
 

Handout 1 



STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF FORSYTE

IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE

SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION

86 CRS 018809

86 CRS 031738

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA,

V.

MERRITT WILLIAMS DRAYTON

AFFIDAVIT OF

CHRISTINA HOWELL

NOW COMES Christina Howell being first been duly sworn, who deposes and says the
following:

1. I am over the age of eighteen, suffer no legal disabilities, have knowledge of the
facts set forth below, and am competent to testify.

2. I am a Public Information Officer at the Forsytb County Sheriffs Office
(hereinafter FCSO), where I have been employed for over 3 years.

3. On or about November 30,2018, Brian Ziegler, a staff attorney with the North
Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission (hereinafter Commission), contacted FCSO regarding
jail records from the 1980s for the following five individuals: Merritt Williams (a.k.a. Merritt
Drayton, DOB 5/5/58); Robbin Carmichael (DOB 10/27/62); Darren L. Johnson (DOB 3/9/66);
Darryl E. Hunt (DOB 2/24/65); Sammy L. Mitchell (DOB 8/8/55).

No records in the FCSO computer database were responsive to the request.

5. As a result of the Commission's request, over several weeks, FSCO personnel
conducted an extensive search through records in the Detention Center Remote Records Storage
and no records were responsive to the request. The oldest records located were from 1990 and
were not inmate records but rather related to general Detention Center matters.

6. Upon information and belief, there are no other locations where these records may
be stored. FCSO and Detention Center have both changed physical locations in the past 30
years.
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7. I do not have personal knowledge of the records retention practices of the FCSO
prior to Sheriff William T. Schatzman, but as to his administration and the current Sheriff,
Bobby F. Kimbrough, Jr., the practice has been to retain all records in accord with the
established Records Retention and Disposition Schedule for County Sheriffs Office issued by
the State Archives of North Carolina, Department of Natural and Cultural Resources,
Government Records Section.

8. Upon information and belief, the records for Mr. Williams, Mr. Carmichael, Mr.
Johnson, Mr. Hunt, and Mr. Mitchell have been destroyed pursuant to policy.

9. FCSO is not in possession of these records and has no record of their destruction.

FURTHER AFFIANT SAYETH NAUGHT.

This the <3 day of March, 2019.

Christina Howell

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF r^'?5yy/7^

Swom to and subscribed before me,

this ^ day of March, 2019.

Notary Public

My Commission Expires OFRCiALSEAL
JptWfrrmTRicKjr

f^rmssion Expires g
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Documents Received from Mark Rabil, Attorney for Darryl Hunt 
Motion for Appropriate Relief for Darryl Hunt filed in 1993 regarding Deborah Sykes conviction, including 
some practices and procedures by WSPD detectives who also worked on the Wilson and Bryson cases 

Portions of transcript from hearing on 1993 Sykes MAR, including the testimony of four WSPD officers 

2008 Assessment of the Winston-Salem Criminal Investigations Division and Identification Division 
Function 

Various appellate court documents, handwritten notes, and correspondence related to Hunt’s defense 
work in the Wilson and Sykes cases 

Memo detailing a meeting between Hunt and defense team regarding Wilson case on 4/21/1986 

Notes from interview with Terry Thomas (alternate suspect in Sykes case who had jail alibi) 

Handwritten note from Gail Burnette to Rabil regarding McGee, Walser, and Ford not wanting to testify at 
the Wilson trial 
Notes from the preliminary hearing in the Wilson case and one of the trials in the Wilson case 

Portions of discovery from the Wilson case, including material related to Williams’ capacity to proceed 

Portions of transcript from the Sykes retrial in 1990, including the voir dire testimony of Williams regarding 
the facts of the Wilson case 

March 1993 notarized statement from Williams regarding Johnny Gray, witness in Sykes case 

Letter from Hunt to his attorney, Ben Dowling-Sendor, about Williams and Johnny Gray (dated 3/3/1993) 

March 2004 letter from Williams to Forsyth County DA Thomas Keith 

Notarized statement from Williams re: innocence received by Winston-Salem officials (dated 5/11/2004) 

Correspondence and memos generated in response to Williams’ May 2004 notarized statement involving 
Dr. Vivian Burke (Mayor Pro Tempore), WSPD, and the City Manager’s Office 

 

Documents Received from Wake Forest University Law Library’s Phoebe Zerwick Collection 
Handwritten notes from Zerwick related to interviews of Robbin Carmichael, H. Glenn Davis, Kevin 
Mauney, and Mary Howell (Coble) 

Four letters from Williams to Zerwick (dated 3/1/2004, 3/8/2004, 3/11/2004, and 5/10/2004) 

Letter from Williams to Forsyth County DA (dated 3/8/2004 

Letter from Zerwick to Patricia Dunlap (dated 3/26/2004) 

Two letters from Zerwick to Williams (dated 4/23/2004 and 2/25/2004) 

Letter from Zerwick to Darrin Johnson (dated 4/15/2004 and never sent) 

Typed notes entitled “Arthur Wilson Chronology” 

Types notes that appear to be drafts for later articles regarding Ronald McGee, Mary Howell, and Mattie 
Mae Davis 

Photo captioned “Detective Randy Weavil works a case from his Winston-Salem office near a file cabinet, 
locked tight, of old files from the Darryl case, which he investigated” (dated 8/19/2003) 

Photo captioned “Merritt Williams Drayton testified that he and Sammy Lee Mitchell and Darryl Eugene 
Hunt killed Arthur Wilson in Sept of 1983” (dated 5/6/1986) 

Letter from Thomas Keith, DA, to Mayor Joines, Chief Norris, and Special Agent in Charge Brown regarding 
the prosecution of Willard Brown and access to Sykes file (dated 4/22/2004) 

Memo from Ronald Seeber, City Attorney, to Bryce Stuart, City Manager regarding Keith’s letter (dated 
5/10/2004) 

Notarized handwritten statement by Williams (dated 5/11/2004) 

Memo from WSPD Chief Patricia D. Norris to Lee Garrity, Assistant City Manager (dated 8/3/2004) 

Letter from Dr. Vivian Burke, Mayor Pro Tempore, to Williams (dated 8/9/2004) 

Various documents related to Robbin Carmichael, including court documents, DOC information, and a 
Winston-Salem Journal photo assignment sheet on Robbin Carmichael 

Miscellaneous correspondence and letters related to Zerwick’s investigation 
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Abbreviated Timeline of Events  

DATE EVENT 

September 17, 1983 Arthur Wilson murder 

August 10, 1984 Deborah Sykes murder 

September 14, 1984 Darryl Hunt arrested (Deborah Sykes) 

December 10, 1985 Blanche Bryson murder 

March 5, 1986 Mary Smith falls down stairs 

March 17, 1986 Mary Smith dies 

March 19, 1986 Merritt Williams arrested (Mary Smith) 

April 9, 1986 Merritt Williams gives first statement in Arthur Wilson case. 

April 17, 1986 Sammy Mitchell arrested (Arthur Wilson) 

April 18, 1986 Merritt Williams is served arrest warrant for Arthur Wilson murder (Williams 
was already in jail for Mary Smith) 

April 18, 1986 Merritt Williams gives first statement in Blanche Bryson case 

April 22, 1986 Darryl Hunt arrested (Arthur Wilson) 

June 14, 1985 Darryl Hunt Trial 1 (Deborah Sykes) – conviction; appealed  

June 17, 1986 Crimestoppers tip from anonymous sources implicating “Darryl” Johnson in 
Bryson murder and another unsolved murder  

September 1986 Sammy Mitchell Trial 1 (Arthur Wilson) – hung jury 

October 20, 1986 Sammy Mitchell Trial 2 (Arthur Wilson) – conviction 

November 18, 1986 Williams pleads guilty in Arthur Wilson 

August 4, 1987 Williams convicted in Blanch Bryson murder 

August 6, 1987 Williams pleads guilty in Mary Smith case  

October 2, 1987 Darryl Hunt Trial 1 (Arthur Wilson) – conviction; appealed  

March 9, 1988 Robbin Carmichael, who is in jail on separate charges, implicates himself and 
Darren Johnson in Blanche Bryson’s murder.  

March 16, 1988 Darren Johnson interviewed by WSPD.  “Adamantly” denied any knowledge 
of or involvement in the murder of Blanche Bryson 

June 27, 1988 Robbin Carmichael pleads guilty (Blanche Bryson) 

November 7, 1988 North Carolina Court of Appeals grants Darryl Hunt a new trial in the Wilson 
case 

March 26, 1990 Darryl Hunt Trial 2 (Arthur Wilson) – acquittal; Williams is called as a State’s 
witness  

October 11, 1990  Darryl Hunt Trial 2 (Deborah Sykes) – convicted; appealed  
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DPS HOUSING OVERLAP COMPARISONS 

Merritt Williams Drayton, Robbin Carmichaeli, Darren Johnson, Sammy Mitchell, Darryl Hunt, 

and James Fordii 

PIEDMONT CORRECTIONAL  

 Merritt Williams Drayton and Sammy Mitchell 

o 3/23/90 – 4/11/90 

o 9/12/90 – 10/5/90 

o Bed assignment overlap n/aiii 

 Sammy Mitchell and Darryl Hunt 

o 8/21/91 – 2/20/92 

o Bed assignment overlap:  2/4/92 – 2/20/92 

 DH:  4AB-012 

 SM:  4AB-006 

 Sammy Mitchell and Darren Johnson 

o 5/3/90 – 5/4/90 

o 1/31/91 – 1/22/92 

o 10/6/93 – 10/25/93 

o No bed assignment overlap 

 Darryl Hunt and Darren Johnson 

o 8/21/91 – 1/22/92 

o No bed assignment overlap 

*NOTE:  Piedmont Correctional Institution is a minimum and medium custody facility.   

CENTRAL PRISON 

 Merritt Williams Drayton and Sammy Mitchell 

o 9/15/92 – 9/21/92  

o Bed assignment overlap n/a 

 Merritt Williams Drayton and Robbin Carmichael  

o 7/1/88 – 2/15/90  

o 8/31/90 – 9/12/90 

o 5/22/91 – 6/4/91 

o Bed assignment overlap n/a 

 Merritt Williams Drayton and Darren Johnson 

o 5/21/92 – 8/7/92 

o No bed assignment overlap 

 Sammy Mitchell and Darren Johnson 

o 4/13/06 – 5/30/06 

o No bed assignment overlap 

 Darren Johnson and Robbin Carmichael 

o 10/18/88 – 1/18/89 

o Bed assignment overlap n/a 



 Merritt Williams Drayton, Robbin Carmichael, and Darren Johnson 

o 10/1/88 – 1/18/89 

o Bed assignment overlap n/a 

*NOTE:  Central Prison is a close custody facility.   

CALEDONIA 

 Merritt Williams Drayton and Darryl Hunt 

o 11/10/92 – 3/19/93 

o No bed assignment overlap 

*NOTE:  Caledonia Correctional Institution is a minimum and medium custody facility.   

SOUTHERN 

 Sammy Mitchell and Darren Johnson 

o 5/21/97 – 10/27/97 

o No bed assignment overlap 

*NOTE:  Southern Correctional Institution is a close custody facility.  It is all single cells.   

HARNETT 

 Darryl Hunt and Robbin Carmichael 

o 3/7/96 – 3/13/97  

o No bed assignment overlap 

*NOTE:  Harnett Correctional Institution is a medium custody facility.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

i No facility overlap between Robbin Carmichael and Sammy Mitchell. 
ii No facility overlap between James Ford and Merritt Williams Drayton, Robbin Carmichael, Darren Johnson, 
Sammy Mitchell or Darryl Hunt. 
iii March 17, 1991 is the earliest date documenting the bed assignments for any of the above individuals; thus, bed 
assignment overlap cannot be determined prior to this date. 
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Case Assignment Chart for Law Enforcement, District Attorney’s Office, and Defense Attorneys 
 

 Arthur Wilson Blanche Bryson Mary Smith Deborah Sykes 

Law Enforcement      

Otis Belton √    

Ken Bishop √ √   

Sandra Boland √    

Jeff Dorn √ √   

Thomas Freeland  √   

Steve Hairston  √   

Teresa Hicks √ √  √ 

Michael McCoy √ √  √ 

Robert Spillman √    

Riley Spoon √ √ √  

Oscar Twitty (d)  √   

Randy Weavil √ √  √ 

Mike Wilkins √    

District Attorneys     

Charlie C. Walker √    

Dean Bowman    √ 

Donald Tisdale √ √ √ √ 

Eric Saunders (d)  √  √ 

Janet Branch  √        

James Yeatts    √ 

Warren Sparrow √ √   

Robert Brown   √ √ 

Tom Keith     

Richard Lyle    √ 

Defense Attorneys     

Laurel Boyles √ 
(Mitchell 1 and 2) 

   

George Bedsworth √ 
(Mitchell 1 and 2) 

   

H. Glenn Davis √ 
(Williams) 

   

Greg Davis √ 
(Williams) 

   

Kevin Mauney √ 
(Williams) 

√ 
(Williams) 

√ 
(Williams) 

 

Charles Redden 
 

√ 
(Williams) 

√ 
(Williams) 

√ 
(Williams) 

 

Mark Rabil    √ 
(Hunt 1 and appeal) 

Gordon Jenkins    √ 
(Hunt) 

Adam Stein √ 
(Hunt 1 and 2) 

  √ 
(Hunt 2) 

James Ferguson √ 
(Hunt 1 and 2) 

  √ 
(Hunt 2) 

Ben Dowling-Sendor    √ 
(Hunt appeal) 

Richard McGough    √ 
(Hunt MAR) 
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               NORTH CAROLINA                     GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE 

               FORSYTH COUNTY                     SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION 

                                                  CASE NO.: 86 CRS 108809 

 

               ______________________________ 

 

               STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, 

 

                         Petitioner,                T R A N S C R I P T 

 

               vs.                                  Robbin Carmichael 

 

               MERRITT WILLIAMS DRAYTON,            Recorded Telephone 

                                                         Interview 

                         Defendant. 

               _______________________________ 

 

 

 

 

                    This is the transcript of the recorded telephone 

 

               interview taken of Robbin Carmichael, which was conducted by 

 

               Catherine Matoian, Grant Staff Attorney, from the North 

 

               Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission.  The recorded 

 

               telephone interview took place on September 14, 2017. 

 

 

 

               APPEARANCES: 

 

                    Catherine Matoian, Grant Staff Attorney 

                    North Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission 

                    P.O. Box 2448 

                    Raleigh, NC 27602 

 

 

               Also Present:  Robbin Carmichael, via telephone 
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         1                         P R O C E E D I N G S 

 

         2               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Sorry about that.  Thank you 

 

         3     for calling me back, Mr. Carmichael. 

 

         4               I'm not sure if you're familiar with our agency. 

 

         5     The Innocence Inquiry Commission is a state agency that 

 

         6     investigates claims of innocence by people who have been 

 

         7     convicted of crimes in North Carolina. 

 

         8               MR. CARMICHAEL:  Yeah. 

 

         9               MS. MATOIAN:  And we're currently -- and we don't 

 

        10     represent anyone; we're neutral.  But we're currently 

 

        11     investigating a claim made by Merritt Williams.  And I was 

 

        12     wondering if you had some time in the next few days where we 

 

        13     could come out and speak to you for a few minutes? 

 

        14               MR. CARMICHAEL:  No, no, no, no.  No.  No.  I 

 

        15     don't have anything to say for him. 

 

        16               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Can I ask you one question? 

 

        17               MR. CARMICHAEL:  Yes. 

 

        18               MS. MATOIAN:  The -- the crime that you had pled 

 

        19     guilty to for the murder of Blanche Bryson, did you commit 

 

        20     that murder with Merritt Williams? 

 

        21               MR. CARMICHAEL:  No, I did not. 

 

        22               MS. MATOIAN:  You did not.  Okay. 

 

        23               MR. CARMICHAEL:  Nope. 

 

        24               MS. MATOIAN:  Do you know Merritt Williams? 

 

        25               MR. CARMICHAEL:  I met him in prison. 
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         1               MS. MATOIAN:  You met him in prison? 

 

         2               MR. CARMICHAEL:  Yes. 

 

         3               MS. MATOIAN:  Was that after you had taken the 

 

         4     plea? 

 

         5               MR. CARMICHAEL:  Yes. 

 

         6               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Did you know Blanche Bryson 

 

         7     at all? 

 

         8               MR. CARMICHAEL:  No.  Wasn't that the lady? 

 

         9               MS. MATOIAN:  Yes. 

 

        10               MR. CARMICHAEL:  No.  I don't think I have unless 

 

        11     I -- I was younger and I went through the school system. 

 

        12               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Were -- were you involved in 

 

        13     her death? 

 

        14               MR. CARMICHAEL:  As they say, yeah.  But I -- I -- 

 

        15     I was taken to the house by a friend.  And he went in the 

 

        16     house and I stayed in the car.  And actually found out later 

 

        17     that the car he was driving, me and him, was -- was stolen, 

 

        18     was actually her car. 

 

        19               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        20               MR. CARMICHAEL:  But -- 

 

        21               MS. MATOIAN:  Who was that friend? 

 

        22               MR. CARMICHAEL:  Darryl (sic) Johnson. 

 

        23               MS. MATOIAN:  Darren Johnson? 

 

        24               MR. CARMICHAEL:  Yes. 

 

        25               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So he had taken you to her 
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         1     house in a car that you later found out was her car? 

 

         2               MR. CARMICHAEL:  Yes. 

 

         3               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  And what kind of car was it? 

 

         4               MR. CARMICHAEL:  It's been a while.  I think it 

 

         5     was a -- some kind of Buick. 

 

         6               MS. MATOIAN:  Buick.  Okay.  Was it a car or 

 

         7     truck? 

 

         8               MR. CARMICHAEL:  No, it was a car. 

 

         9               MS. MATOIAN:  Car.  Okay. 

 

        10               And do you know about how long he was in the 

 

        11     house? 

 

        12               MR. CARMICHAEL:  It was about 10, 15 minutes. 

 

        13               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  And when he came out, did he 

 

        14     say anything about what had happened or what he had done? 

 

        15               MR. CARMICHAEL:  No, no, he didn't say nothing. 

 

        16               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        17               MR. CARMICHAEL:  But I knew something was -- when 

 

        18     -- when he parked the car -- well, I think somebody or a 

 

        19     family member pulled up and he backed out and flooded the 

 

        20     car and the car finally cranked, then he sped off. 

 

        21               And, you know, I told him, I said, Look, let me 

 

        22     out of the car.  You're going too fast.  He had ran -- ran a 

 

        23     stoplight.  And later on that night, he did park the car. 

 

        24     He saw (inaudible) anything. 

 

        25               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 
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         1               MR. CARMICHAEL:  So it was just that's -- 

 

         2     that's -- that's what he did.  I knew -- and then he made a 

 

         3     statement towards me, if I say anything, he's going to kill 

 

         4     me.  So -- 

 

         5               MS. MATOIAN:  He said to you that if you told the 

 

         6     police anything he was going to kill you? 

 

         7               MR. CARMICHAEL:  Yeah. 

 

         8               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  And when did the police first 

 

         9     come and talk to you about this crime? 

 

        10               MR. CARMICHAEL:  Well, I was on -- I was downtown 

 

        11     for something else and my lawyers, they wanted to know -- 

 

        12     and my lawyers had said, If you know -- if you know anything 

 

        13     about it, let them -- let them know.  So I did.  And in 

 

        14     turn, they started investigating it and they found out that 

 

        15     I was telling the truth and -- but they actually turned it 

 

        16     around and said, For you to know so much, you must have been 

 

        17     there.  So then they actually charged me with it and said I 

 

        18     was the Lieutenant. 

 

        19               So, you know, that's when -- well, district 

 

        20     attorney, K.W. Bishop, said, You going to burn for this. 

 

        21     From then on it was just like regardless of what I told 

 

        22     them, they didn't believe it.  So I end up pleading guilty 

 

        23     to it to get -- get it over with.  And -- 

 

        24               MS. MATOIAN:  Did you tell them about Darren 

 

        25     Johnson? 
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         1               MR. CARMICHAEL:  Yes, I did.  He said he checked 

 

         2     and he -- he just like it -- I guess it -- he denied it.  He 

 

         3     wasn't going to speak up.  He denied it. 

 

         4               MS. MATOIAN:  So he was never -- 

 

         5               MR. CARMICHAEL:  So then he -- 

 

         6               MS. MATOIAN:  -- charged with this crime? 

 

         7               MR. CARMICHAEL:  No, no.  No, he won't. 

 

         8               MS. MATOIAN:  Do you remember what you and Darren 

 

         9     Johnson were wearing that night? 

 

        10               MR. CARMICHAEL:  No, I can't -- no, I couldn't 

 

        11     tell you. 

 

        12               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        13               MR. CARMICHAEL:  I know -- I know he was -- he had 

 

        14     come to the house and his mouth was blooded up and I had 

 

        15     actually gave him a rag. 

 

        16               MS. MATOIAN:  That's Darren Johnson? 

 

        17               MR. CARMICHAEL:  Yes.  And that's how he -- he 

 

        18     told me, he said, Well, I need to go to my girlfriend house 

 

        19     to get my property.  So that -- that's how he got me to help 

 

        20     him.  But then when I got there, I -- it just didn't feel 

 

        21     right. 

 

        22               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        23               MR. CARMICHAEL:  So then he walked -- they way he 

 

        24     walked up to the house without knocking or anything. 

 

        25               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Did Darren Johnson have a 
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         1     nickname? 

 

         2               MR. CARMICHAEL:  Not that I know of. 

 

         3               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Did you know someone named 

 

         4     Lieutenant, with the nickname Lieutenant? 

 

         5               MR. CARMICHAEL:  Well, they was -- police was 

 

         6     calling me that. 

 

         7               MS. MATOIAN:  Oh, they said that was your name? 

 

         8               MR. CARMICHAEL:  Yeah.  Thinking I knew too much, 

 

         9     so they -- that's what K.W., the detective, said, Look this 

 

        10     is -- you have to be the Lieutenant. 

 

        11               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        12               MR. CARMICHAEL:  By you knowing all this. 

 

        13               MS. MATOIAN:  But that -- was that your like 

 

        14     nickname around town or that's just what they called you in 

 

        15     the paper? 

 

        16               MR. CARMICHAEL:  That's what they just called me. 

 

        17     That's what he called me. 

 

        18               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        19               MR. CARMICHAEL:  Said I knew -- I knew too much -- 

 

        20               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        21               MR. CARMICHAEL:  -- so I had to be the -- be in 

 

        22     charge. 

 

        23               MS. MATOIAN:  Do you know someone named Hezekiah 

 

        24     Jackson? 

 

        25               MR. CARMICHAEL:  No.  I don't -- I can't recall 
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         1     that name. 

 

         2               MS. MATOIAN:  What about Isaiah Black? 

 

         3               MR. CARMICHAEL:  No.  I don't think I do. 

 

         4               MS. MATOIAN:  Ricky Jenkins? 

 

         5               MR. CARMICHAEL:  No. 

 

         6               MS. MATOIAN:  Gerald Jackson? 

 

         7               MR. CARMICHAEL:  No. 

 

         8               MS. MATOIAN:  Terry Smith? 

 

         9               MR. CARMICHAEL:  Terry Smith is -- I think he's a 

 

        10     drug dealer. 

 

        11               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  And what about Sammy 

 

        12     Mitchell? 

 

        13               MR. CARMICHAEL:  I ran across him there, too. 

 

        14               MS. MATOIAN:  In prison? 

 

        15               MR. CARMICHAEL:  Yes. 

 

        16               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  And what about Willard 

 

        17     Harris? 

 

        18               MR. CARMICHAEL:  I don't -- I can't recall his 

 

        19     name. 

 

        20               MS. MATOIAN:  And these are two nicknames, but 

 

        21     John Boy or Gadgett? 

 

        22               MR. CARMICHAEL:  No.  I don't know either one of 

 

        23     them. 

 

        24               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So I just want to be clear 

 

        25     that -- that I'm understanding what you're saying, that the 

 

 

 

 

  



                                                                         9 

 

 

         1     night that Ms. Bryson was killed, your friend Darren Johnson 

 

         2     had told you he needed to go to his girlfriend's house to 

 

         3     get some property.  He took you there in a car. 

 

         4               MR. CARMICHAEL:  Yes. 

 

         5               MS. MATOIAN:  And then he was inside and you 

 

         6     stayed in the car? 

 

         7               MR. CARMICHAEL:  Yes. 

 

         8               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

         9               MR. CARMICHAEL:  Well, I actually did get out of 

 

        10     the car and went to the door, knocked on the door.  There 

 

        11     was no answer.  But I actually put my hands on the glass to 

 

        12     look in to see.  The departmental light was off.  And when 

 

        13     Darryl (sic) left, he turned the light on.  So I mean -- and 

 

        14     then I remember somebody across the street coming up.  I 

 

        15     don't know if it was daughter or the son. 

 

        16               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        17               MR. CARMICHAEL:  And Darryl came out of the house, 

 

        18     got in the car, backed up, and flooded the car.  And 

 

        19     actually, once he got it cranked -- 

 

        20               MS. MATOIAN:  Uh-huh. 

 

        21               MR. CARMICHAEL:  -- he sped off and went 

 

        22     through -- he -- he ran the lights.  And I told him, I said, 

 

        23     Look, let me out, man, because you're going too fast.  You 

 

        24     done already ran a light. 

 

        25               MS. MATOIAN:  Uh-huh. 
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         1               MR. CARMICHAEL:  But he -- he never did.  And I 

 

         2     didn't want to jump out.  But when he parked it, it's -- he 

 

         3     started wiping everything down.  And I knew.  Then he made 

 

         4     the statement saying that, If you tell anyone, I'll kill 

 

         5     you. 

 

         6               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  And when -- are you saying 

 

         7     Darren like D-a-r-r-e-n or Darryl like D-a-r-r-y-l? 

 

         8               MR. CARMICHAEL:  I would say Darryl. 

 

         9               MS. MATOIAN:  Darryl? 

 

        10               MR. CARMICHAEL:  Darryl Johnson. 

 

        11               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        12               MR. CARMICHAEL:  Yeah. 

 

        13               MS. MATOIAN:  And so Merritt Williams was not with 

 

        14     you and Mr. Johnson that night? 

 

        15               MR. CARMICHAEL:  No.  I didn't -- I didn't -- I 

 

        16     didn't meet him until the first time in prison. 

 

        17               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        18               MR. CARMICHAEL:  And he -- he -- the first thing 

 

        19     he said -- I was in K dorm, which is the processing dorm, 

 

        20     and he was -- I think he was in O dorm.  And he said, Man, I 

 

        21     didn't know that was you.  And then I spoke -- I explained 

 

        22     to him that Darryl had -- had took me to the house, but, you 

 

        23     know. 

 

        24               MS. MATOIAN:  You told him what happened? 

 

        25               MR. CARMICHAEL:  Yeah. 
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         1               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

         2               MR. CARMICHAEL:  Yeah.  That -- that Darryl had 

 

         3     took me to the house and that's how I got involved. 

 

         4               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  And when did you find out 

 

         5     that Ms. -- Ms. Bryson had been murdered? 

 

         6               MR. CARMICHAEL:  I seen it on -- on the news. 

 

         7               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

         8               MR. CARMICHAEL:  I think it was Crime Stoppers, I 

 

         9     think like that three days later or a week or so. 

 

        10               MS. MATOIAN:  And did you make the connection at 

 

        11     that time between her murder and Darryl Johnson taking you 

 

        12     to that house? 

 

        13               MR. CARMICHAEL:  Yup.  Yeah.  I knew -- I knew 

 

        14     then that I had been placed in -- in a situation that -- 

 

        15     it's, you know -- I knew -- I knew I was involved then. 

 

        16               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        17               MR. CARMICHAEL:  And I felt that I should -- I 

 

        18     should tell somebody.  Just so happened, I got locked up for 

 

        19     something else and I actually talked to the lawyer.  And the 

 

        20     lawyer said, If you know anything, tell them.  But they 

 

        21     didn't go -- I didn't tell them what it was. 

 

        22               MS. MATOIAN:  And about how much -- how much time 

 

        23     passed in between when this happened and when you were 

 

        24     downtown for whatever else and you decided to tell the 

 

        25     police about this? 
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         1               MR. CARMICHAEL:  How long was I down -- 

 

         2               MS. MATOIAN:  Like so between the murder and when 

 

         3     you told the police the information that you had about the 

 

         4     murder, when -- how long was that? 

 

         5               MR. CARMICHAEL:  I had been in jail for like, I 

 

         6     think, three months or so. 

 

         7               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

         8               MR. CARMICHAEL:  I was waiting on a trial.  I had 

 

         9     been down to Superior Court and I was just waiting for my 

 

        10     case to be called. 

 

        11               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So it was about three months 

 

        12     before you talked to the police about this? 

 

        13               MR. CARMICHAEL:  Yes. 

 

        14               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Do you have -- have you had 

 

        15     any contact with Darryl Johnson since this? 

 

        16               MR. CARMICHAEL:  No, no.  Not that I -- I think I 

 

        17     ran across him in -- in prison.  I'm not sure.  I know I ran 

 

        18     across (inaudible). 

 

        19               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        20               MR. CARMICHAEL:  Ran into his brother.  But I 

 

        21     haven't -- I don't know if he's still alive or not.  He 

 

        22     actually -- my mama told me when I was in prison, he come by 

 

        23     the house.  And I told her, I said, Look, don't trust him. 

 

        24     I explained to her everything that -- that happened.  I 

 

        25     said, Call the police.  If he come around your house, call 
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         1     the police. 

 

         2               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  And had he come over any time 

 

         3     since? 

 

         4               MR. CARMICHAEL:  No, not to my house here.  He had 

 

         5     went to my mother's house. 

 

         6               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Had he come -- has he been to 

 

         7     your mother's house since she told you about that? 

 

         8               MR. CARMICHAEL:  Yeah.  And I told her to call the 

 

         9     police if he show up again. 

 

        10               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  And so you haven't had any -- 

 

        11     you haven't talked to Darryl Johnson about this case since 

 

        12     the time that you were arrested? 

 

        13               MR. CARMICHAEL:  No, no.  I don't -- I don't -- 

 

        14     now, if I had -- I couldn't even -- I don't think I would 

 

        15     remember -- even remember his face, which is good. 

 

        16               MS. MATOIAN:  Uh-huh. 

 

        17               MR. CARMICHAEL:  What's done is done.  But I don't 

 

        18     think I would -- I would probably would, but it would take a 

 

        19     little time for me to recognize where I know that person 

 

        20     from.  But I haven't had any contact with him and don't plan 

 

        21     to. 

 

        22               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Okay.  Mr. Carmichael, do you 

 

        23     have a phone number if -- I think I've asked everything, but 

 

        24     in case I -- I think of anything else, do you have a phone 

 

        25     number I could get in touch with you at? 
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         1               MR. CARMICHAEL:  Yeah.  (336) -- 

 

         2               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

         3               MR. CARMICHAEL:  -- 251 -- 

 

         4               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

         5               MR. CARMICHAEL:  -- 8600. 

 

         6               MS. MATOIAN:  8600.  Okay.  Thank you so much for 

 

         7     calling me back, Mr. Carmichael.  And if you -- I know it's 

 

         8     been a long time.  If you get to thinking about anything 

 

         9     else or remember anything else that may be helpful for us, 

 

        10     feel free to give me a call anytime, okay? 

 

        11               MR. CARMICHAEL:  Okay.  So this is about Merritt 

 

        12     Drayton? 

 

        13               MS. MATOIAN:  Merritt Drayton, yes.  He's -- he's 

 

        14     applied to the Commission claiming that he's innocent of 

 

        15     Ms. Bryson's murder.  And like I said, we don't represent 

 

        16     him.  We're a neutral state agency, so our job is just to 

 

        17     investigate his claim. 

 

        18               MR. CARMICHAEL:  Yeah. 

 

        19               MS. MATOIAN:  And -- and speaking of that, when 

 

        20     the police were talking to you about this crime, did they 

 

        21     ever mention Merritt Williams or Merritt Drayton? 

 

        22               MR. CARMICHAEL:  Yes, yes.  They -- they -- they 

 

        23     mentioned him, but I had never met him until when I was in. 

 

        24               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        25               MR. CARMICHAEL:  And -- but they had -- they had 
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         1     -- they did mention him. 

 

         2               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  But you didn't know him at 

 

         3     that time? 

 

         4               MR. CARMICHAEL:  No, no.  I didn't -- I didn't 

 

         5     meet him until the first time that I was in prison. 

 

         6               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  All right.  Well, thank you, 

 

         7     Mr. Carmichael.  Like I said, if you think of anything else, 

 

         8     feel free to give me a call. 

 

         9               MR. CARMICHAEL:  Okay.  I will. 

 

        10               MS. MATOIAN:  All right.  Thank you.  Bye. 

 

        11               MR. CARMICHAEL:  All right.  Bye-bye. 

 

        12               (End of the recording.) 
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                                CERTIFICATION OF TRANSCRIPT 

 

 

 

                    This is to certify that the 16 pages of this transcript 

 

               of the recorded telephone interview of Robbin Carmichael was 

 

               taken on September 14, 2017, is a true and accurate 

 

               transcript to the best of my ability. 

 

                    I further certify that I am not counsel for nor related 

 

               to any party or attorney, nor am I interested in the results 

 

               of this action. 
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Bobbin Carmichael - Examination by Ms. Matoian 6/1/18

1  BOBBIN L. CABMICHAEL,

2  having been called as a witness for the Commission, was affirmed

3  and testified as follows on EXAMINATION BY MS. MATOIAN:

4  Q. Okay, Mr. Carmichael. My name is Catherine

5  Matoian. I'm an attorney for the North Carolina Innocence

6  Inquiry Commission, which is a state agency that

7  investigates postconviction innocence claims.

8  1 just have a few matters to go over with to begin

9  with.

10 You've been subpoenaed here today in the matter of

11 State versus Merritt Williams. You and Mr. Drayton were

12 both convicted of the murder of Blanche Bryson, and

13 Mr. Williams is claiming innocence.

14 1 am going to hand you Exhibit Nximber 1 --

15 (Exhibit 1 marked.)

16 Q. -- which is the subpoena that was served on you to

17 be here today.

18 The Commission is a neutral fact-finding

19 investigative agency. We do not represent claimants and we

20 don't represent the prosecution in this case.

21 You've been subpoenaed here today because you and

22 Mr. Williams were both convicted of the same crime.

23 Have you ever testified at a deposition before?

24 A. Uh-uh,

25 Q. Have you ever testified in court before?
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Robbin Carmichael - Examination by Ms. Matoian 6/1/18

1  A. Uh-huh.

2  Q. No?

8  Okay. A deposition is similar to testimony in

4  court. You're under oath and are expected to answer

5  completely and truthfully.

6  Do you understand that?

7  A. Uh-huh.

8  Q. All right. You may want to answer questions

9  before I have completed them; however, please wait until you

10 hear the entire question before you answer.

11 Do you understand that request?

12 A. Uh-huh.

13 Q. And because inaudible responses like shaking your

14 head or nodding your head are sometimes difficult to record,

15 could you please provide verbal responses to my questions?

16 A. (No verbal response.)

17 Q. If you do not understand a question, that's okay.

18 Just let me know that you don't understand it and ask me to

19 clarify.

20 Do you agree to do that?

21 A. Uh-hiih.

22 Q. And if you do not ask me to clarify a question, I

23 will assume that you understood it and have given a complete

24 response.

25 Is that understood?
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Eobbin Carmichael - Examination by Ms. Matoian 6/1/18

1  A. (No verbal response.)

2  Q. And after you've given an answer, you may remember

3  more information later on in the deposition that responds to

4  that question. If that's the case, please stop me, tell you

5  remember more information, and then provide that

6  information.

7  Will you agree to do that?

8  A. Uh-huh.

9  Q. And if I believe I have a document that will help

10 you respond to a question, I will label it as an exhibit and

11 ask you to review the document.

12 If you believe that I may have a document that

13 will refresh your memory and help you respond, please ask to

14 see it and I will provided to you if I have it.

15 Do you understand that?

16 A. Uh-huh.

17 Q. And then, finally, if you find yourself getting

18 tired at any time during the deposition today, just let me

19 know and we'll talk about taking a break.

20 Is that okay?

21 A. Uh-huh.

22 Q. Okay. Is there any reason you can't give full,

23 complete responses in this deposition today?

24 A. I just want to forget it. I'm done with it.

25 Q. Okay. Are you currently under the influence of
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Bobbin Carraichael - Examination by Ms. Matoian 6/1/18

1  any alcohol or drugs, whether illegal or prescription?

2  A. No.

8  Q. Okay. Do you have any medical conditions that

4  require ongoing treatment by a physician?

5  A. None that I know of.

6  Q. Okay. Are there any other circumstances or issues

7  preventing you in any way from giving truthful, accurate,

8  and complete testimony today?

9  A. No.

10 Q. All right. Did you examine or review anything in

11 preparation for this deposition today?

12 A. Uh-uh.

13 Q. Okay. Have you talked to anyone about this

14 deposition?

15 A. My boss.

16 Q. Your boss?

17 Okay. Did you discuss the subject of the

18 deposition or that you had to come?

19 A. I explained to him what happened.

20 Q. Okay. Have you been asked by anyone to withhold

21 information or misrepresent any facts during the deposition

22 today?

23 A. No.

24 Q. All right. Can you please state your full name

25 for the record.
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Robbin Carmichael - Examination by Ms. Matoian 6/1/18

1 A. Robbin Leon Carmichael.

2 Q. Okay. And what's your date of birth?

3 A. 10/27/1962.

4 Q. Okay. And what's your current address?

5 A. 108 Pender Street, Winston-Salem, North Carolina.

6 Q. Okay. And what's the best phone number for you?

7 A. (336)251-8600.

8 Q. And I know we saw you at your work last time, but

9 where do you currently work?

10 A. The bus station.

11 Q. And how long have you worked there?

12 A. February will be for years, I think.

13 Q. Okay. And 1 asked you this before, but I'm going

14 to ask you again under oath.

15 Do you have an attorney in this matter?

16 A. No, not right now.

17 Q. Okay. All right.

18 To start with, in your own words, can you tell me

19 what happened the night Blanche Bryson was killed? That was

20 December 10, 1985.

21 A. Well, I wasn't there. I was took there by a third

22 party, Darrell Johnson [sic].

23 Q. Okay.

24 A. And he gave me the story that his girlfriend and

25 the guy jumped on him. His mouth was bloodied up. I gave
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1  him a face rag to wipe his mouth.

2  So we went over there, but first thing I asked him

3  was who caused this and he said it was his girlfriend. So I

4  didn't think nothing of it.

5  And --

6  Q. Who was his girlfriend?

7  A. He was using that as a story. That wasn't true.

8  Q. Okay. Did you know him to have a girlfriend

9  outside of this?

10 A. Yeah. Yeah. But --

11 Q. And what was her name?

12 A. I don't know. I didn't -- I didn't -- I wasn't

13 that tight with him. I was just -- you know, this is

14 personal business.

15 But he took me to the house and he went inside.

16 The lights was off in the house. So I gets out of the car,

17 go and put my hand on the glass -- storm glass. That's

18 that's how they got my fingerprint.

19 And he stayed in there, I'd say, for probably

20 about 20, 25 minutes. I just felt uneasy; so I start

21 walking away. And about -- before I got around the corner

22 to 27th Street, I seen him come out of the house, crank the

23 car. He flooded the car and backed it up and it stalled,

24 but he kept trying and finally got it cranked.

25 And by -- I could actually see somebody parked on
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1  the other side of the street and realized that, later on,

2  that was her son. Then Darrell got the car cranked and he

3  turned on -- turned on 27th, the left, tell me to come on.

4  And I -- I said, "What's going on, man?" And he

5  wouldn't tell me.

6  Well, I knew something was really wrong when he

7  started running red lights.

8  ̂d they end up -- he ended up parking up there

9  by -- I'm not sure what that was. I think it might've been

10 Sealtest, one of the -- it might've been R.J, Reynolds at

11 the time, one of their buildings like a storage up there

12 on -- it's right -- oh, I can't recall the street, but it's

13 a one-way street and they actually had a like storage area.

14 He parked the car right there and started wiping

15 his fingerprints down on it. And I kept asking what was

16 going on. And he said, "Don't worry about it." And so I

17 started wiping my fingerprints off of the car too. And he

18 got out of the car. I asked him again, and he -- he got mad

19 and he was like, "Look," he said, "you tell anybody, I'll

20 kill you."

21 And from then on, we didn't have no more dealings.

22 I seen this on Crimestoppers. I said, "That house

23 look familiar." But then I got in -- I got arrested for

24 something, and I -- the lawyers told me, "If you can help

25 the police, help them." And by me telling them, they
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10

1  actually -- K.W. Bishop actually turned it around, saying

2  that "Oh, you knew too much. You did it." So --

3  Q. Is that Detective Bishop?

4  A. Yeah.

5  And last thing is -- you know, he told me, he

6  said, "You're going to burn for this." So I know with the

7  Miranda law, anything can be used against me. But by me

8  saying something, I -- I admitted, you know, to them that I

9  knew, you know, like they say --he said I knew too much, I

10 had to be there, but I was telling him it was a third party.

11 But he gave me this sad story, talking about he

12 talked to Darrell Johnson, but Darrell Johnson would never

13 say he did this.

14 But deep down, I really think Darrell --he went

15 in and had sex with that lady. I really do.

16 Q. You think

17 A. I think he did.

18 Q. Okay.

19 A. Because he went back to the house and stayed in

20 there. And when he come out, he was --he was sweating.

21 So from then, I seen him one other time, but we

22 had no more dealings.

23 (Exhibit 2 marked.)

24 Q, I'm going to show you what I've marked as Exhibit

25 Number 2, and these are photographs of someone named Darren
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11

1  Johnson.

2  A. Yeah.

3  Q. And I'd like you to take a look at these. These

4  aren't from around that time period of 1985, but 1 want you

5  to see if you recognize that man as the Darrell Johnson

6  you're speaking of.

7  A. It's been so long. Even if he was to walk up to

8  me now, 1 don't -- it look like him.

9  Q. That one does? Okay.

10 Do you know anything about Mr. Johnson, about his

11 family?

12 A. No. No. Ve used to stay up there on Patterson

13 and -- 1 think it was 2935. He stayed next door.

14 Q. Next door to you?

15 A

16 Q

17 A

18 Q

19 A

20 Q

Yeah.

Okay.

His mother and him and his, 1 think, sister.

Do you know his mother or his sister's names?

No. No.

Okay. So 2935 Patterson -- was that where he

21 lived or where you lived?

22 A. Where I lived.

23 Q. Okay. And you thought he lived next door?

24 A. Yeah, He lived next door.

25 Q. Okay.
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12

1  A. Yeah. It looks like Number 1.

2  Q. Number 1? Okay.

3  Those are -- I just want to be clear. Those are

4  all the same man.

5  A. Yeah.

6  Q. I'm just trying to determine if that is the man.

7  His name is Darren Johnson.

8  A. Yeah.

9  Q. And you have been calling him Darrell Johnson.

10 A. Right. Yeah.

11 Q. I just want to make sure we're talking about the

12 same person.

18 A. Yeah. I don't even -- I don't even know -- I

14 wouldn't even know what he looked like now.

15 Q. Okay.

16 A. But that's the closest I can remember.

17 Q. Okay. Would you mind -- if you just would mark

18 that picture with your initials.

19 Thank you.

20 So at the time, you were living at 2935 Patterson

21 and Darren Johnson lived next door; is that correct?

22 A. Yes. When I first met him.

23 Q. Okay.

24 A. This was years -- years before this happened.

25 Q. Okay. So at the time, the night in December 1985,
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it

were you still living at 2935 Patterson?

A. No. I was living it 1226 Vest 19th Street

was called 19th Street then.

Q. 19th Street.

And it's not the same anymore?

A. No. It's Bethlehem. The same -- actually the

same house.

Q. Okay. All right. And do you know where Darren

Johnson was living at that time?

A. He was moving around, staying at different

people's house.

Q. All right. How long do you estimate you had known

Mr. Johnson before this happened?

A. I would say at least 10, 12 years.

Okay. Did you two ever commit any crimesQ.

together?

A.

Q.

A.

that bad.

Uh-uh. No.

Did you know him to commit any other crimes?

I knew he used drugs, but I didn't know it was

I really didn't know he was shooting up until he

spent the night one night and he was bathroom, and I caught

him with a syringe. And I didn't know he -- he was doing

drugs that heavy.

Q. Was he using heroin?

A. No. I think it was cocaine.
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1  Q. Okay. Did you ever no him to commit any breaking

2  and enterings?

3  A. No. No. He never told me.

4  Q. So the only illegal activity you ever saw him

5  commit or he told you about was drug use?

6  A. Yeah. Yeah. That's it,

7  Q. So when Mr. Johnson came to your house that night,

8  what car was he driving?

9  A, It was -- I think it was a Skylark, gray with a

10 black top, I think.

11 Q. Okay. Had you ever

12 A. A goldish gray -- I mean a gold -- gold color.

13 Q. Gold color?

14 Had you ever seen him drive that car before?

15 A. Uh-uh. No.

16 Q. Did he say how he got the car?

17 A. No -- yeah. When he told me, it -- he said his

18 girlfriend and the guy jumped on him, and he said she let

19 him use the car. But -- which would be real funny. If a

20 couple got in a fight, she wouldn't let you use her car.

21 Q. Okay. Did he have a car on his own?

22 A. Uh-uh. No.

23 Q. Did he have someone's car that he used regularly?

24 A. No.

25 Q. Did he give you the name of the girlfriend?
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A. No. No, he didn't tell me.

Q. Did he give you the name of the man that jumped on

him?

A. No.

Q. When you got into the car, did you notice anything

inside of it?

A. No. No. Nothing out of the usual, just like any

other car. It was -- it was okay.

Q. Did it have any items in it that you noticed?

A. No. No.

Q. Okay.

A. But one thing that --he did leave some jewelry,

and K.W. Bishop told me -- Detective K.W. Bishop told me

that was part of the -- her property.

Okay.

So he actually left it in my house at the time.

And when did you first see that jewelry?

About the night after he -- he left.

Okay. Did either of you smoke in the car?

No. No, I didn't.

Did Darren Johnson smoke?

No, I don't think --no. He didn't smoke.

Did you smoke?

No.

Okay. Do you know the names of any of
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1  Mr. Johnson's old girlfriends?

2  A. No. No.

3  Q. Okay. Any girls that he hung around with or was

4  sleeping with?

5  A. No.

6  Q. Okay.

7  A. He was kind of private with that.

8  Q. Okay. In between leaving your house and going to

9  what you found out later was Ms. Bryson's house, did you two

10 stop anywhere?

11 A. No. The only place he stopped was to ditch the

12 car. Like I -- like I was saying, he actually ran --he ran

13 the light at 27th. He ran the light at 25th -- yeah, 27th,

14 25th. He ran the light down there by, I think, Patterson --

15 off of Patterson. Then he made a turn and went up the back

16 street and actually left the car in the area I was talking

17 about, the storage area.

18 Q. I'm talking about when he first comes to your

19 house and says his girlfriend and a guy jumped on him and he

20 wants you to come with him and then you end up at

21 Ms. Bryson's house, did you stop anywhere in between then?

22 A. No, no.

23 Q. You drove straight to her house?

24 A. Yeah.

25 Q. Okay. Did you recognize that house when you
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1  pulled up to it?

2  A. No. No, I just -- in the (indiscernible).

3  Q. Okay. Did you know Ms. Bryson?

4  A. No. I -- I may have because I went -- probably I

5  had went to school -- I might have -- we -- paths might have

6  crossed. She was a cafeteria worker. I'm not sure what

7  school. Might've been -- I went to Lowrance, in that area;

8  so I don't know.

9  Q. Okay. Did Mr. Johnson tell you whose house that

10 was when you pulled up?

11 A. No. He just -- no.

12 Q. Okay. Did he park the car in the driveway or in

13 the street?

14 A. Yeah. In the driveway.

15 Q. Okay. Do you remember what side of the house the

16 driveway was on?

17 A. It was on the -- I think it was on the right.

18 Q. Okay. Did he say anything to you before going

19 into the house?

20 A. No. He just got out of the car. And when -- and

21 what really stood out, he walked into the house and there

22 was no lights on. That's unusual for any house. At least

23 one light would be on. And that's when I got out of the car

24 and went and looked at the -- looked through the glass,

25 through the storm door, and that's how they got my
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1  fingerprint.

2  But I knocked on the door. There was no answer.

3  Q. Was the door open or closed?

4  A. Just -- yeah, the door was open,

5  Q. Okay. About how far was it open?

6  A. Well, no, no, not the main door.

7  Q. Okay.

8  A. The storm door was closed. But that's -- to me,

9  that's unusual in any neighborhood that the big door would

10 be open and no lights on.

11 Q. Did Mr. Johnson say that he had been to that house

12 before?

13 A. I can't recall.

14 Q. Okay. Did he ask you to come inside with him?

15 A. Yeah, but I just -- I just didn't feel right.

16 Q. Okay. Did you tell him you weren't coming inside

17 with him?

18 A. No, I didn't tell him. He just -- he just went

19 into the house.

20 Q. Did he tell you what he was going to do in house?

21 A. No. No, he didn't tell.

22 Q. Did he talk to you about any specific items he

23 needed to get?

24 A. Well, at -- at the house where I was staying at,

25 he was saying he needed to get his TV.
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1  Q. Okay.

2  A. That's the only thing he told me, you know, that

3  he needed to get.

4  Q. Did you know him to have a TV before that?

5  A. Yeah. Because I had known -- I had -- a few

6  times, he was staying in like a rooming house and he had had

7  the TV.

8  Q. Okay. About how long were you waiting in the car

9  before you walked up to the house and put your hands on the

10 window?

11 A. I'd say about -- I say about 10, 15 minutes.

12 Q. Okay. Did you ever go inside the house?

13 A. Uh-uh. No.

14 Q. Okay. Do you remember telling a detective that

15 you may have taken one step into the house?

16 A. Uh-uh. I don't -- no. Because I -- the only

17 thing I did, I knocked on the door, but I actually put my

18 hand on the glass and looked in, trying to see.

19 Q. Okay.

20 A. No, I never stepped in the house.

21 Q. Have you ever been inside that house at any other

22 time?

23 A. Not that I can recall.

24 Q. When you're putting your hands on the glass and

25 knocking on the door, could you see inside the house?
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1 A. No, No. It's dark.

2 Q. Okay. Could you --

3 A. All the lights was off.

4 Q. Could you hear anything inside the house?

5 A. No.

6 Q. Did you see Ms. Bryson?

7 A. No.

8 Q. Did you see Mr. Johnson?

9 A. No.

10 Q. Did you say anything when you were knocking on the

11 door?

12 A. No. I just knocked on the door.

13 Q. Okay. Do you remember telling a detective that

14 you saw a shadow by a chair and heard heavy breathing by the

15 TV?

16 A. Uh-uh. No.

17 Q, Okay. Why didn't you go inside at that point.

18 when no one answered?

19 A. I just -- I just didn't -- it seemed unusual for

20 someone to go in a house, no lights on, the door open, and

21 they like, you know -- if somebody go in a house, they're

22 going to turn the lights on if the lights are off. He

23 didn't turn the lights on.

24 So it's just -- just didn't sit right.

25 Q. Did you kill Ms. Bryson?
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1  A. No, I didn't. No.

2  Q. Did you see Mr. Johnson kill Ms. Bryson?

3  A. No.

4  Q. Did Mr. Johnson tell you he killed Ms. Bryson?

5  A. No.

6  Q. Was anyone else with you and Mr. Johnson?

7  A. No.

8  Q. Was Merritt Williams with you?

9  A. No.

10 Q. About how long was it between when you got back in

11 the car and when Mr. Johnson came out of the house?

12 A. It was -- it was probably -- well, I had got --

13 already got out of the car. I started walking towards 27th

14 Street. After knocking on the door, about five minutes

15 later, I seen the car pull across the street, which, later

16 on, found out that was her son.

17 And Darrell had actually got in the car and backed

18 up and flooded the car. He tried to get it cranked. Didn't

19 crank on the first time, but the second time, it cranked.

20 And he seen me when I went on the -- when I was on 27th; so

21 he told me to come on, and I ended up getting in the car.

22 And then that's when he started running red lights.

23 Q. Did Mr. Johnson bring anything out of the house

24 with him?

25 A. No, nothing big that I could see. But like I was
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saying, the jewelry -- small package, he left them at the

house later on. But nothing big that I could see.

Q. Do you remember seeing a bag inside the car?

No. I didn't pay attention.

Did you remember seeing any items of clothing?

Uh-uh.

Or a plate?

Uh-uh. I didn't -- I didn't even look behind.

I'm going to hand you -- I'm going to mark Exhibit

A

Q

A

Q

A

Q

Number 3.

A. Uh-huh.

(Exhibit 3 marked.)

Q. This is a -- I have lost my stickers -- this is

the current map of the area where Ms. Bryson's house was and

the area where the car was left.

I'm just going to point out to you that this is

Ms. Bryson's house right here.

A. Uh-huh.

Q. And this is the area where the car was left.

MS. MATOIAN: Do you have that red marker?

A. Yeah. That's where it was left.

Q. Okay.

A. It's like a little storage area right there.

There was one on -- it's --

Q. Okay.
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1  A. It's a dead-end street.

2  Q. Okay. I'd like you to show me on this -- when you

3  said the other car pulled up --

4  A. Uh-huh.

5  Q. -- what direction were they coming from?

6  A. They was coming from --he was coming down the

7  hill; so that means he had to turn off of, I think, 80th --

8  was that be 80th Street?

9  Q. Okay. So when he came to the house, was he coming

10 in the direction of 28th Street?

11 A. Yeah. Because he -- he come down --he was on a

12 hill.

13 And where is it? See, the park --

14 Q. The victim's house is on this side of the street.

15 The park is right here.

16 A. He parked --he parked right beside the park.

17 Q. Okay. So facing 27th Street?

18 A. Yeah. Yeah.

19 Q. Okay. And so when Mr. Johnson is backing out of

20 the driveway, what direction is the car in as he backs out?

21 Is it going towards 27th or towards 28th?

22 A. He's backing toward 28th, but he is facing 27th

23 Street.

24 Q. Okay. So he was backing towards 28th but facing

25 27th, and you said he picked you up on 27th?
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1 A. 27th Street.

2 Q. Okay. If you're able to remember, can you draw in

3 red marker how you two got from Ms. Bryson's house to this

4 area?

5 And it is a newer map so streets may have

6 changed

7 A. Uh-huh.

8 Q. -- but to the best of your ability ...

9 A. Okay. This is her house; right?

10 Q. So her house is right here. 27th Street is right

11 here. She's in this -- this cross street.

12 A. This is Patterson. And I'm not sure about that

13 street right there.

14 Q. Okay.

15 A. But he made a turn right there and ditched the car

16 right there.

17 Q. Okay.

18 A. This -- like 1 say, I'm not -- it's not complete,

19 but that's the way we went because 1 know he ran

20 Q. Okay.

21 A. -- quite of few -- it might have been this street.

22 But I know he ran at least three lights.

23 Q. Okay.

24 A. 27th, Patterson -- I'm not sure if that's the

25 street.
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1  Q. Okay. Could you initial and date at the bottom of

2  that just so that it's clear that you wrote?

3  Sorry.

4  During the drive, while he's running red lights,

5  did you say anything to Mr. Johnson?

6  A. I kept asking him what was going on.

7  Q. Okay. Did he respond to you?

8  A. No. No.

9  Q. Okay. Had you been --

10 A. Well, yes, he did. He said, "You don't need to

11 worry about it."

12 Q. Okay. Have you ever had another experience with

13 Mr. Johnson similar to this?

14 A. No. That right there strained -- because I really

15 knew what was going on after I seen it on Crimestoppers.

16 Q. Okay.

17 A. I knew. Because I said, "That house looks

18 familiar."

19 Q. Okay. Had you been doing drugs that night?

20 A. No. No.

21 Q. Okay. Were you using drugs in general at that

22 time?

23 A. I smoked marijuana.

24 Q. Okay. Had he been doing drugs at night?

25 A. No, but I do remember he went and got some.
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1  Q

2  A

3  Q

4  A

5  Q

6  A

Okay. When did he get drugs?

I think later on that night.

Okay. Were either of you drinking?

No. No.

Who did he buy the drugs from?

He bought them down there -- I think it was a

7  liquor house.

8  Q. Okay. Do you know the area that the liquor house

9  was in?

10 A. It was down there by Lafayette somewhere.

11 Q. Lafayette? Okay.

12 And was he buying cocaine?

13 A. Yeah, he bought cocaine.

14 Q. Okay.

15 A. And -- yeah, he bought cocaine.

16 Q. Did Mr. Johnson tell you why he stopped and left

17 the car where he did?

18 A. No. But when he start wiping it down, I knew

19 something was seriously wrong; so I did the same thing and

20 asked him, I said -- you know, I kept asking him, "What's

21 going on?" And that's when he made a statement saying, you

22 know, "You tell anybody, I'll kill you,"

23 Q. Okay. And did you say anything back to him when

24 he said that to you?

25 A. No. I was shocked.
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1 Q. Okay. When did you first see those -- the items

2 of jewelry?

3 A. It was like the night after he headed out.

4 Q. So you didn't see him take those out of the car?

5 A. Uh-uh. No.

6 Q. Okay. I don't know if the area where your house

7 was is on this map, but how did you two get back to your

8 house from where you left the car?

9 A. Well, the dead alley --we walked up the street.

10 the expressway, crossed the median.

11 Q. Okay.

12 A. Walked across the expressway and then we was going

18 down -- that's 19th Street.

14 Q. Okay. I think that's probably outside the area of

15 the map, but could you draw an arrow indicating that you

16 went towards the expressway from where you left the car?

17 A. Okay. That's Boone Park.

18 Draw an arrow where?

19 Q. Just showing the direction you were going in to

20 get back to your house.

21 Okay. Thank you.

22 Did you stop anywhere along the way going back to

23 your house?

24 A. No. No.

25 Q. Did you see anyone you knew?
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1  A. No. I can't recall.

2  Q. Did Mr. Johnson see anyone that he knew?

3  A. Uh-uh.

4  Q. Okay. After Mr. Johnson told you that he was

5  going to kill you, did you have any other conversation that

6  night about what had happened?

7  A. Yeah. Because I really didn't -- I really

8  didn't -- you know how people say stuff sometime. I didn't

9  take it seriously. I was shocked that he would say that,

10 but come to find out later on that he had actually killed

11 somebody -- him and -- I can't say -- well, I don't know for

12 sure about Drayton. But he did tell me that somebody else

13 was with him, and he never -- he never told me who it was.

14 But it's just -- after that night, I was shocked

15 that he said it, but I didn't --it really didn't dawn on me

16 until that next morning that he had --he had slept there

17 and then he left. He didn't say nothing. He just left the

18 door unlocked.

19 Q. When he said someone was with him, did he -- did

20 he tell you that he killed Ms. Bryson?

21 A. No. He didn't say. He just said somebody else

22 was with him.

23 Q. Did he tell you anything else about that person?

24 A. Uh-uh. No, he didn't tell me.

25 Q. Okay.
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1  A. He said --he said not to even worry about it.

2  Q. He said -- when was that person with him?

3  A. It was -- it had to be earlier on because he had

4  to come pick me up. But over the time, I thought about all

5  this. They -- well, I can't say Merritt. I don't know.

6  They had went there earlier.

7  So in turn, they went -- Darrell took me back to

8  the house, and that's when I found out that somebody else

9  had been there with him. So --

10 Q. Did Mr. Johnson tell you specifically he had been

11 there earlier that day? Or is that just you putting pieces

12 together?

13 A. No. He actually said that he needed to go back

14 later on.

15 Q. Okay.

16 A. Because he did say that. He said, "I need to go

17 back over there and get my TV."

18 Q. Okay.

19 A. "And my other stuff."

20 Q. Okay. When you two got back to your house, did

21 anyone else come over?

22 A. Uh-uh. No.

23 Q. Other than the time Mr. Johnson got drugs, did

24 either of you leave?

25 A. Yeah. He actually sent me to get him some more
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1  cocaine.

2  Q. Okay. And where did you go to get the cocaine?

3  A. The same place, right off -- right before I got to

4  Lafayette.

5  Q. Going back to what we were just talking about, did

6  Darren Johnson say how much earlier he had been

7  A. No.

8  Q. --at the house?

9  A. No.

10 Q. Was it light or dark out when he came to your

11 house?

12 A. It was kind of almost -- not dark, but it was dusk

13 dark.

14 Q. Okay. And how long were you both at your house

15 before you left and went to Ms. Bryson's?

16 A. Well, as soon as he got there, he knocked -- I

17 heard the knock on the door. And I opened the door, and his

18 mouth was bloodied up. And I gave him a face rag, and, you

19 know, I got to -- gave him time to fix his mouth. And he

20 told me that he needed to go get his stuff.

21 So once he did that, it wasn't even five minutes

22 when we left.

23 Q. Okay. Other than the jewelry, did Mr. Johnson

24 talk about any other items he had gotten from that house?

25 A. No. No.
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1 Q. Any money?

2 A. He had money. He wouldn't tell me how much. He

3 had money.

4 Q. When did you first see the money?

5 A. When he pulled out a wad.

6 Q. And when was that?

7 A. This was as we was going to get the cocaine the

8 first time
■

9 Q. Okay.

10 A. And then he

11 Q. So it was after you had left Ms. Bryson's house?

12 A. Yeah.

13 Q. Okay.

14 A. And then another time, when he sent me to go get

15 some more -- I can't say how much it was, but I know it was

16 quite a bit.

