyn Wilson; they were all shown the lineup at 1, p. 60
different times
-No one saw suspect in the lineup
10/12/1979 | -Went by herself to the Rainbow Cab Stand to have a “personal view” RPD - PLS, Bk.
of Marcellous Leon McCloud; said McCloud was not the subject that 1, p. 58-59
stabbed student at St. Augustine’s College
-Also viewed lineup of pictures
-NOTE: It is not clear what date this occurred
10/12/1979 | -Timothy Paul Shields, Derry Washington, and Tommy Allen Garrett RPD - PLS, Bk.
were seen in person by Kelly and Carolyn Wilson; these individuals 1, p. 62
were “positively eliminated”
-NOTE: It is not clear what date this occurred
10/12/1979 | -Went to RPD to view photographic lineup of inmates released from RPD - PLS, Bk.
DOC since 9/1/1979; went through 25 photos and said suspect was 1, p. 63
not in there
-Reported that she saw Blair Alexander on 10/11/1979 and he
resembled suspect
-Listened to recorded call of caller who said Harold Moore was
responsible for this crime; said voice of caller sounded familiar and like
a college student voice
10/30/1979 | -Viewed 11 photographs alone; one of the photos was of William RPD - PLS, Bk.

1, p. 82-83




DATE ' ACTION SOURCE
-Elvin Turner, Carolyn Wilson, Barbara Lee, and Viola Underdue also
viewed these photographs at St. Augustine’s College
-Kelly did not pick out William Poole; however, Turner, Wilson, Lee,
and Underdue picked out Poole’s photo as looking the most like the
suspect, but said they would have to see a more recent photo of him
to eliminate him
10/31/1979 | -Viewed William Edward Poole alone at RPD through two-way mirror; | RPD — PLS, Bk.
said his facial features resembled the suspect but he was not large 1, p.86
enough in body and was several inches too short
-Other witnesses who viewed Poole in person were Barbara Lee and
Viola Underdue; both said the same thing as Kelly about his
appearance
11/19/1979 | Viewed photos in lobby at St. Augustine’s College with Barbara Lee; RPD - PLS, Bk.
neither was able to pick anyone out 1, p. 96
2/20/1980 | Viewed group of photos with Detective Brinson; said she was fairly RPD - PLS, Bk.
sure none of the pictures viewed was of the suspect 1, p. 199
5/9/1980 Viewed group of photos with Elvin Turner; said suspect was not among | RPD — PLS, Bk.
pictures viewed 1, p. 102
4/24/1981 | -Viewed physical lineup at Wake County Jail with Elvin Turner RPD - PLS, Bk.
-Both stated suspect was not in the lineup 1, p. 110
9/26/1983 | Interviewed by Detective Munday and Holder at Fort Benning, Georgia | PLS RPD 207-
236, Book 2
9/26/1983 | Took psychological voice stress analysis PLS RPD 191-

192, Book 2
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE
COUNTY OF WAKE SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION FILE
NUMBER 83 CRS 84695

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA,

Petitioner, TRANSCRIPT
vs. Telephone Interview
JAMES ANDREW BLACKMON,

Defendant.

This is the transcript of the recorded telephone
interview taken of Jackie Kelly which was conducted by
Catherine Matoian, Grant Staff Attorney, from the North
Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission. The telephone

interview took place on December 16, 2014.

APPEARANCES:
Catherine Matoian, Grant Staff Attorney
North Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission

P.O. Box 2448
Raleigh, NC 27602

Jackie Kelly - (via telephone)

Transcribed by Donna Rowe - ddrsteno@gmail.com



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

PROCEEDTINGS

MS. MATOIAN: Hello, Ms. Kelly?

JACKIE KELLY: Hi. How you doing?

MS. MATOIAN: Good. How are you?

JACKIE KELLY: Good.

MS. MATOIAN: Thank you so much for responding to
my letter. I appreciate it.

JACKIE KELLY: Uh-huh.

MS. MATOIAN: I'm calling from -- or I wrote to
you from the North Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission.
And as I explained in the letter, it's a state agency that
investigates claims of innocence by people who have been
convicted of crimes in North Carolina.

So the man who was eventually convicted of Ms.
Payton's murder has applied to the Commission. Now, we
don't represent him and we don't represent the State. We're
a neutral State fact-finding agency. So I know you were a
witness back at the time of the original investigation and I
just wanted to be able to ask you a few questions.

JACKIE KELLY: Okay.

MS. MATOIAN: And if you feel more comfortable
doing this in person, I'm in North Carolina, but I can come
to Florida if you would prefer that.

JACKIE KELLY: However you want to handle it.

MS. MATOIAN: Okay. Well, we can talk a little

Transcribed by Donna Rowe - ddrsteno@gmail.com
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bit here and then if I -- we'll see -- maybe we can
reevaluate at the end.

JACKIE KELLY: Okay.

MS. MATOIAN: What -- do you remember what
happened that morning?

JACKIE KELLY: Yes, ma'am.

MS. MATOIAN: Can you tell me what you remember?

JACKIE KELLY: I remember hearing a screaming
outside the door. And I was young, in college, and probably
sleeping late. I sleep late in college. I still sleep late
today.

MS. MATOIAN: Me, too.

JACKIE KELLY: But -- but certain girls in our
dormitory on campus got up bright and early and went to
breakfast. And you had to get out of your bed in order to
get breakfast. So I was one of the ones that did not go.

And so when I heard the screaming, my response was
I wish these girls would learn some respect, you know, the
"B" word and -- because I'm trying to sleep. And so the
next thing I know the screaming started again. And so I got
up and went to my door and opened it. And when I opened up
the door, there was a guy walking down the hall. And I
thought to myself, um, he's kind of cute. But we don't
supposed to have men on the -- in the dormitory, so it's

none of my business why he's there. But he had on a Dashiki

Transcribed by Donna Rowe - ddrsteno@gmail.com
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and he was tall, dark and slender. And I thought, like I
said, was kind of nice looking. And when he passed me, the
girl started screaming again. And so by that time, a lot of
girls was up trying to figure out why the screaming was
taking place.

And so my roommate came to the door about the time
the guy was passing, but she was in her underclothes and she
went back in. And like I said, the screaming started again.
So everybody went towards the bathroom and there we seen
Ms. Payton laying on the floor bleeding from -- you know, I
don't even know what she was bleeding from, but she was
bleeding. And we was on the top floor. And I just knew
that the dorm matron needed to be notified what was going
on.

And I thought, you know, I would go down there
while the other girls was putting pressure on her -- on her
wound to let the dorm matrons know that something had
happened on the fifth floor. I think it was the fifth --
fifth floor.

MS. MATOIAN: Okay.

JACKIE KELLY: And I was getting ready to go on
the elevator and then I thought, I'm not going on the
elevator because he could be on the elevator.

MS. MATOIAN: Yeah.

JACKIE KELLY: And then -- no. And no, we got on

Transcribed by Donna Rowe - ddrsteno@gmail.com
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the elevator and then I think me and a group of girls got on
the elevator and then I said, you know, he might be still in
the building, so we need something to protect ourself in
case he's still in the building. And so we stopped on the
next floor and I got some like some spiked shoes with some
like five-inch heels. And I said we'll beat him to death
with the shoes.

And -- but the elevator went back upstairs. And I
said to myself, now, he could be still in the -- the
staircase. And so, you know, I did my little pray, I hope
he's not in the staircase, and ran down and told the dorm
matron that he -- what had happened.

MS. MATOIAN: Uh-huh.

JACKIE KELLY: And by then, the police and the
ambulance, they came out to the school.

MS. MATOIAN: When you saw the man in the hallway,
as far as his hair and his facial hair, did he seem to be
kind of clean cut or did he have -- was he a little bit
scruffier?

JACKIE KELLY: Well, I can't remember exactly the
facial. I just -- like I said, I thought he looked nice.

MS. MATOIAN: Yeah.

JACKIE KELLY: They was trying to give me -- put
me under hypnosis so I could recall the facial. Because I

remember everything else but the exact facial.

Transcribed by Donna Rowe - ddrsteno@gmail.com
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MS. MATOIAN: Yeah.

JACKIE KELLY: But he was not like, I guess -- if
it was hair, it was clean. Everything -- nothing really
stood out. Only thing I can remember, he did have on a
Dashiki and he was tall and slender.

And they did bring me for a lineup. And when I
told them about what I seen and the guy that they had that
said that he did it, he didn't look nothing like the guy I
described.

MS. MATOIAN: Okay.

JACKIE KELLY: And they said, well, he said he did
it. I said, but he might be crazy. He'll say anything if
he's crazy.

MS. MATOIAN: Uh-huh.

JACKIE KELLY: And that's how it was left.

MS. MATOIAN: Now, did they tell you he was crazy
or did you just say that?

JACKIE KELLY: I just said that.

MS. MATOIAN: Okay. Do you -- did he look at you,
say anything to you, say anything to anyone else that you
saw?

JACKIE KELLY: I don't understand your question.

MS. MATOIAN: I'm sorry. The -- the man with the
Dashiki on, when he walked past you in the hall and you saw

him, did he say anything to you --
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JACKIE KELLY: No.

MS. MATOIAN: -- or to anyone else?

JACKIE KELLY: No. He just walked right by me.
He was in a slow pace. He walked right by me in a slow
pace, normal. That's why I didn't connect between him and
the girl screaming because he didn't -- he wasn't in a
hurry. He wasn't, you know, anxious looking. He was just
normally walking right by like he was trying to get out of
everybody way --

MS. MATOIAN: Okay.

JACKIE KELLY: -- without people seeing him.

MS. MATOIAN: Okay. And the lineup where they
told you the man had admitted to doing it --

JACKIE KELLY: Yes.

MS. MATOIAN: -- was that the only lineup you
remember going to?

JACKIE KELLY: That's the only one I can remember
at this point.

MS. MATOIAN: Okay. Do you remember giving an
interview for the news?

JACKIE KELLY: To the news people?

MS. MATOIAN: Yes.

JACKIE KELLY: Well, I may have. I might have
said something to the news because they was trying to -- you

know, anytime an incident happened, the news come out. But
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I remember moving off campus because I didn't feel secure

anymore.
MS. MATOIAN: Yeah.
JACKIE KELLY: And -- and, you know, I don't
recall. I might have said something, but it was not like a

long, sit down interview if I did one.

MS. MATOIAN: Okay. I have a police report that
you had given an interview to the news, and then later that
night apparently someone had called the dorm and threatened
you for giving the interview. Do you remember that
happening?

JACKIE KELLY: No. I just know -- it might have
happened, but I knew I moved off campus because I was not --
I didn't feel secure. It might have been the reason why I
moved off campus.

MS. MATOIAN: Yeah. That's understandable.

Okay. Do you remember anything about the other
girls in the dorm and some conflicts you may have had after
this happened such as with Alfreda Hussey and Elvin Turner?

JACKIE KELLY: Well, I just know that she hung
around like two or three of the girls and they -- somebody
had said it was her birthday, the morning of the incident
was her birthday. And so, you know, I just thought, you
know, he might have knew her or -- I don't know. You know,

she --
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MS. MATOIAN: Yeah.

JACKIE KELLY: -- was quiet. She was very quiet.
So when it comes down to quiet people, they're not like, you
know, put their business in the street.

MS. MATOIAN: Yeah. Yeah. But you don't remember
getting into a fight with her friends?

JACKIE KELLY: About what?

MS. MATOIAN: Well, some of the police reports
that I was reading, before the man who has applied to the
Commission was arrested, there were rumors going around
between all the girls in the dorm that some of the girls
were involved with drugs or other things and that the man
had been in the dorm to get to, you know, the other girls
and came upon Ms. Payton instead and she was kind of in the
wrong place at the wrong time. Do you remember any of that?

JACKIE KELLY: Well, personally, I don't recall
any of that, but it's not uncalled for back then. College
kids, girls, it could be possible that this might have been
what happened. But I don't know, I didn't hang around a lot
of people, so I don't know.

MS. MATOIAN: Okay. And you didn't -- you didn't
personally see any kind of drugs or prostitution or, you
know, kind of strange men coming through the dorms?

JACKIE KELLY: No. But like I said, this is a

college environment, so a lot of things happen in college.
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MS. MATOIAN: Yeah.

JACKIE KELLY: And they still go on attend class
and do what they have to do in college.

MS. MATOIAN: Okay.

JACKIE KELLY: Like -- 1like it's no big deal.

MS. MATOIAN: Yeah. So what we have found through
our investigation, they had taken fingerprints from the
bathroom door.

JACKIE KELLY: Uh-huh. Right.

MS. MATOIAN: The stall.

JACKIE KELLY: Uh-huh.

MS. MATOIAN: And when we had those fingerprints
run through the system, they came back to a man named James
Leach or Jimmy Leach. And I'm -- you know, and that could
mean nothing. You know, he could have been someone's
boyfriend. So we're trying to find out if that name rings a
bell to anyone.

JACKIE KELLY: I wish I could tell you. I -1
was (inaudible) a lot of people. If I met him, I met and
never really knew the name and hardly and will remember
their face.

MS. MATOIAN: Okay. All right. Does the name --
the name of the man who was eventually arrested and has
applied to the Commission. His name is James Blackmon or

Jimmy Blackmon. Does that ring a bell?
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JACKIE KELLY: ©No. Because once I graduated from
college, I left North Carolina.

MS. MATOIAN: Okay.

JACKIE KELLY: (Inaudible.) And like I said, I
moved off campus my last year.

MS. MATOIAN: Okay. All right. Do you remember
-- do you remember there being kind of a lag in between when
the police spoke to you --

JACKIE KELLY: Yes.

MS. MATOIAN: -- that the crime happened and then
Mr. --

JACKIE KELLY: Yeah.

MS. MATOIAN: -- Blackmon was arrested a few years
later?

JACKIE KELLY: Yeah. Yeah.

MS. MATOIAN: And you were already out of North
Carolina at that time?

JACKIE KELLY: Yes. I was in the military at the
time.

MS. MATOIAN: Okay. All right. Just from reading
the police reports, like I said, the original theory was
that it had something to do with the girls in the dorm. And
there were some girls that were accusing you of being
involved in bad things, and you were also accusing some of

the other girls of being involved in bad things and I'm just
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trying to --

JACKIE KELLY: No, no. No, not —-- not me. Not
me. I had a girlfriend and it was just me and her most of
the time that hung around together.

MS. MATOIAN: Okay. And what was that --

JACKIE KELLY: And my boyfriend. My girlfriend
was Glenna Delaney.

MS. MATOIAN: Okay. And you said you had a
boyfriend?

JACKIE KELLY: I had several boy -- I had like a
boyfriend. I know I was going steady with one guy. I can't
remember his name, but I know I was going steady with this
one guy. And we didn't have transportation and my
girlfriend had got a car and (inaudible) to take me to see
him. And so (inaudible) with my boyfriend. But I think my
last year in college, I kind of got serious about going into
the military, so I kind of like spent a lot of time
preparing for the military, you know, getting in shape for
the military.

MS. MATOIAN: Yeah. Do you remember telling the
police that shortly before you had heard the screams that
you had woken up and walked out into the hallway and saw the
man that you later saw walking down the hall outside of
another girl's dorm room?

JACKIE KELLY: No, I don't recall that because --
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no, I don't recall that. Because normal -- normally when
you're in the dorm, you are in behind your doors.

MS. MATOIAN: Uh-huh.

JACKIE KELLY: You kind of like, you know, if
you've got a roommate --

MS. MATOIAN: Leave your door shut.

JACKIE KELLY: -- or a -- yeah. Whatever you're
doing, you're doing it in your room.

MS. MATOIAN: Uh-huh. And you were sleeping, too?

JACKIE KELLY: Yeah. Because it was early in the
morning.

MS. MATOIAN: Okay.

JACKIE KELLY: And that's when I get my best
sleep.

MS. MATOIAN: Yeah. Me, too.

I must have had a question -- oh, so I know that
you said that boys were not supposed to be in the dorm
room --

JACKIE KELLY: Right.

MS. MATOIAN: -- but did girls sneak boys in from
time to time?

JACKIE KELLY: Yes.

MS. MATOIAN: Okay. And when they would come into
the dorm room, say a girl had her boyfriend over and he

needed to use the bathroom, would they just let them use the

Transcribed by Donna Rowe - ddrsteno@gmail.com



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

14

bathroom on the floor?

JACKIE KELLY: I can -- I imagine so because if I
had one there, yes, I would take him to the bathroom, too,
but (inaudible) at night.

MS. MATOIAN: Yeah. Okay. All right. Well, what
I'm going to do, Ms. Kelly, is I'm going to send you a
picture of each of the men that I mentioned to you, James
Leach and James Blackmon. They're not great quality
pictures and they're not that close to the time that this
happened, so I mean I'm kind of -- it's an old case, so I'm
kind of limited in what I can do. But I'm just going to
send you copies of those pictures and if you could just --
if you recognize either one of them, if you could just
indicate on the picture for me or just indicate that you
don't recognize them, I'd really appreciate that.

JACKIE KELLY: Can you send them through email?

MS. MATOIAN: Email, yeah, sure. What's your
email address?

JACKIE KELLY: Jackelly@bellsouth.net.

MS. MATOIAN: Okay. Let me -- you're breaking up
a little bit, so I just want to make sure I spelled that
right. That's jackelly@bellsouth.net?

JACKIE KELLY: Yes, ma'am.

MS. MATOIAN: Okay. And just one more question.

Do you remember hearing any rumors around campus about who
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may have done it?

JACKIE KELLY: I moved off campus.

MS. MATOIAN: Yeah. So after it was over, you
didn't -- there wasn't any kind of gossip going around that
so and so may have been involved?

JACKIE KELLY: You know, I think -- I think you
might be right about me moving off because (inaudible) some
people and the news media, but once I left campus, you know,
I just attended class.

MS. MATOIAN: Yeah. And stayed out of all that.
Okay. All right. Well, again, I really appreciate you
calling me back and I'll scan those pictures into the
computer and send you an email.

JACKIE KELLY: Okay. Thank you.

MS. MATOIAN: All right. Thank you so much,

Ms. Kelly.
JACKIE KELLY: Bye-bye.

(End of the recording.)
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TRANSCRTIPT CERTIFICATE

This is to certify that the foregoing 16 pages of this
transcript of the recorded interview of Jackie Kelly that
was taken on December 16, 2014, is a true and accurate
transcript to the best of my ability due to the quality of
the audio recording presented for transcription.

I further certify that I am not counsel for nor related
to any party or attorney, nor am I interested in the results
of this action.

This the 6th day of September 2018.

[ iR

DONNA ROWE

1040 Lake Shore Drive
Wendell, NC 27591
919.649.1656
ddrsteno@gmail.com
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Bridenstine, Julie E.

R P |
From: Matoian, Catherine L.
Sent: Monday, January 05, 2015 2:34 PM
To: ‘jackelly@belisouth.net’
Subject: RE: NC Innocence Inquiry Commission
Ms. Kelly,

I wanted to make sure this email reached you. If you have any issues opening the attachments. Please let me know.
Thank you,

Catherine Matoian

From: Matoian, Catherine L.

Sent: Wednesday, December 17, 2014 9:07 AM
To: 'jackelly@belisouth.net'

Subject: NC Innocence Inquiry Commission

Ms. Kelly,

Thank you for speaking with me yesterday. As we discussed, I've attached two photographs to this email. | apologize for
the quality. If either man looks familiar to you, please let me know and indicate where you remember them from. If you
do not recognize either man, please let me know that as well.

I just wanted to follow up with you about one thing. You mentioned yesterday that the police pointed out the man they
said confessed to the murder when they brought you in for a lineup. Can you describe that to me? Did they have you
look at the men in person or did they have you look at photographs? Did they say that the man confessed before or after
they asked you to identify anyone? Was this during the original investigation right after the crime or was it a few years
later when you were in the Army?

Again, | appreciate you speaking with me about what must have been a difficult experience for you. Should you ever
think of any additional information, please feel free to call, email, or write any time.

Thank you,

Catherine Matoian

Grant Staff Attorney

North Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission
Post Office Box 2448

Raleigh, North Carolina 27602

Phone: (919) 890-1580

Fax:  (919) 890-1937

www.InnocenceCommission-NC.gov
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Commissioners Administrative Office of the Courts Staff

The Hon. Arnold O. Jones, IT North Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission Kendra Montgomery-Blinn
Chairman 5 ]Tp.hB;IxCZ;;gOZ Executive Director
a s
Aurelia Sands Belle Phon:'lg(‘?w) 890-1580 Sharon Stellato
The Hon. Luther Johnson Britt, ITI Fax: '9]9 890-1937 Lindsey Guice Smith
Michael A. Grace _ Fax: (919) 890-19 Aschante Pretty
Isaac Heard, Jr. WWww.innocencecommission-ne.gov Sarah Riney
The Hon. Susan Johnson Catherine Matoian
The Hon. Barbara Pickens Ed Brooks
T. Diane Surgeon Jason Fitts

January 9, 2015
VIA FIRST CLASS MAIL

Ms. Jaqueline Kelly
240 NW 28" Ave
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33311

Dear Ms. Kelly:

Thank you for speaking with me last month. I want to reiterate that the North Carolina Innocence
Inquiry Commission is a neutral state agency and that we do not represent the man who was convicted of
Ms. Payton’s murder. You had requested that I send an email with the pictures of the individuals I wanted
you to look at and see if you recognize. I sent the email in December and another earlier this week. In
case my emails are not getting through to you, I'm sending this letter.

[ have enclosed the pictures of the two individuals. I apologize for the quality. If you recognize
either of these men, please indicate on the picture with your initials and any other information you have
about them and return the pictures in the enclosed self-addressed envelope.

I also wanted to follow up with you regarding something we spoke about on the phone. You
mentioned that the police pointed out the man they said confessed to the murder when they brought you in
for a lineup. Can you describe that lineup process to me? Did they have you look at the men in person or
did they have you look at photographs? Did they say that the man confessed before or after they asked
you to identify anyone? Was this during the original investigation right after the crime or was it a few
years later when you were in the Army?

Again, | appreciate you speaking with me and | apologize for bringing up what must have been a
very frightening experience. Please let me know if you have any additional questions.

Sipcerely, 2 ;;

erine Matoian
Grant Staff Attorney

* A state agency created by the North Carolina General Assembly in 2006 pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 15A-1460-75.
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February 17, 2015

Jacqueline C Kelly
240 NW 28th Ave
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33311

Dear Ms Matoian:

I am so very sorry for my delay in responding to your request but | stay busy and | am such a
procrastinator. But, once | complete a task it makes me feel real good about myself. Sometimes we
cannot rush faith because | had to pray and studied in my mind my response because it has been such a
long time ago. | don't want to say the wrong thing to cause any further harm to an innocent person.
Therefore, my response is as followings:

Photograph #1 looks like the man | seem walking casualty in the hallway. My choice is based on the
memories of how t described the suspect back in 1979. The man | saw was tall, slimmer, dark
complexion with possible facial hair and he wore an African top called dashiki.

While in the military | received a telephone call asking me to participate in a lineup in North Carolina. |
think I was told over the telephone that the police had a suspect. | cannot recall exactly when | was told
by the police that their suspect had confessed. My logic tells me that after the line-up when 1 told the
police the man | saw was not in the lineup this is when | was told that their suspect had confessed. !
recalled telling the police that their suspect could tell them anything, he could be mentally incompetent
or maybe he just wanted to be arrested. The man | saw was not light skinned but, was tall and slimmer
with a dark complexion.

The lineup consisted of about 5 men that | looked at through a glass window. It did not take me long to
say that the man | saw was not in the lineup. I do recall looking through several photograph books of
criminals but it was so many pictures it was like looking for a needle in a hay stack. | also recall the
police tried to put me under hypnosis but, | was to up tight it did not work.

1 do recall being involved in a protest on campus and giving an interview with the media. Several
students wanted me to lead the protest but afterward hearing of or receiving a death threat | no longer
wanted to get involved and | moved off campus because 1 did not feel safe anymore.

Sincerely,
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The North Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission*

Administrative Office of the Courts
Judge Anna Mills Wagoner North Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission Lindsey Guice Smith
Chair P.O. Box 2448 Executive Director
Raleigh, NC 27602
Phone: (919) 890-1580
Fax: (919) 890-1937
www.innocencecommission-nc.gov

May 15, 2018
VIA FIRST CLASS MAIL

Jacqueline Carol Kelly
240 NW 28th Avenue
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33311-8520

Dear Ms. Kelly:

You previously spoke with one of the staff attorneys, Catherine Matoian, at the North Carolina Innocence
Inquiry Commission back in 2014 regarding a case we are currently investigating—a man named James
Blackmon is claiming innocence for the murder of Helena Payton at St. Augustine’s University in 1979.
Ms. Matoian sent you two photos of two men to see if you recognized either man. We have located a
better quality photo of one of the men you previously viewed in the photograph labeled Photo #2. We
would like for you to look at this new photo labeled Photo #2(a). It is enclosed with this letter.

Please let me know if you recognize this man or not and give me a call once you have had a chance to
view the photo. I would also like to talk to you about the Commission process and update you on the
status of this case. I can be reached at (919) 890-1580.

Thank you so much for your assistance. We really appreciate it!

Best Regards,

Julie Bridenstine, J.D.

Legal Investigator

Enclosure

* A state agency created by the North Carolina General Assembly in 2006 pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 15A-1460-75.
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE
COUNTY OF WAKE SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
FILE NUMBER 83 CRS 84695

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA,

Petitioner, TRANSCRIPT
vSs. Telephone Interview
JAMES ANDREW BLACKMON,

Defendant.

This is the transcript of the second recorded telephone
interview taken of Jackie Kelly, which was conducted by
Julie Bridenstine, Staff Attorney, from the North Carolina
Innocence Inquiry Commission. The telephone interview took

place on May 24, 2018.

APPEARANCES:
Julie Bridenstine, Staff Attorney
North Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission

P.O. Box 2448
Raleigh, NC 27602

Jackie Kelly - (via telephone)
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me?

PROCEEDTINGS
JACKIE KELLY: Hello. Can you hear me?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: I can hear you. Can you hear

JACKIE KELLY: Yeah, I can hear you.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Oh, okay. We must have had a

bad connection.

call.

there?

This is Julie Bridenstine. I'm returning your

I'm from the North Carolina --

JACKIE KELLY: Could you hold for a minute?
MS. BRIDENSTINE: I'm sorry?
JACKIE KELLY: Could you hold for one --
MS. BRIDENSTINE: Absolutely.
JACKIE KELLY: -- could you hold for one minute?
MS. BRIDENSTINE: Sure.
JACKIE KELLY: Okay. Thank you.
(Pause.)

JACKIE KELLY: Are you still there? Are you still

MS. BRIDENSTINE: I am still here.

JACKIE KELLY: Okay. What happened was I was

(inaudible) --

MS. BRIDENSTINE: You were what?

JACKIE KELLY: -- and my phone on my iWatch rang.

So I went back to my desk to get my phone and to conclude
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our conversation. And so now I'm available to talk.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Oh, okay. Good. I can kind of
-- you're a little quiet, so -- but I can hear you.

JACKIE KELLY: (Inaudible) quiet.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. Now I can hear you a
little better. All right.

JACKIE KELLY: Okay.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. So as I said, I'm Julie
Bridenstine from the North Carolina Innocence Inquiry
Commission and I sent you a letter a couple of weeks ago.
So I just wanted to touch base with you about that.

Did you recognize the man in the photo that we
sent to you that was labeled Photo 2A?

JACKIE KELLY: I didn't understand, quite
understand where my position was regarding your
correspondence because I -- I -- I needed enough information
to find out what is the photograph representation of; if
this is the person that you say did it or the innocent guy?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: So I can't give you that
information. I just want to know if you recognize him for
any reason.

JACKIE KELLY: Did you -- why couldn't I -- can I
get the body structure of the guy on the photo whether or
not he's tall, short?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: I can't give you any -- any
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information. I can let you know that you saw a previous
photo of him, but we found a -- you know, a better photo of
his face, so I wanted you to take a look at this photo
because we felt like it was a better photo in general.

JACKIE KELLY: But see, the issue with the photo,
the photograph is the fact that I can remember more detail
of the body structure than the facial features. So I don't
want to say or yay or nay unless I got more details to go
on. You are not providing me with enough details to make a
decision. You're just showing a half a face of a person
that could be one of a million peoples in the world. And
what -- and then this happened like close to 40 years ago.
And like I said, in my mind, the body structure stood out
more than the facial features.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. Okay.

JACKIE KELLY: Okay, what?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Well, I mean I -- I can't give
you more information than I have, but I certainly can --

JACKIE KELLY: You probably got more -- you said
you wanted to discuss the case in the letter. You're not
discussing the case, you're just asking me a question.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Well, our cases are —-- what we
do and how we investigate is confidential. So there's
information I can't give to you. And there's a reason why I

can't give it to you. I certainly wouldn't want to
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influence anything that you had to tell us. So based on
what you've told me, that you said you remembered more
details on the body structure than the facial structure, I
appreciate that you told me that, but I can't give you any
more details than what I've already provided to you.

JACKIE KELLY: So I -- you know, I don't know what
you expect for me to say, yeah, this guy look familiar, but
he could -- familiarity is different than -- than actually
suspect, wouldn't you think? The actual suspect is what
you're looking for, not whether or not if I have ever seen
this picture before. Because the person that walked down
the hall when I was in school was a person I have never —-- I
didn't know.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay.

JACKIE KELLY: So say like if it was a guy that
was familiar, I had seen him walking around the campus or in
the city, it would have been something different. But a
person that you've never seen before and you're asking me to
identify whether or not this person is familiar? I tell you
the truth, the bottom line is, yes, he do look familiar. He
kinda like fits the features of the person that I seen, but
that's the only thing I can say unless I had more
information.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. All right.

JACKIE KELLY: Because, you know, I -- you know, I
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do want this to be over with, you know, after so many years.
And I know the family would like for it to be over with.
And I know the guy that supposed to be claiming innocence
would like for it to be over with. So, you know, I -- you
know, I just feel like me discussing this photo with you
doesn't give me a conclusion to an end result.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: All right. Well, I will let you
know that where we are in our process is that we anticipate
this case will be going to a hearing before our
commissioners probably sometime in November, maybe December
is where we think it's going to happen. And we would like
you to be there to testify. So our commissioners hold their
hearings in Raleigh and we would pay for travel and
accommodations and like per diem expenses. Would you be
willing to come up to Raleigh? It would probably be like
maybe the night before and a day.

JACKIE KELLY: Yes, I will be willing if it's
going to cause conclusion to this problem --

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay.

JACKIE KELLY: -- a decision.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: All right. Well, that's all I
wanted to tell you about regarding the case and give you an
update is that it is moving forward and we do anticipate it
going to a hearing before the end of this year.

JACKIE KELLY: Okay.
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MS. BRIDENSTINE: So what I will do is -- this is
your phone number. I will get in touch with you as we get
closer and I can give more details about that --

JACKIE KELLY: Okay.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: -- and see if we can arrange it
with your schedule and everything.

JACKIE KELLY: Okay.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: So I appreciate your giving me a
call back and I will give you a call sometime soon.

JACKIE KELLY: Okay.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: All right. Thank you so much.

JACKIE KELLY: Thank you.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Bye.

JACKIE KELLY: Bye-bye.

(End of recording.)
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Jackie Kelly - by Ms. Bridenstine

(Phone call placed.)

MS. KELLY: Yes. Jackie speaking.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Hi, Ms. Kelly. This is
Julie Bridenstine from the North Carolina Innocence Inquiry
Commission calling.

How are you doing?

MS. KELLY: I'm doing good. How about you?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: I'm doing well.

I'm just calling because we'd previously
talked about having some time to go over some questions now.

Is now a good time for you to talk?

MS. KELLY: Yes. Okay.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. I don't think it
will take too long, but I did have some follow-up questions.
I know you spoke to Catherine Matoian with our agency about
four years ago and you spoke to me a little bit back in May.

I just wanted to follow up on some of the
things that Ms. Matoian talked to you about and had some
questions, too, about what you remembered about your contact
with the Raleigh Police Department when they were
investigating the case.

MS. KELLY: Okay.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: So first, going back to
Latham Hall -- this happened on the sixth floor, which was

the top floor. I had a question about the stairs.
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Jackie Kelly - by Ms. Bridenstine

Now, I know that there were two staircases on
each side of the building that exited out to the ground
floor. You could go outside from those stairwells, and I've
been to them and I've seen that, but at the time, were you
able to get in the stairwells from the outside?

MS. KELLY: Yes.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. How did you get into
the stairs?

MS. KELLY: The thing is, once I realized
that we -- it's a contact, the one matron who was on the
first floor.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Uh-huh.

MS. KELLY: We decided to -- since we didn't
have cells back then or no other way other than the
elevator, we got on the elevator. And when -- I say we was
like on one -- because when I realized -- because he went
down the stairway, out, I'm assuming. I got in the
elevator, and I said, "Suppose he's still in the building"
or stuff like that -- I said, "We need something to protect
ourselves if he's still in the building."

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Uh-huh.

MS. KELLY: So I stopped on the floor and got
a Stellano [sic: stiletto] shoe that I was going to beat him
half to death with. And because the elevator went -- closed

and went either up or down, I had no other choice but to get
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Jackie Kelly - by Ms. Bridenstine

to the first floor by taking this way.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. OKkay.

Back when this happened, if you were outside
the dorm, how would you -- how were you able to get into the
dorm?

MS. KELLY: Most of the time, I guess it's
when -- you know how when people walk in the building --

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Uh-huh.

MS. KELLY: -- you know, you can walk in
behind them? You know, as a student there I didn't
(indiscernible) other ways to get in the building because I
was authorized to be in the building. So, you know, I was,
like, clueless of, you know, ways to get in other than the
front door because I was a student. And so somebody could
follow behind you into the building.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. As a student, you
had a key to the dorm; is that right?

MS. KELLY: I won't say we had a key to the
dorm. I think the dorm was open for a certain amount of
time, and locked -- because, you know, I guess, you know --
I guess -- you know, I didn't (indiscernible) out at night.
I didn't do a lot of partying at night. So I'm assuming if
I did go out to a party and stayed out late, the dorm door
was authorized to be opened by the dorm matron. I don't

recall access other than the dorm matron.
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Jackie Kelly - by Ms. Bridenstine

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay.

MS. KELLY: You know, somebody might've been
up 24 hours that could open up the door.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. So for you
personally, did you ever go into the dorm anywhere except
through the front door?

MS. KELLY: For me personally, only the front
door.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. And I guess what I'm
trying to get at is do you remember or recall if you could
get into the stairways from outside the dorm?

MS. KELLY: I don't know. I would -- I don't
know.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay.

MS. KELLY: I cannot --

MS. BRIDENSTINE: All right. All right.

On your floor, do you remember where the
phones were located?

MS. KELLY: The phones -- I don't know. You
know, I -- I can tell you about me.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Uh-huh.

MS. KELLY: Is that I was very independent.

I was an independent student. My mother was not financially
able to send me to school; so I was doing everything myself.

So therefore, I didn't call home that much
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Jackie Kelly - by Ms. Bridenstine

and T didn't call other people that much because I always
been an individual. So only person that I really spoke with
or hung with were one other student. Other than that, you
know, I don't remember how we communicated. But I can
imagine it was from a phone in the lobby.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. The lobby of your
floor or the lobby of the building?

MS. KELLY: The building.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. Do you remember any
floors -- or, sorry, excuse me -- any phones being on the
sixth floor?

MS. KELLY: No. No, I don't. Those things,
I don't recall.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: All right.

MS. KELLY: Because if it was one on the
sixth floor, I would've used it instead of taking the
elevator or the stairway.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Did you ever see any men on
the sixth floor prior to Ms. Payton being attacked?

MS. KELLY: Well, you know, the reason why my
recognition of his face was not shock is because I felt like
it was not my business to know who was bringing other people
in the building in case I might want to bring somebody in
the building. I would say it's none of your business; stay

out of my business, I'll stay out of your business.
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Jackie Kelly - by Ms. Bridenstine

So yes, I think guys did come into the
building.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you remember how
frequently that would happen?

MS. KELLY: No. Once you close your door,
you know, you've got this floor -- once you close your door,
you didn't know what was going on outside of the door.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: I guess what I'm trying to
get at -- was it a common occurrence? Did it happen
frequently?

MS. KELLY: Well, I don't know. Like I said,
I was not into people's business; so therefore, what they
did was their business and what I did was mine. So I think
it was -- somebody had told me that either I -- or it was a
prostitution ring going on in the dorm. I'm like, you know,
that was the first time I ever heard --

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Hello?

MS. KELLY: Hello?

Yeah. You didn't hear me?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: No. You cut out. I heard
something about the first time you had ever heard about a
prostitution ring.

MS. KELLY: Yeah. Somebody said I was in it
or it was in the building. And I'm like, that was the first

time I ever heard something like that.

Tori Pittman, AOC-Approved Transcriber

PO Box 47, Wake Forest, NC 27588 * * * pittmanstenography.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Jackie Kelly - by Ms. Bridenstine

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Now, did you --
MS. KELLY: I did not --

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Did you hear that after

Ms. Payton was stabbed or before?

ring.

MS. KELLY: What?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: About the prostitution

MS. KELLY: Somebody told me that within the

last couple years.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Hello?

MS. KELLY: Somebody told me that within the

last couple years.

the --

'80s?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Oh. Okay.

Did you ever hear anything about that back in

MS. KELLY: No. Because like I said --

MS. BRIDENSTINE: -- late '70s, early

MS. KELLY: No. Because I was not, you know,

socially active reference to what was going on.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. Now, I know you said

that you wouldn't have seen it because people would close

their doors.

MS. KELLY: (Indiscernible.)

MS. BRIDENSTINE: But did you ever personally

Tori Pittman, AOC-Approved Transcriber

PO Box 47, Wake Forest, NC 27588 * * * pittmanstenography.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Jackie Kelly - by Ms. Bridenstine

see men on the sixth floor before Ms. Payton was attacked?

MS. KELLY: I don't think so. I think I
might've seen somebody going in a room, you know, the back
part of their body. But, you know, face-to-face, I don't
recall being face-to-face people. I might have, you know,
heard it or seen the latter part of the body going in the
door, but no, not face-to-face.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you remember or --
anyone on the floor dating anyone, like, a man in his
mid-to-late 20s?

MS. KELLY: Again, I was not that sociable.
I mind my business. And the room -- the hall was shaped
into, like, a U or a square.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Uh-huh.

MS. KELLY: So you could only see down the
aisle -- the walkway of the hall that you was looking at.
You couldn't see what was around the corner.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. But you don't have
any specific memories of that? Or recall that?

MS. KELLY: It might've been people that went
to school there, but not me.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. Did you ever see or
know of any men doing any maintenance work or painting on
the sixth floor prior to Ms. Payton being attacked?

MS. KELLY: No. No.
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MS. BRIDENSTINE: Did you know a Deborah
Taylor Moore? I believe she was on a different floor, but
she was in Latham Hall at that time. She was also a student
Saint Augustine's.

MS. KELLY: I don't know people names. I
only know by face. I don't get -- I meet people constantly.
The names -- I'm not good at names.

What's her name again?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Deborah Taylor Moore.

MS. KELLY: Deborah Moore. The name seems to
be familiar, but I would have to put a face to it. See, I'm
not even on Facebook.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: All right. All right. I
want to go back and see what you remember about your
contacts with the Raleigh Police Department.

In looking through their file, it looks like
you would meet up with them and look at people's photos and
they would show you people's pictures to see if you
recognized them.

What do you remember about meeting with
investigators with Raleigh Police Department?

MS. KELLY: Exactly what you just said.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Did you ever do, like, an
in-person lineup where you viewed men to see if you

recognized them, like, in person?
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MS. KELLY: Yes.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: And how many times?

MS. KELLY: I can't remember. It couldn't
have been no more -- I think it was kind of like the first
and the second time I was involved with them.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: The first time -- do you
remember how long it was after Ms. Payton was stabbed that
you did that?

MS. KELLY: I think it was when I was in the
military -- had graduated and was in the military.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: And that's the first time?

MS. KELLY: I think so.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: All right. What year did
you graduate?

MS. KELLY: It might have been the second --
it might've been the last time. I can't remember doing a
lineup when I was in college.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: All right. When did you
graduate?

MS. KELLY: In 1981 from college.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. All right.

So you remember doing lineups after you
graduated in 1981? Sometime after that period?

MS. KELLY: Yes. Yes. I remember doing a

lineup after that -- after graduation.

Tori Pittman, AOC-Approved Transcriber
PO Box 47, Wake Forest, NC 27588 * * * pittmanstenography.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Jackie Kelly - by Ms. Bridenstine

12

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Now, how many lineups do
you remember?

MS. KELLY: I can remember one, two --
vaguely. One -- the last one.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: All right. And what do you
remember about -- you said the first one is vague?

MS. KELLY: Yes.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Does that mean you remember
the second one better?

MS. KELLY: Yes.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: And what do you remember
about that second one?

MS. KELLY: That I told them it wasn't the
guy --

MS. BRIDENSTINE: You --

MS. KELLY: -- that they had -- I just
remember that I told them it wasn't the guy that they had --
that they say had did it.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: When did that second lineup
occur?

MS. KELLY: When I was in the military.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: So looking back at the
file, it looks like you told police that you were graduated
in June of 1981, that you were in Sanford for four to six

weeks, and that you went onto active duty in August of 1981.

Tori Pittman, AOC-Approved Transcriber
PO Box 47, Wake Forest, NC 27588 * * * pittmanstenography.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Jackie Kelly - by Ms. Bridenstine

13

MS.

