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Standard of Review:

N.C.G.S. §15A-1468(c)

“If five or more of the eight voting members of the Commission conclude 

there is sufficient evidence of factual innocence to merit judicial 

review, the case shall be referred…In cases where the convicted person 

entered and was convicted on a plea of guilty, if all of the eight voting

members of the Commission conclude there is sufficient evidence of

factual innocence to merit judicial review, the case shall be referred…”



Files Reviewed



Bryson:  Map





Robbin Carmichael



Robbin Carmichael: 

Deposition – 6/1/2018



Robbin Carmichael





Robbin Carmichael



Robbin Carmichael: 

WSPD Interview –

3/20/2019



Robbin Carmichael



Darren Johnson



Darren Johnson: 

Commission Interview –

3/19/2019



Robbin Carmichael



Darren Johnson



Darren Johnson: 

WSPD Interview –

3/21/2019



State v. Merritt Williams Drayton
86 CRS 018809 and 86 CRS 031738 (Forsyth County)

June 4-7, 2019



Darren Johnson



Bryson: Evidence Collected



Bryson: Forensic Testing



Forensic Biology Expert: 

Meghan Clement



Electropherogram









Electropherogram –

Zoomed In









Forensic Biology Expert: 

Meghan Clement



Experts



Bryson:  Merritt Williams



Connection between Williams, 

Carmichael, and Johnson



Bryson:  Law Enforcement



Bryson:  Prosecutors



Community Involvement



Wilson: Law Enforcement



Wilson: Prosecutors



Wilson: Merritt Williams



State v. Merritt Williams Drayton
86 CRS 018809 and 86 CRS 031738 (Forsyth County)

June 4-7, 2019



Wilson: Drink House Witnesses









Wilson: Drink House Witnesses





Wilson: Other Witnesses to Crime



Wilson: Alternate Suspects



Wilson: Other Witnesses



Wilson: Evidence Collected



Expert Witnesses



Trace Analysis



Trace Expert:  

Dr. Max Houck



Trace Expert:  

Lindsey Admire



Crime Scene Reconstruction



Reconstruction Expert: 

Casson Reynolds



Wilson: Crime Scene Sketch





Wilson:  Photos









Pathology



Forensic Pathologist:

Dr. Jerri McLemore



Confessions and Psychology 

Expert:

Dr. Sharon Kelley



Merritt Williams



Standard of Review:

N.C.G.S. §15A-1468(c)

“If five or more of the eight voting members of the Commission conclude 

there is sufficient evidence of factual innocence to merit judicial 

review, the case shall be referred…In cases where the convicted person 

entered and was convicted on a plea of guilty, if all of the eight voting

members of the Commission conclude there is sufficient evidence of

factual innocence to merit judicial review, the case shall be referred…”



Opinion

State of North Carolina

v.

Merritt Williams Drayton
86 CRS 018809 and 86 CRS 031738 (Forsyth County)



State v. Merritt Williams Drayton
86 CRS 018809 and 86 CRS 031738 (Forsyth County)

June 4-7, 2019