17 Q. Did he usually have money on him?

18 A. Not like that because he didn't work anywhere.

19 Q. Okay. So he wasn't working at the time?

20 A. No.

21 Q. What did he usually do for money?

22 A. Little odd jobs.

23 Q. Okay. Why did you decide to keep those items of

24 jewelry?

25 A. I don't know. I just -- I don't know. I just --
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1  I didn't throw them away. I just -- uh-uh. I just didn't

2  throw them away. I didn't -- I didn't know it was from a

3  actual murder investigation. I don't know. I guess -- I

4  guess -- I guess God didn't want me to throw them away

5  because it just so happened that right there was a piece

6  that helped them convict me. So -- because they didn't

7  actually believe me when I was telling them about all this

8  and they actually -- at the time I was in jail, they

9  actually took me in handcuffs to the house and I got the

10 jewelry and gave it to them. And I guess they took it to

11 the son and the son recognized it and said, "Yeah, this"

12 yeah.

13 So they actually charged me with auto theft of her

14 car, larceny, the murder -- they charged me with everything.

15 Q. I want to go back to Crimestoppers.

16 A. Uh-huh.

17 Q. Was that the first time you heard Ms. Bryson had

18 been murdered?

19 A. I didn't -- well, I seen it on TV and I said,

20 "That house look familiar."

21 Q. Okay.

22 A. It was -- that was the time -- but I still didn't

23 say nothing. I didn't actually -- I forgot what it was that

24 I got arrested for, and my lawyer just told me "If there's

25 anything you can do to help the police" -- and I actually
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1  told one of the detectives, and then he went and got K.V.

2  Bishop. And I explained it to him. But they never did

3  really think I was telling the truth.

4  But K.W. Bishop said, "You know too much. You had

5  to be the lieutenant."

6  So by me actually saying this and that, I actually

7  incriminated myself. They trying to -- like I said, with

8  the Miranda law, anything can be used against you.

9  So I just -- I knew it was over; so -- I had been

10 in jail for over six months, and I was tired.

11 Q. Going back to before you were arrested -- I know

12 you said that you and Mr. Johnson were strained after this

13 night and you only saw him one other time.

14 A. Uh-huh.

15 Q. Did you talk about this crime?

16 A. Uh-uh. No.

17 Q. At that time, had you seen the Crimestoppers tape?

18 A. Yeah. I had -- I seen it, yeah, before I met him

19 the last time.

20 Q. Did you directly ask him if he had killed

21 Ms. Bryson?

22 A. No. No.

23 Q. Okay. Were you scared of Mr. Johnson?

24 A. No. But, you know, like I said, you know,

25 sometimes God has a way even though it's bad. But I really
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1  wasn't scared of him, but I was leery of him.

2  Q. Okay.

3  A. Because he actually could have killed me the night

4  he slept over. It just so happened he didn't. And I had

5  never seen him -- I didn't even know he did -- shot up

6  cocaine. And he was --he wasn't looking --he was looking

7  crazy. So, you know, I said that's the end of that.

8  Q. Okay. In between the night that Ms. Bryson was

9  killed and when you were arrested on unrelated charges, did

10 you tell anyone else about this night?

11 A. Well the whole cellblock found out.

12 Q. I'm talking about prior to you getting arrested.

13 Did you tell your family, friends, a girlfriend?

14 A. I told my family afterwards I got charged with all

15 this. And my mother, she was saying that Darrell had

16 actually tried to talk to her. I said, "Look, be leery of

17 him. Don't mess with him. Be careful."

18 Q. Do you remember when that was?

19 A. No. I was actually --at the time, I was actually

20 in prison then.

21 Q. Do you remember what prison you were in?

22 A. I think it was Odom, Odom Farm.

23 Q. Okay. So other -- telling your family after you

24 had been arrested; but prior to that, you didn't have a

25 girlfriend that you told?

Tori Pittman, AOC-Approved Transcriber
PO Box 47, Wake Forest, NC 27588 * * * pittmanstenography.com



Robbin Carmichael - Examination by Ms. Matoian 6/1/18

35

1  A. Uh-uh.

2  Q. Did you have a close friend that you told?

3  A. Not that I can recall.

4  Q. Do you know how long it was in between when

5  Ms. Bryson was killed and when you told the police what you

6  knew about this?

7  A. I think it was almost like two years later.

8  Q. Okay.

9  (Cell phone interruption.)

10 A. Excuse me.

11 Q. Do you remember what you had been arrested for?

12 A. I can't recall. I would say marijuana, but I

13 don't -- I think it was breaking and entering. I'm not

14 sure. I forgot.

15 Q. Did you commit a lot of breaking and enterings?

16 A. No. No.

17 Q. Did you break into people's houses?

18 A. No. No. This was something that happened at the

19 convention center.

20 Q. Okay. Prior to your attorneys telling you that if

21 you knew anything, you should say it, had the police

22 mentioned Ms. Bryson's murder to you at all?

23 A. Uh-uh. No.

24 Q. Okay. So you were the first one to bring that up?

25 A. Yeah.
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1 Q. Okay. Were you providing that information hoping

2 to get a deal?

8 A. I would say as far as -- yeah. Yeah.

4 Q. Were you promised

5 A. Well, in a way. But mostly, you know, when

6 somebody knows something, they want to get off their chest.

7 And that was -- it was -- even though it was bad, I was glad

8 I had told somebody and got it off my chest.

9 Q. Did you tell your attorneys all of that before

10 talking to the police?

11 A. I didn't -- I didn't tell them nothing. They

12 didn't know I knew about a murder.

18 Q. Okay.

14 A. And they -- the first thing, when I was arraigned.

15 they said, "I wish I'd've -- we wish you would have told

16 us," but "You told me to go ahead and help them if I knew

17 anything \}

18 And -- but he was -- to me, what he was actually

19 saying. "If we didn't knew it was murder, we would have told

20 you not to say nothing." But ...

21 Q. You say you wanted to get it off your chest.

22 Had you been wanting to get it off your chest?

28 A. Yeah. Yeah. Because I knew about it. And when I

24 seen it on Crimestoppers, they were just like the -- I knew

25 Darrell had did that.
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1  Q. Other than K.W. Bishop, what other detectives do

2  you remember speaking to you?

3  A. I think it was Sanders. It was -- it was -- I

4  can't -- I know it -- I think it was three.

5  Q. Okay.

6  A. I'm not sure about the last one.

7  Q. Had you had dealings with them before?

8  A. Well, Samuels -- they was two undercover agents.

9  I was actually helping them actually set people up for drug

10 deals.

11 Q. Uh-huh.

12 A. And that's how I -- I know both of them.

13 Q. Which ones?

14 A. I can't remember. It was always a pair. Sanders

15 and I can't remember the other officer name, but they was

16 always together.

17 Q. Okay. Do you remember being given a polygraph

18 exam or --

19 A. Yeah. Yeah.

20 Q. Okay. Did they tell you what the results of that

21 were?

22 A. He said I passed.

23 Q. Okay. And did you tell him the same thing you've

24 said today?

25 A. THi-huh.
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1 Q. Do you know how many times -- other than when you

2 talked to the police and told them what you knew and the

3 polygraph, did you speak to them at any other time?

4 A. Quite a few times. It's just like they was trying

5 to get the bits and pieces because I had got tired of them

6 coming, getting me out of the cell.

7 Q. Okay.

8 A. And, in turn, the guys in the cell were saying.

9 you know, they thought I was snitching but found out later

10 on, because they like ganged up on me saying, "You should've

11 your mouth shut." So ...

12 Q. Did you tell those guys in the cell?

13 A. No. They found out on their own.

14 Q. Okay.

15 A. There's -- sometimes, in jail, there's no secrets.

16 Because it's always -- information will always leak.

17 Q. Okay. When did you first hear the name Merritt

18 Williams or Merritt Drayton?

19 A. K.W. Bishop brought it up.

20 Q. Okay. And what did he ask you about Mr. Williams?

21 A. He was asking me was he there. And 1 said, "1

22 don't know him. I don't" --you know. I told him I didn't

23 know him.

24 Q. Was that true?

25 A. Yeah, it's true. 1 didn't actually meet him until
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1 the first time processing -- I was in K Dorm and he was in

2 0 Dorm. And the first thing he said --

3 Q. What prison was that?

4 A. Central Prison.

5 Q. Okay.

6 A. And he -- he said, "Man, I didn't know that was

7 you." I think he thought I was Darrell.

8 Q. Okay.

9 A. So you know ..,

10 Q. When they asked you about Merritt Williams, why do

11 you think he thought you were Mr. Johnson?

12 A. I don't know. I never asked him. You know, I was

13 leery of him, you know, but -- I could be assuming and I

14 could be wrong, but I didn't think he thought I was the

15 person that he wanted me to be.

16 Q. Okay. Did Mr. Johnson and Mr. Williams know each

17 other?

18 A. I'm not sure. I never had any -- I never seen

19 them together; so I don't know.

20 Q. Had you ever heard Mr. Johnson mention someone

21 named Merritt?

22 A. Uh-uh. No.

23 Q. When they were asking you about Merritt Williams,

24 did they tell you that he had also been convicted of this

25 crime?
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A. Later -- later on, yeah, they did say something

later on, that -- because the way K.W. Bishop was saying

that, "We talked to Darren Johnson. Ve also talked to

Merritt Williams," and that's when he said, "We're going to

go ahead and charge you." And, you know, the last thing he

said to me, "I'm gonna see you burn." And that was the only

time that he said something to me about him.

Q. Who were your defense attorneys?

A. Lowell Boyles (phonetic). And I'm not sure about

the other one.

Q. Can you spell that?

A. Lowell or Boyles?

Q. Lowell?

A. Lowells? Yeah --

Q. Like L-o-w-e-1-1?

A. I think so.

Q. And Boyles, B-o-y --

A. Well, no, that's one person.

Q. Oh, okay.

A. I just thought about his name too. I just thought

about his name. Lowell Boyles and -

(indiscernible). I can't remember.

Q. Were they white or black?

A. They was white.

Q. White?

shoot
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1  Do you know about how old they were?

2  A. They would be close to about -- at the time, I

3  would say late fifties.

4  Q. Late fifties? Okay.

5  Were your defense attorneys aware that Merritt

6  Williams had also been convicted of this crime?

7  A. I don't -- I don't know. I think -- I can't

8  remember his name, but the lawyer, my first lawyer told me

9  that -- after he told me that "I wish I'd've knew you knew

10 about a murder," that he would've advised me, you know, not

11 to say anything. But -- I don't know. I don't know.

12 Q. Do you know if your attorneys ever went to go

13 speak to Merritt Williams?

14 A. No. I don't know.

15 Q. Okay. Did you tell them about Mr. Johnson?

16 A. Yeah, eventually, I did. Because everything I

17 told -- I told the police, I told them.

18 Q. Okay. Do you know if they went to go speak to

19 Mr. Johnson?

20 A. I don't know.

21 Q. Okay. Do you know if they interviewed anyone in

22 this case?

23 A. I don't know.

24 Q. Did they hire a private investigator?

25 A, I don't know.
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1  Q. Okay. Do you still have any paperwork related to

2  your case, any discovery that your attorneys received?

3  A. Uh-uh.

4  Q. Okay.

5  A. No. Well, see, the only thing about that -- I end

6  up -- by me telling them everything, you know, I said,

7  "Well, I'm done. I'm done." Everything I said to them,

8  they were going to use against; so I ended up pleading

9  guilty to get it over with.

10 Q. That's why you took the plea?

11 A. Yeah. Yeah. Because it was no way for me to

12 prove my innocence. And I -- when K.W. Bishop told me -- he

13 said, "You're going to burn for this," and I had never faced

14 anything harsh like, you know, death penalty. So it scared

15 me. So -- and that's the only reason why I took the plea.

16 Q. Did your attorneys talk to you about taking the

17 plea?

18 A. Yeah, they did. They did.

19 Q. Were they in court with you when you took the

20 plea?

21 A. Yeah. Both of them, yeah.

22 Q. Okay. If we were able to find out the names of

23 your attorneys, would you be willing to sign a voluntary

24 release for their files?

25 A. Yeah. Yeah.
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1 Q. Okay. We will try the directory once we're done.

2 A. The last one was, I think, Stuart.

3 Q. Stuart? Okay.

4 A. Stuart.

5 Q. Was he also white?

6 A. Yeah.

7 Q. And late fifties?

8 A. (No verbal response.)

9 Q. Was Stuart his first or last name?

10 A. I think that was his last name.

11 Q. Okay.

12 A. Boyles was -- Boyles was the last name on him, but

13 I don't know -- I'll look at -- I got the paper article. I

14 don't know if -- how good condition it i^. But I'll -- just

15 give me your number, and I'll call you and give you both the

16 names.

17 Q. Okay.

18 A. But I do know Lowell Boyles and I'm not sure about

19 the other one.

20 Q. Okay. I know you said you met Mr. Williams in

21 Central Prison.

22 How did you get to discussing your cases?

23 A. We didn't. I just -- you know, I was -- I was

24 kind of bitter toward him, that he put me in this position.

25 Q. Do you think Mr. Williams is involved in this
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1  case?

2  A. Well, I mean -- not Mr. Williams. I'm thinking

3  about Johnson.

4  Well, with him -- because I ran across Darrell too

5  in prison -- that's the one I was thinking about.

6  He -- the first time I met him, he was --he was

7  saying that he was innocent of this. I don't know. I don't

8  know. I can't say. But

9  Q. Has he -- in all of your conversations, whenever

10 you ran across each other in prison, has he always

11 maintained his innocence?

12 A. Yeah. He's saying he -- he's trying to get back

13 into court. But, you know, Darrell, you know, I ran across

14 his path, too, in prison.

15 Q. What prison?

16 A. I think it was Dan River. I also ran across his

17 brother too.

18 Q. Do you remember his brother's name?

19 A. No. No.

20 Q. Did he have the same last name?

21 A. I'm not sure.

22 Q. Does the last name Leak ring a bell?

23 A. Might have been. I think they was different --

24 had different fathers.

25 Q. Okay. Did you and Mr. Johnson talk about this
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1  case in prison?

2  A. No. No. We didn't -- like I was saying, that I

3  was kind of bitter toward him that he put me in this

4  position. And, you know, I just -- you know, "How you

5  doing?" and kept going.

6  Q. Okay. Was that the only time you were in prison

7  together?

8  A. Yeah. Yeah.

9  Q. Okay. So you've not seen him since Dan River?

10 Not even since you've been --

11 A. Not that I can

12 Q. -- out?

13 A. -- recall. Because like you say, I barely

14 remember that picture. I'm going on how he looked young.

15 Q. Okay. Did you speak to anyone else in prison

16 about this case? Any friends?

17 A. A few that was like makeshift lawyers.

Okay. And who were those guys?

I can't recall. I -- I talked to so many.

Do you remember what prisons they were in?

Central Prison. Talked to a guy in the law

22 library. I went in there and read some law books. He

23 advised me to just go in there and read anything pertaining

24 to pleading -- plead guilty.

25 Q. Uh-huh.

18

19 A

20 Q

21 A
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1  A. That was mostly the -- it was one person down at

2  Odom Farm, but that didn't work out.

3  Q. Do you remember his name?

4  A. No. No.

5  Q. Have you ever told anybody a different story than

6  the story you told me today and the story you told the

7  police about Ms. Bryson's murder?

8  A. Uh-uh. Uh-uh.

9  Q. Have you ever told anyone that Mr. Williams was

10 with you and Mr. Johnson?

11 A. No. I never said anything.

12 Q. Okay. I know we talked about this a little bit

13 earlier. I'm just going to ask you again and see if you can

14 remember.

15 Do you remember the names of anyone in

16 Mr. Johnson's family?

17 A. No. No. It's been a long time.

18 Q. Was his sister older or younger?

19 A. I think he did have a older sister.

20 Q. Other than that address next door to you on

21 Patterson Street, can you remember anywhere else that he

22 lived?

23 A. No. He -- he usually lived in the rooming house.

24 Q. Okay. When you were in prison with Mr. Wilson

25 [sic], did he ever mention anything about somebody named

Tori Pittman, AOC-Approved Transcriber
PO Box 47, Wake Forest, NO 27588 * * * pittmanstenography.com



Robbin Carmichael - Examination by Ms. Matoian 6/1/18

47

1  Arthur Wilson?

2  A. Who? Merritt?

3  Q. Uh-huh.

4  A. Yeah. He did, I think, because they was -- I

5  think he was -- him and -- they was tried together on

6  something else. Yeah. And -- no, no, no, no, no.

7  Correction. No.

8  Say his name again? Merritt?

9  Q. Arthur Wilson or Sammy Mitchell.

10 A. I remember -- because I was -- I knew a guy named

11 Johnny Gray. He knew Sammy Mitchell.

12 Q. Okay.

13 A. And he was talking about his case.

14 Q. Sammy Mitchell was talking about his case?

15 A. No. Johnny Gray was talking about Sammy Mitchell

16 case.

17 Q. Okay.

18 A. And because -- and Darryl Hunt. Because I ran --

19 I didn't know -- really know Sammy Mitchell, but -- but me

20 and Darrell, we had talked -- because he read up -- he found

21 out who I was and he talked to me.

22 Q. Oh, you spoke to Mr. Hunt about this in prison?

23 A. Yeah.

24 Q. Okay.

25 A. And he was just saying like, you know, "By you
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1  pleading guilty, you just like sealed it. It's -- it's

2  done."

3  Q. Did Mr. Hunt tell you about anything involving the

4  case where the victim was named Arthur Wilson?

5  A. No, No.

6  Q. Okay. Do you know the name is Ezell Glowers? Ran

7  a drink house?

8  A. No. No.

9  Q. Okay. Have you heard anything about a murder

0  outside of a drink house?

1  A. I heard through the news and -- that -- I think

2  that's what happened with Sammy Mitchell and Darryl Hunt.

8  Q. Okay.

4  A. That's the only thing I know.

.5 Well, correction. I think Merritt Drayton was

6  tried for that too, because I think he had two life

7  sentences. No, I -- the only thing I know about it, because

L8 he never talked to me about it, it was on the news, in the

19 paper.

20 Q. Okay.

21 A. Because we had a few people from Winston-Salem

22 that got the paper, and that's how we found out.

23 Q. Did Mr. Williams ever tell you that he was

24 innocent in that case?

25 A. Like I say, we didn't really talk that much
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1  because he was -- it's like he didn't want to help me.

2  Q. Why do you think that?

3  A. I don't know. And I talked to a lawyer, and he

4  wanted a statement from me saying that he didn't do this and

5  the lawyer told him, he said, "Well, if he did do it and you

6  didn't do it, it's going to make you look guilty." So ...

7  Q. Okay. Who was that attorney?

8  A. I can't -- can't recall.

9  Q. Okay. Do you remember what that attorney was

10 doing for you? Was he going to file something for you?

11 A. Yeah. He had actually --my mother had actually

12 talked to an attorney, and she relayed the message to him

13 and, you know, he actually told her it's nothing that can be

14 done.

15 Q. So he never actually filed anything in your case?

16 A

17 Q

18 A

19 Q

No.

Okay. Have you hired any other attorneys?

No.

Okay. Other than us, has anyone else come to

20 speak to you about this case since you were released from

21 prison?

22 A. No.

23 Q. Okay.

24 MS. MATOIAN: Anything else, Brian?

25 MR. ZIEGLER; I don't know.
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1  Q. Is there anything else you'd like us to know about

2  this case?

3  A. No, not that I can -- nothing I can remember.

4  Q. Is there anyone you think we should speak to that

5  would be helpful to us in investigating this case?

6  A. No. Well, like I say, I would get some

7  satisfaction to know that Darrell did get caught.

8  Q. Can you think of any information or anyone who

9  could give us information that would be helpful in locating

10 Mr. Johnson?

11 A. None that I can recall.

12 Q. Do you remember any other friends of his?

13 A. No.

14 Q. When you two hung out, it was just the two of you?

15 A. Yeah. Yeah.

16 Q. Okay. Did you know him to have a group that he

17 hung around with?

18 A. No. He was never a group person.

19 Q. Okay.

20 A. It was just like maybe one or two people he would

21 deal with.

22 Q. Other than that newspaper, do you have any other

23 documents related to this case --

24 A. The --

25 Q. --at your house?
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1  A. I think I still got the papers where I -- like

2  warrants and stuff, you know. I think I got them. I don't

3  think I throwed them away.

4  Q. Okay. By statute, you have --

5  MS. MATOIAN: Go ahead.

6  ME. ZIEGLER: Pursuant to statute, you have a

7  right to receive a copy of the sound and visual recording of

8  your deposition for your examination and review.

9  Do you want to waive that right or would you

10 like a copy?

11 THE WITNESS

12 MS. MATOIAN

13 MR. ZIEGLER

I don't want the copy.

Okay.

Okay. So just to be clear,

14 you're waiving your right to that copy?

15 THE WITNESS: Yeah.

16 MS. MATOIAN: Okay,

17 ME. ZIEGLER: Okay.

18 MS. MATOIAN: All right. We're going to

19 conclude the deposition.

20 (Signature waived.)

21 (Recorded deposition concluded.)

22

23

24

25
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CERTIFICATION

NOW COMES the undersigned, Brian Ziegler, and certifies pursuant to N.C.G.S. § lA-1,

Rule 30(f)(1) that on June 1, 2018, Robbin Carmichael appeared before him for the purpose of

taking a deposition upon oral examination by the North Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission

(Commission). The deponent was duly sworn by the undersigned and the attached sound-and-

video recording, together with all exhibits annexed thereto, constitutes a true and accurate record

of the testimony given.

The undersigned further certifies that the deponent waived his right to a copy of the sound

and visual recording of the deposition for examination and review..

This the 15th day of August, 2018

Brian Ziegler



 

Handout 9 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HANDOUT # 9 

SEALED BY ORDER OF THE COURT 



 

Handout 10 



vsacjf
Highlight

vsacjf
Highlight

vsacjf
Highlight



vsacjf
Highlight

vsacjf
Highlight



vsacjf
Highlight



vsacjf
Highlight

vsacjf
Highlight



vsacjf
Highlight

vsacjf
Highlight



 

Handout 11 



JAMES ALEXANDER JOHNSON 
 

 

CRIMINAL RECORD 

Conviction  Jurisdiction DOO Date of Conviction 

LARCENY (M) ROCKINGHAM UNKNOWN 2/8/1984 

BREAKING OR ENTERING 

(M) 

FORSYTH 5/20/1984 7/16/1984 

CARRYING CONCEALED 

WEAPON (M) 

FORSYTH 7/28/1985 8/14/1985 

LARCENY (M) GUILFORD UNKNOWN 2/12/1987 

POSSESS STOLEN VEHICLE 

(F) 

GUILFORD 10/28/1986 5/11/1988 

POSSESS STOLEN 

GOODS/PROPERTY (F) 

GUILFORD 6/21/1987 3/26/1998 

POSSESS STOLEN 

GOODS/PROPERTY (F) 

GUILFORD 6/21/1987 5/11/1988 

POSSESS STOLEN 

GOODS/PROPERTY (F) 

GUILFORD 6/21/1987 3/26/1998 

CARRYING CONCEALED 

WEAPON (M) 

GUILFORD 10/7/1987 11/16/1987 

INJURY TO REAL 

PROPERTY (M) 

GUILFORD 10/7/1987 11/16/1987 

POSSESS STOLEN VEHICLE 

(F) 

GUILFORD UNKNOWN 6/20/1988 

RESIST/OBSTRUCT PUBLIC 

OFFICER (M) 

GUILFORD 11/19/1989 12/14/1989 

DWLR (M) GUILFORD 3/28/1990 8/14/1990 

CARRYING CONCEALED 

WEAPON (M) 

GUILFORD 3/28/1990 8/14/1990 

ASSAULT WITH DEADLY 

WEAPON SERIOUS INJURY 

(F) 

GUILFORD 4/4/1991 11/4/1992 



ASSAULT ON A FEMALE 

(M) 

GUILFORD 9/2/1991 11/19/1991 

INTOXICATED AND 

DISRUPTIVE (M) 

GUILFORD 10/5/1991 11/19/1991 

POSSESS MARIJUANA ˃ ½ 

TO 1 ½ OUNCE (M) 

GUILFORD 11/26/1994 12/9/1994 

RESISTING PUBLIC 

OFFICER (M) 

GUILFORD 11/26/1994 12/9/1994 

POSSESS WITH INTENT TO 

SELL OR DELIVER 

MARIJUANA (F) 

GUILFORD 9/14/1997 3/26/1998 

DWI-LEVEL 4 (M) GUILFORD 9/14/1997 3/26/1998 

DWLR (M) GUILFORD 9/13/2000 11/27/2000 

POSSESS FIREARM BY 

FELON (F) 

GUILFORD 2/5/2001 11/1/2001 

DWI-LEVEL 3 (M) GUILFORD 8/6/2001 3/2/2004 

MANUFACTURE/SELL/ 

DELIVER/POSSESS 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE 

ON/NEAR PLAYGROUND 

(F) 

GUILFORD 10/2/2002 2/3/2003 

POSSESS WITH INTENT TO 

SELL OR DELIVER 

COCAINE (F) 

GUILFORD 10/2/2002 2/3/2003 

HABITUAL FELON (F) GUILFORD 10/2/2002 2/3/2003 

DWI-LEVEL 1 (M) FORSYTH 2/17/2011 8/24/2011 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Handout 12 



000982 
NCIIC WSPD



 

Handout 13 



DARREN LEAK JOHNSON 
 

 

CRIMINAL RECORD 

Conviction  Jurisdiction DOO Date of Conviction 

CAUSE A PUBLIC 

DISTURBANCE (M) 

FORSYTH 7/8/1985 7/16/1985 

ASSAULT AND 

BATTERY (M) 

FORSYTH 7/8/1985 7/16/1985 

MISDEMEANOR 

BREAKING AND 

ENTERING (M) 

FORSYTH 11/4/1985 11/18/1985 

RESIST/OBSTRUCT 

PUBLIC OFFICER (M) 

FORSYTH 11/4/1985 11/18/1985 

POSSESS MARIJUANA 

UP TO ½ OUNCE (M) 

FORSYTH 11/4/1985 11/18/1985 

BREAKING/ENTERING 

AND LARCENY (F) 

FORSYTH 8/27/1986 12/18/1986 

ATTEMPTED BREAKING 

AND ENTERING (F) 

FORSYTH 8/28/1986 12/18/1986 

BREAKING/ENTERING 

AND LARCENY (F) 

FORSYTH 8/28/1986 12/18/1986 

DISORDERLY CONDUCT 

(M) 

FORSYTH 5/16/1987 6/4/1987 

RESIST/OBSTRUCT 

PUBLIC OFFICER (M) 

FORSYTH 5/16/1987 6/4/1987 

SIMPLE ASSAULT (M) FORSYTH 9/18/1987 10/8/1987 

DAMAGE TO PERSONAL 

PROPERTY (M) 

FORSYTH 10/18/1988 1/27/1989 

ASSAULT ON LAW 

OFFICER (M) 

FORSYTH 10/18/1988 1/27/1989 

BREAKING AND 

ENTERING (M) 

FORSYTH 5/5/1989 5/19/1989 

BREAKING AND 

ENTERING (F) 

FORSYTH 12/2/1989 4/26/1990 



FELONY LARCENY (F) FORSYTH 12/2/1989 4/26/1990 

BREAKING AND 

ENTERING (F) 

GUILFORD 1/15/1993 9/20/1993 

LARCENY AFTER 

BREAKING AND 

ENTERING (F) 

GUILFORD 1/15/1993 9/20/1993 

COMMON LAW 

ROBBERY (F) 

FORSYTH 12/27/2000 4/3/2001 

ROBBERY WITH 

DANGEROUS WEAPON 

(F) 

FORSYTH 6/22/2003 7/19/2004 

ROBBERY WITH 

DANGEROUS WEAPON 

(F) 

FORSYTH 6/25/2003 7/19/2004 

HABITUAL FELON (F) FORSYTH 6/25/2003 7/19/2004   

POSSESS FIREARM BY 

FELON (F) 

FORSYTH 6/27/2003 7/19/2004 

ATTEMPTED ROBBERY-

DANGEROUS WEAPON 

(F) 

FORSYTH 6/27/2003 7/19/2004 

ROBBERY WITH 

DANGEROUS WEAPON 

(F) 

FORSYTH 6/27/2003 7/19/2004 

POSSESS FIREARM BY 

FELON (F) 

FORSYTH 11/17/2003 7/19/2004 

ASSAULT 

GOVERNMENT 

OFFICIAL/EMPLOYEE 

OF STATE (M)  

ANSON 12/6/2010 5/23/2011 

COMMUNICATING 

THREATS (M) 

FORSYTH 4/9/2017 7/24/2017 

COMMUNICATING 

THREATS (M) 

FORSYTH 4/9/2017 7/24/2017 

FALSE IMPRISONMENT 

(M) 

FORSYTH 4/9/2017 7/24/2017 
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P R O C E E D I N G S 1 

  MS. MATOIN:  Okay.  Hi, Mr. Johnson.   2 

  MR. JOHNSON:  How are you doing? 3 

  MS. MATOIAN:  I'm Catherine.  Nice to 4 

meet you.  You can have a seat right over there. 5 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Bear with us. 6 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Sorry. 7 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  To get us a little set 8 

up. 9 

  MS. MATOIAN:  There should be -- just 10 

a second. 11 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  If you want to get the 12 

printer set up and do what you need to do -- 13 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Yeah. 14 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  -- I can just take his 15 

swab over. 16 

  MR. JOHNSON:  How long will the swab 17 

take to get back? 18 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Just a second.  We just 19 

have -- 20 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Oh, you mean after we 21 

get it tested? 22 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah. 23 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Oh.  That depends on the 24 

labs. 25 
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  MR. ZIEGLER:  Looks like spring is 1 

starting to hit down here.  You getting some 2 

pollen. 3 

  MR. JOHNSON:  It doesn't get that hot 4 

compared to North Carolina. 5 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Oh, no? 6 

  MS. MATOIAN:  No.  Is it as humid? 7 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  I'm seeing the yellow 8 

pollen everywhere. 9 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.  There's a lot of 10 

colds and stuff going around around here. 11 

  MS. MATOIAN:  I bet. 12 

  MR. JOHNSON:  The weather is so 13 

strange. 14 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  It sounded like when we 15 

talked on the phone that you had done one of 16 

these before. 17 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I've been on the record.  18 

I should be for my past, my criminal past. 19 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 20 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Was it just -- 21 

  MS. MATOIAN:  That should be on the 22 

record. 23 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Was it the little swab 24 

they did in your cheek? 25 
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  MR. JOHNSON:  No, it wasn't that.  I 1 

remember the first time they questioned me about 2 

this incident with Robert Carmichael and he had  3 

-- they had some gold trinkets or something.  4 

They asked me about and all that kind of stuff, 5 

and they said he had brought my name up.  And 6 

that's what I was wanting to know why did he 7 

bring my name up, you know.  What context was it 8 

in. 9 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Sure.  So for this -- 10 

this is the DNA sample.  I'm just going to hand 11 

you these two Q-tips. 12 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah. 13 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  If you just do it inside 14 

your mouth on one side and then the other side. 15 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Uh-huh. 16 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Yeah, right inside your 17 

cheek, and then move it over and get the other 18 

side.  And that should do it.  Thank you, sir. 19 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Is that it? 20 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  That's it for the DNA 21 

sample.  We still need to talk to you. 22 

  What's your living situation like down 23 

here? 24 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Well, I've -- since I've 25 
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been down -- been out of prison, I've changed my 1 

life, you know.  I'm getting older now, and I 2 

don't do the things I used to do, so I'm involved 3 

with mental health programs down here.  You know, 4 

I go back to when I was a child in mental health, 5 

and I'm on medications and stuff like that. 6 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  You're staying in 7 

the Spring Elm Apartments? 8 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Spring Tree Apartments. 9 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Spring Tree, right.  Do 10 

you live by yourself? 11 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yes.  Yes, sir. 12 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  And how long have 13 

you been there? 14 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I've been there about a 15 

year. 16 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 17 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Do you expect to be 18 

there for a while? 19 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I don't know.  It's what 20 

your Lord wants to do.  I believe in the Lord 21 

very highly now. 22 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  So I will mark 23 

this (indiscernible). 24 

  MS. MATOIAN:  About 2:49. 25 
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  MR. ZIEGLER:  2:49, 3/19/19.  Okay.   1 

  Do you have family down here in 2 

Columbia?  What brought you down there to 3 

Columbia? 4 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Well, I came down here 5 

because of my sister.  We've been separated since 6 

we was babies.  My mother was killed in 1968, and 7 

we got separated, her and my brother, me.  We had 8 

a little girl, older girl, older than my sister, 9 

who died at infancy, and -- Jamika (phonetic), 10 

that was her name. 11 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  I'm sorry to hear that. 12 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I got a brother named 13 

Jonathan.  He's paralyzed, not paralyzed, but he 14 

was born in a wheelchair and stuff.  I don't know 15 

him that well, but he's in Winston-Salem 16 

somewhere. 17 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  You have a sister down 18 

here in Columbia? 19 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yes, sir. 20 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  What's her name? 21 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Angela Brown. 22 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Does she help you 23 

out? 24 

  MR. JOHNSON:  This is what I want to 25 
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know.  Why should I answer all these questions 1 

and this is not a law, you know, in the law, you 2 

know, a legal case. 3 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Sure.  It is a legal 4 

case. 5 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I mean, I gave a swab. 6 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Right, and I appreciate 7 

that.  I appreciate you saying that you want to 8 

be fully cooperative, so it's -- like I started 9 

to explain -- 10 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I need a lawyer, really. 11 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  I want -- well, that's 12 

up to you.  This is -- 13 

  MR. JOHNSON:  But I don't have one. 14 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  This is who I am. 15 

  MR. JOHNSON:  But I want you to know 16 

that I always state if I, you know, what 17 

(indiscernible).  I need one.  Thank you. 18 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Yeah.  So that's me.  19 

Are you saying that you do not want to talk to us 20 

today? 21 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Well, it wouldn't be 22 

necessary unless you all want me to come in or 23 

something, I have to come in. 24 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Right.  So we do --  25 
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so -- 1 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I ain't going nowhere. 2 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Yeah. 3 

  MS. MATOIAN:  What we can do today, 4 

Mr. Johnson -- 5 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I'm too old to run 6 

anywhere.  I got the Lord on my side. 7 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 8 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Whatever happens. 9 

  MS. MATOIAN:  I'm going to go ahead 10 

and serve you with a subpoena -- 11 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah. 12 

  MS. MATOIAN:  -- for -- to do a 13 

deposition with me and Brian, and that's going to 14 

be on May 2nd, 2019 at 1:00 down at the 15 

courthouse. 16 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Well, this is a 17 

subpoena.  This is a subpoena.  I'd go ahead and 18 

do it now. 19 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Well -- 20 

  MR. JOHNSON:  If this is a subpoena. 21 

  MS. MATOIAN:  -- if it's a deposition, 22 

we have to have a court reporter there and put 23 

you under oath. 24 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I'm not that 25 
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(indiscernible).  Is this a subpoena now? 1 

  MS. MATOIAN:  That's a subpoena for a 2 

deposition that's going to be on May 2nd, 2019. 3 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Well, how am I going to 4 

get there? 5 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  It's here in Columbia. 6 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Yeah. 7 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  It's at the courthouse 8 

downtown. 9 

  MS. MATOIAN:  And we'd be happy to -- 10 

if you don't have a ride down to the courthouse, 11 

we'd be happy to pick you up and bring you down. 12 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I'm still learning my 13 

way around, but I know how to get to certain 14 

places on the bus. 15 

  MS. MATOIAN:  I think -- if we have 16 

your number, we'd be happy to pick you up and 17 

take you down to the courthouse on May 2nd. 18 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I think I can go -- 19 

that's downtown. 20 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Yes.  It's on Main 21 

Street.  It's near Bull Street. 22 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah. 23 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 24 

  MR. JOHNSON:  It's the courthouse down 25 
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there. 1 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Yeah. 2 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Right.  Right.  So  3 

that -- 4 

  MR. JOHNSON:  But what's -- this is it 5 

right here? 6 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Yes. 7 

  MS. MATOIAN:  That right there, and 8 

we'll have a court reporter there and there'll be 9 

a video camera and we'll have some questions that 10 

we'll ask you under oath just like in a trial. 11 

  MR. JOHNSON:  So even if I refuse, I 12 

would still end up having to do it with it? 13 

  MS. MATOIAN:  That subpoena requires 14 

you to come and participate -- 15 

  MR. JOHNSON:  By law. 16 

  MS. MATOIAN:  -- in a deposition, yes, 17 

sir. 18 

  MR. JOHNSON:  By law, okay. 19 

  MS. MATOIAN:  It does. 20 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Right.  So you are here 21 

today of your own free will? 22 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah. 23 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  And if you don't want to 24 

speak to us today, that's up to you, but either 25 
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way, no matter what we do today, we are going to 1 

need you on May 2nd. 2 

  MR. JOHNSON:  You're going to need 3 

that anyway. 4 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Yeah. 5 

  MR. JOHNSON:  So this is just to try 6 

to -- this is May the 2nd.  When is that?  This 7 

is -- 8 

  MS. MATOIAN:  It is -- it's over a 9 

month away, so you've got some time.  That is 10 

going to be a Thursday. 11 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I got you. 12 

  MS. MATOIAN:  And it starts at 1:00. 13 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  But you have our office 14 

number and I've got your number, so we can be in 15 

touch and if you need transportation to that, we 16 

can -- 17 

  MS. MATOIAN:  We'd be happy to do 18 

that. 19 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  -- help you out with 20 

that. 21 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Okay.  All right. 22 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  I do want to ask you, 23 

you had mentioned -- 24 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Who is this, Merritt 25 
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Williams Drayton?  I remember Robert Carmichael.  1 

I don't remember no Merritt Williams. 2 

  MS. MATOIAN:  So the Commission -- I'm 3 

sure Brian explained this to you.  The Commission 4 

is a state agency and we investigate claims of 5 

innocence by people who have been convicted of 6 

crimes in North Carolina. 7 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah, I got that. 8 

  MS. MATOIAN:  So Merritt Williams 9 

Drayton was convicted of the murder of Blanche 10 

Bryson in Winston-Salem in 1985 and has applied 11 

to the Commission claiming that he's innocent. 12 

  MR. JOHNSON:  How old was I then back 13 

then? 14 

  MS. MATOIAN:  You were pretty young, I 15 

think. 16 

  MR. JOHNSON:  How old? 17 

  MS. MATOIAN:  What year were you born? 18 

  MR. JOHNSON:  '66. 19 

  MS. MATOIAN:  '66?  So you were -- 20 

'85, you were -- 21 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  19 or 20. 22 

  MS. MATOIAN:  -- almost 20, yeah, so 23 

you were pretty young back then. 24 

   So Mr. Williams Drayton has 25 
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applied to the Commission claiming innocence, and 1 

you've mentioned Robert Carmichael.  What do you 2 

know -- 3 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Me and Robert 4 

Carmichael, we grew up together. 5 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Were you guys 6 

close? 7 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.  We met each other 8 

up by -- in Winston-Salem there's a place called 9 

Northside Shopping Center. 10 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 11 

  MR. JOHNSON:  And that was going up 12 

Patterson Avenue somewhere.  And we grew up -- we 13 

was about 16, 17.  We used to play basketball 14 

together, go to school together.  We lived right 15 

beside each other.  Sometimes I would run away 16 

from home because I was getting beat.  He would 17 

feed me sandwiches and stuff like that.  And then 18 

when he ran away from home I would feed him 19 

sandwiches. 20 

  (LAUGHING.) 21 

  MS. MATOIAN:  You guys took care of 22 

each other? 23 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.  And 24 

unfortunately, he started carrying guns. 25 
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  MS. MATOIAN:  When did he start doing 1 

that? 2 

  MR. JOHNSON:  He had been doing that 3 

since he was, I'd say, since he was probably 18, 4 

18, somewhere like that. 5 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Were you guys about the 6 

same age? 7 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Me and Robert 8 

Carmichael, we should have been about the same 9 

age.  I'm 53.  He should be 53.   10 

  I remember I saw him in prison once 11 

down through the years.  As you know, I've been 12 

in prison and all that. 13 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you talk to him when 14 

you saw him in prison? 15 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No.  We just passed by 16 

each other.  He passed by me, you know.  He knew 17 

who I was.  I knew who he was. 18 

  MS. MATOIAN:  You didn't say anything 19 

to each other? 20 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No. 21 

  MS. MATOIAN:  When was the last time 22 

you talked before that? 23 

  MR. JOHNSON:  We had never talked 24 

since then.  We never did.  You know, we just 25 
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grew away from each other.  We -- when we hung 1 

together, we wouldn't be like we hung together 2 

every day, you know.  I would see him.  He would 3 

see me sometimes.  I'd go to his house.  He'd 4 

come over mine.  As we growed (sic) older, we 5 

started getting into different types of lives, 6 

but we did see each other, and then after that we 7 

just grew away from each other. 8 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Did you guys have any 9 

other friends that you hung around with at the 10 

same time? 11 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No.  That's why I'm 12 

trying to figure out this name, what this guy 13 

here, Merritt Williams Drayton -- who is he? 14 

  MS. MATOIAN:  So he's the man -- 15 

  MR. JOHNSON:  He, obviously turned in  16 

his DNA -- 17 

  MS. MATOIAN:  He's applied to the 18 

Commission and is claiming he's innocent of the 19 

murder of Blanche Bryson.  And I apologize that 20 

these -- for the quality of these pictures, but 21 

I've marked these as Number 8, and it's two 22 

pictures.  Do you recognize that man?  This is 23 

from about 1987, and this one's from 1997. 24 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No, ma'am.  I don't -- 25 
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  MS. MATOIAN:  You don't know him? 1 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I never seen him before 2 

in my life. 3 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 4 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you know anyone that 5 

went by the nickname Junior? 6 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No. 7 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Somebody called Junior? 8 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No.  I knew a guy named 9 

Robert Carmichael, Robert Carmichael.  When they 10 

talked to me about this case here with Blanche, 11 

was it Bryson, when they talked to me about that, 12 

I was around 21, and I was at a youth institution 13 

somewhere around there. 14 

  MS. MATOIAN:  What did they say to you 15 

about it? 16 

  MR. JOHNSON:  They said that Robert 17 

Carmichael had said something about me being in a 18 

murder or whatever, and he threatened me and said 19 

he was going to get me and all this kind of stuff 20 

here. 21 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Who threatened you? 22 

  MR. JOHNSON:  The officers. 23 

  MS. MATOIAN:  What was the officer's 24 

name; do you remember? 25 
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  MR. JOHNSON:  No.  They was 1 

detectives.  He told me he was writing a book.  2 

He wanted me to help him write a book about what 3 

happened. 4 

  MS. MATOIAN:  So you were in a youth 5 

prison facility. 6 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah. 7 

  MS. MATOIAN:  An officer, a detective, 8 

came to you and said that Robert Carmichael -- 9 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.  Yeah. 10 

  MS. MATOIAN:  -- had put your name in 11 

a murder? 12 

  MR. JOHNSON:  They had some little -- 13 

like a felt Royal Crown bag, a felt bag, what you 14 

got those little (indiscernible). 15 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Uh-huh. 16 

  MR. JOHNSON:  He had one of those, but 17 

they were small with some trinkets in it, and he 18 

had that. 19 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Who? 20 

  MR. JOHNSON:  The officer. 21 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Was he touching it with 22 

his bare hands? 23 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.   24 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Yeah? 25 
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  MR. JOHNSON:  He threw it over at me 1 

and asked me did I recognize it and did I know 2 

where it came from. 3 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Did you recognize it? 4 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah. 5 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Where did you recognize 6 

it from? 7 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Robert Carmichael. 8 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Where did you see 9 

him with it? 10 

  MR. JOHNSON:  It's been so long ago, I 11 

don't even know what night, what time.  I know it 12 

was night. 13 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  What happened 14 

that night? 15 

  MR. JOHNSON:  What night? 16 

  MS. MATOIAN:  The night that you saw  17 

-- just while we're on that subject, is this the 18 

man you're calling Robert Carmichael?  Is this 19 

the man you're talking about? 20 

  MR. JOHNSON:  That's the one.  That's 21 

the one I'm talking about, yeah. 22 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  And so he, at 23 

least in the system, has gone by Robbin 24 

Carmichael, but you're calling him Robert? 25 
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  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah. 1 

  MS. MATOIAN:  But that's him? 2 

  MR. JOHNSON:  That's Robert. 3 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 4 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.  Yeah.  That's the 5 

one.  I've seen him a few years ago, two years 6 

ago. 7 

  MS. MATOIAN:  You saw him two years 8 

ago?  Where did you see him at? 9 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Working for the City in 10 

Winston-Salem. 11 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Where was he 12 

working? 13 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Near the transit. 14 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 15 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you talk to him 16 

then? 17 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No.  But I had seen him 18 

in prison.   19 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Yeah. 20 

  MR. JOHNSON:  That's the one I'm 21 

talking about. 22 

  MS. MATOIAN:  So the night you see him 23 

with those bags, tell me about that night.  Why 24 

did that stand out to you? 25 
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  MR. JOHNSON:  Because me and Robert 1 

went out that night.  We went out to a place 2 

called Kirk's.  It was a liquor house. 3 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 4 

  MR. JOHNSON:  You know, back then we 5 

was doing LSD and everything back then.  These 6 

kids don't do nothing like that now, not black 7 

guys.  They do that other stuff.  But we was 8 

doing that stuff back then, acting crazy, and we 9 

went out to Kirk's and we went back to his house. 10 

  MS. MATOIAN:  And he had those bags 11 

with him? 12 

  MR. JOHNSON:  What bags? 13 

  MS. MATOIAN:  The little bags you were 14 

talking about?  You said you had seen Robert 15 

Carmichael what it. 16 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No, huh-uh.  Yeah -- no.  17 

I seen it in his house. 18 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  When did you see 19 

them in his house? 20 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I always -- playing 21 

around with the dog in there and everything.  I 22 

was just like friends with him.  If I come over, 23 

I seen it laying up on the dresser drawer. 24 

  MS. MATOIAN:  What about those stood 25 
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out to you to make you remember them? 1 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Because it looked like a 2 

woman's. 3 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Did he tell you 4 

whose they were? 5 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No.  I didn't ask. 6 

  MS. MATOIAN:  You didn't ask, but you 7 

recognized them when the police -- 8 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yes. 9 

  MS. MATOIAN:  -- showed them to you? 10 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah. 11 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 12 

  MR. JOHNSON:  But they stood out -- 13 

everything else was like a man.  (Laughing.) 14 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Did Robert 15 

Carmichael have a girlfriend at that time? 16 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yes.  He messed around 17 

with girls. 18 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Do you remember any of 19 

their names? 20 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No.  But I remember some 21 

of them.  I know -- I was aware that he had his 22 

own people he went to see, you know. 23 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Did you have 24 

girlfriends? 25 
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  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah. 1 

  MS. MATOIAN:  In 1985?  Who were your 2 

girlfriends? 3 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I don't want to go that 4 

far into it.  (Laughing.)  That's so -- that's 5 

little kiddie stuff.  I was still messing with 6 

people I was in high school with back then.  It's 7 

been so long ago. 8 

  MS. MATOIAN:  And so when the police 9 

came to you, the detective told you he was going 10 

to get you?  What did he say he was going to get 11 

you for? 12 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.  He said -- he got 13 

kind of uptight, acted as if he got uptight, and 14 

said he was going to get me, you know.  He 15 

threatened to me.  He was going to get me sooner 16 

or later on something. 17 

  MS. MATOIAN:  And get -- by "get you," 18 

what does he mean?   19 

  MR. JOHNSON:  He was threatening me. 20 

  MS. MATOIAN:  He was going to arrest 21 

you for something or threatening you physically? 22 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.  For the murder, 23 

for the murder. 24 

  MS. MATOIAN:  He was going to get you 25 
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for the murder? 1 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah. 2 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Did he say why? 3 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No, but that's the way 4 

it was back then because back then, a lot of 5 

people was getting killed in Winston-Salem, 6 

different people and all that kind of stuff.  And 7 

a lot of people was getting falsely accused of 8 

stuff they didn't do and all that kind of stuff, 9 

so that was back then when I was coming up, you 10 

know. 11 

  MS. MATOIAN:  And the detective said 12 

he was writing a book? 13 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.  That's how he did 14 

it.  He came in and said, "Well, Mr. Johnson, I'm 15 

writing a book, and I think you can help me."  16 

That's the way he started out, but then he 17 

started talking to me about, you know, Robin 18 

Carmichael and this, that.  And then he said I 19 

knew about Blanche Taylor (sic). 20 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Bryson. 21 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Bryson, being killed and 22 

all this kind of stuff 23 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Did you know about that? 24 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No. 25 
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  MS. MATOIAN:  No? 1 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No. 2 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Was that the first you'd 3 

ever heard that a woman named Blanche Bryson had 4 

been killed? 5 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah. 6 

  MS. MATOIAN:  You didn't hear about it 7 

like in the news when it happened? 8 

  MR. JOHNSON:  What I was concerned 9 

about is how they came to me, and when they said 10 

Robert Carmichael said he was coming to me. 11 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Why did that concern 12 

you? 13 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Because I wanted to know 14 

what he was saying. 15 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Before the police came 16 

to you, had you heard about Robin Carmichael 17 

getting arrested? 18 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No, never. 19 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you know that he was 20 

arrested? 21 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No.  No.  No.  No, not 22 

at that time, but I hadn't seen him in a while 23 

because it was normal for me not to see him a 24 

while because we had really grown apart.  But 25 



25 

 

Robert Carmichael, he's the one that I remember.  1 

I don't know this other guy you all just 2 

mentioned that. 3 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Merritt, okay.  I'm 4 

going to show you -- I'm just marking this as 5 

Number 13.  Do you recognize these? 6 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I don't know what that 7 

is.  I don't know what it is. 8 

  MS. MATOIAN:  You don't recognize 9 

these bags? 10 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No. 11 

  MS. MATOIAN:  These -- do these look 12 

like the ones that the police showed you when 13 

they came to see you in prison? 14 

  MR. JOHNSON:  They could be.  Are they 15 

felt?  That don't look like the same one.  I 16 

don't know nothing about that. 17 

  MS. MATOIAN:  It doesn't look like the 18 

same ones?  Okay. 19 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Because it was just one 20 

felt -- looked like, you know, one of those Crown 21 

Royal -- 22 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Did they tie at the top? 23 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah. 24 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 25 
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  MR. JOHNSON:  It's like -- 1 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Where you would tie, 2 

pull it and it ties up? 3 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yes, but it was a little 4 

bag. 5 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  What color was 6 

it? 7 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Like purple.  I don't 8 

know.  It's been so long. 9 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Sure. 10 

  MR. JOHNSON:  It could be red, purple, 11 

blue, green. 12 

  MS. MATOIAN:  But you remember them 13 

tying at the top like a Crown Royal bag? 14 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Looked like felt. 15 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 16 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  And just to be clear, if 17 

you don't remember something -- 18 

  MS. MATOIAN:  That's fine. 19 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  -- that's fine.  Just 20 

tell us you don't remember because we understand 21 

it's been a long time. 22 

  MS. MATOIAN:  So after the police came 23 

and talked to you and you told them that you 24 

didn't know anything about Blanche Bryson being 25 
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murdered, did anyone else ever come talk to you? 1 

  MR. JOHNSON:  When I was in  2 

prison -- 3 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Right. 4 

  MR. JOHNSON:  -- when I first came 5 

here. 6 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Did they ever come back 7 

and talk to you? 8 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No. 9 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Just the once? 10 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.  That was it. 11 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Did anyone -- 12 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I stayed locked up in 13 

segregation.  That was the first time I ever been 14 

in segregation when I was in prison.  I was 15 

almost a model prisoner, and they took me out and 16 

put me on lockup, and I had to walk around with 17 

chains on all the time.  And they would -- just 18 

had me -- I couldn't even make my levels to come 19 

out of prison because I didn't have a lot of 20 

time.  And, you know, finally, they had to let me 21 

go and they let me back in.  I made it out. 22 

  But I've been, you know, my life, you 23 

know, as far as it, you know, I have no shame 24 

about me being in prison in my life.  I think 25 
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there's a reason behind my life being the way it 1 

was, especially when I was young.  And this here, 2 

it's just like, hey, after that happened, I seen 3 

a guy in prison, a light-skin guy, years later 4 

that knew about Robert Carmichael.  He asked me 5 

about Robert Carmichael.  I don't know who he 6 

was. 7 

  MS. MATOIAN:  You don't know who he 8 

was? 9 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Huh-uh. 10 

  MS. MATOIAN:  You don't know his name? 11 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No.  He was a light-skin 12 

fellah. 13 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Do you remember what 14 

prison you were in? 15 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Central Prison. 16 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Central?  And what did 17 

he tell you? 18 

  MR. JOHNSON:  He didn't tell me 19 

nothing, but I knew who he was.  He said Robert  20 

-- he made a comment one time in passing that 21 

Robert had talked to him about what happened, 22 

whatever.  And I said, "Robert's in jail.  I 23 

seen, I mean, I seen Robert Carmichael in Central 24 

Prison," you know.  "I saw him."  That's when I 25 
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first saw him.  But we didn't ever speak. 1 

  MS. MATOIAN:  So you've never talked 2 

to Robin Carmichael about -- 3 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No. 4 

  MS. MATOIAN:  So when you see him in 5 

prison, the police have come and talk to you 6 

years before that and saying that Robert 7 

Carmichael put your name in a murder and you see 8 

Robert Carmichael in prison, you guys don't talk 9 

about that at all? 10 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Talk about what? 11 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Robin Carmichael putting 12 

your name to murder. 13 

  MR. JOHNSON:  What, me and Robert 14 

Carmichael talk about that? 15 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Have you ever talked to 16 

Robin Carmichael about that? 17 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No.  Why would we? 18 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Because he's locked up 19 

for it and he put your name in it. 20 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No. 21 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  You didn't ask him that? 22 

  MS. MATOIAN:  If someone told the 23 

police that I was involved in a murder and I 24 

wasn't and I saw that person, I would probably 25 
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ask them a few questions. 1 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Not if you thinking 2 

along the lines that he could say you threatening 3 

him or something like that. 4 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 5 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Backing up a little bit, 6 

what did you go to prison for? 7 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I went to prison for 8 

mostly B&Es because my father was a pastor and I 9 

grew up in a very rough life, blasé, blasé, 10 

blasé, and went through all this.   11 

  You have to forgive me.  I'm on 12 

medication and I may talk in circles. 13 

  MS. MATOIAN:  That's okay. 14 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  That's fine. 15 

  MR. JOHNSON:  You know, I try to tell 16 

people that, you know -- 17 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  When you were doing  18 

B&Es -- 19 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I don't remember back 20 

that far, I'm telling you.  What we talking about 21 

now is ancient history. 22 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  I understand.  We've got 23 

to ask the questions and if you don't remember, 24 

that's okay. 25 
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  MS. MATOIAN:  Right. 1 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  But we do have to ask.  2 

Back when you were doing those B&Es, did you ever 3 

do any of those with Robin Carmichael? 4 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No. 5 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Did you know him to be 6 

doing stuff -- 7 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Well, yeah, yeah.  I 8 

think Robert used to -- not doing breaking and 9 

entering, but I think Robert used to do cocaine. 10 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Uh-huh.  Were you doing 11 

cocaine? 12 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah, snorting it.  13 

That's the worst as I've seen him do.  And I seen 14 

Robert have guns.  I knew Rob carried guns. 15 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you guys ever do any 16 

crimes together? 17 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No.  No. 18 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Those B&Es that you did, 19 

did you do those with anybody else or did you 20 

always work alone? 21 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Me and Robert did -- I 22 

think me and Robert did one. 23 

  MS. MATOIAN:  One?  What one was that? 24 

  MR. JOHNSON:  It's been so far back.  25 
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It's probably one. 1 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Can you tell me 2 

about that? 3 

  MR. JOHNSON:  It's been too far back 4 

to remember.  I know -- 5 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Was it at someone's 6 

house?  Was it at a business? 7 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I can't remember. 8 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Did you get 9 

arrested for it? 10 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No.  It wasn't nothing 11 

that serious. 12 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 13 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  I got a couple of 14 

questions about stuff that you just said.  You 15 

mentioned your father was a pastor.  Did you talk 16 

to your father or your stepmother before you 17 

called me?  How did you get my number? 18 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Well, the thing about 19 

it, I want you all to realize and keep this in 20 

mind, what keeps me is I believe in the Lord 21 

Jesus Christ. 22 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Sure. 23 

  MR. JOHNSON:  And I'm not proud of my 24 

past, but what you sow you shall reap.  And I 25 
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will always live by the Bible from here on out. 1 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Sure. 2 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No matter what happens. 3 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Sure. 4 

  MR. JOHNSON:  You know, I have to live 5 

for right now, and I just have to just be open, 6 

and when they call, whatever they call me to do, 7 

I will go. 8 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Yeah.  And I appreciate 9 

you being open.  I was just wondering how did you 10 

get my number when you called me the other day. 11 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Through my mom. 12 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Is that Barbara 13 

Leah? 14 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Barbara Leah. 15 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Okay. 16 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.  Both of them -- 17 

my dad's a pastor. 18 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Right.  Right. 19 

  MR. JOHNSON:  He's the pastor for 20 

(indiscernible). 21 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  And you mentioned a 22 

couple times that you're on medication. 23 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah. 24 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  How does that medication 25 



34 

 

affect you? 1 

  MR. JOHNSON:  It makes me less 2 

impulsive, more serious, thoughtful. 3 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 4 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I've gained a lot of 5 

weight.  I'm HIV positive.  I've been that way 6 

since I was 21, but it changed me. 7 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Sure. 8 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Do you feel like your 9 

medication is helping you? 10 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah. 11 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Good. 12 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  You mentioned being 13 

under some mental healthcare? 14 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah. 15 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Is it medication to help 16 

with your mental health? 17 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.  I get shots. 18 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  You get shots.  What 19 

mental health diagnosis are you being treated 20 

for? 21 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Schizoaffective, I think 22 

that's what they call it. 23 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 24 

  MR. JOHNSON:  You know, they used to 25 
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say it was -- I've been diagnosed with a lot of 1 

different stuff.  I know I can't blame nothing on 2 

that like that.  It's not going to be that.  I 3 

know right from wrong. 4 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Okay.  Well, I 5 

appreciate learning that.   6 

  Do we want to go back into Robin 7 

Carmichael? 8 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Yeah.  So what did the 9 

police, if you can remember, what did the police 10 

say that Robin Carmichael said you did? 11 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I don't want to go into 12 

all that because that's been so long ago.  It's  13 

-- I can only say that the police came and talked 14 

with me, the detectives or whatever the guy's 15 

name.  I don't even -- I can't even remember who 16 

he is.  I looked -- 17 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Did you recognize that 18 

detective?  Had you seen him before? 19 

  MR. JOHNSON:  If I seen him today, I 20 

wouldn't even know who he was, you know.  I know 21 

he came to me and I talked to him.  Pretty much I 22 

was a different person then, you know.  I wasn't 23 

like I am now.  I didn't have God on my side, so 24 

-- we didn't get along good. 25 
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  MS. MATOIAN:  Who, you and the 1 

detective or you and Robin Carmichael? 2 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Well, me and Robert 3 

Carmichael. 4 

  MS. MATOIAN:  So before, you said you 5 

guys had just kind of grown apart, but was  6 

there -- 7 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah. 8 

  MS. MATOIAN:  -- ever animosity 9 

between you two?  Did you two not get along or 10 

did you just grow apart? 11 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Robert was just like any 12 

number of friends I've had over the years when I 13 

was younger.  We all did -- I had friends.  I 14 

broke in places and slept places.  A lot of 15 

places I had broke into I was sleeping in, 16 

something like that, because I was homeless.  17 

Well, I didn't have to be, but my dad loved us so 18 

much that he abused us physically and mentally.   19 

  When I was -- I was on my own when I 20 

was 16 probably and really getting my mother's 21 

check, didn't know what I was doing with it.  I 22 

was out of my mind almost, you know.  I'd get it 23 

every month and I ain't nothing but 16, 17 years 24 

old in my own apartment, don't know what I'm 25 
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doing.  That's the way my life was. 1 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Uh-huh. 2 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Sounds like that was 3 

tough. 4 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah. 5 

  MS. MATOIAN:  I'm sorry you went 6 

through that. 7 

  MR. JOHNSON:  But I thought it was 8 

fun. 9 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 10 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I thought it was fun. 11 

  MS. MATOIAN:  To a point, right? 12 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.  Yeah. 13 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  When you were breaking 14 

in places to sleep, what kind of places was that? 15 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Warehouses, old 16 

buildings, like I've been caught in warehouses, 17 

stuff like that. 18 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Was it ever a house 19 

where people lived? 20 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yes.  I've -- I have one 21 

of them.  I think I have one of them, but all my 22 

life I've been doing B&Es. 23 

  MS. MATOIAN:  What happened when you 24 

broke into that house? 25 
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  MR. JOHNSON:  I got my butt beat, I 1 

think. 2 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Was someone in there? 3 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.  An old man was in 4 

there and kicked my butt because I was drunk. 5 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Did you get arrested for 6 

that? 7 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.  I think I was on 8 

LSD then. 9 

  MS. MATOIAN:  You don't think you 10 

broke into anyone else's house? 11 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah -- no.  Yeah.  12 

Yeah.  Yeah, sure have, but I don't want to get 13 

caught up in all that.  That's a whole -- the 14 

fact that I did it a long time ago, they could 15 

probably come back and hold me, too. 16 

  MS. MATOIAN:  When you were breaking 17 

into places, what area of town were you breaking 18 

into? 19 

  MR. JOHNSON:  You know, grocery 20 

stores. 21 

  MS. MATOIAN:  But was it all around 22 

Patterson Avenue where you were living? 23 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No.  No.  Patterson 24 