MS.

accurate?

MS.

MS.

KELLY: Yes.

BRIDENSTINE: Okay. So that sounds

KELLY: Yes.

BRIDENSTINE: Now, in August of 1981,

where did you start off in the military?

MS.

MS.

stationed there?

MS.

MS.

So

KELLY: Fort Lee, Virginia.

BRIDENSTINE: And how long were you

KELLY: I forgot. It was training.
BRIDENSTINE: Training. Okay.

your interview indicates you had 18 weeks.

Does that sound accurate?

MS.

KELLY: I don't know. It was training

for Officer Candidate School.

MS

Okay.

MS.

MS.

MS.

MS.

. BRIDENSTINE: Officer Candidate School?

KELLY: Yeah.
BRIDENSTINE: Were you in the Army?
KELLY: Yes.

BRIDENSTINE: Okay. All right.

Where did you go --

MS

. KELLY: 18 weeks -- 18 weeks is how many

months? 3 to 4 months?

MS.

BRIDENSTINE: Oh, gosh. Right around, I
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guess, four? Maybe a little bit -- yeah. That sounds
right.

MS. KELLY: Yeah. That sounds like the time
frame.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay.

MS. KELLY: Because, you know, we did a lot
during that time -- the training. And I had a apartment --
I had a apartment up there.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Where did you go after Fort
Lee, Virginia?

MS. KELLY: Fort Benning, Georgia.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: When did you start at Fort
Benning, Georgia?

MS. KELLY: Right after the training.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: All right. So the
information that I have looks like maybe you started around
January 1982 at Fort Benning.

MS. KELLY: That sounds like -- yeah. That
sounds like four months in training, August -- August,
September, October, November, December. It sounds like they
gave us a break and then straight to Fort Benning.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Now, going back to the
second lineup, where were you when the lineup occurred?
Where was the lineup held?

MS. KELLY: Raleigh.
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MS. BRIDENSTINE: And where were you living
when the lineup -- when you went to that lineup?

MS. KELLY: Fort Benning, Georgia.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you remember what month
or year that was?

MS. KELLY: Columbia, South Carolina --
Columbia, Georgia [sic]. That's the city or surroundings,
was Columbia, Georgia.

Do I remember the time frame that the -- the
interview happened? Not per se. I just remember, you know,
them offering to send me, fly me up there for the lineup.
And they wanted to do a hypnosis so I can kind of recall the
individual's face. And I told them I just -- I don't think
I would relax enough to go through hypnosis at that time.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: All right. How did the
police get in contact with you when you were living in

Georgia regarding the lineup?

MS. KELLY: I guess the same way you did, you

know.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you remember anything
about that?

MS. KELLY: No.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay.

MS. KELLY: Other than it kind of

surprised -- that they had called me after all those years
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of the incident.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: How did you get from
Georgia to Raleigh to do the lineup?

MS. KELLY: I don't know if I drove home
because, you know, I could be with my family a little bit.
I might have drove. I think I might have drove.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Did you go by yourself?

MS. KELLY: Yeah. I was -- like I said, I
was very independent.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: All right. Now, I
understand that some of the detectives from Raleigh came and
interviewed you in person at Fort Benning, Georgia, in 1983.
The date that they have is September 26, 1983.

MS. KELLY: That might be true. If they
document that to be true, it might be true.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you remember that?

MS. KELLY: Maybe that was -- huh?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you remember that?

MS. KELLY: I think I do. You know -- you
know, you're talking to somebody who is not a person of
detail. I'm not detail-oriented to keeping facts. Facts,
to me, is like water going through a river -- here today,
gone tomorrow.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Uh-huh.

MS. KELLY: Reference to details, you know, I
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just deal for tomorrow, not for yesterday. A lot of people
is good at remembering facts. I'm -- I applaud them for
being able to remember details. But to me, I just don't
worry about it.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: So do you remember that
interview occurring?

MS. KELLY: Like I said, one of them --
sometime -- somebody wanted to do -- I think the first --
when I was in the military, they were saying that, with the
C -- the criminal -- the military police wanted to see me,
and that kind of shook me to my core, wondering why the
military police wanted to see me.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Uh-huh.

MS. KELLY: Because I was like, "What did I
do?" You know, I became an officer in the military, and I
couldn't figure out why the MPs wanted to see me.

So when I went to see the MPs, maybe the
people from Raleigh was there.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. Did that happen
before or after you went to a lineup in Raleigh?

MS. KELLY: That probably happened before.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: What makes you say that?

MS. KELLY: Because the last involvement I
had with the case was the last time, I say, before somebody

from y'all organization contact me was the last time that I
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was involved with this case.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Sorry. I didn't quite
catch that.

Could you say that again? The last
involvement -- what?

MS. KELLY: Was with the lineup in Raleigh,
was the last time before y'all contacted me.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. So did you do
hypnosis? Did you try?

MS. KELLY: No, I didn't try.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Oh, okay.

So going back to when you said the military
police contacted you, do you know now if that had to do with
the Raleigh Police Department wanting to talk to you?

MS. KELLY: Yes.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. So you do remember
that now?

MS. KELLY: Yes.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: All right.

MS. KELLY: Yes. Because they -- they was
just like the in-between person. They knew I was in the
military. I guess they contacted the MPs and the MPs
contacted me. And like I said, I was shocked that the MPs
wanted to speak to me. I was like totally -- I guess that's

why I couldn't get hypnotized because it, like -- it shook
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me to the core because, like I said, I had just got my
commission in the military, couldn't figure out why the MPs
wanted to talk to me. It made me so nervous.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: So when the MPs --

MS. KELLY: (Indiscernible).

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Correct me if I'm
understanding things wrong, but are you saying that, when
the military police contacted you, it turned out that
Raleigh -- people from Raleigh Police Department were there
in Georgia?

MS. KELLY: Well, I guess so. You said they
visited me.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: I'm just -- well, I --
that's what the reports indicate, but I want to make sure
that I understand what you remember.

MS. KELLY: I just remember that the MPs
contacted me, but the MPs was not the one that interviewed
me .

MS. BRIDENSTINE: And that happened before
you did that lineup in Raleigh?

MS. KELLY: The last one, yes.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: And --

MS. KELLY: So that might've been the --
yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Sorry. Go ahead. I didn't
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mean to cut you off.

MS. KELLY: No. It's just -- you know, it's
like over the years ago, you know. When you give me
details, it kind of -- my brains march to the surface. Like
I said, I don't just carry things with me about what
happened 30 years ago.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: All right. So going back
to the lineup, just walk me through what you remember about
how that came about.

MS. KELLY: No more than what you told me.
The MPs, the Raleigh people (indiscernible) in Columbia,
South Carolina. They either wanted me to come back or --
come back to Raleigh -- or I know I did go to Raleigh. What
I did is go to Raleigh from Georgia at least one time.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: And what do you remember
about that lineup?

MS. KELLY: Only thing I can remember, it was
the end part, when I told them this was not the guy I
described.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: And what -- did they say
anything to you about anyone who was in the lineup?

MS. KELLY: No. Well, they say he
committed -- that he confessed.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you remember when they

told you that?
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MS. KELLY: When I was leaving the building.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. Was anyone else from
Saint Augustine's College there the lineup? Like, did you
see any of the other girls or witnesses?

MS. KELLY: No. No.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: And do you remember
anything else about that lineup?

MS. KELLY: No.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you remember, like, what
time of year it was?

MS. KELLY: I'm trying to think, but -- it
might've been the fall, but I'm not sure.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. All right.

Oh, going back just to the incident itself,
do you remember Elvin Turner? She was Helena Payton's
roommate.

MS. KELLY: I just remember that, you know,
people hangs in cliques --

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Uh-huh.

MS. KELLY: -- and she had a clique. She had
a clique with her.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Were you a friend of hers?
Were you guys friends?

MS. KELLY: No.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Did you ever tell her that
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you saw a man coming out of Sarah Collins' and Alfreda
Hussey's dorm room --

MS. KELLY: No.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: -- five minutes before

Ms. Payton was stabbed?

MS. KELLY: I don't think so because the only

time I remember seeing the guy was -- what was your question
again?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Did you ever tell Elvin
Turner that you saw a man coming out of Sarah Collins' and
Alfreda Hussey's dorm room that morning five minutes before
Ms. Payton was stabbed?

MS. KELLY: No.

What I had said was I seen the guy walk down
the hall. And when he passed me, she -- what woke me up was
the scream. And when I went to the door and stood in the
doorway, he was walking down the hallway. And when he
passed me, she started screaming again.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Uh-huh.

MS. KELLY: So he had left -- he had passed
me going out the building, and my thought when he passed me,
again, was it was none of my business where he came from
because I didn't want to know. I don't even know what room
she was in. I just knew she was at the end of the hall. I

was on the other side of the hall because she -- they found
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her in the bathroom.
MS. BRIDENSTINE: Uh-huh.

MS. KELLY: I don't even know what room she

was in.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. Okay.

MS. KELLY: What part of the building
(indiscernible) was, what size the room, her -- what side of

the building her room was, the left side or the right side.

I just knew they found her in the bathroom. Because, like I
say, she -- she was on my floor, but it was, like, how many

other girls also was on my floor?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Uh-huh. Uh-huh.

Okay. Had you been up that morning before
you heard the screams?

MS. KELLY: No. I was sleeping good.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. Did anything unusual
happen the night before?

MS. KELLY: I probably -- probably -- I
remember being tired, trying to sleep late, because --
(indiscernible) did something because I was trying to sleep
in because her people that she hung around with would go to
breakfast.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Would go to what?

MS. KELLY: And they had to go --

Eat breakfast.
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And you had to go to the cafeteria to eat
breakfast.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Uh-huh.

MS. KELLY: And that means you had to get out
of your bed early enough to get there in time, and that's
one thing I hardly ever did, get up and go eat breakfast.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. Did that change in
the military?

MS. KELLY: So on -- huh?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Did that change in the
military?

MS. KELLY: No. No. No, it did not.

I was telling somebody recently that I was so
glad to be on my own time once I got out of the military, I
could sleep as late as I want.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Yeah.

MS. KELLY: No, I'm not a morning person.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. Well, I think that's
everything that I have.

Is there anything else that you can think of
that's important that we haven't gone over yet?

MS. KELLY: It depends. See, I have no idea
your objectives. I have no idea what your objective is.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Well, I just want to find

out the truth and find out what information you remember and
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that you have.

So I can't think of anything else that I want
to cover with you, but if you think of something -- like if
something comes up and you remember something else, just let
me know.

MS. KELLY: Well, it should be in the
records; right? Everything should be in the records?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Well, we have looked at all
the police reports that were created and written in this
case.

So just like I said, if you saw -- if you
remembered something and you thought -- and you think, "Oh,

I should, you know, let her know this," or, "I now remember
this detail," just feel free to reach out and let me know.

MS. KELLY: (Indiscernible) the same details
that's in the report, police report?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: 1I'm sorry?

MS. KELLY: Are you talking about the same
details that was part of the police report?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: No. Just if you just
happen to remember anything else yourself just now. I mean,
if -- if something happens and you think, "Oh, I remember

A

this now," and you think I should know --
MS. KELLY: I remember -- I remember what

happened and the fact that my roommate was standing beside
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me when he walked down the hall.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Uh-huh.

MS. KELLY: But because she was in her
underwear, she's left the door -- hallway. And I remember
they saying that they found his dashiki -- because he had a
dashiki on -- behind the building.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Uh-huh.

MS. KELLY: And they found his knife in the
rec room, but they could not pick up prints because it was a
room kind of -- you know, they couldn't pick up prints.

I remember running to the security booth to
try to get the security guard once I got on the first floor,
and nobody was in the security booth.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. All right.

So the hearing is scheduled for November 14th
through the 16th. That's Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday --
that's the week before Thanksgiving -- I am so sorry.

That's the Wednesday through Friday before Thanksgiving, not
the Monday through Wednesday.

So that's Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday,
14th, 15th, and 16th of November.

I know last time we talked, you had said that
you were willing to come up and testify at our hearing. I
will get in touch with you probably really soon, this week

or next week, to talk about arrangements for that.
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But do you have any questions about that
right now that I could answer?

MS. KELLY: No. I just need to let
management know my projected -- because we kind of like, in
a month in advance for schedule of -- you know, I work for
the government, and we have no clerical people. So someone
has to be (indiscernible) every day to process the mail and
checks that we get. And so we rotate it based on --
everybody is doing it, like, once a week. So management
likes to print it out a month in advance.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay.

MS. KELLY: And they (indiscernible) leave
requests so they can do the schedule around people's leave.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: All right. So let me talk
to my boss about that, and I would say if you can block off
that time, it's the 14th through the 16th, but we might be
able to give you a better idea of which day we would call
you or that we would need you.

So let me get in touch with my boss and talk
to her about that and then I can give you a call back on
Monday .

Would that work?

MS. KELLY: Yeah. The thing was -- I was
saying is if you decided that you needed me to come up

there, I was going to -- I have a sister still in North
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Carolina, and I was going to make arrangements to visit her
a couple of days before --

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay.

MS. KELLY: -- or after --

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay.

MS. KELLY: -- the trip because of the fact
that I don't get to see her that much, and our --
Thanksgiving, I will be here at (indiscernible) Florida. So
here's an opportunity to visit my family while I'm up there.
So I was going to request a week off.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay.

MS. KELLY: But I needed to know was it
necessary to request a week based on whether or not you
needed me or not.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Well, the dates of the
hearing are the 14th, 15th, and 16th. So those are the only
days where you would even possibly be called.

MS. KELLY: Okay. But I'm just saying I was
planning on doing the whole week, if I have to.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay.

MS. KELLY: Or two days -- okay.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: All right. All right.

Well, I will still get back to you and try
and firm up those details as soon as possible. Okay?

MS. KELLY: No problem.
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MS. BRIDENSTINE: All right. Thanks a lot.
MS. KELLY: Thank you.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Uh-huh. Bye.

MS. KELLY: Bye-bye.

(The recorded interview concluded.)
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CERTIFICATE OF TRANSCRIPT

This is to certify that the 29 pages of this
transcript of the recorded interview of Jackie Kelly was taken
on October 13, 2018, is a true and accurate transcript to the
best of my ability.

I further certify that I am not counsel for nor
related to any party or attorney, nor am I interested in the
results of this action.

This the 22nd day of October, 2018.

~

O P g

Victoria L. Pittman
AOC-Approved Transcriber
PO Box 47

Wake Forest, NC 27588
919.931.6222
toriRDR@gmail. com
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ANDREW MUNDAY: If I was interviewing a person
that was a suspect, again, I would try to develop some
kind of rapport with him in order to get him to talk,
you know. I -- I was never a person that was --

confronted a witness
Transcribed by Donna Rowe - ddrsteno@gmail.com
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or a suspect as hostile, you know, if I was trying to get

something from him.

MS. TANNER: Right. When you were -- and
going to use the word interrogating, but we can use
talking.

ANDREW MUNDAY: No problem.

MS. TANNER: -- talking to a suspect, did

purchase them food or take them for a haircut and a

I'm

the word

you ever

shave or

run errands with them in order to build that rapport?

ANDREW MUNDAY: Yes.
MS. TANNER: You did.
ANDREW MUNDAY: Yeah.

MS. TANNER: All three of those things?

ANDREW MUNDAY : I've never —- I don't remember

taking somebody to get a haircut, but I purchased some

Transcribed by Donna Rowe - ddrsteno@gmail.com
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MS. TANNER: So tell me a little bit -- because

you said he came with dreadlocks. Do you -- did he have

facial hair at the time when you were talking to him in the

'80s?

where Mr.

ANDREW MUNDAY : I think so.

MS. TANNER: Okay. Did you ever remember a time
Blackmon did not have facial hair?

ANDREW MUNDAY : I don't recall a time.

MS. TANNER: Okay. And the dreads, did he have

the dreads the whole time you were working with them or did

he eventually get rid of them?
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ANDREW MUNDAY: I think he had them the whole
time.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

ANDREW MUNDAY: I can't remember when we were in
court whether he had them or not, but I believe he did.

MS. TANNER: Okay. Was there ever a time when you
talked with him about going and getting the dreads cut off

or looking less scary?

ANDREW MUNDAY: James was —- even though he was a
street person, he was —-- he kept hisself clean. He would go
in public places and bathrooms and -- and -- and wash up at

the sink and all this kind of stuff. He properly did take
baths, but he -- he tried to keep himself clean. And it
seems like to me, we might have carried him one time to
get -- to get a haircut, but I can't swear to that out.

MS. TANNER: Okay. And why would you have carried
him to get a haircut? I know he had those dreads, but --

ANDREW MUNDAY: Just -- Jjust cooperating with
them.

MS. TANNER: Cooperating with him.

ANDREW MUNDAY: To win him over that much more.
We carried him to Lumberton for Thanksgiving --

MS. TANNER: Yeah, I saw that. I actually have
that —--

ANDREW MUNDAY: -- to be with his family.
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MS. TANNER: Okay. So here is -- this is
another -- another note. And I think I might be on -- I
don't know what Exhibit. I'm just going to call it 18 even
if I'm skipping around so I don't miss it. But this is an
11/5 note from Dorothea Dix. It's pages 142 and 143. You
can read the whole note. It kind of starts right here. But
Mr. Blackmon -- this is 11/5 and he's talking about that he
did to get a cut and he was well groomed. And that he said
"This is the new James Blackmon." Does that --

ANDREW MUNDAY: Yes.

MS. TANNER: -- does that refresh your

recollection?
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ANDREW MUNDAY: Very —-- very much.

MS. TANNER: Okay. Tell me what you remember now
about that.

ANDREW MUNDAY: I just I remember him getting
cleaned up and -- and he probably did get a haircut. And --
and he was calling himself "The new James Blackmon."

MS. TANNER: Okay.

ANDREW MUNDAY: "The good one."

MS. TANNER: And you had said that it's possible
that you guys took him to run that errand. Does this
refresh your recollection --

ANDREW MUNDAY: Yes.

MS. TANNER: -- now that you guys --

ANDREW MUNDAY : Pretty much.

MS. TANNER: -- took him?

ANDREW MUNDAY: Yeah.

MS. TANNER: Okay. You remember taking him; is
that right?

ANDREW MUNDAY: Yeah, I think so.

Transcribed by Donna Rowe - ddrsteno@gmail.com



Handout 33



STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF WAKE

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA,
Petitioner,

vs.

JAMES ANDREW BLACKMON,

Defendant.

This is the transcript of the recorded interview taken

of James Blackmon which was conducted by Catherine Matoian,

GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
FILE NUMBER 83 CRS 84695

TRANSCRIPT

Recorded Interview

Grant Staff Attorney, from the North Carolina Innocence

Inquiry Commission. The interview took place on May 14,

2014, at Maury Correctional Institute located in Maury,

North Carolina.

APPEARANCES:

Catherine Matoian,

Grant Staff Attorney

North Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission

P.O. Box 2448
Raleigh, NC 27602

Jasmon Walson, Grant Staff Investigator
North Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission

P.O. Box 2448
Raleigh, NC 27602
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PROCEEDTINGS

MCNEILL:

you remember me —-

MR.

MS.

BLACKMON:

MCNEILL:

Hi, Mr. Blackmon. How are you? Do

Yes.

-— from Prisoner Legal Services? I

know you've seen me in Harnett --

MR.

MS.

BLACKMON:

MCNEILL:

Well, this is

MS.

MS.

MATOIAN:

MCNEILL:

Yes, ma'am.

-- a couple times.
Ms. Matoian --
Matoian.

Matoian. I'm sorry. From the

Innocence Commission and this is one of their investigators.

And they wanted to ask you some questions and are going to

take a DNA sample.

MR.

BLACKMON:

found some (inaudible.)

MS.

MR.
on it.

MS.

MR.

MS.

MR.
was a garment

MS.

MCNEILL:

BLACKMON:

MCNEILL:

BLACKMON:

MCNEILL:

BLACKMON:

Yes, ma'am. Well, they said they

Uh-huh.

They found the dashiki with blood

Well.
(Inaudible.)
The Dashiki.

They said a garment -- they said it

that they found.

MCNEILL:

Yeah. Well, -- I -- I don't know

Transcribed by Donna Rowe - ddrsteno@gmail.com
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that they have found that. They --

MR. BLACKMON: Well, do they have that in my
records?

MS. MCNEILL: Well, I don't know that they have it
now, but they -- it's kind of standard procedure to get a
DNA sample in case they do come across that they --

MR. BLACKMON: They did come across it. In my --
my record, they said they found it.

MS. MCNEILL: Well, they —-- they found it back
then.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. MCNEILL: The problem is we don't know that
they still have it.

MR. BLACKMON: Well, they got that. They -- they
took all of my paperwork and destroyed everything I had.

MS. MCNEILL: When you moved here?

MR. BLACKMON: No. When I was -- when I was --
when they was coming to see me, the last thing they did,
they said they destroyed everything.

MS. MCNEILL: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: (Inaudible), everything I had.
They destroyed everything.

MS. MCNEILL: Well, the -- the good news is, I
have a copy of all the papers that I sent you --

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, yeah.
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MCNEILL: -- back and forth, so I -- I can

take care of that.

MR.

BLACKMON: But I'm saying though all my

original papers --

MS.

MR.
(inaudible) .

MS.
have a lot.

MR.

see my sister,

MS.

MR.

they were going down to talk to her.

I saw you.

MS.

MCNEILL: Okay.

BLACKMON: -- destroyed everything, my

They destroyed everything.

MCNEILL: Okay. Okay. Well, we -- I -- I

I have copies of a lot of stuff.

BLACKMON: You told me you were going to go

right?

MCNEILL: I -- I tried to write your sister.

BLACKMON: But I'm saying that you told me

That was the last time

MATOIAN: Well, it was one of the things we

wanted to talk about, getting in touch with some of your

family members.

MR.
were going to
MS.
this is a new
MR.

MS.

is not the group that you dealt with.

BLACKMON: Yeah. That's what they said they
do. Leave me lying in here forever, you know.
MCNEILL: Okay. Well, this is -- this is --

group of folks.
BLACKMON: Yes, ma'am.
MCNEILL: This is -- this is not the -- this

This is not the
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detectives from Raleigh.

MR. BLACKMON:

MS.

MCNEILL:

Yeah.

This is a -- this is -- this is a

group, a new group with the Innocence Commission. And they

just wanted to ask you some questions because they --

they're working on things and trying to see what they can

find.

MR. BLACKMON:

MS.

MCNEILL:

I understand.

And so they're gong to ask you a

couple of questions and take a DNA sample. And that's --

that's all they're -- that's what -- that's all they're here

to do today —--
MR.
MS.
you.
MR.
MS.
MR.

MS.

BLACKMON:

MCNEILL:

BLACKMON:

MATOIAN:

BLACKMON:

MATOIAN:

Okay.

-- is just get some information from

All right.
Okay. Hi, Mr. Blackmon.
Hi.

I was wondering if you remember when

you used to live in Binghamton, New York.

MR. BLACKMON:

MS.

with?

MR. BLACKMON:

with.

MATOIAN:

Yeah, I remember.

And who did you live in Binghamton

I had a girlfriend I was staying
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MS.
MR.
(phonetic) .

MS.

MATOIAN: Did you --

BLACKMON: Her name was Peggy McCall

MATOIAN: Did you have a -- did you have

family out there?

MR.

MS.
Binghamton?

MR.
all.

MS.
Florida-?

MR.

BLACKMON: Nah.

MATOIAN: Okay. Do you remember when you left

BLACKMON: No, ma'am. I don't remember at

MATOIAN: Do you remember ever being in

BLACKMON: Yes. I was there for -- for about

three days down there in Florida.

MS.

MATOIAN: And where were you at right before

you went to Florida?

MR.
Raleigh.

MS.

MR.
Erma Williams

She
her were work
(inaudible) .

MS.

BLACKMON: I was staying with my girlfriend in

MATOIAN: Girlfriend in Raleigh?

BLACKMON: Yeah. Her name was Erma Williams.
was her name.

-- at the -- at the time it happened, me and

at Black and Decker. But she wasn't

MATOIAN: Okay.
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MR. BLACKMON: I was working at Black and Decker,
Black and Decker.

MS. MATOIAN: Okay. So you went from Binghamton
to Raleigh to —--

MR. BLACKMON: ©No. I went from Binghamton to
North Carolina, Lumberton, North Carolina, to see my
grandma.

MS. MATOIAN: Is that in Lumberton?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah. Because my grandma -- mom
and grandma. My mother, she was blind at the time.

MS. MATOIAN: Okay. And then we were trying to
get in touch with a few of your family members just to ask
them a few questions. Ms. McNeill already gave me addresses
for your sister and your aunt.

MR. BLACKMON: Yes, ma'am.

MS. MATOIAN: I have a list of a few other people.
You may not know their addresses off the top of your head,
but any contact information, whether now or later, you can
provide to either me or Ms. McNeill would be really helpful.

MR. BLACKMON: Okay.

MS. MATOIAN: Okay. Is your mother still living?

MR. BLACKMON: Nah, she's dead.

MS. MATOIAN: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: My mother, grandma she dead, too.

MS. MATOIAN: Okay.
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MR.
locked up.
MS.
MR.
MS.
Linda Floyd,
MR.
MS.
MR.
MS.
MR.
and one named
MS.
James?
MR.
Blackmon.
MS.
What about a
MR.
MS.
MR.
Freddy Blackm
MS.
MR.

MS.

BLACKMON:

MATOIAN:

BLACKMON:

MATOIAN:

They died together since I've been

Okay. I'm sorry to hear that.
Yeah.

Aside from -- let's see. Aside from

do you have any other siblings?

BLACKMON:
MATOIAN:
BLACKMON:
MATOIAN:
BLACKMON:
Anthony.

MATOIAN:

BLACKMON:

MATOIAN:
man named
BLACKMON:
MATOIAN:
BLACKMON:
on.

MATOIAN:
BLACKMON:

MATOIAN:

What's that?
Do you have any other siblings?
What's that, siblings?
Brothers or sisters.
Yeah. Got a brother named James
Anthony Blackmon and James Blackmon.

You have another brother named

Yeah. And a brother named Anthony

James and Anthony Blackmon, okay.

Fred Hooker?

Who?
Fred Hooker.

Fred Hooker? My brother's name is

Freddy Blackmon?
(Inaudible.)

Okay. What about --
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MR. BLACKMON:

MS. MATOIAN:

MR. BLACKMON:
brother Freddy at.

MS. MATOIAN:

MR. BLACKMON:

MS. MATOIAN:
Thompson?

MR. BLACKMON:

I don't know where he at.
I'm sorry?

I said I don't know where my

You don't know where he's at?

Nobody know where he's at.

What about your friend Allen

Oh, yeah. He living over there

somewhere with -- I don't know where he live now.

MS. MATOIAN:

MR. BLACKMON:
from, Lumberton.

MS. MATOIAN:
your age?

MR. BLACKMON:

MS. MATOIAN:

Where did he used to live?

In Lumberton. That's where he

Lumberton. Okay. And is he about

Yeah.

Okay. What about do you have a

sister named Sharon Hooker?

MR. BLACKMON:

MS. MATOIAN:

MR. BLACKMON:

Who?
Sharon Hooker?

Yeah. Sharon. My sister's name is

Linda Floyd, Linda Blackmon and she got married to a guy and

now her name is Linda Floyd.

MS. MATOIAN:

MR. BLACKMON:

Linda Floyd. Okay.

Linda Floyd is my sister.
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10

MS. MATOIAN: Okay. And I know you have an aunt
named Shirley Jones. Do you have an aunt named Esteen
Hooker?

MR. BLACKMON: Who?

MS. MATOIAN: Esteen Hooker or Erstine.

MR. BLACKMON: She's dead. She's dead. Esteen,
she's dead.

MS. MATOIAN: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: Well, my aunt Shirley Hooker,
Shirley, her name is Shirley --

MS. MATOIAN: Jones.

MR. BLACKMON: She -- Shirley (inaudible) my aunt.

MS. MATOIAN: Okay. What about a friend named
Zedric Thompson?

MR. BLACKMON: Who? Oh, that -- that's his
brother that died.

MS. MATOIAN: Okay. He's deceased.

MR. BLACKMON: Allen Thompson's brother is dead.

MS. MATOIAN: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: Hey, they took all my -- all my
stuff, everything I had. My old case papers are all --
(inaudible). They destroyed everything (inaudible) it all.

MS. MCNEILL: Okay. I'm sorry. You know,
sometimes --

MR. BLACKMON: They destroyed everything.
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MS. MCNEILL: Sometimes that happens. I -- we —-
I have a copy of everything.

MR. BLACKMON: But I'm saying I have really little
chance because they destroyed all that stuff.

MS. MCNEILL: I understand. I understand and I --
and I'm -- I'm sorry that happened. And we can -- when you
get moved to another prison, if you want me to send you
another copy, I can.

MR. BLACKMON: I'm saying the copy that they sent
me, right --

MS. MCNEILL: Uh-huh.

MR. BLACKMON: -- a copy (inaudible) was my
original chance because they destroyed evidence.

MS. MCNEILL: Okay. Okay. I understand. I
understand. I'm sorry.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah. All right.

MS. MATOIAN: Do you have uncles named Sonny Jones
or William Jones?

MR. BLACKMON: Sonny Jones? Sonny Jones?

MS. MATOIAN: Would they be related to Shirley?

MR. BLACKMON: No. My aunt can tell you -- Sonny
-- Sonny Jones is Shirley -- Shirley Jones' husband.

MS. MATOIAN: Husband. Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: That's my aunt's boyfriend. That's

Shirley -- Shirley Jones -- Shirley Jones. That was her old
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man.

MS. MATOIAN: Okay. I just want to go back to
when you were living in Binghamton a little bit. I know
you said you lived with a girlfriend. Do you remember
living at the YMCA at all?

MR. BLACKMON: I never stayed at that YMCA in my
life.

MS. MATOIAN: Never --

MR. BLACKMON: Only (inaudible).

MS. MATOIAN: Okay. And that was in Binghamton?

MR. BLACKMON: Yes, ma'am.

MS. MATOIAN: Okay. Do you remember when you left
the YMCA at all?

MR. BLACKMON: I think I -- I can't remember that
all. 1It's been a good while since I left there and came
back to North Carolina.

MS. MATOIAN: Okay. And when you traveled in
those days, how did you travel?

MR. BLACKMON: By bus. Sometimes I walked.

MS. MATOIAN: Okay. And when you were living in
New York, did you receive any type of government assistance
like disability?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah. When I was in Binghamton,
New York, I was.

MS. MATOIAN: Was it disability or Social --
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MR. BLACKMON: Disability.

MS. MATOIAN: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: I was on medication in Binghamton
back then.

MS. MATOIAN: Okay. Were you ever in a mental
health facility when you lived in New York?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah. I got the meds by going
there.

MS. MATOIAN: Do you remember the name of it?

MR. BLACKMON: On The Hill. The place On The Hill
is what it's called because (inaudible) that's the only
institution they got in Binghamton.

MS. MATOIAN: They called it On The Hill?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah. They called it On The Hill,
yeah.

MS. MATOIAN: Okay. And that -- do you know if

that was around Binghamton or --

MR. BLACKMON: It -- it was in Binghamton.
MS. MATOIAN: In -- in Binghamton.
MR. BLACKMON: (Inaudible) and stuff.

MS. MATOIAN: Okay. Do you know somebody named
Debra Blackmon?

MR. BLACKMON: Who?

MS. MATOIAN: Debra Blackmon.

MR. BLACKMON: No. I got a Debra Sterling
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(inaudible) my girlfriend in Binghamton.

MS.

Binghamton,

MR.

MATOIAN: She was your girlfriend in

okay.

BLACKMON: Yeah. (Inaudible) Debra Sterling.

She had a baby by me, but she had a miscarriage.

MS.

MR.

MS.

MR.

miscarriage.

MS.

MATOIAN: Okay.
BLACKMON: Did you hear me?
MATOIAN: Can you say that again?

BLACKMON: She had a baby by me but she had a

MATOIAN: She had a miscarriage. Okay.

Have you had any contact with her since you've

been here?

MR.

MS.

MR.

that.

MS.

BLACKMON: No. This is a long time ago.
MATOIAN: Yeah.

BLACKMON: (Inaudible). I don't respond to

MATOIAN: Okay. All right. Mr. Blackmon, I

know you said they destroyed your papers. When you do go

back to your cell, if you can find or think of any addresses

for them.

MR.

MS.

BLACKMON: All of their addresses (inaudible).

MATOIAN: No address or anything, okay. Well,

if you happen to come across any, you can send them to

Ms. McNeill and she'll make sure they get to me, okay?

Transcribed by Donna Rowe - ddrsteno@gmail.com



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

MR. BLACKMON:

I don't have them. They're all

(inaudible) .

MS. MATOIAN: I understand. All right. I'm going
through the list.

Besides the -- the facility in Binghamton On the

Hill and Dorothea Dix,

can you think of any other mental

health facilities you've ever been a patient at?

MR. BLACKMON:
would have been a child then, 14.
MS.
MR.
MS.
MR.
MS.
MR.
MS.
MR.
MS.

MR.

to Rome,

MS.

MR.

too.

MATOIAN:

BLACKMON:

MATOIAN:

BLACKMON:

MATOIAN:

BLACKMON:

MATOIAN:

BLACKMON:

MATOIAN:

BLACKMON:

MATOIAN:

BLACKMON:

It's real nice.

MS.

MR.

MATOIAN:

BLACKMON:

I was in Rome State School. I
Rome State School.

Rome State School in Rome, New York?

In Rome. I stayed in Rome, yeah.
I know where Rome is.
Do you know where Rome is?
Uh-huh.
Have you ever been there?
Yup.
(Inaudible), too, you know.
Yes.
The doctors (inaudible). You been

I have, yes. And I'm from New York.

There's a place there (inaudible.)
It's very nice.

Yeah. I was in State School when I
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was going to school. (Inaudible.)

MS. MATOIAN: Okay. All right, Mr. Blackmon. I
think that's all the questions that I have. I'm going to
get one of the guards to figure out how we're going to
collect a buccal swab with you and Ms. McNeill will be right
next to me explaining anything that you have any questions
about, okay?

MR. BLACKMON: Yes, ma'am.

MS. MATOIAN: All right. Let me go find someone.

MR. BLACKMON: Hey, I gotta wait about 90 days
here (inaudible) jail.

MS. MATOIAN: Can you say that again?

MR. BLACKMON: I said I had to wait about 90 days
before I could (inaudible) old camp.

MS. MATOIAN: Oh, okay.

MR. BLACKMON: That what they told me.

MS. MATOIAN: So you're here for 90 more days?

MR. BLACKMON: 90 more days, yeah.

MS. MATOIAN: Okay. All right. Let me --

MS. MCNEILL: So how are you doing?

MR. BLACKMON: I'm (inaudible.) They destroyed
all my stuff.

MS. MCNEILL: Yeah.

MR. BLACKMON: They destroyed everything.

MS. MCNEILL: I understand. I --— I know. I'm
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sorry that that happened. So -- but you're hoping to go
back to Harnett?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah. 1I'll try to go back there.
Or if not there, Raleigh.

MS. MCNEILL: Or Raleigh, to Central?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah. You know something, all the
papers I had when I was sent to prison, all my papers and
stuff, they took all of my things, even (inaudible),

because, you know, ain't going to worry about it.

MS. MCNEILL: No. Yeah. There's -- there's --
there's nothing -- nothing we can do about it.

MR. BLACKMON: (Inaudible.)

MS. MCNEILL: But if -- if you get back there and

you want copies of stuff, let me know.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah. But by losing (inaudible) I
had, my personal papers that I had, they destroyed
everything.

MS. MCNEILL: I'm sorry. I'm sorry.

MR. BLACKMON: They -- even all the paperwork that
they gave me, what they gave me. (Inaudible) all that's
destroyed.

MS. MCNEILL: Okay. Okay. Well, I'm sorry that
happened.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. MCNEILL: Are you still -- are you continuing
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to see your doctor?

(inaudible)

Harnett?

MR. BLACKMON:

medication.
MS. MCNEILL:
MR. BLACKMON:
MS. MCNEILL:
MR. BLACKMON:
MS. MCNEILL:
MR. BLACKMON:
MS. MCNEILL:
MR. BLACKMON:
MS. MCNEILL:
MR. BLACKMON:
MS. MCNEILL:
MR. BLACKMON:
MS. MCNEILL:
MS. MATOIAN:

can keep chatting.

they're going to take a

MS.

MS.

MCNEILL:

MATOIAN:

have two Q-tips.

MR. BLACKMON:

MS.

MATOIAN:

18

Yes, ma'am. They got me on
Okay.

Make me feel a little better.
And so you're feeling better?
Yeah.
That's good.

It keeps me from hallucinating.
It keeps you from what?

From hallucinating, seeing things.
Oh, I see, yeah.

(Inaudible.)
Yeah. Were you hallucinating at
Yeah.
Yeah.

I'm sorry.

It's going to be a few minutes so we

I think what they're going to do is
-- a swab, like gigantic Q-tip.
This is the kit. We're going to

Ma'am?

Two Q-tips are in here and then I'm
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19

swab the inside of both of your cheeks.

MR. BLACKMON: Yes, ma'am.

MS. MATOIAN: It will take two seconds.

MR. BLACKMON: All right. Where, inside my mouth.

MS. MATOIAN: Huh?

MR. BLACKMON: 1Inside my mouth?

MS. MCNEILL: Yeah. She'll -- she's -- she's just
going to -- you'll just open your mouth and she'll just --

it won't hurt

MR.

MS.

MS.

MS.

or anything.

BLACKMON:

MATOIAN:

MCNEILL:

MATOIAN:

take two seconds.

MR.

BLACKMON:

have I been locked up?

MS.

MR.

MS.

MR.

MS.

MR.

MCNEILL:

BLACKMON:

MCNEILL:

BLACKMON:

MATOIAN:

BLACKMON:

long time here.

MS.

to —-

MATOIAN:

My mouth is dry though. It's dry.
Okay. That's all right.
That's fine.

That will be okay. It will just

Yes, ma'am. Hey, I mean how long

Huh?

How long have I been locked up?
What?

How long have I been locked up?
Almost 30 years.

Almost 30 years. Damn. That's a

Very long time. Now, I do you want
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MR. BLACKMON: Hey, you know something, that guy
that did -- (inaudible) run on up to him and was beating him
up, they got the same case almost like.

MS. MATOIAN: What guy?

MR. BLACKMON: That young (inaudible) that they
got all the (inaudible) at Dorothea Dix. I don't remember
his name.

MS. MCNEILL: Somebody at Dorothea Dix?

MR. BLACKMON: The young man that got all that
money from (inaudible). Now he got the same (inaudible) and
he got the same case I got.

MS. MCNEILL: The young guy that went to Dorothea
Dix?

MR. BLACKMON: The young -- young (inaudible) at
Dix. We got the same case, everything. (Inaudible),
everything. They tried to (inaudible).

MS. MCNEILL: Okay.

MS. MATOIAN: Do you remember what his name was?

MR. BLACKMON: Nah. I just know he got a -- he
got (inaudible), but I can't say his name though.

MS. MATOIAN: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: I remember he had the same
(inaudible) as me, everything. The same thing.

MS. MATOIAN: Okay. I should have done this

before I started talking and I apologize, but just I know
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she explained a little bit who we are. I just want to make
sure I tell you. Like she said, we work for the North
Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission. And I know you two
spoke about asking us to investigate your case, so your case
is under investigation with us. And we're a neutral state
agency, which means that we don't represent you and we don't
represent the State. We just look at the facts and the
truth and that's it.

MR. BLACKMON: All right.

MS. MATOIAN: So just want to make sure you
understand that.

MR. BLACKMON: I do. Thank you.

MS. MATOIAN: Okay. Anytime you have -- I don't
know if they'll let me give you my business card -- anytime
you have questions, if you want to write to her or you can
write directly to us.

MR. BLACKMON: I have somebody else. I can't
write, read or write.

MS. MATOIAN: Uh-huh. I understand.

MS. MCNEILL: Do you have somebody here who can --

MR. BLACKMON: I need to try to find somebody.

I'm on the block now.
MS. MCNEILL: Okay. Okay.
MR. BLACKMON: When I come off the block, I'll

find somebody.
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MS.
MR.
MS.
while you're
MR.
yeah.
MS.
MR.
MS.
MR.

MS.

22

MCNEILL: Okay.
BLACKMON: You (inaudible).

MCNEILL: Okay. Do you want me to write you

here or —--

BLACKMON: Yeah. Let's see if (inaudible),

MCNEILL: Okay.
BLACKMON: (Inaudible.)
MCNEILL: Huh?

BLACKMON: You write me.

MCNEILL: Okay. I'll write you. I just

didn't know if you wanted me to wait until you were out of

lockup, but I
MR.
MS.
MR.

MS.

-— I can —-

BLACKMON: (Inaudible.)
MCNEILL: Okay.
BLACKMON: (Inaudible.)

MCNEILL: Okay. I'll write you when I get

back to the office this week.

MR.

MS.

MR.

MS.

MR.

MS.

MR.

BLACKMON: All right. Thank you.

MCNEILL: I'll send you a letter.

BLACKMON: (Inaudible) big capital letters.
MCNEILL: I will.

BLACKMON: (Inaudible.)

MCNEILL: Okay.

BLACKMON: I've been locked up for 30 years?
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I've been locked up 30 years?

MS.

MR.

it

MS.