Avenue is just my -- where my grandmother lived.  25 
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My father lived in Easton, and I knew everybody 1 

on the east side and over there, too. 2 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Where was that? 3 

  MR. JOHNSON:  You know, when Sammy 4 

Mitchell, met you, you remember when Sammy 5 

Mitchell and Darryl Hunt and all them -- 6 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Yes. 7 

  MR. JOHNSON:  -- when that was going 8 

on and all of that? 9 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Yes, sir. 10 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah. 11 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you know Sammy Hunt, 12 

or Sammy Mitchell? 13 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.  Sammy Mitchell's 14 

mother knew my grandmother before she died.  She 15 

-- my grandmother's dead now.  I lived with my 16 

grandmother.  She was the rock. 17 

  MS. MATOIAN:  She was special to you? 18 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yes. 19 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Were you -- would you 20 

say Sammy Mitchell was a friend of yours? 21 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.   22 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Were you just 23 

(indiscernible)? 24 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I was a childhood 25 
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(indiscernible) with Sammy Mitchell.  He just was 1 

somebody everybody knew.  I know a lot of people 2 

who know Sammy Mitchell to this day.  In South 3 

Carolina, they no longer live -- 4 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Sure. 5 

  MR. JOHNSON:  You know.  You knew who 6 

he was. 7 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you ever see him in 8 

prison? 9 

  MR. JOHNSON:  My daddy knows Sammy 10 

Mitchell.  Huh? 11 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you ever see Sammy 12 

Mitchell when you were in prison? 13 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.  Yeah. 14 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you know what he was 15 

in there for? 16 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.  Yeah.  But I 17 

didn't know the details.   18 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  What did you know about 19 

that? 20 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Deborah Sykes, Deborah 21 

Sykes murder, she -- no, that was Darryl Hunt. 22 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Uh-huh. 23 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Sammy Mitchell was in 24 

there for some old man hitting him with an ax or 25 
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something. 1 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you know anything 2 

about that? 3 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No.  I don't know 4 

nothing about that. 5 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Did Sammy say anything 6 

about that? 7 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No.  No.  Sammy -- I -- 8 

you know, we weren't tight like that, you know.  9 

It's a different world of drugs and you can't 10 

trust nobody in there.  And I'm -- you know, back 11 

then it was a different time. 12 

  See, I kind of like come into age in 13 

prison, you see, even though I didn't have to 14 

stay in there, I still came up in prison.  I 15 

spent most of my life -- because I was doing dumb 16 

crimes, getting caught sleeping in places, 17 

churches and stuff like this, getting caught 18 

sleeping. 19 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Uh-huh. 20 

  MR. JOHNSON:  You know, and then -- 21 

and, you know, it just go to the point, you know,  22 

it was just a -- you know -- you know, I was a 23 

boy.  My father was there for me.  He would catch 24 

me scooched down and do this and that probably, 25 
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but he couldn't, you know -- we didn't know each 1 

other. 2 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Right. 3 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I didn't meet my dad 4 

until I was, Lord Jesus, I didn't meet my dad 5 

until I was probably about 12.  That's when I met 6 

my father. 7 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Okay.  And what 8 

did you say -- where did your dad live?  You said 9 

East something. 10 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Easton. 11 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Easton. 12 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Easton.  Is that -- how 13 

do you spell that? 14 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I don't know how to 15 

spell that. 16 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 17 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Probably how it sounds. 18 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  All right.  I'll do my 19 

best. 20 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Easton. 21 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Thank you. 22 

  MS. MATOIAN:  That's still in Winston-23 

Salem, though, right?  Just a different area than 24 

the Patterson Avenue area? 25 
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  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.  Yeah.  Yes. 1 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 2 

  MR. JOHNSON:  It's -- they call it the 3 

south side. 4 

  MS. MATOIAN:  South side, okay. 5 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 6 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I think it's the south 7 

side. 8 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Did you know -- I know 9 

you said Robin Carmichael carried a gun.  Did you 10 

know him to be violent with anyone ever? 11 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Well, Robert, you didn't 12 

have to say yeah.  Robert would get violent if he 13 

-- he just like anybody else.  He was a man, you 14 

know.  He was a young man. 15 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Fair enough. 16 

  MR. JOHNSON:  He was a quiet man, but 17 

he did get mad. 18 

  MS. MATOIAN:  If you got him mad? 19 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah. 20 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  But when he was 21 

carrying around that gun and he was committing 22 

crimes, did you ever know him to commit a violent 23 

crime against anyone? 24 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No.  Robert carried that 25 
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gun for protection. 1 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  What did he need 2 

protection from? 3 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I don't know, but he 4 

just started carrying that gun just like there's 5 

a guy named Greg Johnson.  He was one of my best 6 

friends, too.  Greg Johnson, he used to carry 7 

guns, too, but you know, I don't know if he's 8 

dead or still alive.  He's Winston-Salem, too, 9 

but we went to school together. 10 

  You know, there's so many different 11 

people I could tell you about. 12 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Were -- was Robin 13 

Carmichael part of, for lack of a better word, a 14 

gang or did he run around by himself? 15 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No.  There was no gangs 16 

around here. 17 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 18 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I was waiting for them 19 

gangs.  There was no gangs here. 20 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 21 

  MR. JOHNSON:  You'd go in prison and 22 

then Mickey Mouse get in prison, get out pretty 23 

much all right, but now it's a whole different 24 

world.  These gangs and stuff, it's not a pretty 25 
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sight. 1 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Since the police came 2 

and talked to you about Blanche Bryson, has 3 

anyone else come and talk to you about Blanche 4 

Bryson before us? 5 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No.  It's the only one 6 

that came.  That officer came back there when I 7 

was like 21. 8 

  MS. MATOIAN:  And you're saying today 9 

that you know nothing about the murder of a woman 10 

named Blanche Bryson; is that correct? 11 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No, I don't know nothing 12 

about it.  And if I'm trying to recall -- well, I 13 

know about it. 14 

  MS. MATOIAN:  What do you know about 15 

it? 16 

  MR. JOHNSON:  From the officer, what 17 

the officer told me. 18 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Do you remember what he 19 

told you? 20 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I don't remember exactly 21 

what he told me, but I know she got murdered. 22 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Did you ever -- 23 

did you know anyone who lived on Gilmer Avenue? 24 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Gilmer. 25 
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  MS. MATOIAN:  Uh-huh. 1 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  There's a little park 2 

there on Gilmer Avenue. 3 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Gilmer Avenue. 4 

  MS. MATOIAN:  I might have -- 5 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I thought many people 6 

lived over there.  We grew up over there. 7 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  If we say Gilmer Avenue, 8 

can you -- you know that street? 9 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I know where you're 10 

talking about, yeah.  I used to live up there 11 

close by around there.  I had a lot of friends up 12 

there. 13 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Number 14 has two 14 

versions of the same map, but it seems like 15 

Gilmer is right up here.  Did you know who 16 

Blanche Bryson was?  She had worked in the 17 

cafeteria at one of the schools, older woman. 18 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Blanche Bryson? 19 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Uh-huh. 20 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No.  I remember a 21 

picture in the paper. 22 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Was that after she was 23 

killed? 24 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah. 25 
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  MS. MATOIAN:  So you knew about the 1 

murder before the police, like you knew she had 2 

been killed because you saw it in the paper? 3 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I remember when they 4 

brought it to my attention because I remember my 5 

uncle had it on the table. 6 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  What was your 7 

uncle's name? 8 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Buck, he's dead now. 9 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Buck, okay.  So you just 10 

heard about it from seeing it in the news? 11 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah. 12 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Did your uncle 13 

know her? 14 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No. 15 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Did you know her? 16 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No. 17 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Had you ever been -- and 18 

she lived at 2705 Gilmer Avenue.  Had you ever 19 

been in that house? 20 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No. 21 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Did you ever have any 22 

reason to be in that house? 23 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Let me be real with you.  24 

I know about this situation. 25 
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  MS. MATOIAN:  Uh-huh. 1 

  MR. JOHNSON:  You hear -- I believe in 2 

the Lord Jesus Christ.  I know about this 3 

situation. 4 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Will you tell us what 5 

you know? 6 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah, but I need to have 7 

some assurances.  We can go ahead and get me on  8 

-- up the road and I can tell you what happened.  9 

You can go ahead and tell them to get me because 10 

I don't know how I would take it.  I don't think 11 

I can stay here, you know.  I don't think I can 12 

handle it.  I have to go ahead and do what I got 13 

to do to get me off the street. 14 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  What is it that you 15 

can't handle? 16 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No.  I'm saying -- I 17 

just told you, I know about this situation, but I 18 

need some civil assurances. 19 

  MS. MATOIAN:  What kind of assurances 20 

are you talking about? 21 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I need to go ahead and  22 

-- I don't -- I need to go ahead and get locked 23 

up. 24 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Why do you need to be 25 
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locked up? 1 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Because I know about 2 

this situation. 3 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Can you tell me what you 4 

know? 5 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yes.  I know Robert 6 

Carmichael. 7 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 8 

  MR. JOHNSON:  We grew up together.  We 9 

was kids, 16, 17, 18.  Went to school together.  10 

And one night I was homeless.  I was homeless, 11 

too.  This -- I was homeless and, you know, he 12 

never knew when I was homeless or when I wasn't 13 

because I didn't carry myself like a homeless 14 

person. 15 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 16 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Uh-huh. 17 

  MR. JOHNSON:  And I knew so many 18 

people who give me a hand when my daddy would 19 

swoop down and help me, but it just -- if 20 

anything got that bad, I would just get the money 21 

and -- from my mother's death, you know, each 22 

month and spend it up and running the streets.  23 

And sometimes I didn't have a place to stay.  And 24 

I came over to his house one night, Robert 25 



50 

 

Carmichael, and -- well, no, I was walking.  I 1 

was on LSD that night and stuff. 2 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Uh-huh. 3 

  MR. JOHNSON:  And I was coherent, you 4 

know.  I knew what I was doing.  I was looking 5 

around.  I was hungry.  I was looking around in 6 

the house of that street, Gilmer -- 7 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Yes, sir. 8 

  MR. JOHNSON:  -- and something told 9 

me, a voice told me to go check that house.  10 

There weren't no car in the driveway, nothing in 11 

the driveway.  I went to the house and I opened 12 

the door.  I don't know how it was open, why it 13 

was open, what it was doing open, but it was 14 

open.  I went in it. 15 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Was that a front door? 16 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Front door.  I was -- 17 

went in.  Nobody was there.  I could tell nobody 18 

was there and I closed the door behind me and 19 

started looking around.  Before I know it, I 20 

heard a car coming in the driveway and this Ms. 21 

Bryson comes in and surprises me, and I choked 22 

her out. 23 

  MS. MATOIAN:  With your hand? 24 

  MR. JOHNSON:  With my arm.  I don't 25 
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know, I think I put some cord around her.  I 1 

can't remember.  I just had nightmares from 2 

there.  I've been having nightmares.  It's 3 

haunted me, haunted me.  I knew the day would 4 

come.  I left.  The day was just going too fast, 5 

doom, doom, doom, bell, and I'm hearing these 6 

voices, so everything's spinning around, so I was 7 

looking around real quick.  I grabbed -- I think 8 

I grabbed some money out of her purse, and I 9 

think -- it's been so long ago.  I think I left 10 

and got her car key.  Got her car keys, went in 11 

the car, and drove out.  And there was a car 12 

wanting to go fast, but it wouldn't go fast, and 13 

I wouldn't let it go fast because I didn't know 14 

how to drive.  So finally, he backed up and I 15 

left, went to Robert Carmichael's house.  I told 16 

him what I had done and told him we needed to go 17 

back to see if we can find any more money.  And 18 

then at that time, I thought she was probably 19 

still just laying there knocked out or something.  20 

And all the time I was just spinning, but I'm 21 

coherent, you know.  I'm telling him to, "Make 22 

sure you wipe your prints off."  I say, "You know 23 

what's going to happen."  And we went back to the 24 

house.  After I picked him up, he jumped in and 25 
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went back to her house and I say, "Go in.  You go 1 

in this time.  I'm just going to keep the car 2 

running."  And he went in, stayed there a few 3 

minutes, then he come out.  It wasn't a few 4 

minutes, but probably a minute.  Just seemed 5 

long, but he went in there and I -- then he came 6 

back out, jumped in.  And that's when I seen he 7 

had -- seen that he had the little bag.  But I 8 

had moved that bag. 9 

  MS. MATOIAN:  The first time you were 10 

in the house? 11 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah. 12 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.   13 

  MR. JOHNSON:  And that's how I know he 14 

had it.  Basically, he just picked it up after I 15 

had it.   16 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you recall if you 17 

were wearing gloves that day? 18 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Huh? 19 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you remember if you 20 

were wearing gloves that day? 21 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I don't know if I was 22 

wearing gloves.  I know -- all I know is this, I 23 

was on that LSD and it was just flying. 24 

  MS. MATOIAN:  And the first time you 25 
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went to the house you were there by yourself, 1 

right, when she surprised you? 2 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah. 3 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  And then you came 4 

back with Robin Carmichael? 5 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah. 6 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Were you wearing a hat 7 

that night? 8 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I don't know. 9 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Did you have a brown 10 

hat? 11 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I don't know.  I don't 12 

remember. 13 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Does Robin Carmichael 14 

have a brown hat? 15 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I don't remember.  It's 16 

been so long ago. 17 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Did you know that she 18 

was dead when you left the house? 19 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I don't even remember if 20 

it happened in the summertime or the wintertime. 21 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Have you ever told 22 

anyone else about this? 23 

  MR. JOHNSON:  God. 24 

  MS. MATOIAN:  God.  But you kept it to 25 
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yourself all these years? 1 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Been driving me crazy. 2 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Yeah. 3 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I knew -- I ain't no 4 

serial killer, but I overreacted.  She just 5 

surprised me, you know.  I put her in a choke 6 

hold.  I didn't think I was going to kill her or 7 

nothing, and I put the thing around her neck.  I 8 

don't know why the hell I did that. 9 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Do you remember where 10 

you got that? 11 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No.  Don't know where I 12 

got it.  I knew that -- I told -- I had a chance 13 

to tell my story to God. 14 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Uh-huh. 15 

  MR. JOHNSON:  But he wouldn't allow me 16 

to turn myself in.  My father's a pastor. 17 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Uh-huh. 18 

  MR. JOHNSON:  And I was a boy.  I 19 

would never in a thousand years since I've been 20 

30 years old.  Ain't no way. 21 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Did you know that -- 22 

  MR. JOHNSON:  But it's over. 23 

  MS. MATOIAN:  -- somebody was in -- is 24 

in prison for that crime, that Merritt Williams 25 
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Drayton is in prison for that crime? 1 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I thought it was Robert 2 

Carmichael. 3 

  MS. MATOIAN:  He was, too. 4 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  There were two people 5 

that went to prison for this. 6 

  MS. MATOIAN:  But Merritt -- 7 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I don't know who the 8 

other one is.  All I know Robert Carmichael. 9 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Merritt Williams was 10 

convicted a few years before Robin Carmichael 11 

was.  Did you know that someone else was -- 12 

  MR. JOHNSON:  But his DNA ain't on 13 

there, is it? 14 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  We can't say because -- 15 

  MS. MATOIAN:  I can't talk about our 16 

investigation. 17 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  -- it's a confidential 18 

investigation. 19 

  MS. MATOIAN:  But I'm just asking if 20 

you knew that this man has been in prison for 21 

that crime? 22 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No, I wasn't aware.  I 23 

thought Robert Carmichael was the one, but I 24 

didn't know nothing about this other -- 25 
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  MR. ZIEGLER:  As far as you know, was 1 

there anyone other than you or Robert Carmichael, 2 

Robin Carmichael, who went in the house that 3 

night? 4 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Somebody went in after I 5 

came out. 6 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  As far as you know -- 7 

  MR. JOHNSON:  As far as I know, unless 8 

he went back. 9 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Do you remember 10 

what -- you told us that when you went back, you 11 

stayed in the car and Robert -- Robin Carmichael 12 

went in the house; is that correct? 13 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Who? 14 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  When you came back -- 15 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I stayed back and Robin 16 

come in. 17 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  When he came back and 18 

got in the car, do you remember what happened 19 

next? 20 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No.  I just got -- 21 

pulled the car out.  The car was pulled in and I 22 

waited it out until it backed out of the way and 23 

I got -- went over. 24 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Where did you go? 25 
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  MR. JOHNSON:  We went up to Bloom 1 

Park, behind there, parked the car, wiped the car 2 

down, and we left and went over Robert's house.  3 

Then smoked cocaine.  We went over this liquor 4 

house called Kirk's. 5 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you talk about what 6 

had happened? 7 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah. 8 

  MS. MATOIAN:  What did you guys say to 9 

each other? 10 

  MR. JOHNSON:  We really wasn't taking 11 

it seriously. 12 

  MS. MATOIAN:  No? 13 

  MR. JOHNSON:  We knew that only me and 14 

him knew, you know.  He knew.  We didn't say 15 

nothing else about it. 16 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you know that Ms. 17 

Bryson was dead? 18 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I didn't know she was 19 

dead.  I thought she was just passed out, but 20 

this -- that don't sound right because I remember 21 

I put a cord around her neck for about two or 22 

three seconds, so I don't know how 23 

(indiscernible) supposedly.  I don't know what I 24 

was doing.  I wasn't -- I kind of figured she was 25 
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still alive.  I didn't really know she was dead 1 

because it didn't take long.  She didn't put up 2 

much of a fight, and it didn't take long to -- 3 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Did she -- 4 

  MR. JOHNSON:  She didn't suffer at 5 

all. 6 

  MS. MATOIAN:  -- say anyting to you 7 

when she came in the house? 8 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No.  It was just she had 9 

her back turned and I looked out of her bedroom I 10 

was looking, and then she put -- she was putting 11 

-- she was turning around, and that's when I 12 

choked her.  And she put up a little fight and 13 

she just went out.   14 

  I don't know how the hell a man can 15 

forget something like that.  You can't -- I 16 

talked to my dad. 17 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Uh-huh.  About this? 18 

  MR. JOHNSON:  About life. 19 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Uh-huh. 20 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Have you ever told your 21 

dad about this? 22 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No. 23 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Have you ever told 24 

anyone about this? 25 
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  MR. JOHNSON:  Not yet. 1 

  MS. MATOIAN:  We appreciate you coming 2 

out -- 3 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  I know this is 4 

difficult.  We appreciate you talking to us. 5 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I've had a lot of time 6 

to think about this, this moment.  I never 7 

thought it would be -- come for real, but when 8 

that DNA came around, you know.  I did get 9 

scratched, though.  I think she raised back and 10 

scratched me. 11 

  MS. MATOIAN:  She scratched you?  Was 12 

-- I know you said you and Mr. Carmichael talked 13 

about it later that night.  You weren't really 14 

taking it seriously.  Did you ever talk about it 15 

again? 16 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No. 17 

  MS. MATOIAN:  When you said you went 18 

over -- when you took her car and went over to 19 

Mr. Carmichael's house, what did you tell him 20 

that had happened? 21 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I told him that I had 22 

broken into her house and the woman in there, 23 

she's knocked out.  And I remember telling him 24 

there's a woman in there and he can go in there 25 
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and see if he can get -- steal some more, what 1 

else -- whatever he can get out of there.  And me 2 

and Robert Carmichael went back over there and he 3 

didn't stay long, which I can understand.  That's 4 

why I didn't get mad at him when he came right 5 

back out. 6 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Were you still driving 7 

and he was in the passenger seat? 8 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I was driving. 9 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 10 

  MR. JOHNSON:  But he got back in.  11 

When he got back in, we just pulled out. 12 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Do you recall trying to 13 

move the TV? 14 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No. 15 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Did Mr. Carmichael say 16 

anything to you about a TV? 17 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Unless somebody came 18 

back and moved it.  No. 19 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Why didn't you go back 20 

in when you went back?  When Mr. Carmichael went 21 

in, why did you stay in the car? 22 

  MR. JOHNSON:  The car was a handful 23 

for me, you know, so I was just making sure I was 24 

under the control of the car because it was a 25 
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handful and I told him to go back in there.  1 

Maybe he could find some money, something small, 2 

something like that. 3 

  MS. MATOIAN:  About how much money did 4 

you get out of her purse; do you remember? 5 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Maybe $100. 6 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Did you use that to go 7 

buy cocaine later? 8 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah. 9 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.   10 

  MR. JOHNSON:  And Robert did. 11 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Did you two -- when you 12 

guys fell out, did you fall out after this? 13 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No.  We never did. 14 

  MS. MATOIAN:  No?  You were still 15 

friends for a while? 16 

  MR. JOHNSON:  We just grew apart. 17 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Never talked about this 18 

again? 19 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No. 20 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Do you remember anything 21 

other than money you took from her house? 22 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Nothing else.  That's 23 

it, and the trinkets. 24 

  MS. MATOIAN:  The trinkets that were 25 
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in the bag? 1 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah. 2 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Did you smoke cigarettes 3 

at the time? 4 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah. 5 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Do you remember smoking 6 

cigarettes at the time? 7 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No. 8 

  MS. MATOIAN:  No?  What brand did you 9 

smoke? 10 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Probably two or three 11 

different kinds.  I like Backwoods cigars, 12 

chewing tobacco, Newports, Cools.  I was smoking 13 

all different types of stuff. 14 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Thinking about the -- 15 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I don't smoke no more. 16 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Thinking about being in 17 

that car, what do you -- do you remember there 18 

being objects in the car like things that 19 

belonged to Ms. Bryson? 20 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No. 21 

  MS. MATOIAN:  No?   22 

  MR. JOHNSON:  We didn't even go in the 23 

trunk. 24 

  MS. MATOIAN:  I'm going to show you -- 25 
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and I put -- 1 

  MR. JOHNSON:  How long is this going 2 

to take to go through and they contact me? 3 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Who's going to contact 4 

you? 5 

  MR. JOHNSON:  The police. 6 

  MS. MATOIAN:  So the Commission is 7 

investigating Mr. Williams' claim, and that's the 8 

only thing that we're doing, so I can't say what 9 

the police are or are not going to do. 10 

  This is Number 15.  Do you recognize 11 

that? 12 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.  Yeah.  Yeah. 13 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Is that the car that you 14 

took from her? 15 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Looks like it. 16 

  MS. MATOIAN:  See that piece of 17 

clothing off to the side, do you remember that? 18 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Might have been 19 

something we was wiping off the car with. 20 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Did you know 21 

whose house that was when you went into it? 22 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No. 23 

  MS. MATOIAN:  You said something just 24 

told you to go into that house and you didn't see 25 
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a car outside? 1 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No.  I just looked at 2 

it, didn't see a car.  It looked dark, and 3 

something told me to go to it and I went to it 4 

and opened the screen door, tried the lock, the 5 

lock/doorknob, and it came open. 6 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Other than her purse, do 7 

you remember touching anything else in the house, 8 

the purse and the cord? 9 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I don't remember.  It 10 

was going so fast.  I was coherent to a certain 11 

degree, but I was on LSD because I don't remember 12 

taking not much of nothing. 13 

  MS. MATOIAN:  What would -- when you 14 

took LSD, how did it usually make you act? 15 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Just made things more 16 

vivid, hallucinate.  The kids don't do that stuff 17 

now, the LSD.  They want something quick.  But 18 

back then, that's what we was doing. 19 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you remember if you 20 

were hallucinating that night? 21 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.  And I heard the 22 

voice tell me the door was open, I mean, that 23 

door was open and nobody was home. 24 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  At the time you and 25 



65 

 

Robin Carmichael got arrested for this, I think 1 

if I recall from what you had told us, you were 2 

in like a U-camp when the police came and talked 3 

to you; is that right? 4 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah. 5 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you know -- did you 6 

hear about Robin Carmichael getting arrested for 7 

this? 8 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No.  I didn't know 9 

anything about it. 10 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Until the police came 11 

and talked to you? 12 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah. 13 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.   14 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  And what were you 15 

thinking when they came to you and told you about 16 

Robin Carmichael? 17 

  MR. JOHNSON:  That he was in prison. 18 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Were you scared when you 19 

found out that he brought your name up? 20 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No. 21 

  MS. MATOIAN:  I mean, did you think 22 

that they were going to arrest you at that time? 23 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah. 24 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Were you surprised when 25 
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they didn't? 1 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah. 2 

  MS. MATOIAN:  This is 16.  Do you 3 

recognize that glove? 4 

  MR. JOHNSON:  There ain't no way I 5 

could remember that right there. 6 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.   7 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I don't even remember 8 

even having on a glove. 9 

  MS. MATOIAN:  When you went to Mr. 10 

Carmichael's house, did you tell him that your 11 

old lady and another man had jumped you? 12 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Huh? 13 

  MS. MATOIAN:  When you went to Robin 14 

Carmichael's house that night, did you tell him 15 

that your girlfriend and another man had jumped 16 

you and that you needed to go get your TV? 17 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No. 18 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Were you bleeding from 19 

your lip? 20 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No. 21 

  MS. MATOIAN:  No?  You think.  You 22 

think Ms. Bryson scratched you in the back of 23 

your head.  That's what you said earlier, right? 24 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Right.  Yeah, somewhere 25 
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around there. 1 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Were you bleeding at 2 

all; do you remember? 3 

  MR. JOHNSON:  That's the only thing I 4 

remember.  I remember I had some scratches the 5 

next day. 6 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Did anyone else notice 7 

those scratches or mention those to you? 8 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No.  There weren't 9 

really a lot. 10 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So you didn't 11 

tell Mr. Carmichael that someone had jumped you 12 

and you needed to go get your stuff from a 13 

girlfriend's house? 14 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No. 15 

  MS. MATOIAN:  No.  And when you went 16 

back, you went inside, or, I'm sorry, Mr. 17 

Carmichael went inside, not you? 18 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.  He went inside. 19 

  MS. MATOIAN:  If Mr. Carmichael said 20 

you went inside when you got back and he stayed 21 

outside, would that be true? 22 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Well, like I said, as 23 

far as I'm willing to go, and all I've been 24 

thinking about this the whole time, I'm ready to 25 
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go all the way with the Lord.  That's it. 1 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 2 

  MR. JOHNSON:  You know, I know what 3 

I'm facing, and you know, I've been thinking 4 

about this.  I just wish I had a little more time 5 

because I know this is going to hit like 6 

wildfire.  Just one more day. 7 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Well, we appreciate you 8 

speaking with us today.  Have you told us the 9 

truth as best as you can remember it? 10 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.  Yes.  This 11 

disposition (sic), make sure I keep that 12 

appointment. 13 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Yeah.  And we -- do we 14 

have your number so we can call -- I know it's 15 

about a month away -- 16 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah. 17 

  MS. MATOIAN:  -- so we can call and 18 

remind you and see if you need a ride.   19 

  We appreciate you talking with us.  I 20 

know that was difficult for you, Mr. Johnson.  Do 21 

you have any questions for me before your 22 

deposition? 23 

  MR. JOHNSON:  I'm all right. 24 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Is there anything else 25 



69 

 

you think I should know before the deposition? 1 

  MR. JOHNSON:  No.   2 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 3 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Again, we are the North 4 

Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission.  We're a 5 

neutral agency, so are not law enforcement and we 6 

do not make arrests.  We do not charge people. 7 

  MS. MATOIAN:  All we are doing is 8 

investigating Merritt Williams Drayton. 9 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Could you all tell me 10 

when they want me to turn myself in? 11 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  So any decision like 12 

that is going to be coming from those agencies. 13 

  MS. MATOIAN:  And I don't know that 14 

they would even tell us. 15 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Right. 16 

  MR. JOHNSON:  So when this is going to 17 

(indiscernible)? 18 

  MS. MATOIAN:  I can't say.  I don't 19 

know. 20 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Yeah.  I'd give you 21 

answers if I could. 22 

  MS. MATOIAN:  If we had them, but we 23 

just don't know because that's -- we're not law 24 

enforcement, so that -- those decisions are up to 25 
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them, and I don't know how much law enforcement 1 

would involve us in those decisions, if that 2 

makes sense. 3 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Right.  So like 4 

Catherine said, those decisions are up to law 5 

enforcement. 6 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Here, why don't you keep 7 

my card.  You've got mine and -- that way you 8 

have mine and Brian's. 9 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  As far as we leave this 10 

here today, I'm planning on calling your cell 11 

phone to get in touch about seeing you on May 12 

2nd.  I don't know what other people, other law 13 

enforcement or whoever might do in between then, 14 

but as of right now -- 15 

  MR. JOHNSON:  They'll be hearing about 16 

that, though, right? 17 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  Yes. 18 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah. 19 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  And as of right now, 20 

we're going to leave it and I'm going to get in 21 

touch with you and we'll give you a ride if you 22 

need one on May 2nd or whatever, but other 23 

agencies may intervene in the meantime.  I think 24 

you understand that -- 25 
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  MR. JOHNSON:  Okay. 1 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  -- but that's not our 2 

decision. 3 

  MS. MATOIAN:  So our investigation is 4 

going to proceed. 5 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Why don't you just tell 6 

them to come to my house around 3:00, they can 7 

get me? 8 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  I appreciate you being 9 

honest with us, so -- 10 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Thank you. 11 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  We've got your contact, 12 

and I know you've got your classes until the 13 

afternoon. 14 

  MS. MATOIAN:  Thank you, Mr. Johnson. 15 

  MR. ZIEGLER:  It was nice to meet you, 16 

sir.  I appreciate your time. 17 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Thank you.  All right. 18 

  MS. MATOIAN:  It was nice to meet you. 19 

  MR. JOHNSON:  Thank you. 20 

(The recorded interview concluded.) 21 
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CERTIFICATION OF TRANSCRIPT 

  This is to certify that the 7` pages of this 

transcript of the recorded interview of Darren Johnson was 

taken on March 19, 2019, is a true and accurate transcript 

to the best of my ability. 

  I further certify that I am not counsel for nor 

related to any party or attorney, nor am I interested in 

the results of this action. 

  This is the 28th day of March, 2019. 

 

       

      ___________________________ 

      GLORIA VEILLEUX 

      Notary Public 
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Item Tested Results 

Fingernail scrapings 
of Victim 

1987 Crime Lab Testing 

 6/8/1987: Fiber examination. No associations made with Williams’ 
toboggan collected from the jail or the fiber samples from Williams’ 
apartment. 

 
2018 Bode Cellmark Forensics Testing 

 8/2/2018: STR DNA mixture profile developed consistent with a 
mixture of two individuals, including at least one male. Merritt 
Williams and Robbin Carmichael excluded as contributors.  

 
2018 NC State Crime Lab CODIS Determination 

 9/7/2018: Bode mixture profile uploaded to CODIS database with 
negative results.  

 
2019 Clement Consulting Comparisons 

 4/4/2019: Darren Johnson cannot be excluded as a contributor to 
the STR DNA mixture profile from Bode. Terry Smith and Lester 
Davis are excluded as contributors.  

 Statistics: The probability of randomly selected an unrelated 
individual who would be included as a contributor to the DNA 
mixture found on the fingernail scrapings at the 12 loci is:  
- 1 in 2,500,000,000 for the Caucasian population 
- 1 in 71,000,000 for the African American population 
- 1 in 580,000,000 for the Hispanic population 

 
NOTE: The Commission does not have a DNA standard for the Victim.  

Velour Bag 
Containing Gold 
Necklace Collected 
from Carmichael (.03) 

2018 DNA Labs International Testing 

 12/28/2018: STR DNA mixture profile developed that is consistent 
with a mixture of at least two individuals, including at least one 
male. Williams was excluded as a contributor. Carmichael could not 
be excluded as a contributor.  

 
2019 DNA Labs International Testing 

 4/22/2019: Johnson, Davis, and Smith excluded as contributors to this 
mixture.  

Winston 100 
Cigarette Butt from 
Victim’s Car (4.6) 

2019 Sorenson Forensics Testing 

 3/28/2019: Partial STR DNA profile developed. This DNA profile 
matches the profile developed for Robbin Carmichael. Williams, 
Johnson, Davis, and Smith are excluded as the sources of this DNA 
profile.  
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Item Tested Results 

Overnight Bag from 
Victim’s Car 

2018 Sorenson Forensics Testing 

 12/20/2018: STR DNA mixture profile developed consistent with at 
least three contributors, including at least two males. This mixture 
was inconclusive.  

 
2019 Sorenson Forensics Testing 

 3/28/2019: Y-STR DNA mixture profile developed consistent with at 
least four male contributors. Due to the complexity of this mixture, 
this mixture is inconclusive.  

 
2019 Clement Consulting Comparison 

 5/13/2019: Williams, Carmichael, Johnson, Davis, and Smith are 
excluded as contributors to the Y-STR profile.  

Makeup Bag from 
Victim’s Home 

2019 Sorenson Forensics Testing 

 3/28/2019: Y-STR DNA mixture profile developed consistent with at 
least two male contributors. This mixture is inconclusive.  

 
2019 Clement Consulting Comparison 

 5/13/2019: Williams, Carmichael, Johnson, Davis, and Smith are 
excluded as contributors to the Y-STR profile.  

Black Glove Found On 
NE Bedroom Floor of 
Victim’s Home 

1987 Crime Lab Testing 

 6/8/1987: Fiber examination. No associations made with Williams’ 
toboggan collected from the jail or the fiber samples from Williams’ 
apartment. 

 
2018 Bode Cellmark Forensics Testing 

 8/2/2018: STR DNA mixture profile developed consistent with three 
or more individuals, including at least one male. Due to the 
possibility of allelic dropout, no conclusions could be made.  

 
2018 DNA Labs International Testing 

 12/28/2018: Testing using the extracts from Bode to conduct 
probabilistic genotyping (STRMix). STR DNA mixture profile 
developed consistent with a mixture of at least three individuals, 
including at least one male. Although the lab did not exclude 
Carmichael and Williams, the STRMix software failed to produce 
results that supported Carmichael and Williams as contributors to 
the mixture. 

 
2019 DNA Labs International Testing 

 4/22/2019: Johnson and Davis excluded as contributors to the 
DNALI mixture profile. Although the lab did not exclude Smith, the 
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Item Tested Results 

STRMix software failed to produce results that supported Smith as a 
contributor to the mixture. 
 

2019 Clement Consulting Comparisons 

 4/4/2019: Bode mixture profile is suitable for exclusionary purposes. 
Johnson, Davis, and Smith are excluded as contributors to this 
mixture.  

 5/13/2019: Williams and Carmichael are excluded as contributors to 
the Bode mixture profile.  

 5/13/2019: The DNALI mixture profile is similar to the Bode mixture 
profile. The STRMix software failed to produce results for the DNALI 
mixture profile that supported a base conclusion that Williams, 
Carmichael, and Smith were actual contributors.  

Velour Bag 
Containing Gold 
Necklace Collected 
from Carmichael (.01) 

2018 DNA Labs International Testing 

 12/28/2018: STR DNA mixture profile developed that is consistent 
with a mixture of at least four individuals, including at least one 
male contributor. Due to the complex nature of this profile, it is 
inconclusive for comparison purposes.  

 
2019 Clement Consulting Comparison 

 5/13/2019: Concurs with DNALI that mixture is too complex for 
comparison. 

Velour Bag 
Containing Gold 
Necklace Collected 
from Carmichael (.02) 

2018 DNA Labs International Testing 

 12/28/2018: Due to limited nature of DNA obtained, the profile was 
inconclusive for comparison purposes. NOTE: profile only developed 
at one loci. 

 
2019 Clement Consulting Comparison 

 5/13/2019: Concurs with DNALI that mixture is too limited for 
comparison. 

Velour Bag 
Containing Silver 
Necklace Collected 
from Carmichael (.04) 

2018 DNA Labs International Testing 

 12/28/2018: STR DNA mixture profile developed that is consistent 
with a mixture of at least three individuals, including at least one 
male. Due to complex nature of DNA obtained, the profile was 
inconclusive for comparison purposes. 

 
2019 Clement Consulting Comparison 

 5/13/2019: Concurs with DNALI that profile is too complex for 
comparison. 
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Item Tested Results 

Velour Bag 
Containing Silver 
Hoop Earring 
Collected from 
Carmichael (.05) 

2018 DNA Labs International Testing 

 12/28/2018: STR DNA profile developed that is consistent with at 
least one contributor. Due to the complex nature of this DNA profile, 
it is inconclusive for comparison purposes.  

 
2019 Clement Consulting Comparison 

 5/13/2019: Concurs with DNALI that profile is inconclusive because 
it is too limited for comparison purposes. 

Two (2) China Plates 
from Victim’s Car 

2018 Sorenson Forensics Testing 

 12/20/2018: No male DNA detected. No further testing conducted.  

Shawl from Victim’s 
Car 

2018 Sorenson Forensics Testing 

 12/20/2018: Tested in two pieces. Due to low levels of male DNA on 
these items, no further testing conducted. 

Salem Cigarette Butt 
from Victim’s Car 
(4.1) 

2019 Sorenson Forensics File 

 3/28/2019: No male DNA detected on this item. No further testing 
conducted.  

Winston 100 
Cigarette Butt from 
Victim’s Car (4.2) 

2019 Sorenson Forensics Testing 

 3/28/2019: Y-STR DNA testing conducted. No Y-STR profile 
developed.  

Winston 100 
Cigarette Butt from 
Victim’s Car (4.3) 

2019 Sorenson Forensics File 

 3/28/2019: No male DNA detected on this item. No further testing 
conducted.  

Winston 100 
Cigarette Butt from 
Victim’s Car (4.4) 

2019 Sorenson Forensics File 

 3/28/2019: No male DNA detected on this item. No further testing 
conducted. 

Winston 100 
Cigarette Butt from 
Victim’s Car (4.5) 

2019 Sorenson Forensics File 

 3/28/2019: No male DNA detected on this item. No further testing 
conducted.  

Latent Fingerprint 
from Lid of Candy 
Dish on NW Bedroom 
Floor of Bryson’s 
Home 

1985-1988 Winston Salem Police Department Comparisons 
Remains unidentified. 
Comparison With Negative Results (Various Dates): 

 Blanche Bryson (12/13/1985) 

 Merritt Williams Drayton (4/18/1986) 

 Terry Lee Smith (4/18/1986) 

 Sammy Mitchell (4/18/1986) 

 Anthony Q. Venson (2/11/1986 and 4/21/1986) 

 Lester Davis (date unknown) 

 Robbin Carmichael (3/9/1988) 

 Darren Johnson (3/9/1988) 

 Michael O. Spence (12/20/1985) 

 Antonio Dubose (12/20/1985) 
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Item Tested Results 

 Ricky Snuggs (12/20/1985) 

 Hezekiah Jackson (12/20/1985) 

 Calvin Burns (12/20/1985) 

 Ronald Nathan Rogers (12/20/1985) 

 Robert Johnson (2/14/1986) 

 William Sanders (2/11/1986) 

 George Wideman (12/20/1985) 

 Terry Cuthrall/Cuthrell (12/20/1985) 

 Clifton Norman Mitchell (12/20/1985) 

 Cynthia Laverne Mitchell (12/20/1985) 

 Barry Maurice Thompson (12/20/1985) 

 Gansy Thomas Pickens (12/20/1985) 

 Michael Thompson/Thomason (12/20/1985) 

 Emery Donald Mcarthur (12/20/1985) 

 Dennis James Griffin (12/20/1985) 

 Timothy Maurice (12/20/1985) 

 Michael Anthony Baldwin (12/20/1985) 

 Boris Chester Miller (12/27/1985) 

 Davis Horne, Jr. (12/27/1985) 

 Roland Parker Lewis (2/11/1986) 

 Rahem Hakeem Azeez (2/11/1986) 

 Toby Lee Mickens (2/11/1986) 

 Michael Anthony Paige (2/21/1986) 

 Michael Duncan (2/21/1986) 

 Nickie Bern Nichols (2/20/1986) 

 David Alexander Young (3/4/1986) 

 Reginald Glover (3/7/1986) 

 Keith Darniel Davis (3/24/1986) 

 Darryl Keith Davis (3/24/1986) 

 Charles Thomas Johnson (6/27/1986) 

 Nickee Lysander Moore (2/20/1986) 

 Donald Lamont Redd* 

 Odell Robbie Henry* 

 Lysander Growell/Crowell* 

 David Wellborn* 

 Mattie Mae Davis± 

 James Jackson± 

 Eric L. Jenkins* 

 Dwight L. Williams* 

 Thomas Wayne Thompson* 

 George Cardwell/Caldwell* 
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Item Tested Results 

 
2018 Analysis at NC State Crime Lab 
6/8/2018: No identifiable latent prints.  

Brown Toboggan 
From Living Room 
Floor of Bryson’s 
Home 

1986 Crime Lab Testing 

 5/15/1986: Hair Analysis. Two Negroid hair fragments noted. 
Compared to known hairs from Merritt Williams and “found to be 
microscopically consistent.” “Accordingly, these hairs could have 
originated from him.” 

1987 Crime Lab Testing 

 6/8/1987: Fiber examination. Trace fibers noted: white acetate, 
white rayon, and white wool. Consistent with fibers found on 
Williams’ toboggan that was collected at the jail. Could have 
originated from the same source. No other fiber associations found 
between suspect and crime scene.  

 7/28/1987: Examined against paint samples collected from Williams’ 
home. Examination failed to show any paint on toboggan like the 
paint samples. 

Carpet Sample From 
Living Room Floor of 
Bryson’s Home 

1987 Crime Lab Testing 

 6/8/1987: Fiber examination. No associations made with Williams’ 
toboggan collected from the jail (bench notes). 

Fiber Samples From 
Williams’ Apartment 
(9th Street) 

1987 Crime Lab Testing 

 6/8/1987: Fiber examination. No fiber associations made to items 
from the crime scene. 

Paint Samples 
Collected from 
Williams’ Apartment 
(25th Street) 

1987 Crime Lab testing 

 7/28/1987: Compared to toboggan from Bryson’s living room floor. 
No paint on the toboggan similar to the samples. 

Toboggan Belonging 
to Williams Collected 
From Jail 

1987 Crime Lab Testing 

 6/8/1987: Trace fibers noted: white acetate, white rayon, and white 
wool. These fibers were found to be consistent with fibers found on 
toboggan from crime scene. Therefore, these fibers found on the 
toboggan from the jail could have originated from the same source 
as the fibers found on the toboggan collected from the crime scene.  

Latent Fingerprint 
from Outside 
Passenger Door of 
Bryson’s Car Near 
Door Handle 

1985-1988 Winston Salem Police Department Comparisons 
Identification: 

 3/9/1988: Identified to right ring finger of Robbin Carmichael1  
Comparison With Negative Results (Various Dates): 

 Blanche Bryson (12/13/1985) 

 Merritt Williams Drayton (4/18/1986) 

                                                           
1 Robbin Carmichael’s fingerprints were compared after he came forward and confessed to the crime, which was 
after Merritt Williams’ conviction. 
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 Terry Lee Smith (4/18/1986) 

 Sammy Mitchell (4/18/1986) 

 Anthony Q. Venson (2/11/1986 and 4/21/1986) 

 Darren Johnson (3/9/1988) 

 Lester Davis (date unknown) 

 Michael O. Spence (12/20/1985)*** 

 Antonio Dubose (12/17/1985) 

 Ricky Snuggs (12/17/1985) 

 Hezekiah Jackson (12/17/1985) 

 Calvin Burns (12/20/1985 

 Ronald Nathan Rogers (12/17/1985) 

 Robert Johnson (2/14/1986) 

 William Sanders (2/11/1986) 

 George Wideman (12/20/1985) 

 Terry Cuthrall/Cuthrell (12/20/1985) 

 Clifton Norman Mitchell (12/20/1985) 

 Cynthia Laverne Mitchell (12/20/1985) 

 Barry Maurice Thompson (12/20/1985) 

 Gansy Thomas Pickens (12/20/1985) 

 Michael Thompson/Thomason (12/20/1985) 

 Emery Donald McArthur (12/19/1985) 

 Dennis James Griffin (12/19/1985) 

 Timothy Maurice/Morris (12/20/1985) 

 Michael Anthony Baldwin (12/19/1985) 

 Boris Chester Miller (12/27/1985) 

 Davis Horne, Jr. (12/27/1985) 

 Roland Parker Lewis (2/11/1986) 

 Rahem Hakeem Azeez (2/11/1986) 

 Toby Lee Mickens (2/11/1986) 

 Michael Anthony Paige (2/21/1986) 

 Michael Duncan (2/21/1986) 

 Lysander Growell/Crowell 

 Nickie Bern Nichols (2/20/1986) 

 David Alexander Young (3/4/1986) 

 Reginald Glover (3/7/1986) 

 Keith Darniel Davis (3/24/1986) 

 Darryl Keith Davis (3/24/1986) 

 Charles Thomas Johnson (6/17/1986) 

 Nickee Lysander Moore (2/20/1986) 

 Odell Robbie Henry*** 

 Lysander Growell/Crowell*** 
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 David Wellborn*** 

 Mattie Mae Davis± 

 James Jackson± 

 Eric L. Jenkins*** 

 Dwight L. Williams*** 

 Thomas Wayne Thompson*** 

 George Cardwell/Caldwell*** 

Two Latent Prints 
from Cardboard 
Boxes on Den Floor 

1985 Winston Salem Police Department Comparisons 

 12/13/1985: Identified to the left little finger and left thumb of the 
Victim. Prints were thrown away as they were “of no further 
evidential value.”  

 
*Name appears on list in the packaging of the latent print from candy dish from the Victim’s home but 
there is no corresponding report in the WSPD file regarding the results or date of comparison.  
±There is a report requesting that prints from Mattie Mae Davis, Howard Little, and James Jackson be 
compared, but no report from the actual comparison. Mattie Mae Davis and James Jackson’s names 
appear on the comparison list from the latent print from the candy dish. Howard Little’s does not. 
*** While the wording of some reports can be unclear and there is no list of comparisons in the 
packaging of the latent print from the car, the Commission has confirmed with several WSPD detectives 
that any standards compared would have been compared to all latent prints related to this case. 
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Curriculum Vitae 

 

Meghan E. Clement, MS, D-ABC 

 

 

 

Education 

 

1985  Master of Science, Forensic Science 

  University of New Haven, West Haven, Connecticut 

  Honors:  Graduate Fellow, 1984 

 

1983  Bachelor of Science, Biology 

  Westfield State College, Westfield, Massachusetts 

  Graduated Cum Laude 

 

 

Professional Experience 

 

FORENSIC SEROLOGY/ DNA CONSULTANT April 2017-Present 

 Clement Consulting, LLC 

 Owner  

  

Provide Forensic Serology and DNA consultation to civil and military 

attorneys, law enforcement and civilian clients.  Review case files and raw 

data to assist in understanding the serological and STR, Y-STR or mtDNA 

testing performed, suggest potential new and/or additional testing if 

applicable, educate as to what conclusions can and cannot be drawn by the 

testing results, explain the limitations of testing results and assist with trial 

preparation as well as cross-examinations. 

 

Lead teams during assessments of laboratories for accreditation by ANSI 

National Accreditation Board (ANAB)   

 

DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS June 2015- April 2017 

 Bode Cellmark Forensics, LabCorp Specialty Testing Group 

 Lorton, VA 

 

Responsibilities:  Oversee all forensic laboratory operations, quality 

assurance aspects, applied research endeavors and work closely with the 

General Manager on other aspects of the business, perform case 

consultations, case reviews and provide expert testimony. 

 

SENIOR DIRECTOR July 2012- December 2015 

 Cellmark Forensics, LabCorp Specialty Testing Group 
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 Dallas, TX 

 

Responsibilities:  Manage the daily responsibilities of laboratory personnel 

and flow of both contract and independent casework, manage implementation 

of new tests, participate in analysis of casework and interpretation of results 

of STR, Y-STR and mtDNA analysis, perform technical reviews and 

administrative reviews, provide expert testimony, participate in marketing 

and sales functions.      

 

TECHNICAL DIRECTOR, FORENSIC IDENTITY May 2000- July 2012 

 Laboratory Corporation of America 

 Research Triangle Park, North Carolina 

 

Responsibilities:  Manage the daily responsibilities of laboratory personnel 

and flow of casework, as well as implementation of new tests, participate in 

analysis of casework and interpret results of DNA analysis, prepare reports, 

provide expert testimony, direct and coordinate marketing and sales 

functions.      

 

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR, FORENSIC IDENTITY Aug. 1998- May 2000 

 Laboratory Corporation of America 

 Research Triangle Park, North Carolina 

 

Responsibilities:  Direct and participate in the DNA analysis of samples 

submitted to the laboratory, prepare reports of results and provide expert 

testimony, supervise and direct laboratory technologists and lab clerk 

positions, direct and coordinate marketing and sales functions.      

   

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, FORENSIC IDENTITY Nov. 1994- Aug. 1998          

 Laboratory Corporation of America (formerly Roche Biomedical Laboratories) 

 Research Triangle Park, North Carolina 

 

Responsibilities:  Conduct forensic DNA analysis on biological samples using 

both RFLP and PCR techniques, oversee and direct the laboratory 

technologists in the production of forensic DNA casework, prepare reports of 

results and provide expert testimony, assist in laboratory operations to 

ensure timely handling of cases and QA/QC measures, assist in the 

marketing and sales aspects of the Forensic Identity department. 

 

FORENSIC BIOLOGIST March 1991 - Nov. 1994 

 Tarrant County Medical Examiner's Office 

 Fort Worth, Texas 

 

Responsibilities: Forensic analysis of biological samples using traditional 

serological techniques as well as RFLP DNA profiling, conduct research and 

validation of new techniques in the forensic biology field, provide expert 

testimony, provide training to officer's in various law enforcement agencies 
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concerning the collection and preservation of evidence, crime scene 

investigation. 

 

SENIOR CRIMINALIST March 1985 - March 1991 

 City of Albuquerque, Police Department, Criminalistics 

 Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 

Responsibilities:  Assisted in implementing a DNA section including setting 

up quality control measures and population data bases, as well as performing 

validation studies, traditional serological analysis, blood/breath alcohol 

concentration analysis, provide expert testimony, crime scene investigation, 

train new personnel, officers and detectives. 

 

TEACHING ASSISTANT, FORENSIC SCIENCE Sept. 1984- Mar. 1985 

 University of New Haven, West Haven, Connecticut 

  

 Responsibilities: Assist in teaching serological techniques to graduate 

students in the Criminalistics laboratories, assist in research projects being 

conducted. 

 

TEACHING ASSISTANT, BIOLOGY Sept. 1983 - Sept. 1984 

 University of New Haven, West Haven, Connecticut 
 

Responsibilities:  Set up and assist in teaching various biology laboratories to 

undergraduate students. 

FORENSIC SCIENCE INTERNSHIP   August 1984 

 New Mexico State Police Crime Laboratory,  

 Santa Fe, New Mexico 

 

Observed and participated in case analysis under the supervision of New 

Mexico State Police  forensic analysts in the serology, trace, drugs and 

firearms sections. 

 

Affiliations 

 

American Academy of Forensic Sciences, Member 

                                                    

Southwestern Association of Forensic Scientists, Member 

 

ASCLD/LAB-Biology Proficiency Review Committee Member (2013-Present) 

 

Expert Testimony and Depositions 

 

Testified 360+ times in 33 states 

 

Testified in local, state, military and federal courts 
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Forensic Laboratory Experience      Qualified  

 

 RFLP                1989 

 PCR Analysis and Interpretation      1990 

 DQ Alpha + Polymarker Testing      1995 

 Paternity Testing                                                    1995 

 Mitochondrial DNA Analysis      1997 

 Commercial Kit STR Analysis      2002   

 Y-STR Analysis                                                             2003 

 

Certifications 

 

Molecular Biology Diplomate - American Board of Criminalistics (ABC) 

 

 

Publications and Oral Presentations 

 

Budowle, B., Monson, K., Anoe, K.S., Baechtel, S., Bergman, D.L., Buel, E., 

Campbell, P.A., Clement, M.E. et al (1991) A Preliminary Report on Binned 

General Population Data on Six VNTR Loci in Caucasians, Blacks and 

Hispanics from the United States. Crime Lab Digest 18:9-26.  

 

Validation of Multiplex STR Profiling Systems for Forensic Casework 

Specimens 

 American Academy of Forensic Sciences, Feb. 1998 

 

  

 Developing a DNA Laboratory on a Shoestring Budget 

 Southwestern Association of Forensic Scientists, Spring Meeting 1991   

 

Continuing Education 

 

July 2018 Green Mountain Conference, Burlington, VT 

 

Feb 2018 AAFS Workshops: Moving from CPI to Probabilistic Genotyping for 

DNA Mixtures and Proposed Revisions to the FBI QA Standards, 

Seattle, WA 

 

Feb 2017 AAFS Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA 

 

Sept 2016 International Symposium on Human Identification, Minneapolis, MN 

 

Oct 2015 International Symposium on Human Identification, Grapevine, TX 

 

Feb 2015 AAFS Annual Meeting, Orlando, FL 
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Sept 2014 Genome ID Forum, Greensboro, NC 

 Forensic Genomic Applications 

 

May 2014 ASCLD Annual Meeting, Scottsdale, AZ 

Workshop-Solving Mixtures Genome-wide: Practical, Measureable 

Solutions 

 

Feb 2014 AAFS Annual Meeting, Seattle, WA 

 

Oct 2013 International Symposium on Human Identification, Atlanta, GA   

 

Feb 2013 AAFS Annual Meeting, Washington, DC 

 

June 2012 2012 NIJ Meeting, Arlington, VA 

 

Feb 2012 AAFS Annual Meeting, Atlanta, GA 

 

Oct 2011 Mixture Interpretation Workshop-Promega International Symposium on 

Human Identification, National Harbor, DC 

 

Nov 2011 CODIS Meeting, Jasonville, FL 

 

Feb 2010 AAFS Annual Meeting, Seattle, WA 

 

Aug 2009 HID Future Trends in DNA Technology, Applied Biosystems, 

Richmond, VA 

 

Ape 2009 FBI DNA Auditor’s Refresher Training, Raleigh, NC 

 

Feb 2009 AAFS Annual Meeting, Denver, CO 

 

July 2008 NIJ Meeting, Arlington, VA 

 

Feb 2007 AAFS Annual Meeting, San Antonio, TX 

 

Aug 2006 AFDAA Summer Meeting, Austin, TX 

 

May 2006 ABI Human Identity University, Research Triangle Park, NC 

 

Feb 2006    AAFS Annual Meeting, Seattle, WA 

 

Jun 2005 6th Annual DNA Grantees Workshop, Arlington, VA 

 

Apr 2004 FBI DNA Auditor’s Training, Quantico, VA 
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Feb 2004 AAFS Annual Meeting, Dallas, TX 

  Forensic Human mtDNA Analysis Workshop 

 

Oct 2003 International Symposium on Human Identification, Phoenix, AZ 

  Making Sense of Popstats Workshop 
 

Apr 2003 ASCLD/LAB-Laboratory Inspector Training Course, Raleigh, NC 

  

Feb 2003 AAFS Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL 

  Low Copy Number DNA Analysis Workshop 

 

Jun 2002 DNA Grantees Workshop, Arlington, VA 

 

Oct 2001 7th Annual CODIS User’s Conference, Arlington, VA 

 

Feb 2001 AAFS Annual Meeting, Seattle, WA 

 

Feb 2000 AAFS Annual Meeting, Reno, NV 

 

Oct 1999 NIJ Meeting, Arlington, VA 

 

Apr 1998 Mitochondrial DNA Analysis and Data Basing, presented by Mark 

Wilson and Clint Stauffer 

 

Feb 1998 AAFS Annual Meeting, San Francisco, CA 

 

Sept 1997 International Symposium on Human Identification, Phoenix, AZ 

 

Feb 1997 AAFS Annual Meeting, NYC, NY 

 

Oct 1996 English Speaking Working Group International Society for Forensic 

Haemogenetics  

 

Sept 1996 International Symposium on Human Identification, Phoenix, AZ 

 

 

Specialized Schools and Training 
 
Nov 2018 ANAB LEAD ASSESSOR TRAINING 

 Denver, CO 

 

Dec 2011 ASCLD/LAB TECHNICAL ASSESSOR REFRESHER TRAINING 

(June 2011 revision-on line training) 

  

Apr 2009 DNA AUDITOR REFRESHER TRAINING, Presented by the FBI, 

Research Triangle Park, NC 
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Jan 2006 ASCLD/LAB-International ASSESSOR TRAINING COURSE, 

Houston, TX 

  

Apr 2004 DNA AUDITOR TRAINING, FBI Academy, Quantico, VA 

   

Apr 2003 ASCLD-LAB INSPECTOR TRAINING, Raleigh, NC 

 

Mar 1995 FORENSIC AMPLITYPE PM + HLA DQA1 PCR WORKSHOP, 

Perkin-Elmer Training Dept., Foster City, CA 

 

June 1991 ADVANCED FORENSIC DNA TYPING SCHOOL, FBI Academy, 

Quantico, Virginia 

 

Mar-Jun1990 VISITING SCIENTIST PROGRAM, FBI Academy, Quantico, 

Virginia 

  

Assisted in numerous DNA research projects being conducted by the 

FBI Research and Training Center including data base compilation, 

ethidium bromide use in DNA analysis, quantitation of human DNA 

using slot blot techniques, effect of glycerol concentration on DNA, 

studies on possible ladders for amplified fragment length 

polymorphisms (amp-FLPs)/variable number tandem repeats 

(VNTRs), and population data base compilation of amp-Flp MCT118.  

 

Dec 1989 FORENSIC APPLICATIONS OF DNA TYPING, FBI Academy, 

Quantico, Virginia 

 

Fall 1988 MOLECULAR GENETICS AND FORENSIC SCIENCE, University 

of New Mexico, Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 

May 1988 DNA POLYMORPHISM AND DNA TYPING 

COURSE/WORKSHOP, University of New Haven, West Haven, 

Connecticut 
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THOMAS WAYNE THOMPSON 
 

 

CRIMINAL RECORD 

Conviction  Jurisdiction DOO Date of Conviction 

ASSAULT WITH 

DEADLY WEAPON 

INFLICT SERIOUS 

INJURY (F) 

FORSYTH UNKNOWN 5/30/1978 

LARCENY OF 

AUTOMOBILE (F) 

FORSYTH UNKNOWN 1/8/1979 

BREAKING AND 

ENTERING (M) 

FORSYTH UNKNOWN 1/31/1983 

POSSESS STOLEN 

GOODS/PROPERTY (F) 

FORSYTH 9/13/1983 11/28/1983 

POSSESS STOLEN 

GOODS/PROPERTY (F) 

FORSYTH 9/16/1983 11/28/1983 

ASSAULT ON A 

FEMALE (M) 

FORSYTH 4/9/1985 5/7/1985 

TRESPASS WITHOUT A 

LICENSE (M) 

FORSYTH 6/6/1985 7/8/1985 

BREAKING OR 

ENTERING (M) 

FORSYTH 6/29/1985 7/8/1985 

ASSAULT (M) FORSYTH 7/26/1985 8/15/1985 

SHOPLIFTING 

CONCEALMENT 

GOODS (M) 

FORSYTH 8/13/1986 9/11/1986 

POSSESS WITH INTENT 

TO SELL OR DELIVER 

MARIJUANA (F) 

FORSYTH 4/22/1987 8/6/1987 

POSSESS WITH INTENT 

TO SELL OR DELIVER 

MARIJUANA (F) 

FORSYTH 4/22/1987 8/6/1987 

SELL OR DELIVER 

MARIJUANA (F) 

FORSYTH 4/22/1987 8/6/1987 



POSSESS MARIJUANA 

UP TO ½ OUNCE (M) 

FORSYTH 6/12/1987 12/2/1987 

CARRYING 

CONCEALED WEAPON 

(M) 

FORSYTH 1/17/1991 2/8/1991 

POSSESS/CONSUME 

BEER/WINE PUBLIC 

STREET (M) 

FORSYTH 9/17/1991 10/28/1991 

POSSESS/CONSUME 

BEER/WINE PUBLIC 

STREET (M) 

FORSYTH 5/24/1992 7/7/1992 

INTOXICATED AND 

DISRUPTIVE (M) 

FORSYTH 10/28/1994 10/31/1994 

ASSAULT INFLICT 

SERIOUS INJURY (M) 

FORSYTH 3/15/1997 4/29/1997 

PUBLIC 

CONSUMPTION (M) 

FORSYTH 12/19/1997 3/18/1999 

SHOPLIFTING 

CONCEALMENT 

GOODS (M) 

FORSYTH 1/15/1999 3/18/1999 

POSSESS/CONSUME 

BEER/WINE PUBLIC 

STREET (M) 

FORSYTH 5/3/2000 7/17/2001 

POSSESS FIREARM BY 

FELON (F) 

FORSYTH 5/4/2000 7/6/2000 

CONSUME 

ALCOHOL/MALT 

BEVERAGE 

CITY/COUNTY 

PROPERTY (M) 

FORSYTH 5/27/2002 6/4/2004 

ASSAULT WITH 

DEADLY WEAPON 

SERIOUS INJURY (F) 

FORSYTH 10/15/2004 2/1/2005 

MISDEMEANOR 

LARCENY (M) 

FORSYTH 10/15/2004 2/1/2005 

POSSESS DRUG 

PARAPHERNALIA (M) 

FORSYTH 10/15/2004 2/1/2005 



DWI (M) FORSYTH 2/9/2011 11/7/2012 

CONSUME 

ALCOHOL/MALT 

BEVERAGE 

CITY/COUNTY 

PROPERTY (M) 

FORSYTH 9/4/2012 9/24/2012 

RESISTING PUBLIC 

OFFICER (M) 

FORSYTH 6/2/2014 7/10/2014 
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TERRY LEE SMITH 
 

 

CRIMINAL RECORD 

Conviction  Jurisdiction DOO Date of Conviction 

LARCENY FORSYTH UNKNOWN 1957 

LARCENY OF AUTO FORSYTH UNKNOWN 1959 

ASSAULT ON A 

WOMAN 

NORTH 

CAROLINA 

UNKNOWN 1961 

ASSAULT SECOND (F) NEW YORK UNKNOWN 1/18/1962 

ESCAPE-NC DEPT OF 

CORRECTIONS 

NORTH 

CAROLINA 

UNKNOWN 1970 

VIOL IRC REMOV 

CONC & TRANSP 

ILLICIT WHISKEY 

FEDERAL UNKNOWN 1971/1972 

VIO IRC-LIQUOR 

TRANSPORTING 

FEDERAL UNKNOWN 1971/1972 

VIOL OF IRLL FEDERAL UNKNOWN 1972 

POSSESS MORE THAN 

ONE OUNCE 

MARIJUANA (F) 

FORSYTH UNKNOWN 6/4/1981 

POSSESS STOLEN 

GOODS/PROPERTY (F) 

FORSYTH 3/27/1984 10/11/1984 

CONSPIRACY TO SELL 

OR DELIVER COCAINE 

(F) 

FORSYTH 4/11/1984 10/11/1984 

ATTEMPT TO RECEIVE 

STOLEN PROPERTY 

(M) 

FORSYTH 4/11/1984 10/11/1984 

DISTRIBUTION OF 

COCAINE (F) 

FEDERAL UNKNOWN 11/20/1986 

WIRE FRAUD (F) FEDERAL UNKNOWN 7/17/1987 



OBSTRUCTION OF 

JUSTICE (F) 

FEDERAL UNKNOWN 1987 
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ANTHONY QUINN VENSON 
 

 

CRIMINAL RECORD 

Conviction  Jurisdiction DOO Date of Conviction 

POSSESS COCAINE (F) FORSYTH 3/16/1984 8/15/1984 

SELL OR DELIVER 

COCAINE (F) 

FORSYTH 3/16/1984 8/15/1984 

POSSESS WITH INTENT 

TO SELL OR DELIVER 

COCAINE (F) 

FORSYTH 3/16/1984 8/15/1984 

POSSESS COCAINE (F) FORSYTH 5/17/1984 8/15/1984 

POSSESS COCAINE (F) FORSYTH 5/17/1984 8/15/1984 

POSSESS WITH INTENT 

TO SELL COCAINE (F) 

FORSYTH 5/17/1984 8/15/1984 

CONSPIRACY TO 

POSSESS WITH INTENT 

TO DISTRIBUTE 

COCAINE AND 

MARIJANA (F) 

FEDERAL 7/28/1987 UNKNOWN 
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LESTER THOMAS DAVIS 
 

 

CRIMINAL RECORD 

Conviction  Jurisdiction DOO Date of Conviction 

BURGLARY-

BREAKING AND 

ENTERING (M) 

FORSYTH UNKNOWN 1/31/1977 

COMMON LAW 

ROBBERY (F) 

FORSYTH UNKNOWN 5/30/1979 

ASSAULT ON OFFICER 

WITH FIREARM (F) 

FORSYTH UNKNOWN 5/30/1979 

INADEQUATE 

SUPPORT OF FAMILY 

(M) 

FORSYTH 12/29/1985 12/8/1987 

FIRST DEGREE 

TRESPASS 

ENTER/REMAIN (M) 

FORSYTH 1/2/1995 1/4/1995 

MISDEMEANOR 

LARCENY (M) 

FORSYTH 1/14/1995 3/1/1995 

SIMPLE ASSAULT (M) FORSYTH 5/3/1995 6/29/1995 

RESISTING PUBLIC 

OFFICER (M) 

FORSYTH 2/14/1996 7/26/1996 

POSSESS DRUG 

PARAPHERNALIA (M) 

FORSYTH 3/12/1996 7/26/1996 

SECOND DEGREE 

TRESPASS (M) 

FORSYTH 4/9/1997 4/23/1997 

POSSESS DRUG 

PARAPHERNALIA (M) 

FORSYTH 4/9/1997 4/23/1997 

SECOND DEGREE 

TRESPASS (M) 

FORSYTH 4/21/2000 10/2/2000 

SECOND DEGREE 

TRESPASS (M) 

FORSYTH 9/22/2001 9/27/2001 

RESISTING PUBLIC 

OFFICER (M)  

FORSYTH 9/22/2001 9/27/2001 



SECOND DEGREE 

TRESPASS (M) 

FORSYTH 11/27/2001 11/29/2001 

POSSESS DRUG 

PARAPHERNALIA (M) 

FORSYTH 11/27/2001 11/29/2001 

RESISTING PUBLIC 

OFFICER (M) 

FORSYTH 2/24/2002 9/18/2002 

POSSESS DRUG 

PARAPHERNALIA (M) 

FORSYTH 2/24/2002 9/18/2002 

SECOND DEGREE 

TRESPASS (M) 

FORSYTH 5/11/2002 5/16/2002 

RESISTING PUBLIC 

OFFICER (M) 

FORSYTH 5/11/2002 5/16/2002 

SECOND DEGREE 

TRESPASS (M) 

FORSYTH 6/7/2002 1/14/2003 

SECOND DEGREE 

TRESPASS (M) 

FORSYTH 9/12/2002 9/18/2002 

SECOND DEGREE 

TRESPASS (M) 

FORSYTH 4/7/2004 4/4/2005 

COMMUNICATING 

THREATS (M) 

FORSYTH 8/12/2005 11/7/2005 
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MATTIE MAE LITTLE (DAVIS) 
 

 

CRIMINAL RECORD 

Conviction  Jurisdiction DOO Date of Conviction 

INTOXICATED AND 

DISRUPTIVE (M) 

FORSYTH 6/2/1994 7/21/1994 

RESISTING PUBLIC 

OFFICER (M) 

FORSYTH 11/7/1996 11/20/1996 

POSSESS DRUG 

PARAPHERNALIA (M) 

FORSYTH 8/16/1997 8/29/1997 

SECOND DEGREE 

TRESPASS (M) 

FORSYTH 6/22/2002 9/20/2002 

CONSUME 

ALCOHOL/MALT 

CITY/COUNTY 

PROPERTY (M) 

FORSYTH 11/13/2002 3/13/2003 
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April 13, 2018:  Collection of DNA Swab 

Page # Description Exhibit 

1 Buccal swab collection of Merritt Williams (MW) by 
Lindsey Guice Smith (LGS) and Beth Tanner (DET) on April 
13, 2018. 

2 LGS explains the purpose of the interview is to collect a 
DNA swab. 

3-4 MDW states he’s never been to the home of Blanche 
Bryson (Bryson) and that his DNA would not be there.  
States he did not kill Bryson. 

5-6 Explanation of DNA swab process. 

7-10 MW discusses speaking to Phoebe Zerwick (Zerwick) and 
his encounter with Robbin Carmichael (Carmichael).  
MW states they spoke briefly in prison and he has stayed 
away from him.  MW states he is in prison for three 
crimes and talks about the case involving Mary Smith 
(Smith) in which he pleaded guilty to Manslaughter for 
pushing her. 

11-12 MW discusses the Bryson case and about how he 
implicated himself, Sammy Mitchell (Mitchell), and 
Darryl Hunt (Hunt) in her murder.  MW states, “I was 
allowed to create witnesses” (p. 11, lines 7-8).  MW 
states his girlfriend at the time, Mattie Mae Davis, “… 
came to the police department and spent about an hour 
and 10 minutes with me in a room by ourselves to get 
our stories together.  And after we got our stories 
together, they put the case together like that, gave like 
three different statements until everything somewhat fit 
into a pattern that they could believe was right” (p. 12, 
lines 3-10). 

13 States he pleaded guilty to the Arthur Wilson (Wilson) 
murder after Hunt was tried, and states that it’s his fault 
that he put himself in prison. 

14-17 MW never knew (Carmichael), and he doesn’t know who 
Carmichael stated committed the Bryson murder. 

18 Certificate of transcript. 
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  STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
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  vs.        

 

  MERRITT WILLIAMS DRAYTON, 
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  _____________________________ 

   

   This is the transcript of the recorded     
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   was conducted by Donna Beth Tanner and Lindsey       
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   took place on April 13, 2018. 

 

  APPEARANCES: 

   Donna Beth Tanner, Associate Director 

   Lindsey Guice Smith, Executive Director 

   North Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission 

   Administrative Office of the Courts 
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P R O C E E D I N G S 1 

  MS. TANNER:  Hi, Mr. Williams.  I'm 2 

Beth.  Nice to meet you. 3 

  MS. SMITH:  And I'm Lindsey. Nice to 4 

meet you.  We're from the North Carolina 5 

Innocence Inquiry Commission.   6 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes, ma'am. 7 

  MS. SMITH:  You're familiar with our 8 

agency, right? 9 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes, ma'am. 10 

  MS.  SMITH:  Yeah, so we are looking 11 

into your claim of innocence.  And today our 12 

focus is really just to come take a DNA sample 13 

from you so that we can conduct some DNA testing 14 

in your case, okay.  We've got some other staff 15 

that will probably come out sometime in the 16 

future and do a full interview of you, but we 17 

were in the area today and wanted to take care of 18 

this so we can move forward with testing, okay. 19 

  I'm going to ask you just a couple of 20 

questions before we do the sample just to make 21 

sure that we fully understand before we start 22 

testing in the Blanche Bryson homicide whether 23 

you DNA could possibly be at the crime scene.  Is 24 

there any reason that your DNA would be there? 25 



3 

MR. WILLIAMS:  No, ma'am. 1 

MS. SMITH:  You've never been to Ms. 2 

Bryson's home? 3 

MR. WILLIAMS:  The only time I've ever 4 

been there is when the officers took me in the 5 

car and we just -- they had me stand outside the 6 

car on the scene and that was it. 7 

MS. SMITH:  And that was it?  Okay. 8 

MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  I never went 9 

there.  Never been in the house. 10 

MS. SMITH:  And that was -- was that 11 

after you were arrested? 12 

MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes, ma'am. 13 

MS. SMITH:  Okay.  Did you know Ms. 14 

Bryson? 15 

MR. WILLIAMS:  No, ma'am. 16 

MS. SMITH:  And there were some items 17 

that were stolen from her home during that crime.  18 

Did you ever have any possession of those items? 19 

MR. WILLIAMS:  They claim that 20 

something that I had at my house was, but it was 21 

not. 22 

MS. SMITH:  Was that the lamps? 23 

MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  They weren't.  24 

The lamps were never at her house at all. 25 



4 

 

  MS. SMITH:  Okay.  Where did those 1 

lamps come from? 2 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  From the same place 3 

that the ax handle came from right on the street 4 

that we lived on -- 5 

  MS. SMITH:  Uh-huh. 6 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  -- in the Wilson case, 7 

where they find the ax handle there.  That's 8 

where they came from.  They never came from that 9 

house. 10 

  MS. SMITH:  Okay. 11 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  Never had anything out 12 

of that house at all. 13 

  MS. SMITH:  And before I do this, I do 14 

want to ask you, did you kill Ms. Bryson? 15 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  No, ma'am. 16 

  MS. SMITH:  Did you have any 17 

involvement in that crime? 18 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  No, ma'am. 19 

  MS. SMITH:  Were you in a car with 20 

anyone when that crime was being committed at the 21 

crime scene? 22 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  No, ma'am. 23 

  MS. SMITH:  All right.  So have you 24 

ever had a buccal swab taken, a cheek swab? 25 
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MR. WILLIAMS:  No, ma'am. 1 

MS. SMITH:  No, they've never done 2 

that?  Okay.  So it's super easy.  It looks like 3 

Q-tips, and I'm going to take them out of here in4 

a minute, and I'm just going to have you open 5 

your mouth and I'm going to swab the inside of 6 

each cheek, one with each swab, then I'm going to 7 

let them dry for a minute, put them into the 8 

packaging, and I'll seal it, and then we'll be 9 

able to send those off for DNA testing to compare 10 

to any profiles that we might get from the other 11 

items of evidence from the crime scene, okay. 12 

MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 13 

MS. SMITH:  All right. 14 

MR. WILLIAMS:  Because I know the only 15 

DNA I had was done in '98. 16 

MS. SMITH:  Okay. 17 

MR. WILLIAMS:  I think the State 18 

required all capital cases got to have -- capital 19 

cases, you know, we got tried and we got on 20 

State.  They required us to take DNA. 21 

MS. TANNER:  Okay. 22 

MS. SMITH:  Okay.  And they probably 23 

did blood then, right? 24 
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  MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  They did blood 1 

then. 2 

  MS. SMITH:  Okay.  Yeah.  So this is 3 

much easier.  I'm not going to take you blood.  4 

We're just going to do this real quick.  So the 5 

time is 1:19 p.m.  These things are sealed up 6 

pretty good.  I will put on gloves. 7 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  Ms. Milton told me 8 

somebody would probably be coming by. 9 

  MS. TANNER:  Okay. 10 

  MS. SMITH:  Yes, sir.  She came out 11 

and had you sign the waiver a few weeks ago, 12 

didn't she? 13 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes, ma'am.  She came 14 

out. 15 

  MS. SMITH:  Okay.  These are the 16 

swabs.  They're sealed, and I'm going to unseal 17 

them now.  These look like two Q-tips, all right.  18 

So if I can have you face me and open your mouth.  19 

I'll do the other side.   20 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  The only item that they 21 

used at my trial was a hair sample found at the 22 

scene.  They didn't do the roots.  They just did 23 

the combing of the hair. 24 

  MS. SMITH:  Okay. 25 
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  MR. WILLIAMS:  And that was it. 1 

  MS. TANNER:  I'm going to seal this  2 

at -- 3 

  MS. SMITH:  1:21. 4 

  MS. TANNER:  -- 1:21. 5 

  MS. SMITH:  Beth, if I could borrow 6 

your pen, I will initial and date the seal.  7 

Today is the 13th? 8 

  MS. TANNER:  Yes.  Both sides. 9 

  MS. SMITH:  Uh-huh.  So as I said, 10 

we're not going to conduct a full interview, but 11 

if there's anything that you want to tell us now 12 

that you think would be helpful for us to know 13 

you can do that and we will have some other staff 14 

come out and do an interview at a later date.  15 

But if there's anything that we need to know that 16 

might help us -- 17 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  I know that in 2004, 18 

Ms. Phoebe Zerwick did an interview -- 19 

  MS. SMITH:  Okay. 20 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  -- at Brown Creek, same 21 

time she did an interview with the Arthur Wilson 22 

case. 23 

  MS. SMITH:  Okay. 24 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  And she had went to an 25 
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institution to Arthur Wilson case, and she said  1 

-- she had asked me did I know that there were 2 

samples of skin under her fingernails that were 3 

never tested.  In 2005 I was here and I filed a 4 

paper to get a DNA testing because of that and I 5 

was turned down. 6 

  MS. SMITH:  Okay. 7 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  They never told me why, 8 

so I don't know if that still exists or not. 9 

  MS. TANNER:  Okay. 10 

  MS. SMITH:  Okay.  And her name is 11 

Phoebe -- 12 

  MS. TANNER:  Zerwick? 13 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  Zerwick. 14 

  MS. SMITH:  And who was she?  Was she 15 

an attorney? 16 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  She was a 17 

reporter. 18 

  MS. SMITH:  A reporter? 19 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  She did the stories on 20 

the paper that had (indiscernible), the Inquirer.  21 

The story had (indiscernible) the Inquirer -- 22 

  MS. SMITH:  Okay. 23 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  -- on Arthur Wilson.  24 

She did that, but it was a two-part story.  She 25 
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did one on a Sunday and then she did a follow-up 1 

on that Monday, so two stories came out.  One was 2 

a curious case and my trial, so you only had -- 3 

got one portion of that.  There was another 4 

portion to it. 5 

  MS. SMITH:  Okay. 6 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  You know.  She had went 7 

to an institution and seen Mr. Carmichael, talked 8 

to him, and that time Mr. Carmichael gave her the 9 

name of his co-defendant. 10 

  MS. SMITH:  Okay. 11 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  And she actually seen 12 

him in the county jail before she came on her 13 

second visit, but by law, she couldn't give me 14 

name, tell me what it was, so -- 15 

  MS. TANNER:  Who was she seeing in the 16 

county jail? 17 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  The guy who's supposed 18 

to be the co-defendant -- 19 

  MS. TANNER:  Okay. 20 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  -- of -- 21 

  MS. TANNER:  Carmichael? 22 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  Carmichael. 23 

  MS. TANNER:  Okay.   24 

  MS. SMITH:  Did you talk to Robbin 25 
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Carmichael in prison? 1 

MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I've seen him a 2 

couple of times and most of the guys 3 

(indiscernible) told me to stay away from him, 4 

not cause a conflict, but he spoke to me one 5 

time, but we never talked about that, you know.  6 

He was kind of offish with me, you know, being in 7 

prison, so I just stayed away from him. 8 

MS. SMITH:  All right.  And my 9 

understanding is you are in prison on three 10 

separate crimes; is that correct? 11 

MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes.  The Smith case, 12 

and we were drinking.  We had a party, drinking.  13 

We were on the porch.  We got into an argument 14 

and we started shoving each other.  I shoved her.  15 

She did fall.  They had dropped that because a 16 

technicality of not given -- read my rights.  But 17 

after I had got tried and convicted these last 18 

two, they brought the charges back, and my lawyer 19 

had me go in and plead to manslaughter.  He said 20 

"Because the fact that you pushed her and she 21 

fell, it would constitute manslaughter.  It's not 22 

a murder charge," he said, "but you did push 23 

her," so I did go ahead and pled to that charge. 24 
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  MS. SMITH:  Okay.  And what about the 1 

other one?  We talked about Blanche Bryson, but 2 

what about the other case? 3 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  It was -- I put myself 4 

in something I should never have been into.  I 5 

initiated something against me, Darryle Hunt and 6 

Sammy Mitchell.  And I was allowed to create 7 

witnesses, and I did because it was so easy 8 

because people hated him so much. 9 

  We -- when I went to the police 10 

department, I was never going to be involved in 11 

the case, but after their names was mentioned, 12 

the police wouldn't go for it like that.  He 13 

said, "Well, then you had to be in it in order to 14 

know it."  And that's when I actually injected 15 

myself into it. 16 

  There was a weapon, ax handle, that 17 

was given to me as a weapon.  It was never tested 18 

or anything.  It was tested for fiber and blood.  19 

None of that was on -- they found a piece of 20 

fiber and said that wasn't it.  And all the 21 

witnesses, three of the witnesses, two females 22 

were a football field length away.  Those two I 23 

knew.  They took me to the hospital.  I got them 24 

out of the house to come talk to the police. 25 
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  Mattie Davis was supposed to be my 1 

girlfriend.  She lived in -- we lived together 2 

for a while.  She came to the police department 3 

and spent about an hour and 10 minutes with me in 4 

a room by ourselves to get our stories together.  5 

And after we got our stories together, they put 6 

the case together like that, gave like three 7 

different statements until everything somewhat 8 

fit into a pattern that they could believe was 9 

right.  And everything went downward after that 10 

and we get convicted. 11 

  MS. SMITH:  Okay.  Did you commit that 12 

crime? 13 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 14 

  MS. SMITH:  And you confessed in the 15 

Blanche Bryson murder as well; is that correct? 16 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes, but I had a jury 17 

trial.  My lawyer told them, he said -- my lawyer 18 

said, "Look, there's no way you did this."  He 19 

said "We're going to try it by jury," and it got 20 

tried by a jury and got found guilty and then 21 

ended up in here. 22 

  MS. SMITH:  Did you plead to the other 23 

-- the Smith case? 24 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes, because I actually 25 
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did that one.  I couldn't even get around it.  I 1 

knew I had -- it was my fault for pushing her. 2 

  MS. SMITH:  Okay. 3 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  Because the argument 4 

would have never happened. 5 

  MS. SMITH:  And then the second case 6 

that we talked about -- 7 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  Wilson, Wilson. 8 

  MS. SMITH:  Wilson, did you plead to 9 

that one or did you have a trial on that one? 10 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  My lawyer said "We're 11 

going to have a trial."  After Hunt and them was 12 

already being tried for, they said my best option 13 

was a plea. 14 

  MS. SMITH:  Okay.  So you took a plea 15 

on that one? 16 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 17 

  MS. SMITH:  Okay. 18 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  And it was horrible.  I 19 

know it's hard to sit here and believe somebody 20 

would inject themselves in murders, but I put 21 

myself in prison.  I can't blame nobody because I 22 

didn't have to get involved in that stuff and I 23 

did, so now here I am three years later. 24 

  MS. SMITH:  Okay.  Do you have any 25 
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questions? 1 

  MS. TANNER:  Mr. Carmichael, did you 2 

only ever know him in prison? 3 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh.  Never met him 4 

until he came to prison. 5 

  MS. TANNER:  Prior to -- okay. 6 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  Matter of fact, I think 7 

18 months I was at CP and he came -- sent to 8 

prison. 9 

  MS. TANNER:  Okay. 10 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  And I had seen him for 11 

the first time, but I never knew him. 12 

  MS. TANNER:  Okay. 13 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  He give statements to 14 

the police when he had got tried that he didn't 15 

know me, and I wasn't his crime partner, but the 16 

DA wouldn't -- he wouldn't consider anything. 17 

  MS. TANNER:  Okay. 18 

  MS. SMITH:  How did you find out that 19 

Mr. Carmichael knew -- or that Mr. Carmichael had 20 

confessed to the crime? 21 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  There was some people 22 

from Winston that had came into prison during the 23 

course of the time with him and (indiscernible) 24 

what I had came in for, and one guy said "your 25 
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crime partner."  I said "crime partner?"  I said 1 

"I don't have a crime partner."  And he said, 2 

"Yes, you do."  And that's when I seen him  for 3 

the first time.  And he was still a young kid.  4 

And the only thing he could say to me, he said "I 5 

don't know you" and that was it.  We didn't have 6 

no -- we never mingled together.  He wasn't mad.  7 

I wasn't angry with him.  I just didn't want to 8 

get tied up with him and I stayed away from him.  9 

That's all I could do. 10 

  MS. SMITH:  And so as of today, you 11 

still don't know who the other person is that he 12 

named? 13 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I don't know if 14 

Ms. Zurich would give him up or not, but I know 15 

she did find out who he was. 16 

  MS. SMITH:  Okay.  Do you have 17 

anything else? 18 

  MS. TANNER:  Nothing. 19 

  MS. SMITH:  Do you have anything else 20 

you want to tell us today? 21 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  That's about it. 22 

  MS. TANNER:  Okay. 23 

  MS. SMITH:  Okay.  Like I said, there 24 

will be potentially other folks from our office 25 
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that will come back and talk to you at a later 1 

date, which is for a longer time, okay, at some 2 

point during the course of the investigation. 3 

  I think that's it.  You don't have any 4 

questions for us? 5 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 6 

  MS. SMITH:  Okay. 7 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  I'm just nervous.  I've 8 

been up all night waiting to come over here. 9 

  MS. SMITH:  I will just add, there's 10 

no timeframe for how long our process takes, so 11 

you may not hear from us for a while.  Even after 12 

someone comes in and interviews you, it may be 13 

some period of time before you hear anything, so 14 

we will let you know if we need any information 15 

from you or if we end up closing your case, we 16 

will let you know when we've done that, but it 17 

can take a while to work through the process. 18 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  All right. 19 

  MS. TANNER:  Okay. 20 

  MS. SMITH:  Okay. 21 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  All right. 22 

  MS. SMITH:  All right. 23 

  MS. TANNER:  All right.  Thank you. 24 

  MS. SMITH:  Thank you very much. 25 
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  MR. WILLIAMS:  Thank you. 1 

  MS. SMITH:  I'll let you know that we 2 

are (indiscernible). 3 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  Ms. Milton told me, she 4 

says she knows you all.  She says you all right. 5 

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  (Indiscernible) 6 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  Wish it was that easy. 7 

  MS. SMITH:  Yes. 8 

  MR. WILLIAMS:  Thank you. 9 

  MS. SMITH:  Nice to meet you.  Thank 10 

you. 11 

  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Yes, ma'am. 12 

(The recorded interview concluded.) 13 
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Page # Description Exhibit 

1 Interview of MW on April 11, 2019 by Brian Ziegler (BTZ), 
Catherine Matoian (CLM), and Beth Tanner (DET).  Julie 
Boyer, counsel for MW, was also present. 

2 Exhibit list. 

3-5 MW’ brought from his own records (1) a copy of the order 
related to his request for DNA testing and (2) a letter he 
sent requesting all of his records. 

6 He hung around with Mattie Mae in 1985 and with her 
older brother but could not remember others. 

7-8 MW recalled hearing on the radio that Bryson had been 
killed and robbed or “something like that” (p. 1, line 12). 
MW recalled one of the stories “talking about somebody 
jumping in the car through a back window…and driving 
off” (p. 1, lines 19-22).  MW did not remember if he heard 
on the radio that Bryson died.  He said that the radio spot 
did not say which car.  He also remembered reading about 
it in an article in the paper and another article in jail.  MW 
did not watch much television. 

9 He talked to police about the Bryson case initially because 
Weavil told him he “needed to help himself.”  After he 
talked to police about the Wilson case, he read a “little 
short article” about the Bryson case. 

10-12 Before any statement was written, police took him to 
Bryson’s house and they started talking about the case. 

He chose Bryson because he thought the only place he 
could get help was in a case related to the black 
community. 

13-20 MW recalled Po’ Charlie’s daughter, Charlene 
Witherspoon, but did not recall talking to police about the 
case.  CLM shows MW Exhibit 56, a note related to the 
Witherspoon case, he recognized his handwriting but did 
not believe much of the content made sense.  MW 
identified this as being written as a “back up” to tell police 
if anything went wrong but said nothing in the 
handwritten statement was true.  MW was also surprised 
that the paper was part of the police file because he said 
it was never intended to be given to police.  He identified 
notes on the bottom of the page as related to the Bryson 
case. 

Exhibit 56 – Undated, unsigned 
handwritten document  

21-23 MW said his initial version was Mitchell was with him, and 
Mitchell cchoked Bryson.  His second statement included 
Terry Smith because Smith was a drug dealer.  “It was 
supposed to have been a drug deal gone back, getting her 



for that for her son” (p. 23, lines 1-3). MW believed 
Bryson’s son had a connection with Smith. 

24-25 CLM shows MW Exhibit 1, a handwritten statement he 
gave on 12/19.  Upon seeing his statement, MW recalls 
naming Gadget with Mitchell.  He said he gave three 
names because “they” said it was three people.  MW gave 
them Mitchell’s name because “they wanted Sammy so 
bad” (p. 25, lines 14-16). 

Exhibit 1 –Merritt Williams’ first 
handwritten statement  

26-29 Recalls police trying to get him to identify individuals after 
he was convicted.  He started to include Hunt but he did 
not because police did not include 

 

30-33 Discussion of the route taken by police with MW.  CLM 
shows MW Exhibit 57, a report about a statement MW 
gave to police about Bryson. 

Exhibit 57 – Report from the 
Winston-Salem Police 
Department from April 18th  

34-41 MW highlights on Exhibit 57 what he does not remember 
doing with police. 

 

42-50 MW reviews Exhibit 55 for anything he did not recall 
telling police.  MW recalls that Terry Smith had a Buick, 
not a Mercedes as the statement indicates. MW also said 
he did not wear two toboggans and he never had. 

Exhibit 55 – April 18, 1986, 
police report 

50-
51
  

MW alleges the lampshades came up in his statements 
because police asked him if he took something off the 
back porch, “something you use in the house” and he told 
them about the lampshades because he knew that there 
were lampshades at his house. 

 

52 Continues review of what MW alleges he did not tell 
police out of Exhibit 55. 

Exhibit 55 – April 18, 1986, 
police report  

53-54 MW alleges that he knew Bryson’s car had been taken 
because police asked him what they had done with the 
car, and then he saw a picture of the car at police 
headquarters. 

 

54 Continues to review Exhibit 55 and marking what he 
indicates he did not tell police. 

 

55-56 MW alleges that he “sat down” with police and two 
different statements he had made and started “moving 
stuff around.” 

 

59-60 MW did not recall reporting to police that he was 
concerned for his or Mattie Mae’s safety, but says that he 
was probably more concerned about himself because he 
implicated Terry Smith.  He believed police would believe 
his statements in the Bryson case because he included 
Mitchell, and Mitchell and Smith were pests in the 
community. 

 

62 MW recalls that at the time, it was “really rough” for the 
DA’s office.  MW is shown Exhibit 3. 

Exhibit 3 – Polygraph Report 
4/21/86 

63-64 MW says that he lied to police about the lampshades and 
that he made up that detail of the lampshades because he 

 



was trying to “put [himself] at that place at the time [he] 
needed to be with those statements.” (p. 63, lines 20-25). 

64-67 MW denies knowing Anthony Venson (Venson), and says 
he did not realize Venson had a relationship with Terry 
Smith.  MW also denies knowing Terry Smith as “Gadget” 
or “Tiny.” 

 

69 MW reviews Exhibit 2 and highlights what he contends he 
did not recall telling police. 

Exhibit 2 – Report from police 
file  

70 MW recalls a female PI hired by his lawyers that “ruled 
out” Terry Smith, and that is why “later on” his statements 
changed. He does not know her name and didn’t see her 
reports. 

 

71 MW says he changed to the “Lieutenant” story because 
police kept telling him something wasn’t adding up. He 
says that police told him it was unlikely it was Terry Smith. 
They did not tell him it couldn’t have been Mitchell. He 
continued to Sammy Mitchell up until the trial. 

 

72-74 MW indicates Ex. 60 is the statement he told the 
Commission was missing. This was the first statement he 
gave. Then he changed the story to include Mitchell, then 
he changed back to the “Lieutenant” version. 

Exhibit 60 – Detective Hicks’ 
trial testimony regarding the 
4/24/86 statement  

74-76 MW says that the female investigator “… had got kind of 
leary because they wanted to start backing away from 
Sammy” (p. 76, lines 8-9).  He thinks this is because the 
detective thought there were issues with the Wilson case. 

Exhibit 61 – Police report from 
4/24/86 

76-81 MW identifies Exhibit 62 as something he drew. He 
recalled pulling into the house on the side where the 
kitchen is marked. Police then pointed to the kitchen and 
living room. He based this sketch on a sketch police had 
already shown him and what police told him. The three 
circles are meant to represent him, Lieutenant, and the 
Bryson. He included the van because he was told by police 
there was a van parked across the street. 

Exhibit 62 – Map drawn, Merritt 
Drayton, 4/24/86 

81-84 MW denies drawing Exhibit 63. Exhibit 63 – Document marked 
982 from the Winston-Salem 
Police Department file 

84-87 He does not recognize the name Lester Davis. MW 
highlights portions of Exhibit 64 that he does not 
remember telling police. He was only shown a lineup after 
he was convicted. 

Exhibit 64 – Winston-Salem 
Police report from May 6, 1986 

88—97 MW did not recall meeting with Don Tisdale about the 
Bryson case or telling him about the receipt in his wallet. 
MW was making money at the time doing construction 
work. He denied ever going to Zayres. He did recall James 
Jackson taking him to another store. He acknowledges 
Mattie Mae and James Jackson could be right about going 
to a store, but it wasn’t Zayres. MW thought he told WSPD 

Exhibit 65 – Winston-Salem 
police report marked 447 and 
448 



about his wallet because it would have receipts in there 
that would clear him. 

97-98 MW recalls meeting with his lawyer and his lawyer saying, 
“It’s too late. You got in deep and they want the trial” (p. 
98, lines 2-3). 

 

98-100 Glenn and Gregg Davis told him they wanted to get off his 
case because MW had put himself in the Bryson case. He 
told his attorneys that the Lieutenant version of the story 
was accurate at first. He later told his attorneys he didn’t 
do it, but they did not want to take the plea offer. 

 

101-
102 

MW told his attorneys that he was innocent prior to his 
trial, but he does not think they told that to the police. 

 

102-
103 

Regarding his trial, MW recalls the testimony about the 
hair from the toboggan and Hicks being cross-examined 
by his attorneys about telling MW he could go free. MW 
can’t recall specifically what Hicks told him about going 
free, but believes that she said something like that. 

 

103-
106 

Recalls saying he had committed the murder during his 
testimony.  Explains his testimony regarding what police 
believed, says there was some belief that Mitchell was 
involved and some police that Terry Smith was involved, 
“And it was just shifting back and forth. At one point, they 
believed and then the next point they didn’t believe” (p. 
106, lines 1-9). 

Exhibit 66 – Transcript – 
Williams’ Testimony 

106-
108 

MW says that Hicks is who told him he could get help, but 
didn’t go into details of how he could do so. 

Exhibit 66 – Transcript – 
Williams’ Testimony 

108-
112 

MW says that George Thompson is someone he knew that 
had been dead long before the trial. George Thompson 
was from South Carolina. MW used the name because it 
was the quickest name he had in his head while on the 
stand. MW said Lieutenant/George Thompson worked for 
Terry Smith because it was the only way to get police to 
believe the whole story. George Thompson had no 
connection to Terry Smith. 

Exhibit 66 – Transcript – 
Williams’ Testimony 

112-
113 

MW understands that all the people he named could have 
been charged with murder. “I can’t answer why that 
happened. It happened. And I’m still trying to find why I 
could do it” (p. 113, lines 5-7). 

 

113-
117 

MW discusses what psychologists have told him about 
why he might have admitted to crimes he didn’t commit. 

 

117-
119 

MW did not recall asking to speak with detectives after he 
had been convicted. Exhibit 40 does not refresh his 
recollection. 

Exhibit 40 – Report after being 
convicted 7/31/87 

119-
121 

MW did not recall being shown this lineup. George 
Thomas Wideman is not George Thompson. Does not 
recognize any of the photographs. 

Exhibit 67 – Lineup – 7/31/87 



121-
122 

MW recalls being shown a lineup while in Central Prison 
after he was convicted and being asked to look for his 
crime partner in the Bryson murder. This was before he 
met Carmichael. 

 

122-
124 

MW discusses how he heard about Carmichael while in 
Central Prison. 

 

124-
127 

MW discusses the first conversation he had with Robbin 
Carmichael. Says Carmichael told him they were locked up 
for the same thing but said, “You’re not my crime partner” 
(p. 125, line 18). He would see Carmichael from time to 
time, but they wouldn’t talk about the murder. He 
generally stayed away from Carmichael to avoid any 
issues. 

 

127 MW says he had heard from others in prison that 
Carmichael had turned himself in prior to Carmichael 
being pointed out to him in prison. 

 

128 MW did not know the name of Carmichael’s crime 
partner. 

 

128-
130 

Other than meeting Carmichael and speaking to Zerwick, 
nothing else happened with his case. He waited to see if 
the DA would do anything. He never contacted the DA 
himself. 

 

130-
134 

MW is unable to give the names of the other people from 
Winston-Salem who were in prison with him who 
provided information about Carmichael. 

 

134-
135 

MW says that prior to Zerwick coming to see him in 
prison, he knew that Carmichael had robbed the house, 
had things he had taken from the house, and then turned 
himself in.  He did not understand why Carmichael would 
turn himself in after MW had been convicted. 

 

135-
138 

MW is proud that Carmichael got out and went to work 
and is not getting in trouble. He knows people in Winston 
and can check on Carmichael. He asked his fiancé, 
Suzanne Carter, to check on Carmichael. She found his 
workplace. He thinks she found him on the computer. 

 

138-
140 

MW recalls more information about the DPS phone call 
Commission staff asked about during 4/10/2019 
interview. This statements he made were in reference to 
a man in Wilkes County who is willing to help MW if he 
gets out. This man wanted to talk to the Commission 
about MW. 

 

140-
141 

MW denies knowing Carmichael while they were both 
living in Winston-Salem because Carmichael was younger 
than him.  

 

141 MW says that no one had ever come to him to tell him 
that Carmichael had turned himself in for this crime.  

 



142-
144 

MW says that Zerwick came to him in 2004 to talk about 
the Wilson case. She told him about Carmichael and said 
she was going to speak to him. MW says Zerwick came 
back for a second visit and told him that Carmichael said 
MW wasn’t his crime partner. Zerwick told MW she could 
not give him the crime partner’s name. Zerwick also said 
she could not go to the DA’s office with this information.  

144 MW says that he does not know the name of the person 
named by Carmichael.  

144-
145 

MW discusses his decision to apply to the Commission. 

145-
147 

MW says that before he applied to the Commission, he 
applied to another organization at Chapel Hill or Duke. 
They sent a letter stating they could not investigate his 
case.  

147 MW says he does not know anyone by the name Darren 
Johnson.  

148 MW denies trying to do any research into the person 
named by Carmichael. He has talked to people from 
Winston-Salem that know Carmichael, but no one has 
ever told him the other name.  

150 MW denies any involvement in the Bryson murder.  
MW states that none of the individuals he named in his 
confessions committed the murder. MW denies 
committing this crime with Carmichael. He also denies 
having any agreement with Carmichael where Carmichael 
would come forward in order to get him (MW) out of 
prison. MW denies there being any agreement between 
him and Carmichael about what they are going to say.  

151-
154 

MW does not know where he was when he wrote Exhibit 
56. He cannot remember the last time he saw this
document, but thinks he was in jail.

Exhibit 56 – Undated, unsigned 
handwritten document  

154-
155 

William says that he used facts that he heard elsewhere 
with the police, such as the car and the Victim coming 
home from a party.  MW recalls one of the detectives 
mentioning Mitchell’s name to him before they drove 
over to Bryson’s house. 

155-
156 

MW didn’t review any documents prior to the 
Commission’s interview. He didn’t talk to anyone about 
the interview.  

156-
157 

MW says he changed his story because the police did not 
believe it.  

157-
158 

MW indicates he would not have used stars to represent 
houses (as they appear on Exhibit 63). He would have 
drawn boxes.  

Exhibit 62 – Map drawn, Merritt 
Drayton, 4/24/86  
Exhibit 63 – Document marked 
982 from the Winston-Salem 
Police Department file 



158-
170 

Commission staff explains hearing process and visit from 
expert.  
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         1                         P R O C E E D I N G S 

 

         2               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So we are back on on 

 

         3     April 11th and now we are talking about the Bryson case. 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         5               MS. MATOIAN:  And what has just been handed to us? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  And that was something later on. 

 

         7               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  When I tried to -- 

 

         9               MS. MATOIAN:  So it looks like something you got 

 

        10     from the clerk's house? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        12               MS. MATOIAN:  Oh, this is about your order for DNA 

 

        13     testing. 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  That's when I tried to get 

 

        15     it in and they turned it down, so... 

 

        16               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  I think we have a copy of 

 

        17     this, but thank you.  Did you bring anything else with you? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  This is the last -- 

 

        19               MS. MATOIAN:  (Inaudible) -- 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- when I had requested -- 

 

        21               MS. MATOIAN:  -- yeah. 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- information from the police 

 

        23     department and they sent me this.  And I wrote them again -- 

 

        24               MS. MATOIAN:  In 2010? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- about it.  Uh-huh.  I wrote them 

 

 

 

 

  



                                                                         4 

 

 

         1     again to send me all the information I needed for that.  And 

 

         2     they sent that back.  And I wrote them again and they never 

 

         3     answered back.  And -- 

 

         4               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So what were you asking for? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Well, to get all my records 

 

         6     concerning the first case we just got through talking, 

 

         7     but -- 

 

         8               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- when I wrote them back telling 

 

        10     them exactly what I want, it just didn't -- they didn't 

 

        11     answer it back. 

 

        12               MS. MATOIAN:  So you wrote back with the 

 

        13     information? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  Asking them for the certain 

 

        15     information. 

 

        16               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  And they never did send it. 

 

        18               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  I should probably have that, 

 

        19     too, I would think.  Would you mind if we took that with us 

 

        20     just to make a copy -- 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        22               MS. MATOIAN:  -- if we don't have it and then we 

 

        23     can -- that -- that I'm sure we have. 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  All right. 

 

        25               MS. MATOIAN:  But we'll just make a copy -- 
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  1  MR. WILLIAMS:  (Inaudible) ride it out. 

  2  MS. BOYER:  (Inaudible.) 

  3  MR. WILLIAMS:  All right. 

  4  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

  5  MR. WILLIAMS:  I wasn't sure. 

  6  MS. BOYER:  I'm on your side. 

  7  MR. WILLIAMS:  All right.  I'm going to ride it 

  8   out.  It was tempting, but last night I just -- I said, Man, 

  9   this is (inaudible). 

 10  MS. BOYER:  I know yesterday was hard being 

 11   grilled by three attorneys. 

 12  MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 13  MS. BOYER:  Most people only have to deal with 

 14   being drilled by one attorney most of the time, but you had 

 15   three.  So I understand you're tired. 

 16  MS. MATOIAN:  All right.  Well, you let me know if 

 17   you need to take a break. 

 18  MR. WILLIAMS:  All right. 

 19  MS. MATOIAN:  So we're going to talk about the 

 20   Bryson case.  And you've been doing an excellent job of 

 21   keeping them separate when we talk, so I appreciate that. 

 22   And we'll try and keep that going. 

 23  I have some things I'm going to show you. 

 24   Probably not as much as yesterday maybe.  Some of them might 

 25   be in this binder and some of them I might have right here. 
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         1     So I will get -- let you know and hand them to you.  And I 

 

         2     think we're going to start at Exhibit 55 when we do start. 

 

         3               Okay.  So in 1985, after you get out of prison -- 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes. 

 

         5               MS. MATOIAN:  -- for the burning, other than 

 

         6     Mattie Mae, who were you hanging around with at that time? 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  That's probably it.  I don't know a 

 

         8     whole lot of people. 

 

         9               MS. MATOIAN:  Did you have friends? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  Some.  I wouldn't call them 

 

        11     friends.  Just acquaintance I guess you would say. 

 

        12               MS. MATOIAN:  Who would those acquaintances be? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  Some guys that I knew that were 

 

        14     from the drink house.  They didn't -- they stopped going to 

 

        15     the drink house.  Mattie Mae brother -- 

 

        16               MS. MATOIAN:  And that's Thomas Thompson? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  Her -- 

 

        18               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- older brother.  He -- she had 

 

        20     another brother and I can't remember his name. 

 

        21               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  I didn't hang with him.  He was in 

 

        23     trouble already then, too.  Oh, man.  I just can't remember 

 

        24     some of the people that I hung around. 

 

        25               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  When did you first hear that 
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  1   Ms. Bryson had been murdered? 

  2  MR. WILLIAMS:  First it was over the radio for a 

  3   while.  It played it a long time. 

  4  MS. MATOIAN:  And do you remember what the radio 

  5   station was? 

  6  MR. WILLIAMS:  Oh, God.  No.  It was the -- I 

  7   guess you call it rap station, more like soul station 

  8   mostly. 

  9  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  And what would you hear on 

 10   the radio? 

 11  MR. WILLIAMS:  They were just talking about how 

 12   somebody had killed her and robbed her, something like that. 

 13   And then, again, they started talking about information, 

 14   people who could identify people that's been in that area at 

 15   night and stuff like that.  And that was it. 

 16  MS. MATOIAN:  Did they say how she was killed? 

 17  MR. WILLIAMS:  No, they never said that.  One -- 

 18   just one of the stories was just about -- talking about 

 19   somebody jumping in the car through a back window. 

 20  MS. MATOIAN:  Someone jumping into the car through 

 21   the back window? 

 22  MR. WILLIAMS:  And driving off. 

 23  MS. MATOIAN:  Did they give street names? 

 24  MR. WILLIAMS:  I can't remember if they gave the 

 25   street names or not.  I can't remember if they did or not. 
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         1               MS. MATOIAN:  And did they say what car? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  They didn't say what car. 

 

         3     They just said a car was speeding off. 

 

         4               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  And they got in it and jumped in 

 

         6     the window. 

 

         7               MS. MATOIAN:  So other than the radio, did you 

 

         8     hear about it anywhere else? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I think there it an article, 

 

        10     but I didn't read it.  It was an article in one of the 

 

        11     papers that people was talking about it and that was it. 

 

        12               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Do you remember anything that 

 

        13     the article said? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  Not until the article I seen 

 

        15     when I was in jail.  That was an article I seen. 

 

        16               MS. MATOIAN:  But you think you saw an article 

 

        17     when you were out -- 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        19               MS. MATOIAN:  -- on the streets?  Okay. 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  I didn't pay that much attention to 

 

        21     it. 

 

        22               MS. MATOIAN:  Did you ever see anything on TV 

 

        23     about it? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  Because I don't -- I hate to 

 

        25     say it, I don't watch TV probably hardly any. 
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         1               MS. MATOIAN:  And when do you think you were 

 

         2     hearing those things on the radio? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  God.  I can't remember exactly.  It 

 

         4     seemed to be shortly after she had died or maybe a month 

 

         5     before.  It was -- no, it seemed like it was at the end part 

 

         6     of the year. 

 

         7               MS. MATOIAN:  It was the end of the year? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         9               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Okay.  So how did you first 

 

        10     come to talk to police about the Bryson case? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't know if it's in that -- any 

 

        12     of the statements.  But, again, they were saying that I 

 

        13     needed to help myself and I implicated myself in that 

 

        14     murder. 

 

        15               MS. MATOIAN:  Who said you needed to help 

 

        16     yourself? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Weavers -- I get you call it Weavil 

 

        18     or Weaver. 

 

        19               MS. MATOIAN:  Weavil did, okay.  And when did he 

 

        20     tell you that? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  It was after -- it was not long 

 

        22     after we had been doing Arthur's case, the Wilson case. 

 

        23               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  We talked about it.  And I was in 

 

        25     jail then.  And I started reading a little short article 
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  1   about -- about the Bryson case.  But before any statement 

  2   was written, they came and got me and drove me all the way 

  3   to her house and pulled up in her yard. 

  4  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

  5  MR. WILLIAMS:  And we started talking about it. 

  6  MS. MATOIAN:  So when Weavil says that you need to 

  7   help yourself, did he say you need to help yourself by 

  8   giving information about the Bryson case or did he say you 

 9   need help yourself? 

 10  MR. WILLIAMS:  He just said I needed to help 

 11   myself. 

 12  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So you chose to provide 

 13   information about the Bryson case? 

 14  MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes. 

 15  MS. MATOIAN:  And why did you choose that? 

 16  MR. WILLIAMS:  It was a black community.  And that 

 17   was the only place I'd probably get help because that was 

 18   the only thing people really wanted to have solved.  And I 

 19   just jumped in. 

 20  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So you said they took you to 

 21   her house.  How did that whole thing start?  Did you -- like 

 22   Weavil tells you you need to help yourself, you decide you 

 23   want to give them information about the Bryson case.  What 

 24   happens next? 

 25  MR. WILLIAMS:  He said, Well -- he came and got me 
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  1   from the jail.  And he said, Well, I'm going to take you -- 

  2   take you someplace and tell me if -- if you know -- know 

  3   this place I'm taking you.  So they went on the street that 

  4   she stayed on.  And they went to the house and pulled up in 

  5   the yard.  But rather than pull right up in the front yard, 

  6   they drove all the way to the back to where you could see 

  7   the back door and we started talking about it. 

  8  MS. MATOIAN:  Had you told them that you knew 

  9   information about the Bryson case before they took you to 

 10   her house? 

 11  MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 12  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So tell me about that. 

 13  MR. WILLIAMS:  Only thing I told them is that I 

 14   had involvement and some other people's involved in it, 

 15   Darryl -- Darryl wasn't involved, but Sammy was involved in 

 16   it.  And that's when they said, Well, let's just take a ride 

 17   and see if you can tell us more when you get there. 

 18  And when I got there, it was wild.  They had 

 19   started asking me questions that -- how did we get in the 

 20   back door; who went in; what was taken out, and stuff like 

 21   that. 

 22  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So the first time you talk to 

 23   police about the Bryson case, the only two names you gave 

 24   were Sammy and Darryl? 

 25  MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes.  And then the -- 
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         1               MS. MATOIAN:  But that's the first time? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

         3               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Sorry.  I just want to keep 

 

         4     it clear. 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Okay. 

 

         6               MS. MATOIAN:  All right.  So you tell them that 

 

         7     Sammy and Darryl are involved -- 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         9               MS. MATOIAN:  -- and then they take you to her 

 

        10     house? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        12               MS. MATOIAN:  Now, tell me about -- was it similar 

 

        13     to the Arthur Wilson case where you had someone from the 

 

        14     jail call them and say, hey, he wants to talk to you or how 

 

        15     did you get to them -- to police to tell them that Sammy and 

 

        16     Darryl were involved? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  After I read the article -- after I 

 

        18     had read the article, I had somebody call them. 

 

        19               MS. MATOIAN:  But is that what you did? 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        21               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  What did you tell them that 

 

        22     Sammy and Darryl had done? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  I can't remember.  I told them that 

 

        24     Sammy was with me, but I didn't give them any details of 

 

        25     what he done.  I had forgot just about everything in that 
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  1   case.  I had written it down, but I didn't keep any of it. 

  2   It was so long ago, I can't remember. 

  3  MS. MATOIAN:  Do you remember also telling police 

  4   that you wanted to talk to them about the Witherspoon 

  5   homicide? 

  6  MR. WILLIAMS:  Witherspoon?  I don't know 

  7   Witherspoon. 

  8  MS. MATOIAN:  So I'm going to show you 55. 

  9   (Exhibit Number 55 was introduced.) 

 10  MS. MATOIAN:  And this is just a police report -- 

 11  MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 12  MS. MATOIAN:  -- from 56 April 18, 1986, which is 

 13   the first reported day we have of you talking to police 

 14   about this case.  And it's 504 through 511.  I'm not going 

 15   to ask you to read the whole thing right now.  But I want 

 16   you to read the first paragraph right there on the first 

 17   page for me, on page 504. 

 18  (Pause.) 

 19  MR. WILLIAMS:  "Witherspoon" shows at the top.  I 

 20   don't remember Witherspoon at all. 

 21  MS. MATOIAN:  Did you know a drug dealer was named 

 22   Po Charlie? 

 23  MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 24  MS. MATOIAN:  Charlene Witherspoon was 

 25   Po Charlie's daughter? 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  She got more or less like 

 

         2     assassinated like in a murder.  Somebody shot her up off 

 

         3     distance. 

 

         4               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  And did you know anything 

 

         5     about that murder? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  No, no.  In fact, I couldn't have 

 

         7     because that murder happened while I was in jail, in prison. 

 

         8               MS. MATOIAN:  Did you ever hearing anything about 

 

         9     that at all? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh.  Only when guys from Winston 

 

        11     when they come to prison talk about they felt sorry for her 

 

        12     because somebody had shot her with a more or less a sniper 

 

        13     rifle from a distance away and killed her.  And that's it. 

 

        14               MS. MATOIAN:  So people were telling you that 

 

        15     jail.  Did you ever tell police -- 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        17               MS. MATOIAN:  -- that that's what you heard? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh. 

 

        19               MS. MATOIAN:  Do you ever remember giving a 

 

        20     statement in the Charlene Witherspoon case? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I was in jail.  I couldn't.  I 

 

        22     don't know anything about Charlene when she got killed. 

 

        23               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  I just knew her dad. 

 

        25               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  I'm going to show you -- I'm 
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         1     just going ask a few more questions about this Witherspoon 

 

         2     thing and then we're going to move on.  But I'm going to 

 

         3     show you what I'm marking as 56. 

 

         4                   (Exhibit Number 56 was introduced.) 

 

         5               MS. MATOIAN:  This is an undated, unsigned 

 

         6     handwritten document.  The first thing I want you to do is 

 

         7     look at it and tell me if that's your handwriting. 

 

         8                               (Pause.) 

 

         9               MS. MATOIAN:  Is that your handwriting? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  It looks like my handwriting.  But 

 

        11     God, knows, some of the people in here, no.  I wouldn't 

 

        12     present you recall those names because the top name, James 

 

        13     Drayton, he is dead. 

 

        14               MS. MATOIAN:  Was he dead in 1985 or 1986? 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  In fact, he's my uncle.  He stays 

 

        16     in New York.  He's dead as a doornail. 

 

        17               MS. MATOIAN:  Was he a large dealer or a boss of a 

 

        18     12-member gang? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        20               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  He actually was a manager of one of 

 

        22     the casinos near Atlantic City.  He died last year.  In 

 

        23     fact, he died last year in June or July.  He came home.  My 

 

        24     mother brought him home so he could die. 

 

        25               MS. MATOIAN:  So then it says: 
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         1               "Hits orders come from James on cocaine dealers 

 

         2     who don't pay for their drugs." 

 

         3               Is that true? 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  He don't even do drugs. 

 

         5               MS. MATOIAN:  "Witherspoon had gotten $750 worth 

 

         6     of drugs with about" -- it looks like "a hundred dollars 

 

         7     done on the face of Po Charlie's name or word." 

 

         8               Do you remember telling the police that? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  This -- this -- they shouldn't even 

 

        10     have this because this was something that was done while in 

 

        11     jail and this was some people in jail with me and it don't 

 

        12     even add up. 

 

        13               MS. MATOIAN:  What do you mean by that? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because Po Charlie, he was in 

 

        15     prison during that time, federal prison.  I knew -- I knew 

 

        16     about him being in prison.  And, no, none of this is 

 

        17     accurate. 

 

        18               MS. MATOIAN:  So then the next statement says: 

 

        19               "James has ordered hits on six people including 

 

        20     Po Charlie and his little girl." 

 

        21               Were you talking about Charlene? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  That's weird.  This is crazy 

 

        23     because, no, none of this should have been ever brought up 

 

        24     because I don't know anybody in Miami. 

 

        25               MS. MATOIAN:  When you say "none of this should 
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  1   have been brought up," what do you mean, that you wrote this 

  2   but nobody should know about it? 

  3  MR. WILLIAMS:  This was something that was going 

  4   to be used, but this should have never came up at all. 

  5  MS. MATOIAN:  Who is -- 

  6  MR. WILLIAMS:  Because all these people are -- 

  7   only person in here that I have direct contact with would 

  8   have been my uncle and Cherry, which is Cherry Smith. 

  9  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 10  MR. WILLIAMS:  That's in the Bryson case. 

 11  MS. MATOIAN:  Right. 

 12  MR. WILLIAMS:  But other than that, no. 

 13  MS. MATOIAN:  So what was this for?  You said this 

 14   shouldn't have been used.  Well, what was it written for? 

 15  MR. WILLIAMS:  Well, this was actually written as 

 16   a backup if anything went wrong.  But none of it's true. 

 17   Because my uncle, he don't do drugs.  He can't anyway even 

 18   when he was living. 

 19  MS. MATOIAN:  Why did you need a backup? 

 20  MR. WILLIAMS:  Because when they questioned me, 

 21   they wanted to make sure I had things in order.  If I was 

 22   going to get any help, I had to have something that was 

 23   believable. 

 24  MS. MATOIAN:  So I -- please correct me if I'm 

 25   wrong.  What you're saying is that the police told you that 
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  1   you needed to have a backup that was believable? 

  2  MR. WILLIAMS:  They wanted everything I do to make 

  3   sure it was written so it would be believable. 

  4  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So -- 

  5  MR. WILLIAMS:  (Inaudible.) 

  6  MS. MATOIAN:  -- they had you write this, but 

  7   you're saying that nothing in here is true? 

  8  MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  Nothing.  Not a thing. 

  9  MS. MATOIAN:  Did they think this was believable? 

 10  MR. WILLIAMS:  I would say yes and no. 

 11  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  What didn't they think was 

 12   believable about it? 

 13  MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't think they believed the 

 14   hit.  But the thing with Cherry, Cherry Smith and stuff like 

 15   that, they believed. 

 16  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 17  MR. WILLIAMS:  The amount of drugs that were 

 18   moved, they believed that. 

 19  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 20  MR. WILLIAMS:  Because that was close to what was 

 21   always said him doing. 

 22  MS. MATOIAN:  So I just want to understand why 

 23   you're saying that this shouldn't have been used.  Like 

 24   what -- what happened with this? 

 25  MR. WILLIAMS:  I didn't give it to them, I know 
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         1     that. 

 

         2               MS. MATOIAN:  You never gave this to them? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh. 

 

         4               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

         5               MS. TANNER:  So did the police direct you to write 

 

         6     this or did you just write this or is there some other 

 

         7     reason that it's down on the paper? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  I was writing it because it was 

 

         9     never finished.  It was being more or less like a statement 

 

        10     and I stopped -- I stopped writing on that. 

 

        11               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Did the police ask you to 

 

        12     write this? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  They asked me to try to 

 

        14     remember anything I could about certain things and I wrote 

 

        15     this. 

 

        16               MS. MATOIAN:  So you were writing this down while 

 

        17     you were giving information on cases as a backup for 

 

        18     yourself -- 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        20               MS. MATOIAN:  -- of information you could use? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes. 

 

        22               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  And then down at the bottom, 

 

        23     it says: 

 

        24               "I was sent to break in the house along with these 

 

        25     other two people who was there.  The person (sic) was that 

 

 

 

 

  



  20 

  1   the old lady owes some money and was told to be careful of 

  2   papers." 

  3  Is that your handwriting as well? 

  4  MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes. 

  5  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  And what case are you talking 

  6   about there? 

  7  MR. WILLIAMS:  That was the Bryson case. 

  8  MS. MATOIAN:  Bryson case.  Okay.  But today, you 

  9   don't remember ever giving the police any kind of statement 

 10   about the Charlene Witherspoon murder? 

 11  MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 12  MS. MATOIAN:  No.  Okay. 

 13  MR. WILLIAMS:  Do you want me to finish reading 

 14   this thing? 

 15  MS. MATOIAN:  Stick that to the side.  Hold on one 

 16   second.  I just want to -- 

 17  MR. WILLIAMS:  I think that's -- 

 18  MS. MATOIAN:  -- take it back for one second. 

 19  Okay.  So you told the police that Sammy and 

  20   Darryl are involved.  That is the first version -- 

 21  MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 22  MS. MATOIAN:  -- that you tell them in the Bryson 

 23   case? 

 24  MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 25  MS. MATOIAN:  They take you to her house? 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         2               MS. MATOIAN:  Did you go straight to her house? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         4               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  And they start asking you 

 

         5     questions? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         7               MS. MATOIAN:  Do you remember what you were 

 

         8     telling them about being there? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  I think I told them when we went in 

 

        10     the house we moved furniture around, stuff like that.  And 

 

        11     then they asked me about her being killed.  And I don't 

 

        12     know -- they put in a statement.  And then I suggest that I 

 

        13     hold her hand and she couldn't get -- get away.  And she was 

 

        14     being choked while I hold her hands. 

 

        15               MS. MATOIAN:  Who was choking her? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  I told her Sammy was. 

 

        17               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Was that true? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  It was ruled out. 

 

        19               MS. MATOIAN:  Had you ever been to her house 

 

        20     before? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        22               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So you go there, they're 

 

        23     asking you questions, you tell them that it was you, Sammy 

 

        24     and Darryl? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  Just me and Sammy then. 
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  1  MS. MATOIAN:  Just you and Sammy? 

  2  MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

  3  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  And Sammy chokes her while 

  4   you hold her hand? 

  5  MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

  6  MS. MATOIAN:  And you moved furniture.  Did you 

  7   tell them you took anything? 

  8  MR. WILLIAMS:  They think I took some lampshades. 

  9   But no.  The lampshades were -- the same thing came from the 

 10   same house we were in on 9th Street -- 

 11  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 12  MR. WILLIAMS:   -- on 9th Street. 

 13  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So after you go to her house 

 14   that first time, what happens after that? 

 15  MR. WILLIAMS:  Went back to the police department 

 16   and then statements were made.  I made statements.  Kept 

 17   written (sic) some.  And there's two different statements. 

 18  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Who did you name in those two 

 19   statements? 

 20  MR. WILLIAMS:  Sammy and Terry Smith. 

 21  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Was there anyone else? 

 22  MR. WILLIAMS:  I can't remember if I put down 

 23   anybody else's name. 

 24  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  How does Terry Smith get 

 25   involved? 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because he was a drug dealer.  And 

 

         2     it was supposed to have been a drug deal gone bad, getting 

 

         3     her for that for her son. 

 

         4               MS. MATOIAN:  Who told you it was supposed to have 

 

         5     been a drug deal gone bad? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  That's they way we had determined 

 

         7     it would be.  It had to be a drug deal gone bad.  And that's 

 

         8     when he was introduced into in the case, because her son was 

 

         9     a lawyer and he had a connection with Terry.  And that's how 

 

        10     this thing played out. 

 

        11               MS. MATOIAN:  Who told you her son had a 

 

        12     connection with Terry? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  In the community we seen them 

 

        14     together before. 

 

        15               MS. MATOIAN:  You knew? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  I seen them before. 

 

        17               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  And -- but you're saying we 

 

        18     determined that it must have been a drug deal gone bad.  Who 

 

        19     is "we"? 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  After they read it, the first thing 

 

        21     they said was, It had to be drugs. 

 

        22               I said, Well, yeah, it probably was because he was 

 

        23     messing with Terry.  And so I introduced Terry name into a 

 

        24     statement. 

 

        25               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  All right.  And you remember 
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         1     doing two handwritten statements? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  That's all I can remember.  I 

 

         3     believe I did another one, I'm not sure. 

 

         4               MS. MATOIAN:  Let's see.  So this is Exhibit 1. 

 

         5     And this appears to be -- and just time-wise -- the first 

 

         6     handwritten statement you gave because it's 1249 on 12/19. 

 

         7                   (Exhibit Number 1 was introduced.) 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         9               MS. MATOIAN:  And it's marked 398 through 403. 

 

        10     What I'm going to have you do -- well, first, read it.  Is 

 

        11     that your handwriting? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  I'm sure it was mine. 