MATOIAN:

BLACKMON:

MATOIAN:

Almost 30 years.

Damn. That's a long time, isn't

Yes. How long have you been in

Maury? How long have you been here?

MR. BLACKMON:

MS.

this?

MR.

MS.

MR.

MATOIAN:

BLACKMON:

MCNEILL:

BLACKMON:

was at Raleigh.

MS.

MR.

(inaudible) .

MS.

MR.

MS.

medication?

MR.

MS.

better now?

MR. BLACKMON:

everything (inaudible),

MATOIAN:

BLACKMON:

MCNEILL:

BLACKMON:

MCNEILL:

BLACKMON:

MCNEILL:

About almost three months.

And what camp were you at before

Where was it I was at?
You were at Harnett.

It was Harnett. Okay. And then I

You were at Central?

Yeah. My things showed up after

Okay. Were you --
It was real bad.

Were you having problems with your

(Inaudible), yeah.

But you're feeling -- things are

Yeah. They took all the sheet and

everything was pulled out.
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(Inaudible.)
MS.
MR.
MS.

MR.

MATOIAN: Is that better now?
BLACKMON: 1It's getting better now.
MATOIAN: That's good.

BLACKMON: They were big, too. (Inaudible)

that big. They don't (inaudible).

MS.
MR.
said 30 years
MS.

MR.

MATOIAN: Okay.

BLACKMON: Hey, I know that -- I thought you
or 30 years?

MATOIAN: Almost 30 years.

BLACKMON: Damn. That's —-- that's a life

sentence. That's what it is. 30 years. That's pulling

time, you know that?

MS.
MR.
MS.
MR.
MS.
MR.
(Inaudible.)
MS.

MS.

MCNEILL: So did you like Central? Did you --
BLACKMON: (Inaudible.) It was all right.
MCNEILL: There's --

BLACKMON: (Inaudible) camp like (inaudible).
MCNEILL: At Harnett, yeah.

BLACKMON: (Inaudible) as Central.

MCNEILL: Uh-huh.

MATOIAN: They're just having us wait until

the other inmates finish their visitation so that way they

can bring you

MR.

out there and we'll do the swab then.

BLACKMON: Hey, (inaudible)?
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MS. MATOIAN: Can you say that again?

MR. BLACKMON: They lied to me so much they had me
lying on myself.

MS. MATOIAN: Who did, the police?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. MATOIAN: What did they lie to you about?

MR. BLACKMON: They me saying that they said I did
it. I was all messed up back then. I didn't know what was
going on. (Inaudible.)

Hey, when you find that guy, the one that did all
that (inaudible), he got the same (inaudible) as me.

MS. MATOIAN: When you say "the same," do you mean
the same circumstances or the same case?

MR. BLACKMON: Same circumstances, yeah.
Everything. Everything.

MS. MATOIAN: Do you remember anything about this
man?

MR. BLACKMON: I can't remember his name, but I
know that he's -- the cops, they gave him a whole lot of
money to disappear up there (inaudible).

MS. MATOIAN: They gave him money to disappear, is
that what you said?

MR. BLACKMON: No, ma'am. They had to pay him for
all the wrong that they did to him.

MS. MATOIAN: Okay.
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MR. BLACKMON: Actually, they paid him
(inaudible) . He.

MS. MATOIAN: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: He's the only bad guy (inaudible)
paid. They tried to (inaudible). He got the same
(inaudible) as me (inaudible).

MS. MATOIAN: Okay.

MS. MCNEILL: Okay.

MS. MATOIAN: Let me --

MR. BLACKMON: They had me lying on myself. I
feel a little bit better now.

MS. MATOIAN: That's good.

MR. BLACKMON: (Inaudible) a little bit. I didn't
(inaudible) .

MS. MATOIAN: That's good.

MR. BLACKMON: I wrote my sister (inaudible.)
They told her a bunch of lies.

MS. MCNEILL: Oh, okay. Well, I gave them the
addresses that you gave me for your sister.

MR. BLACKMON: You gave them (inaudible).

MS. MCNEILL: And -- and Ann.

MR. BLACKMON: (Inaudible.)

MS. MCNEILL: I'm sorry, why didn't I go talk
to —-

MR. BLACKMON: No. I said (inaudible) see my
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sister (inaudible) and they told me a bunch of lies.

MS. MCNEILL: Yeah. Well, I'm -- yeah, I'm sorry
about that.

MR. BLACKMON: I thank you (inaudible).

MS. MCNEILL: Huh?

MR. BLACKMON: I thank you for that you're doing
for me.

MS. MCNEILL: Well, I -- you know, I'm happy to
help if I can.

MR. BLACKMON: Yes, ma'am. 30 years is a lot of
time. Damn. That's a long time, ain't it? They said
(inaudible) life sentence. They said that 25 to life. All
the things that they did (inaudible). Then they sent me --
they said your max life sentence.

MS. MCNEILL: Well, I think you had been eligible
for parole and, you know, unfortunately you haven't gotten
-- they haven't granted you parole. So that's why --

MR. BLACKMON: So I max —-- max sentence
(inaudible) ?

MS. MCNEILL: Huh?

MR. BLACKMON: Are the max sentences (inaudible)?

MS. MCNEILL: Not automatically. You may or you
may not get parole. And you have to stay in until -- on a
life sentence, you have to stay in until you get parole.

MR. BLACKMON: How long is a life sentence?
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MS. MCNEILL: It's life, unfortunately.

MR. BLACKMON: I got 25 years.

MS. MCNEILL: There's -- not -- not under what
you're sentenced under. There's -- there's parole
eligibility. And then on life sentences, if you don't get
parole, then you --

MR. BLACKMON: Well, (inaudible).

MS. MCNEILL: Huh?

MR. BLACKMON: Is (inaudible) eligibility?

MS. MCNEILL: I think you are, but I'm not sure,
but I believe you are.

MR. BLACKMON: Who (inaudible)?

MS. MCNEILL: Huh?

MR. BLACKMON: Look into that inaudible?

MS. MCNEILL: Okay. I will.

MR. BLACKMON: That time went by fast.

MS. MCNEILL: It went by fast?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. MCNEILL: So what -- what do you like about
Harnett County? What -- what do you like about the camp
where you were?

MR. BLACKMON: It was all right.

MS. MCNEILL: Yeah.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah. I was getting confused when

I was there (inaudible) just (inaudible) medication.
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MS.

MR.

MS.

MR.

MS.

29

MCNEILL: Okay. So is that --
BLACKMON: (Inaudible.)
MCNEILL: -- 1is that why --
BLACKMON: (Inaudible.)

MCNEILL: Is that why you got moved to

Central, because you were confused?

MR.

MS.

MR.

MS.

MR.

BLACKMON: Yeah. And I suffered from --
MCNEILL: Yeah.

BLACKMON: Yeah. I think it was (inaudible).
MCNEILL: Yeah.

BLACKMON: (Inaudible) and everything

(inaudible) my sister out for (inaudible).

MS.

MR.

four months,

MS.

MR.

MS.

MR.

MS.

MR.

(inaudible) .

MS.

better.

MR.

MCNEILL: Oh.

BLACKMON: I stayed up there about three of

two, three months getting treatment.

MCNEILL: Okay.

BLACKMON: And it was -- 1t was bad, too.
MCNEILL: Yeah.

BLACKMON: I feel much better now.
MCNEILL: Well, that --

BLACKMON: You know, I'm sick and all

MCNEILL: Well, I -- I'm glad you're feeling

BLACKMON: Yeah. I feel -- my thinking is
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better, too. My mind feels better.

MS. MCNEILL: Good.

MR. BLACKMON: Because they had to let the mind
(inaudible). All I know is with that medicine (inaudible)
get it, I don't do that no more. I don't -- (inaudible)
nobody, I take it by myself.

MS. MCNEILL: You take 1it?

MR. BLACKMON: I don't get it, but I take it by

myself.
MS. MCNEILL: Yeah. Well, that -- that's wise.
MS. MATOIAN: They just have to search him once
they're -- they get him out of the room, so...

MR. BLACKMON: Hey, my girlfriend, she
(inaudible), she know when I was working at Black and
Decker.

FEMALE: You can have -- you can have the
(inaudible) --

MS. MATOIAN: Okay.

FEMALE: -- as soon as he gets finished and I'l1l
bring him around so (inaudible).

MS. MATOIAN: Great. Thank you so much.

FEMALE: You're welcome.

MR. BLACKMON: Me and my girlfriend worked at
Black and Decker (inaudible.)

MS. MCNEILL: You and Erma Williams working at
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Black and Decker?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah. She married this guy
(inaudible) .

MS. MCNEILL: Oh, do you -- do you keep in touch

with her at all?

MR. BLACKMON: No. We won't talking -- talk
(inaudible) . She don't even (inaudible). That was my girl.
She got offended by two (inaudible). I haven't seen her
(inaudible) .

MS. MCNEILL: Oh, okay. Do you know who she
married? Do you know her last --

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah. She got married to this one
guy (inaudible).

MS. MCNEILL: Do you know what her -- her last
name is?

MR. BLACKMON: No, ma'am. Back then her name was

Erma Williams. She married a guy called Tim Goldston
(phonetic). She's married to the Goldston. She
(inaudible) .

MS. MCNEILL: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: She's married to Tim Goldston.

MS. MCNEILL: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: Okay. And I think at the time it
was Erma Williams -- (inaudible) Williams.

MS. MCNEILL: Okay.
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MR. BLACKMON: Yeah. She's married to somebody
else now.

MS. MCNEILL: Okay. Okay.

MS. MATOIAN: They just have one more inmate and
then we'll go ahead and do the swab.

MR. BLACKMON: Yes, ma'am. That's a long damn
time, I know that.

Hey, somebody told me when that see (inaudible) in
that room where the girl got killed at, they said it was a
(inaudible), right? Remember?

MS. MCNEILL: Yeah. I -- I -- I mean I remember
that the dorm had a lot of floors.

MR. BLACKMON: But for some reason I was on the
third floor.

MS. MCNEILL: Huh?

MR. BLACKMON: (Inaudible) they didn't take me on
the second, they took me on the third floor.

MS. MCNEILL: Oh, okay.

MR. BLACKMON: (Inaudible.)

MS. MCNEILL: Yeah. We -- I know. I know that
you were very confused then about everything, so...

MS. MATOIAN: So you never remember going to
St. Augustine's University?

MR. BLACKMON: (Inaudible.) I know the only time

that I ever been over there the police took me there. It's
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still -- it's still vague. I don't know how to get there.

I have never been there in my life, never.

Hey, at the time, I used to wear turban out there

on the streets and -- it's all mixed up.

MS. MATOIAN: Did you wear dashiki shirts?

MR. BLACKMON: Yes, ma'am. I usually have a
uniform that had a cape on it and stuff. (Inaudible.)
Yeah. When we took it to court, went to the county jail,
had so much room, we had to bring it back. I guess people

were getting on them about their uniform and all.

(Inaudible), I was looking good. (Inaudible.) I couldn't
get back in my uniform no more. I couldn't get back in it
no more.

MS. MATOIAN: All right. They're ready to do the

swab now, so they're going to come get you.

MR. BLACKMON: All right.

MS. MATOIAN: (Inaudible.)

MS. MCNEILL: Can I help you with anything?

MS. MATOIAN: If you want to carry that box,
that'd be awesome. Thank you.

(Pause.)

MS. MCNEILL: Who is the hearing (inaudible)?

MS. MATOIAN: 1It's for -- it's not one of my

cases, but for another person's case. It's going before the

Commission.
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MS.

MS.

MS.

MCNEILL: Oh, okay.
MATOIAN: Where is the box? There's the box.

MCNEILL: (Inaudible.) How are you?

FEMALE: Good. How are you?

MS.
MS.
MS.
they bringing
MS.
MS.
(inaudible.)
MS.
MS.
them on?
MS.
MS.
MS.
MS.
MS.
MR.
MS.
MR.
MS.
MR.

MS.

MCNEILL: (Inaudible.) Right there?
MATOIAN: Yeah. Sorry. (Inaudible.)
MCNEILL: Are we -- oh, we're going in. Are
him --

MATOIAN: Oh, (inaudible).

MCNEILL: Yeah. I was going to say

MATOIAN: (Inaudible.)

MCNEILL: You got it? You're putting both of

MATOIAN: Huh?

MCNEILL: You're going to put both of them on?
MATOIAN: Both what?

MCNEILL: Swabs.

MATOIAN: Yes.

BLACKMON: My mouth is a little dry.

MCNEILL: That's okay.

BLACKMON: Got some water --

MCNEILL: It will -- it will work.

BLACKMON: All right.

MATOIAN: Like I said, Mr. Blackmon, we're
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just going to get a swab on the inside your cheek.

MR. BLACKMON: (Inaudible.)

MS. MATOIAN: I'm going to do this one first.
Okay. Now this one.

MR. BLACKMON: (Inaudible.)

MS. MATOIAN: I'm just going to let them dry for a
second before we put them in the box.

MR. BLACKMON: 1I've never seen that girl never in
my life (inaudible).

MS. MATOIAN: All right.

MR. BLACKMON: Do I need to sign something?

MS. MATOIAN: ©No, you don't need to sign anything.

MR. BLACKMON: Okay then. Are you Italian-?

MS. MATOIAN: Armenian.

MR. BLACKMON: Armenian. Oh, (inaudible). That's
over in India somewhere.

MS. MATOIAN: It's by Turkey.

MR. BLACKMON: Turkey. Yeah, yeah. Armenian.
Got a lot of Muslims in (inaudible).

MS. MATOIAN: No, it's mostly Christian.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah. Yeah, Christian (inaudible).

MALE: Are you all done?

MS. MCNEILL: Yes. I think (inaudible).

MS. MATOIAN: Yes. We're all done. Thank you so

much, Mr. Blackmon.
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MR. BLACKMON: Okay. Thank you.

MS. MATOIAN: I just need to get --
MS. MCNEILL: 1I'll send you a letter.
MR. BLACKMON: Yes, ma'am.

FEMALE : (Inaudible.)

MS. MCNEILL: Throw them away?

FEMALE: Uh-huh. Be fine. (Inaudible.)

MS. MATOIAN: Sorry. I'm going to stop this tape

and I'm done.

MS. MCNEILL: Are you going to turn this off?

MS. MATOIAN: Yeah.

(End of recording.)
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MS.
MS.
MS.

nice to meet y

MS.
well.

MS
Bridenstine.

MS.

MS.

MS.
Blackmon.

MS.
Blackmon.

MR.

ma'am? Pretty
MS.
MR.
MS.
MR.
MS.
MS.
MR.

MS.

PROCEEDTINGS

TANNER: Good morning.
MCNEILL: Beth McNeill.
TANNER: I'm Beth Tanner. Hi,
ou.

MCNEILL: Nice to meet you as

BRIDENSTINE: Hi, I'm Julie

MCNEILL: Hi, Beth McNeill.
BRIDENSTINE: Nice to meet you.

MCNEILL: And this is James

TANNER: Good morning, Mr.

BLACKMON: How are you doing,
good.

TANNER: May I shake your hand?
BLACKMON: Yes, ma'am.

TANNER: I'm Beth.

BLACKMON: Yeah, thank you.
TANNER: Nice to meet you.
BRIDENSTINE: Hi, I'm Julie.
BLACKMON: Hi, Julie, thank you.

BRIDENSTINE: Nice to meet you.
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MS. TANNER: Now, Mr. Blackmon, I will
sit down here because Julie is going to be asking
most of the questions, okay?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: All right. Let me
get set up.

MR. BLACKMON: You got your tape
control on?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Yeah.

MS. TANNER: Yeah. Yes, sir, we did.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: We are taping this.

MR. BLACKMON: (Indiscernible) give
one copy so I can have something to look to
verify that you all came -- a copy of whatever
you got to do for me, do. I mean, I'd like to
have a notary (sic) of it, a copy of it.

MS. MCNEILL: If he signed something,
a release, he would like to get a copy of what he
signs.

MS. TANNER: Yes, sir. So if you sign
a release or something today, though, I'm not
sure that we're planning to do that. 1I'll
double-check with Julie. We can get you, I
think, a copy of the release that you'wve signed.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Yeah, yeah.

MS. TANNER: But --
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MS. BRIDENSTINE: And we can send that
to you maybe and --

MS. MCNETILL: Sure.

MS. TANNER: And facilitate that.

MS. MCNETILL: Sure.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: All right. And this
is my card.

MR. BLACKMON: Is this Raleigh?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: We are in Raleigh.
We're with the North Carolina Innocence Ingquiry
Commission.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: We're investigating
your innocence claim. We are a neutral State
agency, and what that means is that we do not
represent you. This is, you know -- your
attorney, Ms. McNeill, she's here to represent
you. We do not represent the State. We're not
prosecutors. We're just looking for the truth,
and so we're here to ask you some questions about
your case -—-

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: -- go over some
things with you. We just ask you to be

completely honest with us --
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MR. BLACKMON: Yes.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: -- to tell us
everything that you know. If you have any
questions, you can ask them. If you don't
understand something, please stop me and let me
know.

MR. BLACKMON: All right.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: We don't want you to
guess at anything either, so if you don't
remember something or you don't know the
answer -—-

MR. BLACKMON: Say I don't remember,
yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: -- just let us know.

MR. BLACKMON: All right.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: All right? You
talked to Catee Matoian about four years ago, so
someone with my office came by and spoke to you.

MR. BLACKMON: Who's that?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you remember a
Catee Matoian-?

MR. BLACKMON: I don't remember that,
no.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. She came back

in 2014.
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MR. BLACKMON: No, I don't remember
her.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: But she also works
with our agency and talked to you about your case
before. I do have some forms and things to go
over with you. And the reason we're asking you
to sign these forms is just to see if we can get
any information about any income you might have
had or disability claims you might have made with
the Social Security Administration in both North
Carolina and with the federal government, all
right. So there are some forms.

How are you feeling today?

MR. BLACKMON: I'm feeling pretty
good.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. Are you
taking any medication currently?

MR. BLACKMON: Yes, I am, yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: What are you taking?

MR. BLACKMON: I don't know the name
of it. I know it's about 13 pills. I know it's
a whole lot of it, I know that.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: You take 13 pills a
day?

MR. BLACKMON: A day, yeah, 13 pills a
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day and about five or six at night. And then
they medication me down. That's too much
medicine.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: All right. How do
they make you feel?

MR. BLACKMON: Some make me feel
drowsy. Some had me hearing voices, but I don't
be talking to the voices, though. That's about
it.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: And then sometimes
you're hallucinating a little bit, too, off the
medication.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. Are you
hearing any voices right now?

MR. BLACKMON: No. I don't hear
nothing now. It's only when I'm in my room when
it's quiet and silent.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: I hear them, but I
don't talk to them, though.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: All right. Are any
of the medications that you're taking, do you
think they affect your memory of things?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah. I believe --
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yeah, a little
yeah.
MS.
MR.

bit, yeah, a little bit they do,

BRIDENSTINE: What --

BLACKMON: I have medication

called a psyche medication.

MS.
MR.
that makes me
MS.
Let's go over
MS.
MS.
MR.
down your way?
MS.
MS.
not as much as
MR.
(indiscernible
MS.
MR.
MS.
County, which
Raleigh, it wa

flooding.

BRIDENSTINE: Uh-huh.

BLACKMON: And that's something

hearing voices and stuff.

BRIDENSTINE: Okay. All right.
the forms first.

TANNER: Yes.

BRIDENSTINE: All right.
BLACKMON: Did that storm come

TANNER: It did a little bit.

BRIDENSTINE: It did, but probably
it did here.

BLACKMON: Yeah. About like
) How much water about?
BRIDENSTINE: Where I live?
BLACKMON : Yeah.
BRIDENSTINE: Which is Chatham

is, you know, 40 minutes away from

s okay, but Monday we had some
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MR. BLACKMON: Oh, through the houses
and stuff (indiscernible)? It wasn't that bad,
huh?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: No. Some of the
creeks got too high.

MR. BLACKMON: Oh, they got too
everything going down lower.

MS. TANNER: Yes. Everything is --

MR. BLACKMON: They've cleared up,
yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Yeah, yeah. What
about here? How did you guys do here?

MR. BLACKMON: We didn't get nothing
here.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: No? Okay.

MS. TANNER: That's good.

MR. BLACKMON: (Indiscernible) drown.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Yeah. Well, they
were thinking it was going to hit here pretty
hard.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, but now it
didn't, though.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: All right. This
form is for -- it's going to the North Carolina

Department of Commerce, Division of Employment
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Security. It's just to ask for any employment
information that you might have. It may not be
able to go back to the time period of this case.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: I don't think that
it will, but we're going to try just to say that
we made efforts to do that. I can fill this out
later, but we're just going to have -- we're
going to put your information here, and then the
request for signature, just need to sign it here
and then the date, and I think that one should be
fine. So —--

MS. TANNER: So this is an example of
a form that when you sign it, we get it all
filled out --

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. TANNER: -- we'll give a copy to
Ms. McNeill and then she can give you a copy,
okay?

MR. BLACKMON: Where do I sign it?
Right here?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Sign right there.
Yes.

(PAUSE)

MS. BRIDENSTINE: All right. And I
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can date it for you, actually.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Just look at those
and just make sure you've got everything.

MS. MCNEILL: All right. And then
this one --

MR. BLACKMON: Why did it take so long
to get people out of the penitentiary when they
can't find you guilty?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Why what?

MR. BLACKMON: Why did it take so long
to getting you out of the penitentiary when they
can't find him guilty?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Find --

MR. BLACKMON: Find -- why did it take
so long to get someone out of the penitentiary
when they can't find (indiscernible)?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Oh. Well, you know,
our agency, we're the only one in the country,
and we started -- I think we were finally first
operational in 2008, but post-conviction cases
can take a long time to investigation.

MR. BLACKMON: But mine can take about
a year or something-?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: About what?

MR. BLACKMON: About a year
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investigating --

MS. MCNEILL: I think he -- I think,
Mr. Blackmon, we were discussing earlier a little
bit about the process --

MS. TANNER: Sure.

MS. MCNEILL: -- and how long it
takes. And I know that we're going to the -- you
all are presenting before the Commission in early
November.

MS. TANNER: Yes.

MS. MCNEILL: And then kind of maybe
what happens, how long it takes to get a decision
and --

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Oh, how long --

MS. MCNEILL: Yeah.

MS. TANNER: $So usually in the
hearing, so we can have cases open for
investigation. That's kind of what we're doing
right now and coming to talk to you and some
other folks. That can take years, but now your
case 1s scheduled for a hearing in front of what
we would call the full Commission, so we just
work for the Commission. We're just the staff
people. We go do the work, but the Commissioners

are the people who listen to your case.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

13

MR. BLACKMON: What do I do? I will
see them, though, and talk to them?

MS. TANNER: You will get a chance to
talk to them. You don't sit through the whole
hearing, so it's different than court. You don't
sit through the whole hearing because we're
neutral. We don't -- you know, it's not an
argument. It's just a presentation. And yours
is set for November 14th, 15th, and 16th, right
before Thanksgiving.

MR. BLACKMON: What's the month today?
What month is it today?

MS. TANNER: So it would be a
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, okay.

MR. BLACKMON: Oh.

MS. TANNER: And we are sending Ms.
McNeill, but she'll have a conference about the
case right before it goes --

MR. BLACKMON: Oh.

MS. TANNER: -- so it hasn't happened
yet, okay.

MR. BLACKMON: Oh, uh-huh.

MS. TANNER: And then we'll let her
know about which of those days we'll call you to

come and talk to the commissioners, okay?
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MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. TANNER: And --

MR. BLACKMON: I mean, will it be here
or I have to go to Raleigh?

MS. TANNER: We'll probably have to --
you'll probably going up to Raleigh, but we just
don't know yet. Sometimes we do it by video
conference. Most of the times with the claimant
we bring them if they can be moved, okay?

MR. BLACKMON: Okay.

MS. TANNER: But now there's some
details with that that just aren't ready yet, but
we will be talking with your lawyer about that,
okay, and how that would look for you.

At the hearing, they hear all kinds of
evidence. You won't get to see all the things
that they hear. And then after they usually do
the deliberations right at the end of the
hearing.

MR. BLACKMON: Excuse me. I've been
trying to get my transcript.

MS. TANNER: For?

MR. BLACKMON: My regular transcript
was that long back then, but they cut it down and

made a little, small transcript, not even
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(indiscernible) nothing. And my real papers
today they destroyed them. And my papers from my
last time (indiscernible)on the form that they
wrote out for me, they said "We destroyed all
your property." That's on the form.

MS. TANNER: So I think -- I don't
know exactly which ones you're talking about, but
we have a copy of documents that you had
provided, and we have independent power to go get
some things and collect some things, so I don't
want you to worry about that.

MR. BLACKMON: But I'm saying on my
original paperwork back in the days --

MS. TANNER: Right.

MR. BLACKMON: -- they did -- they
throwed (sic) all that away.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MS. MCNEILL: They may have --
sometimes when you have too much stuff, sometimes
for storage reasons --

MR. BLACKMON: I thought that was only
when you're dead and gone.

MS. MCNEILL: Well, but we have
things. I think they may -- it may be that they

took your copies that you had with you due to
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storage. That doesn't mean that we haven't been
able to find some of the documents.

MR. BLACKMON: But I'm saying my first
document -- let me explain, when I first got
locked up --

MS. MCNEILL: Uh-huh.

MR. BLACKMON: -- my transcript was
like that.

MS. MCNEILL: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: And they said -- and on
the other transcript they (indiscernible) like
that there with a whole lot of lines and stuff, a
little transcript they gave me like that.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: But my vision of the
document transcript was over 36 years. See what
I'm saying.

MS. MCNEILL: Uh-huh.

MR. BLACKMON: (Indiscernible) they
took (indiscernible) and made a little, small
document (indiscernible) and then they gave that
to me for my records.

MS. TANNER: Okay. So I think that's
definitely something with Ms. McNeill if you want

to talk about. So DPS -- so the prison sometimes



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

17

will say you can't keep it, but let me ask you --
you can have all of your --

MR. BLACKMON: You can have all
(indiscernible) .

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: Everything they did
(indiscernible) documents.

MS. TANNER: And when you had that big

pile —--

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. TANNER: -- what was that made up
of?

MR. BLACKMON: Me going to court with
the different -- I had Judge, what was his name,

Judge Madison --

MS. TANNER: Uh-huh.

MR. BLACKMON: -- I mean Lawyer
Madison and Tom -- no, Tom Madison, he was one.

MS. TANNER: Right.

MR. BLACKMON: And the other -- I had
two lawyers.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Thomas Manning.

MR. BLACKMON: And another one.
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MS. TANNER: Okay.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: All right, right.

MR. BLACKMON: It was him and another
one. I had two lawyers because one left my case
and the other one took it over.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Yes.

MS. TANNER: We have their names.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Uh-huh.

MR. BLACKMON: But I'm saying, but my
regular transcript talks about what's going on
now.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: And they destroyed all
that stuff.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: Even a little, small
transcript they made of it, right, they said "We
destroyed all your property. It can't -- by law,
they can't do that.

MS. MCNEILL: Okay.

MS. TANNER: Okay. The prison is what
you're saying; is that who destroyed it?

MR. BLACKMON: No.

MS. TANNER: Who destroyed it?

MR. BLACKMON: I'm saying the prison
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up there in Raleigh.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: The officers and
everything, they got a reward to try to put that
charge on me.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: They moved them up.

MS. TANNER: Okay. So your file was
made up of court papers that you had collected?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, over the years.
Out of 32 years, 36 years, (indiscernible) small
contract like that, 33 years, 36 years. My case
was like that there.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: And it was going
(indiscernible). They didn't want nobody to know
what was going on, so they said they destroyed
everything.

MS. TANNER: Okay. And so when you
say "they," who do you mean destroyed everything?

MR. BLACKMON: I'm saying up there in
Raleigh.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: The police is the one

that wrote that -- filed the paper saying I did
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what I did in a little transcription like that

there, but my original transcription like that

there.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Mr.

taking everything down today --
MR. BLACKMON: Okay.
MS. BRIDENSTINE: -=
made into a transcript, so your
made part of what we talk about

MR. BLACKMON: Okay.

Blackmon, we're

and this will be
concerns will be
today.

Yes.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: I'll be quiet now,

yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: No,

no. We're not

saying that. I'm just letting you know that now

that you've told us we are aware that --

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: --

that's a concern.

MS. TANNER: You have that concern.

MR. BLACKMON: Because I had Tom

Madison for a lawyer, then I had -- after he got

out, okay, then another lawyer took my case.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: For the appeal?

MR. BLACKMON: Oh, yeah, yeah.
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MS. BRIDENSTINE: Your first attorney
was --

MR. BLACKMON: Frank Jackson.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Yeah, Franklin
Jackson.

MR. BLACKMON: Frank Jackson and Tom,
they was the two.

MS. TANNER: Uh-huh.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Yeah.

MR. BLACKMON: Frank Jackson, he was
the one that stopped all my case, right? Did he
get off the case and someone took over?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Thomas Manning, I
believe, did your initial appeal, but I'm not
positive.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: I would have to go
back and look --

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: -- but he definitely
handled your case through the plea.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah. And then they
took him out, then someone else took his place,
then they had me go for the court. It took me

around five times to get me to plead guilty to
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something I did not even do.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: Five times.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: We're going to try
and cover everything including all of your
concerns. And I do want to talk to you
about your plea a little bit later.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. But if we
don't get to it, remind me and we'll go
back to it later and talk about your plea.

MR. BLACKMON: Okay.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: This form -- because
I want to make sure we get these things
done. We have time, so we can go over
everything —--

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: -- that you need to
say to us. So this is the Social Security
Administration form. We had filled out and
requested information. We're doing it
again because we're not convinced that they

necessarily gave us all the information
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that they had, so we're going to try again
and get more information.

MR. BLACKMON: Uh-huh.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: And with this one,
you just need to sign it here, so right
here, right there.

MR. BLACKMON: All right. Sign it
right there?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Next to -- yeah,
right there, that first line there.

(PAUSE)

MS. TANNER: I'm going to just sign
this witness form?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. It's the
25th.

MR. BLACKMON: There you go, Miss.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: All right, thank
you. All right, this last one is just to
see if you ever have social security
earnings information, so any time that you
worked and your employer paid taxes, it
would be documented. We're just trying to
see what your work history is in general.

MR. BLACKMON: I was getting social

security paid when I was in Binghamton, New
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York. I was in the hospital, you know --

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: -- (indiscernible), you
know.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. And we're
going to ask you some of that later, but
that's good information to know.

This one, you just need to sign it --
I'll show you, sign it right here.

(PAUSE)

MS. BRIDENSTINE: All right, thank
you. It doesn't look like on this --

MS. TANNER: This one's good. We're
good.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: All right. The next
thing I want to do is just show you --

MR. BLACKMON: Is that my picture in
there?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Well, I'm going to
show you some photos and I'll see if you
recognize -- so I'm going to show you this
photo first. Do you recognize that?

MR. BLACKMON: Who in the hell is
that?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you know who that
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is?

MR. BLACKMON: No.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: All right.

MR. BLACKMON: I don't know him. I've
never seen him in my life.

MS. TANNER: We're going to mark this
one as Exhibit 1.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Yeah.

MR. BLACKMON: Never seen him in my
life. Yeah, I never just looked like that
neither.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: All right. This is
a copy, but this is a better version of
this.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: I just want you to
take a look at this. Do you recognize this
photo?

MR. BLACKMON: No. That's not -- I
don't know him neither in my life. I never
seen that -- I never wore no clothes like
that.

MS. TANNER: Okay. We're going to
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mark this one as Exhibit 2.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: I'm actually going
to mark the copy just because this is the
original. Okay. All right.

MR. BLACKMON: That's all the
pictures?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: We might have some
stuff a little bit later, but that's it for
right now.

MR. BLACKMON: Who's that supposed to
be, though?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: So this is part of
our investigation. We just wanted to see
if you recognized those.

MR. BLACKMON: No. I never seen them
a day in my life.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. All right.

MR. BLACKMON: I used to wear turbans
on my head when I was on the streets and
garments. I didn't wear no clothes like
that.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: What kind of clothes
did you wear?

MR. BLACKMON: Islamic clothes like a

turban around my head, yeah. Islamic
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garments.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: What did the
garments look like?

MR. BLACKMON: Like dresses that men
wear in the Islamic country, like the
garments that they wear, long garments.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Can you describe
line one that you've worn, color, what it
looked like?

MR. BLACKMON: I had some green
elephant pants. At the bottom they --
every time they big (indiscernible) like
that, right? I used to wear turbans, but I
never did wear no dashiki, though.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: Black sometimes, black
or white.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: You used to wear
what black or white?

MR. BLACKMON: Black or white turbans
that you wrap around your head.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. What did your
shirts look 1like?

MR. BLACKMON: Let's see, I had like

one little dashiki. It was like the color
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of the floor, right, color of the floor,
and it had splits in it, and that's about
it.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: What color was the
floor?

MR. BLACKMON: The same color as the
floor here.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay, so like a
cream?

MR. BLACKMON: Cream, yeah, yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: All right. And what
did the dashiki look like to you?

MR. BLACKMON: Huh?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: What did the dashiki
look like?

MR. BLACKMON: Just that color. You
know how -- you ever seen a dashiki?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Well, why don't you
tell me what it looks like because I'm not
always sure.

MR. BLACKMON: What I'm saying, it's
the color, the cream of this floor --

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Uh-huh.

MR. BLACKMON: The whole shirt is. It

looked like a garment with a split in the
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middle, and I used to wear like white long
garment clothes, too.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah. That was about
it.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: All right. Okay.
And when did you wear outfits like this?

MR. BLACKMON: Ever since I've been in
Raleigh I've been wearing outfits like
that.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: What did you wear in
New York?

MR. BLACKMON: Garments and turbans
and stuff.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Was it the same or
different?

MR. BLACKMON: It was different a
little bit, different.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: What did it look
like there?

MR. BLACKMON: It had like different
colors to it, like red, black, green, and
designs and stuff. That was about it.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Was the shirt the

same or different?
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MR. BLACKMON: It was different,
different colors.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. Was the style
the same?

MR. BLACKMON: The style was the same,
yeah. The style was different.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: And what did your
turban look like?

MR. BLACKMON: Black or white. Had a
giraffe around the center, wear black and
sometimes I wore a white one.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: How often did you
wear a turban?

MR. BLACKMON: Every -- since I've
been in Raleigh. When I was with my old
lady I always had one on.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: All right. Now, I
understand that you grew up in New York.

MR. BLACKMON: Uh-huh.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: When did you move
there?

MR. BLACKMON: I don't know. My mama
came and got me when I was about 15, 14
years old and took us upstate New York.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. Where in New



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

31

York did you guys live?

MR. BLACKMON: Syracuse.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: I understand that
you served a prison sentence in Attica?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: What was that case
for?

MR. BLACKMON: Armed robbery.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: What happened?

MR. BLACKMON: Just needed some money
that day and we just went out robbing,
sticking up people.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. How old were
you when that happened?

MR. BLACKMON: I was about 18.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: When you got out of
prison from that case in Attica, where did
you go-?

MR. BLACKMON: I went to Binghamton,
New York.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Why did you go
there?

MR. BLACKMON: Because I was trying to
make a new plan to start my life, and a

friend, he was an independent
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(indiscernible), he told me about I can get
myself together, so I went there and got
things together.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Who told you what?
Sorry, I didn't catch that last part.

MR. BLACKMON: A friend of mine that
was locked up in Attica with me in prison,
right, I didn't have nowhere to go, so he
told me that I could go and live with his
friend. I went there and I lived with his
friend, then I got a little job, then I got
a little sick and I went to the hospital.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. Which friend?
What was your friend's name?

MR. BLACKMON: His name was -- I can't
think of his name. It was a long time ago,
though.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Is it someone that
you had known before you went Attica?

MR. BLACKMON: No. I met him while I
was there.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: So you met a friend
in Attica and moved to Binghamton with him
after you got out?

MR. BLACKMON: Not -- when I got out,
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yeah. He set me up with one of his friends
because I had nowhere to go.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: I see, okay.

MR. BLACKMON: Then I moved in with
him and everything. We lovey-dovey since
then.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Did you know anyone
who was living in Binghamton at that time?

MR. BLACKMON: No. My buddy's friend
that I was staying with, only him and his
old lady.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: All right.

MR. BLACKMON: That was about it.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: You mentioned going
to a hospital in Binghamton?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah. I went there
because I got a little sick. I wasn't
taking my medication.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: What was the
medication for?

MR. BLACKMON: My nerves and
conditions and that's about it.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: How long were you at
the hospital?

MR. BLACKMON: At Binghamton?
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MS. BRIDENSTINE: Uh-huh.

MR. BLACKMON: I'd say about eight
months, I believe, no lesser than that.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: What happened when
you got out of the hospital, where did you
go-?

MR. BLACKMON: I got my own apartment.
They helped me get my own apartment, get
myself established, then they had me on
payroll.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Were you working?

MR. BLACKMON: No, not then.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: All right. And where
was this apartment?

MR. BLACKMON: Hm?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Where was this
apartment? In Binghamton, where was the
apartment?

MR. BLACKMON: I don't know where the
apartment -- I can't even remember the
street number (indiscernible) or nothing.

I just know that I went there to live with
him when I got out of the prison. That's
all I know.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: After the hospital,
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where did you go?

MR. BLACKMON: Got my own apartment
then.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: How long were you in
that apartment?

MR. BLACKMON: For a good while,
couple years.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. Did you live
with anyone there?

MR. BLACKMON: I stayed by myself until
I got together with my girlfriend and she
came and she started living with me. We had
a place together, living together.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: What was her name?

MR. BLACKMON: Her name was Peggy
Labarr.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Peggy Labarr, okay.
When did you leave Binghamton?

MR. BLACKMON: Let me see. It's been
a good while. I can't remember, though.
It's been a good while.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: When you were in New
York and Binghamton, were you there pretty
-- the -- from 1974 after Attica, were you

there for several years?
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MR. BLACKMON: Yeah. I left Attica,
then I went there. By the time it was over
-- it was time for me to get out.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: The time that you
were living there in Binghamton, did you

ever come down to North Carolina?

MR. BLACKMON: No -- yeah, I did. I
did.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Where did you go?

MR. BLACKMON: Lumberton.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Who's in Lumberton?

MR. BLACKMON: My -- it was my
grandmamma -- my mama, all the people.

They're all dead now.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: When did you go to
Lumberton?

MR. BLACKMON: It's been a long time.
I don't know all the gquestions, a long
time. Can't remember.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: When you were in
Binghamton and you came down to Lumberton,
do you remember how many times you came
down?

MR. BLACKMON: Just one time, and I

stayed. I come down was one time and
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didn't come down no more. I stayed.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: Because my mama, she
was blind. Grandma, she was getting old.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: When you came down
to Lumberton and you stayed, what do you
mean by that?

MR. BLACKMON: What's that?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Did you leave
Lumberton after that?

MR. BLACKMON: Lumberton?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Uh-huh.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, for a little
while, then came up to Raleigh, went to
Raleigh. I got busted with the charge.
They sent me to Central Prison, sent me to
prison (indiscernible) into the streets
with this girl I met, then we were living
together.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: So when you were in
Binghamton, did you ever come down and
visit your family in Lumberton?

MR. BLACKMON: No. I left there and
came down to stay.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. Did you go
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anywhere in between Binghamton and
Lumberton?

MR. BLACKMON: No. No. I just left
Binghamton and came down south just here
until my mama deceased. They deceased
since I've been locked up, though.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Right, right. We
did know that. I'm sorry about that.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: When you came down
to Lumberton, how did you get there?

MR. BLACKMON: By a damn car, by bus.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you remember?

MR. BLACKMON: No, I don't -- I
remember it was by bus.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. Do you
remember where the bus went?

MR. BLACKMON: At the bus station
where they dropped off all the people.
That's where it went.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: The bus (indiscernible)
that way, you know. They got a loading
spot and pickup spot, too, you know.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: How did you -- did
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you have money to take the bus?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah. I had a little
bit of money, yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Where did you get
the money from?

MR. BLACKMON: I had my social
security that had been given to me, paying
me for my sickness and stuff at the
hospital.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you remember how
much you got from that?

MR. BLACKMON: No. I can't remember.
I knew it was a little sum, though. I know
that.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: So is that -- how
many times have you collected income?

MR. BLACKMON: Welfare?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Yeah.

MR. BLACKMON: TIt's been about -- let
me see. I was getting it upstate New York,
but when I came, then they would just sign
back and forth, so you know, it's been a
long time.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Was New York the only

place where you got any sort of income from
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the government?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, yeah, yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Did you ever go to
Florida-?

MR. BLACKMON: Oh, yeah, a long time
ago, yeah. I went there. And then all
this whole thing started and then they lied
about that, too.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: What do you mean by
that?

MR. BLACKMON: When I was in Florida,
I left my girl and I went to Florida, tried
to get with my people (indiscernible) up
there, so they turned and sent me back.
Then they turned me and sent me back. I
left there, then I came back to Raleigh to
get with my lady. That was about it.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you remember when
that was?

MR. BLACKMON: 1It's been a long time,
real, real long time, I don't remember
nothing.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Other than Florida,
have you been anywhere else?

MR. BLACKMON: No. That's about it.
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MS. BRIDENSTINE: Have you ever been
to Atlanta? Have you ever been to Atlanta?

MR. BLACKMON: Oh, yeah, yeah, yeah,
Atlanta, yeah. 1I've been there, yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: When did you go to
Atlanta?