 

        13                               (Pause.) 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  This. 

 

        15               MS. MATOIAN:  That's your handwriting? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        17               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  Do you want me to mark anything 

 

        19     with this? 

 

        20               MS. MATOIAN:  Are you seeing anything on there 

 

        21     that you do not recall telling the police?  Because this is 

 

        22     your handwriting you said. 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh.  No.  I'm all right with 

 

        24     that.  That's my handwriting. 

 

        25               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  All right.  So do you now 
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         1     recall naming someone else named Gadget? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes.  Yeah. 

 

         3               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Who's Gadget? 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  It was a made-up name. 

 

         5               MS. MATOIAN:  It was a made-up name? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes. 

 

         7               MS. MATOIAN:  Why did you make up that name? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because when I first -- when they 

 

         9     first talked about the murder of her, they said it was three 

 

        10     people.  And I got Sammy into it.  I used that name and it 

 

        11     was believable to them.  That's how they got the indictment. 

 

        12               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So why did you give Sammy 

 

        13     Mitchell's name? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because he still -- they still had 

 

        15     wanted Sammy so bad and he was the only one that probably 

 

        16     would be my way out of everything. 

 

        17               MS. MATOIAN:  Who told you he was your only way 

 

        18     out of everything? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  From my -- from my gathering of 

 

        20     what was going on in the other case, they still didn't 

 

        21     believe quite everything.  And when I put him in this one, 

 

        22     they had believed it.  But they shouldn't have because it 

 

        23     was things that they should know he couldn't have done and 

 

        24     was involved in that. 

 

        25               MS. MATOIAN:  Why should they have known he 
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         1     couldn't have been involved? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because (inaudible) Sammy, he will 

 

         3     not break in a house.  He's, you know, breaking in anything. 

 

         4     He'll talk junk or something like that, but he won't -- he 

 

         5     won't break in a house.  And he still was the most wanted 

 

         6     person by the DA at the time to get off the street. 

 

         7               MS. MATOIAN:  And why did you name Terry Smith? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  He was -- he was a drug dealer and 

 

         9     I know he knew the family. 

 

        10               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  It's the mess I created. 

 

        12               MS. MATOIAN:  And did you know of Terry Smith to 

 

        13     have someone named Gadget who worked for him? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  There was a Gadget, but he 

 

        15     didn't work for him.  He's just -- 

 

        16               MS. MATOIAN:  Who is Gadget? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  He's just a person that hang around 

 

        18     in the neighborhood.  He wasn't -- he was a nobody. 

 

        19               MS. MATOIAN:  Did you dislike Gadget? 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  He was all right.  He would do 

 

        21     crazy stuff, but not that. 

 

        22               MS. MATOIAN:  What do you mean by "crazy stuff"? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  He -- he'd fight or jump on people 

 

        24     like that, but he would never break in anything.  I've never 

 

        25     known him to rob.  But he would -- he would steal things, 
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         1     but he wouldn't break in to get it.  You know, he just -- 

 

         2     you couldn't leave nothing out; he'd move it. 

 

         3               MS. MATOIAN:  And do you remember ever telling -- 

 

         4     looking at pictures and telling someone you knew who Gadget 

 

         5     was?  Do you remember identifying him? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh.  I didn't identify nobody in 

 

         7     the -- in this case at all.  They came to -- they didn't 

 

         8     show me any -- they showed me pictures, but when I went to 

 

         9     CP, they brought a book of photos and tried to get me to 

 

        10     identify a bunch of people. 

 

        11               MS. MATOIAN:  When was that? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  I went to CP in '96.  No, I went to 

 

        13     CP right after the trial.  I think it was probably about 

 

        14     '97. 

 

        15               MS. MATOIAN:  You were tried in '87. 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  '87. 

 

        17               MS. MATOIAN:  So '87 or '97? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  '87. 

 

        19               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  '87.  They brought a bunch of 

 

        21     pictures up for me to identify, asked me if I knew anyone. 

 

        22               MS. MATOIAN:  After you had been convicted? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        24               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Did they -- and it was 

 

        25     Winston-Salem Police Department? 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         2               MS. MATOIAN:  Did they tell you why they wanted 

 

         3     you to look through pictures? 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  They told me they wanted to 

 

         5     see -- they wanted me to name my accomplice -- 

 

         6               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- to the murder.  And I didn't 

 

         8     know anybody in the pictures. 

 

         9               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Do you remember -- other than 

 

        10     that first time you said you went to the victim's house, do 

 

        11     you remember doing anything else? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        13               MS. MATOIAN:  Like on that first day, on April 

 

        14     18th. 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        16               MS. TANNER:  I just want to clarify.  When you use 

 

        17     the name Gadget, was that a made-up name or did it apply to 

 

        18     someone? 

 

        19               MS. MATOIAN:  It's a person's that, but I 

 

        20     didn't -- I just put that name in there.  I wasn't trying to 

 

        21     name him. 

 

        22               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        23               MS. MATOIAN:  I wasn't. 

 

        24               MS. TANNER:  And you -- 

 

        25               MS. MATOIAN:  But you gave them his name knowing 
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         1     that there's a guy on the street named Gadget -- 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

         3               MS. MATOIAN:  -- so you know the police could go 

 

         4     pick up someone who is known on the street named Gadget, 

 

         5     right? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  But they wouldn't have 

 

         7     picked Gadget up. 

 

         8               MS. MATOIAN:  Why wouldn't they have picked Gadget 

 

         9     up? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because he -- where he live at, 

 

        11     it's not near close where that happened at, not even close. 

 

        12     He lived a long ways from there. 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  Also you implicated Sammy Mitchell in 

 

        14     this. 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        16               MS. TANNER:  And originally when you were talking 

 

        17     to Catee, you said you mentioned Darryl Hunt.  Did you 

 

        18     implicate Darryl Hunt in this crime? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  I started to, but it didn't -- I 

 

        20     don't think they included in it -- 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  Why? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- put him in it.  I don't know. 

 

        23               MS. TANNER:  So you started to, but who didn't put 

 

        24     it in -- who didn't put it in? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't think the police put him in 
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  1   that -- 

  2  MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

  3  MR. WILLIAMS:  -- in the report. 

  4  MS. TANNER:  And you don't know why that was? 

  5  MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

  6  MS. TANNER:  Were there any discussions with you 

  7   about the implication of Darryl Hunt in the Bryson case? 

  8  MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh. 

  9  MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 10  MS. MATOIAN:  Do you remember taking the police 

 11   anywhere that night, the first time you were giving 

 12   statements? 

 13  MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I remember them going -- 

 14   they're going places and I'd take them places. 

 15  MS. MATOIAN:  All right.  Where did you go? 

 16  MR. WILLIAMS:  The only place I remember going is 

 17   to Bryson's house. 

 18  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Do you remember taking them 

 19   to a house that you said Terry Smith owned on Dunleith? 

 20  MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 21  MS. MATOIAN:  You didn't take the police from a 

 22   house Terry Smith had on Dunleith and then took them the 

 23   route you took to Ms. Bryson's house? 

 24  MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I know they went to a house on 

 25   Dunleith, but I didn't tell them to go there. 
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  1  MS. MATOIAN:  You knew that Terry Smith had a 

  2   house on Dunleith? 

  3  MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah, I know, but I didn't -- I 

  4   didn't tell them to go there. 

  5  MS. MATOIAN:  You didn't tell them to go there? 

  6  MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

  7  MS. MATOIAN:  So if they put in a report that they 

  8   started at Terry Smith's house and drove to the victim's 

  9   house, that wouldn't be true? 

 10  MR. WILLIAMS:  No, I don't know the person going 

 11   to that -- to Dunleith, but we went -- we went on Dunleith 

 12   and then we -- we went -- start driving.  We end up at -- 

 13   that house Ms. Bryson had. 

 14  MS. MATOIAN:  All right.  I'm going to show you 

 15   57. 

 16  (Exhibit Number 57 was introduced.) 

 17  MS. MATOIAN:  This is another report from the 

 18   Winston-Salem Police Department from 4/18, which is the 

 19   first day you start giving statements about the Bryson case. 

 20  I'm going to have you look on the second page, 

 21   which is -- so 57 goes from 513 to 516.  I'm going to have 

 22   you look at 514 and start on the second paragraph right 

 23   there. 

 24  MS. TANNER:  (Inaudible.) 

 25  MS. MATOIAN:  That's all right.  It's not as 
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  1   organized as I have it in my head. 

  2  MS. TANNER:  That's okay. 

  3  MS. MATOIAN:  I'm going to do it this way. 

  4  MS. TANNER:  (Inaudible.) 

  5  MS. MATOIAN:  Thank you. 

  6  (Pause.) 

  7  (Inaudible conversation held off the record.) 

  8  MS. MATOIAN:  If you're back on the first page -- 

  9   we should just do this now, do what we've done before.  I 

 10   know you're saying you didn't tell the truth in this, so I'm 

  11   not asking whether or not this is the truth.  I'm asking for 

 12   you to highlight anything that you do not recall telling or 

 13   doing with the police in -- what's that, Number 57 -- in 

 14   Number 57. 

 15  MR. WILLIAMS:  57. 

 16  MS. MATOIAN:  So if you want to start at the 

 17   beginning. 

 18   (Pause.) 

 19  MS. MATOIAN:  Take this back from you for just one 

 20   second. 

 21  (Inaudible conversation off the record.) 

 22  MR. WILLIAMS:  I'm surprised you got in with the 

 23   (inaudible), but (inaudible).  They make me take the paper 

 24   out and leave the binder and box up there. 

 25  MS. MATOIAN:  That would have made me cry because 
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         1     I know I would have dropped it. 

 

         2               MS. BOYER:  Maybe we irritated them enough that 

 

         3     they just didn't want to deal with three crazy women. 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Probably because they're scared of 

 

         5     those two. 

 

         6               MS. BOYER:  Yeah.  They don't give a shit about 

 

         7     me. 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  They're scared of those two, for 

 

         9     real.  Any attorneys that come out of Raleigh they're scared 

 

        10     of. 

 

        11               MS. MATOIAN:  Really? 

 

        12               MS. BOYER:  Well, the guard was saying that -- 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  They're scared of them. 

 

        14               MS. BOYER:  The guard was saying that, you know, 

 

        15     you guys are one of the innocence clinics that helped get 

 

        16     someone out of here not too long ago. 

 

        17               MS. MATOIAN:  I wonder who it was. 

 

        18               MS. BOYER:  Yeah.  'Cause the guard up front when 

 

        19     I was walking in -- 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  With you, when you came in the 

 

        21     other time with someone -- 

 

        22               MS. TANNER:  With Lindsey? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- and we was back there.  Yeah. 

 

        24               MS. TANNER:  Just to collect DNA. 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 
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  1  MS. MATOIAN:  Yeah.  I don't -- I can't -- 

  2  MS. BOYER:  Yeah.  The blonde up front was asking 

  3   me about, So what are you with?  I said, I'm a private 

  4   attorney in Winston-Salem.  Generally speaking, if you're 

  5   charged with knocking people off, I'm your man.  And she 

  6   just kind of looked at me, and she goes, Based on who those 

  7   people are.  Someone said you were with the innocence 

  8   something.  And oh, my, God, do you know one those groups 

  9   got some guy out of here not long ago?  Can you believe the 

 10   stuff that they do? 

 11  MS. MATOIAN:  Yeah. 

 12  MS. BOYER:  I wonder.  That was their moment of 

 13   gossip. 

 14  MS. MATOIAN:  I haven't heard of anyone getting 

 15   out in the past year.  But some of them just don't get any 

 16   media attention.  So if I don't -- 

 17  MS. BOYER:  (Inaudible.) 

 18  MS. MATOIAN:  (Inaudible) right. 

 19  MS. BOYER:  Based on the county of conviction. 

 20  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  All right.  So let's go over 

 21   what you've highlighted. 

 22  MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't know how that would work. 

 23  MS. MATOIAN:  All right.  So on 514 you -- at the 

 24   bottom -- and these are things you've highlighted that you 

 25   don't remember doing, correct? 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  Right. 

 

         2               MS. MATOIAN:  It says:  "Drayton specifically 

 

         3     pointed out the back door at the residence and stated that 

 

         4     that was the door he had exited from that night." 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes. 

 

         6               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So up here, you remember -- 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  Making all those statements, yes. 

 

         8               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So it says:  "Since Merritt 

 

         9     Drayton was familiar with Terry Smith's residence on 

 

        10     Patterson Avenue near the 27th Street, it was decided that 

 

        11     this would be the location where Merritt Drayton would start 

 

        12     from in telling us which route to take to the house on 

 

        13     Gilmer Avenue.  Merritt Drayton indicated that he remembered 

 

        14     turning off Patterson Avenue onto a one-way street when they 

 

        15     went to the residence on that night in Gilmer Avenue." 

 

        16               Do you remember taking them from Terry Smith's 

 

        17     house to Gilmer Avenue? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        19               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  And that's probably one I should 

 

        21     have marked, too, because I don't remember taking them 

 

        22     there. 

 

        23               MS. MATOIAN:  I mean if you remember it, that's 

 

        24     fine -- 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  No, I don't -- 
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  1  MS. MATOIAN:  -- but it -- 

  2  MR. WILLIAMS:  -- remember -- 

  3  MS. MATOIAN:  Right. 

  4  MR. WILLIAMS:  -- going from there. 

  5  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

  6  MR. WILLIAMS:  Because actually, the street that 

  7   they went on -- she stayed on, there's a street that you 

  8   have to actually be, one, a person that really live on that 

  9   street to remember that street. 

 10  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  That's up towards the top 

 11   there. 

 12   (Pause.) 

 13  MR. WILLIAMS:  (Inaudible.) 

 14  MS. MATOIAN:  All right.  Okay.  So going back. 

 15   So now what we have highlighted on page 514 -- 

 16  MR. WILLIAMS:  It's correct. 

 17  MS. MATOIAN:  -- is:  "Since Merritt Drayton was 

 18   familiar with Terry Smith's residence on Patterson Avenue 

 19   near 27th Street, it was decided that this would be the 

 20   location where Merritt Drayton would start from in telling 

 21   us which route to take on Gilmer Avenue.  Merritt Drayton 

 22   indicated that he remembered turning off Patterson Avenue 

 23   onto a one-way street when they went to the residence on 

 24   that night on Gilmer Avenue.  Once we reached that location, 

 25   Merritt Drayton director us towards 28th Street where he 
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         1     told us to make a left-hand turn.  Once we reached Gilmer 

 

         2     Avenue, we were once again told to make a left-hand turn." 

 

         3               And then you've highlighted just this part that 

 

         4     says "until we reached the area near the Bryson residence." 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         6               MS. MATOIAN:  And then it goes on: 

 

         7               "At this time Merritt Drayton recognized something 

 

         8     very familiar about the Bryson residence.  He remembered the 

 

         9     porch and the front door that had glass panes in it. 

 

        10     Drayton then told us to pull up into the gravel driveway at 

 

        11     the residence.  Drayton specifically pointed out the 

 

        12     backdoor of the residence and stated that that was the door 

 

        13     he that exited from on that night." 

 

        14               Okay.  Did you tell them "That must be the 

 

        15     clothesline I hit on that night"? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  That's -- you wanted me to mark 

 

        17     that one.  I didn't -- I didn't read through it. 

 

        18               MS. MATOIAN:  Oh, sorry.  You only looked at that 

 

        19     page? 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  The front page of it. 

 

        21               MS. MATOIAN:  Let's see.  Yeah.  It's not much 

 

        22     left.  It's just that page and a half.  And I'd just mark -- 

 

        23     -- ask anything that you don't recall telling the police on 

 

        24     that one as well. 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  That was close. 
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         1               MS. TANNER:  How did you know that was her house? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  Actually, I didn't.  They were 

 

         3     talking to me the whole time we were going.  And they said 

 

         4     We're going to go to her house and see if you recognize 

 

         5     anything.  And they just pulled right up in the driveway and 

 

         6     just, they just drove right straight into the backyard. 

 

         7     They didn't even stop -- 

 

         8               MS. TANNER:  And so you -- 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- or slow down. 

 

        10               MS. MATOIAN:  That is the only time you remember 

 

        11     them going to her house -- 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        13               MS. MATOIAN:  -- this wasn't like two trips? 

 

        14               Do you remember doing this driving from an area on 

 

        15     Patterson Avenue to the victim's house -- 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh. 

 

        17               MS. MATOIAN:  -- at all? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh.  In fact, Gilmer Avenue, 

 

        19     that's probably the single time in my whole life I've ever 

 

        20     been on there since I've been in Winston-Salem. 

 

        21               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  How did you know who Jeffrey 

 

        22     Bryson was?  I'm sorry I'm interrupting you.  How did you 

 

        23     know who Jeffrey Bryson was? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  Besides people in the neighborhood 

 

        25     knowing him, people knew he was a lawyer and always talked 
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  1   about him. 

  2  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So did they know who his mom 

  3   was then? 

  4  MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  Everybody knew who his mom 

  5   was. 

  6  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So you knew who Ms. Bryson 

  7   was? 

  8  MR. WILLIAMS:  I knew her not, you know not mean 

  9   like personally. 

 10  MS. MATOIAN:  Right. 

 11  MR. WILLIAMS:  Everyone knew who she was -- 

 12  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 13  MR. WILLIAMS:  -- his mother was. 

 14  MS. MATOIAN:  Did you know where she lived? 

 15  MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 16  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 17   (Pause.) 

 18  MR. WILLIAMS:  Now, some of these things on here 

 19   were suggestive type. 

 20  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Tell me what you mean by 

 21   that. 

 22  MR. WILLIAMS:  Like do you remember hitting your 

 23   head on something? 

 24  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 25  MR. WILLIAMS:  When we were in the car.  And, yes, 
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         1     I can remember that.  I can use that because we're in the 

 

         2     car and we're looking at a clothesline and a fence.  It's 

 

         3     not that they're asking me this away from doing the 

 

         4     statement.  They're asking me while we're in the car, Do you 

 

         5     remember hitting your head on something? 

 

         6               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So if you -- if you're saying 

 

         7     that was suggested to you and you decided to use that, then 

 

         8     you don't need to highlight those parts because then you 

 

         9     told them that.  I'm only asking you to highlight things you 

 

        10     don't remember telling them or don't remember happening. 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Okay.  Then I'm going to have to 

 

        12     highlight more than this. 

 

        13               MS. MATOIAN:  So you don't need to highlight 

 

        14     anything else on that. 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        16               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  And then I just want you 

 

        17     to -- this last little part here has to do with your 

 

        18     toboggan.  So I just want you to read that page, that bottom 

 

        19     part going on to the next page. 

 

        20                              (Pause.) 

 

        21               MS. MATOIAN:  That (inaudible) because people keep 

 

        22     coming in and out of it. 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  There's a whole lot going on today. 

 

        24               MS. MATOIAN:  Oh, is there? 

 

        25                                 (Pause.) 
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         1                  (Inaudible conversation off the record.) 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  There's most -- most part was 

 

         3     suggestive -- 

 

         4               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- so I didn't mark them. 

 

         6               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So on page 515 you've 

 

         7     highlighted "pointed to a small fence that was in front of 

 

         8     the clothesline." 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        10               MS. MATOIAN:  So you're saying you didn't point -- 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        12               MS. MATOIAN:  -- but you did tell them that that 

 

        13     must have been the object -- 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        15               MS. MATOIAN:  -- you had to jump and you remember 

 

        16     striking his head on a clothesline? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        18               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  And that you did highlight 

 

        19     "He said that must be the clothesline I hit on that night." 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh, yes. 

 

        21               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  And then your second 

 

        22     statement that you gave to police that night, what was the 

 

        23     reason for the second statement? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  They didn't completely like the 

 

        25     first one at all. 
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         1               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Why didn't they like it? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  They didn't say.  He just said it 

 

         3     didn't -- just didn't fit the crime. 

 

         4               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Did they say what about it 

 

         5     didn't fit? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

         7               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  All right.  All right.  So 

 

         8     I'm going to hand you back Number 55 because I neglected to 

 

         9     do the highlighting thing the first time we looked at it. 

 

        10     And it's a little bit lengthy. 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  All right. 

 

        12               MS. MATOIAN:  But it talks about your first and 

 

        13     second statements.  And I think you can probably start right 

 

        14     here on the second page marked 505.  The first part is 

 

        15     just -- we've already gone over that -- 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  All right. 

 

        17               MS. MATOIAN:  -- about you getting in contact with 

 

        18     them.  But again, I just want to highlight anything that you 

 

        19     do not remember telling them. 

 

        20                                 (Pause.) 

 

        21                  (Inaudible conversation off the record.) 

 

        22               MS. MATOIAN:  I know this one is long.  Do you 

 

        23     want to take a break after this page and we'll go over the 

 

        24     first couple pages? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  It don't matter. 
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         1               MS. MATOIAN:  It's up to you. 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  If that's what y'all want. 

 

         3               MS. MATOIAN:  I think it's the longest, if that's 

 

         4     helpful. 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  I should have brought my medicine. 

 

         6                                 (Pause.) 

 

         7                 (Inaudible conversation off the record.) 

 

         8               MS. MATOIAN:  And I think that's the first page. 

 

         9     Okay.  No, this one right here is the first page.  And I 

 

        10     don't think you need to look at that one.  Thank you.  Okay. 

 

        11     Thank you for going through that.  I know that was long. 

 

        12               All right.  So on page 505, what you've 

 

        13     highlighted is things you don't remember happening or saying 

 

        14     to the police was: 

 

        15               "Merritt Drayton went on to say that on the night 

 

        16     that they broke into the house on Gilmer Avenue, they were 

 

        17     transported to that location by Terry Smith in his black 

 

        18     Mercedes" -- 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        20               MS. MATOIAN:  -- "which had tinted windows." 

 

        21               Do you know if Terry Smith did have a black 

 

        22     Mercedes with tinted Windows? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  It wasn't a Mercedes.  It was a -- 

 

        24     he had a Buick and it was, I guess, it was a new one. 

 

        25     It's -- I guess at that time you considered it a new one. 
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         1               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  But he had so many cars. 

 

         3               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  He just had a bunch of cars. 

 

         5               MS. MATOIAN:  "He started that Terry Smith parked 

 

         6     up the street from the residence approximately four houses 

 

         7     from the house they broke into." 

 

         8               So that's what you've highlighted there? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        10               MS. MATOIAN:  Then down at the bottom of the page 

 

        11     it says: 

 

        12               "Drayton stated that himself along with Terry 

 

        13     Smith went to a bedroom that was on" -- and this is going 

 

        14     onto page 506, but you stopped there. 

 

        15               So you just don't remember -- or you don't 

 

        16     remember telling the police that you went to the bathroom or 

 

        17     bedroom with Terry Smith? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        19               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Then down at the bottom of 

 

        20     page 506 you have highlighted: 

 

        21               "He went further to say that he saw Gadget holding 

 

        22     the lady's hands behind her.  Merritt Drayton stated that he 

 

        23     had served the two struggling with the lady and he indicated 

 

        24     that he did observe her weakening.  Drayton stated that at 

 

        25     this time Terry told him to go back to the bedroom and 
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         1     continue his searching.  He stated that he went back to the 

 

         2     bedroom and left Terry Smith, Sammy Mitchell, and Gadget 

 

         3     with the lady." 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  There's a problem, why I 

 

         5     highlighted that, if you turn it back over -- 

 

         6               MS. MATOIAN:  Uh-huh. 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- they change the statements. 

 

         8     Because in my written statements, I held her wrists while 

 

         9     somebody was choking her.  That statement disappeared. 

 

        10               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So going on to page 507, 

 

        11     towards the middle of the page you have highlighted: 

 

        12               "While talking about the TV set, Merritt Drayton 

 

        13     said that Terry became hysterical and said, Let's go.  At 

 

        14     this point Merritt Drayton stated that he went towards the 

 

        15     front door of the residence from the hallway and he observed 

 

        16     Sammy Mitchell in the living room.  He said that when he saw 

 

        17     Sammy Mitchell, Sammy Mitchell asked him for one of the two 

 

        18     toboggans that he was wearing." 

 

        19               Do you remember saying that? 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I don't wear two toboggans.  I 

 

        21     never have. 

 

        22               MS. MATOIAN:  But you told -- in your handwritten 

 

        23     statements -- 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah, it was in there. 

 

        25               MS. MATOIAN:  -- it says that you tell them that? 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  That's what they said. 

 

         2               MS. MATOIAN:  Why did you tell them that? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  That's what they said I told them. 

 

         4     I don't -- I don't wear two at no time. 

 

         5               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Did you have two? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

         7               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

         9               MS. MATOIAN:  Do you remember telling the police 

 

        10     about the one you had in the jail with you? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  Because they came for that 

 

        12     one in jail.  They said they wanted see it.  They came and 

 

        13     seen it first, but he didn't get it.  The first time he 

 

        14     came, he didn't get it.  They came back and he got it. 

 

        15               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  All right.  So going down on 

 

        16     507: 

 

        17               "While leaving the residence, Drayton stated that 

 

        18     he saw some headlights in the driveway and he ran in the 

 

        19     direction of a one-way street which he pointed out to us 

 

        20     being 27th Street." 

 

        21               You don't remember pointing out 27th Street? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        23               MS. MATOIAN:  And you highlighted here: 

 

        24               "After Drayton pointed out the residence to 

 

        25     Detective Freeland and Detective Dorn." 
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  1  You don't remember pointing out the victim's house 

  2   to them? 

  3  MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  Never did. 

  4  MS. MATOIAN:  All right.  So going on to 508, you 

  5   have highlighted: 

  6  "Drayton went on to say that when he was running 

  7   from the residence that he remembered passing an old white 

  8   garage." 

  9  Do you know if there was a garage in that area? 

 10  MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 11  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  And then you have 

 12   highlighted: 

 13  "Drayton stated that he came out to a one-way 

 14   street and stood by a telephone pole that had a caution sign 

 15   for the next street which he indicated was Patterson Avenue. 

 16   He stated that he had gone out into the street and that he 

 17   saw a car that Gadget was driving and that Gadget hollered 

 18   at him as he approached him.  Drayton stated that as Gadget 

 19   got along side of him, he jumped through an open window 

 20   behind the driver.  Drayton stated that he remembered the 

 21   car being a Buick, but he could not remember the color of 

 22   the vehicle.  Drayton stated that he first observed this car 

 23   on 27th Street.  Drayton went on to say that as they were 

 24   pulling away from that location, a car came up from behind 

 25   and it appeared that the car followed them for a couple of 
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         1     blocks.  After losing the car, he stated that Gadget then 

 

         2     took him to Terry Smith's house on Patterson Avenue and 

 

         3     dropped him off.  He stated then a conversation took place 

 

         4     between Terry and Gadget, and Gadget left in the lady's car. 

 

         5     Merritt stated that Terry then took himself and Sammy 

 

         6     Mitchell back to east Winston.  The only thing Drayton could 

 

         7     add further was that after the woman had entered the 

 

         8     residence on Gilmer Avenue and the struggle took place in 

 

         9     the living room, they stayed approximately 15 minutes before 

 

        10     leaving." 

 

        11               So none of that -- 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        13               MS. MATOIAN:  -- is what you told the police? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        15               MS. MATOIAN:  Do you remember police telling you 

 

        16     any details like that? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  I remember them -- they actually 

 

        18     talked about being in the house because they asked me what 

 

        19     was moved in the house, what room I went in.  He said, Did 

 

        20     you go in the bedroom; did you go through the drawers and 

 

        21     stuff like that. 

 

        22               MS. MATOIAN:  All right.  So going on to page 509, 

 

        23     it says: 

 

        24               "In talking further to Merritt Drayton and 

 

        25     reviewing the facts that have been stipulated in the 
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         1     statement, Merritt Drayton indicated that he needed to add 

 

         2     something to the statement and clarify a few points.  To 

 

         3     include these points, another statement was taken from 

 

         4     Merritt Drayton.  We refer to this as statement number 2 and 

 

         5     it included the following facts." 

 

         6               So you don't -- you don't recall telling police 

 

         7     that your first statement wasn't right and you needed to 

 

         8     clarify a few things? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh.  They asked me a question -- 

 

        10     they didn't feel it was right.  And they came back and start 

 

        11     asking this can't be right; this must not be right.  And 

 

        12     that's when all those changes start being made. 

 

        13               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Do remember anything specific 

 

        14     they told you couldn't be right? 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  The one thing I do remember in 

 

        16     that state -- my statement, I know for a fact in one and two 

 

        17     is that I held her hands -- 

 

        18               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- watching them struggle her and 

 

        20     that's nowhere to be found. 

 

        21               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So continuing on 509: 

 

        22               "Merritt Drayton stated that he did not remember 

 

        23     if he actually heard gravel as the car drove up, therefore 

 

        24     that point was omitted in statement number 2.  He did say 

 

        25     that he did remember the car driving up and hearing a car 
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         1     door slam." 

 

         2               That didn't happen? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  Because those things were 

 

         4     changed in their favor. 

 

         5               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  Not mine. 

 

         7               MS. MATOIAN:  And that you have highlighted: 

 

         8               "Merritt Drayton stated that he did observe the 

 

         9     lady drop to her knees before he was told by Terry Smith to 

 

        10     return to the front bedroom and continue searching.  A point 

 

        11     that Merritt Drayton clarified in his second statement was 

 

        12     as they left the residence on Gilmer Avenue by the rear 

 

        13     door, he went to the back porch where he saw two lampshades 

 

        14     that he wanted." 

 

        15               How did the lampshades come up? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  They just said you must -- had to 

 

        17     take something.  But those lampshades were the same -- they 

 

        18     were already at our house, our residence on 9th Street. 

 

        19               MS. MATOIAN:  But who first used the word 

 

        20     lampshades? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  They asked me did I take something 

 

        22     off the back porch.  And I said, No, not that I know.  They 

 

        23     said, Something, something you use in the house.  And I 

 

        24     thought about the lampshade that was on 9th Street. 

 

        25     And they -- that -- they went and got that, said, Okay.  But 
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  1   they weren't good enough, believe me.  They weren't 

  2   lampshades.  If you seen them, they were between, I guess -- 

  3   they weren't lampshades, put it that way.  They weren't at 

  4   all.  They classified them as lampshades.  If they've still 

  5   got them -- 

  6  MS. MATOIAN:  What were they? 

 7  MR. WILLIAMS:  They were similar to a lampshade. 

  8   If you seen them, you'll know that -- no.  If they still got 

  9   them. 

 10  MS. MATOIAN:  But you just mean they were like in 

  11   such bad shape that you couldn't consider them lampshades, 

 12   is that what you mean? 

 13  MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 14  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 15  MR. WILLIAMS:  But they use it as that, but it was 

 16   not even close. 

 17  MS. MATOIAN:  But you're saying that the 

 18   lampshades came about because the police told you that you 

 19   had to have taken something -- 

 20  MR. WILLIAMS:  They said something was missing. 

 21  MS. MATOIAN:  -- and you thought of these 

 22   lampshades that you had in your house and you -- 

 23  MR. WILLIAMS:  The were on the back porch at my 

 24   house. 

 25  MS. MATOIAN:  They were on the back porch at your 
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         1     house? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  Back porch, yeah. 

 

         3               MS. MATOIAN:  And you were saying -- 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  They weren't -- 

 

         5               MS. MATOIAN:  You must have taken something from 

 

         6     the back porch of the victim? 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh.  Yes. 

 

         8               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So you named something -- 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        10               MS. MATOIAN:  -- that you knew you had in your 

 

        11     house? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  And they -- they went to the 

 

        13     house and got them.  And if you seen them, you would say 

 

        14     there's no way. 

 

        15               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  All right.  So then you go on 

 

        16     and highlight: 

 

        17               "He then stated he went to the north side of the 

 

        18     residence and observed Terry Smith and Sammy Mitchell 

 

        19     heading in the direction of where they had parked Terry 

 

        20     Smith's car prior to going into the residence.  A few 

 

        21     minutes later, he stated that Terry Smith pulled his vehicle 

 

        22     into the driveway into the back of the residence on Gilmer 

 

        23     Avenue" -- this is going on to page 510 -- "with the front 

 

        24     end of the vehicle facing the back of the yard.  Merritt 

 

        25     Drayton then stated that Sammy Mitchell took the lampshades 
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         1     that he wanted and placed them in the trunk of the vehicle 

 

         2     and he left them at that location.  He stated that when they 

 

         3     left that location, Sammy Mitchell was on the back porch of 

 

         4     the residence.  In a second statement Merritt Drayton 

 

         5     advises that Gadget informed him that the reason he took the 

 

         6     car was that it needed to be searched." 

 

         7               You never told them -- 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

         9               MS. MATOIAN:  -- that? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  I never seen a car until after the 

 

        11     statements I was the headquarters, police headquarters, and 

 

        12     they brought in a photo of the car. 

 

        13               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  That was on a street.  I can't 

 

        15     remember the street.  I don't know if it was close to her 

 

        16     house or where it was.  It was parked in the street. 

 

        17               MS. MATOIAN:  Was that the first time -- how did 

 

        18     you find out that the victim's car had been taken? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  They asked me what did we do with 

 

        20     the -- what did we do with a car. 

 

        21               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  And that's I know it was taken. 

 

        23               MS. MATOIAN:  So when you saw the picture of the 

 

        24     car at headquarters, did you change anything about your 

 

        25     statement based on the picture of the car? 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  The name of the car -- 

 

         2               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- was changed because I could see 

 

         4     in the photo it was -- it was a Buick. 

 

         5               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  If you look at the photo that was 

 

         7     taken, I guess the night they found her vehicle, you can't 

 

         8     jump through the window.  All the windows were wound 

 

         9     completely up.  They had left that out.  So they just 

 

        10     used -- they just filled in what they could and all I had to 

 

        11     do was initial it -- 

 

        12               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- once it got filled in. 

 

        14               MS. MATOIAN:  All right.  So then on 510 you go on 

 

        15     to highlight -- and these are additional facts that were in 

 

        16     statement 2, not in statement 1.  You highlighted was that: 

 

        17               "Terry Smith paid him $80 for his help in this 

 

        18     break-in.  Drayton said that he saw Sammy Mitchell and 

 

        19     Gadget also get paid for helping Terry Smith, however he did 

 

        20     not know how much they had received.  The only additional 

 

        21     information was that when Terry Smith took Drayton and Sammy 

 

        22     Mitchell to east Winston and let them out, Merritt stated 

 

        23     that he got the lampshades out of Terry Smith's vehicle." 

 

        24               So that didn't -- 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 
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  1  MS. MATOIAN:  -- you didn't tell police about 

  2   that?  Okay.  All right.  So that's it for that one. 

  3  All right.  So do you remember those -- the first 

  4   statements that you're giving -- there's two of them and 

  5   you're giving them kind of the evening of April 18th going 

  6   on into April 19th. 

  7  MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

  8  MS. MATOIAN:  What happened on April 19th after 

  9   you gave that second statement? 

 10  MR. WILLIAMS:  We got a chance to look at the car 

 11   in the pictures. 

 12  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 13  MR. WILLIAMS:  And we sat down and they had both 

 14   statements out.  And that's when we started moving things 

 15   around in the statements. 

 16  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 17  MR. WILLIAMS:  At first -- I don't know because I 

 18   know I made more than one -- more than two statements 'cause 

 19   my first statement had me as holding her wrists. 

 20  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 21  MR. WILLIAMS:  Somehow that statement disappeared 

 22   and never returned.  But it got Gadget name.  My name is 

 23   supposed to have been there because I'm the one that said I 

 24   hold her hands. 

 25  MS. MATOIAN:  So -- 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  So I don't know how Gadget name got 

 

         2     in there. 

 

         3               MS. MATOIAN:  -- going back to this number 1 that 

 

         4     we've looked at -- 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Whew, I'm tired. 

 

         6               MS. MATOIAN:  Do you need a break? 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  Just keep on going. 

 

         8               MS. BOYER:  Well, you're doing better than me 

 

         9     energy-wise and you have at least a couple of years on me. 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  I slept for about, I guess, 

 

        11     45 minutes.  They wake us up at 5:00 to count and -- 

 

        12               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So down -- sorry.  Go ahead. 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  I was still up. 

 

        14               MS. MATOIAN:  Wow. 

 

        15               MS. BOYER:  Yeah. 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  I just popped my eyes back open. 

 

        17               MS. MATOIAN:  So on this first statement, that 

 

        18     first handwritten statement -- I'm sorry.  This is the 

 

        19     second version. 

 

        20               So on page 399, you can tell from the time where 

 

        21     it says 235 -- 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        23               MS. MATOIAN:  -- it says: 

 

        24               "I saw Sammy with his hand around the lady's neck. 

 

        25     He had an object, looked like a rope around" -- 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         2               MS. MATOIAN:  -- "the lady neck.  Gadget was 

 

         3     holding the lady from behind.  He had her hands." 

 

         4               That was supposed to be you -- 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         6               MS. MATOIAN:  -- in the first statement? 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  And that -- 

 

         8               MS. MATOIAN:  Why did they say that it couldn't be 

 

         9     you? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't know because I know that 

 

        11     ain't right because I told them it was me. 

 

        12               MS. MATOIAN:  You told them it was you? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        14               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        15               MS. BOYER:  Sorry. 

 

        16               MS. MATOIAN:  No, you're fine. 

 

        17               MS. BOYER:  I just went like that.  All your 

 

        18     papers flying at you. 

 

        19               MS. MATOIAN:  All right.  And this is going to be 

 

        20     50- -- it's going to be -- well, I already -- this is 59. 

 

        21                  (Exhibit Number 59 was introduced.) 

 

        22               MS. MATOIAN:  I'm not going to ask you to go 

 

        23     through the whole thing.  This is -- so you can tell the 

 

        24     difference in your handwritten statements by the time stamps 

 

        25     on the bottom. 
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  1  MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

  2  MS. MATOIAN:  Both -- the first page, it starts at 

  3   49 -- and this version, the second page is going on -- say 

  4 235. This one says 49 through the whole thing on the

  5   bottom. 

  6  MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

  7  MS. MATOIAN:  So this is the first version you 

  8   gave.  This is the second version. 

  9  MR. WILLIAMS:  Second version. 

 10  MS. MATOIAN:  So in this version, on page 405, it 

 11   says: 

 12  "I saw Sammy with his hand around the lady neck. 

 13   He had an object, looked like a rope around the lady neck. 

 14   Gadget was holding the lady from behind.  He had her hands." 

 15  So on both these versions, it says Sammy is 

 16   choking her -- 

 17  MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 18  MS. MATOIAN:  -- and Gadget is standing behind 

  19   her? 

 20  MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 21  MS. MATOIAN:  And you're saying that the first 

 22   thing that you told them was that you had done it -- 

 23  MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 24  MS. MATOIAN:  -- that you were holding her hands? 

 25  MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 
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         1               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  And why did they say that it 

 

         2     couldn't have been you holding her hands? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't know.  They just changed 

 

         4     it.  'Cause the statement just disappeared because I told 

 

         5     them I was holding her hands and I let it go after she fell. 

 

         6               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  And that's not in there. 

 

         8               MS. MATOIAN:  Do you remember telling the police 

 

         9     that you were scared for yours and Mattie Mae's safety on 

 

        10     April 19th? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  My safety more or less had -- 

 

        12               MS. MATOIAN:  I'm going to show you Number 58. 

 

        13                    (Exhibit Number 58 was introduced.) 

 

        14               MS. MATOIAN:  And I want you to look up at this 

 

        15     top part right here and tell me if you think that's your 

 

        16     handwriting. 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes.  I just don't remember doing 

 

        18     this though. 

 

        19               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Do you remember anybody 

 

        20     threatening you? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        22               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Any reason you were concerned 

 

        23     for your safety or Mattie Mae's safety? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  Probably mine more so -- 

 

        25               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- because the fact that Terry 

 

         2     Smith name is mentioned in the whole thing. 

 

         3               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Was Terry Smith a scary dude 

 

         4     at that particular point in time? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  Because he was considered 

 

         6     the largest drug dealer in that -- in that time in 

 

         7     Winston-Salem, Forsyth County really. 

 

         8               MS. MATOIAN:  So saying that, do you think the 

 

         9     police believed you that Terry Smith who is the biggest drug 

 

        10     dealer in Forsyth County is coming with you to break into an 

 

        11     old lady's house? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  I can't answer that, but -- put it 

 

        13     this way, no, they wouldn't believe it.  They would believe 

 

        14     it only because the fact that one name was called, Sammy 

 

        15     name was put in it.  It was easy to try to get that both of 

 

        16     them easily. 

 

        17               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because they were pests.  It would 

 

        19     never -- it was never about the murders at all. 

 

        20               MS. TANNER:  They were what now? 

 

        21               MS. MATOIAN:  They want -- they were pester -- did 

 

        22     you say -- 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  They were a nuisance to the -- 

 

        24               MS. MATOIAN:  Pests? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- to the community. 
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         1               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  I hate to say it, it was never 

 

         3     about the murders at all. 

 

         4               MS. MATOIAN:  You -- and I'm not trying to put 

 

         5     words in your mouth, so you correct me if I'm wrong.  You're 

 

         6     saying that you think that what you were saying was not 

 

         7     believable, but the police believed it because Sammy 

 

         8     Mitchell and Terry Smith were pests and they wanted them 

 

         9     gone? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes.  They know it wasn't 

 

        11     believable because during this time the thing with Darryl in 

 

        12     the Forsyth case was blowing up. 

 

        13               MS. MATOIAN:  Uh-huh. 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  And the community had start to get 

 

        15     out of hand about how the case was handled.  Here is two 

 

        16     murders that I had involved myself in that was been solved. 

 

        17     And that -- I don't know, you probably don't even have it. 

 

        18     It was written someplace.  The detectives feel that this was 

 

        19     the biggest thing that happened since the Forsyth case.  And 

 

        20     in doing so -- 

 

        21               MS. MATOIAN:  You're saying there was an article 

 

        22     that said that? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes.  It was an article -- man, I 

 

        24     can't remember where that -- I had some stuff.  I threw all 

 

        25     that stuff away because we had too much stuff in my locker. 
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  1   Yeah, they do make you throw things away.  But a lot of 

  2   people had believed that.  There was talk about that because 

  3   one murder was old and then you have a new one that had no 

  4   solving.  And during that time -- and it was really rough 

  5   for the DA's office.  He had come on -- he coming up to a 

  6   campaign, pitting two people against -- getting one DA out 

  7   because they feel he was crocked. 

  8  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

  9  MR. WILLIAMS:  He felt justified when I did what I 

 10   did. 

 11  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 12  MR. WILLIAMS:  And so they went right along with 

 13   it. 

 14  MS. MATOIAN:  All right.  Do you recall taking a 

 15   polygraph in this case? 

 16  MR. WILLIAMS:  I think I did, but I can't remember 

 17   for sure.  I believe I did take one. 

 18  MS. MATOIAN:  All right.  I'm going to have you -- 

 19   this is Exhibit 3 and this is from 4/21/1986.  And it's 

 20   marked 522 to 5- -- I think one of the pages are out of 

 21   order, so it goes 522 to 521, so 521, 522, 523.  Sorry. 

 22  (Exhibit Number 3 was introduced.) 

 23  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So I want you to look at that 

 24   first paragraph first. 

 25  MS. BOYER:  Sorry.  My foot fell asleep and so I 
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         1     had to (inaudible).  I thought they were going to get him 

 

         2     lunch, but... 

 

         3               MS. MATOIAN:  Right.  It's about that time. 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  I'm done with that. 

 

         5               MS. MATOIAN:  Did you say you can't read that? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  I read it. 

 

         7               MS. MATOIAN:  Oh, okay.  All right.  So in there 

 

         8     it says that you said that the only thing you weren't 

 

         9     truthful about was the lampshades.  What did you tell them 

 

        10     you lied about when it came to the lampshades? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Where the lampshades -- got -- got 

 

        12     them from. 

 

        13               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  And how did that -- why did 

 

        14     you tell them that? 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  Well, he kept asking me, he said, 

 

        16     Did you really get the lampshades from there?  And then I 

 

        17     said, No. 

 

        18               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  And then he kept on going. 

 

        20               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  And that was it. 

 

        22               MS. MATOIAN:  All right.  So why did you make up 

 

        23     this detail about the lampshades? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  It was to actually put myself at 

 

        25     that place at the time I needed to be with those statements 

 

 

 

 

  



                                                                        64 

 

 

         1     I make.  And they believed it to the fullest. 

 

         2               MS. MATOIAN:  So you were trying to connect 

 

         3     yourself with evidence -- 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         5               MS. MATOIAN:  -- to -- okay. 

 

         6               All right.  And then -- let me find the right page 

 

         7     say so you don't have to read the whole thing. 

 

         8               All right.  I want to look at this fourth 

 

         9     paragraph on page 522 about the ID and more photographs.  I 

 

        10     want you to read that. 

 

        11               MS. TANNER:  Exhibit 3? 

 

        12               MS. MATOIAN:  Uh-huh. 

 

        13                              (Pause.) 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  They say it.  I don't remember 

 

        15     picking anybody out in a lineup. 

 

        16               MS. MATOIAN:  Who's Anthony Venson? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  That I don't know. 

 

        18               MS. MATOIAN:  You don't know who he is? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  The only Anthony I know has 

 

        20     been someone that was locked up one time. 

 

        21               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  But, no.  I don't think -- 

 

        23               MS. MATOIAN:  Did that Anthony have a nickname? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  Not that I know of.  I think he 

 

        25     lived -- I can't remember where he lived at -- 
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  1  MS. MATOIAN:  All right. 

  2  MR. WILLIAMS:  -- at the time. 

  3  MS. MATOIAN:  And you were locked up with him 

  4   when? 

  5  MR. WILLIAMS:  When I was in honor grade. 

  6  MS. MATOIAN:  For the burning? 

  7  MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

  8  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  And did you know him to have 

  9   any connection to Terry Smith? 

 10  MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 11  MS. MATOIAN:  All right.  On page 523 of 

 12   Exhibit 3, I'm going to have you read that second paragraph 

 13   that starts on 4/22/86. 

 14   (Pause.) 

 15  MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  He probably was there, but he 

 16   don't -- his -- he don't have any nicknames.  And that 

 17   person they're talking about, I do know him. 

 18  MS. MATOIAN:  You know Anthony Venson? 

 19  MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 20  MS. MATOIAN:  Do you think he's the Anthony you 

 21   were talking about in prison? 

 22  MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 23  MS. MATOIAN:  No? 

 24  MR. WILLIAMS:  No, not Anthony. 

 25  MS. MATOIAN:  That paragraph says they confirmed 
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         1     that you and Mr. Venson were in the Cherry Street Prison at 

 

         2     the same time together. 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  Prison together, yeah.  But I know 

 

         4     who that is.  He's -- 

 

         5               MS. MATOIAN:  Who's he? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  The thing is, he's about 5 foot 

 

         7     even.  And he's -- he's not big.  But -- 

 

         8               MS. MATOIAN:  And you're talking about Anthony 

 

         9     Venson or the Anthony you knew in prison? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  Anthony Venson. 

 

        11               MS. MATOIAN:  Anthony Venson? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  He's a short guy. 

 

        13               MS. MATOIAN:  Did you know him to go by the 

 

        14     nicknames Gadget or Tiny? 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  Uh-uh.  Not him.  He always 

 

        16     just go by Anthony.  Never know a nickname at all. 

 

        17               MS. MATOIAN:  So I'm going to tell you that 

 

        18     Anthony Venson went by the nicknames Gadget and Tiny. 

 

        19     Anthony Venson worked for Terry Smith.  You and Anthony 

 

        20     Venson were in prison together at some point. 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        22               MS. MATOIAN:  And you use his nickname in your 

 

        23     first version of the story and Terry Smith.  Do you recall 

 

        24     any -- doing that on purpose? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 
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         1               MS. MATOIAN:  You don't recall any connection -- 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

         3               MS. MATOIAN:  -- between -- you did not purposely 

 

         4     bring Anthony Venson into this? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  Because I never know anybody 

 

         6     that actually worked for Terry, period.  I never knowed 

 

         7     anybody that really worked for him.  I just know he had 

 

         8     people working in the community, like guys just walking on 

 

         9     the corner doing things.  But other than that, no.  I can 

 

        10     tell you that, no. 

 

        11               MS. MATOIAN:  Did you know where Terry kept his 

 

        12     drugs? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  Nobody hardly knew that but 

 

        14     him.  He didn't never show nobody things like that. 

 

        15               MS. MATOIAN:  Well, where did people go to get his 

 

        16     drugs? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  It was all -- well, it just -- I 

 

        18     call it -- they called it crack houses. 

 

        19               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  Any place in east Winston you could 

 

        21     pull up on a corner or a house -- 

 

        22               MS. MATOIAN:  And you would have known -- 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- to get you some. 

 

        24               MS. MATOIAN:  -- where you -- did you know where 

 

        25     you could go buy drugs? 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  Oh, yeah.  Everybody knew. 

 

         2               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  It was easy, you know, because he 

 

         4     had so many houses. 

 

         5               MS. MATOIAN:  We're going back to this first page. 

 

         6     You're saying that you do not recall what's in that bottom 

 

         7     paragraph about you looking through the IDMO photographs and 

 

         8     picking out Anthony Venson as the person you named as 

 

         9     Gadget? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        11               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  'Cause I do not know no Gadget, not 

 

        13     like that there. 

 

        14               MS. MATOIAN:  Go ahead and highlight that for me. 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  All right.  The whole paragraph or 

 

        16     just that part? 

 

        17               MS. MATOIAN:  Anything that you do not recall. 

 

        18     Yeah.  I think the Gadget stuff is at the bottom, at the 

 

        19     bottom paragraph. 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  I might have went too far, but no. 

 

        21               MS. MATOIAN:  If you think you went too far, you 

 

        22     can mark with a pen. 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  Okay. 

 

        24               MS. MATOIAN:  Put stars around what you don't want 

 

        25     marked. 

 

 

 

 

  



  69 

  1  MR. WILLIAMS:  Okay.  This to that right there in 

  2   my interview.  That's (inaudible). 

  3  MS. MATOIAN:  All right.  So now I want to talk 

  4   about, for lack of a better word, your second version of the 

  5   story. 

  6  MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

  7  MS. MATOIAN:  Tell me about Lou or Lieutenant. 

  8  MR. WILLIAMS:  Lieutenant.  It was a fictitious 

  9   name.  It was never about -- nobody ever found. 

 10  MS. MATOIAN:  How did you come up with that name? 

 11  MR. WILLIAMS:  That just was a name I picked up 

 12   from messing around trying to put things together.  I 

 13   actually used it and they put it into the statement.  They 

 14   didn't really do no whole questioning about it, they just 

 15   added it. 

 16  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Why did you back off of the 

 17   first story with Terry Smith and Sammy Mitchell and Gadget? 

 18  MR. WILLIAMS:  There was a -- what you call -- my 

 19   lawyers hired a detective, a private investigator or 

 20   something. 

 21  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 22  MR. WILLIAMS:  And they went through a whole lot 

 23   and ruled Terry out. 

 24  MS. MATOIAN:  How did they rule Terry out? 

 25  MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't know.  I didn't get to read 
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         1     the report.  She came to jail and visit me. 

 

         2               MS. MATOIAN:  Do you remember her name? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

         4               MS. MATOIAN:  And so this -- your lawyers hire a 

 

         5     PI that's a woman? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         7               MS. MATOIAN:  She investigates and rules Terry out 

 

         8     but -- 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  And when she -- she went through -- 

 

        10     she went through just about everything.  And then later on, 

 

        11     that's why statements were changed. 

 

        12               MS. MATOIAN:  But you can't recall why she ruled 

 

        13     Terry out? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        15               MS. MATOIAN:  Can you recall why she ruled Sammy 

 

        16     out? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I didn't get to see any of the 

 

        18     reports. 

 

        19               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  It was given to my attorneys.  I 

 

        21     forgot their name now. 

 

        22               MS. MATOIAN:  And do you know if they provided 

 

        23     that information to the police? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  No, I don't know.  I think it was 

 

        25     just to my attorney. 
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  1  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So when you're talking to the 

  2   police, how does the conversation start where you're saying 

  3   it wasn't these guys, it was Lou? 

  4  MR. WILLIAMS:  Because they kept saying, Something 

  5   just not adding up.  We'll have to get to the bottom of it. 

  6   And then it -- it changed it again.  The story changed 

  7   again. 

  8  MS. MATOIAN:  Did they say something to -- 

  9   specific to you that we know it can't be Terry Smith? 

 10  MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  They said it was unlikely it 

 11   would be Terry Smith. 

 12  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 13  MR. WILLIAMS:  So... 

 14  MS. MATOIAN:  Did they say -- because we've talked 

 15   about how they wanted Sammy.  You said that.  Did they say 

 16   we know it can't be Sammy? 

 17  MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  It went all the way up until 

 18   the trial because -- 

 19  MS. MATOIAN:  Sammy Mitchell did? 

 20  MR. WILLIAMS:  It -- the name went all the way up 

 21   to the trial until I -- until it went to trial. 

 22  MS. MATOIAN:  So I'm going to give you -- 

 23  MR. WILLIAMS:  And it had changed some.  I think 

 24   some things changed. 

 25  MS. MATOIAN:  So this is -- I don't actually have 
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         1     a -- I have the recording.  I don't have the transcript of 

 

         2     your statement on April 24, 2008 -- or 1986, but they read 

 

         3     it into evidence at your trial. 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         5               MS. MATOIAN:  So this is Exhibit 60.  It's 82 

 

         6     through 84 of your trial transcript.  And this is Teresa 

 

         7     Hicks, Detective Hicks' testimony about this 4/24/86 

 

         8     statement.  So I just want you to take a second and read 

 

         9     that real quick. 

 

        10                   (Exhibit Number 60 was introduced.) 

 

        11                                (Pause.) 

 

        12               MS. MATOIAN:  And just for the recording, that 

 

        13     pink highlighter mark on the first page is my own, not 

 

        14     yours. 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  All right. 

 

        16                                (Pause.) 

 

        17               MS. MATOIAN:  Do you recall that statement? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh.  That's the statement I was 

 

        19     telling you about that got missing.  That was -- there was a 

 

        20     first statement -- 

 

        21               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- that should have been before 

 

        23     those.  And I don't where it -- how it got -- 

 

        24               MS. MATOIAN:  This should have -- 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- (inaudible). 
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  1  MS. MATOIAN:  -- been the first statement? 

  2  MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes. 

  3  MS. MATOIAN:  So now you're saying that you told 

  4   them Lieutenant first, then you change -- 

  5  MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

  6  MS. MATOIAN:  -- the story -- 

  7  MR. WILLIAMS:  That was the first statement. 

  8  MS. MATOIAN:  -- to Sammy Mitchell? 

  9  MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 10  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  But you didn't tell me about 

 11   that Lou was your first one earlier. 

 12  MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  That's -- no, I didn't -- I 

 13   didn't -- remember, because I was still trying figure out 

 14   where the statement went -- 

 15  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 16  MR. WILLIAMS:  -- with me holding her. 

 17  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 18  MR. WILLIAMS:  And that's the statement -- 

 19  MS. MATOIAN:  So -- 

 20  MR. WILLIAMS:  -- I was talking about. 

 21  MS. MATOIAN:  -- according to the police file, the 

 22   timeline is your first statement is Sammy Mitchell, Terry 

 23   Smith, and Gadget? 

 24  MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh.  But it's wrong. 

 25  MS. MATOIAN:  That's wrong.  You gave this Lou 
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         1     story first? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh.  That was the first one I 

 

         3     gave them. 

 

         4               MS. MATOIAN:  The Lieutenant story? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         6               MS. MATOIAN:  Then you did this, but then you 

 

         7     switched back to -- 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         9               MS. MATOIAN:  -- Lieutenant? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        11               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  And then I don't think you 

 

        12     need to read this whole thing.  No. 

 

        13               MS. BOYER:  Sorry. 

 

        14               MS. MATOIAN:  No, you're fine. 

 

        15               This is 61.  This is the police report from 

 

        16     4/24/86.  And it's pages 484 and 485. 

 

        17                  (Exhibit Number 61 was introduced.) 

 

        18               MS. MATOIAN:  So up right -- I want you to read 

 

        19     right here when it says "When questioned" -- 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  All right. 

 

        21               MS. MATOIAN:  -- and read to the part -- just read 

 

        22     those couple lines about what you're saying about Sammy 

 

        23     Mitchell and them. 

 

        24               MS. BOYER:  I'm going to say this is a very 

 

        25     strange position to be in, like having you guys ask 
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         1     questions about the stuff -- 

 

         2               MS. MATOIAN:  Right. 

 

         3               MS. BOYER:  -- that you actually know and I just 

 

         4     get to see that there are (inaudible). 

 

         5               MS. MATOIAN:  Right. 

 

         6               MS. BOYER:  Well, I do feel like I'm in a trial 

 

         7     (inaudible). 

 

         8               MS. MATOIAN:  Right.  Yeah.  We've learned that in 

 

         9     our interviews if you're showing people a bunch of 

 

        10     documents, you kind of have to pretend like it's a trial and 

 

        11     say what it is so that as you're reading the transcript 

 

        12     and -- you get very confused.  So it probably comes off as 

 

        13     more formal than we're intending. 

 

        14               MS. BOYER:  I know, it's just you guys dig and dig 

 

        15     and dig and I don't get any of this at this point -- 

 

        16               MS. MATOIAN:  Right. 

 

        17               MS. BOYER:  -- and -- yeah.  So -- 

 

        18               MS. MATOIAN:  It's very -- yeah. 

 

        19               So do you remember telling them that Sammy wasn't 

 

        20     involved and Terry Smith and Gadget were involved? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes. 

 

        22               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So you don't think that you 

 

        23     used Sammy's name up until the trial? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        25               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So my question again is, you 
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  1   said the police really wanted Sammy Mitchell.  So what 

  2   happened when you said that Sammy -- the marks are just off. 

  3  MR. WILLIAMS:  (Inaudible.) 

  4  MS. MATOIAN:  So what happened when Sammy said -- 

  5   or when you said that Sammy wasn't involved anymore? 

  6  MR. WILLIAMS:  It started out having an interview 

  7   with -- I can't think of her name, the woman that did the 

  8   investigation.  And then they -- frankly, they had got kind 

  9   of leary because they wanted to start backing away from 

 10   Sammy.  So the statement just didn't -- 

 11  MS. MATOIAN:  And -- 

 12   MR. WILLIAMS:  -- look good. 

 13  MS. MATOIAN:  And why did they want to back away 

 14   from Sammy? 

 15  MR. WILLIAMS:  One of the detectives started to 

 16   feel that it was going to be problems with the first case 

 17   that we were in. 

 18  MS. MATOIAN:  With the Wilson case? 

 19  MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 20  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 21  MR. WILLIAMS:  Because everything somewhat looked 

 22   like it's going to run into each other.  And we just -- 

 23   everything was redone.  And that's what happened. 

 24  MS. MATOIAN:  I'm going to show you 62. 

 25  (Exhibit Number 62 was introduced.) 
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         1               MS. MATOIAN:  And over -- it's -- let's see, what 

 

         2     page is it, 697.  And up at the top, it's kind of faint, but 

 

         3     it says "Map drawn, Merritt Drayton, 4/24/86.  Interview 

 

         4     Hicks, Freeman." 

 

         5               Did you draw that? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes. 

 

         7               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Is this accurate? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't know if it's accurate. 

 

         9     This is when we -- when they pulled in, we slowed here.  And 

 

        10     that -- they pointed us, Well, what did you -- 

 

        11               MS. MATOIAN:  When you say "here," you're saying 

 

        12     on the side of the house where -- 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  On the side of the house. 

 

        14               MS. MATOIAN:  -- the kitchen is marked? 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        16               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  'Cause the back porch is here. 

 

        18               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  But they got out and had me step 

 

        20     out and then they pointed to the back to the kitchen.  And 

 

        21     then they pointed to the living room. 

 

        22               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  And then this -- they said, Well, 

 

        24     just sketch out what we just showed you, and I sketched it 

 

        25     out. 
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         1               MS. MATOIAN:  So here's this place that's marked 

 

         2     "kitchen." 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         4               MS. MATOIAN:  The square that's right below it 

 

         5     where it's some circles, what's that supposed to be? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  It's supposed to be the three of 

 

         7     us.  And that -- 

 

         8               MS. MATOIAN:  That's supposed to be the three of 

 

         9     you? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        11               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  And you say the three of you 

 

        12     meaning who, you, Lieutenant and the victim? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  And the victim. 

 

        14               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So you're there.  And what is 

 

        15     this?  Directly below the three of you, there's a little 

 

        16     box. 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  That's supposed to be the front 

 

        18     door. 

 

        19               MS. MATOIAN:  That's supposed to be the front 

 

        20     door.  Is that a porch? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  Porch, yes. 

 

        22               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  And what are these two 

 

        23     smaller boxes on either side of that? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  It supposed to be windows. 

 

        25               MS. MATOIAN:  Windows.  Okay. 
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         1               Where did you get enough information to draw this? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  To draw this? 

 

         3               MS. MATOIAN:  To -- this whole map.  Where are you 

 

         4     getting the information to put all of this in the map? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Well, we -- they talked to me about 

 

         6     all of this. 

 

         7               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  And when we was in the yard, we 

 

         9     talked about the house. 

 

        10               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So here's Gilmer Avenue down 

 

        11     at the bottom. 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        13               MS. MATOIAN:  And it's labeled Gilmer. 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        15               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  What is -- 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  They labeled that. 

 

        17               MS. MATOIAN:  -- happening here?  What is this? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  This is where they said the garage 

 

        19     was.  They said, Well, you need to put the garage where it 

 

        20     was at, right there.  And they gave me a different place 

 

        21     there or there.  But I can't actually remember them like 

 

        22     that. 

 

        23               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  What's this supposed to be? 

 

        24     And this looks like -- it's a square with -- with a point at 

 

        25     the end of it -- 
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  1  MR. WILLIAMS:  I can't remember it.  I don't -- 

  2  MS. MATOIAN:  -- and then an arrow -- 

  3  MR. WILLIAMS:  -- know if we supposed to be -- 

  4  MS. MATOIAN:  -- down to it. 

  5  MR. WILLIAMS:  -- traveling that way or what. 

  6  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

  7  MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't -- 

  8  MS. MATOIAN:  Is that supposed -- 

  9  MR. WILLIAMS:  -- know. 

 10  MS. MATOIAN:  -- to be a car? 

 11  MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't know.  I can't remember -- 

 12  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 13  MR. WILLIAMS:  -- what it was drawn for. 

 14  MS. MATOIAN:  And then this right here says "Van." 

 15  MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 16  MS. MATOIAN:  What do you remember about a van? 

 17  MR. WILLIAMS:  Actually, they said a van was 

 18   parked across from the house, and that's all I could 

 19   remember. 

 20  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 21  MR. WILLIAMS:  So I included in -- 

 22  MS. MATOIAN:  So you drew it. 

  23  MR. WILLIAMS:  -- because they said, What -- what 

 24   about the van across. 

 25  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- across from the house, so... 

 

         2               MS. MATOIAN:  Do you remember what this is 

 

         3     supposed to be? 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

         5               MS. MATOIAN:  What about this -- 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

         7               MS. MATOIAN:  -- this box that's got the lines 

 

         8     drawn through it? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Lines drawn through it, no. 

 

        10               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  All right.  Now I'm going to 

 

        11     show you 63.  This one is -- it's marked 982 from the 

 

        12     Winston-Salem Police Department file. 

 

        13                  (Exhibit Number 63 is introduced.) 

 

        14               MS. MATOIAN:  My first question is, because this 

 

        15     is not marked or signed or has any notation on it, does this 

 

        16     look like your drawing?  Did you draw that? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        18               MS. MATOIAN:  You didn't draw this? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        20               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  Handwriting on those, little 

 

        22     whatever you want to call them. 

 

        23               MS. MATOIAN:  So this all looks different to you? 

 

        24     You drew this -- 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 
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         1               MS. MATOIAN:  -- not this? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  All of it but this one. 

 

         3               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So you drew 62 but not -- not 

 

         4     63? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh.  Not that.  'Cause I 

 

         6     wouldn't never use that and that is different up there. 

 

         7               MS. MATOIAN:  All right. 

 

         8               MS. TANNER:  What do you mean -- 

 

         9               MS. MATOIAN:  All right.  And you say you never 

 

        10     would have drawn these little stars? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        12               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't use -- when I'm -- if I had 

 

        14     to draw a house, I would actually draw the box, the whole 

 

        15     house box. 

 

        16               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  I would never -- 

 

        18               MS. MATOIAN:  All right.  Well, so I don't know 

 

        19     that they're trying to draw a house here because this is 

 

        20     Gilmer, it's labeled as Gilmer, and then there's the two 

 

        21     sides of the street. 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        23               MS. MATOIAN:  And you're -- 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  That's Patterson. 

 

        25               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  But this isn't your 
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  1   handwriting? 

  2  MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  That's not my handwriting. 

  3  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  And that's your handwriting? 

  4  MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

  5  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Do you know whose handwriting 

  6   that is? 

  7  MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  Because it's got the G with 

  8   the -- 

  9  MS. MATOIAN:  And I'm sorry, I'm talking about 62. 

 10  MR. WILLIAMS:  They got the G with slashes in it. 

 11   No. 

 12  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  All right.  So just to be 

 13   clear, 62, you recall drawing -- 

 14  MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 15  MS. MATOIAN:  -- but you did not write this 

 16   "Gilmer" because -- 

 17  MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I didn't write that. 

 18  MS. MATOIAN:  -- you wouldn't write your Gs like 

 19   that? 

 20  MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 21  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  63 does not look like a 

 22   drawing that you would do? 

 23  MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 24  MS. MATOIAN:  And this Patterson and Gilmer that's 

 25   on there is not your writing?  What about that? 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't know what that is. 

 

         2               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  It look like an L or a T -- 

 

         4               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- or a 4.  It's not mine.  It's 

 

         6     not me. 

 

         7               MS. MATOIAN:  It's got an L -- L and a T, but I 

 

         8     don't know what the rest of it says.  Okay. 

 

         9               All right.  Who's Lester Davis? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  Oh, boy.  That's one I can't even 

 

        11     answer.  I can't attach that name to anything. 

 

        12               MS. MATOIAN:  You can't attach that name to 

 

        13     anything. 

 

        14               What was I on 64? 

 

        15               MS. TANNER:  Yes.  You're on 64 now. 

 

        16               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Go to 64.  And this is the 

 

        17     Winston-Salem Police report from May 6, 1986.  Let me make 

 

        18     sure I don't already have that in there somewhere. 

 

        19                   (Exhibit Number 64 was introduced.) 

 

        20               MS. TANNER:  Do you want me to look? 

 

        21               MS. MATOIAN:  No.  I think I'm -- I think I'm 

 

        22     good.  I think this one will be easier to read than the one 

 

        23     I already have in here.  Yeah.  Okay. 

 

        24               So this is a police report from the Winston-Salem 

 

        25     Police Department file from 5/6/86 and that's 428 and 429. 
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         1     So this is another time that you've requested to speak to 

 

         2     Detective Freeland and Detective Dorn about this case. 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  All right. 

 

         4               MS. MATOIAN:  And I want you to read this 

 

         5     paragraph down here on the bottom of the first page. 

 

         6                              (Pause.) 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  No, I definitely can't remember 

 

         8     that. 

 

         9               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  Not Lester Davis. 

 

        11                              (Pause.) 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  Am I going to the back of this, 

 

        13     too? 

 

        14               MS. MATOIAN:  Let me see what's on there. 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  'Cause it has -- at the end it 

 

        16     still goes on with -- 

 

        17               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- Mr. Davis. 

 

        19               MS. MATOIAN:  Yep.  You can go on to the next one, 

 

        20     but only that first paragraph.  Or actually, go to the 

 

        21     second paragraph, too, because it talks about a lineup 

 

        22     they've shown you, so I want to see if you recall being 

 

        23     shown that lineup. 

 

        24                                (Pause.) 

 

        25                (Inaudible conversation held off record.) 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah, I have to get used to 

 

         2     learning new gadgets.  I've been in here so long. 

 

         3               MS. MATOIAN:  All right. 

 

         4               MS. TANNER:  There's some gadgets out there 

 

         5     that -- 

 

         6               MS. MATOIAN:  Yeah.  A lot of change. 

 

         7               All right.  So on 64, on the bottom of page 428, 

 

         8     you have highlighted: 

 

         9               "Merritt Drayton described the subject again 

 

        10     before showing him" -- or sorry.  Up there it's talking 

 

        11     about the writer showing you the lineup again before showing 

 

        12     you the lineup. 

 

        13               "Merritt Drayton indicated that the subject in the 

 

        14     photo lineup that he had already been shown was wearing a 

 

        15     green type jacket and was wearing a toboggan.  Writer once 

 

        16     again showed the same lineup to Merritt Drayton as 

 

        17     previously been shown and he picked out the picture of 

 

        18     Lester Davis as being the person who was with him on the 

 

        19     night that Blanche Bryson was murdered on Gilmer Avenue. 

 

        20     Merritt Drayton had previously indicated earlier in this 

 

        21     investigation that Lester Davis looked like the person who 

 

        22     was with him when this crime was committed." 

 

        23               So you don't have highlighted here, "However, he 

 

        24     would not positively identify him as the suspect in this 

 

        25     case."  Is that true? 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  'Cause I don't -- they might 

 

         2     have -- I don't even know -- I hadn't ever seen a lineup. 

 

         3               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  They didn't show me a lineup but 

 

         5     one time. 

 

         6               MS. MATOIAN:  All right.  It says: 

 

         7               "Merritt Drayton" -- or sorry.  That's all you've 

 

         8     highlighted.  You stopped at "when this crime was 

 

         9     committed." 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        11               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  And so then down at the 

 

        12     bottom paragraph, they're talking about a lineup they showed 

 

        13     you with this list of names, but you do not recall ever 

 

        14     being shown a lineup? 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  I was shown a lineup one time -- 

 

        16               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- concerning this murder.  I was 

 

        18     at CP.  They came to see me and visit me and asked for a 

 

        19     conference.  They took me in a room.  They had book, opened 

 

        20     it, and showed me the lineup. 

 

        21               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  And that was after you had 

 

        22     been convicted, right? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  That was after I had been 

 

        24     convicted. 

 

        25               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So I want to hold that for a 
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  1   minute, but we will get back to that. 

  2  All right.  Did you ever meet with Don Tisdale to 

  3   talk to him about this case? 

  4  MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

  5  MS. MATOIAN:  Never? 

  6  MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I don't remember talking to 

  7   him.  I do remember talking to somebody.  I can't remember 

  8   if I talked to him or not.  Just I can't -- there were so 

  9   many different people from the DA office that was coming in 

 10   and out. 

 11  MS. MATOIAN:  From the DA's office -- 

 12  MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 13  MS. MATOIAN:  -- you remember talking to someone? 

 14   Okay. 

 15  All right.  What do you remember about a wallet? 

 16  MR. WILLIAMS:  A wallet? 

 17  MS. MATOIAN:  Do you recall telling police that if 

 18   they went and found your wallet that they would find a 

 19   receipt from the money that Terry Smith gave you? 

 20  MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 21  MS. MATOIAN:  No? 

 22  MR. WILLIAMS:  I never -- I never had a wallet.  I 

 23   don't use wallets. 

 24  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So I'm going to show you 65 

 25   now.  This is another Winston-Salem police report.  It's 
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         1     only two pages and this is just how the second page came to 

 

         2     us, so do the best you can when you're reading it. 

 

         3                  (Exhibit Number 65 was introduced.) 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  All right. 

 

         5               MS. MATOIAN:  But it's marked 447 and 448.  But 

 

         6     I'm going to have you do the same thing.  I'm going to mark 

 

         7     in blue the parts you need to look at because they do go 

 

         8     talk to Mattie Mae Davis and you don't need to look at -- or 

 

         9     you can read it if you want to, but you don't need to worry 

 

        10     about highlighting it.  And -- yeah. 

 

        11               So it's just this first paragraph right here.  I 

 

        12     want you to look at that and highlight anything that you do 

 

        13     not remember telling the police or happening. 

 

        14                               (Pause.) 

 

        15               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So on 65, what you've 

 

        16     highlighted on page 447, it says: 

 

        17               "In a meeting held earlier in the month with 

 

        18     District Attorney Don Tisdale, information was received that 

 

        19     Merritt Drayton had relayed the following information to 

 

        20     him.  He referred to a billfold that belonged to him and 

 

        21     that should contain a sales receipt from Zayre's Department 

 

        22     Store showing that he purchased a number of items with a 

 

        23     hundred dollar bill that he supposedly received from a 

 

        24     subject by the name of Terry Smith.  The one hundred dollar 

 

        25     bill was payment for his participation in the homicide 
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         1     concerning Blanche Bryson.  The billfold was supposed to be 

 

         2     in the possession of Merritt Drayton's girlfriend, Mattie 

 

         3     Mae Davis." 

 

         4               Do you recall meeting with Don Tisdale? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I seen him, but I don't 

 

         6     remember meeting with him. 

 

         7               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Do you recall meeting with 

 

         8     anybody, whether from the District Attorney's Office or the 

 

         9     police department, and saying, hey, if you go find my 

 

        10     wallet, it's going to have a receipt in it from stuff I used 

 

        11     -- I bought using money Terry Smith gave me for this murder? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  Because I did have money, but 

 

        13     I worked for it because I did construction work.  I did it 

 

        14     on my own. 

 

        15               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  In fact, November -- December -- 

 

        17     late November, December into January I did work on a house 

 

        18     and I can't remember the street.  I remodeled the inside and 

 

        19     I remodeled the whole complete roof for them. 

 

        20               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  So I had my own money. 

 

        22               MS. MATOIAN:  Do you remember ever going to 

 

        23     Zayre's Department Store and buying a radio? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        25               MS. MATOIAN:  No.  If Mattie Mae said she 
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         1     remembered going to the store and buying a radio? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  She'd be lying through her teeth. 

 

         3               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  'Cause I ain't never been to Zayre 

 

         5     to buy anything. 

 

         6               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Do you know someone named 

 

         7     Blackjack, James Jackson? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         9               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        11               MS. MATOIAN:  Do you remember going to a 

 

        12     department store with him? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  We went to a store.  We didn't go 

 

        14     in and buy anything. 

 

        15               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  He took somebody to the store, but 

 

        17     not -- not with me getting anything out of it. 

 

        18               MS. MATOIAN:  Not with you? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  No, no. 

 

        20               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So if Mattie Mae Davis -- and 

 

        21     I want to be clear.  If you went to a department store and 

 

        22     bought something one time -- 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        24               MS. MATOIAN:  -- that doesn't necessarily mean 

 

        25     that you bought something with money you got from this 
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         1     murder. 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         3               MS. MATOIAN:  But if Mattie Mae Davis and James 

 

         4     Jackson both remember in December 1985, yeah, we went to 

 

         5     Zayre's Department Store, he bought a radio, got some food, 

 

         6     got some gas, is that a lie? 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  Summer of '85? 

 

         8               MS. MATOIAN:  December of '85. 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Oh.  No, it could be true.  But I'm 

 

        10     saying I don't remember going and buying a radio just 

 

        11     'cause -- 

 

        12               MS. MATOIAN:  Do you remember going to the 

 

        13     department store at all? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  Not Zayre's. 

 

        15               MS. MATOIAN:  Not Zayre's? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        17               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  I went to the store, but not 

 

        19     Zayre's. 

 

        20               MS. MATOIAN:  All right. 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  She probably remember a lot of 

 

        22     things that I can't remember.  Zayre's, Zayre's. 

 

        23               MS. MATOIAN:  And they went back to 9th Street 

 

        24     that had been abandoned, the police did. 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

 

 

 

  



                                                                        93 

 

 

         1               MS. MATOIAN:  And they did find -- they said they 

 

         2     found a billfold with a probation card with the name Merritt 

 

         3     Williams on it. 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         5               MS. MATOIAN:  They didn't find a receipt in it. 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  (Inaudible.) 

 

         7               MS. MATOIAN:  Do you remember anything about this 

 

         8     whole wallet situation? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  They -- I don't call it a wallet. 

 

        10     It's a -- it's -- it's not a wallet.  You ever -- you ever 

 

        11     seen a -- 

 

        12               MS. MATOIAN:  Did it not fold out? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  It didn't fold all the way out. 

 

        14               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  I can remember.  But I had my 

 

        16     probation card in it and that was it. 

 

        17               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  But you don't -- 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  I never carried -- 

 

        19               MS. MATOIAN:  Right.  But you don't recall telling 

 

        20     them, hey, if you go find this wallet, you're going to find 

 

        21     this thing? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        23               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  The only thing I can remember is 

 

        25     one thing.  I was asked was I working. 
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  1  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

  2  MR. WILLIAMS:  And it wouldn't have been a Zayre's 

  3   receipt they'd be looking for.  The guy I worked for, he 

  4   took me to the store to buy stuff to work on his house with. 

  5  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

  6  MR. WILLIAMS:  Those receipts were in my wallet. 

  7   And the reason I was telling them about those receipts 

  8   because of the time frame of that murder and the time of 

  9   those receipts actually would have added up and cleared me 

 10   because of the time that I worked from his house until then. 

 11  MS. MATOIAN:  So you're saying that by this point 

 12   -- so this happened in September of 1986. 

 13  MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 14  MS. MATOIAN:  So this is five months after you 

 15   first start talking to police? 

 16  MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 17  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So you're saying that the 

 18   only time you remember telling them about a wallet is, hey, 

 19   if you go get my wallet, there will receipts in there that 

 20   will clear me? 

 21  MR. WILLIAMS:  It would -- it would have helped me 

 22   because I had -- I had wanted to change everything up.  And 

 23   I remember -- I said, now, I did work for somebody in the 

 24   time this murder was supposed to happen.  I did his whole 

 25   roof and part of his living room.  But the receipts would 
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  1   have been from a mall that was down, I guess you call it -- 

  2   not 421 -- 40.  It's a place off of 40 in Winston that has a 

  3   storage, buy lumber supplies, all that stuff from, I went 

  4   there a couple times.  During that month, we bought a lot of 

  5   stuff. 

  6  MS. MATOIAN:  And why do you think those receipts 

  7   would have cleared you? 

  8  MR. WILLIAMS:  Because after trying to get out of 

  9   it, those receipts would have the time that we went. 

 10   Because I worked on his house like a whole week.  And I 

 11   worked from the morning to late at night. 

 12  MS. MATOIAN:  When you say "late at night," how 

 13   late? 

 14  MR. WILLIAMS:  10 or 11 o'clock.  And -- 

 15  MS. MATOIAN:  Would the store have been open at 10 

 16   or 11 o'clock to be giving you a receipt? 

 17  MR. WILLIAMS:  Lowe's would have been open late 

 18   but not -- probably not that late. 

 19  MS. TANNER:  Who did you work for? 

 20  MR. WILLIAMS:  It was a guy that was near the 

 21   house where Mattie and me lived when I got out of prison. 

 22   And I did his roof and inside of his house, had to put 

 23   paneling up.  I tore down the old paneling, put new paneling 

 24   up.  I redid the roof and gutter.  And that house was all 

 25   the way across town.  It was in east Winston. 
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  1  MS. TANNER:  Okay.  What was his name? 

  2  MR. WILLIAMS:  I can't remember.  I don't know if 

  3   I can get anybody -- I don't even know anybody that could 

  4   remember his name.  He may be dead now because they were an 

  5   older couple. 

  6  MS. TANNER:  Okay.  So, Mr. Williams, I just want 

  7   to be clear.  When Catee first asked you about that, your 

  8   reaction to going to Zayre's was that Mattie Mae was lying 

  9   through her teeth. 

 10  MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  Because I don't remember 

 11   going to Zayre's. 

 12  MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 13  MR. WILLIAMS:  Because Zayre's from where we -- 

 14   from where we lived at would be like, I guess, going 

 15   50 miles 'cause it's a long ways off. 

 16  MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 17  MR. WILLIAMS:  It'd be no need for me to go all 

 18   the way to Zayre's. 

 19  MS. MATOIAN:  Oh, so Zayre's isn't -- isn't in 

 20   Winston? 

 21  MR. WILLIAMS:  It is, but it's so far from where 

 22   we live at -- 

 23  MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 24  MR. WILLIAMS:  -- it would not be suitable to go 

 25   to Zayre's when we can go on Martin Luther King Boulevard -- 
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         1               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- and go to a shopping center 

 

         3     there.  We'd be going really out of our way just to go and 

 

         4     get a radio.  That doesn't sound right.  I don't even listen 

 

         5     -- I have a radio.  I had a radio when I got out, so I 

 

         6     wouldn't need to go get a radio. 

 

         7               MS. MATOIAN:  So you're -- but I just want to be 

 

         8     clear that you're saying that by this time you were trying 

 

         9     to now say that you did not commit the crime at all? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        11               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Do you know of a reason why I 

 

        12     don't have any reports from the Winston-Salem Police 

 

        13     Department file of you saying that? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  I didn't -- doing anything with 

 

        15     them, they just -- they weren't trying to hear nothing no 

 

        16     more.  I done got in so deep it was -- it was no turning 

 

        17     back. 

 

        18               MS. MATOIAN:  So if you -- before you were able to 

 

        19     have someone from the jail call them and say I want to tell 

 

        20     you something and they'd come get you? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  But once I had -- 

 

        22               MS. MATOIAN:  Did you call them and say -- did you 

 

        23     say, hey, call them -- tell the jail to call the police 

 

        24     department? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  At some -- well, I got with my 
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  1   lawyer even before we went to court on them.  I talked to 

  2   him about it.  And he said, Look, he said, It's too late. 

  3   You got in deep and they want the trial.  So we went to 

  4   trial.  He advised me, You probably have to make sure that 

  5   when you get on the stand, you keep your butt from going to 

  6   death row. 

  7  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

  8  MR. WILLIAMS:  And I probably did with some things 

  9   I had said. 

 10  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So -- and when you say -- 

 11   when you're talking about that attorney, are you talking 

 12   about Kevin Mauney and Charles Redden who were your 

 13   attorneys at the trial or -- 

 14  MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 15  MS. MATOIAN:  -- the Davises -- 

 16  MR. WILLIAMS:  Not the -- not the first -- 

 17  MS. MATOIAN:  -- who were the first -- 

 18  MR. WILLIAMS:  -- not the first ones, no. 

 19  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  And you said yesterday that 

 20   after you had given information in the Bryson case that 

 21   those attorneys wanted to get off your case.  Did they tell 

 22   you what it was about the Bryson case that made them want to 

 23   get off of it? 

 24  MR. WILLIAMS:  Oh, the two black attorneys? 

 25  MS. MATOIAN:  Yeah. 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  They said that they didn't feel 

 

         2     comfortable trying to represent me after I had indicated 

 

         3     myself in two murders like that. 

 

         4               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  They didn't feel they could 

 

         6     properly represent me. 

 

         7               MS. MATOIAN:  All right.  So when you got 

 

         8     Mr. Redden and Mr. Mauney, what did you tell them about your 

 

         9     involvement in the Bryson case? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  Basically the same thing.  That's 

 

        11     really -- we talked about it.  And for them, it -- it wasn't 

 

        12     easy because they weren't, I guess you call, lawyers that 

 

        13     ever handled that type case before. 

 

        14               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  And it was -- it was hard on them. 

 

        16     So at first, we weren't going -- we were going to plead. 

 

        17     And then after I told them that I was not guilty of it, they 

 

        18     said, Well, okay.  We're going on and take it to trial. 

 

        19               MS. MATOIAN:  So you had initially told them -- 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  I told them I wasn't -- 

 

        21               MS. MATOIAN:  -- what you told the police, that 

 

        22     you had committed it? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh.  But I -- 

 

        24               MS. MATOIAN:  And did you tell them the Lieutenant 

 

        25     story?  Did you tell them the Gadget, Terry Smith, Sammy 
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         1     Mitchell story? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  They read the Lieutenant story. 

 

         3               MS. MATOIAN:  The Lieutenant story? 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         5               MS. MATOIAN:  So you told them that that was true 

 

         6     at first? 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         8               MS. MATOIAN:  And you were going to take a plea? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  (No verbal response.) 

 

        10               MS. MATOIAN:  What made you decide to tell them 

 

        11     that that wasn't true? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  He told me, he said, Look, if you 

 

        13     didn't do it, just tell me now.  And I told him.  And he 

 

        14     said, Well, you still have to go to trial.  He said, They'll 

 

        15     offer a plea, but the plea they offered was putting a bunch 

 

        16     of sentences and stretching it out. 

 

        17               And I said, No. 

 

        18               He said, We'll just take it to trial and see what 

 

        19     happens. 

 

        20               At first he wasn't going to put me on the stand. 

 

        21     And then after the State put on their witness, he said, 

 

        22     Well, he said, I want you to take the stand.  I took the 

 

        23     stand. 

 

        24               MS. MATOIAN:  And do you remember that you took 

 

        25     the stand during the sentencing phase of your trial after 

 

 

 

 

  



                                                                       101 

 

 

         1     you'd been convicted? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

         3               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So before we get to the 

 

         4     trial, other than everything we've talked about from April 

 

         5     of 1986 to May 1986 to September of 1986, and going up to 

 

         6     your trial in 1987, are there any other interactions with 

 

         7     police that we haven't talked about? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  I can't remember any. 

 

         9               MS. MATOIAN:  Other than the Lieutenant -- just 

 

        10     for ease of understanding for all of us, I'm going to call 

 

        11     it the Lieutenant story -- 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        13               MS. MATOIAN:  -- and the Sammy Mitchell story, and 

 

        14     Sammy Mitchell includes Terry Smith and Gadget as well. 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        16               MS. MATOIAN:  Other than the Sammy Mitchell story 

 

        17     and the Lieutenant story, did you give any other versions of 

 

        18     this crime -- 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  I can't remember -- 

 

        20               MS. MATOIAN:  -- that you can recall? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- if I did.  I can't recall if I 

 

        22     did. 

 

        23               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  And do you recall telling the 

 

        24     police directly that you had no involvement in this crime 

 

        25     prior to your trial? 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  I told my lawyers, but we didn't -- 

 

         2     I don't think we told the police anything. 

 

         3               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  All right.  What do you 

 

         4     remember happening at your trial? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  I remember a guy getting up talking 

 

         6     about the hair sample from the toboggan. 

 

         7               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  And then Ms. Hicks was put on the 

 

         9     stand and she was questioned.  Then my lawyer cross-examined 

 

        10     her about her telling me I could go free -- 

 

        11               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- about the case. 

 

        13               MS. MATOIAN:  Did she tell you that? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  She indicated that my lawyer 

 

        15     crossed -- crossed-examined her on that.  I don't know 

 

        16     exactly what was said.  Didn't pay attention to it.  It was 

 

        17     so long ago. 

 

        18               MS. MATOIAN:  I'm asking you did Teresa Hicks ever 

 

        19     tell you that you could go free -- 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  She -- 

 

        21               MS. MATOIAN:  -- or was that just a question your 

 

        22     lawyer was asking? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  I had asked -- I had asked him 

 

        24     before because she had something to it, and I can't remember 

 

        25     what she said, and he had questioned her about it. 
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  1  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  All right. 

  2  MR. WILLIAMS:  It's cold in here. 

  3  MS. TANNER:  It's very cold.  I'm freezing. 

  4  MS. BOYER:  I came with -- yeah.  I came with a 

  5   sweater and a sweatshirt today -- 

  6  MR. WILLIAMS:  You're still cold. 

  7  MS. TANNER:  It was comfortable -- 

  8  MS. BOYER:  -- just to see -- 

  9  MS. TANNER:  They're -- 

 10  MS. BOYER:  -- (inaudible). 

 11  MS. MATOIAN:  They're really trying it.  Okay. 

 12  So, Mr. Williams, your attorneys actually didn't 

 13   put on any -- so in that kind of case, you have the guilt, 

 14   innocence phase, and then the sentencing phase.  So you did 

 15   not put on any evidence in the guilt phase.  Your lawyers 

 16   did during the sentencing phase.  And that's when you 

 17   testified.  So you had already been convicted. 

 18  So I'm going to hand you your testimony.  I'm -- 

 19   I'm going to look at my own highlights to point out pages to 

 20   you so that you don't have to read that whole thing.  So 

 21   that's 66. 

 22   (Exhibit Number 66 was marked.) 

 23  MS. MATOIAN:  What do you recall saying during 

 24   your sentencing when you testified? 

 25  MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I didn't testify during my 
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         1     sentencing. 

 

         2               MS. MATOIAN:  What do you recall happening when 

 

         3     you testified? 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  I was put on the stand right after 

 

         5     the police -- the State -- after their witnesses, I was put 

 

         6     on the stand. 

 

         7               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  Shoot, it's so much.  I had -- like 

 

         9     you said, I gave them my name. 

 

        10               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Did you tell them that you 

 

        11     had committed this murder? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes, I think I did. 

 

        13               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  What did you tell them? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  I can't remember word for word. 

 

        15               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Did you give them the 

 

        16     Lieutenant's story or the Sammy Mitchell story? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  I mentioned Sammy Mitchell's name. 

 

        18               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  I believe I did. 

 

        20               MS. MATOIAN:  But as involved in the Bryson murder 

 

        21     or as involved in the Wilson murder? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  In the Wilson -- in the Bryson's 

 

        23     murder. 

 

        24               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  I can't find my -- 
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         1               MS. MATOIAN:  This is interesting. 

 

         2               MS. TANNER:  Uh-huh. 

 

         3               MS. MATOIAN:  All right.  I'm going to direct you 

 

         4     to a page in just a second.  Actually, can you go to 

 

         5     page 493. 

 

         6               MS. TANNER:  Is this is it? 

 

         7               MS. MATOIAN:  Yeah.  Oh, I'm sorry. 

 

         8               MS. BOYER:  The pages are actually over here -- 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  You got two up here. 

 

        10               MS. MATOIAN:  Right there. 

 

        11               MS. BOYER:  -- because the way that the -- 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  Okay. 

 

        13               MS. MATOIAN:  Thank you, Beth. 

 

        14               MS. BOYER:  I finally figured out that those are 

 

        15     screen shots of microfilm. 

 

        16               MS. MATOIAN:  Yeah. 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  They pulled them. 

 

        18               MS. BOYER:  Yeah.  So it's like six pieces of 

 

        19     (inaudible). 

 

        20               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So I want to point you to -- 

 

        21     up at the top here.  Your lawyer is asking you about whether 

 

        22     or not officers coerced you in any way with your statements. 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        24               MS. MATOIAN:  And I want to direct you to line 3 

 

        25     here that starts with your answer.  It says: 
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         1               "Well, I can't say coerced, but they seem to have 

 

         2     disbeliefs to certain people, but then a belief to certain 

 

         3     people that could have participated in the crime." 

 

         4               What did you mean by that? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because I indicated people and I 

 

         6     put Sammy in it.  There was some belief in it.  There was 

 

         7     some belief of Terry.  And it was just shifting back and 

 

         8     forth.  At one point, they believed and then the next point 

 

         9     they didn't believe. 

 

        10               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  And they're just still searching 

 

        12     for people that would actually be the right person in the 

 

        13     crime. 

 

        14               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So on that same page going 

 

        15     down to line 15, you see these numbers? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes. 

 

        17               MS. MATOIAN:  15 your lawyer says: 

 

        18               "Well, but you -- you thought that by making some 

 

        19     statements it might -- it might help you though." 

 

        20               And you answered, "Certain things were said to the 

 

        21     effect during the course of me being in and out of the jail 

 

        22     between some people about it." 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        24               MS. MATOIAN:  Who was saying that?  Who was saying 

 

        25     that that would help you? 
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  1  MR. WILLIAMS:  Well, I got most of it -- that from 

  2   Ms. Hicks. 

  3  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

  4  MR. WILLIAMS:  Because we had talked and some 

  5   things she said. 

  6  MS. MATOIAN:  Tell me everything you remember 

  7   about those conversations with Detective Hicks. 

  8  MR. WILLIAMS:  I -- I had asked her, I said, 

  9   Anybody ever got out from the -- from the -- not going to 

 10   jail for being in this kind of mess? 

 11  And she said, Yeah. 

 12  And then I think she got cross-examined by my 

 13   lawyers about that when they put her up -- when she was on 

 14   the stand. 

 15  MS. MATOIAN:  So you asked her if there was any -- 

 16   if she knew of any situations where someone could get out of 

 17   the mess that you had gotten yourself into? 

 18  MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 19  MS. MATOIAN:  She said yeah.  But then what did 

 20   she say -- what did she say that those people did? 

 21  MR. WILLIAMS:  She didn't go into details about 

 22   anything.  She said, Yeah, and we just went on from there. 

 23  MS. MATOIAN:  What did she say that made you think 

 24   that you could get help? 

 25  MR. WILLIAMS:  Because she said it could be done, 
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         1     you know, and so -- I don't know if they'll do -- 

 

         2               MS. MATOIAN:  But what would you have to do in 

 

         3     order to get that help? 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  We didn't go -- she didn't go into 

 

         5     no details about anything after that.  It was just said and 

 

         6     that was it. 

 

         7               MS. MATOIAN:  All right.  If you could turn to the 

 

         8     next page.  Go down to line 12 -- 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        10               MS. MATOIAN:  You say there: 

 

        11               "Well, certain parts of my statement I exaggerated 

 

        12     a little rather than just give them, you know, the actual 

 

        13     facts.  My involvement was not so much as to commit murder 

 

        14     in this crime, it was more or less in a -- a lot of people 

 

        15     call larceny, but it's actually breaking and entering to 

 

        16     that effect." 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh.  I remember that. 

 

        18               MS. MATOIAN:  You remember saying that? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes. 

 

        20               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So right now you're -- you're 

 

        21     under oath -- 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        23               MS. MATOIAN:  -- you've been found guilty, and 

 

        24     you're still implicating yourself in this crime? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't even know if I was found 
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         1     guilty yet. 

 

         2               MS. MATOIAN:  Go to the next page.  So down there 

 

         3     on line 12 on 495, I want you to read that paragraph. 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh.  That's when I give a name 

 

         5     of Lieutenant. 

 

         6               MS. MATOIAN:  What name did you give Lieutenant? 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  George Thompson. 

 

         8               MS. MATOIAN:  Where did you come up with that 

 

         9     name? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  It was somebody I know.  He's dead. 

 

        11               MS. MATOIAN:  So he's a real person? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        13               MS. MATOIAN:  He's dead.  When did he die? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  A long time ago. 

 

        15               MS. MATOIAN:  Like before this trial happened? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  Long before the trial. 

 

        17               MS. MATOIAN:  How do -- how did you know him? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  He's just somebody I knew. 

 

        19               MS. MATOIAN:  From Winston-Salem?  From South 

 

        20     Carolina?  From where? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  South Carolina. 

 

        22               MS. MATOIAN:  From South Carolina? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        24               MS. MATOIAN:  Was he from the same town as you? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes. 
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         1               MS. MATOIAN:  Was he your same age? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

         3               MS. MATOIAN:  How old was he? 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Oh, way older than I was. 

 

         5               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Was he white, black? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  Black. 

 

         7               MS. MATOIAN:  What did he look like? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  A description, I guess, stalky, 

 

         9     about 6'1", maybe about 200 pounds. 

 

        10               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Why did you use his name? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  I just came up with the quickest 

 

        12     name I could get in my head while I was on the stand. 

 

        13               MS. MATOIAN:  You say -- in your original 

 

        14     statement about Lieutenant and in your trial testimony, you 

 

        15     say that George Thompson worked for Terry Smith. 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        17               MS. MATOIAN:  Did George Thompson work for Terry 

 

        18     Smith? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        20               MS. MATOIAN:  So why did you say that? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  I had to put him in that.  That's 

 

        22     the only way I could get them to believe the whole story. 

 

        23     He had to work for Terry because Terry was -- the man was a 

 

        24     man focused in the first statement, you know, he was. 

 

        25               MS. MATOIAN:  So I just want to make sure I'm 
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  1   understanding, and please correct me if I'm wrong.  You 

  2   first give a statement, the name Sammy Mitchell, Terry 

  3   Smith, and Gadget.  And you said you originally named Terry 

  4   Smith because of his connection to the victim's son; is that 

  5   correct? 

  6  MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

  7  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So then about a week later, 

  8   you back off of Terry Smith being physically involved, you 

  9   back off Gadget, and you back of Sammy Mitchell.  And then 

 10   you come up with this guy named Lieutenant? 

 11  MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 12  MS. MATOIAN:  So you continue to say that 

 13   Lieutenant works for Terry Smith because you needed to keep 

 14   the connection of Terry Smith to the victim? 

 15  MR. WILLIAMS:  And involved in the case. 

 16  MS. MATOIAN:  Why did you need to keep him 

 17   involved in the case? 

 18  MR. WILLIAMS:  They weren't -- they weren't 

 19   letting it go.  They still -- in their mind, they still felt 

 20   that he as involved in it.  But with the report from the 

 21   person that did the check on it that my lawyers hired, she 

 22   had done ruled him out.  That still didn't stop anything. 

 23   He still stayed involved in it. 

 24  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  And you know that Terry Smith 

 25   was never actually charged in this crime, right? 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah, he was never brought up in 

 

         2     it. 

 

         3               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So George Thompson is a real 

 

         4     person -- 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         6               MS. MATOIAN:  -- however, you knew him in South 

 

         7     Carolina?  He was already dead before this trial? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  He was dead long ago. 

 

         9               MS. MATOIAN:  And -- 

 

        10               MS. TANNER:  What was that? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  He was dead long ago. 

 

        12               MS. MATOIAN:  Long ago. 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        14               MS. MATOIAN:  And to your knowledge, he had no 

 

        15     connection with Terry Smith? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  Nobody. 

 

        17               MS. MATOIAN:  I mean I have to ask you in 

 

        18     general -- 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  Why?  I wish -- 

 

        20               MS. MATOIAN:  -- you now put Sammy Mitchell in two 

 

        21     murders that you're now saying that you -- that that's not 

 

        22     true.  Terry Smith, you put him in a murder and continued to 

 

        23     put him in a murder, even though not physically, even though 

 

        24     you now say that's not true.  You give the name Gadget 

 

        25     knowing that there's a guy out there on the street that goes 
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  1   by the name Gadget who could get picked up and mixed up in 

  2   this.  And then you're giving the name of someone else at 

  3   your trial.  Did you understand that people could have been 

  4   charged with murder for this? 

  5  MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes, I did.  And it -- I can't 

  6   answer why that happened.  It happened.  And I'm still 

  7   trying to find why I could do it. 

  8  There was some answer as to whys through my 

  9   psychologist because they were going to call some people in. 

 10   But I didn't ever follow that up to let him go ahead and 

 11   start treating me for that particular illness. 

 12  MS. MATOIAN:  What did they say was wrong with 

 13   you? 

 14  MR. WILLIAMS:  There's something that -- 

 15  MS. MATOIAN:  Not wrong with you, but -- 

 16  MR. WILLIAMS:  It's something that causes people 

 17   to admit to doing anything even if they didn't do it.  And I 

 18   never did -- we never did go down that path.  My 

 19   psychologist from -- 

 20  MS. MATOIAN:  Are you talking about -- 

 21  MR. WILLIAMS:  -- 20 years ago -- 

 22  MS. MATOIAN:  -- at the trial? 

 23  MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 24  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 25  MR. WILLIAMS:  I was here.  When he seen me here. 
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         1               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  Matter of fact, he seen me last 

 

         3     year.  And he was talking to me about everything.  And he 

 

         4     was still concerned how I was -- how I was going after all 

 

         5     this happened.  But he gave a name for it.  And as soon as 

 

         6     he gave the name, he retired again.  And that was the end of 

 

         7     it.  I never did finish going to the sessions so I could 

 

         8     understand why.  But he did have a name for it and he tried 

 

         9     to -- 

 

        10               MS. TANNER:  So you saw somebody at the prison 

 

        11     last year who retired? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh.  I had seen him -- when I 

 

        13     first went to Central Prison, I had seen him. 

 

        14               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  And I had seen him for like maybe 

 

        16     ten years.  And I moved from another prison to another 

 

        17     prison and he had retired.  But they needed somebody here 

 

        18     because they had no psychologist and he had came back in. 

 

        19     And when he seen me -- I was on his list.  And he actually 

 

        20     thought I had got out; I had died.  And he started talking 

 

        21     to me.  And he told me about it, he said, This is a simple 

 

        22     case.  He said, You've just never been treated for it. 

 

        23               MS. MATOIAN:  What's his name? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  Oh, God.  And I thought about it 

 

        25     last night and I didn't write his name down.  Volger 
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  1   (phonetic). 

  2  MS. MATOIAN:  V-o-l-g-e-r or V-u? 

  3  MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't know how you spell that. 

  4  MS. MATOIAN:  Volger.  Okay. 

  5  MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh.  I think he -- I don't know 

  6   if there's any notes in my mental health records with his 

  7   name on it or not.  It should have been because they have a 

  8   copy of it. 

  9  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 10  MS. TANNER:  You have a doctor now, right? 

 11  MR. WILLIAMS:  I should have a copy.  Yeah. 

 12  MS. TANNER:  Okay.  So after he -- Dr. Volger, if 

 13   that -- that's his correct name retired, you got somebody 

 14   else, right? 

 15  MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 16  MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 17  MR. WILLIAMS:  But they didn't -- that didn't 

 18   transfer over.  We just started a whole new session.  Well, 

 19   the dude I had, he was here and he retired.  And then Volger 

 20   came in and took over.  And he went back into retirement 

 21   because he's from the East Coast.  And now I have Hartzog 

 22   and -- 

 23  MS. TANNER:  Have who? 

 24  MR. WILLIAMS:  Hartzog.  He's all right. 

 25  MS. TANNER:  Hartzog.  Have you talked to him 
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  1   about the fact that Dr. Volger gave you a diagnosis that you 

  2   haven't followed up on with him? 

  3  MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

  4  MS. TANNER:  Why not? 

  5  MR. WILLIAMS:  I didn't follow it no more. 

  6   Actually, I didn't even believe -- at first I had planned to 

  7   pull this claim back because I had felt that nothing will 

  8   ever happened, so I didn't follow up no more.  But then when 

  9   it did happen, I was surprised. 

 10  MS. TANNER:  So, Mr. Williams, I just -- I have to 

 11   ask.  We focused on this criminal conduct here.  But in 

 12   prison, you know, I understand there are some -- some 

 13   things, not many, but some things that you have done here 

 14   that are a violation of the prison rules and stuff like 

 15   that.  Have there -- 

 16  MR. WILLIAMS:  (Inaudible.) 

 17  MS. TANNER:  -- have there been -- right.  Have 

 18   there been -- 

 19  MR. WILLIAMS:  In here. 

 20  MS. TANNER:  -- have there been experiences in 

 21   those violations or while you've been in prison that are you 

 22   admitting to things that you just didn't do? 

 23  MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 24  MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 25  MR. WILLIAMS:  But they -- I think they said it -- 
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         1     found patterns to something, oh, the burning, for one, was 

 

         2     questionable.  Why did I admit to it when I could have just 

 

         3     gone ahead and went to trial and -- 'cause what she said -- 

 

         4     and I can't remember what he called it.  He just said it's 

 

         5     -- it's not widespread, but the people who do it, he said, 

 

         6     and it just -- no one ever really goes to that extent to -- 

 

         7     to talk about that, why people admit to crimes. 

 

         8               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         9               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So I don't want to read your 

 

        10     whole trial transcript, but during the trial is when you 

 

        11     bring up the name George Thompson -- 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes. 

 

        13               MS. MATOIAN:  -- and the Lieutenant story? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes. 

 

        15               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Do you remember requesting to 

 

        16     speak to detectives after you testified? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  After I testified, I got -- 

 

        18     went back to the bullpen and waited.  The jury stayed out 

 

        19     for a while, then I was called back in.  And they found me 

 

        20     guilty.  And that was it.  There was nothing else.  I didn't 

 

        21     stand for no other hearing or nothing. 

 

        22               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So you don't remember 

 

        23     speaking to detectives? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh.  Not after my charge. 

 

        25               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  I'm going to show you 
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         1     Exhibit 40. 

 

         2                  (Exhibit Number 40 was introduced.) 

 

         3               MS. TANNER:  I'll take this exhibit from you. 

 

         4               MS. MATOIAN:  Yeah. 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Not unless it's Mary Smith.  That's 

 

         6     the only thing I can remember. 

 

         7               MS. MATOIAN:  It's not about Mary Smith, no. 

 

         8               All right.  I want you to look -- take a look at 

 

         9     Exhibit 40.  I want you to read the whole thing for me. 

 

        10               MS. BOYER:  And while you're doing that, I am 

 

        11     going to (inaudible). 

 

        12                              (Pause.) 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  I can't remember that conversation. 

 

        14               MS. MATOIAN:  You don't remember this conversation 

 

        15     at all? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh. 

 

        17               MS. MATOIAN:  Not one part of this? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        19               MS. MATOIAN:  If you're -- 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  I can't say it didn't happen.  I 

 

        21     just can't remember -- 

 

        22               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- what happened. 

 

        24               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So as you can see from that 

 

        25     report, you've already been found guilty. 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah, I see. 

 

         2               MS. MATOIAN:  You've already testified under oath 

 

         3     that you did this.  Why would you have contacted the police 

 

         4     to give more information about something that you say wasn't 

 

         5     true? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  That's the part that I don't 

 

         7     understand myself, after I had been tried. 

 

         8               MS. MATOIAN:  And I think we've -- I think we have 

 

         9     established that you do not recall ever being shown a lineup 

 

        10     except for the one time when you're already in prison -- 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        12               MS. MATOIAN:  -- after you've been convicted? 

 

        13               I'm going to show you 67.  This is three pages, 

 

        14     but I only want you to look at the first page first. 

 

        15                   (Exhibit Number 67 was introduced.) 

 

        16               MS. MATOIAN:  Do you recall ever being shown this? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I don't -- 

 

        18               MS. MATOIAN:  You've never seen that? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I've never seen those faces. 

 

        20               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  At all. 

 

        22               MS. MATOIAN:  So you don't recall seeing this 

 

        23     lineup put together and do you know who any of these men 

 

        24     are? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I don't know any of them at 
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  1   all.  And I'm looking at them hard and I don't know any of 

  2   them. 

  3  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  All right.  So the third page 

  4   of it, it says, "ID lineup worksheet."  And it says, 

  5   "T.H. Hicks" at the top.  That's Teresa Hicks.  Then in says 

  6   "July 31, 1987" over here.  So that's the same day that that 

  7   conversation in Exhibit 40 was supposed to have happened? 

  8  MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

  9  MS. MATOIAN:  And there's a list of names -- 

 10  MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 11  MS. MATOIAN:  -- of the people who were in the 

 12   lineup.  Do you recognize any of these names? 

 13  MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 14  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  And you see here by George 

 15   Thomas Wideman, it says "Suspect" -- 

 16  MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 17  MS. MATOIAN:  -- right?  Is George Thomas Wideman 

 18   George Thompson? 

 19  MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 20  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 21  MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't even know him. 

 22  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 23  MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't know any -- I don't know -- 

 24   none of the Widemans. 

 25  MS. MATOIAN:  Yeah.  It's a little bit difficult 
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         1     to tell from the way that this was copied, 51317, but either 

 

         2     this person or this person is George Thomas Wideman.  Do you 

 

         3     recognize either of these men? 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  No, I don't.  I can tell you now, I 

 

         5     don't know any of them.  I don't know anybody on that page. 

 

         6               MS. MATOIAN:  You don't know anybody? 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh. 

 

         8               MS. MATOIAN:  So the person that you used the name 

 

         9     George Thompson does not appear on this page? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        11               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  All right.  Tell me about the 

 

        12     police coming to you with that lineup in '87.  Or I guess 

 

        13     how long was it after you had been convicted. 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't know if it was months or 

 

        15     year they came to me with a lot of people in lineups. 

 

        16               MS. MATOIAN:  About how many? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  I'd say about 20. 

 

        18               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  And they asked me to go through. 

 

        20     They said, Look, we want you to go through this and show us 

 

        21     your crime partner.  Show us who your crime partner who was 

 

        22     in the -- in the Bryson murder. 

 

        23               And I said, I don't have a crime partner.  In 

 

        24     fact, I didn't even do it. 

 

        25               And they got mad.  They said, Well, we know you've 
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         1     got a crime partner.  They said, And it's over. 

 

         2               I said, No.  And it ended. 

 

         3               MS. MATOIAN:  It was -- did they give you any 

 

         4     names? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  They just said, We know you 

 

         6     had to have one.  They didn't give me no name.  And they 

 

         7     just kept badgering me about it.  And I -- I got tired and I 

 

         8     said, I can't identify anybody.  And the interview was over. 

 

         9     I went back. 

 

        10               Sometime after that, a guy appeared that had 

 

        11     turned hisself in for the murder. 

 

        12               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  But I didn't know who -- 

 

        14               MS. MATOIAN:  When was that. 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  I think it was like -- was it 13 -- 

 

        16     maybe 18 months after I was at CP. 

 

        17               MS. MATOIAN:  And about how many months after the 

 

        18     police came to you with this lineup? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  Oh, God.  It was before he -- 

 

        20     before I met him.  So I don't know the exact time frame. 

 

        21               MS. MATOIAN:  All right.  So you met this person 

 

        22     who had turned himself in or you heard about him? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  At first I had heard about him.  He 

 

        24     was already at CP getting processed and I had heard about 

 

        25     him from some guys in Winston. 
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         1               MS. MATOIAN:  Who? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  Oh, I can't remember the name. 

 

         3     It's -- because when you're -- when you're in and you got 

 

         4     people from around, you don't -- not names.  Most people go 

 

         5     by nicknames, so it's hard to remember all those nicknames. 

 

         6               And I worked in the hospital there, so it was easy 

 

         7     for me to -- to actually see him because he had to come 

 

         8     through the hospital and get all yourself together.  But 

 

         9     when he had got situated and got signed on the tunnel and 

 

        10     working, I was shown who it was. 

 

        11               And we -- actually, we didn't talk about the 

 

        12     murder at all.  We just asked who he was and he told me. 

 

        13     And then I would see him every day and speak to him, but I 

 

        14     never would mention anything about the murder to him.  I was 

 

        15     advised not to because we were waiting on a letter.  I 

 

        16     actually was waiting on a letter from the DA to see what's 

 

        17     going to happen because after this -- after the interview, 

 

        18     the whole thing about what had happened with him talking to 

 

        19     the reporter that had that whole story and the fact that he 

 

        20     told that I wasn't his crime partner.  And I waited and I 

 

        21     waited and nothing ever came from the DA. 

 

        22               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So after the police come to 

 

        23     you with a lineup, you hear from people in Winston -- or 

 

        24     people from Winston first in CP, hey, there's another guy 

 

        25     here from Winston -- 
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  1  MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes. 

  2  MS. MATOIAN:  -- who confessed to your crime? 

  3  MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh.  Yeah. 

  4  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  But you don't remember who 

  5   those guys are? 

  6  MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  It's just -- it's like a bunch 

  7   of them here.  We just know each other -- 

  8  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

  9  MR. WILLIAMS:  -- from being on the same unit -- 

 10  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 11  MR. WILLIAMS:  -- back from Winston. 

 12  MS. MATOIAN:  And then he was pointed out to you? 

 13  MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 14  MS. MATOIAN:  Did you approach him to talk to 

 15   him -- 

 16  MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 17  MS. MATOIAN:  -- or did he approach you? 

 18  MR. WILLIAMS:  We did -- it took us a while before 

 19   we even talked to each other. 

 20  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 21  MR. WILLIAMS:  We walked by -- 

 22  MS. MATOIAN:  Did he know -- 

 23  MR. WILLIAMS:  -- each other. 

 24  MS. MATOIAN:  -- who you were? 

 25  MR. WILLIAMS:  He didn't. 



                                                                       125 

 

 

         1               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  And I actually didn't know who he 

 

         3     was until he was pointed to me. 

 

         4               MS. MATOIAN:  And what did he tell you about this 

 

         5     case? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  Actually, we didn't talk about 

 

         7     (inaudible) case.  He just told me, you know, We're locked 

 

         8     up for the same thing.  And then -- 

 

         9               MS. MATOIAN:  So how did he know you were locked 

 

        10     up for the same thing? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because when we met, somebody had 

 

        12     done talked to him.  Because when he looked at me, he said, 

 

        13     I'm going to talk to you, and we talked.  And he said, You 

 

        14     know I'm locked up in here for the same murder. 

 

        15               I said, What you mean the same murder? 

 

        16               He said, Bryson. 

 

        17               And I said, That's what I'm in here for. 

 

        18               He said, You're not my crime partner. 

 

        19               And we left it like that.  Every day he'd go to 

 

        20     work and he'd see me and we'll speak, what's up, and just 

 

        21     keep going.  We never argued about it or tried to interfere 

 

        22     in anything. 

 

        23               MS. MATOIAN:  That was the extent of the 

 

        24     conversation, we're in here for the same crime, and Robbin 

 

        25     Carmichael said you weren't the guy I was with -- 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         2               MS. MATOIAN:  -- that is it? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  That was it.  No other -- 

 

         4               MS. MATOIAN:  And then -- 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- no other reaction.  No other 

 

         6     interacting with each other. 

 

         7               MS. MATOIAN:  Did you have a conversation with 

 

         8     each other about him doing something to help you out, like 

 

         9     writing someone -- 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        11               MS. MATOIAN:  -- telling someone? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  I actually stayed away from it 

 

        13     because doing things like that can start things.  You'll end 

 

        14     up -- you'll end up trying to kill each other because people 

 

        15     don't see it that way, you know.  They -- when you're in 

 

        16     here and you've got two people coming in for the same crime, 

 

        17     normally it's not exactly like it happens.  Normally by the 

 

        18     time you have something back from the courts, one of the 

 

        19     question how this happened, especially if he's saying that's 

 

        20     not my crime partner. 

 

        21               And he wasn't -- he was actually -- he was 

 

        22     actually a kid.  I was much older than he was.  He was very 

 

        23     respectful.  And he'd speak every time he'd see me.  We 

 

        24     never crossed each other up or tried to, you know, talk 

 

        25     about it.  I just kind of stayed to myself; he stayed to his 
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  1   and -- but... 

  2  MS. MATOIAN:  Before he's pointed out to you as 

 3   that guy is in here for the same crime as you, before you 

  4   have that conversation, had you ever heard anything about 

  5   anyone else being arrested, charged, convicted in the Bryson 

  6   murder? 

  7  MR. WILLIAMS:  I heard somebody turned theirself 

  8   in.  That just from people doing time. 

  9  MS. MATOIAN:  Who did you hear that from? 

 10  MR. WILLIAMS:  Guys doing time.  But I never knew 

 11   until he -- that point when he got to CP that that really 

 12   was true. 

 13  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So you heard it, you weren't 

 14   sure -- 

 15  MR. WILLIAMS:  No, I wasn't sure. 

 16  MS. MATOIAN:  -- if that was true? 

 17  MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 18  MS. MATOIAN:  And then he gets to CP and someone 

 19   says, hey -- 

 20  MR. WILLIAMS:  That's -- 

 21  MS. MATOIAN:  -- that's the guy? 

 22  MR. WILLIAMS:  -- Robbin Carmichael, yeah. 

 23  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Did you ever hear the name of 

 24   his crime partner? 

 25  MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  It was -- it was given to 



                                                                       128 

 

 

         1     someone and it was never given to me. 

 

         2               MS. MATOIAN:  So you don't know? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

         4               MS. MATOIAN:  Who are any of the other people at 

 

         5     that prison that were involved in these conversations? 

 

         6     Anybody from Winston, anyone you can remember? 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  It's -- all of us have 

 

         8     nicknames and -- and nicknames don't even pan out 'cause you 

 

         9     can go to another prison change and they end up -- 

 

        10               MS. MATOIAN:  Right. 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- due to the environment.  They do 

 

        12     that.  You'll leave from here and you might start off as 

 

        13     Junior and you'll go over here and you become Sam.  They 

 

        14     change names and it's -- it's to fit in each prison.  I 

 

        15     really didn't know anything about his crime partner until 

 

        16     Zerwick told me about it. 

 

        17               MS. MATOIAN:  Pause right before there. 

 

        18               After you've met Robbin Carmichael in prison and 

 

        19     prior to Phoebe Zerwick, what else happens with this? 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  Nothing from my standpoint.  I just 

 

        21     -- like I said, I waited to see if the DA would, you know, 

 

        22     come back and try to say something is wrong with the case. 

 

        23               MS. MATOIAN:  And you're waiting for the DA to say 

 

        24     if there's something wrong from the case.  Had you written 

 

        25     to the DA and said, hey -- 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  After -- 

 

         2               MS. MATOIAN:  -- here's the thing that happened? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  I was told that it would straighten 

 

         4     itself out, that the DA had normally did it.  And I never 

 

         5     did.  I went for years and years thinking about it.  And 

 

         6     when I did decide to do this inquiry, that's when I took it 

 

         7     seriously that something is desperately wrong. 

 

         8               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So -- but when you're saying 

 

         9     you're waiting for the DA, was that just waiting for you to 

 

        10     do something on his own, like because he knew Robbin 

 

        11     Carmichael had been convicted and you thought he'd do 

 

        12     something on his own? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes.  Because -- well, I shouldn't 

 

        14     have based it on that.  I based it on a case from other 

 

        15     places that when something like that go on -- 

 

        16               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- the DA would normally, you know, 

 

        18     reopen the case to -- to get to the bottom of it.  But that 

 

        19     wasn't this case. 

 

        20               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So you never heard anything 

 

        21     from the DA and you never contacted him yourself and said 

 

        22     there's this guy in prison -- 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh. 

 

        24               MS. MATOIAN:  -- what's going on?  Okay. 

 

        25               MS. TANNER:  I have a few -- I have a few 
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         1     questions. 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  Okay. 

 

         3               MS. TANNER:  Who advised you to leave it alone? 

 

         4     You said that I was -- you were advised to leave it alone. 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Some of the guys from Winston that 

 

         6     had been doing law work, they said, Just leave it alone. 

 

         7     The DA will -- 

 

         8               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- end up getting in contact with 

 

        10     you. 

 

        11               MS. TANNER:  And this was about 18 months after 

 

        12     you had been sent to prison that Robbin Carmichael showed up 

 

        13     at P -- 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  Showed up. 

 

        15               MS. TANNER:  -- CP? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  CP, uh-huh. 

 

        17               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  These guys from Winston-Salem 

 

        18     that had -- they were -- these guys who told you about this 

 

        19     or who talked with you, they were from Winston-Salem? 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  When you say they're from 

 

        22     Winston-Salem, was that their county of conviction? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        24               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because at CP they were, I guess at 
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         1     that time, maybe close to maybe a hundred of us from 

 

         2     Winston-Salem scattered out -- 

 

         3               MS. TANNER:  A hundred of you for -- 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- scattered all out the place. 

 

         5               MS. TANNER:  Did all hundred of them know that? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  Just a few that lived in the 

 

         7     neighborhood that actually know -- in east Winston, there's 

 

         8     about 25 of us from east Winston that, you know, know 

 

         9     each -- not what you say know each other, but we met each 

 

        10     other before in the streets.  And we hung out sometime; we 

 

        11     played pool or go out and play volleyball.  So other than 

 

        12     that, we stayed in different areas of prison. 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  You stayed in different areas 

 

        14     of the prison.  So on your unit where you lived were there 

 

        15     any guys from Winston-Salem that pointed out to you this is 

 

        16     the guy Robbin Carmichael or I know somebody that's been 

 

        17     convicted of a crime? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  Most the guys that pointed out 

 

        19     worked in the tag plant at that time. 

 

        20               MS. TANNER:  They worked in the tag plant -- 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  I stayed in -- 

 

        22               MS. TANNER:  -- at that time? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  I stayed in WRV building and 

 

        24     that's the guys worked specific jobs like the hospital -- 

 

        25               MS. TANNER:  Uh-huh. 
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  1  MR. WILLIAMS:  -- clerks or stuff like that. 

  2  MS. TANNER:  So where did the guys in the tag 

  3   plant live?  What unit did they live on? 

  4  MR. WILLIAMS:  They lived at -- well, CP has like 

  5   dorms down -- called down the tunnel down where death row 

  6   was at. 

  7  MS. TANNER:  Uh-huh. 

  8  MR. WILLIAMS:  There were a bunch of places down 

  9   there and most of them lived down there. 

 10  MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 11  MR. WILLIAMS:  But if you're in the WRV building, 

 12   you live past the hospital door.  Go into the last jail -- 

 13  MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 14  MR. WILLIAMS:  -- and it's like, I think, three or 

 15   four stories. 

 16  MS. TANNER:  So those guys that were convicted 

 17   from Winston-Salem who knew about Robbin Carmichael worked 

 18   at the -- 

 19  MR. WILLIAMS:  Tag plant. 

 20  MS. TANNER:  -- tag plant? 

 21  MR. WILLIAMS:  We all get together in the evenings 

 22   because we can go to the gym, play pool, work out on the 

 23   bags. 

 24  MS. TANNER:  So they were in regular population? 

 25  MR. WILLIAMS:  They were in regular population. 
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  1  MS. TANNER:  Right.  They weren't in lockdown -- 

  2  MR. WILLIAMS:  No, uh-uh. 

  3  MS. TANNER:  -- like Unit 1 or anything like that? 

  4  MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

  5  MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Do you remember the unit 

  6   number? 

  7  MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  Because all the unites have 

  8   changed now. 

  9  MS. TANNER:  Okay.  But none of them lived with 

 10   you -- 

 11  MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 12  MS. TANNER:  -- in your unit?  Okay. 

 13  MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I don't -- I looked last 

 14   night.  I tore my whole locker up looking for any kind of 

 15   notes I wrote and I couldn't find any.  I got frustrated. 

 16  MS. TANNER:  Sure. 

 17  MR. WILLIAMS:  I didn't even put nothing back in 

 18   the bag.  I had things still piled on my bed. 

 19  MS. TANNER:  That's okay. 

 20  MR. WILLIAMS:  I didn't even sleep in the bed last 

 21   night. 

 22  MS. TANNER:  Who pointed him out to you?  Who 

 23   pointed him out to you? 

 24  MR. WILLIAMS:  It's one of the homeboys, but I 

 25   can't remember his name.  His face I can remember, but his 
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         1     name I can't remember. 

 

         2               MS. TANNER:  Did he work at the tag plant? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah, he worked at the tag plant. 

 

         4               MS. TANNER:  And his county of conviction was 

 

         5     Winston-Salem? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  Winston in Forsyth County. 

 

         7               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Was he at CP the whole time 

 

         8     you were there? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  He came -- well, actually, 

 

        10     he after me, a little after me, like a couple of months 

 

        11     after me and they put him in tag plant. 

 

        12               MS. TANNER:  Is he about the same age as you? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  Oh, no. 

 

        14               MS. TANNER:  Younger -- 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  He was younger than me. 

 

        16               MS. TANNER:  Younger? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        18               MS. TANNER:  And how long did he stay at CP? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't know because I stayed at CP 

 

        20     for, I think, two and a half years. 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  Uh-huh. 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  And I don't know if -- if he stayed 

 

        23     in longer than that or not. 

 

        24               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        25               MS. MATOIAN:  So before Phoebe Zerwick, what 
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         1     details did you have about what Robbin Carmichael said he 

 

         2     did or his crime partner did? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  That he had robbed the house.  He 

 

         4     had things that he had taken out the house.  And he came 

 

         5     back and turned hisself in -- 

 

         6               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- for it.  And that was -- he flew 

 

         8     over the cuckoo's nest because he turned hisself in for it. 