MR. BLACKMON: I don't know. I know I
stayed there one day and got the hell back,
called my lady, and came back to Raleigh.
That was about it.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you remember when
you went to Atlanta-?

MR. BLACKMON: No. That was a long
time. I don't remember nothing, a long
time ago.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you remember how
long you were there for?

MR. BLACKMON: Where?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: In Atlanta.

MR. BLACKMON: I'd say about two or
three days.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Back when you were
living in Binghamton --

MR. BLACKMON: Uh-huh.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: -- and back in the
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1970s, did you know anyone who lived in
Raleigh?

MR. BLACKMON: No, I didn't know
nobody then.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Did you have any
friends or relatives who lived in Raleigh?

MR. BLACKMON: No. I made all my
friends in Raleigh when I was in -- up
there at the hospital at Dorothea Dix.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: When was the first
time you came to Raleigh?

MR. BLACKMON: I don't even know that
neither, a long time ago, too. I only
remember half of the questions. It's been
a long time.

MS. TANNER: Was it cold when you came
to Raleigh?

MR. BLACKMON: No, it wasn't, no. It
was warm.

MS. TANNER: It was warm?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. TANNER: Okay. And tell me about
Ms. Labarr, was she your girl in New York?

MR. BLACKMON: My girl, she's my

girlfriend, yeah.
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MS. TANNER: Okay. And when -- did
she live with you in your apartment in
Binghamton?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, yeah, we lived
together, yeah.

MS. TANNER: Okay. And did you move
anywhere with her?

MR. BLACKMON: That came up, my room,
she found an apartment, I was forced to
live in there. I moved in there with her.

MS. TANNER: Okay. And did you all
break up?

MR. BLACKMON: Not really. I left
there because I was getting homesick.

MS. TANNER: Right. And when you left
her, where did you go?

MR. BLACKMON: I came to North
Carolina.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: Get my mama, get my
grandmother and my mother.

MS. TANNER: Okay. And is that when
it was warm?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah. It was cold --

real hot.
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MS. TANNER: It was -- tell me again.

MR. BLACKMON: It was real hot, not

cold.

MS. TANNER: It was real hot, not cold

when you came to North Carolina?

MR. BLACKMON: Uh-huh.

MS. TANNER: Okay. And where did you

-- did you stay in North Carolina after

that?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah. I stayed with my

grandmother, my mama here.

MS. TANNER: Okay. Can you help us

understand about your time in Florida and

how that fits with Ms. Labarr?

MR. BLACKMON: Well, Ms. Labarr, she's

from Binghamton.

MS. TANNER: She's from Binghamton?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. TANNER: Did you go to Florida

while you were

left her?

still with her or after you

MR. BLACKMON: After I left her and

came down here,

then I went to Florida.

MS. TANNER: Okay. So just so I'm

understanding,

you came down here when it
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was warm.

MR. BLACKMON: Warm, yeah.

MS. TANNER: And then you went to
Florida-?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, I went to
Florida, yeah, and I left my old lady and
went to Florida.

MS. TANNER: Okay. And when you say
you left your old lady, who is that we're
talking about?

MR. BLACKMON: My girlfriend.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: She didn't want to help
me get a job working with her at Black &
Decker.

MS. TANNER: Can you remind me of her
name again?

MR. BLACKMON: Ms. Erma Williams.

MS. TANNER: Okay. And she's the one
you left to go to Florida?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah. I left her and
went to Florida.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: I lived with her on 0ld

Garner Road back in the days.
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MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: It's been a long, long,
long time.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: When you first came
to Raleigh, do you remember where you went?

MR. BLACKMAN: I know I got —-- let's
see, oh, yeah. I was in Lumberton, then I
came to Raleigh. I can't hardly remember.
It's been a long time. I can't even hardly
get my thoughts together on that.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. Okay.

MS. TANNER: A long, long time.

MR. BLACKMON: 1It's like my thoughts,
everything just fade away.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: All right.

MS. MCNEILL: I understand.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you know why you
came to Raleigh?

MR. BLACKMON: When I was in Central
Prison, they sent me to Dorothea Dix, then
I start living in Raleigh.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Had you been to
Raleigh before that?

MR. BLACKMON: Never in my life, no.
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Was my first time, ever, ever, ever. No.
After Dorothea Dix, I mean, I found an
apartment, place, found a little lady and I
moved in with her and tried to live since
then. That was about it.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Live with who? You
said "her."

MR. BLACKMON: Her, yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Are you talking
about --

MR. BLACKMON: Erma.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Erma, okay.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Did you ever live at
the YMCA in Binghamton?

MR. BLACKMON: Oh, yeah, I did, yeah,
I did, yeah, I did, yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: When was that; do
you remember that?

MR. BLACKMON: I don't remember that
neither. 1It's been a long time.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you remember ever
getting in trouble, like criminal cases in
Binghamton for anything?

MR. BLACKMON: Oh, yeah. I stole a
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fur coat out of the window.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: A mink. I went in the
window. I was walking down the street,
seen the coat in the shop, right? Then
went back, I walked in, took the coat, put
it in my arms and walked out, then ran
around the road, right around the corner.
The police came and they seen I had a coat
and a bag. I said they wouldn't do
nothing, right? I had it all wrapped
around my arm. They seen it, they stopped.
" (Indiscernible) go, buddy? Where did you
get that from?" I said "Nowhere." So they
took me to jail.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you remember any
other criminal cases after that from
Binghamton?

MR. BLACKMON: ©No, no, I don't
remember none, no, not none.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Who's Allen
Thompson?

MR. BLACKMON: That's my best friend,
my buddy, my best friend, I mean, me and

him, we was in the hospital together there
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in Binghamton, New York.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: You were in the
hospital with him?

MR. BLACKMON: Both was in there
together. He's an old Vietnam, what do
they call them, Vietnam --

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Vet?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, vet, yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: So he was at the
Binghamton Psychiatric Center?

MR. BLACKMON: We were both there. We
was on the same block, same tier, yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: So when we've spoken
to you before, you mentioned that you
stayed at a place that was called On The
Hill?

MR. BLACKMON: They called it
Binghamton up on the hill.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Up on the hill?

MR. BLACKMON: Up on the hill, yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. And that's
the same one you're talking about now with

Mr. Thompson?
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MR. BLACKMON: Yeah. We was over
there together.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Did you ever see Mr.
Thompson in North Carolina?

MR. BLACKMON: Oh, yeah, many times,
yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Where did you see
him?

MR. BLACKMON: 1In Lumberton. He stayed
in Lumberton, and I didn't even know it
until -- when I came back from there, I
didn't even know it that it was him. When
I looked closer I said, damn, that's T-boy.
We say, "Oh, yeah. Hey, what's up man?"
It's been a long time seeing me, you know.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Yeah.

MR. BLACKMON: And I was just walking
through then.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: When was the last
time you saw him in Binghamton?

MR. BLACKMON: It's been -- he got
sick. It's been a long time.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Since --

MR. BLACKMON: I hope he's —-- about

four, five, eight, six or seven, eight
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years ago.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. So the last
time you saw him was six or seven or eight
years ago-?

MR. BLACKMON: 1It's been a long time,
though.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: When he was in
Binghamton and you were in Binghamton?

MR. BLACKMON: We was there together
at the hospital. That's where I met him,
at the hospital, but then when I was coming
down here to Raleigh, Lumberton, I seen
him. I started talking to him, and we just
came to be the most best friends in the
world, yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Did you know that he
was in North Carolina at that point?

MR. BLACKMON: No. I didn't know
nothing, no, until I see him sitting on the
porch when I was coming through Lumberton,
then I found out that he lived there. All
his family gone and dead, too.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Now when you saw him
in Lumberton and you were surprised to see

him —--
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MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, I was.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: -- when was the last
time before that you'd seen him?

MR. BLACKMON: Never. Since then, no
time, and it's been years, years, and
years. He used to send me Christmas boxes
and stuff, but I believe he's got his stuff
together and he lives somewhere else now.
he don't stay in Lumberton no more neither.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. Did you ever
see Allen Thompson in Raleigh?

MR. BLACKMON: Oh, yeah, I did.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Where did you see
him in Raleigh?

MR. BLACKMON: He was outdoors sitting
on the porch when I was walking down the
street and I seen him. I said, damn,
that's T-boy. Yeah, that's him. "What's
going on man?" I said to him. "Where you
been?" I said "I've been everywhere."

He's a real good friend of mine.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you remember
where you were when you saw him in Raleigh,
like where were you staying at that point?

MR. BLACKMON: I'm saying -- where, in
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Raleigh?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Uh-huh, when you saw
him on the porch.

MR. BLACKMON: I saw him on the porch
in Lumberton.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Oh, in Lumberton,
okay.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah. That's where his
family, people -- that's where he's from.
We're from the same location.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. Did you ever
see him in Raleigh?

MR. BLACKMON: No, never, no, never.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: How long were you in
Florida for; do you remember that?

MR. BLACKMON: 1I'd say it's about
three or four days, that's all.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Where did you go
after that?

MR. BLACKMON: I didn't have nowhere
to go, and I was all out of money. The
police -- I told them, I said "I need my
medication," so with they did, they took me
to a hospital there in Florida somewhere.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Hospital?
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MR. BLACKMON: Yeah. I can't remember
the name of the place, but I was there, but
I know that I stayed there for about four,
five days, then I discharged myself and
came out and went on about my business and
came back down to North Carolina to get
together with my lady.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Which lady?

MR. BLACKMON: Erma.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. How many
times have you been to Florida?

MR. BLACKMON: Just once in my life.
No other time. Just once.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: So you went from
Florida to --

MR. BLACKMON: Back to Raleigh.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Back to Raleigh --

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: -—- to be with Erma.
So other than New York and North Carolina
and Florida, and you said you were in
Atlanta for a little bit, Atlanta for a
little bit?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah. About two or

three days, that's all.
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MS. BRIDENSTINE: Two or three days?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: And what were you
doing over there? How did you get there?

MR. BLACKMON: I had money because I'd
been working at Black & Decker at the time
when all this took place.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: And I got money from my
job. She's the one that helped me get a
job working with her.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: So you went --
correct me if I'm wrong, I don't want to --

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: -- say anyting
wrong. You went to Atlanta when you were
working at Black & Decker?

MR. BLACKMON: No. I quit my job at
Black & Decker.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: Then I went to Florida,
Atlanta.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: And then from there,

stayed there for a little while, then came
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on back and moved in back in with her.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: So you went from
Black & Decker, quit your job, went to
Florida --

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: -- went to Atlanta?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, Atlanta.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: And then came
back --

MR. BLACKMON: Came back to North
Carolina.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: Moved back here with my
old lady, Erma.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: So what did you do
at Black & Decker?

MR. BLACKMON: We was like -- I was
like a custodian, custodian, and she was
doing custodian work, too.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Who was?

MR. BLACKMON: Erma.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Did you guys work
there together?

MR. BLACKMON: Together, yeah. She's

the one that helped me get a job because I
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couldn't read and write. She helped me get
the job working with her. We were working
together then.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: How long did you
work at Black & Decker for?

MR. BLACKMON: 1It's been a good while,
too. Ever since that mess they said I did
was going on.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you remember how
long you worked for, how long you had the
job for?

MR. BLACKMON: Well, I'd say about
eight or seven months.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you remember who
hired you for that job?

MR. BLACKMON: I don't remember
nothing. She got me the job. She had to
fill out the contract. Then when she
filled out the contract they notified me,
then we started working together.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: When you say you
worked with Erma, did you guys do your
shifts together?

MR. BLACKMON: Oh, yes. Sometimes she

helped me. Sometimes I helped her.
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MS. BRIDENSTINE: Did anything ever
happen there, any sort of problems with a
woman working there?

MR. BLACKMON: Oh, yeah, yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: What was that?

MR. BLACKMON: A lady, she had a
vacuum machine, right?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Uh-huh.

MR. BLACKMON: And then you know how
the things get messed up at the bottom?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Uh-huh.

MR. BLACKMON: So I was in the room
where she was at fixing the vacuum machine,
and she enticed me, stuck her legs and her
foot up on -- I was sitting down, took her
legs and sitting on the thing, right. I
was rubbing her leg, then later on she —--
then later on, the next day, she told the
boss and the boss man, they fired me and
said "You got to find a new job somewhere
else. You fired."

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. So you were
fired?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, because I was

enticement by the lady, by the young girl.
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MS. BRIDENSTINE: Earlier, you said
you quit --

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: -- but --

MR. BLACKMON: I had to quit because
he said I was in error.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. Do you
remember the lady's name?

MR. BLACKMON: I don't remember

nothing. It was a long time. I don't
remember nothing. I don't remember
nothing.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: What happened after
you were fired? What happened next? Where
did you go?

MR. BLACKMON: I went back to live
with my old lady. And then the police put
that charge on me, then they locked up at
Dorothea Dix.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you remember how
much time happened between the firing at
Black & Decker for the lady and the
Dorothea Dix?

MR. BLACKMON: This has been a long

time. I can't remember none of that. I
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can't remember none of it. I understood
that girl, she (indiscernible). She put
her legs on my knee, started rolling her
legs, then later on, the next day she told
the boss that I was trying to entice her.
She enticed me.

MS. TANNER: I'm sorry, you said there
was —-- she was working on a vacuum?

MR. BLACKMON: You know how you
vacuum --

MS. TANNER: Uh-huh.

MR. BLACKMON: -- you got a
(indiscernible) on the bottom you got to
take it off --

MS. TANNER: Right.

MR. BLACKMON: -- put it back on, she
took her vacuum, bring it to me in the
room, right? And when she brought in the
room she said "I can't fix the vacuum. Can
you fix that?" "Yes, I'll fix it." So she
took her leg up and then put it on my foot,
right, and I start rubbing her leg, and I
said, no, I'm not going to start that, then
I fixed her vacuum. I went on about my

business.
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MS. TANNER: Do you remember like what
building you were working in?

MR. BLACKMON: No. It was some -- oh,
at Black & Decker?

MS. TANNER: Uh-huh.

MR. BLACKMON: I can't remember the --
they tore that building down. It's not up
Nno more now.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you remember
where it was?

MR. BLACKMON: It was on a boulevard
in Raleigh somewhere, somewhere on the
boulevard.

MS. TANNER: What did they do with
that building?

MR. BLACKMON: Huh?

MS. TANNER: What did they do? What
did Black & Decker do-?

MR. BLACKMON: Oh, they make like
sewing machines, (indiscernible) machine,
battery, flashlights. They make all kinds
of little equipment stuff that they make
there.

MS. TANNER: Is that what they made in



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

62

the building you cleaned?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah,
yeah. That was the only building that was
up there.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. TANNER: Did you ever clean any
other buildings for them?

MR. BLACKMON: No, never, no.
(indiscernible) .

MS. TANNER: Did you go to the same
place every day for work?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, every day, same
place.

MS. TANNER: Okay. And Erma went with
you?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah. We both -- we
were at the same job. She had -- she was
working downstairs, and I was working
upstairs.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Did you ever work
anywhere else other than Black & Decker?

MR. BLACKMON: When I was in Syracuse,

New York I worked at -- they call hot dogs,
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hamburger, what do they call them?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Like a restaurant

MR. BLACKMON: No. It's like a
McDonald's.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: Making hot dogs and
patties and stuff on the grill machine.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: Had a job doing that.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you remember when
that was?

MR. BLACKMON: No. I was young back
then. I don't remember that.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Other than Black &
Decker and that job, did you work anywhere
else?

MR. BLACKMON: No. That was in
Syracuse, Black & Decker and nowhere else.
That was it.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Did you ever know a
Barbara in Raleigh anywhere?

MR. BLACKMON: Barbara? No, I don't
know no Barbara. Barbara, Barbara who?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Just if you ever
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knew anyone named Barbara.

MR. BLACKMON: Never in my life, no.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you remember
anything happening at a library?

MR. BLACKMON: In Raleigh?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Yeah, like a problem
with a librarian?

MR. BLACKMON: Oh, vyeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: What was that?

MR. BLACKMON: That was -- vyeah. I
went to the library and -- see, I like to
have sex. See what I'm saying?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Uh-huh.

MR. BLACKMON: And my lady, she wasn't
giving me, feeding me the way I needed,
right? But I was in no (indiscernible)
bad, rough and tough, I didn't have like
that relationship, sex, sex, sex. So one
day she wouldn't please me, right? So I
went to the library and I was sitting down
looking at the girls. I was
(indiscernible), right, and I was going
like that, rubbing myself, and then she
called her -- called the house where she

was at and told her sister. And then when
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they told her sister, the two officers, the
same —-- Munday and the other guy, they came
to get me and then they took me to the
hospital out there in Raleigh somewhere. I
don't know which one it was.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: On what?

MR. BLACKMON: To the hospital in
Raleigh.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Uh-huh.

MR. BLACKMON: I don't know which one
it was. Then they put me in Dorothea Dix.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. Did anything
else happen with that trip to Dorothea Dix?
Did anyone say that anything else had been
going on that led to you going there?

MR. BLACKMON: No.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Was it just the
librarian or was it anything else?

MR. BLACKMON: Huh?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Was it just the
librarian the led to your being put in
Dorothea Dix at that time?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Was there anything

else with anyone?



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

66

MR. BLACKMON: I'm saying the two
officers wanted to arrest me. They're the
ones that came and got me.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: Those two, the same one
that told lies, allegations about me.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: What about with
Erma, did you ever have any problems with
her?

MR. BLACKMON: No, no. I loved that
girl, man. We was groovy together. I
loved her. She'd know it, too.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Did you ever
threaten her with a knife?

MR. BLACKMON: Hell, no, no way. No,
no way. No woman have I ever threatened
with a knife, and I had never killed no
woman never ever in my life.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. Did you ever
have any problems with Erma's sister,
Yvette?

MR. BLACKMON: No, no, no, no. We
never had no problems, no.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: You mentioned the

detectives that you were -- you talking
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about Munday?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, Holder and Munday
and -- those are the ones that came to get
me when they first took me to the hospital
in Raleigh. Then from the hospital they
put me in Dorothea Dix.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: When was that?

MR. BLACKMON: I don't know. It's
been a long time. I can't remember.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Was it the time that
you were just talking about with the
problem with the librarian or was it a
different time?

MR. BLACKMON: It was the time with
the librarian.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you remember
meeting with Detectives Holder and Munday-?

MR. BLACKMON: Huh?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you remember
meeting with Detectives Holder and Munday
at the Raleigh Police Department?

MR. BLACKMON: Oh, yeah, yeah, yeah,
yveah, yeah. They came and got me when I
was there with my lady. They told me to

come down to the office and talk to them.
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That's when I went in and talked to them.
Then after that they didn't -- then they
said "We going to put --," I can't say the
whole lot -- I can't remember what was
going on back then, a whole lot of stuff.
I can't remember.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you -- why did
you meet with them? Why did you go and
meet with them?

MR. BLACKMON: The polices?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Uh-huh.

MR. BLACKMON: They came to me. I
didn't go to them because Yvette -- they
called the police to tell them what I was
doing, right? When they came, Munday and
Holder, they came and got me and they took
me up to the hospital somewhere in --
medical hospital up there in Raleigh. Then
from the medical hospital, then they went
to Dorothea Dix.

MS. TANNER: Was that the first time
yvou had ever seen Munday and Holder?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, the first time.
Never seen them -- never, never, never --

the first time.
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MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: But the second time, I
seen them plainly -- I haven't seen them
like in the first time.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: When was the next
time you saw them? When was the next time
you saw them?

MR. BLACKMON: When they told me to
come down and talk to them at the office.

I went down there.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Did they tell you
why they wanted to talk to you?

MR. BLACKMON: They said -- they're
trying -- I know they didn't tell anything
until I got there. They started showing me
some pictures and stuff, pictures of a guy,
but they didn't have a picture of me. They
just had a dashiki that they said that they
found that I was wearing, you know, when
they said I was supposed to have killed
that girl. I never killed nobody in my
natural life, nobody, black or white.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: What do you remember

about meeting with Detectives Holder and
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Munday?

MR. BLACKMON: I know one thing,
everything that they said out of their
mouth I repeat it. Everything they said I
repeat it, out of their mouth, I repeat it
after what they said, everything.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Why is that?

MR. BLACKMON: They just kept -- they
-- kind of guy that was nice
(indiscernible), nothing.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Well, why did you do
that?

MR. BLACKMON: Huh?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Why did you do that?

MR. BLACKMON: Do what?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Why did you repeat
what they were saying?

MR. BLACKMON: Because they had my
mind all messed up, that's why, when they
had me on all that medication. Other than
that, I was great.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Why do you think
that they wanted to talk to you? Why do
you think they were wanting to talk to you?

MR. BLACKMON: Because they needed
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somebody to put that case on so that -- on
somebody so that they can put in a high
position and get more money, and that's
what they did.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Did Detectives
Munday and Holder, did they ever give you
anything?

MR. BLACKMON: Oh, yeah, they did.
They gave me money. They bought me
hamburgers, hot dogs, and all that stuff.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Anything else?

MR. BLACKMON: Let me see, and they
gave me some money to buy a little baby
doll, a doll to give that girl up there at
Dix, Dorothea Dix, too, hospital. Her name
was Debra Springer.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: And who was Debra
Springer?

MR. BLACKMON: She's a girl that I --
ever since I've been over there at Dorothea
Dix Hospital.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Have you seen her
since Dorothea Dix?

MR. BLACKMON: I haven't -- never,

never. Don't know where the hell she at.
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MS. BRIDENSTINE: Was Debra Springer,
was she black?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, she was black,
yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you remember how
old she was at the time, approximately?

MR. BLACKMON: She was young, about my
age back then.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Other than --

MR. BLACKMON: She's old now.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: So other than the
buying you food and money for a baby doll.
Did they ever give you anything or buy you
anything other than that?

MR. BLACKMON: No, no. Then they
called me down to the station and started
talking a bunch of lies and everything. It
was crazy.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Did you know
anything about the case that they were
talking to you about?

MR. BLACKMON: I didn't know nothing
until they told me, and then I went along
with every word what they say, what they

did, I admitted to it. Took me five, six
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damn times to get me to plead guilty to
court for something I didn't do. I waited
until the last damn moment that I -- I was
so messed up on that medication at old
Central Prison I would have said anything
out of my mouth. I was like a zombie.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Have you ever heard
anything about that case at St. Augustine's
before you met with Detectives Holder and
Munday?

MR. BLACKMON: No, nothing, no,
nothing, nothing.

MS. TANNER: Mr. Blackmon, we were
just talking about the librarian, and you
said that somebody called. Who did they
call?

MR. BLACKMON: No, I believe she
called my old lady, and Yvette, the phone,
and they told her what was going on. They
called up the police, Holder and Munday,
they came, and then they took me to a
hospital somewhere out there in Raleigh.
Then from there, then they took me to
Dorothea Dix last.

MS. TANNER: Okay. And who took you
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there?

MR. BLACKMON: Holder and Munday.

MS. TANNER: Okay. Was there ever a
time that they took a picture of you when
you were meeting with them?

MR. BLACKMON: No, not that I know of,
no.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: Never.

MS. TANNER: And that was the first
time you'd ever seen Holder and Munday?

MR. BLACKMON: Yes, yeah, the first
time I ever seen them.

MS. TANNER: And this is after the
incident with the librarian?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, with the
librarian.

MS. TANNER: Okay. How many times did
you go to the library?

MR. BLACKMON: I been there about once
or twice, that's all.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Did Detectives
Munday and Holder or anyone with Raleigh

Police ever have you do anything other than
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talking to them?

MR. BLACKMON: No. ©No, nothing.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Did they ever have
you participate in any sort of like a
lineup or anything like that?

MR. BLACKMON: Oh, they did. That was
in Raleigh, yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: What was that?

MR. BLACKMON: They had me in a
lineup.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Can you tell me
about that? What do you remember about
that?

MR. BLACKMON: I know all the guys in
there didn't look nothing like me.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: What do you mean?

MR. BLACKMON: They say —-- when they
try for somebody, they try to get somebody
to look like you, see if you're the person,
right? And they had this black girl, I
can't remember, I don't remember who she
is, and she's the one that picked me out.
She said, "Yeah, that's the guy right
there."” I never even seen her a day in my

life.
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MS. BRIDENSTINE: So did you see her?

MR. BLACKMON: No, I never seen her.
They had me on a lineup.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: What did the lineup
look like?

MR. BLACKMON: Nobody didn't look like
me. We didn't look alike.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: So describe what
this lineup --

MR. BLACKMON: You know about -- you
know how --

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Talk me through it
from start to finish. What was it?

MR. BLACKMON: We were lined up about
five or six. They put us in a lineup,
right? They had some witness that tried to
testify if that was the person or not. And
then that's what it was with that girl when
she said I did what I said (indiscernible)
I did. And I never seen her in my life.

MS. TANNER: Were you able to see her?
Were you able to see this person?

MR. BLACKMON: I never seen her in my
life, no, never in my life.

MS. TANNER: Okay. During the
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lineup --

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. TANNER: -- were you able to see
her?

MR. BLACKMON: You couldn't see
nothing.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: They hid behind a, you
know, the glass wall.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: So you were there
with other people?

MR. BLACKMON: Oh, yeah. They had us
on the lineup.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Where was this?

MR. BLACKMON: 1In Raleigh.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you remember
where?

MR. BLACKMON: No. Someplace in
Raleigh where they be lining people up. I
don't know where, though. They be lining
people up trying to find men guilty, not
guilty for some of the other cases, stuff

like that.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

78

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you remember when
this happened?

MR. BLACKMON: No. I don't really
know nothing. It's been a long time.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Was this after you
met Detective Munday and Holder or before?

MR. BLACKMON: It was after they had
me on the lineup. Detective Holder and
Munday, they were there, too, when they had
me on the lineup.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Both of them were
there?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Did anyone tell you
any reason why they wanted you to do this
lineup?

MR. BLACKMON: Huh?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Did anyone tell you
about why they wanted you to do this
lineup?

MR. BLACKMON: Well, they told me,
they said "They want you to go get a
lineup, see if you're the guy that killed
that girl or not," so I said yes. I went

to get a lineup and then that was it. Then
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they said the girl point me out, right?
Then they said I was the guy that did what
they said I did. And I never did nothing
like that in my life.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you know which
girl it was?

MR. BLACKMON: ©No. Some girl -- I
don't know where the hell they find her,
where they got her from. I never seen her
never in my life.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Had you ever been in
a lineup before?

MR. BLACKMON: Never.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Not Florida or --

MR. BLACKMON: Never, never.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: -- New York?

MR. BLACKMON: Never, never, never.
Oh, yeah, when I was in Syracuse, New York,
yeah. No, never, no, I've never been in a
lineup. This is the first time since I've
been down here in North Carolina.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Where were you
staying when you did the lineup? Where
were you living at the time?

MR. BLACKMON: I was 1n Central Prison
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when they had all that lineup and putting
all that -- giving me all that medicine
like I was a zombie and can't think. I was
in the CP when all that took place.

MS. TANNER: 1Is your medicine
different now than when you were in Central
Prison?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, it's different.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: They had me all drug up
back then. I couldn't think, function. I
was a zombie, couldn't think, function,
nothing when I was going to court. It took
them about four, five times to get me to
plead guilty to something I didn't do. And
they didn't even give me no plea bargain,
no nothing.

MS. TANNER: 1In comparison, how does
your medicine make you feel now?

MR. BLACKMON: Actually, I really
don't need it, but I just take it anyway.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Tell us about
Dorothea Dix, what was it like there?

MR. BLACKMON: It was a nice place.
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It wasn't too bad.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Did you ever have
any problems there?

MR. BLACKMON: Oh, yeah. An officer
pulled a knife, I don't know, when I was up
there.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: An officer pulled a
knife?

MR. BLACKMON: No, I mean a nurse, a
nurse. He pulled a knife, and I beat him
on his shoulder. That was in the news in
Raleigh, in the news. There were two back
in the days. All of that was on the news,
in the newspaper.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: What happened around
that? What do you remember from that?

MR. BLACKMON: Huh?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Tell us more about
that. What do you remember from that?

MR. BLACKMON: All I know is that -- I
can't hardly remember nothing for that. I
can't hardly remember. It's been a long
time.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Did anything happen

as a result of that?



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

82

MR. BLACKMON: Oh, yeah. I bit the

guy on his back and then -- and we went to
court. It was in the newspaper. We went
to court. They said he couldn't work

around no mental hospital peoples no more.
They fired him.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: What do you remember
about court, going to court?

MR. BLACKMON: Where?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: For this case, for
the case you're talking about with the
nurse at Dorothea Dix.

MR. BLACKMON: No, I didn't go to
court. I didn't go to court. I can't
remember who the lady was. All that stuff
was in the newspaper. I can't remember
when that was neither.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: What do you mean
"the lady"?

MR. BLACKMON: I can't remember -- all

that stuff was in the newspaper, the girl

that said -- the one that said that I did
that, she was wrong, too. I never killed
nobody.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Other than that
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incident with the nurse with the knife, did
anything ever -- else happen at Dorothea
Dix?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah.
We went to court. Everybody went to court.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: What do you mean?

MR. BLACKMON: On that charge because
there was some lawyer I was talking to, she
told me, she said "Lay low and be cool."
Then after that we went to court, and then
they found that he was guilty for doing
what he did. They fired him and said he
can't work at no institution in the state
no more all throughout North Carolina. He
lost his job. That was in the newspaper
back in the days, too. And they
(indiscernible) -- just like that --
remember that Floyd guy, that Floyd guy
that got all that money for being assaulted
in Dorothea Dix? We got the same same
thing, same identical case.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Which guy?

MR. BLACKMON: Floyd.

MS. TANNER: Floyd.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Floyd.
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MR. BLACKMON: He's the one that got
-- had -- Dorothea Dix and stuff like that.
He went to Florida and stuff
(indiscernible) that money. He got the
same identical case.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: What happened with
his?

MR. BLACKMON: Huh?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: What happened with
his case?

MR. BLACKMON: His case was like my
case.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Other than that
incident with the knife, did anything else
happen at Dorothea Dix?

MR. BLACKMON: No, nothing happened.
After I bit him on his back, he put the
knife up then they then brought a charge
against me, and I told my lawyer, I can't
remember her name back then. I went to
court on that.

MS. TANNER: You had a lawyer back
then?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah. I can't remember

who it was. 1It's been a long time.
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MS. BRIDENSTINE: You said "her name."
Was it a woman or a man?

MR. BLACKMON: Oh, it was a man,
Officer -- like a nurse that worked there.
It was man.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Did you have any
other problems at Dorothea Dix?

MR. BLACKMON: I have none, no, I
don't. Other than that, everything was
(indiscernible), no problems.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you belong to any
religious organizations?

MR. BLACKMON: I'm a Muslim and a
Hebrew.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: How long have you
been a Muslim?

MR. BLACKMON: And a Hebrewite, too.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: Been for a little
while, since I've been locked up. I was
when I was on the streets, but I didn't
practice it, though.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: It was what?

MR. BLACKMON: I said I was when I was

on the streets, but I never did practice,
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though.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: What do you mean?

MR. BLACKMON: My religion. I was a
Muslim on the streets, but I never
practiced, practiced my religion, yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: How long have you
been a Muslim?

MR. BLACKMON: Good little while, not
too long.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: And what do you mean
by you said Hebrew, Hebrewite?

MR. BLACKMON: 1Israelite, Hebrew
Israelite.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Did you ever attend
any religious organizations in Raleigh?

MR. BLACKMON: No, not none, no, not
none.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: When you were in
Raleigh and you weren't in Dorothea Dix,
where did you live?

MR. BLACKMON: Huh?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: When you were living
in Raleigh, but you weren't at Dorothea
Dix --

MR. BLACKMON: Oh, I was staying with
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my girlfriend, Erma. We was living
together.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Did you ever live
anywhere other than that?

MR. BLACKMON: No.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: How did you meet
Erma?

MR. BLACKMON: Through a friend from
Dorothea Dix.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: And what -- how did
-- what do you mean through a friend? Tell
me about that.

MR. BLACKMON: I can't remember his
name. A friend of mine, he said he got a
little girlfriend, you know, he want me to
meet, so when I met her, I went to her
house and we started living together.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you remember when
that was?

MR. BLACKMON: No. It's been a long
time. I can't really remember nothing no
more. Also getting old.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: When did you first
grow a beard?

MR. BLACKMON: I had a beard all my
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life. I never shave.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: You never shave?

MR. BLACKMON: No, never.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Why do you wear a
beard?

MR. BLACKMON: It brings out my
identity.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: It what?

MR. BLACKMON: It brings out my
identity.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: What do you mean?

MR. BLACKMON: My focus, that's all.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: And how tall are
you?

MR. BLACKMON: I don't know that
neither, about six/five, five, five, six,
something like that, in between.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: I know we talked a
little bit about this before, but when --
you've mentioned before that you had some
sort of a uniform that you used to wear, a
uniform?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: What is that? What

does that look like?
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MR. BLACKMON: 1It's just like a -- you
know how elephant pants look?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: I think so. They're
tight at the ankle?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah. They're real
loose. You got to tighten up the strings
that come together, tie it together. They
were like (indiscernible) fit me like
regular pants and stuff.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: What did the shirt
look like?

MR. BLACKMON: The same, the same one
I told you that's on the floor. That's the
only one I've ever had like that. Almost
all my other clothes was at my grandma
house and I never bring them -- I never did
bring them over to Raleigh when I was with
my old lady.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: How did you put your
shirt on?

MR. BLACKMON: Huh?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: How did you put your
shirt on?

MR. BLACKMON: 1It's like a regular

polo you put on.
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MS. BRIDENSTINE: We -- I'm sorry, go
ahead.

MS. TANNER: When you said it was the
color of this floor --

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. TANNER: -- what color is this
floor?

MR. BLACKMON: 1It's brownish
something, plain color. I Jjust know it's
the same color.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: What the hell is that?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Well, I'm going to
ask you. Do you recognize this?

MR. BLACKMON: Who's that, bin Laden?

MS. TANNER: So we're going to show
you what's marked Exhibits 3 --

MR. BLACKMON: Oh, those got Islamic
on them, too.

MS. TANNER: Yeah. And Exhibit 4.
Exhibit 3 is something with a face, and
Exhibit 4 is a different drawing. And
we're going to ask you to look at these and
tell us which one you're looking at and

what you think it is if you know.
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MR. BLACKMON: I don't know who that
-- that's him, not me right there. I know
that.

MS. TANNER: Okay. So this is the
picture -- you're pointing to the picture
that says Exhibit 3; is that right?

MR. BLACKMON: What is it mean?
What's it mean?

MS. TANNER: See right here at the
top, Exhibit 37?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. TANNER: So this helps us when we
go back that we know what picture we're
talking about. You know, I'm just going to
take Exhibit 4 here. We'll just talk about
Exhibit 3 for a little while, okay?

MR. BLACKMON: Uh-huh.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you recognize it
at all?

MR. BLACKMON: No. I don't recognize
none of that.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you know what --

MR. BLACKMON: (Indiscernible), but
it's a little bit Arabic, guess so.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: It's Arabic?
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MR. BLACKMON: Guess so.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you recognize
that?

MR. BLACKMON: Some of it I
understand. Some of it I don't understand.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. Did you ever
write Arabic?

MR. BLACKMON: No, never in my life,
never, never in my life.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Did you ever draw?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, but I never drew
nothing like that, though. That don't even
look like me.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: So this is not
something you made?

MR. BLACKMON: I don't even know where
it came from.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you have any idea
what it is?

MR. BLACKMON: Would be a photograph
and a picture of some guy. I never seen
that a day in my life.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Let me take away
Exhibit 3. And Exhibit 4, do you recognize

that?
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MR. BLACKMON: Like an apartment, a
house or something.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Have you ever seen
it before?

MR. BLACKMON: Never in my life, no.
Never seen it before in my life.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: So is this something
that you drew or not?

MR. BLACKMON: I can't even draw —-

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: -- a box.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: All right. All
right. Thank you.

MR. BLACKMON: Got a guy trying to
look like me every damn (indiscernible).
That's crazy -- whoever draw that picture,
they can't certainly draw, I know that.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Did you ever carry a
knifev?

MR. BLACKMON: Never in my life,
never, never, never, never.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Earlier you were
talking to me a little bit about your plea.
Can you tell me about how that came about?

MR. BLACKMON: When I was going to
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court.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Uh-huh.

MR. BLACKMON: I know one thing, they
supposed to have gave me a plea bargain,
right?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Uh-huh.

MR. BLACKMON: They didn't give me
nothing.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: What were -- what
did you think they were supposed to give
you?

MR. BLACKMON: Time cut off and all
that mess they said I did. The law changed
since then.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: What did you think
you were receiving?

MR. BLACKMON: They said a life
sentence with parole.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Have you ever gone
before the parole board?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, I did that. They
keep sending me letters due to the fact
your condition can't, you know, let you go
-- the same o0ld thing over and over.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: What do you remember
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about your discussions with your attorney
about your plea? How did that come about?

MR. BLACKMON: We never even ever
talked about my plea, nothing. He would
say "plead guilty." That's all what he
said, and I plead guilty after four or five
times of being up in there.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Of being up in
where?

MR. BLACKMON: The courthouse.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: How many times did
you talk about a plea with your attorney?

MR. BLACKMON: We never even brought
that subject up.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you remember
having a hearing on your -- the statements
that you made to Detective Holder and
Detective Munday?

MR. BLACKMON: I believe so.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: What do you remember
about that?

MR. BLACKMON: I can't -- it's hard to
function. I knew everything what they did
and what they said was I lied to them, I

know that.
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MS. BRIDENSTINE: Why did you plead
guilty?

MR. BLACKMON: Because he told me to
plead guilty so I plead guilty, but when I
was going to court the first three times, I
pleaded not guilty, not guilty, not guilty.
And then they said "plead guilty," so I
just plead guilty, and they just gave me
all that time. I didn't know what was
going on back then.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you remember
anything about court when you pled guilty,
what happened, what was said?

MR. BLACKMON: I don't remember
nothing.

MS. TANNER: Mr. Blackmon, I know I've
been asking you questions here and there,
but just as a reminder, I'm Beth, okay.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. TANNER: I want to go back a
little bit to the earlier piece where we
were talking about your turban.

MR. BLACKMON: Uh-huh.

MS. TANNER: What did you wear in New

York City (sic) as it related to your
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turban?

MR. BLACKMON: The same thing, the
turban, a little black and white, that's
all.

MS. TANNER: Okay. And in North
Carolina, did you go to a barbershop?

MR. BLACKMON: Oh, yeah, yeah. Holder
and Munday, they took me to the barbershop
to get a shave and a haircut.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Why did they do
that?

MR. BLACKMON: To try to get -- make
me seem to be the person they said I was
and I was not.

MS. TANNER: What barbershop?

MR. BLACKMON: I can't remember what
street it was on.

MS. TANNER: Okay. Was it in Raleigh?

MR. BLACKMON: It was in Raleigh.

MS. TANNER: Do you remember what was
around it?

MR. BLACKMON: I don't remember that
neither. Now I'm beginning to remember
what was going -- that happened now, yeah,

because they paid for me to get a haircut
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and a shave.

MS. TANNER: Besides the barbershop
you went to with Holder and Munday, before
you met them, did you ever go to a
barbershop?

MR. BLACKMON: Never, never, never,
never.

MS. TANNER: Okay. How about in New
York, did you have a barber or somebody you
went to?

MR. BLACKMON: Never, never, never.

MS. TANNER: Who helped you with your
hair?

MR. BLACKMON: I was doing an afro
then. Huh?

MS. TANNER: Go ahead, tell me again.

MR. BLACKMON: I was wearing afros
back then.

MS. TANNER: So listen, obviously, I
don't have an afro.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. TANNER: So tell me what you mean
by that.

MR. BLACKMON: You know how they have

-—- remember Michael Jackson he wear his
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hair like that?

MS. TANNER: Uh-huh.

MR. BLACKMON: That's called an afro.

MS. TANNER: ©Now, you're holding your
hands out this much. Was it big?

MR. BLACKMON: No. I'm saying it was
a regular size. You know how they have an
afro —--

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: -- Michael Jackson used
to have an afro, it was like that, but a
little shorter, cut down a little about
like that there, though.

MS. TANNER: Okay. How tall was it on
your head, your afro?

MR. BLACKMON: About like that.

MS. TANNER: Okay. So you --

MR. BLACKMON: That's when I had all
my hair on my head.

MS. TANNER: Okay. I just want to
make sure. So you're holding your hands
about the length of your face?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, about like to
there.

MS. TANNER: Okay. And with cutting
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your afro, did you go to a barbershop for
that?
MR. BLACKMON: Never, I never went to

-- no. I always had a (indiscernible) on

MS. TANNER: Okay. How did you keep
your hair neat?

MR. BLACKMON: I would comb it and
brush it.

MS. TANNER: Okay. How about your
beard?

MR. BLACKMON: I comb it and brush it.

MS. TANNER: Okay. Do you remember --
now we talked about Mr. -- we talked about
Holder and Munday picking you up after the
library.

MR. BLACKMON: Uh-huh.

MS. TANNER: How many times did you
visit with Holder and Munday before they
took you to the barbershop?

MR. BLACKMON: Let's see, about four,
five times.

MS. TANNER: Okay. So after four or
five times, then they took you to the

barbershop?
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MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, yeah.

MS. TANNER: Where were you living
when they took you to the barbershop on
that visit?

MR. BLACKMON: I was back in Dorothea
Dix then.

MS. TANNER: You were in Dorothea Dix.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, yeah.