 

         9               MS. MATOIAN:  Well, you turned -- 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  That was very shocking. 

 

        11               MS. MATOIAN:  -- yourself in for it. 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  Well, no, I mean, if you got 

 

        13     somebody convicted, completely convicted, I wouldn't come 

 

        14     back and turn myself in.  That was the strange part.  And 

 

        15     everybody saying, What happened?  Why he do that? 

 

        16               And then one of the guys said, Sometime it happens 

 

        17     like that.  He said, That was your blessing.  He said, 

 

        18     Because he's not crazy.  He just -- he did what was right. 

 

        19     He know he did it.  He turned hisself in. 

 

        20               And I couldn't see anything -- I wasn't going to 

 

        21     mess with him about it.  He's still young.  Cleaned up, 

 

        22     being respectful.  He got out -- he got out the system and 

 

        23     went to work.  So I'm actually proud of him in a way, you 

 

        24     know, because he did -- even though he did it, he got out 

 

        25     and now he's not doing stupid stuff. 
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         1               MS. MATOIAN:  How do you know that?  Are you in 

 

         2     contact with him? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  Nope.  But I know people in 

 

         4     Winston.  When I call -- I can always check on him when I 

 

         5     want to.  I don't though.  My first check when he did get 

 

         6     out is that he went to work.  And I think he was working at 

 

         7     a big name store.  Don't tell me.  I know it.  Oh, man. 

 

         8     Walmart. 

 

         9               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Who do you talk to in -- 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  Over there at Walmart. 

 

        11               MS. MATOIAN:  -- Winston-Salem right now? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  Nobody now. 

 

        13               MS. MATOIAN:  No.  Who were you calling when you 

 

        14     were checking on him? 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  I wasn't.  I had the old lady do 

 

        16     it.  She does most of the things.  I asked her to do it. 

 

        17               MS. MATOIAN:  Is that Suzanne? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        19               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  That's how I knew about him being 

 

        21     at that point working.  She said, I found some things where 

 

        22     she said he's at work someplace. 

 

        23               I said, Are you sure? 

 

        24               She say, He works. 

 

        25               I said, Okay.  Because she was up in arms trying 
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         1     to help me.  But I don't know -- I don't think our 

 

         2     relationship is going to last too much longer.  I think we 

 

         3     fixing to part our ways now. 

 

         4               MS. TANNER:  Who did she talk to to find that out? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't know.  She stays on a 

 

         6     computer all day long just about.  She's everywhere on the 

 

         7     computer. 

 

         8               MS. BOYER:  Just so you know, you've been in 

 

         9     prison since 1986.  Everybody does. 

 

        10               MS. MATOIAN:  Everybody is. 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  They are? 

 

        12               MS. BOYER:  Yeah. 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  So it's the lady that you are with 

 

        14     now -- 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        16               MS. TANNER:  -- that you are dating -- in a dating 

 

        17     relationship now, she is the one who is able to find out 

 

        18     what's going on with -- 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  Everything, yeah. 

 

        20               MS. TANNER:  -- Robbin Carmichael. 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  She can find him easily for me. 

 

        22               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  She -- 

 

        24               MS. TANNER:  Mr. Williams, did you ask her to find 

 

        25     out about Mr. Carmichael? 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  She's a busybody.  After she 

 

         2     found out what was going on, she just got to picking things 

 

         3     up, looking up stuff, asking questions. 

 

         4               MS. MATOIAN:  Do you know what else she's done? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I'm afraid -- I don't know 

 

         6     anything else she's done. 

 

         7               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Have you -- 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  But I know she have done a lot of 

 

         9     good things.  But -- oh, yeah.  I'm meant to tell y'all, 

 

        10     too.  I did find out the phone conversation that y'all 

 

        11     thought that we was talking about Raleigh, it actually was 

 

        12     talking about the Innocence Inquiry Commission.  Picking it 

 

        13     out.  I did know this, about four years ago after I came 

 

        14     back here, I met Suzanne and we was talking and we was 

 

        15     talking about possible chance of me getting out without the 

 

        16     committee.  I told her I wanted to get out and try to start 

 

        17     a business and try to do something I've never done because 

 

        18     everything I've done, I failed at. 

 

        19               And in Wilkes County there was some land that she 

 

        20     had knew and some places and people that she knew that would 

 

        21     help me get started once I get out.  She ran my whole 

 

        22     situation down to them. 

 

        23               And we had this one real estate agent.  And his 

 

        24     only concern was, if you're going to get out, can you get 

 

        25     out.  And she dropped the ball by telling him, Well, we pray 
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         1     that the Innocence Inquiry Commission can help him get out. 

 

         2     And when she said that, it was the wrong thing because in 

 

         3     his mind is that he'd call you all and ask when I'd get out, 

 

         4     if I'm going to get out.  And I told her to tell him to quit 

 

         5     digging in mess he got no business digging in.  And that's 

 

         6     where that came from. 

 

         7               MS. MATOIAN:  The conversations that Brian was 

 

         8     talking about -- 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        10               MS. MATOIAN:  -- yesterday?  Okay. 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because he's -- he's bent on 

 

        12     finding your name, your office number in Winston so he can 

 

        13     come visit you, and he's dead set on contacting y'all. 

 

        14               MS. BOYER:  That is (inaudible). 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  I mean he is -- he doesn't -- 

 

        16               MS. TANNER:  But why?  But why? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because his mind is that -- he 

 

        18     wants to help me, but his mind isn't -- he told me, he said, 

 

        19     I want to make sure that you have a chance of getting out. 

 

        20     He said, Because I am going to stand by and help you get 

 

        21     started.  But in his mind he has to know there is a possible 

 

        22     chance that I get out.  I keep telling him -- 

 

        23               MS. MATOIAN:  Why does he want to help you? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  Well, he -- I don't know if you 

 

        25     remember.  Years ago in Wilkes County there was a dairy that 
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  1   had a lot going on.  And the milk prices got somewhat 

  2   tampered with.  Milk went up, then it went down.  But the 

  3   milk went up.  And there was a large-scale investigation by 

  4   the federal government because it affected the whole country 

  5   of the -- because dairy was big. 

  6  Now, he was one executives in the company.  And 

  7   when the whole thing went on and the feds got into it, he 

  8   got hit and he had to go -- he had to give up that position. 

  9   He had to go into the federal halfway house.  And when I met 

 10   him, he didn't tell me, but when he came to visit me, he sat 

 11   me down.  We started talking about how he went through what 

 12   I'm going through now.  He said, I've been in prison, too. 

 13   He said, I've had to go to a halfway house and I started 

 14   back from scratch to get into the real estate business.  And 

 15   he said, If I can help you, I'm going to help you.  He said, 

 16   But you've got to make sure you're going to be out for me to 

 17   get with you and help you do this.  So that's where all that 

 18   started. 

 19  MS. MATOIAN:  I want to go back to Robbin 

 20   Carmichael. 

 21  MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 22  MS. MATOIAN:  So when he comes to prison, had you 

 23   ever seen him before? 

 24  MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 25  MS. MATOIAN:  Did you know him -- 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  In the streets? 

 

         2               MS. MATOIAN:  -- in Winston-Salem?  Yeah. 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

         4               MS. MATOIAN:  No. 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because I wouldn't -- he was young. 

 

         6     I couldn't be around him. 

 

         7               MS. MATOIAN:  And how old were you in 1985? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  29. 

 

         9               MS. MATOIAN:  29.  Were you hanging out with 

 

        10     anybody who was a teenager? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        12               MS. MATOIAN:  Early 20s? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        14               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  So did anybody from 

 

        15     Winston-Salem -- I know we talked about the DAs office.  I'm 

 

        16     talking about the police department, I'm talking about 

 

        17     anybody. 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        19               MS. MATOIAN:  Did anyone from Winston-Salem, other 

 

        20     than the guys you're in prison with, ever come to you and 

 

        21     tell you that somebody else had come forward about this 

 

        22     crime? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        24               MS. MATOIAN:  No one, not the police, nobody? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh. 

 

 

 

 

  



                                                                       142 

 

 

         1               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Tell me about Phoebe Zerwick. 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  Well, she did -- 2004 she came to 

 

         3     visit me and she talked about the first case with Arthur 

 

         4     Wilson.  Then she did a lot of things and now we talked and 

 

         5     everything.  And then she moved on to the Bryson case and 

 

         6     she asked me about did I know that he turned hisself in.  I 

 

         7     told her I just heard that.  She said that he did turn 

 

         8     hisself in for murder.  She said, I can't understand how 

 

         9     come you're doing time and he turned hisself in. 

 

        10               So she did a spread.  Before she left, she said, 

 

        11     I'm going to go ask to go visit him and actually talk to him 

 

        12     about it.  She left and went to him. 

 

        13               On the second visit, she came back.  She said, I 

 

        14     talked to him.  He said you're not his crime partner.  He 

 

        15     don't even know you, but he told me his crime partner's 

 

        16     name. 

 

        17               Now, she said that I have seen the guy and I know 

 

        18     who it is. 

 

        19               MS. MATOIAN:  Phoebe saw the guy? 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh.  She said, But the thing is 

 

        21     I cannot give you his name.  It's against the law for me to 

 

        22     give you his name.  She said that how she seen him at, she 

 

        23     went looking and she found him in jail locked up -- 

 

        24               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- on an armed robbery charge.  By 
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  1   law, she couldn't even go -- she said she can't even go to 

  2   (inaudible) with him.  Because being a reporter, you can't 

  3   do things like that. 

  4  MS. MATOIAN:  So she said that she talked to the 

  5   guy? 

  6  MR. WILLIAMS:  She talked to Robbin. 

  7  MS. MATOIAN:  Robbin.  She got the name from 

  8   Robbin Carmichael? 

  9  MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 10  MS. MATOIAN:  Came back to you and said I have his 

 11   name, but I can't tell you? 

 12  MR. WILLIAMS:  She can't tell me. 

 13  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  And then did she go talk to 

 14   the other guy? 

 15  MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  She didn't talk to him.  She 

 16   just informed me that she seen him -- 

 17  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 18  MR. WILLIAMS:  -- and everything in jail. 

 19  MS. MATOIAN:  She saw him -- 

 20  MR. WILLIAMS:  Saw him. 

 21  MS. MATOIAN:  -- she didn't talk about a 

 22   conversation? 

 23  MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  No conversation.  But she said 

 24   she couldn't give anything up.  I had asked her, Why you 

 25   can't take it to the DA? 
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  1  She said, No.  I'm bound by some type of things 

  2   with the newspaper.  She couldn't do anything.  So... 

  3  MS. MATOIAN:  So standing here today, do you know 

  4   the name of the guy that Robbin Carmichael said he committed 

  5   this crime with? 

  6  MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  At all.  I don't know.  I 

  7   tried to get her to even drop it on the floor like she 

  8   misplaced it so I could get it.  She's was like, I can't do 

  9   that either because I know you got it.  She said, I just 

 10   can't do it.  She said, If you lose -- for -- there's 

 11   something in the law with them that they can't give names or 

 12   get involved in stuff, so I had to let it go. 

 13  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 14  MS. TANNER:  Did you contact anybody with the 

 15   information that she had provided you besides us? 

 16  MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  Actually, I started -- after 

 17   the Commission had started, I was leary because a lot of 

 18   people heard about the Commission.  They -- they saying, 

 19   It's not going to work.  They saying, They're going to hang 

  20   you out to dry, too.  Said, they don't work but for the 

 21   State, so don't even write them. 

 22  It took me some time to actually start writing to 

 23   y'all.  I had wrote -- I did probably four questionnaire 

 24   before I decided to mail one in because I was actually 

 25   scared because every time I'd do, they'd say y'all were part 
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  1   of the court system and they don't write to you.  That's not 

  2   the write place to go because everything they'll get is 

  3   prepared for the DA.  And I didn't know anything until I had 

  4   got y'all parts of the law until a month and a half ago. 

  5   That's the first time I actually knew what you really did. 

  6  MS. MATOIAN:  Uh-huh. 

  7  MR. WILLIAMS:  Because I got the whole law that 

  8   was sent to me and I know what it is. 

  9  MS. MATOIAN:  Have you -- I just want to be clear. 

 10   I think you know now that we are an independent agency and 

 11   everything we get is not just what is prepared by the DA. 

 12   We get everything and anything that we can. 

 13  Have you -- other than us, have you ever applied 

 14   to any other agencies? 

 15  MR. WILLIAMS:  Before I applied to y'all, I 

 16   applied to that place in the -- what -- that's done by -- 

 17   that Duke -- (inaudible). 

 18  MS. MATOIAN:  The Wrongful Convictions Clinic at 

 19   Duke? 

 20  MR. WILLIAMS:  Some kind of innocent project in 

 21   Duke.  Chapel Hill or Duke.  But they was off base.  They 

 22   said, We don't have enough money to invest in such case as 

 23   yours and with such -- she had some words for that.  I wish 

 24   I had of brought that letter out, too, to you. 

 25  MS. TANNER:  Do you have that letter? 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes, I do. 

 

         2               MS. MATOIAN:  Can you send it to us? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  I'll mail it to you. 

 

         4               MS. MATOIAN:  Thank you. 

 

         5               MS. TANNER:  Yes.  And we'll make a copy and mail 

 

         6     it right back. 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  She said that -- she turned 

 

         8     it down because it was something that it was too old and 

 

         9     that they feel like they couldn't help me. 

 

        10               MS. TANNER:  What was her name? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  It's a female.  She be's -- she did 

 

        12     a lot of cases.  She be's on TV.  She be's in a spotlight 

 

        13     when she does her cases.  Oh, God.  In fact, she just did 

 

        14     some cases, the two brothers.  I -- that got out.  Mooms -- 

 

        15     Mooms.  I can't remember her name. 

 

        16               MS. TANNER:  It sounds like Mooms? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        18               MS. BOYER:  Is it -- 

 

        19               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        20               MS. BOYER:  Okay. 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  Yeah.  If we could get a copy of that 

 

        22     letter, that would be great. 

 

        23               MS. MATOIAN:  And -- but to your knowledge, no one 

 

        24     has investigated the way that we're investigating?  Like has 

 

        25     anyone come to talk to you in prison? 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  She said -- she -- the letter 

 

         2     said that the invest -- some of the investigators went over 

 

         3     the case; they see nothing.  And we don't have the time, 

 

         4     resource to look into it.  And, actually, I had -- after 

 

         5     that, I got down on it and I didn't do anything. 

 

         6               And I was kinda shoved into writing y'all.  I was 

 

         7     at Brown Creek.  One of the guys talked to me and I said, 

 

         8     No, I'm not doing it.  I came up here, I wanted to and I 

 

         9     went to another camp.  And when I got to that camp, 

 

        10     everybody -- when I got there most people knew me.  They 

 

        11     said, You need to get on the ball. 

 

        12               I said, For what?  It's not going to happen. 

 

        13               They said, You created a mess.  You need to go 

 

        14     ahead and straighten it out. 

 

        15               And I sat down for days writing just -- 

 

        16               MS. TANNER:  Yes. 

 

        17               MS. MATOIAN:  Do you know somebody named Darren 

 

        18     Johnson? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  Darren.  Darren, Darren, Darren. 

 

        20     No.  See, a lot of names, people -- when you ask names, in 

 

        21     here, people go by nicknames, so the actual name won't ever 

 

        22     pop up. 

 

        23               MS. BOYER:  Yeah. 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because my name won't ever pop up. 

 

        25     They call me "Old Man" or "Uncle Junior," so that's the only 
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  1   names I have. 

  2  MS. MATOIAN:  Uncle Junior. 

  3  MS. TANNER:  So now listen, did you do any kind of 

  4   research to try and figure out who that person was that 

  5   Phoebe Zerwick was talking about? 

  6  MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

  7  MS. TANNER:  Because now, we all know how prison 

  8   works, right?  You go from one camp to the other.  You can 

  9   talk to people.  You can find some things out. 

 10  MR. WILLIAMS:  Actually, from camp to camp, you 

 11   can hear.  I have people in here that's from Winston and we 

 12   talked about it and they know of Carmichael, but they 

 13   don't -- 

 14  MS. MATOIAN:  Not the other guy? 

 15  MR. WILLIAMS:  -- have any clues who -- 

 16  MS. TANNER:  Who the other guy is? 

 17  MR. WILLIAMS:  -- the other person was.  Yeah. 

 18  MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 19  MR. WILLIAMS:  In fact, I seen a couple came -- 

 20   coming up here, when they see me come in, they -- one person 

 21   had come close and they were looking in that corner over 

 22   there, well -- 

 23  MS. MATOIAN:  Was that yesterday? 

 24  MR. WILLIAMS:  No, this morning.  And somebody -- 

 25  MS. MATOIAN:  Oh. 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- said, I'm going to -- 

 

         2               MS. MATOIAN:  I saw some doing it -- 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- look, see who come here. 

 

         4               MS. MATOIAN:  -- yesterday. 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yesterday.  Yeah, they was up here 

 

         6     yesterday peeping, just peeping. 

 

         7               MS. BOYER:  I think that was like an actual like 

 

         8     good behavior field trip of just getting to walk past us. 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Y'all couldn't see it, but 

 

        10     (inaudible) up there yesterday, y'all -- y'all were like on 

 

        11     the camera up there.  You can't see when you're sitting 

 

        12     right there, but all the superintendents was up in there. 

 

        13     The superintendent was looking at y'all while y'all sitting 

 

        14     there talking. 

 

        15               MS. BOYER:  That's because they're from Raleigh. 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  When I got -- so when I got out, 

 

        17     the superintendent was out there and he just looked.  And I 

 

        18     didn't know what he was looking for.  He started looking at 

 

        19     me and I walked on past him.  He said, Williams, you all 

 

        20     right? 

 

        21               I said, Yeah. 

 

        22               He said, Well, how did -- 

 

        23               MS. MATOIAN:  Little tired. 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  He said, How did it go? 

 

        25               I said, I don't know. 
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  1  He said, Well, I hope you get out.  He said, Who 

  2   are those people anyway? 

  3  MS. BOYER:  Well, like he's never seen a female 

  4   before. 

  5  MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  He don't know -- 

  6  MS. MATOIAN:  All right.  Mr. Williams, did you 

  7   have any involvement in the murder of Blanche Bryson? 

  8  MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

  9  MS. MATOIAN:  Did Sammy Mitchell? 

 10  MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 11  MS. MATOIAN:  Did Terry Smith? 

 12  MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 13  MS. MATOIAN:  Did Gadget, Anthony Venson? 

 14  MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 15  MS. MATOIAN:  The Anthony you know? 

 16  MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 17  MS. MATOIAN:  The Gadget you know? 

 18  MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 19  MS. MATOIAN:  Did Lester Davis? 

 20  MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 21  MS. MATOIAN:  Did George Thompson? 

 22  MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 23  MS. MATOIAN:  Did Thomas Thompson? 

 24  MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 25  MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  Did you do this crime with 
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         1     Robbin Carmichael? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I didn't even know him.  I 

 

         3     still don't know him.  As far as knowing, I know him when I 

 

         4     see him, but know him personally, no. 

 

         5               MS. MATOIAN:  Do you and Mr. Carmichael have an 

 

         6     agreement where he comes forward and puts himself in the 

 

         7     murder -- 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

         9               MS. MATOIAN:  -- and you get out and go free? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        11               MS. MATOIAN:  There's no agreement between the two 

 

        12     of you about what he's going to say and what you're going to 

 

        13     say? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I don't know what that man 

 

        15     might say.  He might throw me up under the bus, you know.  I 

 

        16     don't know what he might say.  The only thing I can know 

 

        17     what he told is Zerwick, and that was it. 

 

        18               MS. MATOIAN:  Did Mr. Carmichael ever ask you to 

 

        19     talk to a lawyer for him? 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh. 

 

        21               MS. MATOIAN:  No.  Okay. 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh. 

 

        23               MS. MATOIAN:  You go ahead.  I'm going to go to 

 

        24     the bathroom. 

 

        25               MS. TANNER:  Yeah.  I'm going to go back to 
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  1   Exhibit 56 really quick.  And this is -- we've talked about 

  2   it, but when did you -- when did you make that writing? 

  3   Like when did you write it? 

  4  MR. WILLIAMS:  God, I don't know. 

  5  MS. TANNER:  Now, let's -- let's go back, step 

  6   back from like actual dates and times.  Where were you when 

  7   you made that writing?  Were you in jail?  Were you in 

  8   prison?  Like where were you located?  Were you at the 

  9   police station? 

 10  MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 11  MS. TANNER:  Sorry. 

 12  MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't know where I was at when I 

 13   wrote this. 

 14  MS. TANNER:  Okay.  What does that paper look 

 15   like?  Like taking aside the writing out -- outside of it, 

 16   that form, have you ever seen a form like that anywhere else 

 17   before? 

 18  MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 19  MS. TANNER:  Okay.  When was the last time you saw 

 20   that document besides just now? 

 21  MR. WILLIAMS:  I can't remember the last time I 

 22   seen this document. 

 23  MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Where were you the last time 

 24   you saw that document? 

 25  MR. WILLIAMS:  I think I was in jail.  I'm not 
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         1     sure. 

 

         2               MS. TANNER:  In jail? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         4               MS. TANNER:  Does that piece -- 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  I'm not sure. 

 

         6               MS. TANNER:  -- of paper, the form itself, look 

 

         7     like a piece of paper you could get at the jail? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  It look like something like -- you 

 

         9     know, just some page numbers.  I couldn't -- 

 

        10               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  I don't want you to guess, but 

 

        11     I was just trying to see if we could figure out where that 

 

        12     paper come -- came from. 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  You see these down here? 

 

        14               MS. TANNER:  You're pointing to the pictures? 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        16               MS. TANNER:  Like the drawings.  Sure. 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  I know that's my drawing, but that 

 

        18     says "Wall." 

 

        19               MS. TANNER:  Uh-huh. 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  And I supposed it's been something 

 

        21     like the envelope. 

 

        22               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  So I would know I would draw on 

 

        24     this and have this on it. 

 

        25               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Okay. 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  So I had to -- that had to be in my 

 

         2     possession while I was in jail or something. 

 

         3               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  I really want to make sure I'm 

 

         4     clarifying with you because we've talked a little bit about 

 

         5     like things on the reports that you don't remember telling 

 

         6     police.  And we understand that your position is that none 

 

         7     of this was accurate in the Blanche Bryson case.  But I'm 

 

         8     interested in what are the facts that you independently told 

 

         9     police versus what are the facts that you're saying police 

 

        10     suggested to you?  Do you understand the difference? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        12               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  So let's start with the first 

 

        13     part.  What are the facts that you independently came up 

 

        14     with to tell police about Blanche Bryson? 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  Things I have heard, I used that 

 

        16     because they were facts. 

 

        17               MS. TANNER:  Sure, I understand.  My question is 

 

        18     what were those things? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  The thing about the car.  The thing 

 

        20     about overhearing she was coming home from a party.  And 

 

        21     that -- some of the reports of how she had been robbed. 

 

        22     Stuff like that.  Those are things that I had know a fact 

 

        23     because those things I heard from the radio and what I've 

 

        24     seen in newspapers and various things like around the 

 

        25     neighborhood -- 
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         1               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- and I used that. 

 

         3               MS. TANNER:  How about the names that you put in, 

 

         4     were those names, any of them at any point, ever suggested 

 

         5     to you by the police? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  The only name was -- it's not 

 

         7     (inaudible), it's like -- you probably know the other person 

 

         8     that was in that had to be Sammy Mitchell.  And when he said 

 

         9     that, then I started using his name. 

 

        10               MS. TANNER:  Who said that? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  One of the detectives.  I can't 

 

        12     remember his name. 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Did you put Sammy Mitchell's 

 

        14     name in it before a detective used his name in the Blanche 

 

        15     Bryson murder? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  Because we talked about so 

 

        17     much before we actually start going out and riding around we 

 

        18     started talking about it. 

 

        19               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  And went on it and put him in that. 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  I know we've been here for two 

 

        22     days.  So in preparation for yesterday, did you do anything? 

 

        23     So did you review any documents before you came to talk to 

 

        24     us yesterday? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 
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         1               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  How about today, did you -- 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

         3               MS. TANNER:  -- review any documents?  Okay. 

 

         4               Did you have any conversations with anybody before 

 

         5     you came to talk to us -- 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

         7               MS. TANNER:  -- yesterday? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I didn't want to talk to 

 

         9     nobody.  I wanted them to leave me alone.  Most of them are 

 

        10     scared of me anyway because I came in looking mad. 

 

        11               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  They said, What's wrong with you? 

 

        13               I said, I'm tired. 

 

        14               MS. TANNER:  Did you -- 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  Everybody wanted to know what was 

 

        16     going on. 

 

        17               MS. TANNER:  Sure.  Did you do anything else to 

 

        18     get ready for us to come talk to you yesterday or today? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        20               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  When we were talking about 

 

        21     Lieutenant and how you had this one story with Mitchell, 

 

        22     et al., and then this other story with Lieutenant, you said 

 

        23     that one of the reasons you backed off that first story is 

 

        24     because there was a female PI and they kind of figured out 

 

        25     that didn't -- wasn't right. 
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  1  MR. WILLIAMS:  Right. 

  2  MS. TANNER:  Why did that cause you though to 

  3   change your story with the police? 

  4  MR. WILLIAMS:  They weren't believing it.  And 

  5   they always said, Well, something just ain't right about 

  6   this. 

  7  MS. TANNER:  Who wasn't believing it? 

  8  MR. WILLIAMS:  The police department.  They wasn't 

  9   believing that.  The detectives, they weren't believing it. 

 10  MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 11  MR. WILLIAMS:  They knew something just wasn't 

 12   right. 

 13  MS. TANNER:  Okay.  So we looked at these drawings 

 14   and I know you said that these were not yours.  But -- and 

 15   Exhibit 63 was not yours.  So I'm going to show you 

 16   Exhibit 63 again.  And what you said about that was you 

 17   would have just drawn the houses? 

 18  MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 19  MS. TANNER:  What do these stars represent to you? 

 20  MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't know. 

 21  MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 22  MR. WILLIAMS:  The way -- they got them fixed so 

 23   far apart.  I don't know if they're signifying houses. 

 24   Because you can see here, it's the same thing. 

 25  MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Okay.  When you said you would 
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         1     have just drawn the houses, what did you mean? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  If I was going to do it, I would 

 

         3     have probably just draw a square like that. 

 

         4               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Like you pointed to in 

 

         5     Exhibit 62? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

         7               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Okay.  Do you have anything to 

 

         8     else? 

 

         9               MS. MATOIAN:  No. 

 

        10               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Mr. Williams, this case is 

 

        11     going to be heard by the Commission -- 

 

        12               MS. MATOIAN:  Both cases. 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  Both cases.  I'm sorry.  The Bryson 

 

        14     case and the Arthur Wilson case are going to be heard by the 

 

        15     Commissioners at a hearing June 4th through 7th, okay.  So 

 

        16     it's -- it's very different -- and I know Ms. -- Ms. Boyer 

 

        17     will talk to you as far as advising you, but our hearings 

 

        18     are very different than trials, okay.  You are not entitled 

 

        19     to sit through the entire hearing. 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  We may and likely will call you as a 

 

        22     witness.  We arrange that with the prison.  We get an order. 

 

        23     That is -- we deal with that.  Okay. 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        25               MS. TANNER:  So we'll have you there at a specific 
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  1   time to testify.  You are under oath.  Okay.  The hearings 

  2   are run by a superior court judge, but they are in a 

  3   boardroom.  So it's like a room and everybody is sitting 

  4   around a table, okay.  There are eight Commissioners, okay. 

  5   Our Commissioners are from every single area of the criminal 

  6   justice system. 

  7  You will be asked questions by the Executive 

  8   Director, who is my boss, okay.  Mine and Catee's boss.  She 

  9   presents the evidence.  But then every one of those 

 10   Commissioners is allowed to ask you a question.  Similarly 

 11   to how we are here today and you have signed a waiver and 

 12   said you're going to answer all the questions, that -- that 

 13   is how the hearing works, okay. 

 14  MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 15  MS. TANNER:  At the end of the hearing, what the 

 16   Commissioners will vote on is whether there is sufficient 

 17   evidence of innocence to merit judicial review, okay.  That 

 18   is not a decision that you are innocent.  It is a decision 

 19   that you merit judicial review, okay.  At that -- if the 

 20   decision is made that that is the case, you will then move 

 21   forward to a three-judge panel.  And Catee and I, we start 

 22   to look like you because we then become witnesses, okay.  We 

 23   do not control the three-judge panel at the Commission.  We 

 24   simply turn over what we have found.  And then the attorney 

 25   that is assigned to you or if you choose a different 
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         1     attorney and the State, they are at the three-judge panel, 

 

         2     okay.  But we produce our information evenly to the parties. 

 

         3     We are neutral.  We do not get involved in any adversarial 

 

         4     part of the process, okay. 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         6               MS. TANNER:  I can't tell you when that would be 

 

         7     scheduled.  I can only tell you that the Commission hearing 

 

         8     is scheduled June 4th through 7th. 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  4th through 7th. 

 

        10               MS. TANNER:  So it is coming -- coming up, okay. 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  All right. 

 

        12               MS. TANNER:  The Commission's investigations are 

 

        13     confidential, as I know you've heard, even from you.  We are 

 

        14     providing confidential updates to your attorney.  So that is 

 

        15     the -- the place that we are at right now. 

 

        16               And then -- hold on.  There's one more thing I 

 

        17     need to talk to you about.  Yes. 

 

        18               In your case though, I will tell you because you 

 

        19     need to know that this is coming, there is someone who is 

 

        20     going to evaluate you, okay.  Because, Mr. Williams, 

 

        21     frankly, there is a question here.  You have implicated 

 

        22     yourself in multiple crimes -- 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        24               MS. TANNER:  -- by some of these statements.  And 

 

        25     so we have some questions about that.  She will come by 
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         1     herself.  Her name is Dr. Kelley, okay.  We will not be 

 

         2     here, okay.  She is not a lawyer, okay.  Like she's not -- 

 

         3     she's -- she's here clinically to do that, okay. 

 

         4               The Commission does not seek any particular 

 

         5     opinion from an expert.  We just seek to understand better. 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

         7               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         8               MS. MATOIAN:  Even if that opinion is that she has 

 

         9     no opinion. 

 

        10               MS. TANNER:  Right. 

 

        11               MS. BOYER:  And -- and the reason I won't be here, 

 

        12     even as your attorney, is that whenever you're meeting with 

 

        13     someone like that that's, you know, doing the evaluation, 

 

        14     having me there may just interfere. 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        16               MS. BOYER:  You will be more comfortable just with 

 

        17     her going through the questions and things like that.  Does 

 

        18     that make sense? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        20               MS. BOYER:  So as much as I like sitting here for 

 

        21     many days -- this is the strangest thing I've ever done as a 

 

        22     lawyer.  I'm just going to tell you that. 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  You don't be doing all the 

 

        24     questions. 

 

        25               MS. BOYER:  I've never been this damn quiet.  But, 
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         1     no, so -- so since she's going to do an evaluation during 

 

         2     that, it's not appropriate for me to be there.  Because 

 

         3     although, depending on what her opinion is, I would at some 

 

         4     point may possibly be able to call her as a witness -- 

 

         5               MS. TANNER:  Right. 

 

         6               MS. BOYER:  -- and that's where the issue is, is 

 

         7     if she's doing an evaluation of you and I am present, 

 

         8     technically I'm a witness, and that just throws that whole 

 

         9     lawyer thing out the window. 

 

        10               MS. MATOIAN:  Right. 

 

        11               MS. TANNER:  Right. 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  So where will this hearing be at? 

 

        13               MS. BOYER:  In Raleigh. 

 

        14               MS. TANNER:  The hearing is in Raleigh. 

 

        15               MS. BOYER:  I will be present for the whole thing. 

 

        16               MS. TANNER:  Yes. 

 

        17               MS. BOYER:  And I will be quiet for four days of 

 

        18     it. 

 

        19               MS. TANNER:  Yes. 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  You can't say nothing? 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  No.  So it is very -- 

 

        22               MS. BOYER:  I don't get to say anything. 

 

        23               MS. TANNER:  -- it is just not adversarial as a 

 

        24     process, okay.  It's just a very different process. 

 

        25               MS. MATOIAN:  And we present everything. 
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  1  MS. TANNER:  All the things. 

  2  MS. MATOIAN:  We always say good, bad, ugly, 

  3   whatever.  Whatever we have found gets presented to the 

  4   Commissioners and they get to make that decision. 

  5  MS. TANNER:  And that -- Catee brings up a good 

  6   point with that.  Just so you know, as staff, that's who we 

  7   are, we do not draw any opinions for the Commissioners about 

  8   whether someone is guilty or innocent.  We don't even draw 

  9   conclusions about the evidence.  We just present it, okay. 

 10   And that is their job to draw the conclusions.  So the panel 

 11   is a superior court judge, a defense attorney, a prosecuting 

 12   attorney, a sheriff.  We have discretionary members who are 

 13   defense attorneys. 

 14  MS. MATOIAN:  Uh-huh.  We've got a victim's rights 

 15   advocate and some public members. 

 16  MS. TANNER:  And some public members who can't be 

 17   attorneys. 

 18  MS. MATOIAN:  Right. 

 19  MS. TANNER:  So it is a very variety panel. 

 20  MS. BOYER:  And as to your concern about Mr. Grace 

 21   being on the Commission, because of his relationship with 

 22   Mr. Tisdale, he will not be a part of any hearing at this 

 23   point that would relate to your case. 

 24  MR. WILLIAMS:  Okay. 

 25  MS. TANNER:  Do you know about Mr. Grace 
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         1     independently? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  I had already knew that he -- he 

 

         3     was in the same office, they were working together. 

 

         4               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  And so I knew that.  I had told -- 

 

         6               MS. BOYER:  Well, apparently they had discussed it 

 

         7     with Ms. Melton. 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         9               MS. BOYER:  And so -- so I had -- 

 

        10               MS. MATOIAN:  You had expressed a concern to 

 

        11     Ms. Melton -- 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh.  Yeah.  Because -- 

 

        13               MS. MATOIAN:  -- when she -- you -- 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- I had already knew, yeah. 

 

        15               MS. MATOIAN:  -- signed a waiver and she passed 

 

        16     that on to me.  So that was helpful, yes. 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Okay. 

 

        18               MS. BOYER:  I was not aware of that conversation, 

 

        19     though when we were having it -- 

 

        20               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        21               MS. BOYER:  -- this morning, she did say we've 

 

        22     already had this conversation. 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  All right. 

 

        24               MS. MATOIAN:  I'm sorry.  I -- 

 

        25               MS. BOYER:  Oh, no.  So -- so when we were talking 
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         1     about the whole process and you said something a little bit 

 

         2     ago about everything that you've tried you failed at.  Well, 

 

         3     and that's -- that's probably a bit of your depression.  And 

 

         4     I want you to keep seeing your doctor and keep taking your 

 

         5     medication because that's going to be very important.  This 

 

         6     is not easy.  When you said that kind of felt a little beat 

 

         7     up yesterday, oh, yeah.  I'd never want to be drilled by 

 

         8     three lawyers.  I'm just telling you that right now.  I was 

 

         9     put on the stand once as a witness and I wasn't even a bad 

 

        10     witness, okay.  I just happened to, you know, provide some 

 

        11     information. 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        13               MS. BOYER:  And I never want to do that again. 

 

        14     But what it is is that, you know, here you have -- you've 

 

        15     written a letter.  It has been accepted for an inquiry; it's 

 

        16     gone through a formal inquiry and you were given a hearing. 

 

        17     And so -- so as an attorney, I will never guarantee a result 

 

        18     in anything.  I'm just going to tell you that.  I've been on 

 

        19     juries, like, oh, this is not happening.  So -- but what I 

 

        20     can guarantee you is that I will continue to work with you 

 

        21     through this process.  And so it's all spelled out in that 

 

        22     statute how they do it and everything else.  So I will come 

 

        23     see you in a couple of weeks and we're going to sit down and 

 

        24     just kind of talk about what the hearing process is.  But 

 

        25     you know how all three of them were asking you questions? 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         2               MS. BOYER:  Yeah.  Those are kind of legitimate 

 

         3     questions even though they're rough. 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  No, I know.  I understand that. 

 

         5               MS. BOYER:  Oh, yeah.  They are rough questions, 

 

         6     but -- 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  Can you write that date on that for 

 

         8     me when the next -- I'll go down.  I guess I'll go back. 

 

         9               MS. MATOIAN:  And I'll -- 

 

        10               MS. TANNER:  We will -- 

 

        11               MS. MATOIAN:  I'll copy this letter and send it 

 

        12     back to you just as soon as possible. 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  And I'll send that other letter -- 

 

        14               MS. MATOIAN:  Yes, please. 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- to you. 

 

        16               MS. TANNER:  You do not need to be concerned about 

 

        17     arrangements for that. 

 

        18               MS. MATOIAN:  Right. 

 

        19               MS. TANNER:  We will -- we take the role of filing 

 

        20     any orders we need and communicating with DPS.  They know -- 

 

        21               MS. BOYER:  You don't have to call them. 

 

        22               MS. TANNER:  -- exactly how this works out. 

 

        23               MS. MATOIAN:  Right. 

 

        24               MS. TANNER:  So we get that all kind of arranged. 

 

        25     Okay. 

 

 

 

 

  



                                                                       167 

 

 

         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         2               MS. BOYER:  Can you read my handwriting? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         4               MS. BOYER:  Okay.  Well, you have to ask. 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  So I'd have to go -- I'll have to 

 

         6     be transferred to another unit or do I come straight in? 

 

         7               MS. TANNER:  That is -- well, the one thing we 

 

         8     can't control is the decision of DPS as to how to transport 

 

         9     you. 

 

        10               MS. MATOIAN:  I don't believe it's -- 

 

        11               MS. TANNER:  I don't believe it's possible for you 

 

        12     to be transported the same day, but that is completely 

 

        13     within their discretion. 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  It's in their discretion how 

 

        15     to do it. 

 

        16               MS. TANNER:  And so I can tell you that, you know, 

 

        17     I just don't know how that would be, but it's completely in 

 

        18     their discretion how to do that.  And they don't even share 

 

        19     that with us, because as I'm sure you're aware, that is a 

 

        20     safety and security concern. 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah, they don't. 

 

        22               MS. TANNER:  Yep. 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  They don't share it with nobody. 

 

        24               MS. BOYER:  Oh, no, no.  Well, because you always 

 

        25     get that one crazy person that knows that one crazy baby 
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  1   mama somewhere so -- 

  2  MS. MATOIAN:  Right. 

  3  MS. TANNER:  Yeah.  So they've got to be careful 

  4   with that.  But do you have any questions for us about the 

  5   process itself? 

  6  MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

  7  MS. TANNER:  We can't give you legal advice, but I 

  8   can answer questions about the process. 

  9  MR. WILLIAMS:  I'm probably more nervous than 

 10   anything. 

 11  MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 12  MS. MATOIAN:  All they're going to ask of you 

 13   there is all that we've asked of you in the past few days, 

 14   which is that you answer things as fully and truthfully as 

 15   you can. 

 16  MR. WILLIAMS:  As I can. 

 17  MS. MATOIAN:  Uh-huh. 

 18  MS. BOYER:  Even if you don't remember 

 19   something -- 

 20  MS. MATOIAN:  Right. 

 21  MS. BOYER:  -- it's always better to say you don't 

 22   recall than try to -- because your brain will try to fill in 

 23   holes.  I mean that's why eyewitness identification is so 

 24   flawed is because your brains sees something over here and 

 25   it tries to fill in holes.  So if you don't recall, just say 
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         1     you don't recall. 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  All right. 

 

         3               MS. BOYER:  Because it's been a while. 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

         5               MS. BOYER:  And every one of those Commissioners 

 

         6     is also going to know that 1986 was a while ago. 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yep.  It's hard to remember them 

 

         8     things.  I'm getting to learning now about how the smart 

 

         9     phones work. 

 

        10               MS. BOYER:  How a smart phone? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  They have a -- like a printout -- 

 

        12               MS. BOYER:  That's okay.  My mom is still -- 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- to show you how to do it.  I 

 

        14     have never -- I never used a regular cell phone, so it don't 

 

        15     bother me. 

 

        16               MS. BOYER:  Well, my cell phone was 1993 and it 

 

        17     was one of those huge bag phones that plugged into a car. 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        19               MS. BOYER:  That's because I had a car that 

 

        20     (inaudible), so -- and they got smaller and then they got 

 

        21     bigger and so, yeah.  How are you feeling? 

 

        22               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        23               MS. TANNER:  All right.  You know, we do need to 

 

        24     ask that wrap up question.  Is there anything else about the 

 

        25     Bryson murder that we have not asked you that you believe 
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         1     that you need to tell us about? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

         3               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Not that I can remember. 

 

         5               MS. TANNER:  Do you understand, sir -- I'm just 

 

         6     curious.  Do you understand what the end result could be if 

 

         7     you were successful at the three-judge panel? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  Getting out. 

 

         9               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Do you understand if there's 

 

        10     any other benefit to that? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  Getting out is my biggest 

 

        12     benefit. 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Do you know about any other 

 

        14     benefit at all? 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  (No verbal response.) 

 

        16               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Okay. 

 

        17               (End of the recording.) 

 

        18 

 

        19 

 

        20 

 

        21 

 

        22 

 

        23 

 

        24 

 

        25 
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         1 

 

         2                      CERTIFICATION OF TRANSCRIPT 

 

         3 

 

         4          This is to certify that the 171 pages of this 

 

         5     transcript of the recorded interview of Merritt Williams 

 

         6     Drayton was taken on April 11, 2019, is a true and accurate 

 

         7     transcript to the best of my ability. 

 

         8          I further certify that I am not counsel for nor related 

 

         9     to any party or attorney, nor am I interested in the results 

 

        10     of this action. 

 

        11          This the 23rd day of April 2019. 

 

        12 

 

        13 

         
        14                                   ________________________ 

                                             DONNA ROWE 
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27 On 04-24-86 Det. R. A. Spillitian and Det. R, N. Weavil picked Anthony Q.

Venson and transported him to the Detective Division. The voriter "was contacted

ty radio to cone to that location. Upon arrival, an interview was being conducted

with Anthor^ Venson by Det. SpiUman and Det. Weavil. The writer received the

Rights Waiver fron Det. Spillman and Det. Wfeavil, which indicated that tothony

Venson waived his constitutional rights and was willihg to talk to them about the

Blanche Bryson homicide. !Di addition, a personal history report was received

frcm both detectives that contained information about Anthony Venson, The interview

conducted began at 1330 hours. At approximately 1430 hours Det. Weavil and Det.

^iliman indicated that Anthony Venson informed them that he did not have ary knowledge

concerning the homicide on Gilmer Av^ue, To exclude himself as a suspect,

agreed to take a polygraph examination that was administered to him ty Det.

B. M. Owens at 1454 haors. The examination was cQncluded at 1700 hours and Det.

B. M. Owens advised the writer that it appeared that Anthony Venson was truthful

in indicating that he did not have any knowledge or involvanent in the hanicide

that occurred on Gilmer Avenue. Ihe writer talked very briefly to Anthony Venson

and he left the Detective Division.

If any further information is needed from Anthoiny Q. Venson, he can be reached at

725-7199 or at the r^idenoe located at 1050 i^t. E, Cleveland Avenue.
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POUCE DEPARTMENT Supplement Report
3. COMPLAINANT / VICTIM

BRYSON. BTANCHE

S. OFFENSE OR INCIDENT

Homicide
4. COMPLAINANTS ADDRESS

9705 Gilmer Avenue

a DATE OF ORIGINAL INaOENT

12-11-85
7. VALUE AND

nEMNOw

TTPE OF PROPERTY STOLEN OH RECOVERED

27

B. MULTIPLE CLEAR-UP
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9. PAGE NO.
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On 07-30-87. Merrltt Drayton was tried for this homicide. At approximately 1800,

cn I
03 %

tni
ils. -•

the jury came back with a verdict of guilty of first degree murder.

On 07-31-87, Merritt Drayton stopped the writer in the courtroom and stated to the

writer that he would like to talk with me in the presence of his attorney, Kevin

Mauney and Charles Redding.

On 07-31-87 at approximately 1715, the writer met with Merritt Drayton, Charles

Redding and Kevin Mauney.

During Merritt Drayton*s sentencing hearing, he stated while under oath, that a

subject by the name of George Thompson was with him when Blanche Bryson was killed

on 12-11-85.

During the interview of Merritt Drayton, he again stated that George Thompson was

with him on the night that Blanche Bryson was killed. Merritt Drayton described

George Thompson as a black male approximately 5*10" tall, with long hair, dark

skin, big eyes and a beard and mustache, George Thompson also has alias of George

Williams and George Smith.

Drayton stated that he and George Thompson broke into Ms. Bryson*s house to obtain

anything of value. According to Drayton, George Thompson owed money to Barry

Whittington. Thompson*s intentions on 12-11-85 were to get property and attempt to

sell it or to obtain money which he would pay to Barry Whittington.
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4. COMPLAINANTS ADORES?

2705 Aveniie
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5. OFFENSE OR INQOENT

Homicide
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12-11-85
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ITEM NO. 27

The writer asked Merritt Drayton who transported him and Thompson to Ms. Bryson's

house. Drayton stated that they walked to the Bryson house.

The writer then asked Drayton what he was planning to do with the television which

had been moved from the den into the hallway. Drayton stated that he did not know

what Thompson was" planning to do with the t.v.

At this point, the writer advised Drayton that someone had to have a car in the

area hecanse he was planning on removing the t.v.

Drayton then advised the writer that Mattie Mae Davis' brother-in-law, Thomas

Thompson, had transported him and George Thompson to Gllmer Avenue. At this point,

Drayton. stated that Thompson drove a Bulck Electra 225. The writer asked Drayton

what each person did when they arrived on Gllmer. Drayton stated to the writer

that George Thompson and himself went Into the back of Mrs. Bryson's house. The

writer asked Drayton what Thomas Thompson did. Before Drayton could answer the

writer's question, his attorney Kevin Mauney Interrupted. Mr. Mauney advised

Drayton to think about talking with the writer over the weekend before he made any

further statements. At this point, the Interview was terminated.
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EXHIBIT
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Supplement Report
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ITEM NO.

27
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Hctnicide
6. DATE OP ORIGINAL INCIDENT

12-10-85
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On 047I8-86 the writer was cjontacted by Lieutenant L, A. StoaJd-ey at 1630 hours.

Lieutenant Stoakley stated that Merritt Draytcai had requested scmaone to, cote

R
z

Ul

CO
•4

siCk
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by the jail to see him. On the request, the writer went to.the Forsyth County

Jail at 1645 hours and ^ke briefly to Merritt Drayton. Drayton related to the

writer that he had some infontation concerning two hcsnicides that he needed to talk

to scmeboc^ about. The two hanicides he was maJcing reference to was the

Witherspoon hctnicide and the hctnicide that occurred on Gilmer Avenue. Before talkii^

any further to Merritt Drayton, the writer went back to the Public Safety Building

and talked to Lt. L. A. Stoakley and Captain G. G. Comatzer and advised of

the request Merritt Drayton was making. The writer, along with Det. J. K. Dom,

was advised to go back to the Forsyth Coimty Jail and pick up Merritt Drayton, as

he requested, and talk to him further about these two hcmicides. As requested.

Merritt Drayton was picked at the Forsyth County Jail and transported back to

the Public Safety Building, vdiere he was interviewed rpon his request.

At the Public Safety Building, the intervia? with Merritt Drayton began at 1735

hours. Present during the interview was Det. j. K. Dom, Det. T. A. Freeland and

observing frcsn another room was Lt. L. A. Stoakley. Even though this interview was

initiated hy Merritt Drayton and because of the fact that he was in custo(^, he was

advised of his constitutional rights prior to talking about these two hanicides.

See the attached Rights Waiver signed by Merritt Drayton and witnessed ty Det.

T. A. Freeland and Det. J. K. Dom, dated 04-18-86, time 1735 hours.
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The interview with Merritt Drayton focused on the honicide that occurred on
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Gilm^ Avenue. Merritt Drayton stated that he attended a meeting at Iterry
Smith's -house on Dunleith Avenue, The exact date he could not rsreinber.

He stated present at that,meeting was himself, Samrry Mitchell, Terry Smith, and a

subject by the name of Gadgett. The purpose of the mseting was to discuss hits
cm people and breaJcing and enterings. In the meeting Terry anith was

"tbose that were present at the meeting to break into a house and get Hrtno papfyra
him. A few days after the meeting Iferritt Drayton stated that himself, along with
Terry Snith, Sammy Mitchell and Gadgett went to a house on Gilmp-r Avenije. The house

that Merritt Drayton is referring to was pointed out by him to Pet. T. A. Freeland

and Pet. J. K. Pom on the night of this interview. Meanritt Draytcm went cm to say
that on -me night that they broke into the house on Gilnifyr avattup th^ .were
transported .to that location by Terry Smith in his black ^fercedes, ^diich had

windows. He stated that Terry Smith parked up the street frcm the residence.
agproximately 4 hous^ £rcm the house they broke into. Merritt Drayton stated that
hrmself, Terry anith and Sammy Mitchell walked to the front of the residence

vfeLle Gadgett went to the side of the house. While standing behind Terry and Sanny
Mitchell, Merritt Drayton stated he did not actually see how. Terry Smith was able
to cpen the door, but he did state that they did not have to force the door open.
When asked specifically if he could remer±)er any other cars or vehicles being in
the neighborhood, Merritt Drayton stated that he did observe a truck parked next
door to the residence th^ had went into. When Drayton pointed out the house they
had broken into on this night to Pet. Pom and Pet. T. A. Freeland, he pointed to
the second house fran the corner^

After obtaining entry into the residence.

Draytcm stated that hunself, along .with Terry Smith, went to a bedrocni that was
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27 the front of the residence just outside the living rocsn area. He stated that

himself,, along with Terry Smith, was searching through sane -drawers, \inder

mattresses, through boxes^ looking for anything of value, beca-use he indicated that

the lady's residence they had broken into had owed Terry Smith sane itoney.

While they were conducting a search in that front bedroom, he went on to s^ that

Gadgett and Saxtiry Mitchell, were in the living roan, searching. Merritt Drayton

stated that vhile searching that residence a car drove up in the driveway and he

indicated that it sounded like rocks or the car was running over sane gravel. When

specifically asked if he could remember the time that this occurred, he indicated

that it had to be between 1830 and 2000 hours. He said th^ had be^ in the house

about 20 minutes, prior to hearing the c?ar drive yjp. After hearing a car door slam

Merritt Drayton stated that Terry Smith told him to be quiet v^le they were

in the bedrocm. Drayton stated that he stood ty the bedroon window, located

on the front of the house. Drayton stated that he heard someone cote in the front

door and he heard ^fjhat sounded like a muffled sound, \^ch he indicated that soneone

had something over their mouth. He went further to say that he heard sane scuffling

in the living room and as it got louder, himself, along with Terry Smith came out

of the bedroon. He stated himself, along with Terry Smith, looked into the living

room and saw Sairny with his hands around a laic's neck and he had an object in his

hands that he described as looking like a rope that was being held around the lady's

neck. He went further to say that he saw Gadgett holding the laic's Han^g habirv^

%

iher. Meixitt Drayton stat^ that he observed the two struggling with the lady

and he indicated that he did observe her wea3cening. Drayton stated that at this

.  time Tepiy told him to go back to the bedroaa and continue his searching.

He stated that he went back to the beciroan and left Terry anith, Sartny Mitchell
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and Gadqefet with the lady. Drayton stated that ̂ ter a few minutes he was
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called by Gadgett and was asked if he would help Gadgett move a TV set.

He indicated that the TV ,set was a floor model, Merritt Drayton stated that he

never did help move the TV set because Gadgett had gotten Santny to help him mo^

•  the TV to the hallway of the residence. While a3x)iit the TV set^ Merritt

Drayton stated that Terry became hysterical and said, "Let*s go." At this point.

MPjyyitt Drayton stated that he went towards the front door of Mhe residence fron

the hallway and he observed Sarmry Mitchell in the living roan. He said that viioi

he saw Samrty Mitchell, Samny Mitchell asked him for one of the two toboggans that

he "vjas wearincr. Drayton stated that he didn't know \jha.t Saniny was going to do with

his toboggan. Drayton stated he then started heariing towards the back door to the

residence to leave. Before leaving the living room area, Drayton did say that

he saw the lady lying in the front room and she was not moving. He indicated that

he did not know if anybody had gotten anything fron the residence, but he did raiiaiiber

staging Terry Smith stick sauething in his coat pocket. Drayton further stated that

as he was leaving the residence, he had sons difficulty getting out the back door.

He stated that he unlocked the back door and he indicated that something was

unusual about the door knobs, hcwever, he could not remember vhat it was. While

leaving the residence, Drayton stated that he saw sane headli^ts in the drivaray

and he ran in the t^iT-ection of a one-way street, >hich' he pointed out to us being

27th Street. While running fem the residence, Merritt Drayton stated he remembered

iirnping over an cbject and in doing so, he struck his head on a clothesline.

After Drayton pointed out the residence to Det. Freeland and Det. Dcam, and it was

confirmed that this was the victim's residence, we did observe at that location a

short, fence in front of a clothesline that was in the direct path that Merritt Drayton
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stated he ran in on that particular night. Merritt Dr^on then
ootmient that the fence was apparently the object he had jurrped, because he did
remanber striking his head on the clothesline, as he was junping. Drayton went

0,1
CO -0
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_on to say that when he was runitmg from the residence that he remanbered passing
an old white garage. Next door to the victim's house is a vfcLte garage. This

is located southeast from the victim's iBsidence, neact to 27th Street.
stated that he cane out to a one-w^ street and stood by a talq,iv,nq

that had a caution sign for the next street, vfajch he indicated was Patterscai
■^Benue. He stated that as he had gotten out into the stxeet that he saw a car
that Gadgett was driving and that Gadgett hollered at him as he ^roacbed hjm.
Drayton stated that as Gadgett got along side of him, he junped through an cpen

. window behind the driver. Brayton stated that he rgnembered the car being a Buicik.
but he could not remanber the color of the vehicle. Drayton stated that he first

_observed this car on 27th Street. Drayton went on to say that as tiiey were pvTUng
away fran that location a car came up from behind and it appeared that the car
■fmo»ed tten for a couple of blocks. After losing the car, he stated that Gadgett
then took him to Terry Smith's house on Patterson Avenue and dropped hHm off.
He stated then a conversation took place between Teny and Gadgett and
left in the lady's car. Merritt stated that Terry then took himself -and Samy
Mitchell bac3c to East Winston. The only thing Drayton oould add further was that
after the wonan had entered the residence on Gihner. Avenue and the struggle

_tok place in the living roan, they stayed ^roedmately 15 Minutes before leaving.
fhis sunmarizes the first statement taken fran Merritt Drayton and the time it was
concluded was 0Q49 hours, ghe writer re-read the statement that ^ferritt Drayton
had given to him and he indicated at this time that the statanent included ai l
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of tjie facts that he knew about this case. He signed the statement, dated

J
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it 04-19-86, 0049 hours. The statement was witnessed hy T. A. Freeland- and

Det. J. K. Dom.

3ji taDong further to Merritt Draj^n, and in reviewing the facts that have

been stipulated in the statement, Merritt Draytrsn indicated that he needed to

add sanething to the statement and clari^ a f®/ points. To incltde these points,

another statement was taken frcm Merritt Draytcn, We refer to this as Staterosttt #2

and it included the following facts.

Page #1 of the first statement and page #1 of the second statonent are the same.

Merritt Draytcn stated that there was no change to be made on that page. When

revigdng page #2 of the original statonent, Merritt Draytcn stated that he did

not rgneiDber if he actually heard gravel as the car drove up. Therefore, that

point was emitted in Statement #2. He did state that he did rettiariber the car

driving and hearing a car door slam. In his second statement, Merritt Drayton

stated that he did observe the lady drop to her knees before he was told by Terry

anith to return to the front bediron and continue searching. A point that Merritt

Draytcai clarified in his second statement was; as he left the residence cai Gilmer

Avenue, ty the rear .door, he went to the bade porch, xdiere he saw two lanpshades

that he wanted. He stated he took these two lairpshades and placed than on the

back stoop of the residence. Ife then stated he went to the north side of the

residence and observed Terry Smith and Sanity Mitchell heading in the direction

of vhere they had parked Terry Smith's car prior to going into the residence.

A few minutes later he stated that Terry Smith pulled his vehicle into the driveway.
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27 iiito the back 6f the residence on Gilmer Avenue, with the front end of the vehicle

■facill^ the bacic of the yard. Meinritt Draytcn then stated that Sanny Mitchell

took the lacpehades that he wanted and placed them in the trunk of the vehicle and

he left them at that location. He stated that he left that location, Saitiny

Mitchell was on the back porch of the residence. In a second statanent, Jferritt

Eteayton advises that Gadgett informed him that the re^n he took the car was that

it needed to be searched. The only additional facts included in Statanent #2 that

were not in Statanent #1 was that Terry Smith paid him $80 for his help in this

breaking. Drsyton stated that he saw Sanny Mitchell and Gadgett, also get paid

for helping Terry Smith; however, he did not know how imidh they had received.

The only additional information was that when Terry Snith took Drayton and Saimy

Mitchell to. East Winston and let them out, Iferritt stated he got the latp shades

out of Terry" Smith's vehicle.

Statement #2 was concluded at 0235 hours. It was signed by Merritt Williams

Drayton, dated 04-19-86. This statement was witnessed by Det. T. A. Freeland and

Det. J, K. Dom.

At this point of the interview, two written statements have been obtained frcsn

Merritt Williams Drayton. In these two statements, th^ included all the facts

that Merritt Drayton had related to the writer and Det. J. K. Dom on this date.

In addition, a taped interview of Merritt Drayton was obtaiijed at 0242 hours.

Present during this- oral interview that was taped was Det. J. K. Dom and Det.

.  T.. A. Freeland. . This interview was transcribed by Senior Secretary Brenda

Blackbum on 04-21-86.
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On 04-22-86 Pet. J. K. Dojji reviewed the transcrjlied oral interview with

Dcayton and he signed it on eacdi page^ as did Pet, J. K. Pom.

00 f
>|I^ £
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01 S

time this st^temen't: v?as reviewed with Merrltt Drayton •was apprnviTna-hiaiy 1015 hoiirs

on 04-22-86.

For further details regarding the statements, see attadied. copies.
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The, purpose for this Supplement Report is to include sane additional infonnation

that was c^ytained fran Merritt Draytau on 04-18-86 that was not iuclndP^ in

8
UT I
CO ?
>{:>• >
ui 5

his written or oral statpnents, obtained on that date. The information is basically

sane background infomation in reference to the residence on Avenue.

Merritt Drayton stated that Herxy Smith used the house on Giimer Avenue to store

money. He indicated that on too different occasions he had gone to that residence.

once in 1983 and once since he has been paroled in October, 1985, to drcp
money

off at that residence. The procedure he indicated was that he would be taken

over there by Terry Snith, let out, told to go to the- front door with a briefcase

#

that he indicated would have money in it, leave it on the ri^t hard side of the

front porch, knock loudly on the door and \idien someone was heard coning towards

the door he was told to leave. At no time did Merritt Drayton say he ever saw

the person vto lived at that residence. The reason for going to the residence on

the night that >ferritt Drayton indicated that the la.^ was killed was due to the

_fact that over a long period of time Terry Smith had pii^inted that he was missim

mon^ and suspected that the la^ who lived at this residence was responsible

for this shortage. Another additional reason for, going to the residence on that

night was not only to try to obtain things of value to maJce Tjp for the shortage

of the money, but also to look for sane incriminating documents that Tterry anith

indicated was in the residence. Merritt Drayton indicated that vAiile he was

in prison he served time with Terry Smith and Gadgett. During that time Tterry

anith nade some reference to the old lady on Giimer. taking seme of his rrDney.

It was, not until later that th^ had the meeting after they were out of prison.

at Tepy anith's house en Dunleith that plans were finalized to go to the residence
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This background ^information, along with the information that is included in

the written statanents and oral statements of Merritt Drayton are all the facts
that were related to us by Merritt Drayton on 04-18-86.

Throughout the interview with Merritt Drayton, he Jcept indicating that he was
familiar with the house on Gilmer Avenue, that he kept referring to. Therefore,
Pet. T. A. Freeland and Pet. J. K. Pom requested Merritt Drayton to take us to
the residence vhere this offense occurred. Since Jferritt Drgyton was fam^T-i^T-

"With Terry Smith's residence on Patterson Avenue, near 27th Street, it was decided
that this would be the location \Aiere Merritt Praytcm would start £can in
us which route to tate to the house on Gilmer Avenue. Merritt Prayton in^-if^tgd
that he remenfaered .turning off Patterson Avenue onto a one-^tfay street, they

€

went to the residenoe on that night on Gilmer Avenue. Terry Smith's residence is
located on the 2600 block of Patterson Avenue. Qnoe we reached that locaticai,
Merritt Praytcgi directed us towards 28th Street, vriiere he told us to make a left
hand turn. Once we reached Gilmer Avenue we were.once again told to make a left
hand turn. We proceeded xsp Gilmer Avenue, vAiich was the 2700 block, toitil we
reached the area near the Bryson residence. At this time Merritt Drayton recognized
scniething very familiar about the Bryson residenoe. He rangribered the porch and
the front door that had glass panes in it. . Drgyton then told us to pull tp
into the gravel driveway of the residence. After pulling up to the rear of
the residence, Drayton specifically pointed out the back dbor of the residence

steted that that was the door .he had exited fron on that ni^t. He then
liNFOUNOeO
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pointed to a aroall fence tbst was in front of a clothesline and stated that

must have been the object he had to jurrp, because he did reraarber striking

u,i
C03

U19

U1 2

his head on a clothesline; which is only a few feet away, fron that fence. ,He said,

■©atmust be the clothesline I hit on that night." After Drayton pointed out

all these things, we then left the residence on Gihner Avenue. As we turned off

Gilmer Avenue onto 27th Street, Etayton then pointed out the location where he

ran to prior to being picked up ky Gadgett. He pointed to the telephone pole

that he was standing by prior to being picked up by Gadgett. The direction

that Drayton had ran in and \here he came out onto 27th Street, there is a

garage and a concrete driveway that he had referred to prior to being taken

to that location. When Drayton saw the garage and the concrete driveway, he

#
stated to us that's \diere he came out.

After leaving the r^idence on Gihner Avenue, Drayton was then transported back

to the Public Safety Office, vAiere written statements were obtained frcrti him.