MS. TANNER: Okay. You said it was
warm when you went to Lumberton.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah. Warm when I
left, too.

MS. TANNER: Okay. It was warm when
you left, too?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah. The hot -- the
cold weather, freezing on me.

MS. TANNER: Where did you go after
you left Lumberton?

MR. BLACKMON: I came back to Raleigh.

MS. TANNER: Okay. Sorry. The friend
that you lived with in New York after
Attica -- well, let me make sure I'm
understanding. You met a friend in Attica-?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. TANNER: And then you lived with
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his friend?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you remember the
name of the friend you lived with?

MR. BLACKMON: I can't -- I don't even
remember now.

MS. TANNER: Okay. And he had a lady
that lived with him?

MR. BLACKMON: Oh, that was in
Binghamton, right?

MS. TANNER: Uh-huh. Well, you tell
me, but yeah.

MR. BLACKMON: The guy's name, his
name was Dot.

MS. TANNER: Doc?

MR. BLACKMON: Dot, like dot, like a
dot.

MS. TANNER: Uh-huh.

MR. BLACKMON: And I can't remember
his old lady's name, but she was white girl
and he was a black guy.

MS. TANNER: So Dot like a dot on a
piece of paper?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. TANNER: Okay, got it. And then
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do you remember any other names that he had
like his last name?

MR. BLACKMON: No. I don't remember
nothing, no, no.

MS. TANNER: Okay. And the friend in
Attica, do you remember his name?

MR. BLACKMON: I don't remember his
name either.

MS. TANNER: Okay. When you were in
New York and you came down to Lumberton
when it was warm, was there any time before
that that you had come down to Lumberton?

MR. BLACKMON: No. That was my first
time and only time, then I stayed.

MS. TANNER: And what -- how did you
get down here to Lumberton?

MR. BLACKMON: By bus.

MS. TANNER: Okay. What city does the
bus or did the bus drop you off in?

MR. BLACKMON: It dropped me off in
Lumberton.

MS. TANNER: Okay. Erma, now I know
we talked about you going to Florida some.
Did you meet Erma before or after you went

to Florida?
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MR. BLACKMON: Before, before.

MS. TANNER: Where?

MR. BLACKMON: In Raleigh.

MS. TANNER: Where at in Raleigh?

MR. BLACKMON: Her apartment.

MS. TANNER: Okay. Where did you
first meet Erma? So I met my husband in
college. Where did you meet Erma-?

MR. BLACKMON: I met her through a
friend, through a friend.

MS. TANNER: And the first time you
ever saw Erma in person was where?

MR. BLACKMON: At her house.

MS. TANNER: At her house. Was it
cold? Was it warm?

MR. BLACKMON: It was chilly, a little
breeze.

MS. TANNER: Okay. Do you remember
what time of year that was?

MR. BLACKMON: No, not right off.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: And how did you meet
Erma again?

MR. BLACKMON: Through a friend.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: And where were you?
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MR. BLACKMON: I was at -- where the
hell T was at? I was in Dorothea Dix.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: So the friend, where
was the friend who introduced you?

MR. BLACKMON: Hm?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Where was the friend
who introduced you?

MR. BLACKMON: He was -- his name was
-— I can't remember his name. His name was
William Jones.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Where did you meet
Mr. Jones?

MR. BLACKMON: I met him at Dorothea
Dix.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: And Mr. Jones was
friends with Erma Williams?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, yeah.

MS. TANNER: Was Mr. Jones a patient?

MR. BLACKMON: He was, yeah.

MS. TANNER: And how about Ms.
Williams?

MR. BLACKMON: She used to be, but she
was out by then.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MS. TANNER: Your job at Black &
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Decker, I want to make sure I'm
understanding this.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. TANNER: How long had you been
dating Erma before you started that job?

MR. BLACKMON: I'd say about four,
five months.

MS. TANNER: Okay. And then you
started your job at Black & Decker?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. TANNER: And while you were in
North Carolina either at Lumberton or in
Raleigh or anywhere, you had no other job
besides this one at Black & Decker?

MR. BLACKMON: That's it.

MS. TANNER: And I want to go back to
when you were in New York with Peggy
Labarr.

MR. BLACKMON: Uh-huh.

MS. TANNER: Did you work when you
were dating her?

MR. BLACKMON: No, no, I wasn't.

MS. TANNER: You weren't, okay. And
how about when you were living at the YMCA,

did you work then?
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MR. BLACKMON: No, I wasn't.

MS. TANNER: Okay. And what was the
job you held -- what jobs did you have at
any time when you were in New York?

MR. BLACKMON: I was working at
McDonald's.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: And I had a job of
putting frames together, like wood, wood
frames, putting -- sanding them and putting
them together, and that was about it.

MS. TANNER: Okay. So a McDonald's
job and then putting wood frames together?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, yeah.

MS. TANNER: Any other job that you
had in New York?

MR. BLACKMON: No, no.

MS. TANNER: When you were working at
McDonald's, where were you living?

MR. BLACKMON: I had my own apartment
then.

MS. TANNER: Okay. And when you were
putting the frames together, where were you
working then -- where were you living then?

MR. BLACKMON: I was living with my
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brother.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: In what city?

MR. BLACKMON: That was in, yeah,
Syracuse.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: So was this before
you went to Attica?

MR. BLACKMON: After. I was out by
then. That been a long time ago.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: So after Attica you
lived where in New York?

MR. BLACKMON: I had my own apartment
then. I don't remember what street it was
on and everything.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Remember what city?

MR. BLACKMON: Huh?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: What city or town?

MR. BLACKMON: It was in -- what's
that question again-?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: After Attica, do you
remember what city or town you were living
in?

MR. BLACKMON: Oh, after I got out of

Attica?
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MS. BRIDENSTINE: Uh-huh.

MR. BLACKMON: I went to Binghamton.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Did you go to
Syracuse after Attica?

MR. BLACKMON: No. I went straight to
Binghamton.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Did you ever live in
Syracuse?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, but that's where
my stepfather and stepmother were living.
That's where they brought us when we was
children coming up. I was raised up in
upstate New York.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: So when you had that
job at McDonald's and the frames, where
were you living?

MR. BLACKMON: I was -- I lived with
my brother.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: And that was in?

MR. BLACKMON: Syracuse.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: All right.

MS. TANNER: Do you remember the name
of the business you were putting frames

together for?
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MR. BLACKMON: No. It's been a long
time, no.

MS. TANNER: What kind of frames?

MR. BLACKMON: You know how -- picture
frames --

MS. TANNER: Like picture frames?

MR. BLACKMON: -- you got to sand them
and stuff --

MS. TANNER: Yeah.

MR. BLACKMON: -- then put them
together.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, sand them, yeah.

MS. TANNER: Okay. And was that like
a store somewhere?

MR. BLACKMON: It was a wood factory.

MS. TANNER: At a factory.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, make wood frames
and stuff like that.

MS. TANNER: Okay. I want to -- we
talked about the library in Raleigh, and we
talked about the lady at Black & Decker in
Raleigh.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. TANNER: Was there ever another



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

111

time where you got in trouble with any
ladies?

MR. BLACKMON: No, never no time,
never.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: Not nothing. That was
the first time and the last time.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Did you ever visit
any college campuses in Raleigh?

MR. BLACKMON: None that I know of.
Oh, yes, Shaw University.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: What did you do
there?

MR. BLACKMON: I lived with a lady and
she was -- I can't remember, but I used to
talk to her. I can't remember who she was,
though. I used to go there and go to the
library a lot.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Where is Shaw
University? Where is Shaw?

MR. BLACKMON: I never been to Shaw
University. I'm saying -- yeah, Shaw
University, yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Have you been there?
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MR. BLACKMON: vyeah, I've been to Shaw
University, yeah.
MS. BRIDENSTINE: Where would you go?

MR. BLACKMON: I used to go to the

library, read -- get books out and read and
talk to the -- she was the half-president,
manager. I used to talk to her. That was
about it.

MS. TANNER: Do you remember her name?

MR. BLACKMON: It's been a long time.
And then when they arrested me, I had her
phone number. I called her. They was
trying to get me some help, but I lost
everything I had. 1It's been a long time.

MS. TANNER: The person -- was there
just one person at Shaw University you talked
to?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, this one, yeah.

MS. TANNER: Did you talk to him about
this case?

MR. BLACKMON: That was a woman.

MS. TANNER: Oh, okay, talk to her.
Did you talk to her about this case?

MR. BLACKMON: I didn't even know

nothing about the case.
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MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: Nothing.

MS. TANNER: Did you talk to her about
Detectives Holder and Munday, their
interviews?

MR. BLACKMON: No, I never -- no, no,
no.

MS. TANNER: Okay. And you don't
remember her name?

MR. BLACKMON: Don't remember her
name.

MS. TANNER: Okay. How many times did
you go visit her at Shaw?

MR. BLACKMON: Every often -- every
now and then I'd go talk to her, sit there
and talk to her, and she gave me good
advice.

MS. TANNER: What did she give you
advice about?

MR. BLACKMON: About trying to get my
education together.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: When did you go
visit Shaw? Where were you living?

MR. BLACKMON: I was living with my

girlfriend, Erma.
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MS. TANNER: When you were living with
Erma, I know you said you were going to
Shaw some, what else did you and Erma like
to do?

MR. BLACKMON: Go out for walks, go to
the park, go out walking at night. It's two
lovely people, that's all.

MS. TANNER: What parks did you like
to visit with her?

MR. BLACKMON: Pullen Park, we used to
go there sometime or go out walking at
night. That's about it.

MS. TANNER: How about you, what did
you like to do if Erma wasn't with you?

MR. BLACKMON: She always was. I was
never alone.

MS. TANNER: She was always with you?

MR. BLACKMON: I ain't got nothing to
say about that.

MS. TANNER: What about you said you
liked to go on walks. Did you have like a
particular path you took?

MR. BLACKMON: No, no. We just walked
together. You know how you get together

and go for like a little moon walk.
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MS. TANNER: Uh-huh.

MR. BLACKMON: Do a little coochie-
woochie (sic) in the dark.

MS. TANNER: Okay. Before you lived
with Erma, remind me again, where were you?

MR. BLACKMON: Hm?

MS. TANNER: Where were you before you
lived with Erma?

MR. BLACKMON: I was in Dorothea Dix.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: I mean, yeah, yeah,
Dorothea Dix.

MS. TANNER: Okay. And before
Dorothea Dix?

MR. BLACKMON: I was in Lumberton
then.

MS. TANNER: Okay. Did you —-- when
you were in Lumberton, was there ever
occasion for you to leave Lumberton and go
visit Raleigh?

MR. BLACKMON: No.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: The only time I came
back, when I called the police for them to

come and pick me up and bring me back.
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MS. BRIDENSTINE: When was that?

MR. BLACKMON: I don't remember when
that was. That's been a long time.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Who came and -- did
someone come and get you?

MR. BLACKMON: Holder and Munday, they
come and got me to bring me back to
Raleigh. And when they brought me back, I
went to -- (indiscernible) -- I believe I
went to Dix, then from Dix back with my
girl.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Why did you come
back from Lumberton to Raleigh at that
point?

MR. BLACKMON: Because I wanted to get
back with my lady. She was waiting on me.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Which lady?

MR. BLACKMON: Erma.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Erma.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. TANNER: I just want to make sure
I'm clear on this because we've had a lot
of labels here, okay.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. TANNER: We were showing you more
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than one thing at the time.

MR. BLACKMON: Uh-huh.

MS. TANNER: So I'm going to show you
again what we've marked as Exhibit 1. That
just helps us mark it.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. TANNER: Do you recognize the
person pictured here?

MR. BLACKMON: That don't like -- that
ain't never looked nothing like me right
there.

MS. TANNER: Okay. That's okay. What
I want to know is do you --

MR. BLACKMON: You can tell that face
look like me a little bit, but that's not
me.

MS. TANNER: Okay. My -- let me make
sure I'm clear on this. Do you recognize
this person?

MR. BLACKMON: No. I don't recognize
-- I've never looked nothing like that
there.

MS. TANNER: Okay. Now I'm going to
do the same thing, show you Exhibit 2 since

we showed it together. Do you recognize
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this person?

MR. BLACKMON: No. Never saw him
never in my life.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: See how his teeth --
look at his teeth. Look at his teeth,
look. You see that?

MS. TANNER: So tell me -- actually, I
was going to ask you about your teeth. How
long have you been missing your bottom
tooth?

MR. BLACKMON: Oh, about four years.

MS. TANNER: About four -- did you
lose it in prison?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, I lost it in
prison.

MS. TANNER: Okay. And so before
that, you had all your teeth?

MR. BLACKMON: That's not me, though.

MS. TANNER: Oh, I know. I just was
going to ask you about that separately. I
just wanted to know about that.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah. Yeah.

MS. TANNER: Okay. And the -- we've

talked a little bit about the librarian and
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that incident. What was her name, the
librarian?

MR. BLACKMON: I can't remember. I
don't remember her name.

MS. TANNER: Okay. And you mentioned
to Ms. Bridenstine that you had never
carried a knife.

MR. BLACKMON: Never, knife, gun,
nothing.

MS. TANNER: Okay. That was -- you're
kind of getting to my question.

MR. BLACKMON: I always using them
right there.

MS. TANNER: Right. So we talked
about you being on the street.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. TANNER: And you said you always
used them right there, and you held up your
fists. Was there --

MR. BLACKMON: No, no. I'm
(indiscernible) in a fight or get in
trouble, then I use my hands. I don't use
no knife or a gun.

MS. TANNER: Right. Was there ever a

time that you used a weapon --
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MR. BLACKMON: Never, never.

MS. TANNER: -- besides what was
attached to your body?

MR. BLACKMON: Never, never, never,
never, never, never in my life.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: I had a couple
questions about --

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: -- when you met with
Detectives Munday and Holder.

MR. BLACKMON: Uh-huh.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you remember
going with them to the campus of St.
Augustine?

MR. BLACKMON: Oh, yeah. Oh, yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: What do you remember
about that?

MR. BLACKMON: At first, they said --
everything what they said out of their
mouth, that's what I said because I was all
messed up. Everything they said that I did
I admitted to it. And then when they took
me to the dorm where the girl got killed

there, right, they said that the guy came
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in the bottom door.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Which door?

MR. BLACKMON: Downstairs, the foot of
where, you know, where the (indiscernible)
rooms are. It was downstairs in the back,
and that the back downstairs, that door had
never been opened, never been touched in my
life, nothing, never been open. And then
they said that I was supposed to have been
up there in the bathroom, put a knife on
the girl's throat, bringing her back to the
room. Can't find the blood, no DNA,
nothing, no nothing. And I never did
nothing like that in my life, never in my
life.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Had you ever been to
that dorm before?

MR. BLACKMON: Never, never, no,
never, never, no. The only place I used to
go is Shaw University.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: So tell me about
that visit, though, with the --

MR. BLACKMON: Holder and Munday?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Uh-huh. How did

that start off? How did that go? Walk us
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through that.

MR. BLACKMON: At first, they called
me down to the office and they had me
saying if you agree with what they said, I
did, and I admit to saying everything. I
didn't know what I was doing. I've been
too gullible for people. I like to be nice
(indiscernible). I give them an arm and a
leg. You know what I'm saying? I don't
know what's going on.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: So what happened
after you went to campus with them? Do you
remember anyting from that?

MR. BLACKMON: Where, to --

MS. BRIDENSTINE: When you went to St.
Augustine's with Detectives Holder and
Munday, what happened?

MR. BLACKMON: Oh, oh, they said they
want me to show them how I got into the
room and everything and I killed the girl,
right? Now I was (indiscernible), you know
like they had the rooms down the bottom --
they had downstairs on the campus, you had
to go up to the -- to go up to the dorm --

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Uh-huh.
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MR. BLACKMON: -- I said I came
through that door. That door had never
been opened in its life, and they said the
girl got killed on the sixth or seventh
floor. They said "Take us to the room that
she got killed on --"

MS. BRIDENSTINE: On the what floor?

MR. BLACKMON: How many floors there,
six or seven? I can't remember how many
floors there was there, and they said "Now
take us to the room where you killed the
girl. That's crazy. They say "Take us to
the room." I took them to the room. All
that was wrong, too. They said I had a
knife in front of her throat, right, but I
bring her out of the bathroom because I
supposedly cut her when she was in there,
and they ain't got evidence of that
neither. That's crazy.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Where? Which room?
What are you talking about?

MR. BLACKMON: I don't know. They
said some room up there I supposedly killed
the girl there.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay.
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MR. BLACKMON: And there was supposed
to be blood. They couldn't find nothing.

I never killed no woman in my life, black
or white.

MS. TANNER: Can you explain more to
me about when you say that door had never
been open.

MR. BLACKMON: No, downstairs --

MS. TANNER: Yes, sir.

MR. BLACKMON: -- they said they want
me to show them how I got in, right.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: You know how the ground
floor is as they come in the door --

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: -- (indiscernible)
there and you walk up the steps, they had
the ground floor in the back of the dorm.
The ground floor in the back at that dorm
was never open in its life.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: And how do you know
that?

MR. BLACKMON: Because there was no
fingerprints on it. It was clapped

together (sound of clapping). Dust and



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

125

everything was on that door. I never went
in that door or back door they said they
had killed that girl in in the bottom floor
there, one step up the steps, and then they
say about sixth or seventh floor I
supposedly killed her in her room. I
supposedly taken out of the bathroom into
her room and cut her and killed her and all
that. They couldn't find nothing like
that.

MS. TANNER: Okay. Mr. Blackmon, what
is your understanding of this crime?

MR. BLACKMON: Crazy.

MS. TANNER: Okay. So what you're
talking about is a door that you went and
you had -- and it was dusty when you went?

MR. BLACKMON: No. I'm saying they
had the cop -- the cops came and --

MS. TANNER: Yes, sir.

MR. BLACKMON: -- the door had never
touched or opened.

MS. TANNER: Okay. And how do -- what
makes you believe that that was true? Tell
me again.

MR. BLACKMON: Because they said I
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came through the door. I actually wasn't
coming through -- I said the back door.
That door didn't open since we was going up
there to -- what campus it was.

MS. TANNER: What now?

MR. BLACKMON: St. Augustine.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: That door had never,
never, never been open.

MS. TANNER: Okay. So that's helpful
for me to understand that when you went
there, it was your understanding that that
door had never been open?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah. It wasn't
because everything was concealed together.

MS. TANNER: Okay. Help me understand
what you mean by that. What do you mean
everything was concealed together?

MR. BLACKMON: What I'm saying that
that door has never been entered.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: It had dust and
everything over that door.

MS. TANNER: It had dust over the

door.
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MR. BLACKMON: In order to get in that
door, you got to open it and you got
fingerprints. It can't open. It won't
even open.

MS. TANNER: Okay. When you went to
St. Augustine's, the door you're talking
about downstairs in the back --

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. TANNER: -- would not open?

MR. BLACKMON: Like I said, it's never
been open. It will, but it still didn't
open.

MS. TANNER: Okay. And it's never
been open?

MR. BLACKMON: ©No, no.

MS. TANNER: And you said that there
was dust across 1it?

MR. BLACKMON: Everything.

MS. TANNER: Was there any other
reason for you to believe that that door
had not been opened before?

MR. BLACKMON: Because when the police
took me there, they looked. Everybody
could tell and see that it's never been

open.
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MS. BRIDENSTINE: What did the police
tell you?

MR. BLACKMON: I'm saying everybody
could see that the door has never ever been
open.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Why did you think it
was --

MR. BLACKMON: I don't know. I was
just going by what they said. I wasn't
using my own reason. I was using their
reason.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: I wasn't using my own
reason. I was using their reason.

MS. TANNER: And when you —-- so when
you went to St. Augustine's, and we're
talking about this back door --

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. TANNER: -- do you remember the
name of the building?

MR. BLACKMON: ©No, I don't remember
the name of the building.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: I don't remember

nothing.
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MS. TANNER: And when you went to the

back door, what did you

do?

MR. BLACKMON: I didn't do nothing.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: They said I came

through from the back door.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

And where did you

go? Did you go to the back door?

MR. BLACKMON: No,
see no (indiscernible).

MS. TANNER: Okay.

they didn't ever

So let me clear on

what I'm asking. When you were with

Detectives Munday and Holder --

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. TANNER: -- did you go to that

back door?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, but what I'm

saying we came in the front door.

MS. TANNER: You came in the front

door.

MR. BLACKMON: But he said "How did

you come in?" I say "I

came in the back

door." The door never did open, though.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

with Munday and Holder,

When you visited

did you go look at
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that back door at all?

MR. BLACKMON: They said, "How did you
get in here?" I say "Through the back
door." The back door never was open.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: You told them that
you came in through the back door?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah. The back door
ain't never been open in its life.

MS. TANNER: At that visit did you go
through that back door?

MR. BLACKMON: No, I didn't go through
it, no.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: That thing, everything
was sealed and locked.

MS. TANNER: Everything was sealed and
locked?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. TANNER: Okay. Did you try to go
through the back door?

MR. BLACKMON: No. I didn't even
touch the back door.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: Not nothing.

MS. TANNER: And where did you go
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after you came in the first floor and had
this discussion about the back door? What
happened next with Munday and Holder?

MR. BLACKMON: Oh, then they said
"Take us up to the floor that you killed
that girl on," right. Because they told
me, they said that girl was killed, she was
—-— they grabbed her out of the bathroom and
brought her to her room. She was cut open
and killed.

MS. TANNER: Okay. So where did you
go next?

MR. BLACKMON: I didn't go nowhere.

MS. TANNER: Okay. Was there occasion
during that visit that you were -- you went
to a different floor besides the first
floor?

MR. BLACKMON: They said -- I don't
know what floor they're on, but they said
the girl got killed upstairs somewhere.
They didn't say "Show us where you killed
her," so I went to the fourth, fifth, or
sixth floor, something, and that was it.

MS. TANNER: Okay. How many floors

did you visit in that building that day?
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MR. BLACKMON: About three.

MS. TANNER: About three.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. TANNER: Okay. And what bathrooms
on those floors did you visit?

MR. BLACKMON: I never did visit no
damn one.

MS. TANNER: Okay. So when you were
with Munday and Holder --

MR. BLACKMON: Uh-huh.

MS. TANNER: -- you started at the
bottom floor --

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. TANNER: -- then you went up to
maybe three other floors?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah.

MS. TANNER: Okay. At your first stop
at a different floor besides the bottom
floor --

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, uh-huh.

MS. TANNER: -- what did you do?

MR. BLACKMON: He said "Show us where
the girl was killed and what room that she
was in," right?

MS. TANNER: Uh-huh.
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MR. BLACKMON: So I said the bathroom
and I took —-- they showed me some room and
that was it.

MS. TANNER: Okay. Was there only one
bathroom that you saw that day on the
campus?

MR. BLACKMON: That's the only one
they say what happened.

MS. TANNER: Okay. And how many
bedrooms did you look in that day on
campus?

MR. BLACKMON: Only one.

MS. TANNER: Okay. When you went to
three different floors, so there's only one
bathroom and one bedroom that you saw, what
happened on the other two floors?

MR. BLACKMON: I never did go to other
two floors.

MS. TANNER: Okay. And where did you
go first when you went to the floor where
you went to the bathroom and the bedroom?

MR. BLACKMON: The first was
downstairs.

MS. TANNER: Okay. Did you go to a

bathroom and a bedroom downstairs?
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MR. BLACKMON: No. They said the
bathroom -- upstairs.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Who said that?

MR. BLACKMON: That's what Munday and
Holder told me.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: So everything that they
said I did, I just followed everything what
they said, I said.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: I wasn't thinking on my
own. I was thinking what they told me to
think.

MS. TANNER: What was your
understanding of where this girl was
killed?

MR. BLACKMON: I don't know.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: I don't -- I mean, I
don't know, never seen it, don't know
nothing.

MS. TANNER: I understand. What were
you told on that day you visited St.

Augustine about where that girl was killed?
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MR. BLACKMON: He had the whole damn
plan mapped out. Everything Holder and
Munday said I admit to it. I said the same
the plain words that they said I said, the
same words.

MS. TANNER: I understand. So what
did they say about the location of where
she was killed?

MR. BLACKMON: They didn't say
nothing.

MS. TANNER: Okay. You don't recall
any conversations about them discussing
with you where the victim was killed?

MR. BLACKMON: Oh, yeah, yeah, yeah,
yeah. Even before we got there they said
all that.

MS. TANNER: Okay. Tell me what they
told you about that.

MR. BLACKMON: It's hard for me to
think.

MS. TANNER: I understand.

MR. BLACKMON: What I'm saying --

MS. TANNER: Take your time.

MR. BLACKMON: What I'm saying,

though, they -- this is hard for me to
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think.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: 1It's hard for me to
think.

MS. TANNER: Were you told whether
this person was killed in a bedroom or in a
bathroom?

MR. BLACKMON: In a bedroom.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: They said I supposed to
have brought her out of the bathroom into
her dorm room, and the dorm room, they
showed me that she was in, had two beds in
it, so she had to have been (indiscernible)
with a friend, see what I'm saying, in a
room.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you remember
seeing anyone else in the dorm that day --

MR. BLACKMON: No, no --

MS. BRIDENSTINE: -- or talking to
anyone who worked there or lived there?

MR. BLACKMON: Oh, some officer came
over here and they had Holder and Munday
together. I can't remember who he was.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Another officer was
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there?

MR. BLACKMON: He was a ground
officer.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Oh, okay.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. TANNER: What do you mean by that,
"ground officer"?

MR. BLACKMON: The officer that be
checking the grounds and things.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: At St. Augustine's
campus?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, yeah, yeah. They
talked to him, but I don't know what's
going on, though.

MS. TANNER: Okay. So was he
associated with St. Augustine's campus or
with Raleigh Police?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, yeah, Augustine
campus.

MS. TANNER: Got it. Anybody else
that you talked to that day?

MR. BLACKMON: No. I can't remember
nothing. It's hard.

MS. TANNER: I understand.

MR. BLACKMON: There's been a thousand
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questions and the same thing, you know.

MS. TANNER: I know. Lawyers ask a
lot of questions, don't we? That's what we
do.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. TANNER: It's true. You mentioned
a Floyd guy with the same identical case.

MR. BLACKMON: Uh-huh.

MS. TANNER: What same identical case?
Do you mean to your criminal case or do you
mean to a different kind of case, Floyd?

MR. BLACKMON: For what? Floyd?

MS. TANNER: Floyd.

MR. BLACKMON: No. Floyd, he's the
one that was at Dorothea Dix that had been
to Florida and everything. They paid him
off for lying, saying he did something that
he didn't do. And me and his case is kind
of similar together.

MS. TANNER: Okay. So he was accused
of what?

MR. BLACKMON: I don't know what he
was —-- he killed -- I don't know. You know
what I'm saying? That's the Floyd guy they

have for that charge. You heard about that



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

139

in Raleigh, that Floyd guy?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Is this something
recent or something that happened back
then?

MR. BLACKMON: This happened about a
good 15 years back.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. What do you
remember about it?

MR. BLACKMON: I just knew that he got
paid for them lying on him and saying that
he did something what he didn't do. And
then his case come almost together.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: And who was lying on

him?

MR. BLACKMON: Huh?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Who was lying on
him?

MR. BLACKMON: Huh?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Who was lying on
him?

MR. BLACKMON: Not lying.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: You said someone was
lying about it.

MR. BLACKMON: Wait a minute. Oh, I'm

saying that they found that what he did, he
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didn't do. And my case is like similar to
his, the same way.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. And what is
similar about that, like what do you see is
similar?

MR. BLACKMON: 1It's hard. I can't
think right now. Sorry.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: My mind, you know, is
going back and forth. 1It's been a long
time.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: And this is Floyd,
is this someone that you knew or someone
that you read about?

MR. BLACKMON: No, this -- he was in
the newspaper for getting all that money --

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Oh.

MR. BLACKMON: -- that they tried to
kill him. The same thing that happened to
him at Dix happened to me. And he been to
California to Florida, and the same thing
happened to him out there in Florida, too,
the same thing.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. So he was

also in Dorothea Dix —--
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MR. BLACKMON: Back then, though, but
I never did know him.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: See what I'm saying? I
never did know him.

MS. TANNER: You said you got advice
from somebody at Shaw University or that
the person there gave you good advice.

MR. BLACKMON: I can't remember the
lady's name, but it's been a long time.

MS. TANNER: It has.

MR. BLACKMON: She don't work there no
more over there.

MS. TANNER: Oaky.

MR. BLACKMON: She moved on.

MS. TANNER: Was there anybody that
you asked for advice about related to your
talks with Munday and Holder?

MR. BLACKMON: Oh, yeah. When I was
in jail, right, for my case, I called her
on the phone and was talking to her. I
lost her phone number. I couldn't get in
contact with her no more.

MS. TANNER: Okay. Was there anybody

else besides her that you talked to about
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your interviews with Munday and Holder?

MR. BLACKMON: No, nobody, nobody.

MS. TANNER: Okay. Does any of your
family come to visit you?

MR. BLACKMON: They used to, but all
of them dead now except my brother and my
sister and my aunt. They're the only ones
living.

MS. TANNER: When was the last --

MR. BLACKMON: All my people passed
away since I've been locked up.

MS. TANNER: Okay. When was the last
time you visited or spoke with your
brother?

MR. BLACKMON: 1It's been about five or
eight years.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Which brother are we
talking about?

MR. BLACKMON: Freddie.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Freddie.

MR. BLACKMON: I need you to get my
brother's phone number for me.

MS. TANNER: We can get that.

MR. BLACKMON: You got it?

MS. MCNEILL: If I don't have it, they
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have it.

MS. MCNEILL: Yeah. We can find it.

MS. MCNEILL: I'll get it to you.

MR. BLACKMON: But what I'm saying,
though, they gave me a number, I tried to
call (indiscernible) always off and on.

MS. MCNEILL: Oh, okay, okay. Well, I
can give you what we can find. TI'll try.

MR. BLACKMON: But you said my
brother, he called, got in contact with you
about me?

MS. MCNEILL: Yeah, he did, so I can
give you the number that he gave me.

MR. BLACKMON: I need that, yeah.

MS. MCNEILL: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: Thank you.

MS. MCNEILL: 1I'll have to -- I'll go
-- when I get back to the office, I'll look
for it.

MR. BLACKMON: You'll send it to them?

MS. MCNEILL: Yeah.

MR. BLACKMON: All right. I
appreciate that because I don't know what's
going on.

MS. TANNER: Mr. Thompson who is your
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friend --

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. TANNER: -- did he ever go to
school?

MR. BLACKMON: Oh, yeah. He went to
Shaw University.

MS. TANNER: He went to Shaw?

MR. BLACKMON: He went for business

administration, got a job for business

administration. Then later on he got real
sick because he's a Vietnam vet. He got
real sick real bad, arms. Everything got

(indiscernible) with him.

MS. TANNER: Was there ever occasion
for you to visit him when he was going to
Shaw University?

MR. BLACKMON: No, no, never.

MS. TANNER: Okay. And when he went
to Shaw, did he live there?

MR. BLACKMON: I don't know where he
lived. He probably had a room somewhere.
I don't know.

MS. TANNER: Okay. Was there ever a
school that Mr. Thompson was at that you

visited him at school?
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MR. BLACKMON: No, never.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: That was my best buddy
right there.

MS. TANNER: Uh-huh. When was the
last time you talked to him?

MR. BLACKMON: Been ages.

MS. TANNER: Ages?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah. His phone number
was not working neither.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: Everybody is moving on.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: When was the last
time you saw someone, visited you here?

MR. BLACKMON: I haven't seen my
brother in about four, five years now.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: What about your
sister?

MR. BLACKMON: I don't know what she
doing, but my brother came to see me when I
was in Raleigh for the -- I didn't even --
for the first time. I didn't even know who
the hell he was.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: When was that?
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MR. BLACKMON: The first time -- it was
my first time seeing him. I never seen him
before.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: No, I mean, when did
you see him in Raleigh?
MR. BLACKMON: About five years ago --

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: -— when I was up there
in Raleigh.
MS. BRIDENSTINE: Is that -- were you

at Central or --

MR. BLACKMON: Yes, Central Prison,
mental health. First time I ever seen my
brother.

MS. TANNER: And, Mr. Blackmon, I may
have asked you this before, but just so I'm
clear, when you were working for Black &
Decker, was it only one building that you
worked in as a custodian?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, one Dbuilding,
yeah.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: We had our own floors.

MS. TANNER: Okay. And that was the

place where they made the batteries and the
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flashlights?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, all that stuff,
saw machines and all that stuff.

MS. TANNER: Okay. Was that in the
building where you were working?

MR. BLACKMON: No. That was
downstairs. That was like -- I was
upstairs. I was cleaning the rooms, the
offices and stuff.

MS. TANNER: Offices?

MR. BLACKMON: Offices and rooms and
vacuumed the floor.

MS. TANNER: Okay. And there was no
other building at Black & Decker sent you
to to go clean?

MR. BLACKMON: No, no, no.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MS. TANNER: I think other than that
in the last few.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Uh-huh. Do you want
to -- do you recognize this? I'm going to
mark it as Exhibit 5.

MR. BLACKMON: That don't look nothing
like me. I know that. No way.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Have you ever seen



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

148

it before?

MR. BLACKMON: Never, never, never.
Who the hell is that?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Just asking if you
recognize it.

MR. BLACKMON: 1It's not -- but kind of
the face looks like me, but that's not me,
though. How old is that picture right
there?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: That's pretty old.
Have you ever seen it before?

MR. BLACKMON: Never in my life.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: Never have I seen
pictures like that, never. Everybody got
twins. It makes it like -- you know that,
don't you?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Everybody has what?

MR. BLACKMON: Twins and --

MS. TANNER: That's true.

MR. BLACKMON: Everybody do.

MS. TANNER: I think that's probably
true.

MR. BLACKMON: For real.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Doppleganger. I
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think it's sometimes called a doppelganger,
someone who looks just like you.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, yeah. 1It's like
that. Now they're for real, though.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: All right. So you
think it's a real thing-?

MR. BLACKMON: What?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: You think it's a
real thing?

MS. TANNER: Doppelgangers?

MR. BLACKMON: What?

MS. TANNER: The doppelgangers.

MR. BLACKMON: What's that?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: It's like someone
who looks exactly like you.

MR. BLACKMON: Oh, yeah, yeah, yeah,

yveah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: But is not related
to you.

MR. BLACKMON: No, no. Yeah, yeah,
yeah, yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay.
MS. TANNER: I do have one more,
sorry. We talked about the library and we

talked about the lady at Black & Decker.
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Did you ever get in trouble related to a
lady in a bathroom besides what we've
talked about today?

MR. BLACKMON: Oh, never, never, never
in my life, never, never, never, never in
my life.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: Never.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: I just want to ask
you a couple questions. When you were in
the lineup, you said you were at Central
Prison?

MR. BLACKMON: Yes, ma'am.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you remember why
you were at Central Prison?

MR. BLACKMON: Let's see —-- (pause) I
had nowhere else to go but to Dorothea Dix.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: So do you remember
when -- was this before you went to
Dorothea Dix, after?

MR. BLACKMON: What's that?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: The lineup, do you
remember --

MR. BLACKMON: Oh, no. The lineup was

over there at Central Prison, the old
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Central Prison.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Okay. Do you
remember when that happened?

MR. BLACKMON: No. 1It's been years.
But you know something else, too? When
they had me on the lineup -- no, I don't
know nothing. I don't know.

MS. TANNER: Did it happen at Central
Prison?

MR. BLACKMON: What's that?

MS. TANNER: The lineup.

MR. BLACKMON: Oh, yeah, yeah, the
lineup was at Central back in the days,
yeah. That was a long time ago.

MS. TANNER: Out there on Western
Boulevard?

MR. BLACKMON: I'm saying at Central
Prison when I was in the lineup, that's
just where it took place at.

MS. TANNER: Okay. So you didn't
leave the prison for the lineup-?

MR. BLACKMON: No, I didn't
(indiscernible) . I've been locked up.
I've been locked up. But they said -- the

lady said they -- I was in about two or
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three different lineups back and forth.
They couldn't get it right.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: You were in more
than one?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, yeah, back and
forth, yeah. They couldn't get it right.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you remember
where you were for those?

MR. BLACKMON: It was in Raleigh, old
Central Prison. I can't remember, though.
That's been a long time ago.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Were they all at
Central Prison?

MR. BLACKMON: All at Central Prison,
all of them at Central Prison. Never --
nowhere else.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Did you know why
they were doing the lineups with you in
them?

MR. BLACKMON: Because they were
trying to find out if I was the person was
killing or not killing that girl.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: For this case?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, yeah.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: For the one you're
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in prison for now?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, yeah, killing the
girl. They couldn't find nothing.

MS. TANNER: So how many were there?

MR. BLACKMON: What?

MS. TANNER: How many lineups?

MR. BLACKMON: Lineups? About two or
three.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: No, no. One -- oh,
yeah, there was two there. One, that --
and then later on because they couldn't
find nothing.

MS. TANNER: $So one first and then one
later on?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, yeah, yeah.
That's all that it was.

MS. TANNER: Were they both where you
stood with you other men

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, with other men,

yeah. They changed -- I believe they
brought some more in, I believe. I don't
know for sure. I can't remember.

MS. TANNER: Where did they do that in

Central Prison; do you remember, like where
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would they do that?

MR. BLACKMON: No, no. They got
lineups everywhere, though.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: I can't remember where
it was at, but I just know they got them
everywhere.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: They probably got them
here, too.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Mr. Blackmon, did
you ever stab a girl at Latham Hall, St.
Augustine's in 19797

MR. BLACKMON: Never, I never stabbed,
cut nobody in my natural life.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Did you kill Helena
Payton?

MR. BLACKMON: I don't even know who
the hell that girl is. I never seen her in
my life. I don't know what's going on.
And that right there, that's not my
picture. That's somebody else that looks
like me.

MS. TANNER: Thank you for that
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information. It's helpful for us.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, thank you.
Everybody got look-alikes, though,
everybody.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Do you have any
questions or anything?

MR. BLACKMON: No. I ain't got
nothing to say. I'm just tired of doing
time. I want my freedom.

MS. TANNER: I understand.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Is there anything
else that you think that we should know
that's important that we have not gone over
yet?

MR. BLACKMON: Let me see, I believe
you about went over everything. I don't
know for sure.

MS. TANNER: All right.

MR. BLACKMON: I was so nice to
people. I give them my shirt, my shoes,
and everything, but they had me telling
lies on myself, though. These like this
sometime.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Now at the time, did

you know you were lying? At the time, did
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you know you were telling lies on yourself?

MR. BLACKMON: No, no. I didn't know
that, no.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: And why is that, do
you think?

MR. BLACKMON: Hm?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Why do you think you
didn't know it at the time?

MR. BLACKMON: I just didn't. I was
gullible. I went along with anything and
everything. That's why. I was gullible.
Excuse me, can you get my brother's phone
number? You got his phone number.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: I don't have it with
me.

MS. TANNER: We don't, and our -- so
our files are confidential, so we can share
stuff with you that you send to us or these
forms that you give to us, we'll definitely
get it to you, but --

MR. BLACKMON: Well, why do you got
that guy's picture and trying to make him
look like me?

MS. TANNER: So we -- so let me be

clear. We don't have any opinion --
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MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. TANNER: -- about what that
picture is or about any piece of this case.
We are just neutral, so we are just asking
questions.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. TANNER: So I don't have an
opinion about who that is or have come up
with one. We're just asking questions.

MR. BLACKMON: But why they show me
that picture there, though?

MS. TANNER: But -- because we are
just trying to identify something in the
file.

MR. BLACKMON: Oh, oh, oh.

MS. TANNER: So nonetheless, though,
just so you know, we can't give you a ton
of information just because --

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. TANNER: -- our investigation is
confidential.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. TANNER: But we are at the point
where your attorney —--

MR. BLACKMON: Can, yeah.
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MS. TANNER: -- is getting updates
about the case.

MR. BLACKMON: Okay.

MS. TANNER: That's right, and they're
confidential updates, so just so you're
clear --

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. TANNER: -- do you have any
questions for us about the process?

MR. BLACKMON: I hope the process be
soon. I'm getting my life together, you
know, getting myself back in order again.
Doing the right thing.

MS. MCNEILL: I'm guessing,
realistically, like we should prepare
ourselves for like -- it's going to be
months.

MS. TANNER: For what?

MS. MCNEILL: For -- well, when will
we know what the Commission --

MS. TANNER: So the Commission usually
deliberates at the end of the hearing and
will make a decision before they are gone.

MS. MCNEILL: Okay.

MS. TANNER: So they usually



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

159

deliberate right away and will not dismiss
until they have made a decision. We've
never not had it that way.

MS. MCNEILL: Okay.

MS. TANNER: It is possible and it is
outlined, you know, as a possibility --

MS. MCNEILL: Uh-huh.

MS. TANNER: -- and statutorily that
that means what the law says is that the
Commission could tell us "We have some more
questions. Go back and look into this and
this and this."

MS. MCNEILL: Okay.

MS. TANNER: That has never happened.
It's not to say it couldn't happen --

MS. MCNEILL: Okay.

MS. TANNER: -- I'm just telling you
it has never happened.

MR. BLACKMON: Excuse me --

MS. TANNER: Yes, sir.

MR. BLACKMON: -- now my old -- do
they still have my old transcripts right
there in the beginning?

MS. TANNER: So, Mr. Blackmon,

anything that you sent us and anything that
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we could collect from the clerk that they
still had or whatever we have collected, so
we have collected every document likely
that exists about your criminal case.

MR. BLACKMON: How about my files like
that, though?

MS. TANNER: So we can go back and
look at what files you sent us and we made
copies of, and I'll communicate to your
attorney what those are. We routinely will
make copies of your originals and send them
back to you, so, Ms. McNeill, if that's
something --

MS. MCNEILL: Yeah.

MR. BLACKMON: I ain't got nothing,
though.

MS. TANNER: I understand you don't,
but if you send it to us, our practice is
we make a copy of it and send it back to
you, so what I'm saying is for this
instance if between the time you send it to
us and now, you've lost track or somebody's
taken them, I can talk to Ms. McNeill about
that.

MR. BLACKMON: What I'm saying, they



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

161

just made a document like that about
everything I did.

MS. TANNER: Uh-huh.

MR. BLACKMON: My original document
just like that.

MS. TANNER: Your original?

MR. BLACKMON: Can't find that
nowhere.

MS. TANNER: Okay. And you brought
those original documents with you to
prison?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah. They was the
ones they gave me.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: And over the years it
got lost in this place.

MS. TANNER: Okay, but we --

MR. BLACKMON: I don't know what's
going on with that.

MS. TANNER: We'll check in with Ms.
McNeill about what we have and if there's
anything --

MS. MCNEILL: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: Yes.

MS. MCNEILL: And I will -- they're
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going to send me copies of what you signed,
and I'll send those to you, and I will give
you the phone number that I have for your
brother.

MR. BLACKMON: Okay. Thank you,
ma'am. I appreciate it. You got it on you
now or you going to send it to me?

MS. MCNEILL: I'm going to have to
send it to you. I have to go back and look
at your file.

MR. BLACKMON: Please send it to me
because I need to talk to him.

MS. MCNEILL: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: When he called you,
what did he say?

MS. MCNEILL: It was a while ago, and
he wanted to know kind of what was going on
and how you were doing and wanted you to
have his phone number, but it was a couple
years ago, and —--

MR. BLACKMON: But you got his latest
phone number today?

MS. MCNEILL: I don't know. I'll have
to go look. Let me go look into it.

MR. BLACKMON: But how long ago would
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he called you, though?

MS. MCNEILL: It's been years.

MR. BLACKMON: Ah, man, damn. I bet I
got the same damn number (indiscernible)
contact (indiscernible), the same number.
I've been trying to call and call and
everything on the down-low.

MS. MCNEILL: Well --

MR. BLACKMON: Damn.

MS. MCNEILL: -- we'll try. I'll send
you what I have and we can go from there.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. MCNEILL: And we'll be in touch,
and like I told Jonathan, he's going to
come meet you and --

MR. BLACKMON: Who?

MS. MCNEILL: Jonathan Braun.

MR. BLACKMON: Who's that?

MS. MCNEILL: He's an attorney with
Prisoner Legal Services who is going to
help me with your case.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. MCNEILL: And he knows that you
want to meet him --

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah. Is he from
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Raleigh?

MS. MCNEILL: He's originally -- he
works in Raleigh. He's originally from
Chapel Hill.

MR. BLACKMON: Oh.

MS. MCNEILL: So he'll come and talk
to you. We'll both come together and
introduce you to him.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah. How long is that
going to be?

MS. MCNEILL: He's kind of busy. It
may be a couple weeks, but it will be
before the end of October.

MR. BLACKMON: Okay.

MS. MCNEILL: It'll be like mid-
October.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah. Thank you.

MS. MCNEILL: So --

MR. BLACKMON: Thank you.

MS. MCNEILL: Sure.

MR. BLACKMON: I don't know where --
see, I'm all confused.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: 1It's been a long time,

you know.
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MS. MCNEILL: Are you tired?

MR. BLACKMON: No, I'm not tired, but
it's been a long time.

MS. MCNEILL: Yeah.

MR. BLACKMON: Can't get tired no
more.

MS. TANNER: After the Commission
decides, if the case doesn't move forward,
the decision, that decision will be filed
with the clerk.

MS. MCNEILL: Okay.

MS. TANNER: If it does, the decision
and any supporting documents considered by
the Commission at the hearings, that would
be the brief. Any handouts we give out
during the hearing, the Commission's actual
decision --

MS. MCNEILL: Uh-huh.

MS. TANNER: -- as well as a
transcript of the hearing itself will be
filed with the clerk. It becomes public
record at that time.

And then the three judge panels have
been all over the map. Some of them happen

in a matter of weeks, some of them take
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months.

MS. MCNEILL: Okay.

MS. TANNER: But we don't control
that.

MS. MCNEILL: I understand.

MS. TANNER: They're usually convened
and named pretty quickly.

MS. MCNEILL: Okay.

MS. TANNER: It's then I think that
the parties' --

MS. MCNEILL: Scheduling.

MS. TANNER: -- scheduling --

MS. MCNEILL: Okay.

MS. TANNER: -- becomes an issue. I
don't know that it's ever -- it's like sat
on to name the three judges. That happens
quickly.

MS. MCNEILL: Okay.

MS. TANNER: It's just the rest -- I
mean, it's a couple of weeks to get all the
stuff filed and done.

MR. BLACKMON: Excuse me, ma'am —--

MS. TANNER: Yes.

MR. BLACKMON: -- how old is that

picture of that guy that looked like me
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there? How old is he-?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Well, we're just
trying to find out if you know information
about it.

MR. BLACKMON: No, I don't know --
that look like me, but it's not me.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: What's -- is there
something bothering you about it or are you
concerned about it?

MR. BLACKMON: No, no. I'm saying I
was wondering how old he is because I'm
old.

MS. TANNER: You mean this one?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. TANNER: Exhibit 27

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah. How old is he?

MS. TANNER: We don't know.

MR. BLACKMON: That looks like me, but
that's not me, though. Where did you get
that picture from, though? Where is that
coming from?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Why do you think
it's not you? What do you see that --

MS. TANNER: Exhibit 2.

MR. BLACKMON: Can I get a closer
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look?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Uh-huh.

MS. TANNER: You sure can.

MR. BLACKMON: No, that's not me, no
way .

MS. TANNER: And then the three-judge
panel decisions have to (indiscernible).

MR. BLACKMON: I never been anywhere
like that in my life. I don't know where
the hell that's at. Where was it tooken
(sic) at?

MS. BRIDENSTINE: We're just trying to
find out if you recognize that or anything
about it-?

MR. BLACKMON: It looks like me, but
that's not me, though. God knows that's
not me. I don't even know (indiscernible)
right there.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

MR. BLACKMON: You got someone that
looks alike it's a crying shame. You think
that look like me?

MS. TANNER: Well, we can't -- so we
can't give any -- you know, we're neutral.

We don't have any opinions --
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MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, yeah.

MS. TANNER: -- about this. And,
frankly, Mr. Blackmon, we wouldn't have
opinions like that. We just wouldn't. The
statute says we got to be neutral. We're
just trying to find out information.

MR. BLACKMON: Okay, yeah, yeah, yeah.

MS. TANNER: Okay?

MR. BLACKMON: Yes, ma'am.

MS. TANNER: Do you have any questions
for us about the process?

MR. BLACKMON: No. I appreciate you
all coming.

MS. TANNER: Sure.

MR. BLACKMON: I want out of here now.
I want home.

MS. TANNER: I understand.

MR. BLACKMON: I'm tired of being
locked up.

MS. TANNER: Well, you have Julie's
card, so if there's anything that you think
about that you feel like we didn't talk
about or information you feel like we
should know, you can definitely reach out

to us.
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MR. BLACKMON: When you all come back
again?

MS. TANNER: We may not come back
again. It's possible we will. 1It's
possible that as we get ready for your
hearing we'll have a few more questions,
but right now we don't have a plan to come
back again, okay.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, yeah, yeah. Yes,
ma'am.

MS. TANNER: We are in communication
with Ms. McNeill about the case and the
process, okay.

MS. MCNEILL: And I'll be back with --
so you can meet Jonathan.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, yes, ma'am.

MS. MCNEILL: So that will probably be
the next thing that happens.

MR. BLACKMON: Okay, yeah.

MS. TANNER: Okay?

MR. BLACKMON: It's crazy, all these
look-alikes in this damn world. If that's
me, I'm handsome.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: You're what?

MR. BLACKMON: I said if that's me,
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I'm handsomer than that.

(LAUGHTER)

MS. TANNER: Thank you for meeting
with us.

MS. MCNEILL: Thank you so much.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah. I appreciate it.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: It was nice to meet
you.

MR. BLACKMON: Nice to meet you. Hey,
my mind is, you know kind of coming and
going, you know.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Uh-huh.

MR. BLACKMON: It's hard for me to
think.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Well, if you think
of anything else, you have my card, you can
let me know, okay?

MR. BLACKMON: Yes, ma'am. I can't
read or write, but I can make a phone call.
That's in Raleigh, right?

MS. TANNER: Yes. So Ms. McNeill also
has this -- so you can't read or write, you
said?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. TANNER: Okay. Ms. McNeill, this
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is Julie's number and it has a phone number
and an email and it has our address on
here, but Ms. McNeill knows that, too, so
if you need to contact us, you can contact
her or this will have our address. Do you
have a case manager?

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah.

MS. TANNER: Okay. Your case manager
can help you by reading this address or you
can ask Ms. McNeill to help you, okay.

MR. BLACKMON: Yes, ma'am.

MS. MCNEILL: TIf you think of
anything --

MR. BLACKMON: Let you know.

MS. MCNEILL: Yeah.

MR. BLACKMON: When I see you, yeah.

MS. MCNEILL: When we come back if you
can let us know.

MR. BLACKMON: My head is going
(indiscernible) .

MS. MCNEILL: Yeah. You've had a lot
to think about in the last --

MR. BLACKMON: 1It's been a long time,
though, you know, for me to remember

certain things.
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MS. MCNEILL: Yeah. Do you have any
questions for me before I go?

MR. BLACKMON: No. I be glad to see
you again.

MS. MCNEILL: Okay. Well --

MR. BLACKMON: You all take it easy.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: We will be back.

MR. BLACKMON: And have a safe drive.

MS. BRIDENSTINE: Thank you.

MS. TANNER: Thank you.

MR. BLACKMON: Look out for the creek.
(Indiscernible). Yeah, boat, call one.

MS. TANNER: Yeah, might need a boat,
that's right.

MR. BLACKMON: Thank you all.
Appreciate it.

MS. TANNER: Thank you, sir.

MR. BLACKMON: Yeah, thank you, yeah,
yeah.

(The recorded interview concluded.)
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CERTIFICATION OF TRANSCRIPT

This is to certify that the 173 pages of this
transcript of the recorded interview of James Blackmon was
taken on September 25, 2018, is a true and accurate
transcript to the best of my ability.

I further certify that I am not counsel for nor
related to any party or attorney, nor am I interested in
the results of this action.

This is the 4th day of October, 2018.

/

GLORIA VEILLEUX
Notary Public
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JAMES BLACKMON

CRIMINAL RECORD

Conviction Jurisdiction DOO Date of Conviction
2D DEG MURDER WAKE 09/28/1979 01/14/1988
ASSAULT ON FEMALE WAKE 09/11/1983 09/27/1983
(M)
INDECENT EXPOSURE WAKE 09/11/1983 09/27/1983
(M)
INJURY TO PERSONAL WAKE 09/11/1983 09/27/1983
PROPERTY (M)
LARCENY (M) ROBESON UNKNOWN 12/29/1980
TRESPASSING AFTER JACKSONVILLE | ARRESTED 03/04/1980
WARNING FL 03/02/1980
TRESPASSING AFTER JACKSONVILLE | ARRESTED 03/04/1980
WARNING FL 02/22/1980
TRESPASSING AFTER JACKSONVILLE | ARRESTED 12/30/1979
WARNING FL 12/29/1979
TRESPASSING AFTER JACKSONVILLE | ARRESTED 12/26/1979
WARNING FL 12/26/1979
TRESSPASSING BINGHAMTON, 11/08/1979 11/19/1979
NY
POSSESSION OF BINGHAMTON 02/01/1978 03/17/1978
STOLEN PROPERY - 15T NY
DEGREE
TRESPASSING BINGHAMTON, 11/17/1975 UNKNOWN

NY
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JAMES BLACKMON PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION, ARRESTS, INCARCERATIONS, AND WHEREABOUTS 1964-1983

DOB: 8/14/1953

Location Physical File
Description Location
8/14/1964- | Rome, NY Rome Developmental School. N/A GBMHC
10/15/1969 Records
8/18/1970 Syracuse, NY | Arrested by Syracuse PD for Robbery-1*: Use/Threaten Use of N/A NYDCIJS p. 4
Dangerous Instrument.
3/3/1971 Syracuse, NY | Sentenced to “other” by Onondaga County Court for plea | N/A NYDCJS p. 5
to Robbery—1%': Use/Threaten Use of Dangerous
Instrument from 8/18/1970 arrest.
3/3/1971 Syracuse, NY | Court entry for 8/70 arrest. “Adjud. youthful offender” and | N/A RPD — DA,
and felony robbery are listed. The arresting agency appears to Bk. 11, p.
3/5/1971 be Syracuse PD. 28-29
There is also a document that is labeled a “criminal history
response...based on fingerprint identification” which
provides an address for Blackman in Syracuse, NY on March
3, and March 5, 1971.
3/5/1971- NY Prison Admitted to NYS DOCCS Elmira Reception Center on N/A NYDCIS p. 5
8/19/1974 | System 3/5/1971 and released from NYS DOCCS Elmira Reception
Center on 8/19/1974
1972- Attica, NY Letter dated 8/14/1974 from the Superintendent of Attica N/A (RPD—DA,
8/19/1974 Correctional Facility to the Commissioner of Police in Bk. 11, p.
Binghamton, NY provides that Blackmon will be released on 23).

8/19/1974 and intends to go to Binghamton upon his
release. Letter states “He is considered potentially
dangerous because of his antisocial attitude, paranoid
trends, uses drugs, and low, dull mentality.”
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Location Physical File
Description Location
9/5/1974 New York SSA Application gives New York Address. N/A Social
Security
Records
11/7/1974 Binghamton, | Arrest for misdemeanor assault. 5’11, 163 RPD — DA,
NY Description: Subject got into argument with his cousin and | Ibs., slim Bk. 11, p.
struck him in the face with a bottle. Blackmon and his build, 20, 28, and
cousin were taken to the hospital for treatment. “goatee- 30
mustache.”
Arraigned 11/7/94 and pleads not guilty. Report indicates
he is remanded to jail.
12/10/1974 | Binghamton, | Arrested for misdemeanor possession of controlled 5’11”, 160 RPD — DA,
NY substance. Ibs., tall Bk. 11, p. 29
build. and 30.
Description: Investigators were investigating a burglary “Beard/Goa
when they smelled marijuana and made arrest after they tee: Yes.”
found a quantity of marijuana. Arraigned and pleads not “Mustache:
guilty. Report indicates he is remanded to jail. Yes.”
Address listed for Blackmon is in Binghamton. He again
reports no employer. There is no address provided for him.
There is also a document that is labeled a “criminal history
response...based on fingerprint identification” which
provides an address for Blackmon in Binghamton, NY on
December 10, 1974.
5/1/1975 Binghamton, | NYDCIS provides that at city court a misdemeanor civil N/A RPD — DA,
NY assault was dismissed. It is not indicated whether Blackmon Bk. 11, p. 28
was present, though a DOC number is provided along with
this entry.
11/17/1975 | Binghamton, | Information from Binghamton Arrest History Sheet. “Beard/Goa | RPD—DA,
NY Arrest for Trespass. tee: Yes.” Bk. 11, p. 18
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Location Physical File
Description Location
Description: Subject was observed walking around Conti “Mustache:
Court, looking into windows. Neighbors called the police Yes.”
who picked up subject on the street and he was identified
by neighbors as same one looking into windows.
Address listed for Blackmon is Binghamton, NY for 2 weeks,
but he also lists a prior address as Binghamton without a
time frame provided.
Sentenced to 15 days in jail after a guilty plea (date
unknown).
Beside beard/goatee report says “yes” and beside
mustache, report says “yes.” There is no description of
Blackmon’s height and he provides that his employer is
“disability.”
11/18/1975 | Binghamton, | Following plea of guilty to trespass on or about N/A Broome
NY 11/17/1975, Blackmon is sentenced to 15 days at the County
Broome County jail. Clerk
Records
12/3/1975 | Binghamton, | Certificate of Conviction. Charge not listed. N/A Broome
NY County
Clerk
Records
1/8/1976 Binghamton, | Blackmon is arrested for misdemeanor trespass. 5'11”, 163 RPD—DA,
NY Description: Subject came to masonic temple and would Ibs., Bk. 11, p. 36
not leave. Per a note dated 1/9/76, Blackmon is placed in medium
state hospital, and will be arraigned after release from build,
hospital. Blackmon indicates his address is in Binghamton “Beard/Goa
for 3 months but also provides a former address also in tee: Yes.”
Binghamton, NY without a time frame provided. “Mustache:
Yes.”
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Location Physical File
Description Location
1/9/1976 Binghamton, | There is a document that is labeled a “criminal history N/A RPD — DA,
NY response...based on fingerprint identification” which Bk. 11, p.
provides an address for Blackman in Binghamton NY on 29-30
January 9, 1976.1
USDOJ indicates an arrest on January 9, 1976 for Criminal
trespass in Binghamton NY. There is no disposition
provided.
1/9/1976 Binghamton, | Blackmon admitted to Binghamton Psychiatric Centerona | N/A GBMHC
NY “DCS (Director of Community Services Certificate), which Records
was converted to Two Physician, then Court Retention.”
4/5/1976- Binghamton, | Blackmon goes missing from Binghamton Psychiatric N/A GBMHC
5/7/1976 NY Center. Found in downtown Binghamton and returned to Records
hospital.
6/4/1976 New York USDOJ provides that a Criminal Possession of Controlled N/A RPD — DA,
Substance with arrest date 12/10/74 was dismissed on June Bk. 11, p. 29
4, 1976. and 30.
6/18/1976 | Binghamton, | Blackmon discharged from Binghamton Psychiatric Center. | N/A GBMHC
NY Release plan to live at Mrs. Flint’s boarding home in Records
Binghamton and have weekly follow up with PROBE
Counselor.
9/12/1976 Binghamton, | Blackmon re-admitted to Binghamton Psychiatric Center N/A GBMHC
NY on a Director of Community Services Certificate which Records
became a court retention. Found staring into the airon a
bridge and didn’t know where he was.
12/10/1976 | New Transferred to Mid-Hudson Psychiatric Center then N/A GBMHC
-5/10/1977 | Hampton, returned to Binghamton Psychiatric Center because of Records
NY violent behavior towards staff.

! There is no other arrest report for misdemeanor trespass around this time besides the 1/8/76 charge so it appears that these may be the same.
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Location Physical File
Description Location
10/27/1977 | New York SSA application shows New York address. N/A Social
Security
Records
1/3/1978 New York SSA application shows New York address. N/A Social
Security
Records
1/3/1978 Binghamton, | Blackmon discharged from Binghamton Psychiatric Center | N/A GBMHC
NY per order of the court. Release plan to live at Gladys Records
Payne’s boarding house. Appointments for assistance with
SSI and financial support. Counseling to be provided by
PROBE. Later report indicates he did not keep
appointments with his counselor, but did show up to
PROBE to pick up his checks.
2/1/1978 Binghamton, | Blackmon is arrested for felony possession of stolen 5’117, 165 RPD — DA,
NY property. Description: Subject took fur coat from Drazens Ibs., Bk. 11, p. 29
valued at $2,395.00 and was apprehended in area. “Beard/Goa | and 35
Listed address for Blackmon is in Binghamton. Blackmon tee: Yes.”
also lists Binghamton State Hospital as his prior address for | “Mustache:
a year. Yes.”
Blackmon pled not guilty and was remanded to the Broome
County jail. No bail was set.
There is also a document that is labeled a “criminal history
response...based on fingerprint identification” which
provides an address for Blackman in Binghamton, NY on
February 1, 1978.
2/21/1978 Binghamton, | Document indicates there is a VOCD arraignment for N/A Broome
NY Blackmon, but unclear on what charge. County
Clerk
Records
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Location Physical File
Description Location
3/17/1978 Binghamton, | Information from NYDCIJS. “Convicted for felony possession | N/A RPD—DA,
NY of stolen property.” Also indicates “conditional discharge” Bk. 11, p. 28
without any further information.
3/17/1978 Binghamton, | Certificate of Conviction by plea of Criminal Possession of N/A Broome
NY Stolen Property in the First Degree, a class D Felony. County
Sentenced to a “Conditional Discharge for a period of Clerk
three (3) years.” Records
5/4/1978 Binghamton, | Information from NYDCJS. Offense date for 5/10/1978 N/A NYDCIJS p. 2
NY arrest for Blackmon.
5/10/1978 Binghamton, | Blackmon is arrested for misdemeanor menacing and felony | 511", 160 RPD—DA,
NY robbery. Ibs., Bk. 11, p. 31
Description: Subject held a knife to the throat of Kevin Kent | “Beard/Goa
and took $15.00 and later approached Dawn Buchanan, put | tee: Yes,”
a knife to her stomach, and threatened to stab her. “Mustache:
Address listed for Blackmon is in Binghamton. Yes.”
Blackmon is arraigned and remanded to jail.
5/17/1978 Binghamton, | Document indicates there is a VOCD arraignment for N/A Broome
NY Blackmon, but unclear on what charge. County
Clerk
Records
6/12/1978 Binghamton, | Case against Blackmon from 5/10/1978 arrest is “sealed N/A NYDCIS p. 2
NY upon termination of criminal action in favor of the accused
CPL160.50.”
7/6/1978 Binghamton, | Document indicates Blackmon appears in court, but N/A Broome
NY unclear on what charge. County
Clerk
Records
9/23/1978 Binghamton, | Indication that case against Blackmon from a 5/10/1978 N/A RPD—DA,
NY arrest is “terminated.” The “penal law” listed is only the law Bk. 11, p. 32
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Physical

File

that is related to the menacing charge. Itis not clear
whether this was a dismissal for the entire charge.?

Description

Location

response...based on fingerprint identification” which
provides an address for Blackman as Room 306 YMCA in
Brooklyn, NY for 8/24/1979.

9/25/1978 Binghamton, | Case against Blackmon from 5/10/1978 arrest for charges | N/A NYDCIJS p. 2
NY of menacing and robbery is dismissed.
6/29/1979 Binghamton, | Document indicates Blackmon appears in court, but N/A Broome
NY unclear on what charge. County
Clerk
Records
7/9/1979 Binghamton, | Document indicates there is a VOCD disposition for N/A Broome
NY Blackmon, but unclear on what charge. County
Clerk
Records
7/13/1979 | Binghamton, | SSA application shows a New York address. N/A Social
NY Security
Records.
8/24/1979 Binghamton, | Arrested for Disorderly Conduct and booked when he was 5'11”, 165 RPD—DA,
NY found to be in possession of marijuana and unknown pills. Ibs., Bk. 11, p.
This report provides that Blackmon was arraigned on medium 29-30 and
8/25/79 and build, 34
The address for Blackmon here was the YMCA Room 306, “Beard/Goa
which it says has been his address for 4 months. He tee: Yes,”
indicates he is unemployed. “Mustache:
There is a document that is labeled a “criminal history Yes.”

2 Later investigation by Commission staff revealed that all charges in this case were first sealed and then later dismissed in Blackmon’s favor.
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Physical

File

USDO!I report provides that Binghamton, NY PD arrested
Blackmon on this date for misd. criminal possession of a
controlled substance. The disposition is listed as “pled not
guilty rel in own custody.”

Description

Location

8/25/1979 Binghamton, | Blackmon arraigned on Disorderly Conduct charges from N/A RPD—DA,
NY 8/24/1979. Indicates “Pled NG, adj. until 9-1-79, released Bk. 11, p. 29
into own custody.” and 34
10/29/1979 | Binghamton, | Charges of disorderly conduct, criminal possession of N/A NYDCJS p. 1
NY controlled substance—8!" degree, and unlawful possession
of marijuana from 8/24/1979 were dismissed and “sealed
upon termination of criminal action in favor of the accused
CPL160.”
11/8/1979 | Binghamton, | Offense date for trespass charge. N/A Broome
NY County
Clerk
Records
11/19/1979 | Binghamton, | Blackmon pleads guilty to trespassing, on or about N/A Broome
NY 11/8/1979. “Conditional discharge—Stay out of the County
Y.M.C.A. Bail Exonerated.” Clerk
Records
12/5/1979 Binghamton, | Certificate of Conviction. Charge not listed. N/A Broome
NY County
Clerk
Records
12/26/1979 | Jacksonville, | Blackmon arrested for trespass after warning. His addressis | 5'11”, 170 RPD—DA,
FL listed as “transient” and his alias is provided as “James Ibs., dark Bk. 11, p. 50
Underwood Andrew IIl.” He was asleep inside the complexion

greyhound bus station and was accompanied by another
individual who was “begging.” Both were asked and when
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Physical

File

they refused were arrested. Blackmon had no identification
or bus ticket.

USDO!J provides that Blackmon was arrested on this date for
“trespass after warning” with a disposition of “1 das NPT.”

Description

Location

12/29/1979

Jacksonwville,
FL

Blackmon arrested for trespass after warning and
possession of narcotic paraphernalia.

Description: “The suspect, Underwood, has been arrested
for trespassing after warning two days prior to this incident
for the same charge and on this date he was advised to
remove himself from the Greyhound bus station at 10 N.
Pearl St. The suspect kept him in the area until this unit
picked him up. The suspect Underwood was very threating
to this writer during the investigation.”

A USDOJ document provides that Blackmon was arrested on
12/29/1979 for “trespass after warning” and “poss of narc
par.” The disposition is provided as “5 days 123079 Nol
Pros." In addition, the name provided is “James Underwood
Andrew” though the identification number is the same as
Blackmon’s throughout the remainder of the document.

Another document that provides a list of charges and
dispositions for Blackmon provides that the disposition of
an arrest on 12/29/79 was 10 days confinement.

5'9” (the
inches are
somewhat

unclear),
160 Ibs.

RPD—DA,
Bk. 11, p.
50, 66, 78-
79

12/30/1979

Jacksonville,
FL

A document that provides a list of charges and dispositions
indicates that there is a disposition on this date of
conviction for trespassing after warning with 5 days of
confinement and that there is a disposition of dismissal for
possession of narcotics paraphernalia.

N/A

RPD—DA,
Bk. 11, p. 66
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Location Physical File
Description Location
1/11/1980 Jacksonville, | Blackmon is arrested for possession of controlled substance | N/A RPD—DA,
FL (cocaine) and possession of controlled substance Bk. 11, p. 50
(marijuana). Description: Subject was causing trouble at and 76-77
Trailways Bus Station and was found with drugs after
weapons check. Subject is described as a “flim flam artist”
who has been working the area the last few weeks. The
subject is described as taking money from individuals on
1/10/1980 after promising to deliver drugs.
USDOJ report provides that Blackmon was arrested on
1/11/80 for possession of controlled substances, marijuana
and cocaine. There is no disposition noted. The name
provided is “Jimmy Andrew Blackmon” though the
identification number matches Blackmon’s other
identification number provided previously in the document.
1/23/1980 Jacksonville, | A Florida Disposition notice indicates that an arrest from N/A RPD—DA,
FL 1/11/80 is dismissed for insufficient evidence to warrant Bk. 11, p. 75
prosecution.
2/22/1980 Jacksonville, | Blackmon is arrested for trespass after warning. He was N/A RPD—DA,
FL advised to leave the lobby of Greyhound Bus station by the Bk. 11, p. 50
manager. The arresting officer approached the suspect and and 74

asked him if he had a ticket and when Blackmon replied no,
he was told to leave. Blackmon refused to leave and was
arrested and placed in jail.

USDO! report provides that Blackmon was arrested on
2/22/80 for trespass after warning. There is no disposition
noted. The name provided is “Jimmy Andrew Blackmon”
though the identification number matches Blackmon’s
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Physical

File

other identification number provided previously in the
document.

Description

Location

3/2/1980 Jacksonville, | Blackmon arrested for resisting officers with violence. N/A RPD—DA,
FL Description: Subject is in jail on other charges and threw a Bk. 11, p. 51
book at a correctional officer and struck him twice in the and 71-72
face.
Blackmon is identified as 5'11”, 170 pounds. There is no
information here on whether Blackmon has facial hair.
USDO! report provides that “Jimmy Andrew Blackmon”
(same identification number as previously used for
Blackmon) was arrested on this date for resisting officers
with violence. The disposition is noted as “1. Dropped SAO
12 das on chg of trespass after warning nol pros on chg of
battery added.”
3/4/1980 Jacksonville, | Conviction date for 2/22/1980 and 3/2/1980 Trespass N/A DCIN
FL After Warning charges. Sentenced to 12 day of
confinement.
3/8/1980 Jacksonville, | 3/2/1980 Resisting Officer With Violence and Assaultand | N/A DCIN
FL Battery charges are dismissed.
8/22/1980 Lumberton, | SSA application shows Lumberton, NC address. N/A Social
NC Security
Records
12/29/1980 | Robeson Disposition for 80 CR 024447 arrest for larceny/misd. Guilty | N/A RPD—DA,
County verdict. Bk.9, p. 120
12/29/1980 | Robeson Inmate Classification Profile and Judgment indicates the 9 | N/A 1983 SBI
County month jail sentence included 17 jail credit days. File p. 347,
Blackmon’s address is listed in Lumberton and is the same p. 357-358

as the address listed for his mother, Christine Blackmon.
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File

The District Court Judgment and Commitment orders a
psychiatric evaluation, and lists Blackmon as pleading
guilty to misdemeanor larceny on the date of his trial and
waiving his right to an attorney.

Description

Location

12/30/1980 | Department | USDOJ report provides that Blackmon is charged with N/A RPD—DA,
of larceny and the disposition is 9 months. The Department of Bk. 11, p. 51
Corrections Corrections in Raleigh is listed as the contributor of
in Raleigh, fingerprints.
NC
6/4/81 Raleigh, NC Blackmon evaluated for admission to Dorothea Dix. N/A RPD—DA,
Discharge Summary from “Central Hospital” that discusses Bk. 6, p. 85-
formulating an after care plan in anticipation of Blackmon’s 86
upcoming release on 6/23/81. Blackmon was referred from
MccCain Correctional Facility. The discharge is noted as a
“discharge upon his release date and begin involuntary
commitment proceedings through a state psychiatric
hospital.”
6/23/81 Raleigh, NC Blackmon admitted to Dorothea Dix Hospital. In Blackmon’s | N/A RPD—DA,
rehabilitation record, there is a June 1981-June 1982 Bk. 6, p. 12
Dorothea Dix stay noted as his prior hospitalization (when and 25
discussing his “second admission”). He was noted as having
left in June 1982 against medical advice to live with his
girlfriend.
9/8/1981 Raleigh, NC Blackmon’s status at Dorothea Dix changed to “voluntary.” | N/A RPD — DA
BK. 6, 61-66
9/15/1981 Raleigh, NC | SS application shows Dorothea Dix, Raleigh, NC address. N/A Social
Security
Records.
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Physical

File
Location

Description

11/20/1981- | Raleigh, NC Blackmon out of Dorothea Dix on home visit. N/A RPD — DA
11/22/1981 Bk. 6.
3/5/1982- Raleigh, NC Blackmon out of Dorothea Dix on unauthorized absence. N/A RPD — DA
3/8/1982 Bk. 6.
5/8/1982- Raleigh, NC Blackmon out of Dorothea Dix on home visit. N/A RPD — DA
5/10/1982 Bk. 6
5/15/1982- | Raleigh, NC Blackmon out of Dorothea Dix on unauthorized absence. N/A RPD — DA
5/18/1982 Bk. 6
6/14/1982 Raleigh, NC Blackmon formally discharged from Dorothea Dix. N/A RPD — DA
These specific dates (6/18/1981 — 6/14/1982) are Bk. 6, p. 25
characterized as his “first admission” to Dorothea Dix in his
medical team conference report.
1/21/1983- | Raleigh, NC Per his discharge summary, Blackmon was involuntarily N/A RPD—DA,
9/12/1983 committed to Dorothea Dix on 1/21/1983. His commitment Bk. 6, p. 8-9
was for 28 days beginning 1/28/1983 and then another 90 and 25
day commitment on 2/24/1983.
2/24/1983 Raleigh, NC Blackmon discharged from Dorothea Dix to Wake County N/A RPD—DA,
Sheriff “having been charged with assault.” Bk. 6, p. 8-9
4/16/1983 | Raleigh, NC | Blackmon allegedly assaulted by staff at Dorothea Dix. SBI | N/A SBI Dix, p.
investigates. 23-26
7/29/1983 Raleigh, NC SSA application shows Dorothea Dix, Raleigh, NC address. | N/A Social
Security
Records.
9/12/1983 | Raleigh, NC | Blackmon charged with Indecent Exposure, Assault on a N/A CIPRS

Female, and Injury to Personal Property. Offense date is
9/11/1983. Dorothea Dix Police Department listed as
complainant.
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Location Physical File
Description Location
10/2/1983- | Raleigh, NC Nursing notes provide that Blackmon is at Dorothea Dix and | N/A RPD—PLS,
10/18/83 is being evaluated for an involuntary commitment. Bk. 6, p. 105
and 135
10/18/1983- | Raleigh, NC Blackmon released on outpatient commitment. N/A RPD - PLS,
10/28/1983 Bk. 6, p. 135
10/21/1983 | Raleigh, NC In a judicial order regarding Defendant’s Motion to N/A Clerk, p.
Suppress, the Court provides that Blackmon attempted to 271; RPD
gain admission to Dorothea Dix reporting that it was cold
outside. The Dorothea Dix file indicates he was evaluated
for admission on this date.
10/28/1983- | Raleigh, NC Nursing notes indicate that Blackmon is “discharged to N/A RPD—PLS,
11/18/1983 Lumberton Raleigh Police” on 11/18/1983. It is not clear Bk. 6, p. 136
from the records available whether this commitment was and 154
voluntary or involuntary.
11/28/1983- | Raleigh, NC Blackmon is evaluated for admission. Nursing notes indicate | N/A RPD—PLS,
12/7/1983 a discharge on 12/7/1983 and provide that Blackmon was a Bk. 6, p. 155
voluntary patient. Notes indicate Blackmon was treated, and 168
but remains an “angry violent person” but that it is “not
because of psychosis.”
12/7/1983 Raleigh, NC Blackmon arrested and charged with this crime. N/A RPD
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5/86 - DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION

<

OFFICIAL CRIME VERSION. APR 25 1988
MEMORANDUM" : ~ PAROLE commissyon
To: Clifton Ga.ry, Case Ana.lyst Date: 4/19/88

From: Robert Dean, PPQ, S5-11-

Subject: James Blackmon 2085378 (AKA: James Andrew Blackman; James Andrew Underwood, I1I)
UCR: Life . - )

Source of Information: Wake County Superior Court records, Iavestigative Reports from
the Raleigh Police Department, and Detectivé J. C. Holder of the Raleigh Police Depart-
ment. . : . . Sl

83CRS84695: 1st peéreé Murder . -

On 9/28/79 before 6:00 a.m. the subject entered Latham Hall, female dormitoryj on St.
Augustine College. campus, Raleigh, North Carolina. The subject used an outside fire
exit to gain entry into the building. The 'subject used the fire exit to go up .to the
6th floor at Latham Hall, The subject entéred the restroom area on the 6th floor and
hid in one of the toilet stalls. He stood on the back of the toilet so that.his feet
could not be seen underneath the wooden stall-dooxs. ) '

On 9/28/79 at about 6:15 a.m. Helena Payton, black female student, entered the restroom .
area. Ms:.\ziPaytou opened the- toilet stall that the subject was hiding in.. When Ms. '
Payton saw the subject she started to scream. The subject grabbed her and stabbed her
several times in the lower base of her neck.. The subject and Ms. Payton struggled and
Ms. Payton pulled away from thé subject and exited the restroom area Jbleeding from the
neck. ) ' . P ©

The victim{19st B¥lot. ot.bFood at the crime scene. She was taken to Wake Medical.Center
‘where she wis tréated in the ‘emergency room and later had emergency surgery. .On @/30/ 79
the victim went into a coma. The victim never really regained a lot of ‘consciousness
and was still in her coma when she: passed away. on 10/30/79 from'the injuries received
in the assault. - ' o Co

The weapon that was used-was a Guardman 007 folding koife with a blade over 4 long. It
was found in a wooded area not far from Latham Hall on the St. Augustine campus. ‘Also
located in the area was a black and red::a},shiki shirt which ‘was-Yocated not far' from
where the knife was found.in the woods.on St. Augustine campus. The shirt. had blood
stains.on it and was describeéd by witnesses as the shirt that the subject was wearing
* when the assault took place. The subject exited the crime scene the same way that he

entered the building. Lo ' . © _ . -

Detective J. C. Holder said that the imyreséion@got from talking with the subject was
that the subject had first intended a sexual assault on the first female that came into
the restroom because there was no known contact between the victim and the subject pt@.?r
to the assault. When the victim started@eaming the assault turned into a physical

assault of stabbing. ’ . - i

Distribution; Original and 1st Copy - Parole Analyst i
2nd and 8rd Copy - DOP'- Classification’ .
4th Copy - Investigating PPO . ‘s
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James Jlackmen 20853-78 . Page 2 ‘\
/s

On 1/14/88 in Wake County Superior Court a plea bargain was reached. The subject plead
guilty to 2nd degree murder and he was sentenced to natural life in the. North Carolina
Department of Correction. The court recommended that the subject receive 1499 days jail
credit for time spent in confinement awaiting trial.

This case is on appeal to the North Carolina Appeals Court at the present time.

000171
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5/36 o . DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION
o »CRIME VERSION SUPPLEMENT . R

Subject: James Blackmon 20853-78 -

Referencu and Comments’ ‘
Detective J. C. Holder of the Raleigh Police Deparcment said that ‘on’ or. about 3/2@/83

+

he received information from a reliable informant that a black male subject wis'a® | S ;'I,'f;,,

' patient at Dorotheéa Dix Hospital and wis talking about murders that "he had committed ‘ Rs
in the Raleigh area. 'The informant said that the patient had mentioned ‘the ‘murder of Tt

a black female at St. Augustine's College in the late 1970s. The patient had been S
“yery graphic in his description of how he killed the victi.m. . .

W

BN
2

Detective Holder said that- after he had done some background; follow-u;: on this subject
that he went to Dorothea Dix Hospital several times to talk with the subject and gain
‘his'confidence. He said that after the subject had been on medication for some. time. .
that he and another detective- named "Hundy“ got permission tor také the subject out’ of R
‘Dorothea Diz Hospital to the St. Augustine 8 campus. He said that the subject’ showed .
‘them how he entered tLatham Hall and the exact stall that the assault _took place in. - The
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subject also showed them how he’ left the crime scene and where he had left: the knife and kX
the shu:t: in the wooded area on the campus. " N g
Detective Bolder said this subject is a very, very sick person who haé a- lot of mental 'é; '

problems. He said that the subject has a long history of admissions to mental hospitals" e
and correctional institutions. He said that the subject has served several sentences dn ..
Attica correctional facility, Attica, New York. He said that, the subject has a wery .
RO RecomrnendaisrOnmKCONHINHE | assaultive record and has done other sentences in: North'_,
Carolina and in certain counties in Florida. ' C . ' ORI coeet

. .-".

Detective Holder said that he considered the subject a. very dangerous person and would
not recommend that the subject ever be considered for parole on.'the sentence he is 'nw
serving. ‘ . .. e

RECOMMENDATION AND. GOMMENTS : _ , o S L A
I am attaching some copies of | the police report that I was able to obtain "ghatuwere on.";- R
minrofilm.‘ I did not{e {copy the whole case, but I copied pages that I felt would be N '-A"}f

important to this case in case you need this infometion for review purposes.-,

v g 3 o
In talking to Detective Holder, I also learned that “this subject has a very long mental . °
illness background and should be kept in a very secure area because, ‘he could also be a.
danger.to himself and to other people.while he is in the Departmen: of Correction.- -Some
of the subject's records indicate that he is suicidal and h ficidalk - and ‘has iany. multiple
personalities and has been diagnosed as paranoid schizophrenic in active phase, aneisocial .
and delusional. ° i oy L B
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Before this subject is ever considered for, parole on the sentence he is now. eewing, his
case needs to be thoroughly reviewed and a complete psychological evaluatienibe- done on..
him with ‘high recommendations from ‘the psychological evaluation beforeé’ he: is aever 'con- o
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Distrlbutmn. Or:‘gmal and 1st Copy-Parole Anclyst .. B S AU T N T
Copy-Investigating PPO . . SR AR .:_-_ . _.‘v I
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11/2/2018 NC DPS Offender Public Information

North Carslina Department ]
Offender Public information

View Offender Sentence Component

e

Offender Search Escapes/Capluras Absconders Inmate Releases Downioads

I
Back To Offender Information |

GOffender Infractions

Offender Number: 0032814 Offender Name: JAMES BLACKMON

Infraction Date infraction Type
10/14/2018 FIGHTING
08/28/2018 DISOBEY ORDER
07/25/2018 DISOBEY ORDER
07/25/2018 SEXUAL ACT
05/23/2018 DISOBEY ORDER
01/23/2018 DISOBEY ORDER
01/23/2018 DAMAGE STATE/ANOTHERS PROPERTY
01/23/2018 LOCK TAMPERING
01/22/2018 SEXUAL ACT
01/01/2018 LOCK TAMPERING
11/22/2017 DISOBEY ORDER
11/22/2017 PROFANE LANGUAGE
11/22/2017 THREATEN TO HARM/INJURE STAFF
10/29/2017 DISOBEY ORDER
10/29/2017 SEXUAL ACT
10/25/2017 SEXUAL ACT
10/02/2017 DISOBEY ORDER
10/02/2017 FIGHTING
08/18/2017 DISOBEY ORDER
08/18/2017 LOCK TAMPERING
06/09/2017 SEXUAL ACT
05/12/2017 DISOBEY ORDER
05/12/2017 THREATEN TO HARM/INJURE STAFF
05/12/2017 SEXUAL ACT
12/25/2016 DISOBEY ORDER
12/25/2016 SEXUAL ACT
08/13/2016 DISOBEY ORDER
08/13/2016 PROFANE LANGUAGE
08/13/2016 SEXUAL ACT
08/12/2016 PROFANE LANGUAGE

https://webapps.doc.state.nc.us/opilviewoffenderinfractions.do?method=view&offenderlD=0032814&listpage=1&listurl=pagelistoffendersearchresults&. ..



11/2/2018 NC DPS Offender Public Information

08/12/2016 THREATEN TO HARM/INJURE STAFF

08/05/2016 PROFANE LANGUAGE

08/05/2016 THREATEN TO HARM/INJURE STAFF

04/27/2016 DISOBEY ORDER

04/27/2016 THREATEN TO HARM/INJURE STAFF

04/27/2016 SEXUAL ACT

04/27/2016 DISOBEY ORDER

04/27/2016 SEXUAL ACT

04/22/2016 SEXUAL ACT

04/17/2016 DISOBEY ORDER

04/17/2016 ATTEMPT CLASS B OFFENSE

04/17/2016 SEXUAL ACT

04/15/2016 DISOBEY ORDER

04/15/2016 SEXUAL ACT |

01/12/2016 SEXUAL ACT ‘

10/05/2015 ASSAULT STAFF/THROWING LIQUIDS

08/11/2015 DISOBEY ORDER }

08/11/2015 THREATEN TO HARM/INJURE STAFF |

06/03/2015 SEXUAL ACT

03/31/2015 SEXUAL ACT :

03/27/2014 DISOBEY ORDER |

03/27/2014 REFUSE SUBMIT/DRUG/BREATH TEST :

11/04/2013 PROFANE LANGUAGE |

11/04/2013 SEXUAL ACT |

11/04/2013 DISOBEY ORDER

11/04/2013 SEXUAL ACT

10/17/2013 DISOBEY ORDER

10/17/2013 SEXUAL ACT

10/12/2013 DISOBEY ORDER |

10/12/2013 SEXUAL ACT ;

10/11/2013 SEXUAL ACT |

10/11/2013 DISOBEY ORDER

10/11/2013 ATTEMPT CLASS B OFFENSE

10/11/2013 VERBAL THREAT

10/11/2013 DISOBEY ORDER ‘

10/11/2013 PROFANE LANGUAGE |

10/11/2013 SEXUAL ACT

10/03/2013 SEXUAL ACT i

09/10/2013 DISOBEY ORDER \

09/10/2013 SEXUAL ACT |

04/29/2013 MISUSE/UNAUTH-USE PHONE/MAIL

03/24/2012 _ HIGH RISK ACT

11/14/2010 PROFANE LANGUAGE

03/12/2007 SEXUAL ACT

07/27/1998 VERBAL THREAT®

07/27/1998 PROFANE LANGUAGE
hitps:/Avebapps.dac.state.nc.us/opilviewoffenderinfractions.do?method=view&offenderlD=0032814&listpage=1&listurl=pagelistoffendersearchresults&... 2/3




11/2/2018

NC DPS Offender Public Information

07/26/1994 VERBAL THREAT
12/05/1993 FIGHTING

10/14/1993 PROVOKE ASSAULT
10/14/1993 PROVOKE ASSAULT
08/27/1993 PROVOKE ASSAULT
07/06/1993 PROPERTY TAMPERING
04/17/1993 VERBAL THREAT
04/15/1993 PROFANE LANGUAGE
04/08/1993 VERBAL THREAT
02/07/1993 DISOBEY ORDER
02/06/1993 VERBAL THREAT
02/05/1993 VERBAL THREAT
02/05/1993 PROFANE LANGUAGE
12/27/1992 VERBAL THREAT
10/29/1992 ATTEMPT CLASS B OFFENSE
09/14/1992 NO THREAT CONTRABAND
07/16/1992 PROFANE LANGUAGE
01/02/1992 VERBAL THREAT
12/17/1991 FIGHTING

09/01/1991 FIGHTING

03/27/1991 PROVOKE ASSAULT
03/26/1991 PROVOKE ASSAULT
11/04/1990 VERBAL THREAT
08/20/1990 PROVOKE ASSAULT
05/22/1990 VERBAL THREAT
04/28/1990 DISOBEY ORDER
12/02/1989 ATTEMPT CLASS B OFFENSE
07/22/1989 PROFANE LANGUAGE
05/05/1989 FIGHTING

02/22/1989 ATTEMPT CLASS B OFFENSE
06/28/1988 PROVOKE ASSAULT

Privacy Policy Disclaimer ContactUs  Help Using This Site
© 2012 North Carolina Department Of Public Safety. All rights
reserved.
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JAMES BLACKMON NCDPS INFRACTIONS AND MENTAL HEALTH NOTES

DATE: INFRACTION(S) NOTES REGARDING MENTAL HEALTH FROM AROUND TIME OF INFRACTION
(FROM NCDPS MENTAL HEALTH RECORDS)

6/28/1988: Provoke Assault e 5/26/1988: Covering himself in a white sheet (previous observations note that when he is
decompensating he will wrap himself in sheets). Says he is speaking to his mother in his
imagination in India and that his daughter came to Raleigh and danced.

e 6/28/1988: “Lost control and assaulted a staff member by hitting him on the face and trying to pull
him through the bars.” Upset about the amount of medication he was taking.

e 6/30/1988: Still wearing the sheet, but “psychosis is very effectively masked at the present time.”

e 7/12/1988: No psychotic thought disorder.

2/22/1989: Attempt Class B e No reports regarding mental status around this time, but had been transferred to Central Prison

Offense and placed on segregation after 6/28/1988 assault. He had also been refusing medication.

5/5/1989: Fighting e 5/3/1989: Generally cooperative and friendly since being transferred back to Eastern Correctional.
Handled news of appeal denial appropriately. Maintained control during argument with another
inmate.

e 5/11/1989: Referred back to Central Prison due to “deteriorating condition and refusing
medication. Fixation on religion led to a fight with another inmate.” “He became increasingly
agitated and threatened to set fires and threatened to throw feces on staff and assault officers if
not transferred back to CP Mental Health.”

7/22/1989: Profane e 6/28/1989: Transferred back to Eastern Correctional. Polite and cooperative. Decreased

Language medication.

e 7/18/1989: Threatens to refuse taking his medication.

e 7/26/1989: Notes that he initially made a satisfactory adjustment, but then became noncompliant
with meds. Put in ad-seg on 7/22/1989 for threatening a sergeant that asked Blackmon to turn his

radio down.
12/2/1989: Attempt Class B e 11/14/1989: Missing medications due to complaints about side effects, but agreed to a reduced
Offense dosage.

e 11/15/1989: Described as grandiose and demanding. Minor behavior incidents over previous 30
days. Generally appropriate but became irritated about custody status.

e 11/29/1989: Referred back to Central Prison for refusing medication and mental status
deteriorating. No delusions or hallucinations reported.

4/28/1990: Disobey Order e 3/21/1990: Fairly stable over previous month. Spitting out medications at times, but not

5/22/1990: Verbal Threat “problematic.”
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JAMES BLACKMON NCDPS INFRACTIONS AND MENTAL HEALTH NOTES

DATE: INFRACTION(S) NOTES REGARDING MENTAL HEALTH FROM AROUND TIME OF INFRACTION

(FROM NCDPS MENTAL HEALTH RECORDS)

Placed in ad-seg on 5/23/1990 for “hostile acting out behavior.” Increasingly more agitated and
hostile, which led to an “explosive outburst” on 5/22/1989.

8/20/1990: Provoke Assault

8/9/1990: “...rather up and down month, but all in all not too much difficulty.” Refuses medication
when angry. Hostile and angry to staff.

11/4/1990: Verbal Threat

11/16/1990: Placed in therapeutic seclusion “due to the uncertainty of the charges and the
individual’s response to the committee.”
11/27/1990: “History of deterioration which results in severe physical aggression towards others.”

3/26/1991: Provoke Assault
3/27/1991: Provoke Assault

2/8/1991: Reported “becoming more upset and having trouble with his thoughts.”
3/25/1991: Angry and hostile. Not willing/able to talk about basic routine and expectations.

9/1/1991: Fighting

No reports close in time to this infraction, but he had been in ad-seg in May and June 1991.
Reports note minor incidents since returning from ad-seg. Refused medication a few times.

12/17/1991: Fighting

Was noted to be making a good adjustment and being cooperative after being taken off ad-seg.

1/2/1992: Verbal Threat

2/5/1992: “By history, he develops poor compliance with chemotherapy?, decompensates,
necessitating transfer back to Central Prison Mental Health. When this happens, there is usually
marked religiosity and grandiose delusions. He can become quite assaultive.”

7/16/1992: Profane
Language

7/15/1992: No significant management problems, but overall mental status is noted as less stable.
Demanding, angry, and argumentative. Alleging conspiracies. Being inconsistent with medications
and when asked about it, Blackmon alleged the medications were trying to control his mind.
7/31/1992: Inconsistent with mediation. Blackmon says woman in National Geographic magazine is
his wife and the child in picture is his child. Persistent, strong demand to go to India. “It seems to
be a more self-centered attention seeking activity.” Poor articulation and vocabulary.

9/14/1992: No Threat
Contraband

8/12/1992: Extremely demanding of staff leading to writeup. Grandiose delusions about special
powers.

9/9/1992: Has shown improvement over previous month. No significant management problems,
but not consistent with medication.

10/29/1992: Attempt Class B
Offense

10/9/1992: Disruptive behavior, but more compliant with medication. Appropriate grooming and
interactions.

11/30/1992: Transferred back to Central Prison for not taking medication. He was beginning to
decompensate.

1 Some reports use the phrase “chemotherapy” to refer to medications Blackmon is taking related to his mental health, not cancer treatments.
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JAMES BLACKMON NCDPS INFRACTIONS AND MENTAL HEALTH NOTES

DATE: INFRACTION(S) NOTES REGARDING MENTAL HEALTH FROM AROUND TIME OF INFRACTION

(FROM NCDPS MENTAL HEALTH RECORDS)

12/27/1992: Verbal Threat

11/30/1992: Delusional but beginning to improve slowly.
12/16/1992: On segregation since returning to Eastern Correctional on 12/4/1992. Angry about
discipline packet not being processed and refusing to take meds.

2/5/1993: Verbal Threat
2/5/1993: Profane Language
2/6/1993: Verbal Threat
2/7/1993: Disobey Order

1/13/1993: Relatively stable, but on segregation for previous infractions. Partial compliance with
meds.

1/13/1992: Not taking medications. Delusions that a nurse is his wife and mother of his children.
Also talks about a girlfriend in India.

2/15/1993: Pleasant and cooperative. Sometimes hears voices but not voicing his “usual”
delusions.

2/19/1993: On ad-seg with two charges pending: threatening a nurse and disobeyed/showed
disrespect when an officer asked him to remove something from the wall. Some auditory
hallucinations and delusions of grandeur.

4/8/1993: Verbal Threat
4/15/1993: Profane
Language

4/17/1993: Verbal Threat

3/22/1993: Doing well. No hallucinations. Medication lowered.
4/7/1993: Clean, but wearing a headdress and scarf made from his underwear. Thought was
illogical and difficult to follow.

7/6/1993: Property
Tampering

6/1993: Refusing medication. Some visual hallucinations. Irritable, agitated, and hostile. Some
suspicion that Blackmon is trying to find a way to get back to Central Prison by refusing
medications or acting out.

7/9/1993: Not compliant with medication and becoming increasingly psychotic. Transferred back
to Central Prison. Indicates he was refusing medication because he thought other inmates were
trying to harm him.

8/27/1993: Provoke Assault

7/29/1993: Cooperative and stabilized. Sent back to Eastern Correctional.

10/14/1993: Provoke Assault
(x2)

10/13/1993: Appropriate appearance but illogical, bizarre ideation. Unrealistic thoughts about
release from prison. Compliant with medication.

11/12/1993: States he recently assaulted another inmate and spit on a female staff person. Not
tolerating segregation well and sent back to Central Prison.

12/25/1993: Fighting

1225/1993: Put into therapeutic seclusion upon arrival back at Central Prison. Medication
compliant. Baseline behavior with episodes of aggression. Struck the nurse’s station on
12/25/1993. Stabilized.

7/26/1994: Verbal Threat

5/26/1994: Caught masturbating in his cell at female guard. No disciplinary action.
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JAMES BLACKMON NCDPS INFRACTIONS AND MENTAL HEALTH NOTES

DATE: INFRACTION(S) NOTES REGARDING MENTAL HEALTH FROM AROUND TIME OF INFRACTION

(FROM NCDPS MENTAL HEALTH RECORDS)

e 7/21/1994: Complies with treatment plan. Some grandiose delusions and bizarre ideations.

e 7/27/1994: Threatened another inmate on 7/26/1994. Check “yes” after “Did the patient’s mental
illness contribute significantly to the alleged disciplinary offense.” Check “yes” after “Does the
patient’s current mental status contraindicate a particular form of punishment.”

e 8/16/1994: Transferred to Central Prison after rapid decompensation secondary to medication
non-compliance. Hostile, agitated, aggressive, preoccupied with religion, sheets tied around body.

e 8/31/1994: Arrived decompensated and non-verbal. Medication ineffective.

7/27/1998: Verbal Threat; e 7/14/1998: Feeling bad and depressed. Stopped medication due to side effects.

Profane Language e 7/21/1998: Seemed to be in good spirits. Conversation is “more on target.”

e 7/28/1998: Staff caught him trying to burn something on 7/26/1998. He claimed it was a religious
ceremony. Demands to be sent back to Central Prison or will stop medication. Didn’t appear
psychotic.

3/12/2007: Sexual Act e 3/12/2007: Written up for masturbatory behavior. Says the urge “overtook him.” Having issues
with medication.

e 3/21/2007: Explanation of the masturbation incident is “I’'m human.”

11/4/2010: Profane e 10/4/2010: Stopped taking one of his medications but agreed to restart.

Language e 10/12-10/15/2010: Stable, appropriate behavior.

e 11/15/2010: Not meeting treatment goals. Says he was pressured to leave his job in the kitchen
and the officer cursed him, so he cursed him back.

3/24/2012: High Risk Act e 3/6/2012: No hallucinations. Doing well on medications.

e 3/28/2012: In segregation for misunderstanding related to obtained urine sample, but dealing with
it well. Socially appropriate.

4/29/2013: e 4/24/2013: Doing well. Socially appropriate. No hallucinations.

Misuse/Unauthorized Use

Phone/Mail

9/10/2013: Disobey Order e 7/30/2013: Wants to stop medication due to side effects and blames mental health treatment for
9/10/2013: Sexual Act not being able to get out of prison. Otherwise appropriate.

10/3/2013: Sexual Act e 8/14/2013: Wants to stop taking his other two medications.

10/11/2013: Sexual Act (x2) e 8/19/2013: Stated he no longer needed a psychologist and didn’t need medication because he was
10/11/2013: Profane doing well.

Language e 9/5/2013: Wants to get back on medication, but would prefer different ones.
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JAMES BLACKMON NCDPS INFRACTIONS AND MENTAL HEALTH NOTES

DATE: INFRACTION(S) NOTES REGARDING MENTAL HEALTH FROM AROUND TIME OF INFRACTION

(FROM NCDPS MENTAL HEALTH RECORDS)

10/11/2013: Disobey Order
(x2)

10/11/2013: Verbal Threat
10/11/2013: Attempt Class B
Offense

10/12/2013: Sexual Act
10/12/2013: Disobey Order
10/17/2013: Sexual Act
10/17/2013: Disobey Order
11/4/2013: Sexual Act (x2)
11/4/2013: Disobey Order
11/4/2013: Profane
Language

9/10/2013: Displays appropriate behavior.

9/16/2013: Urgent appointment due to decompensation. No longer wants to take Clozaril due to
blood draws. Has been caught masturbating in public. Less violent than in the past but still
unpredictable. Socially appropriate with clear associations.

9/26/2013: Agreed to take his medications for one month.

10/1/2013: Complaints about medication.

10/9/2013: In segregation. No delusions but did not make connection with change in medication
and time in segregation.

10/14/2013: Disheveled, wearing a shirt as a turban and a sheet as a skirt. Cell is dirty. Religious
and sexual preoccupations. Verbal reports of unusual behavior (dancing naked in cell). Not taking
medication. “Inmate has been slowly decompensating since he stopped taking Clozaril in May.”
10/14/2013: Sent to Central Prison.

11/5/2013: Poor compliance with medication. Sexual preoccupation. In seclusion with checks every
15 minutes due to unusual behavior. Some improvement.

3/27/2014: Disobey Order;
Refuse to Submit to
Drug/Breath Test

2/13/2014: Paranoid ideation and conflicts with officers. Psychotic and argumentative. Religious
delusions. Nurses observed him masturbating and he is making “religious artifacts” in his cell.
3/13/2014: Guarded and distressed. No psychotic symptoms.

3/17/2014: Depressed and requests medication for nerves.

3/31/2015: Sexual Act

No reports related to mental health around the time of this infraction.

6/3/2015: Sexual Act

No reports related to mental health around the time of this infraction.

8/11/2015: Disobey Order;
Threaten to Harm or Injure
10/5/2015: Assault
Staff/Throwing Liquids

9/18/2015: Unhappy about being on segregation, but thought processes intact.
10/12/2015: Noted to be hyper religious.

1/12/2016: Sexual Act
4/15/2016: Sexual Act
4/15/2016: Disobey Order
4/17/2016: Sexual Act
4/17/2016: Disobey Order
4/17/2016: Attempt Class B
Offense

12/10/2015: Somewhat delusional and preoccupied.

1/4/2016: Agitated over issues with other inmates. Refusing medication.

1/12/2015: Written up this day, but medication compliant.

4/6/2016: Agitated and socially inappropriate. Medication compliant.

4/13/2016: Reports that UFOs and Big Food are real. Irritable but socially appropriate and
medication compliant.

4/20/2016: Inappropriate sexual behavior. Expressing frustration.
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JAMES BLACKMON NCDPS INFRACTIONS AND MENTAL HEALTH NOTES

DATE: INFRACTION(S)

NOTES REGARDING MENTAL HEALTH FROM AROUND TIME OF INFRACTION
(FROM NCDPS MENTAL HEALTH RECORDS)

4/22/2016: Sexual Act
4/27/2016: Sexual Act (x2)
4/27/2016: Disobey Order
(x2)

4/27/2016: Threaten to Harm
or Injure

4/22/2016: Threw a tray at a guard. Appears angry but was med compliant.

4/28/2016: Standing naked in his cell door. Upset over loss of property and religious items. Was
able to be convinced to dress again.

5/5/2016: Refusing medication since 4/28/2018. Says he is not taking “mind meds” because they
read his mind. Socially appropriate and “his thinking appeared normal.” Medication noncompliant
and remains on ad-seg.

5/10/2016: Elevated risk of violence due to noncompliance with medication and history of violent
behavior.

8/5/2016: Profane Language
8/5/2016: Threaten to Harm
or Injure

8/12/2016: Threaten to Harm
or Injury

8/12/2016: Profane
Language

8/13/2016: Sexual Act
8/13/2016: Disobey Order
8/13/2016: Profane

7/22/2016: In crisis intervention. Medication compliant but agitated and opposition. Threatened
staff while being given injections for stability, but did improve after the injections.

7/29/2016: Doing better.

8/4/2016: Less opposition and defiant.

8/11/2016: Not causing problems in segregation.

8/15/2016: Argumentative and verbally threatening.

Language
12/25/2016: Sexual Act; 11/21/2016: M-FAST? score indicates he is not malingering mental iliness or exaggerating
Disobey Order symptoms. Did endorse items on the Extreme Symptomology scale indicating his experience of

symptoms with atypical severity and presentation. Depression and hearing voices “from either his
right or left ear, but rarely both at the same time.”
11/22/2016: Restrained for intake. Reported bad dreams but no hallucinations.

5/12/2017: Threaten to Harm
or Injure

5/12/2017: Sexual Act
5/12/2017: Disobey Order
6/9/2017: Sexual Act

2/3/2017: Dressed in religious sheets. “Clearly delusional” but putting in his best effort. Auditory
and visual hallucinations, but didn’t provide other details. “Only | am the lord and master over
that.” He “used to draw a lot of spaceships because what you see is what you draw.” Referred to
himself as “the lion” and his “own creator and creator of the world.”

No other reports related to mental health around this time period.

2 Miller Forensic Assessment of Symptoms Test — used to screen for malingering psychiatric illness in adults.
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JAMES BLACKMON NCDPS INFRACTIONS AND MENTAL HEALTH NOTES

DATE: INFRACTION(S) NOTES REGARDING MENTAL HEALTH FROM AROUND TIME OF INFRACTION

(FROM NCDPS MENTAL HEALTH RECORDS)

8/18/2017: Disobey Order;
Lock Tampering

8/27/2018: Not brought out to treatment because he has been openly masturbating. Reports that
someone is hurting him and “Jesus is the only way.”

10/2/2017: Fighting
10/2/2017: Disobey Order
10/25/2017: Sexual Act
10/29/2017: Sexual Act
10/29/2017: Disobey Order
11/22/2017: Threaten to
Harm or Injury
11/22/2017: Profane
Language

11/22/2017: Disobey Order

9/8/2017: Not compliant with medication and has become increasingly agitated. Religiously
preoccupied. Blackmon noted he became less hypersexual after a medication change.
10/25/2017: "Mr. Blackmon was sent back from the treatment mall due to masturbating while in
the movie room with other inmates. He has been refusing his Depakote and at times his Zyprexa.
He is impulsive and his mood appears to be decompensating."

10/26/2017: Refusing some doses of medication. Openly masturbating the day before in front of
men and women. Hostile and angry. Appears to be delusional.

11/1/2017: “[h]is behavior of masturbating in front of others as well as irritable/anger was
significantly better and not an issue when he was compliant with medication" and that "when un-
medicated, he openly masturbates and makes sexual remarks." This report further indicates that
the committee decided that Blackmon met criteria for involuntary medication.

11/8/2017: Appeared to be doing better after a few doses of an antipsychotic.

1/1/2018: Lock Tampering
1/22/2018: Sexual Act
1/23/2018: Lock Tampering
1/23/2018: Damaging
State/Another’s Property
1/23/2018: Disobey Order

1/3/2018: Angry and hostile. Denies hallucinations.

1/9/2018: Recent infraction. Agitated and breaking rules. Claims to be med compliant.

1/24/2018: Evaluation after an episode of violence. Admits to frequent masturbation. Was denied
meal tray after being found masturbating in his cell, so he broke the cell window by hitting it with
his cane. Visual and audio hallucinations (sees angel that speak to him). That morning, he was
kicking his door and talking loudly. Increase in medication ordered.

2/8/2018: Altered course of treatment due to Blackmon’s refusal to take medication that required
a blood draw. Tolerated change well and felt it helped with racing thoughts and preoccupations.
No recent behavioral problems. Has not been openly masturbating. Currently calm and
cooperative.

5/23/2018: Disobey Order

2/21/2018: Sent back to Maury Cl. Put in residential treatment on 6/1/2018.

3/1/2018: “The record indicates he decompensates very quickly off medications and exhibits
symptoms including paranoid delusional beliefs about aliens controlling things, hallucinations,
social withdrawal, and extremely assaultive behavior. Documentation also suggests symptoms that
include frequent masturbation, racing thoughts, sexual preoccupation, depressed mood, and sleep
disturbances.”

3/21/2018: Discusses a daughter in India. Otherwise, no hallucinations, delusions, or paranoia.
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DATE: INFRACTION(S) NOTES REGARDING MENTAL HEALTH FROM AROUND TIME OF INFRACTION

(FROM NCDPS MENTAL HEALTH RECORDS)
e 5/10/2018: Paranoia about the motives of others. Difficulty trusting others. Delusional thoughts
about ancestors/relatives. Change in medication (back to Haldol).

7/25/2018: Sexual Act; e 6/19/2018: Logical. No delusions/hallucinations/paranoid. “The record indicates he
Disobey Order decompensates very quickly off medications.”
8/28/2018: Disobey Order e 7/20/2018: “The record indicates he decompensates very quickly when he is medication,

noncompliance and exhibits psychotic symptoms including paranoia, delusional ideation,
hallucinations, assaultive behavior, frequent masturbation, racing thoughts, sexual preoccupation,
depressed mood, assaultive behavior, and sleep disturbances, Mr. Blackmon was at CP from 2014
until 2018 where he was treated in the inpatient and residential programs. He was stirred (sic)
medications involuntarily beginning 11/02/17, with a 90 day extension granted on 11/30/17. He
was intermittently on restrictive housing status and mental health seclusion. In December 2017, he
was unable to attend treatment mall due to excessive incidents of indecent exposure.”

e 7/25/2018: Medication compliant. Showing verbal and physical aggression. Difficult to address
behaviors due to reluctance of other offenders to report him for fear of retaliation and staff not
writing him up consistently or following through. No hallucinations/delusions/paranoia noted.

e 8/15/2018: Two recent infractions for sexually related offenses. Appeared soft spoken and
pleasant. No hallucinations. 93% compliance with medications.

e 9/12/2018: On restrictive housing since 7/28/2018. Pleasant. No hallucinations. Not med
compliant. Some inappropriate sexual comments to female staff. Current infraction pending for
disobeying order. 8/8/2018 incident was dismissed, despite recommendation for an assault charge,
because of a timeframe violation. On that occasion, Mr. Blackmon reportedly bit another offender
four times, breaking the skin and drawing blood.

10/14/2018: Fighting e 10/2/2018: Refusing medication. No paranoid or hallucination, but some loose associations.

e 10/10/2018: Recent infraction for disobeying orders. Difficult to redirect and became less friendly
after being told there would be no discussion of past disciplinary issues. Generally cooperative, but
can quickly become very angry and loud. Does not take responsibility for his actions or
contributions to aggressive interchanges. Not med compliant.
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MS. MATOIAN: Okay. Is there anything

else in particular that you remember about the

case?

MR. MUNDAY: I don't -- just numerous
interviews with James Blackmon. I can't -- from
the -- he was arrested on what time -- in what

period of time?

MS. MATOIAN: I believe he was
arrested -- I was just looking at this --
November or December 1983.

MR. MUNDAY: Okay. Arrested. I'm
just trying to think back over what period of
time transpired as to -- so just looking at these
dates from '82 that Holder and I were assigned to
'83, as I recall James Blackmon was the focus of
the investigation, and most of our evidence, as I
recall, were focused towards James. He came in
on numerous times to be interviewed. Sometimes
we picked him up. Sometimes he came in on his
own. I remember him doing the interviews
speaking kind of in the third person, you know.

He was kind of a strange individual, wore a cape
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most of the time, was a street person, was a
tough individual, I think.

At times, over the years, he had had a
number of issues, I think. At times, he was what
I would consider kind of a gentle type guy, but
at times he was easily agitated, which was kind
of the angle that we played with him trying to
get him to -- rather than us having to pick him
up, and we wanted him to feel comfortable that he
wanted to talk to us. And, of course, that was
our objective to get him in and talk to him about
this matter.

MS. MATOIAN: Did you ever feel like
he was faking any of his mental illness?

MR. MUNDAY: I think that James knew
how to convince the people at Dorothea Dix that
he needed to be admitted. I think that was
almost a game for him. If he felt like he needed
to go in there, he knew what he needed to do to
go there and convince them. And I think that was
the turn-on/turn-off thing that he could do on

his own.
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MS. TANNER: I think I'm going to be like that if
I ever retire.

What was your perception of Mr. Blackmon's mental
capacity when you were talking to him? And I know you're
not a doctor, but I'm asking you --

ANDREW MUNDAY: Yeah, I know.

MS. TANNER: -- your perception as a -- as a
police officer and investigator.

ANDREW MUNDAY: James, when you got out and got in
a conversation with him, he could communicate with you
pretty good, you know, question and answers. And he was --
he was a little far out on things, you know. And he acted
crazy back when he was walking the streets and all this kind
of stuff. But once you get to know him, once he felt
comfortable with you, he would talk to you and cooperate,
you know.

MS. TANNER: When you say he was crazy out on the
streets, can you explain to me how that might relate to him

being dangerous, if that's correct, out on the streets?

Transcribed by Donna Rowe - ddrsteno@gmail.com
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ANDREW MUNDAY: Well, he -- at this time he had
long dreadlocks.

MS. TANNER: Okay.

ANDREW MUNDAY: Matted dreadlocks, you know. And
he wore a cape —--

MS. TANNER: Okay.

ANDREW MUNDAY: -- like Superman or somebody.
And -- and everybody -- a lot of people were afraid of him.

MS. TANNER: And where was this?

ANDREW MUNDAY: Just when -- when he was walking
the streets.

MS. TANNER: In Raleigh or in --

ANDREW MUNDAY: Yes. In Raleigh is mainly what I
-- the only place I can talk about. And we -- Holder and I
got him accustomed to coming to the investigative division
on his own. And anytime he'd come in, we'd take him back
and sit down and talk to them. And the -- the detective who
worked the front desk -- he was an old guy -- he was afraid
of James. But James was -- his persona was, you know,
something from far out.

MS. TANNER: He was far out?

ANDREW MUNDAY: Yes. And on one occasion, we
carried him to Dorothea Dix. He called us up and told me he
wanted to go. He was feeling bad, bad spirits. And of

course, we'd load him up and take him over there.

Transcribed by Donna Rowe - ddrsteno@gmail.com
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And on one occasion, we were there -- and James
was very —-- we could communicate good with him, do anything
we needed to do and he wanted to. But while we were there,
an NC State football player, black guy, went berserk and he
was being admitted. And they had him in one of those padded
rooms and it had the little square window that you could
look through and see him. He was locked up and we were out
here with James. And that kinda set James off, that guy
raising cane and cussing and all this kind of stuff. He
said, Let me in there with him. I can get him. I can shut
him up. And he would have went in if -- if anybody would
have let him. Of course we didn't.

MS. TANNER: Right.

Transcribed by Donna Rowe - ddrsteno@gmail.com
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MS. TANNER: -- were there any questions in your
mind about Mr. Blackmon's statements?

ANDREW MUNDAY : In what way?

MS. TANNER: Let's break it up. Were there any
questions in your mind about Mr. Blackmon's ability to
correctly recall information?

ANDREW MUNDAY : I don't think so.

MS. TANNER: Okay. Were there any questions in
your mind about Mr. Blackmon's mental health as it related
to providing you with those statements?

ANDREW MUNDAY: You know, he seemed -- when you
got him in cooperative surroundings, he seemed like you
could communicate back and forth with him. He seemed fine.

MS. TANNER: Were there any questions in your mind
about Mr. Blackmon's abilities as a historian when you were

talking with him?

Transcribed by Donna Rowe - ddrsteno@gmail.com
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ANDREW MUNDAY: I don't think so, no.

Transcribed by Donna Rowe - ddrsteno@gmail.com
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DATES FOR DOROTHEA RECORDS FOR HOSPITALIZATIONS 1981-1983

*Records obtained from RPD File, SBI File (Dix abuse allegations), and State and Defense
Appellate Briefs

DATES OF ADMISSION DATES OF RECORDS

6/23/1981—6/14/1982 e 5/19/1981—Discharge Summary from DOC Central

Hospital

e 6/15/1981—Petition for Involuntary Commitment

e 6/15/1981—Physician Evaluation for
Admission/Denial/Referral

e 6/18/1981—Physician Evaluation for
Admission/Denial/Referral

e 6/23/1981—Mental Health Clinic at Central Prison Clinical
Notes

e 6/23/1981—Dorothea Dix Transfer Summary

e 7/21/1981—Initial Psychiatric Assessment

e 7/22/1981—7/27/1981—Nursing Progress Notes

e 7/30/1981—7/31/1981—Nursing Progress Notes

e 8/5/1981—Annual Chronic Mental Status

e 8/24/1981—Handwritten Note

e 8/28/1981—9/9/1981—Nursing Progress Notes

e 9/10/1981—Dorothea Dix Transfer Summary

e 9/30/1981—10/1/1981—Nursing Progress Notes

e 10/1/1981—Dorothea Dix Transfer Summary

e 10/2/1981—Physician Examination and Evaluation to
Determine Necessity for Involuntary Commitment

e 10/12/1981—Dorothea Dix Transfer Summary

e 10/14/1981—Dorothea Dix Transfer Summary

e 10/20/1981—Dorothea Dix Transfer Summary

e 11/26/1981—12/7/1981—Nursing Progress Notes

e 12/4/1981—Dorothea Dix Transfer Summary

e 12/7/1981—Dorothea Dix Transfer Summary

e 6/14/1982—Discharge Summary and Aftercare Plan

e 6/17/1982—Aftercare Plan

e Undated—Drawings and two unsigned personal letters

1/21/1983—9/12/1983 e 1/21/1983—Evaluation for Admission

e 1/21/1983—Dorothea Dix Transfer Summary

e 1/22/1983—Initial Nursing Assessment

e 1/25/1983—Dorothea Dix Transfer Summary

e 1/25/1983—2/1/1983—Nursing Progress Notes

e 2/4/1983—2/7/1983—Nursing Progress Notes

e 2/8/1983—Initial Psychiatric Assessment
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DATES OF ADMISSION DATES OF RECORDS

e 2/10/1983—Interim Social History

e 2/19/1983—Psychological Evaluation and
Recommendations

o 2/21/1983—2/24/1983—Nursing Progress Notes

e 2/27/1983—2/28/1983—Nursing Progress Notes

e 3/2/1983—Dorothea Dix Transfer Summary

e 3/4/1983—Nursing Progress Notes

e 3/8/1983—Psychiatric History and Evaluation

e 3/8/1983—Dorothea Dix Transfer Summary

e 3/15/1983—Psychosocial Assessment

e 3/15/1983—Activity Therapies Discipline Assessment

e 4/10/1983—4/21/1983—Nursing Progress Notes

e 4/15/1983—Dorothea Dix Transfer Summary

e 4/25/1983—Dorothea Dix Transfer Summary

e 4/25/1983—4/26/1983—Nursing Progress Notes

e 5/3/1983—Qualified Physician Examination and
Evaluation

e 5/7/1983—Dorothea Dix Transfer Summary

e 5/17/1983—Dorothea Dix Transfer Summary

e 6/2/1983—Med-Surg Clinic/Consult Report

e 7/25/1983—Authorization to Release Medical Information
to SSA

e 8/24/1983—8/27/1983—Nursing Progress Notes

e 8/31/1983—9/12/1983—Nursing Progress Notes

e 9/12/1983—Discharge Summary

e 9/13/1983—Diagnosis Chart

e 9/14/1983—Psychiatric History and Evaluation

e Undated Comprehensive Nursing Assessment

10/2/1983—10/18/1983 e 10/2/1983—10/18/1983—Nursing Progress Notes

e 10/2/1983—Nursing Assessment

e 10/3/1983—Emergency Administration of Psychotropic
Medication to Non-Consenting Patients Physician
Certification

e 10/11/1983—Interim Social History

e 10/17/1983—Aftercare Plan

e 10/1983—Amended Order in Involuntary Commitment
Proceedings

10/18/1983— e 10/21/1983—Evaluation for Admission

10/28/1983 (outpatient)

10/28/1983— e 10/28/1983—Evaluation for Admission

11/18/1983 e 10/28/1983—11/18/1983—Nursing Progress Notes
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DATES OF ADMISSION DATES OF RECORDS

e 11/1/1983—Initial Psychiatric Assessment and Discharge
Summary

e 11/1/1983—Diagnosis Sheet

e 11/16/1983—Letter from Dr. Rowles

e 11/17/1983—Initial Psychiatric Assessment and Discharge
Summary

e 11/29/1983—Aftercare Plan

11/28/1983—12/7/1983 e 11/28/1983—Evaluation for Admission

e 11/28/1983—12/7/1983—Nursing Progress Notes

e 12/30/1983—Initial Psychiatric Assessment and Discharge
Summary
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November 9, 2018

State v. James Blackmon — 83 CRS 84695, Wake County

North Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission Hearing November 14-16, 2018

Professional Qualifications

My Curriculum Vitae has been provided in full as Exhibit A to my report. | received my BA in
Psychology, summa cum laude, from Emory University in 1981. | went on to receive my
Masters in 1985 and Doctorate in 1989 from the University of Louisville. | completed an
internship in Clinical-Forensic Psychology sponsored jointly by the University of North
Carolina and the U.S. Department of Justice. My dissertation was “Legislative Changes and
the Outcome of Pretrial Sanity Evaluations at a Federal Forensic Hospital: The Effects of the
Insanity Defense Reform Act of 1984.” | have been a licensed Psychologist in North Carolina
since 1989. | spent the bulk of my career as a clinical psychologist at the Federal
Correctional Complex in Butner, North Carolina and retired from there as Chief Psychologist
in 2016. | have also maintained a private practice focusing on forensic psychological
evaluations since 1999. | am an adjunct faculty member at the University of North Carolina
and Duke University. | am certified in Forensic Psychology, and serve on the examination
faculty of the American Board of Forensic Psychology.

I have testified approximately 139 times as an expert at trial and/or by deposition. The bulk
of my testimony has been in Federal criminal proceedings and quasi-criminal commitments.
The Commission compensated me at the rate of $300/hour for review and testimony. |
spent approximately 9 hours in review on this case.

Materials Reviewed
In the present case, | was provided and reviewed the following materials:

The 1984 Evaluation of Blackmon by Dr. Rollins

Binghamton, NY Psychology Records for Blackmon from 1976

Attica Records for Blackmon from 1971-1974

Transcripts and reports related to Blackmon’s interview with the Raleigh Police

Department from October 25, 1983-December 7, 1983

E. Select Court Documents related to Blackmon’s case which included the documents
related to Blackmon’s Motion to Suppress and appeal of that Motion as well as his plea
transcript

F. Dorothea Dix Records for Blackmon that were gathered by the Commission from various
sources, including the Raleigh Police Department and various court filings in Blackmon’s
case that were dated from 1980-1983

G. Select Mental Health Records from the Department of Public Safety from 1984-present.
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| anticipate that any exhibits used during my testimony will come from these resources,
though | may have additional opinions related to any documents and/or other exhibits that
may be shown to me during the course of the hearing not listed here.

Research

| have submitted or will submit excerpts from the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of
Mental Disorders - 5™ Edition, published by the American Psychiatric Association.

Areas of Expertise

I anticipate being presented and qualified as an expert in forensic and clinical psychology. |
have reviewed the records enumerated above, which comport with the types of records |
would typically review in a criminal case. | have applied my training and expertise in
analyzing these records and in forming my opinions.

Anticipated Opinions

| anticipate providing opinions based on my education, training, experience, and review of
the above materials regarding the following:

A. What Blackmon’s specific mental health diagnoses have been in the past.

Mr. Blackmon’s clinical presentation appears to have changed little from approximately
1976 onward. He has none-the-less received a variety of diagnostic labels, deriving in
part from periodic changes in the accepted nosology, in part from the waxing and
waning of his symptoms which may be both naturally occurring and a result of
medication treatment, and in part from the recognition that human behavior is
multifaceted.  Regarding the latter, historical diagnoses for Mr. Blackmon may be
considered in four general categories

First, Mr. Blackmon has received diagnoses based on low tested or estimated
intellectual ability, including notations of “very dull individual of below average
intelligence,” [Elmira Reception Center, 1971], “some mental retardation,” [Attica
Correctional Facility, 1974] and “Mental Retardation, Borderline” [Binghamton
Psychiatric Center, 1978, p.3]. Formal testing has reportedly yielded overall 1Q
estimates from 80 using a less thorough test method [Maury Correctional Institution,
1999, #000133], to 69 using a more thorough-going measure [Dorothea Dix Hospital,
1982, #000051). The latter score is at the boundary between ranges then described as
Borderline Intellectual Functioning and Mild Mental Retardation, currently referred to
as Mild Intellectual Disability. Of note, Mr. Blackmon was reportedly adjudicated
“Mental{ly] Defective” in New York and placed in a state school, though that designation
is a legal judgement rather than a clinical assessment. He was also briefly assigned a



diagnosis of “organic brain syndrome,” (Attica, p.8) an archaic and ill-defined term that
could denote a variety of central neurologic problems.

Mr. Blackmon has also occasionally received diagnoses based on maladaptive use of
various substances including, among others, heroin, “speed”, LSD, cannabis, and
alcohol. Use of illicit substances is common in persons with severe mental illness, but
may complicate treatment and management by interfering with prescribed medications,
causing additional symptoms, and disinhibiting untoward behavior.

A third focus of diagnostic concern has been maladaptive personality traits, sometimes
referred to as “character disorder.” Mr. Blackmon has been viewed as exhibiting
“..inadequate personality” [Attica, 1974], “Antisocial Personality Disorder with
Borderline Features” [Dix 06/23/81 #000084], “Antisocial Personality Disorder and
Borderline Personality Disorder” [Dix 1983], and “Mixed Personality Disorder with
Primitive, Antisocial, and Aggressive Features” [Dix 10/15/84 #01156), among others.

Most relevant to the current inquiry, Mr. Blackmon has historically been diagnosed with
conditions that comport with the common meaning of “mental iliness.” Documents
from the correctional facility in Attica, NY in 1974 noted that “whether there is
schizophrenia here is very difficult to assess at this time.” (Attica p.2) Blackmon was
admitted to Binghamton Psychiatric Center on two occasions in 1976 and eventually
discharged in early 1978. Diagnoses at those times included “Schizophrenia, Paranoid”
and he was treated with Thorazine, an antipsychotic medication (Binghamton, p.4).
Descriptions of his behavior emphasized bizarre delusions but also hyperactivity and
grandiosity. Consistent with the latter, staff at Dix Hospital noted a diagnosis of “Manic
Depressive Psychosis, Manic Type” in 1981 (#000293). His treatment there included
both anti-psychotic and mood-stabilizing medications at various points. When not
medicated, Mr. Blackmon was described as hostile, volatile, and sometimes assaultive
toward peers and staff. His records reflect a recurring pattern of medication compliance
{or enforcement), gradual improvement to a manageable state with significant residual
psychotic symptoms, and eventual non-compliance with a return of overtly aggressive
behavior and general acting out.

According to the current Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders {(“DSM-
5” pp. 99-105) Published by the American Psychiatric Association the principal
symptoms of Schizophrenia include hallucinations, delusions, disorganized
speech/incoherence, grossly disorganized or catatonic behavior, and negative
symptoms, such as diminished self-care or lack of volition. Associated features include
cognitive deficits in declarative memory (recall of facts and events), working memory,
language, and other executive functions. Some individuals with Schizophrenia show
social deficits, including impaired ability to infer the intentions of other people and may
attend to and then interpret irrelevant events as meaningful, perhaps leading to the
generation of explanatory delusions.



The principal symptoms of mania include abnormally elevated, expansive, or irritable
mood and abnormally and persistently increased goal-directed activity or energy.
During the episode of illness several of the following must be present: inflated self-
esteem or grandiosity, decreased need for sleep, more talkative than usual or pressure
to keep talking, flight of ideas/racing thoughts, distractibility, increase in goal-directed
activity or agitation, and excessive involvement in activities that have potential for
painful consequences. (see DSM-5 pp 123-124.)

During the time Mr. Blackmon became a subject of interest in the Murder of Ms.
Peyton, he was briefly readmitted at Dorothea Dix hospital. A Discharge Summary
dated 11/17/83 (#01165) noted the following diagnostic formulation:

Axis| No diagnosis
Axis Il Antisocial Personality Disorder
Borderline Personality Disorder

A personality disorder is an enduring pattern of inner experience and behavior that
deviates markedly from cultural expectations, is pervasive and inflexible, emerges in
adolescence or early adulthood, is stable over time, and leads to distress or impairment.
Antisocial Personality Disorder is characterized by disregard for and violation of the
rights of others, including failure to conform to social and legal norms, deceitfulness,
impulsivity, irritability and aggressiveness, reckless disregard for safety, irresponsibility,
and lack of remorse. Borderline Personality Disorder is characterized by instability in
relationships, self-image, and affect, as demonstrated by frantic efforts to avoid
abandonment, unstable and intense personal relationships, unstable self-image,
impulsivity in areas that can be self-damaging, recurrent suicidal threats, gestures, or
self-mutilation, unstable affect, chronic feelings of emptiness, inappropriate or poorly
controlled anger, or transient, stress-related paranoia or dissociative symptoms.

p~—

A Discharge Summary completed at Centrai Prison on 07/05/84 (covering the period of
01/06/84 to 5/11/84) (#000083) describes Mr. Blackmon as follows:

“James Blackman is a 30 year old black male who is referred to Central Prison as a
safekeeper on court order due to a past history of mental health treatment, and a
history of assaultive behavior towards officers and nurses. He is charged with murder.
Mr. Blackman suffers from chronic schizophrenia. He is often disoriented to time, place
and sometimes person. There are constant spasms of the facial muscles. He experiences
hallucinations and responds to these. Extreme religiosity is present and he holds the
delusions that he has special powers. He has often stated to this writer that he is from
another planet and that he knows people who are able to destroy this one. Mr.
Blackmon often becomes agitated and acts out.” At that time he was treated with the
antipsychotic medications Thorazine and Haldol, and Balafin (sic — presumably Baclofen)
and Cogentin for side-effects.

In contrast, his diagnoses were listed as follows in the subsequent competence to stand
trial evaluation by Dr. Roilins, dated 10/15/84:
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Axis I: No diagnosis

Axis ll: Mixed personality disorder with primitive, antisocial, and aggressive Features
{Of note, the terms primitive and aggressive are not part of the diagnostic nosology and
appear to be used descriptively here.)

Mr. Blackmon was readmitted, apparently from the Wake County Jail, to Central
Prison’s Mental Health Unit on 12/28/84 and was discharged on or about 04/01/85. At
that time he was diagnosed with “Schizophrenia, chronic undifferentiated type” and
described as “a very bizarre individual, who is obviously psychotic.” He was transferred
to Eastern Correctional Center for further care.

Subsequent treatment records, including those from Central Prison, Eastern
Correctional Center, Maury Correctional Center, and Hoke Correctional Institution
consistently note Mr. Blackmon’s life-long course of severe mental iliness, identified as
Schizophrenia. For example, an Inpatient Mental Health Assessment dated 04/05/88
and completed at Eastern Correctional Center (#003521) described Mr. Blackmon as
follows:

“His clothes were wrinkled and his tennis shoes were haphazardly laced and were
untied. Throughout the interview, he exhibited frequent faciai grimacing, possibly as a
result of side effects of medication. He is friendly and cooperative throughout the
interview. He was awake, alert, but displayed poor attention and concentration. He
was oriented to person and place, but did not know the date or the month. He had
difficulty remembering the year. He displayed good immediate recall but memory for
recent and remote events was unreliable. He spoke in a normai tone which was easily
understood, but evidenced some loosening of associations. He was very reluctant,
initially, in discussing his religious ideas, frequently stating "l don't like to talk about
that.” Eventually, he admitted that he had frequently heard voices and experienced
visions although these were not as frequent or intense as in the past. He said that,
through these visions, he was able to see future events. He believed that he was not of
this world, and when pressed to elaborate, said he was "the son of man." To support
this, he stood up and lowered his pants to show a birthmark on his left thigh which he
believed to be the number 1. He also said that the number 7 was symbolic of God and
that he had 7 toes. He related that he was unsure of his purpose, but felt that it would
he revealed later in his life. There was no evidence of persecutory delusions and he
denied any homicidal or suicidal ideations. Currently, he relates that he is content with
his medications and states that these help him to relax. “

Psychiatric Diagnoses were listed as:

Axis I:  295.92 Undifferentiated Schizophrenia, Chronic
Axis [1: V40.00 Borderline Intellectual Functioning

Staff noted that “It is likely that Mr. Blackmon will require indefinite residential mental
health treatment.”




Over the ensuing years he was consistently diagnosed with Schizophrenia, either
Undifferentiated Type or Paranoid Type, generally though not always with Antisocial
Personality Disorder. Occasionally Borderline Intellectual Functioning was noted (e.g.
#001649 dated 04/07/93) as was substance abuse (e.g. #002539 dated 07/25/97). The
presence of tardive dyskinesia, a disorder of movement related to treatment with
antipsychotic medications was frequently noted. He appears to have cycled among
correctional institutions with mental health facilities on a recurring basis.

In June 1995 his diagnoses were listed as (#002553):
Axis | - Undifferentiated Schizophrenia chronic
Axis H - Schizoid Personality

Antisocial Personality Disorder

In June of 2005 (#000988):

Axis I: Schizophrenia Paranoid Type, in partial remission with treatment
Axis Il: Borderline Intellectual Functioning

Axis lll: Tic Disorder, Dyskinesia

In June of 2014 (#000759):

Axis I: 295.90 Schizophrenia Undifferentiated Type Unspecified
292.90 Psychosis due to Substance Use
Axis [l: 301.70 Antisocial Personality Disorder
V62.89 Borderline Intellectual Functioning
Axis Ill: Hypertension and cellulitis of both legs and degenerative arthritis

Records indicate that at various times Mr. Blackmon has been prescribed the following
Anti-psychotic medications: Haldol {both by mouth and in long-acting injectable form),
Navane, Thorazine, Stelazine, Prolixin (both oral and injectable), and Clozaril. He has
also been treated with Baclofen, Artane, and Benadryl which are sometimes used to
manage side-effects of the foregoing medicines. He has been prescribed Lithium,
Tegretol, and Depakote, which are often used to treat symptoms of mania.

Mr. Blackmon'’s current mental health diagnoses

Psychological Testing completed at Central Prison on 02/23/17 (#000421 cf) notes the
following:

“...noteworthy peculiarities in thinking and experience. [Blackmon] Likely experiences
unusual perceptual or sensory events...as well as unusual ideas that may include magical
thinking or delusional beliefs. His thought processes are likely to be marked by
confusion, distractibility, and difficulty concentrating, and he may experience his




thoughts as blocked, withdrawn, or somehow influenced by others.... Mr. Blackmon
describes problems potentially associated with elevated and variable mood. In
particular, he is likely to have an active energy level that is perceptibly high to most
observers. He may be involved in a wide variety of activities in a somewhat
disorganized manner and may experience accelerated thought processes.”

The most recent available Psychiatric ﬁrogress Note created at Maury Correctional
Institution (#000023) on 10/02/18 documents the following diagnoses:

Schizoaffective disorder, bipolar type, most recent episode manic
Adjustment Disorder with Anxiety

The essential features of Schizoaffective Disorder are an uninterrupted period of illness
involving a major mood episode, in this case manic, as described earlier, concurrent
with the principal symptoms of Schizophrenia (delusions, hallucinations, disorganized
speech, grossly disorganized or catatonic behavior, negative symptoms). The mood and
psychotic symptoms must co-exist for the majority of the episode. This diagnosis
appears appropriate to Mr. Blackmon’s documented current presentation as well as his
long-term history of co-existing psychotic and mood symptoms extending over at least
forty years.

Adjustment Disorder refers to emotional or behavioral symptoms that develop in
response to an identified stressor. The symptoms are clinically significant, out of
proportion to the stressor, and cause significant impairment in social, occupational, or
other important areas of functioning. It is unclear what motivated inclusion of this
diagnosis.

Given the long-term consistency of Mr. Blackmon’s clinical presentation, as outlined
above, it is extremely unlikely that his peculiar behavior during the pendency of his
investigation and subsequent adjudication was feigned. Numerous practitioners, both
before and for a very lengthy period after that episode have consistently observed a
chronically impaired individual with primarily psychotic symptoms that wax and wane,
but persist even with aggressive medication treatment. It is very likely that he exhibited
significant residual symptoms throughout the pendency of his prosecution.

How those specific mental conditions affect Blackmon'’s perceptions of reality and ability
to report information.

Mr. Blackmon exhibits prominent delusions, hallucinations and disorganized speech.



Delusions are fixed, irrational beliefs that are not amenable to change despite contrary
evidence. Some of his delusional preoccupations have been noted above, and focus on
an idiosyncratic amalgam of Christian and Muslim themes {#000317). He views himself
as the “son of man” and as having an as yet unclear purpose to be revealed later
(#003521). He has interpreted his birthmark and his foot deformity as signs of his
special significance. Some of his delusional thinking is bizarre, meaning clearly
impossible and not understandable to others in our culture. His belief that his spirit can
and does depart from his body and carry on actions elsewhere is one such delusion. He
has also asserted that he can place herbs and oils on his skin and then, by touching
another person, control them. (#000029) Beyond enumerating delusions, it is important
to understand that they represent a defective thought process, and that elaborations
and additional erroneous beliefs may develop on a continuing basis. It appears Mr.
Blackmon interprets day-to-day events in the context of his assumed religious
significance and other delusions. His delusions have a grandiose quality that contributes
to his sometimes demanding approach to others.

Mr. Blackmon has also reported hallucinations over many years. Hallucinations are
vivid, perception-like experiences in the absence of an actual stimulus. They are
experienced as “real” by the affected individual but do not reflect objective, physical
reality. Hallucinations are most frequently experienced as voices commenting upon or
communicating with the patient and they often correlate with delusions. Mr. Blackmon
“feels like hurting people when he sees the devil coming out of them.” He said that he
“sees devils and angels and he hears the voice of God directing the (sic) destiny.”
(#000049) Command hallucinations may influence the affected person to act in a
particular manner. Mr. Blackmon has experienced the voice of God speaking to him
through the television. (#000302)

Disorganized speech is understood to reflect disorganized thought, often referred to as
loosening of associations. This quality is reflected in the following excerpt from Mr.
Blackmon’s writing to a staff member at Dix Hospital:

“...sunshine woman, as the wind blow. | see you in the chandeliers depths of my mind.
Many forms of light. Let's come together on a sociable stage where we can activate on
the emotions of being over-exalted. Precious lady, release the gas from your mind and
let the purity of the snow come in. Don’t erupt like a volcano. Take it one step at a
time, my Asiatic woman. Asia means the everlasting state of infinity as you see the
attraction of our harmony, as you withstand the dignity and pride of being the statue of
Liberty of ladies of all worlds. But you must realize you are the atom’s forces of the
man'’s completion. But don’t go ego-tripping, because if you do, you will be like a fallen
object, out of our hemisphere. So stay on course and fly the plane in space and time
which is true | master see our equality. Deal with the situation of everlasting rights of all
nationalities, regardless of no matter. What decrees may be, because you are living on
a plane of mind that no one can comprehend, but only I. If they can see your spiritual



substance of understanding every square root of your dimension. So take it easy and
relax your mind.”

How Blackmon’s mental condition may have affected his interactions with law
enforcement in this case.

Mr. Blackmon began interacting with detectives by 10/25/83, with his arrest occurring
on 12/7/83. He appears to have been motivated to spend time with the detectives by
his ongoing distress and because the police treated him deferentially. He
communicated extensive, plainly delusional information to the detectives. Their lines of
questioning included some focused, factual questions that are likely representative of
general police work, while other questions took Mr. Blackmon’s delusional ideas as their
premise, and in some instances went beyond them. Given his thought disorder, Mr.
Blackmon would have significant difficulty responding to questions that assume
irrational premises. It is very difficult to know what useful information is obtained by
asking a delusional individual to expound on those inherently irrational ideas. He
appears to have acquiesced easily to questions posed in the latter form, in several
instances giving answers directly contrary to his responses moments earlier. In other
instances he provided responses that were internally contradictory. He also appeared
to confabulate at times, developing a plausible response when he was otherwise
uncertain.

It does not appear that manic symptoms figured prominently in the interviews and
related interactions with police.

How side-effects of the medications prescribed to Mr. Blackmon may have affected his
interactions with law enforcement in this case.

The Dix Hospital Discharge Summary dated 11/17/83 (#01165) indicates Mr. Blackmon
was to continue taking a regimen of Haldol 60 mg by mouth at bedtime, Cogentin 2 mg
by mouth twice a day, and Prolixin decanoate 50 mg. intramuscularly every two weeks,
with the next dose scheduled for 11/21/83. (It is not clear whether he received that
scheduled injection.) Based on my collaboration with multiple psychiatrists and
numerous patients with mental disorders, | am aware of the typical side effects of
Haldol and Prolixin. Those most relevant to interviews with law enforcement officials
include sedation, dizziness, headache, and anxiety. Other side-effects, such as dry
mouth, trouble sleeping, constipation, and blurred vision appear less relevant.
Cogentin is typically prescribed to prevent some of the side effects just mentioned, but
may have its own side effects, including blurred vision, constipation, decreased
sweating, and dry mouth. The interviews and other information in the reviewed
documents do not suggest that Mr. Blackmon was substantially burdened by medication
side effects at that time.




The intended effects of the prescribed medications include reduction of hallucinations,
delusions, and irritability. It appears that without the foregoing treatment, Mr.
Blackmon may well have been too volatile and oppositional to cooperate with police
interviews. Despite that treatment he continued to demonstrate significant residual
psychotic symptoms as described earlier.

F. How his mental health condition affects his current behavior.

As of his most recent known contact on 10/02/18, Mr. Blackmon was being treated with
injections of Haldol decanoate 150 mg Intramuscularly every four weeks, Haldol 10mg
by mouth twice daily, Depakote 500 mg by mouth twice daily, and Vistaril “hundred”
(sic) milligrams twice daily. These medications appear targeted to treat both psychotic
and mood symptoms and are consistent with his treatment over many years. He was
described as well-kempt, cooperative, and appropriate. His mood was neutral — neither
depressed nor expansive or irritable. He was properly oriented. No perceptual
disturbances (hallucinations) were noted. His thoughts were generally goal-directed but
with some loosening of associations. No delusional content was noted by the treating
psychiatrist. Significant medical concerns were identified. As mentioned above, Mr.
Blackmon historically experiences cyclic improvement and decompensation, largely
related to medication compliance versus non-compliance, but likely also as part of the
episodic nature of manic symptoms. (#000083)

I reserve the right to make additional opinions as requested by Commission staff and/or
during the Commission hearing based on what | have reviewed and my education, training,
and experience.

Gl 7.,

Edward E. Landis, Ph.D.”ABPP {Forensic)
Licensed Psychologist (NC #1632)
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Curriculum Vitae
(Updated January 10, 2018)

Edward "Rhett" Landis, Ph.D., ABPP

Practicing Psychologist
2734 Spencer Street
Durham, NC 27705
(919) 698-2318 ELANDIS@nc.rr.com

EDUCATIONAL HISTORY

University of North Carolina School of Medicine, September 1986 to
Department of Psychiatry October 1987

Doctoral Internship in Clinical-Forensic Psychology
(APA-Approved Program)

University of Louisville, September 1981 to
Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, May 1989
Department of Psychology

Doctor of Philosophy, 1989

Dissertation: Legislative Changes and the Outcome of Pretrial Sanity
Evaluations at a Federal Forensic Hospital: The Effects of the Insanity
Defense Reform Act of 1984.

Master of Arts, 1985

Thesis: An Examination of Two Temporal Reference Systems

Honors: University Fellowship, 1981-1983
Selected Chief Clinic Assistant, 1984-1985

Emory University, August 1977 to
Atlanta, Georgia June 1981

Bachelor of Arts, 1981
Thesis: Organization, Categorization and Elaboration in Multi-Trial Free Recall
Honors: Summa Cum Laude
Elected to Psi Chi



Vita page 2
Edward Landis, Ph.D.

CLINICAL EXPERIENCE

Private Practice 1999 to present

Durham North Carolina
Practice limited to Forensic Psychological Assessment

Chief Psychologist
Federal Correctional Complex - Butner, North Carolina

Deputy Chief Psychologist - Evaluations and Behavioral Health,
Federal Correctional Complex - Butner, North Carolina

Director of Clinical Training/Forensic Psychologist,
Federal Correctional Institution/Complex - Butner, North Carolina

Forensic Psychologist,
Federal Correctional Institution - Butner, North Carolina

Psychological Associate,
Federal Correctional Institution - Butner, North Carolina

Psychology Intern, Department of Psychiatry, School of Medicine
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Psychological Assistant, KMI Medical Center, La Grange, Kentucky

Psychological Associate, Heart Transplant Team, Jewish Hospital,
Louisville, Kentucky

Chief Clinic Assistant (Student Director),
University of Louisville, Kentucky

Clinic Assistant, Department of Psychology, University of Louisville
Student Clinician, Department of Psychology, University of Louisville

Psychology Trainee, Department of Veterans Affairs Medical Center,
Louisville, Kentucky

Psychology Trainee, Southern Indiana Mental Health and Guidance Center,
New Albany, Indiana

2013 - 2016

2008 - 2013

1992 - 2008

1989-1991

1988-1989

1986-1987

1985-1986

1984-1986

1984-1985

1983-1984

1981-1983

1983

1982



Vita page 3
Edward Landis, Ph.D.

RESEARCH POSITIONS
Research Analyst
National Sex Offender Task Force, Federal Bureau of Prisons 1988
Research Analyst 1987-1988

Federal Correctional Institution - Butner, North Carolina

Psychology Intern 1987
Dorothea Dix Hospital, Raleigh, North Carolina
A Retrospective Study of Psychometric and Neuroendocrine Markers in Major
Depression and Panic Disorder.

Research Assistant, Department of Psychology, University of Louisville 1985-1986
Conducted literature reviews for a series of case studies published by senior

faculty. Prepared draft manuscripts. Supervisor: Robert G. Meyer, Ph.D.

Psychological Associate 1984-1986
Heart Transplant Team, Jewish Hospital, Louisville, Kentucky

Research Consultant 1986
Lifespring Mental Health Center, Clark County, Indiana
LICENSURE

North Carolina - Practicing Psychologist, Permanent - License #1632
(Health Service Provider Certification)

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS AND TEACHING AFFILIATIONS
Diplomate in Forensic Psychology, American Board of Professional Psychology - #4877
Fellow and Treasurer, American Academy of Forensic Psychology
Member of the Examination Faculty, American Board of Forensic Psychology

Consulting Associate Professor - University of North Carolina School of Medicine,
Department of Psychiatry and Psychology

Assistant Consulting Professor of Medical Psychology - Duke University Medical Center,
Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences
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Edward Landis, Ph.D.

National Register of Health Service Psychologists - listing #43422

Member, American Psychological Association
Division 12 (Clinical)
Division 41 (American Psychology-Law Society)

American Psychological Association Commission on Program Consultation and
Accreditation

Site Visitor 1996 - 2002

Site Visit Chair 2002 - present

PUBLICATIONS

Journals and Periodicals:

Landis, E.R. (2005). Science, Practice, and the Law of Evidence in Psychology Training.
APPIC Newsletter, 30 (1), 19-20.

Landis, E.R. (2004). Law and Legal Research for Psychology Trainees. ~APPIC Newsletter,
29 (1), 15.

Landis, E.R. (2004). Forensic Psychology Training. APPIC Newsletter, 28 (3), 24.

Landis, E.R., Krauss, D.A., & O’Connor, M. (2003). Legal update: involuntary treatment to
restore competency to stand trial is constitutionally permissible in limited circumstances.
American Psychology-Law Society News, 23 3, 8-10.

Landis, E.R. (2002). Legal update: involuntary treatment to restore competency to stand
trial. American Psychology-Law Society News, 22,1, 6-7 & 28.

Bourg, S., Connor, E.J. and Landis, E.R. (1995). The impact of expertise and sufficient
information on psychologists' ability to detect malingering. Behavioral Sciences and the
Law, 13,505-515.

Books and Book Chapters:

Krauss, D., & Landis, E. (2016). [Vignettes 2a & 10c]: Commentary on ethical vignette. In G.
Pirelli, R. Beattey, & P. Zapf (Eds.), The ethical practice of forensic psychology: A

casebook (pp. 55-6, 333-4). New York: Oxford.
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Duncan, S., Landis, E.R., Barber, K., and Denny, R. (1993). How to conduct a thorough and
professional forensic evaluation: a training manual for BOP psychologists. Aurora, CO:
Management and Specialty Training Center, Bureau of Prisons.

Landis E.R. (1992). Liability for the Violent and Suicidal Client. In Anderton, C.H. and
Jackson, L. A. (Eds.) Psychologist's Legal Handbook. Raleigh, North Carolina: North
Carolina Psychological Association.

Meyer, R.G., Landis, E.R.,, & Hays, ].R. (1989). Law for the Psychotherapist. =~ New York: W.
W. Norton.

SELECTED PRESENTATIONS

Landis, E. R. (18 November 2016). PTSD, Schizophrenia, and Bipolar Disorder: Diagnostic
Features, Legal Implications, and Accommodations. NCAST- Durham, NC.

Cochrane, R, Landis, E.R., Sweda, M., and Fogel, M. (Aug. 8, 2014). Law and Mental Health
Training: Developmental Perspectives. Panel Symposium. American Psychological
Association Convention.

Landis, E.R. (Sept. 3, 2009).  Forensic psychological evidence for prosecutors. National
Advocacy Center, Columbia, S.C.

Landis, E.R. (June 2008).  Forensic psychological evidence for prosecutors. National
Advocacy Center, Columbia, S.C.

Landis, E.R., Wolfe, N., Barboriak, P., and Grey, A. (February 2007).  Does the client have
capacity and for what?  University of North Carolina Psychiatry and Law Symposium,
Chapel Hill, N.C.

Landis, E.R.  (January 2005). The role of psychological testing in forensic evaluation.
Invited lecture, Duke University School of Law, Durham, North Carolina.

Landis, E. R. (September, 2002). Evaluation of competency to stand trial: an introduction for
defense attorneys. Invited presentation, annual training for Criminal Justice Act attorneys
sponsored by the office of the Federal Public Defender, Wrightsville Beach, North Carolina.

Johnson, S.J.,, Landis, E.R., & McCormack T.S. (November 6, 2001). The insanity defense and
the evaluation of criminal responsibility.  Invited address, certification training for forensic
examiners sponsored by the Georgia Department of Mental Health, Mental Retardation, and
Substance Abuse, Helen, Georgia.
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Landis, E.R.  (Februrary 2001). The role of psychological testing in forensic evaluation.
Invited lecture, Duke University School of Law, Durham, North Carolina.

Landis, E.R. (December 1999). The insanity defense and other mental state defenses.
Annual Community Psychiatry Symposium. Duke University Medical Center. Durham,
North Carolina.

Landis, E.R. (August 1998).  Revisiting the concept of moral insanity. Invited Address.
Duke University School of Law. Durham, North Carolina.

Landis, E.R.  (March 1998). Comprehensive strategies in assessing and managing risk of
harm in mental health settings. Invited address, University of North Carolina Task Force
on Risk Management, Chapel Hill, N.C.

Landis, E.R. (March 1994) The inpatient evaluation process regarding competency and
insanity, and federal civil commitment. Invited address, Federal Judicial Center
Conference for Public Defenders, Philadelphia, PA.

Landis, E.R.  (September 1992).  The role of psychological testing in personal injury
litigation. Invited lecture, Duke University School of Law.

Landis, E.R. (June 1990, May 1991, June 1992, July 1993, June 1994, July 1995, February
1996). The insanity defense and other mental state defenses. =~ Annual Community
Psychiatry Seminar. Duke University Medical Center. Durham, North Carolina.

Johnson, S. & Landis E. (March 1990).  The Sociopathic personality. Coastal Region
(North Carolina) Area Health Education Center meeting. Southern Pines, North Carolina.

Garbutt, J.C, Gillette, G.R., and Landis, E.R.  (April 1987). The panic/depression
connection. Grand Rounds presentation, Department of Psychiatry, University of North
Carolina School of Medicine.

Landis, E.R. (February 1984). "High Anxiety." Three part television news report on the
diagnosis, incidence, and treatment of phobias. = WSOC-TV, Louisville, Kentucky.

Landis, E.R.  (September 1982). Directed strategies and incidental organization in
list-learning. Paper presented as part of annual research symposium, University of
Louisville.

Landis, E.R.  (April 1981). Categorization, elaboration, and organization, in multi-trial
freerecall. Emory University annual Research in Human Cognition Symposium.
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AWARDS AND HONORS

Exemplary Service Award, American Board of Forensic Psychology, August 2014

Supervisor of the Year (2010 & 2013), Federal Correctional Complex, Butner North
Carolina

Judy T. Konanc Award for Teaching and Supervision - July 1998
University of North Carolina School of Medicine
Department of Psychiatry
Bureau of Prisons, Mid-Atlantic Regional Director’s Affirmative Action Award - 1998

Bureau of Prisons, Award for Outstanding Career Achievement -1994

Selected to attend the "Leadership Forum" sponsored by the Department of Justice
Alexandria, Virginia and Washington, D.C. - July 15 through 19, 1991

Honor Graduate - Federal Law Enforcement Training Center - June 29, 1989
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GEORGE
ON Department of Criminology, Law & Society
4400 University Drive 4F4 Fairfax, Virginia 22030

UNIVERSITY Phone: 703-993-8183 Fax: 703-993-8316

November 7, 2018

North Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission
Post Office Box 2448
Raleigh, NC 27602

In re: the State of North Carolina vs. James Blackmon, case # 83CRS84695

Thank you for contacting me on this case. As agreed, my hourly rate in this case is $250.00 per hour. Thus far,
I have spent approximately 24-25 hours reviewing materials, writing the report, and on phone calls.

. PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS

I am a Professor of Criminology, Law and Society at George Mason University. | received my PhD in
Developmental Psychology from the University of California, Davis in 1999. | then spent three years at
Stanford University School of Medicine in the Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences where |
studied juvenile justice. | am a nationally and internationally recognized expert in the areas of legal decision-
making, scientific methods, and specifically interrogation techniques and confessions. My research focuses on
whether legal decision-making is knowing, intelligent, and voluntary and | have examined such decision-
making in vulnerable (juveniles and persons with mental illness) and non-vulnerable defendants, and across
several different contexts—in the interrogation room, during the guilty plea process, and in mental health
courts. My research also focuses on wrongful convictions, with a particular focus on false confessions and
false guilty pleas. My curriculum vitae was sent to you under separate cover.

I have published several papers on confessions and pleas, including the American Psychology-Law Society-
(Division 41 of the American Psychological Association) sponsored scientific consensus paper (Kassin,
Drizin, Grisso, Gudjonsson, Leo, & Redlich, 2010), several reviews on the risk of false admissions and the
methods used in false confession research, and misconceptions surrounding false confessions (e.g., Redlich,
2010; Redlich & Meissner, 2009; Meissner, Redlich, et al., 2014; Redlich, Bibas, Edkins, & Madon, 2017). |
have also conducted original research on these topics (e.g., Kassin, Redlich, Alceste, & Luke, 2018; Redlich &
Bonventre, 2015; Redlich, Kulish, & Steadman, 2011; Redlich, Summers, & Hoover, 2010; Redlich, Kelly, &
Miller, 2014). In addition, I co-edited two volumes on international interviewing and interrogation practices,
one focused on suspects and the other focused on victim/witnesses (Walsh, Oxburgh, Redlich, & Myklebust,
2016a and b).

I am often asked to educate audiences through invited presentations, including the New York State Bar
Association, the International Society of Barristers, the U.S. Office of the Courts, and the Royal Mounted
Canadian Police. | have testified as an expert witness approximately seven times, either in court or at
depositions, in several states. | have also received funding from national agencies, including the Federal



Bureau of Investigation, the National Institute of Justice, and the National Science Foundation, to conduct
research on interrogation and guilty pleas. In 2018, | was awarded the American Psychological Association
Mid-Career Award for Outstanding Contributions to Benefit Children, Youth, and Families.

My curriculum vitae is attached as Appendix A.

1. MATERIALS REVIEWED

I have to date reviewed in whole or in part the following materials specifically pertaining to this case:
(1) Police reports — Initial investigation

(2) Police investigation photos

(3) Media information from police files

(4) Police reports — After Blackmon became suspect

(5) Blackmon’s criminal history info gathered by police
(6) Blackmon’s interviews with police 10.25.1983-12.7.1983
(7) Blackmon’s state hospital records 1981-1983

(8) Court file documents

(9) Newspaper articles found by Commission

(10) Commission Interviews

(11) State’s appellate brief with attachments

(12) Defendant’s appellate brief with attachments

(13) SBI Summary of Dorothea Dix

(14) Blackmon statement in re Dorothea Dix incident
(15) 2018.10.22 Requested materials from SBI File
(16) Timeline

(17) DPS Education records

(18) NCIIC Interview with James Blackmon

(19) NCIIC Interviews with Munday and Holder

1. THE PSYCHOLOGY OF POLICE INTERROGATION AND FALSE CONFESSION

1. Recently, an alarmingly high incidence of wrongful convictions has been documented in the U.S., in large
part due to “Innocence Projects,” many of which utilize analyses of DNA from crime scenes to exonerate
innocent persons. The best-known Innocence Project, administered through the Benjamin Cardozo School of
Law in New York, to date has helped to free more than 350 people who had been wrongfully convicted.
Approximately 25% of these cases involve false admissions. In addition, the National Registry of Exonerations
has catalogued nearly 3,000 known wrongful convictions, of which about 10-12% are false confessions.
Because of these realized and proven miscarriages of justice, the amount of research conducted on false
confessions in the past 25 years has burgeoned and findings are generally accepted among scientists. Several
comprehensive reviews and edited volumes have been published, including (but not limited to) Gudjonsson
(2003; 2018); Kassin (2005; 2012; 2017); Kassin & Gudjonsson (2004); Lassiter (2004); Lassiter & Meissner
(2010); and Leo (2008). Of note, the American Psychology-Law Society, Division 41 of the American
Psychological Association, has sponsored and approved a scientific consensus paper on police interrogations
and confessions (Kassin, Drizin, Grisso, Gudjonsson, Leo, & Redlich, 2010).

2. Three main types of false confessions have been identified: 1) Voluntary; 2) Compliant; and 3) Internalized.
Voluntary false confessions are those that are offered without coercion and on the person’s own volition.
Quintessential examples are persons who falsely confess to gain infamy or to protect friends or family (the true
perpetrators). Compliant false confessions (also called coerced compliant) are the most commonly identified
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and studied. These occur when the suspect’s will is overborne and in order to escape an unbearable and
stressful situation, the person provides a false confession. Most false confession DNA-exoneration cases are
considered this kind. The final false confession type, Internalized, also involves the person’s will being
overborne and through manipulative interrogation techniques, the person comes to temporarily believe that
s/he actually committed the crime. The person internalizes culpability for the crime.

3. There are several situational (characteristics associated with the interrogation itself and interrogative
techniques) and dispositional (characteristics associated with the suspect) factors that have been identified as
rationales behind false confession. The two dispositional factors most often cited are juvenile status and mental
impairment, in which intellectual disability and mental illness are collapsed. In understanding why a person
would confess to a crime (and often time, a serious or heinous crime) he or she did not commit, it is important
to consider both situational and dispositional risk factors.

Police Interrogation Techniques: Situational Risk Factors

4. The ultimate goal of interrogating suspected criminals is to gain a confession (Inbau, Reid, Buckley, &
Jayne, 2013). Establishing psychological control is a critical element toward that end. Beginning in the 1930s,
U.S. police interrogative procedures changed from a use of physical intimidation to a more sophisticated use of
psychological persuasion. Sociologist and renowned police interrogation expert, Dr. Richard Leo, in his
analysis of 500+ hours of observed interrogation, likened police questioning to a confidence game, in which
detectives “cultivate” and “con” suspects into admitting guilt. He wrote that “[CJontemporary interrogation
strategies are based on the manipulation and betrayal of trust” (p. 284, Leo, 1996; see also, Leo, 2008).

5. The most widely used set of interrogation tactics are referred to as the “Reid Technique” (explicitly
mentioned in Miranda v. Arizona). Originally developed in 1947, the Reid Technique training manual, which
is considered to be the “bible” of police interrogation, is now in its fifth edition (Inbau, Reid, et al., 2013). The
Reid Technique involves 9 steps, in which Step 1 is Positive Confrontation (assertion of guilt by the
interrogator) and Step 9 is the conversion of an oral confession into a written one. Other police interrogation
training manuals and recommended techniques are derived from, or look similar to, the Reid Technique. More
specifically, since the 1950s or so, US police interrogation techniques have been psychologically based.

6. Prior to an interrogation, however, a Behavioral Analysis Interview (BAI) is conducted. The purpose of the
BAI is to determine if the person of interest is deceptive and therefore guilty. The BAI relies on evaluations of
verbal responses, non-verbal behaviors (sweating, fidgeting, or dry mouth) and paralinguistic patterns (hesitant
speech, response latency) to detect deception. However, more than three decades of research on deception
detection (for a review, see Bond & DePaulo, 2006) has produced a clear, consistent, and unequivocal pattern
of findings: 1) there is no one behavioral cue that is definitively indicative of deception, and 2) people
(including and especially law enforcement) perform no better than chance at detecting deception. I also note
that the interpretation of non-verbal clues in persons with mental illness may be especially unreliable because
of the symptoms of the mental illness itself and/or because of the medications the person is taking (Redlich,
2004). Indeed, Reid and Associates state, “Investigators should be highly skeptical of the behavior symptoms
of a person with psychiatric history” (p. 145, Inbau et al., 2013).

The importance of the BAI cannot be understated. If the suspect is deemed to be deceptive, a guilt-
presumptive interrogation takes place; if the suspect is deemed to be a truth-teller, he or she is let go. Because
of this presumption of guilt, the risk of confirmation bias and tunnel vision are high. Confirmation bias, a
widely accepted psychological phenomenon, occurs when information that is consistent with one’s hypothesis
or expectations is given credence, whereas information that is inconsistent is discounted, ignored, or actively
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re-interpreted to be consistent with the hypothesis. In many false confession cases, there is a sole focus on one
suspect and evidence that implicates other suspects is not pursued.

Finally, police have developed methods to get suspects to talk “outside of Miranda.” In many ways, the same
psychologically oriented methods used in interrogation are used in the interview phase. Leo (2008) labels these
methods as “softening up the suspect” (p. 121) and “recasting interrogation as a non-custodial interview” (p.
124).

7. In a review of police interrogations and confessions, Kassin and Gudjonsson (2004) summarize
interrogations as involving three general phases involving: (a) custody and isolation, in which the suspect is
detained in a small room and left to experience the anxiety, insecurity, and uncertainty associated with police
guestioning; (b) confrontation, in which the suspect is presumed guilty and told (sometimes falsely) about the
evidence against him/her, is warned of the consequences associated with his/her guilt, and is prevented from
denying his/her involvement in the crime (e.g., via interrogator monologues); and finally (c) minimization, in
which a now sympathetic interrogator attempts to gain the suspect’s trust, offers the suspect face-saving
excuses or justifications for the crime, and implies more lenient consequences should the suspect provide a
confession or harsher consequences if s/he does not.

An important part of police questioning is Theme Development, which is Step 2 in the 9-step Reid technique.
Themes, or minimization techniques, are a “moral excuse” for the suspect’s commission of the crime (see p.
232, Inbau et al., 2001). Interrogators develop scenarios of how or why the person committed the crime. These
scenarios usually offer the suspect a morally acceptable way out, such as an accident scenario (the act was
unintentional), justifiable (stealing to feed one’s family), or beyond the person’s control. This theme is used
throughout the interrogation to achieve the ultimate goal of confession.

8. These three phases of isolation, confrontation, and minimization are quite effective. That is, police
interrogation methods “work” (i.e., generate confessions) when employed on guilty suspects. The majority of
suspects (approximately 65%) confess when it is their best interest not to.

However, these same methods can also “work™ on innocent persons (false confessions). The methods used to
distinguish between guilty and innocent suspects are inadequate and unreliable. Thus, when employed on
innocent suspects, otherwise effective interrogation techniques become ineffective and dangerous. The
potential for danger increases when modern-day interrogation techniques are used on innocent suspects with
vulnerabilities such as cognitive and mental disabilities.

Vulnerable Suspects and Police Interrogation: Dispositional Risk Factors

There is much evidence to support that persons with vulnerabilities, including intellectual impairments and/or
mental illness are at risk for false confession. Staff at the Innocence Project has stated “Truly startling is the
number of false confession cases involving the mentally impaired and the mentally ill.” Persons with mental
impairment are overrepresented in studies of official exonerations and proven false confessions (see Drizin &
Leo, 2004; Gross et al., 2005).

9. The characteristics and symptoms that operationally define mental illness and intellectual disability lend
themselves to the production of false incriminating statements, particularly when viewed in light of
psychologically manipulative interrogation tactics. The very reasons the U.S. Supreme Court cited in Atkins v.
Virginia for excluding this group categorically from capital punishment are the same reasons that make them



at risk for false confession. Indeed, in Atkins, the Supreme Court explicitly mentioned the possibility of false
confession as one rationale underlying their decision.

10. Perske (2004), a leading authority on persons with cognitive limitations and false confessions, lists several
propensities of this population he uses when training police, including: 1) Relying on authority figures for
solutions to everyday problems; 2) The desire to please persons in authority; 3) The inability to abstract from
concrete thought; 4) Watching clues from the interrogator; 5) The longing for friends; 6) Bluffing greater
competence than one possesses; 7) An all-too-pleasant facade; 8) Real memory gaps; 9) A quickness to take
blame; 10) Impaired judgment; 11) An inability to understand court proceedings; 12) Problems with receptive
and expressive language; 13) Short attention span; 14) Uncontrolled impulses; 15) An unsteady gait and
struggling speech; and 16) Exhaustion and surrender of all defenses.

11. Appelbaum and Appelbaum (1994) reviewed the criminal justice related competencies of persons with
intellectual impairments. They note three areas of particular relevance to the legal system: difficulties in
communication, in cognition, and in conation (aspects of mental abilities relating to volition or capacity to act
purposefully). Appelbaum and Appelbaum (1994) discuss directly the competency to confess and provide
valid Miranda waivers, noting

They [persons with intellectual disabilities] might confess to a crime merely to avoid the

discomfort of police interrogation. Friendliness, as well as threats and coercion, can result in

waivers and confessions....Moreover, distorted concepts of blameworthiness and causation

may lead to false confession (p. 493).

12. Research studies examining the legal capacities of persons with intellectual disability provide further
evidence of their diminished capacity in interrogation settings (Fulero & Everington, 2004). Across four
studies of Miranda comprehension of this population, findings are quite consistent in that persons with
intellectual disabilities have significant deficits in their understanding and appreciation of these rights (Cloud,
Shepard,