#P

At the conclusion of the interview, Merritt Drayton indicated to Det. Dom and

Det. Freeland that the second toboggan that he was wearing on the night this

offense was ccmmitted, he had at the Forsyth County Jail. Merritt Drayton stated'

that the detectives could have this toboggan if th^ wanted it. Upon the conclusion

of the interview at 0345 hours, the writer, along with Det. j, K. Dom, transported

Merritt Drayton back to the Forsyth County Jail. At that location, the writer.

along with Deputy B. R. Robins escorted Merritt Draytcn back to his cell. Prior

to leaving, Drayton asked the. writer if I wanted the tdDoggan he had referred to

earlier, response was if he didn't mind giving it r^), I would like to have the
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toboggan. Present during this canversation, r%)uty B. R. Robbins witnessed

Jferritt Drayton ranoving the toboggan faxm underneath his qot and give it to

8
Ul s
CO ?
its t.
ui i

H

the writer.

■Ihe toboggan obtained fran Msrritt Drayton was then transported by Det. Rr^land and

Det. Dom to Property Control, vdiere it was stooced.

In talking with Merritt Drayton about his involvement in this crime, he stated, that

vdiile at the residence on Gilmer Avenue he wore work gloves. Drayton advised the

gloves were at his residence at 345 E. 9th Street.

#
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21 A. MO, sir.

22 0. Do you know how old he is?

23 • A. Approximately 29.

24 . 0. Do you know what his educational level is?

25 A. lie graduated from high school in South Carolina

B2

he attended two years of college.

0. And I believe that was at Sooth Carolina State; is

that correct?

A. 1 don't recall the school.

Q. During your conversation with hi® did ho ever express

a desire to stop talking to you?

NO. sic.

Did his answers aake sense to you. Hs. nicks?

MR. REDDEN: I object to that. Your Honor.

Yes. sit.

COURT; Well, do you want to rephrase that?

Did you have any trouble understanding his answers?

No, sir. .

Did you — did you take a statement from him on that

occasion?

A. Yes, sir.

And was the statement written out?

Yes, sir.

And would you read that statement to the Court,

0.

A.

0.

please?

A. This is a statement of Kerritt Williams Draytpn,

4-24-86, 1820. "Terry's Lieutenant has been to the house on

Gilmer Avenue before. He saw me on 19th Street and asked me

if I wanted to make some money. 1 told him, 'Yeah.' we got

together and that was the first of the month, December. It

'  83

,  "
2  The cam.. P.com on Glenn and ahoi =cme pool. Vhen it go.

we.a ove. to- cxcuo. ae - ow. on CUoe; Avenue.
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kk»a hoi I helped trip her leg.to the front door. He grabbed her. i P«
„  b..of.n.o. v.. - V- "*
16 1 the lady with an object. I. am not sure what it was. I held

A  but she was still. She was closeI.can't say she was dead, but she wa
„ , to the- - I'"- not sure what that word is -- 'door. He
To i tried to move her. After that I got beside of bim. I
21 i last - I Xost my toboggan. He moved her away from the ^
22 ! door. The Lieutenant got the woman's pocketbook.
„ i .....». "
24 1 and stuff. Ho got something. I don't know what it
25 i said, 'Let's go.' we left the house, i went out the back

15
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•'/ to Ht. Drayton on

<r. Dtoyton or any of

-hf

I 84

1  -doot. Eonecne next door saw tie. I don't know if it was a
2  , Don or a woman. The Lieutenont got in the lady's cor that
3  was parked in the driveway. J started to*word 27th street.
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23 know Where he got It from. He started searching through it
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door. Seaeone next door caw i.-.e. 1 don't know if it was a

man or a woman. The Lieutenant got in the lady's car that

was parked in the driveway. I started toward 27th Street.

I jumped over something and bit the clothesline with my

head. Then I went through the backyard next door, passed a

garage to 27th Street. I stood by a teiegram post until the

Lieutenant came and picked rae up. I.didn't know for sure he

was going to pick me up. He pulled over. I ran around the

front of the car and jumped in. I got in the front door."
\

Excuse me. "I got in the front seat. He pulled off. This

car started following us. We got to Patterson. We went" —

excuse roe. "We turned right. We turned in one other

street. We went up about three blocks and I got out. I was

scared. He was acting crazy. The street he let me out was

close to The Game Room. I never saw the car anymore. The

Lieutenant had been to the house before. He know the lady

real good. He had talked about her a lot. Terry didn't

like this. Lieutenant messing with older woman. I didn't

■get anything for helping the Lieutenant."

And it's signed Kerritt Drayton. The i—te is 4-24-86

and witnessed by T. A. Freeland and T. H. Hicks, 1922 hours.

Q. How, I believe that statement is three pages lo.ng; is

that correct?

A. Yes, sir.

0. Do you haw that with you?

85

]  (Document handed to Kr. Saundors a.nd he marked it

2  for Identlfieotion. The document was.shown to defense

3  counsel.)

4  HB. MAUKEV: Three pages?

», KJ'. i'": y^'Cth.
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.On 04-24-86 in the afternoon, Merritt Draytxin was interviewed by Pet. R. A.
SpiUirm and Pet. T. H. Hicks in reference to the Brvson p^or to

_the uiterview, Bet. T. H., Hicks advised the writer that he was advised of his
institutional rights, yfalch he waived. For additional Mformtion. see the
Si^lanent Report of the detectives involved in this interview. When cmestloned

_specifically about the subject named Gadcpett that Drayton had referred to earlier
as being involved in this case, he indicated to Bet. Hicks and Spillinan that this
.subject was not involved in this case, m addition, he stated further that Terry
Smith and Saimy Mitchell were also not involved. After these points estabHshed,

_pet. Freeland and Bet. Hicks then interviewed Merritt Williams Drayton. After
talMng very briefly to Merritt Drayton. he iiriicated to Pet. T. A. Freeland and
Bet. T. H. Hicks that he was going to tell the trt±h about this case. A written
statapnt was obtained fran Merritt WUliams Drayton on 04-24-86 that beoan at 1820
hours. In this statement it included all the facts concerning the Blanche Brvson

.honicide that Merritt Drayton related to Pet. Hicks and Freeland. Not only was
a written statement obtained from hferritt Drayton, but a verbal statement w.. .1...
taped that included the facts. For details see both the written statement, signed
and dated by Merritt Williams Drayton, and the transcribed oral statement. A point
of fact is that the written statgnent began at 1820 hours and ended at 1922 hours
and the oral statement that was put on tape began at 1924 hours and ended at 1935
hours.

Pri.o3: to taking Merritt Drayton back, to the Forsyth County Jail, he was asked to
look through some HKD file, pictures, to see if he cxjuld pick out the subject he

being with him on the night this offense occurred. Merritt Drayton
30
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Hcmicide
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12-10-85

ITEM NO.
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was enable to positively pick out anyone in the pictures i±at were shown to
him as being the subject he toew by the name of Lou. When specifically asked
about what the lou subject looked like, he indicated that the subject was about

0Ul

^ zilSfc H
(Ji Z
ll^ P
(Jl

6' tall, medium build and had a left pierced ear. ■ He stated- the subject does work
for Terry Snith and he is often seen either in the Gardais or working at Terry Smith's
house on Dunleith Avenue. The only additional infounation he gave was that he had
neyer known the subject to drive a car, because to the best of his knowledge, he
did mt think Ixau had a driver's license or could drive a car. The only time he
had ever seen him in a car would be when a black female would transport him in

_a greenish or yellowish looking Pinto, aie only other thing he could reneriber
about Lou was that he did have a mustaciie.

04-23-86 the writer had conferred with Public Safety Attorney Claire MdNaught in
reference to obtaining scane head hair fccan Mecritt WilliansDrayton. After
consulting with her, she stated that it would be pennissible to obtain t-hig head
hair, if he would give voluntary consent, therefore, a Oonsent Waiver could be
used. On 04-24-86, while talking to Merritt WilliartBDrayton at the Identification
Office, he consented to -the obtaining of his head hair.- See the Ctonsent Search
Waiver signed by Merritt Drayton and witnessed hy Pet. T. A. Fr^land, Det. J. K.
Pom and Sgt. J. G. tfatthews. ID Technician L. C. Lewellyn collected the
hair sanples from Mgrcitt Drayton. The head hair was packaged and pigncrj in

_Prc^)erty Control by Det. J. K. Dom. Mscritt Drayton was then transported back
to the Forsvth County Jail by Det. J. K. Dom aiai Det. T. A. Ereeland. Thig

was ^rcsdmately 2215 houcs. INVEgPIGajION OONTINCJIt®;.

^.REPORTINGOFFICER " doDE lyral
^ T. A. Freeland 830-1665

830-16^
t-
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On 05-06-86 information had been received by Sergeant M. V. McCoy and -

Detective Hicks that Merritt Drayton requested to see Detective t. A.

Freeland or Detective J., K. Dom- in reference.^to the Bryson case. The-

purpose for him wanting to talk to us was to give us information of the

other person vrtio is inwlved in the Homicide.

On 05-06-86 writer went to the Fbrsyth Coimty Jail along with Detective J. K.

Porn to see Merritt Drayton . Prior to talking to Merritt Drayton he was

advised of his Constitutional Rights as set forth in the Miranda Decision.

See the attached Rights Waiver signed by Merritt Drayton. The time of the

interview with him was at 1405 hours.

Merritt Drayton indicated to writer and Detective Dom that there was'^he.

other person involved in this case and that he was shown a picture of the

other subject in a lihe-up and had seen it in the Idmo File in Records and-

•  Identifications seOtion of the Police Department. Writer is familiar with

the s\3bject that Merritt Drayton was talking about and he briefly had

Merritt Drayton describe the subject again before showing him the line~up

he had previously been shown. Merritt Drayton Indicated that the subject

in the photo line-up that he had already been shown was wearing a green

type jacket and was wearing a tobaggan. Writer once again showed the

same line to Merritt Drayton as previously been shown emd he picked out

the picture Lester Davis as being the person who was with him on the night

that Bl^che Bryson was murdered on Gilmer Avenue. .Merritt Drayton had previously

indicated earlier in this investigation that Lester Davis looked like the
PORTING OFFICER COOE NO.

r A. Freeland 830-1665
3a STATUS: CCHECK ONE) OPEN nUNFOUNOCP (~1 INACTIVE j ^3-REFERREO TO

□ CXCEPTIONALLV
AHNEST
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person \Aio wss with him when this crime was committed, however , he would not

positively identify him as a suspect in this case. Merritt Drayton did not.

know the name of the subject that he had indicated and pointed out in the

photo line-up.

When asked specifically as to why he {Merritt Drayton) had not identified

positively the subject earlier he could not offer em es^lanation. No

further information was obtained from. Merritt Drayton on, this date. The

photo line-up had been previously shown and also sho\m once again on this

t

date to Merritt Drayton included the following subjects:

1. Calvin Leon Walters

2. Carl Bixiwn

3. Lester Thomas Davis

4. Jesse Ferguson, Jr.

5. Craig Lavem Taylor

6. John Henry Alford

INVESTIGATION CONTINUING.

HREPORTING OFRCCR CODE NO '

T. A. Freeland 830-1665
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Ih a ̂ne^ting held earlier in the xtonth with District AttonT^ I^ 1H adai nf'^rm-

a^cn leceived that Merritt toaytcm had delayed the foilcxdjig ijiformtich-to

hiiti. He referred^ to a bil,lfold that belonged to him ihat should contain- a sales

receipt fraia Zayres D^)artinent Store, shewing that he purchased a nurtibef of itaiB." "

vdth a $100 bill that he su^iposedly received from a subject by'the name of Oteny

anith. The $100 bill was pairoent for his particdpation in the hanicide ing

Blanche Brjt^cn. The bill fold was si^posed to be in -die possession of Merritt

Drayton's girlfriend, Jfettie Mae Davis.

On 09-02-86 D^. Hides talked to Mattie Mae Davis in reference to the remark that

Merritt Draytcn had given to District Attorney Don Tisdale. Mattie Mae Davis

stated that .she did ronsnber some time around Christinas time that herself, along .

with Meaxitt Drayton had gone to Zayre's Department Store to purchase approximately •••

$80 in merchandise. She stated that she thought the mon^ hai been earned by'^ .

Merritt Draytcn for doing a roof job near their residence on 9th Street. She -
?  *. . '

informed Det. Hicks that if there was such a receipt in his billfold, that it../, • vi>'-v

could be found back at 345 E. 9th Street, where tt^ used to live, tfattie Mae

Davis no longer had keys to the c^ertaoit and it had been abandoned for quite

seme time. r

Ihe writer obtained information that the apartments on 9th Street were being

managed by T. B. Johnson and Carpany, located at 200 W. 3rd Street. At that

location the writer talked to Thcmas Johnson, \jho is a co-owner of the business.

tiP

The advised the writer that.as of 07-23-86 the apartment had been declared vacant
^v.^ 'V -

and that the possessions within the ̂ )artinent were going to be thrown out; iimediatelyj '
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21 ' November the 18th, 1986, In the Superior Court o£ Forayth
22 ! county in case number fl 6-CtS-ie0O9 that the Defendant.
23 i Hcrcltt Oroyton, pled guilty to the offense o£ second-degree

murder and would like to have this judgment and commitDent
entered into the court record and have the record reflect

EXHIBIT

foG

m

461

he Cuprete

u ccnpleteiy

478

that the Defendant does have a conviction of a felony
involving violence to another person.

COURT. The court will admit staters Exhibit 50
Into evidence.

HR. REDDEN: Your Honor, we object.
court:- overruled. 1= that all for the StateT
„R. SAURDERS. Thafs all for the State, Voor

Honor.

COORt': Otay. 00 yoo want to call vitne.a.ay
HR. HAUHEY: ThaoR yoo, Voor Honor, we call

Herritt Orayton.
w  first been duly sworn, testified asHERRITT DRAYTON, having first been a y

follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

HR. F. KEVIN HAUHEY:

What's your name, sir?

Kecritt Williams Dtayton.

And how old ace you?
Twenty-nine.

Where were you born?

I vas born in Harlem, New -York, 1958.
,* „h«re is the first place that you remember where you

sa

—I
• 479

0. Okay. What do you mean you coy you wc:c adopted?
were you legally adopted?
ft . Yeo, sir.
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19 ! A. Tvcnty-nlne.

20 0. Where were you born?

21 I A. J was born in Harleo, Keu VorK, 1958.
22 ; 0.- Where is the first place that you remember where you-
23 j lived?

ft. walterboro. South Caroline. I was adopted there
probably 1962, I believe.
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8

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

1  ! Q. Otay. What do you mean you say you were adopted?
2.) Were you legally adopted?

I. Yes, sir.

), Otcay. By whom?

Hrs. Sarah Hurray.

3, Does she still live there?
Yes, sir.

3. BOW old is Hrs. Hurray now?
ft . probably about 61.

Q. Does she have some health problems?
ft . Yes, sir.

Q, NOW, did Mrs. Hurray raise you?
ft . Yes, sir.

Q. DO you want to lean forward a little more so you'll
be mote comfortable?

(The witness complied with the request.)
Q. Thank you, sir. Who was your real mother?
ft . Edith Ferguson Drayton.
Q. When did you learn that she was your real mother?

HR. SAUKDERSs Object.

COURT: Overruled. Go ahead.

A. 1976. .

0. ftnd what were the circumstances that you learned that
she was your real mother?

• HR. SAOHDERS: Object.

480

KR. KAUHEY: Your Honor, this case Is —
iSO>.
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^tccrfiey, "C

factors were and

they eight purcue
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KR, HAlINEy: Your Honor, this case is

COURT! Overruled.

MR, HAUKEY: Thanh you. Your Honor,

Ky great /grandmother had died.

is that the first time you met your real mother?

Yes, sir.

HOW, when you were raised by Krs. Hurray; did you

B  ! live in various places or did you stay in Walterboro your
entire young life?

A. After my foster father died - I believe in -68 on
Easter — we moved to savannah, Georgia, and stayed a while
there; and we moved back to South Carolina after that,

0. And approximately when was it that your foster father
died?

A. ' He died in '68 and she remarried sometime aft'er that.
Q. NOW, when you say foster father, do you mean the
husband of Krs. Hurray?

A. Yes.

Q. would it be better to say he's your stepfather or

your adoptive father?

Hy stepfather would be better.

And where did you move after savannah?

Back to Walterboro.

Did Hrs. Hurray remarry?

She had remarried,right before we moved to Savannah;

wa

m

L
ESE;

1  ifSjisiMaa

the husband there, he had died from some type of weight
problem; and vo moved back right after that.

And describe your relationship with Hrs. Hurray when
ypu wore growiJi'j up.
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35 i A.

(Sack to Kalterboro. |
Did Hro. Kurray rfeaiarry? |
She bed tOBarrled right before we moved to savennah; i

I—~~ ' 481
1

X  ; and the husband there, be had died from some type of weight
2  ! problem? and we moved back right after that.
3 i Q. And describe your relationship with Hrs. Hurray when

J
4 I you were growing-up-

5 i ft . It was well. Daring the course of growing up I went
6  ; tl school in Walterborc Black Street Elementary. When i
, i I. ..a •»" " • i-"* ■""" ' "•
8  ' a two-year scholarship to Bell and Bowell (phonetic)
9  I Electronic University in Dallas. I was too young to accept

10 i the scholarship. So at the age of 17 1 was able to fly to
' Dallas to try to get into the school, which I was accepted.

I stayed about a year, took some courses and returned to
South Carolina. ■

■q. Okay. Did Hts. Murray have any problems, like
I

.drinking problems? |
A, well, after her second husband died, she started j
drinking real bad, but it wasn't a problem of we used to j
fight or anything like that. I sort of gust worked and kept
with her until we moved back and she started coming down off j

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

using alcohol.

0-. And as you were growing up, did anyone else live in
22- i the family with you and her husband?
23

. 24

25

A. NO, Sit. I was the only child.
0. What kind of house did you live in?
A. They built the first shell home, I guess, long before

I  . 482

s  , I was born in that special coaicunity ue lived in. It was a .
2  five-toDS house. It woo, 'like I said, you kno'w, livable.
1 0. ft small house?

4  ft . Ves.

5  0. • bf'l yo" ~®"y or anything while you were
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yes eveJi !//
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23 A.
'( 1

Ko, Sir. I was the only child. ,

24 0. What kind of bouse did you live in?
1 ^ ■ •
s  ' 35 . A. '?hey built the first shell home, I guess, long before j |

! i
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I was born in that special coneunity we lived in. It was a

flvc-toon house. It was, like I said, you know, livable.

0. A small house?

A. yes.

0. Did you baVe many luxuries or anything while you were
growing up?

A. X think I was about eight before they came through

that part of the country with the facilities as far as

12 i Q

13 1 A
!

14 ; Q

16

17 I 0
I

18 I A

19

21

22

23

24

25

9  ! bathroom. Wc had running water, but there was no facilities

10 I for a bathroom at that time. When 1 was about eight years
11 i old they put one in.

I

Bow big is Walterboro?

About 50,000.

Okay. Where did you all live in walterboro? A rural
15 ! area or a city?

A. A rural area three miles out of town.

Did you graduate from high school?

Walterboro High.

And while you were in South Carolina, were you

20 i convicted of crimes or anything?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. What crimes were you convicted of?

A, I had a cousin that was much older than me and I ran
with him.

HR. SAUMDERS: Object, h'ot responsive. Your

483

,  . .. i-t "•
2  of. hot hi® answer the queotSon.
j  COURT! Overruled. Co oheod.

, bad a cousin that 1 ran with and ve got Into a lotft .
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j« I h. ■ naitetboro High.

19 . 0. And while you were in south Carolina, were you

20 ' convicted of crises or anything?

21 . A. yes, sir.

22 ! 0. What crises were you convicted of?

23 A, I bad a cousin that was auch older than ce and I ran
I

24 ! with hid.

25 . HR. SSUMDEHS: Object. Kot responsive, Vour

1

Ir f r.

N?*' 4^ h<
Vfc **"5?

483

I  ». j.» »<«•" i"" i
of. Let him answer the question.

COURT: Overruled. GO ahead.
;  I had 8 cousin that I ran with and we got into a lot
;  of knickknack things during a course of time. I think one
'! of the crimes was breaking and entering. 1 was real young

then.. I was put on probation for that crime.
0. Any other crimes you were convicted of in South'
Carolina?

. ft . AS an adult, I had a problem at a mill that I had
wlrked at which had caught fire, and t was charged with it,
b„t r wasn't Charged with arson. I was charged with burning

;  a building of another not subject to arson, which In South
i .Carolina law it's an accidental burning.

^  ! Q. Did you also get in some trouble about selling some
i  ' land at one time?

,  i ft . ves. The deed of property was ~ ufter my stepfather
5  ! died, his brother that lived in Savannah bad came in, moved
,  ; back from Savannah and sold all the property without a clear
3  ' aecd from my foet®r "Other, which she was entitled to all
1  ■: the property. During the transaction we had problems with
2  : it, but the problems cleared up, I think, in
3 , 0. well, did you get Charged with a crime for that?

»  •

^  ft . For that crime, no.

0. Did you get investigated?25 5

{72 Vfl-.

484

m
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19 i back froR savannah and sold all the property withoui.a clear
20 deed froR ay foster bother, which she was entitled to all
21 the property. During the transaction we had probiens with
22 . it, but the problece cleared op, 1 think, in '81.
23 ! 0. wn"' "i" yo"

I

24 ! A, yoi criae, no.

25 ' Q, investigated?

484

Yes.

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

1-7

18

19

20

21

22

23

,  '^•

; 0. Okay. And what did you try to do?
: A. well, the property was approkimately three to four
!  hundred acres of land and we had aceobulated a sisall
'  township right outeide. People are probably faaillar vi'h

orayton's Plantation, which we bad gained total control over
It, and there was a certain arount of timber on the property

;  that we wanted cleared for some purposes. And after selling
i  the timber, when we finally checked the deeds out, the deeds

were already been sold under a signed nasned of my deceased
' stepfather.

; 0. ft re you talking about tU Drayton Plantation that's a
, historical site?

A. Yes, sir. • ■

■' 0. Ate you saying that you had an ownership interest in
]  that?

A. Hy father and great grandfather owned it. It was
;  foster father rather owned it some years ago and it was. I

guess, what you call heirs' property between a previous
owner and myself*

Q. were you sent to prison in South Carolina?
yes. Sot on that charge.

T understand. Well, did you serve time in prison?
Yes.

And approximately how ouch time did you serve in '

Wi
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JO owner anil eyoelf.

21 Wese you sent to prison in £outh Carolina?

22 h, yes, h'ot on that charge.

23 0. 1 undcritand. vrell, did you serve tiice sn prison?
54 A. yes.

35 0. 'snd approBlBotely ho« such tlse did you serve- In

1

2

3

4

5

6

'?

e

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24-

25

0.

6.

A.
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prison?

R. ' I served two years at CC3 as a teacher there.
0. find during that time did you receive some
psychological tregtEent?

A. yes.

AS best as you recall, what treatment were you given?
KB. SftUHDERS: Objection.

HR. HAUUEVj He cari testify to that, Vour Honor.
COURT! Overruled. Go ahead.

Go' ahea'd.

There the doctor was dealing with sr^ething about
tlar and anxiety.. I was treated, for about 30 days for it ■
and they --they didn't say that 1 had to continue the . ,
treatment. They say 1 may or may not have to, but 1 had to
turthcr sect more treatment.
0. wore ycu .evaluated before you started that treatment?
A. Ves.

0. What did, you do after you got out of prison in so-uth
Carolina?

r". After 1 got put Of prison in South Caroli.na. 1 moved
to Korth Carolina. I went to worK for Summey Building
Supply Company as a draftsman.
0, A draftsBon?

A. yes. 1 did architect-oral design worh for them.
0. And what did you do after you vorKed as a draftsman?

3  s?ooved tu wHiEtoiv'Sale®.
do in Hinston-Solcs?

486

•  'J®
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j  A. ' Wlnston-SaJea.
'  „ „M. aw yo.
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wed that tiae in Carolina, did,3 Q. And vhen you served that tin . , .
14 ycu receive soac psychological treatment?

.  yen, sir; the saxe type.
,e 0..

17 A- ,

„  . 1.0 i-ou recall What the .edscation vas.
iied it Sinequon. I think theThey called -- called it SS-eq

.Inction is it's nore cf a depressant-type- drug. 1 thin. i
,, • works, Oh the nervous systen.oid you taU to various psychiatrists When you

23 in the prison systee?
24 A. *0®'

25 0, And psychologists also? .

^ Did you serve tiwo for that?
yes.
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i A. yes. alt.

7 ©. Khen vere you reteaced fror. pisson?
"J A. Cctcher 5965,

■( . 0. , •  s(..v, did yov deveScp any sf-SSs were in
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yen,

ftnd {JsycboSogstts aSeo?

fi. 'I'eo, sic-

0. When were you celoaceO free, prison?
ft , October J98&.

0. «o-, did you develop any aV-ills while ycu were in
prison?

ft . I too?, scan busineno at SurVy Ccnsu.nity College.
0. ' Through a correspondence course or did you --
ft . I went over to the school. They have a subsidised
prograc. for Innatcs and they --
0. «erritt. were you involved in the curder of Arthur

li Wilson in September -- on Septonter 17> 1983?
yes, sir,

were you eventually charged with that offense?
yes, sir.

When were you charged with it?
.  « ..^.rant was served on ~e, 1I was charged ~ a warrant was »«-

believe, in April.

Q, Of what year?

ft . ' '86.

50 0. And were - to your knowledge, were you a suspect in
that offense during the year 1983?
ft . NO, sir,

or 1984?

NO, Sir.

1985?

I

8
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16
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21
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A.

0-
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A.

24 i A.

25 ; 0



:tot.

o oo

cnarge

.zoTi vas

r-urcer

t\. NOj oici not at al3.

Q. TO your knowledge, how did yco eo« to be arrt-otod
for that offonoe?

ft. j gave a state?ont to the winoton-Saleii. Police
Oepartffier.t which was to cleat it up.

Q. .Vhat officers, did you give ctateper.ts to7
Hicks anfl weavsl.

Q. you're talki'ng qbout Officer Hichs fton the police
departraont? .

ft, YeSr

Q. Did they =o.e over to the ^all and question you about
that offense?

ft. NO, sir. I requeEted thea.

Q. And when you asked them to come over, did you talk to
. them the first time they came over?
'  ft. Briefly.

Q. Okay. Did they make any comments to you about the
charge?

MR. SAUKDERS: Object.

NR. HAUKEV: It's not offered to show the truth
of, whatever was said, just whether they made comments to
him, your Honor.

COURT: overruled. Go ahead.

Q  Did they make some comments to you.
•ft'. ves. They'd have to Check into certain things and

1  stuff like- that.

2  Q. well, did - d-d they tell you whether or not thc-y
3  knew muci, about the charge when ycu first called for thoi
4  A, i:o, 01 f"

When W.VU it you talked to them next?
-i' f OoviJ vc<?k;; flfM-'i".
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24 Q, Dicl they isiKe BOtue cOnimc-ntc lo you?

25 ft. yes. Thuya havu to check into certain thinys and
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1

2

3

4

5

9  ■

10

' 11

12 •

13 i

14 .

15

16 .

.

16 .

'19 '

20

21

,22

23

24

25

0.

A.

Q.

A.

Q.

0tuf£ UhG that.

Q. well, did -- did they tell you whether or not they
know r^uch about the charge when you £irst called for thea.2
A. WO, sir.

When was it you talked to thet. next?
Somedaysor weeks after.

ft„c3 at that time did they have the file with them?
yes, sit.

Xfs your understanding, of course, that you were not
a suspect by these officers or any other officers fo.
charge?

ft. True.

rk»r testify at the probable causeQ. And did you after that te.-tiry

hearing of that charge?

ft. yes, sir.

Q. ■ And were any - v»ss anyone else charged with that
homicide?

^  Two aiore defendants.

VJho were they?

Sammy HitchelX and oarryl Hunt.

DO you know what happened to Sam,my Hitchell? .
HR. SAUKDERSi Objection.

HR. tiftUNEy; your Honor, this is relevant

.. . .!"="«

oi another felon.

Q.

A.

Q.

*  • #■«

J  COURT: Cvoriuled. Co ahead.
,  - What hapi>oned to Hr, HitcheH in court?

,,.,cd I bolio'vc, of second-dogrco muruer■i ^A. "0 wdO convicted, l ctajv
(  and Bontonced to 50 yeafo.

«nv BOtving a ccntcncc ir. Iva.olgh,5  rj. And is he currently sotcJ.r.;
f  ■ A. V.'C ii<.



Cl til

r^itcenc

et iect

tato?

Your

•ses?

.fied as

/r.ero you

A. Somwy Kitclioll and OarO'l

Q. BO you know what happor.ed to Sa»»y KUChtOl?
HH. SAUKOEi'S: Objection.

MB. KAbKEV! vour lionor, this is ccJevant

o£ anothet fejon.

¥-.ssrt

t

,v *

t  ''-
ijsJ>

'jrC*?* * »

S'iiSd--/-

f>-;* Ml.

COURT! OvGttuied, GO ahead.

Q. «hat happened to «t. Mitchell in court?
I believe, of second-degree ituroerHc was convicted, I beiie

and sentenced to 50 years.
c.„.«av ...vw •

ft, ycB, oir.
v., OUST oive statements as to•  Q_ TO your knowledge, did he ever give

B  that offense?

9  A. NO, sit.

10 Q. nas Mr. Hunt come to trial yet?
11 A. NO, sir.

13 0. ■ , HOW, While you were in the jail, did you make any
13 ■ other, statements to police about any other offenses?
14 A. "es.

15 • 0. And was that about this charge «e-re in court for
16 today?

:: .
19 first statements about the Wilson homicide?

in April, sometime in April- I can't remember,
ones it sound right to say approximately April IBth?
yes, sir.

,-v.ft •inrcs can't hear you.
COURT! Kt. Hauney, the loro.s ca,
.,nt to talk a little louder if you can.24 You (TitQht v.ant to
MB. MAUHEV! Excuse me.

'

20 A.

21 0.

22 A.

23



so you'XI

-,Otri€r? ;

i.earnfic2 that

22 A. Yea, sir,

,3 counv, kV. Ksuney, the Jurors oan't hear you.
a, you a-ight vant to tolK a Irttle- iouder you can.
22 KB. HAUHHYi Excuse eo.

0. Does it sound right to say it-s approximately April
18th?

A. Yes, sit.

Q. And why did you talk to the officers about this
charge, Herritt?

well, the Charge - it has some what you call mental
toll towards me which was becoming a problem.
0. And did you also want to help, yourself out some too?

To a certain degree.

w .t »<•" "*= "■
.... yo. . ".p." -- "" "

knowledge?"

'  A, No, sir.

HOW did you get in contact with the officers?
I had someone call for me.

sonioone from the jail?

Yes, sir.

And did officers come over that day?
.  ,»ay an. yo. '•='

the closest dates,

Q. . DO you know those officers' names?
The first two officers I do.
What were their names?

Freel'ar.d and Dorn.

And when they came over, d?d they ass ycu any

,  riuostSons at first about this choige,
2  A. ven, they didn't seem to know such about
3  they had lu come bacY. again and get se.
^  rj. Thai came day?



£s;her or

-Ci Eavprir.ati;

* y"* ^ *' ■• ' V' ' f i

■.U ">•'

n  Q.

2:2 A.

2'i Q

24 A

25 0

»!« that

i:oth6r?

die yea

boCO vout

58 on

We6 s vhilo

r  tr.at.

icstor father

c alter that

Uo you Know those of£lcetu' nftisen?
The tirni'tuD officoro 1 do.

What wore their nswea?

Fcceland and Dorn.

And whon they caiso over, d;d they sot-, you any

questions at first about this charge?
A. wen. they didrft see. to Know ouch about the case so
they had to come back again and get .e. .
0. That sar.e day?

*.Ko flAv after or seething iiiteR. I believe it was the day atte..

that, I'm fx": '

Q, .id you talk to the .officers a long tia.e that night?

'  ■ m*

w,

„I,K «»» » «»• ■»""
yes, quite a while.
Q. And did you also go with the police officers to

11 ' Mrs. Bryson's residence?
12 ' A. Hes, sir.

And made statements to thew m uritvon for.
yes, sir.

1, if thev also took a tape recording ofAnd do you know if tney

yes, sir.

When you first started talking to the officers,
[I ■ la " was it you who brought up the Bryaon homicide?
20 A. yes, sir.

jiA ».hpv ask you any questionsQ. When they cane over, did th y
about it until you brought it up?

NO, sir.

0. ' NOW, after that time did you make other statements?-
yec, Bit.

2  officers couice ycu In any way.'
.  I' mmi
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if. it wfiii a

'' V , 1 I a«!i i • I

ak.oul !t until you brought it up?

?3 K. ho. f't.

34 0. ■ how, afiei that tlKU did you sake ether stater..epto?
23 A. YeOj 6it.
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0. find when you made the other statererits, did the
officerc coerce you in any way?

A. well, J -- I oan't cay ceecce, but they oeemcd to

have certain disbeliefs to certain people but then a belief
to certain people that could have participated in tr.e crime.
Q. Dut they didn't attempt — you talked to then
voluntarily, didn't you?

A. yes, sir.

0.' find did you hope that it might help you out on the
other charge?

On the first charge?

Yes, sit.

13 y,.. ,10, Sir, because I had-previously already talked to
try attorneys about the first charge.

0. well,, but you -- you thought that by making some
Etateisents it might help you, though?

17 A. certain things were said to the effect during the
18 course Of me being in and out of the jail between some
X9 people about it.

Q. Herritt, bow do you feel — do you regret being
involved in that murder?

A. I The first or second?

KR. SfiUKDERS:, Which one?

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11 A.

12 Q.

13

14

15

16

20

21

22

23

24 0.

25 A.

The murder of Mrs. Bryson.

It — you can't kind of - you can't really explain

454

2  than having to be tried, iv sowc t.iS. the wet
,  b. ...'..Ml .Ml -. 1 .-1 -htuv
.4 : gue'un at a certain point there was ttlii none

r

IS K



iac live In

,  long bofoire i

20 '> Q. Mcirltt, hou do you feel do you cegreo peing

21 ■ involved in that ourdot?

22 • A. The first or second?

23 i KR. SAONDERS: Which one?
2a 0. The murder of Hrs. Bryson.

25 It -- you can't kind of — you can't really ezplaio
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in. It was a
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while you were ;

aise through
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no facilities

hight years

.'ere you

=e end I, ran
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Mtf) convicted
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X  i something Uhe this because mentally it's killing me more
2 ; than having to be tried. It seems that the week I sat in
3 i hero there was no e«oticn"from me, but there was inside of
, ; me. I gooss at a certain point there was still some
5 1 unanswered questions that I didn't want to answer, but now,
'  A 7 freelv Would answer to you all6  j as, we have discussed it, I freeiy wou^w

7  ! your que'stions.

B i Q. hid you ~ are you sorry for your involvement?
9 I A. very much SO now. Well, even before because

tl." cia h..«

0  m.i y»»' »» "* """"
,».U, Cfin p.". -> •» •

„„1. ..tt.. th.. i..t 9i.. »"■ VP" ""
... ... no. no

10

11

12

13

14
l15 1 in this.crim^ It was more or less in. a

X6 i call larceny, but it's actually breaking and entering, to
a lot of. peop

17

18 •;

19 j
20 I

21 i
22

23

24

that effect.

Q, in other words, when .you went into Mrs. Bryson's
residence, did you have any intent in your mind to kill
anybody?

A. NO, sir.

Q. Did you take a weapon in there?
I, NO, sir. 1 don't carry weapons at all.
o'. And What did the other person do -when he was in

25 ; there?

e

495

J  A.

2  0.

Do you wont me to answer it from the beginning?
r  ■



ond I ran

iive, Vour

21 ' A. No, sir.

22 OJ Did you i

23 A. NO, sir.

24 0. And what

25 ,  there?

I don't carry weapons at all.
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h.

0.

A.

0.

DO you want be to answer it fro® the beginning?
yes, sir.

well, excuse ®e. 1 have to asa the judge.
WITNESS! ..Judge, do I have to call naiaes?

I couldn't — did the judge understand you?
COUETs ' DO you have a question?

WITNESS! yes, sir-, in this question - ve had
•  • V,» fit aoing to give the complete

e  talked about it last night - I «= goi"?
tnr the iurv and the fabily I uan go9  .statement as true so for the jury an

10 ahead and list the name now.

11 ■ Q, yes, sir.

„ . Okay. The rightful name of the Lieutenant is George
11 i Thompson. • He has alias names of Williams and some more
14 ! names. George is approximately, I guess, 31, maybe 32 now.
19 • When this Whole thirig started, I - r.ore or less it was h s
16 •• desire to have money to off certain debts, and he knew
ly ! me. you know, guite well, and 1 just more or less just vent
is" : .With him for the breaking and entering purpose only, not the
19 .-actual committing murder an.d stuff, and George took certa-

„  T vou knowf carry
21 'i any knives or guns or anything. I don
22 ! that type stuffs

1  .i—o Tust take your time, ft s
23 • 0. -Just take your time. Just caxe y

24 • right.

25 '- A.
* I

Mter we were there and gained entrance to the house.

2  v.now What you would consider it while it was in his
,, ,i, ... v.= . r,l! 0,..■■!!!!« or CO,ton

■  . -

.456 ■

don't



; wittiouc* a cleat .

ntitled to all

! piobler.s vith

-1.,.
,ie for that? ■

19 I actual cocucUting ouroei

20 ' thingo that I wouldn't nortaally carry because I don't carry
21 : any knlvco or guna or anything. I don't, you know, carry
22 that typo stuff,

23 •; 0. 3ust take your time. Just take your tiao. It's all
24 i right.

25 i A. After wc were there and gained entrance to the bouse.
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S

ood — well, it was considered a weapon, but I don't1  i Geojge oseo -*• wcia#

2 ! know what you would consider it while it was in bis
3 , possession while he -as doing his opening of certain
4  arti-cies.

5  • , irtren «rs. Bryson entered the residence. I was guite
e  ̂ aways from her myself. I had no visual contact at that time
,  ' of her. George had already proceeded into the hallway and I
e  tried not to too much come out because there were - my only
9  • way of getting out without having to come in contact with

her, but when I did try to come out, George was already in
the process of committing that type of cr.im,e.

The more damaging thing that hurts me is that I
didn't physically touch her, but with some of the things
that had happened in my past. I normally exaggerate a
problem to the point where 1 copld put s.self in real deep,

16 ■ and this IS what happened. After George had finished, there
■  a thing about leaving and those other things left rn the
residence that I think that probably were overlooked: X had

it to - to you before and 1 didn't bringalready identified it to j

it forth up until today.

0. Did you actually remove anything from the residence
yourself?

23 , A. -NO, Sir. I bad too much of cold fear to even touch
24 anything.

0. Did you run out of the house?

10

11

12

If

14

15

17

18

19

.20

21

22

25
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yeah.

v.ir]. it '.i" fSf?

497



24 anything.

25 0, Did you run out of the house?

'  %t0
2i

I

I

3

4

5

6

7

0

9

10

II

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

ft.

0.

ft.

0.

ft.

0.

25 •
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yeoh.

And juop In tho

Y08.

And did George get the car and picS: yo"

yes, sir.

in other words, what you said in your statenents

about that is ~

A. yes, sir.

0. And you went on to The Game Rootn that night?
A. I went on, but later I did see George prior - after
that incident. 1 seen hi® several ti»es.
0. so that part of your statewent wasn't true?
A. Of not seeing him?

Q, Yes, sir.-

A. Kot seeing, no, because 1 had seen hi® since then. 1
had contact with hi® probably four or five Donths up to the

I was arrested for the first charge.

Q. Are you afraid of George?

A. Physically, no.

Q. Are you afraid of what might happen to you because
you've given his name?

A. Because it would involve some other things that I
aian't want to have to bring right on out into the public.
0. NOW. how long have you been over in the jail?
A, Sisteen oontha, seventeen at most.

498

0. Have you eve. been disciplined in the jail for any
infractions or anything of that nature?
A. DO you mean has the jail disciplined me?
0.

A. . 1 thinl-. the mufli discipline J had was from Eos-e
,;fr,ccr« thue that worted an my counselor for mental

,  , . 1 . , r <•■. f !"•! '.'.t < r !

1

2

3

4

5

«

1

f



25 ' A. Sixteen oontliBi ooventeen at ooet.

25
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2 ■
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0. Have ycu eves been disciplined in the jail fde any
infeactiona or onythlr.g of that, nature?

A. DO you r.ean has the jail dleclplined ce?

0. 1^®°"

A. I think the most discipline J had «as frco sose
officers there that worked as n<y counselor for cental
purposes only. counseled by three different officers
there, Including the captain.

Q. Captain Andrews?

A. yes. 1 had periods of iraybe months at a tiire where S
would go' to a depressive state, and they would co.e take s^e
out and sit and.talk with »e and work with tee as .rucb as
possible*

0. Have you been under predication for part of the tipre ,
over there?

A..

Q.

A.

0.

A.

0.

yes.

What kind of a cell have ycu been in?

I spent roughly 7 ppionths in .a single cell.
JO you ever get to go out?

I-ppi in the regular population now.
n.j>rPioa,.s then about eaerci.'e.

What are your privileges unwn

KB, SflOtniERS; Objection.

KB. KAUREY: your Honor, it's relevant to his

conduct in prison if he's confined to a sinHl® cell and he
reacts to that well. That's to be considered.

J V

COOBTj Ovoiruled, flo ahead.

A. tn the olx-aon cell I'o in- '

caercise, Play chess, stuff like that.

0. Rerrlti. l« there cm thing vast to oay to the
HryBoh loSJSy?'

A, ■ wen, n.at- Er. i'ryten. ."rs. Styaon, 5 can't say



jj (j. what oti- your privileqcB then st/Ouv oai-rcjeo.'

2j HJl. S«;SiBRHii» OBitrCliOIl.

jj P.j{. PAUSiEV: Vcur Uor.or» it's reJcvaut tc liiB

24 canOuci in prison it ho'e ooniincd to s einglo ceil «nd te
25 roacio to that «oli. That's to bo consirSort-d.

1
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e
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e
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iO
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CCL'RTs Overruled. Go ohesd.

A, in the siJi-san cell I'» in, I have the chor.ce to
exercise, play cbcso, stuff lihe that.

0. nerritt, is there an: thing y®"

Etyson fasily?

A. well, first, Kt. Sryson. Krs. Btyson, I can't say
that 1 ain't guilty of «hat happened to your aether, but 1
ap. It hurts ae because I have to looh you in the face." I

sorry. Still that don't bring bacK your aether, but if the
aeath penalty has to be given. I'll accept it because I tooh
a different attitude.

KB. kAUNEV: Thank you, 6i.r.

CP.OSB-EXAHIKATIO'.J

BV KB. EH3C SAUKDERS:

0. Kr. Drayton, «hen did your adoptive aother start
drinking?

A. '69-

Q. .And you lived with her at that tiae?
ft. yes, sit.

0. And up until that tixe you had a pretty norcal.
childhood?

A. HOW do you Boan noraai? Do you aean aentaiiy or
physically within the faally?

■ 0. well, your adoptive sotber didn't drink, did she?

11^

*
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1

2  !

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

«• ► .»« didn't, but X bad proMoss with n.yj^. At first siio oian t,

foster father.
j  ,-,«^v.nr didn't start drinking0. well, yout adoptive racther Olcin t

until 1959! is that qcrtect?
ft .

Q.

ft .

Q.

;  A.

.  0.

Yes, sit.

And you were U years old at that tie.e?
(Hods head up and down.)

b..» .M« «• """
Beyond.fifth grade.

ves. Sir. And you - you graduated fro. high school
IX I down there?

Yes, sir.

Got two years of college?
I graduated with honors at South Carolina S
^ ^ ^^,e draftir

12 , A.

13 I Q.
,, 1 . T graduateo wi".

!  , field which is just the drafting15 • years In the architectural field,
16 i part X participated in. courses, didn't
„ i Q. ' well, you had to take general college
18 [ you?

,o ^ A yes, sir.
1  ' coed those courses successfully,20 j Q. "■ ^

21 ; didn't you?
,2 i A Voo. I
,3 l o'. And .youccpletea your Progra. at south Carolina
2« i State, did you not?
25 i A. yes, sir.

coi

02 <

,  0. And when did you co.picte your prograo at South
2  Corelino Stote?

1  A. Ky progroo. was completed really ahout '76 because
4  what I woo

,  twoHth grade 1 had already proceeded that. In '85 X

imir.SM



489 (

nen?

re not

21 i <Jtdo't you^
I woB tutored at ditferent tlcea

22 , A.

23 j 0. And you coBpieted your progfo= South Caro no
2« \ State, did you not?

25 I A. 'eo, sit.

;hension

22 I G

1' ■: 0. And when'did you corplete your progroa at South
2  j Carolina State?

3  i A. Hy prograa was coapletod really about '76 beoause
4  : what I was doing was taking different courses, in the
5 i twelfth grade I had already proceeded that. In -85 I ^
6  I graduated along with niy real brother.
■7 i Q. And. in 1977 you were convicted of two counts of
8  i forgery in South Carolina too, weren't you, Ht. Drayton.

yes, sit.

And you didn't tell us about that a minute ago, did
A.

Q.

you?

I answered the questions of the specific Grimes he
asked about•

0. ,.n, ». »•" ^
South Carolina, didn't he?

yes. Forgery is there.

But you didn't tell us about that a minute ago, did

HR. HAONEV: Objection, Your Honor.

-A, If® there.
MR. HAUNEV: It's a repetitive question.
COURT! Overruled.

„ , tb. th.. yb. •' "•
j. 'i bbrnlM bb.t y«. tt.tillw to, yoo b..«. W" «" "
75 I business, didn't you?

21 !

22

23

€
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suriv!

SOS

A, tio, Sir.

0, Hel'l, you wore convicted of breaking and entoring,
weren't you?
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.e curdet

ileigh? ;

nts as to

jrt for

n to your

.ecbei.

.oril 18th?

'§WM

24 ! burning that you teatlfiad to, you broke Into that place of
25 [ business I didn't you?

11 f

A, Ko. sir.

Q. Well, you were convicted of breaking and entering*

weren't you?

A. Not there.

0. you were convicted of soue other place of breaking '

and entering in 1978?

A. There shouldn't be a breaking and entering because of

the fact that I still have the record of the case. You

..annot break into that building. It's open.

0. V7ellj you were convicted of housebreaking in Hay of

1978 in South Carolina* weren't you?

A. No.

Q. And you were convicted of larceny in May of 1978 in

South Carolina, were you not?

A. No, sir.

Q. And at that same time that you appeared in court for

those two offenses you were convicted of that burning

offense, were you not?

A. I was convicted of buttling and I think the two counts

of forgery, no breaking and entering and no larceny.

Q, And you'd already completed your college at that

time, had you not?

A, south Carolina State. The courses were you could

take in South Carolina from South Carolina state at your

school — at your high school. You're allowed to take a

.J

April

.-lift

2

3

4

5

6

5C3 i
I

certain amount of courses there to proceed out. I. along j
with my real brother, we finished higher in our classes than '
anybody. Ao a matter of fact, both of us graduated ahead of
the year wo chould have. Ke graduated early.
Q. And then after that you started coariJtting these
cr!?ofi! i that ri'jlit? M-lSi* *f¥.15



23 i ft. South Carolina State. The coureea were you could

2« toito in South Caroline itoa South Cetolino Steto at your

2S . school -- at your high school, you're allowed to take a rf®!'
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1  ; certain ar„ount of couroco there to proceed out. I, elo"9
2  i with »y real brother, ve finished higher In our classes than
3  I anybody. As a natter of fact, both of us graduated ahead of

■  4 ! the year we should have. We graduated early.
5  I 0. ' And then after that you started coronitting these
6  ■ criir.esj is that right?

, U. . I had crines on ny record before then which I was
B  I conv icted of.

9  ! Q.

I  honor student at the tine you were coaraitting10 j you were an honor scuaenu

well, it would be fair to say then, Kr. Drayton, that |

11 I these crimes; is that right?
12

13

14

IB

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

you can call it honor student. Everybody cakes
mistakes.

Q. Okay, well, yo" "ade a mistake in 1974; is that
right?

A. Ves.

Hade two more in 1977; is that right?

wm, you were convicted of foigery in '77, were you

Q.

A.

Q.

23 i Q

not?

If you look at the records, they were brought to
court in '78. The conviction was upheld in '78.

n,.h nf the prison down there.
And then after you got out of tne pn

24 Ufter you had paid your dues for those crimes, you moved to
25 j north Carolina; is that right?
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.t the cose Co
0

Yes.

0. And then In September of 1983 y°«.
,  .tuiur MllBon to death; isn't that fight?

other people, beet Artnur wj
oo bcat5'.g involved. If Y®"A  well, there weon'i no beats..g tuv

i, var.. th.M- vat one lick that killed



22 I court in '78. Thu conviction was uplieJd in *'8.
23 ' Q. Ana tbon after you got out of the prieon dovn there,
2« 1 after you bad paid your duos for tboae crlneu, you Eoved to'
as j Korth Caroains; is that

{
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c the case so ,

recording of

say questions

1  i

2  ;
\

3  ;

4  i
I

5  '
I

6

7  i

8  :

9

10

" i
i

12 I

•  1
is !

i
16 ;

" 1
18 i

19 I

20 i
!

21 i
I

22 1

23 !
!

24 S

R. Ves.

0  ' find then in September of 1983 you, along with vo

,  „.n. »■ """"

put -- Who give the fatal blow.
Q. ftnd tben.you robbed bin.; ion't that right?

jf I wanted to rob anybody - 1 can wort. I wouidn t
cob binia

He was in the .iddle of the street on Ciare=ont
Rvenue when be was beaten, isn't that right?
A.

Q.

A.

Q.

yes.

25

He was going home, wasn't he?
I don't know where he was going.
Vou didn't care, did you?

„H. KAUHEV: well, Vour Honor, object. He can
.  Knt- this* is goiR^ too far-certainly get in the convrctron, but

COURT, Ovorroled. Go ahead.
(j. Did you?

..arao This happened in a spiaR, What do you oean care? This .nap,-
second.

.  ̂ .n„ y~ '
o, - ">•'

right, Hr. Orayton?

,  R. HO, sir, vour reectds won't shc-w two ether
2  ' buildings.

3  0. Oi^oy. vou tell us
,  'four records r.hr,v it -ce a houte that were - that



;y queaticna ■  A. to yo" care? Thii. hom-wd in a ai.H
J2 Eecond.

23 0 Ofcoy. A«d

2, „erc convicted oi .urnin9 .«o ottor tolldln,.. ?oo't that
2S right* Hr. prayton?

idy talked to

505

J

2

3

4

5

1ft

7

eallY etpialn

ft. BO, Sir. yoor records von't sboi* t«o other
buildings.

0  Okay, you tell "3 vhat our records show then,
ft' your records show it «ere a house that were that
were in the process ot being bought that was caught aiire

had " th,,y didn't show It was pe. It was s<»ebo y
, . setting it. the insurance company oi the .an who owned
8  , held tie responsible because I was in the process o. buyihS

30 ^ r hh'i y- -- >•- "
11 uninhabited house, were you not?
12 ■. A. Right.
j3 . In 1985; is that right?
14 ft . That's right.
1, i 0. -d you received a three-yoar sentence lor that; rs
16 that right?

is ; r. Ana you served ti.e for that; is that right?
19 A. ■ 1 did the whole IB months for that.
•2, ^ ftnd.then while you were in the prison systen,
21 ■ Ht. Drayton, you escaped, didn't you?

If vou — at work release if you stay22 A. h'ot escape. If you ,
'f you leave your job and go sonewhere else,23 over your tiiae, ,£ yo" av""' r

3« tUftV constitute ii
25 1 Q. well, you were convicted of escape, were you

5C6

s..,,- rrial. in ordai to.  ft i,-o, 0'.;. V.-C didn't have a juri
2  bi convicted. I vould have io go before the r-y ^ -
"! f.a'. '



illy explain
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ing Be core

■ clc I sat in !

-as inside of

.1 sGse

i

,wers but now,

: to you all ,

ivecent?

ocause it was

^ggctated a

"^e actual

cosait Durdet

lot of people

entering, to

.. Bryscn's

ir.d to kill

^1
f'

he was in

49J

r.egir.nlMl^

.Hot escape.
It you " at uoik release if /e"

23 ' over^your tine, if you leave your 3cb and go aocewhere else. |
84 = they can constitute it as en escape.

25 Koll^ you were convicted of escape, were you not?

j  ft HO, sit. we didn't have a jury trial. "
, ; he convicted, 1 would have to go before the jury. 1 didn
3  have to.

vcu pled guilty to escape then, didn't you.0.

A.

Q.

A.

yes.

I

I

so you adbit you escaped; is that right?
,  ,he records show escape, but the Bopart.ent ofclrrection Charged Be With soBCthing else after! was taken

' i . o you dispute an these records
10 i Q.

■  • -.1 don't vou, Ht. Orayton?11 I that ate around, don t y
'  Tf VOU want to give

"  '• ■ - . =., "OK „
,3 ; ,...h " " "■ . 3.
3, ; 3K.I..,.o»0.UKK»-0.".0'- •• „

-1^., oive it to me, but gum - i -=give me the death penalty, give
okav? They're huaan. 1'° sorrydog BO with It. Okay? Tn y ..„,her.

« K»tl 'or that nan's sotner,, „i,e I coBBitted. !•- -try as bell -or
'  „ P to net up here and try to nake Be -ook18- 1 but ydu don't have to get up

10 1 like an animal or a dog.
,0 ! HOW. you've got the second person now. ^J^our^^
21 ! to the ocBBunity as you want then to do. Find ib- ^

ulth DO you see what I'b saying? 1 don*>•3 . It's over wltn. U" j

15

16

17

24

25

507

don't have the ,-ove, to give life cr take it. Do you
ooderstand? Vou don't. Vou, Honor. T'n nantaliy getting

■' «ha, you're doing. AH
■  , \ tX

..i"



I.

.  wall in
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beginning?

judge.

11 naces?

.id you?

stion — wo bad

give the complete

acily I ca" 5°

jtenant is George

I soae more

1, maybe 32 now.

: less it was his

jts; and he knew

ar less just went

uose onlyr not the

orge took certain

use I don't carry

you know/ carry

r time. It's all

.ance to the boose.

33 ! It's ovet with. 00 you see wnar » ..

ja : the ̂ an face to face sorry about bis sother, but guit
25 making e.e look like an anirraJ. What else do you want? vou

50"

,  aon't have the power to give life or take It. Co you ;
I  . understand? You don't. Your Honor, I'P rtentally getting
,  ,ind Of Sick Of this, vou see, because you don't have to do
4  what you're doing. All you have to do is just tell the
5  , truth and you're osaggerating a lot of i,t just so you can :
,  get the death penalty on rte. bike 1 told the .an, 1'. big
, • enough to let the jury go out and bring it back to c,e. I
8 ; can take it. You ain't a man if you just don't go ahead and
9 ' tell the truth to the jury.

HR. HAUIJBv"! Herritt.
T uiil I was convicted of

II A. But if you want tie to 1 will.
» u Raid I was convicted of, all of12 ; certain crimes that he had said I

13 ; them not. Some of them - he had two crimes that 1 didn t
1, i commit in which'he try to force me into saying I did. 1

don't ask for no mercy from you all because ho don t want r.
mercy. I have already asked the family forgiveness, an
l.m.not going to sit here and just keep begging. It's over
with and f can't bring that lady back. I'm ncrry as hell it
happened. I give them the second .person's name, and all I

^ want to do now is just go on with the trial and get it over
21 ! with and for him to get off my back, man.

HR. HAUKEYj Take a minute, Herritt, and just
settle down.

24 j 0. Are you ready?
• ft. I ain't never say I wasn't ready.

10

11

15

16

17

18

19

20

22

23

25
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iLpoo, but I don't

j»s In bSB

c! ceitaSn

5?8

.io.. ROW, you've been at the county jail, I beii-o vou
2  ' said, for slrteen months, is that right?
3  ' ft. That's right.

0  And during that whole sl.toen months time-
•  p.. oravton, you never told anyone until this morning thai



otqe took cefiain

use I don't cany

^ know, earty

r tine. It's all

ancG to the house»
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%

(jsponr but X don't j

iS in his
!

of certain

\

\
nee, I was quite !

ntact at that time

. the hallway and I
j

re were — BV only |

contact with

was already in

tite.

~e is that I

of the things

■jxeggetate a

self in teal deepf

nad finished, there

things left in the

overlooked. I

sr.d I diJn't bring

•:roc: the residence

fear to even touch
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20 ' want to do now is just go en -1th the trial and get -it ever
21 with and for hln to get off back, »aw. ^
j, Hsi. HAOKSV! Take S tnlnote, Ketrltt, and just
23 , settle down.

24 i 0. you ready?
I ain't never soy I wasn't ready.

r
508

, ! 0. »=-. " "•
I ! ..13. !'• .l"." .
3  1 ft . ' That's right.
-  i 0 And during that whole sixteen ironths tiir^,
, I oraytcn. you never told anyone until this .orning that
6  i you were sorry for that vooan's death; ran't that r g
, i .. Ml .13". »" V"

ard call that Bian's house? is that whatget on the phone and call tnat
you're ssying*

30 i 0. Vou sent for the police, didn't you?
'  ft The police is not the family.

Q. ' But you've never told anyone you were sorry for that
woman's death until this morning? • ,
ft . This is what you are saying.
0. well, I'm asking you the question.

e  I bave even spoSte toI have told a lot of. people. I
lawyers about it.

0. „ow, when you wore in her bouse on that night, you
were holding her arms, were you not?

.  T r'At on tbc st3n6* tbst,  ft . Bike I cold my lawyer when I got
; part I exaggerated a whole lot.

Q. YOU exaggerated that part?

I; riomo parts of your statement is true an. s^o of
it is not! is that right?

8

11.

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

1

22

23

24

25

ii
$kt

fi®

909

j  A, Vcfl# aSt.
• i.i- f.arTt' V'O'y xJifl'



:ca the tcaidence

to even touch

your statesents^

-pt-n to you because

20 ■ S. hi*'® 5 '.eld BV J»vy<" ' ■

21 part ! cxaggeialed a whole lot-

22 0. *0" esisggoratod tfisl part?

23 A. Ves.

2, 0. SO s.^0 F-^r.s of your statement Is true ar.d so=e of
25 it not? io that right?

1  A. yeS'

2  0. And you're picfcing out the parts now that are true
3  and that ere not true; -s that right?

•  nut I'E just telling you lifce itJ R. j'B not pidting it out. j ^ jv

5  was.

,  0. ».n. "• ""
,  "
8  death?

R, What else do you want Be to do? ^e's probably twice
10 ■ f,y site. Physically I could boat hla, but cy pomt
11 to get involved in the r.urder, but 1 did anyway by.beir.g
12 there.

13 0. That's right. And while you were watching George
U  Thoapson strangle Hrs. Bryson to death, you were ab-e to -e
15 her, were you not?

R. parts Of her. i couldn't - certain parts of hcrl
17 could see and certain parts J couldn't.
10 0. y-

19 you not?
It a.1 v**s ' iust walked'sort oi

20 A. When I first walked in, ye,,. - 3
21 back^ut 00 I didn't see it all.

■  22 0. And you watched her to continue to fight for her
23 life, did you not?

24 A h'o. T didn't stand there and watching continuously.
23 0. - Vou watched foan cone out of her pouth. did you not?

M

iT.

sit/

J  W.H. BAl=!iE'/s Ci-oeetjon' fJcr.or, he

i  atterpllt.g so ir.tisidaic '.he wjlnetc.
P? ..



;; p. ;jid you vatched hei lo coniinuf lo Mghl lor nc.

;j Iifc. did you not?

2^ ft, BO. I didn't stand tneio and watcbinsi fontsnucusJy.
23 0. you watchod roas cca.e out oi feet sooife-
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510

1  KR. RAt3«Ey= ebjecticn, Vour eonoj. He's

2  attecptinq to Intiaidote the witnecB.

3  ft. No.

^  COURT: Ovotruled.

5  0. voo vatcfeed her stay there and struggle for three
S  solid oinuteBf didn't you?

7  KB. PtDDZS-. Objection. Tcor Honor. He's astir.g
8  hitr. something that's not in evidence?

9  ft.. If you quit trying to badger rc and talV. so Jcud --
■10 just ast a question, ban. Vou don't have to iopress the
11 jury.

12 0. Vou watched her struggle for her life :or several
13 Binates?

75 ft . I've already told you no.
15 0. ROW, the part in there about the Lieutenant seeing
16 .Mrs. Bryson before this night was not true, was it?
17 A. TO a certain degree I believe he did because fee had
18 been in that, area quite a lot. There's sane houses -
19 there's a house on the' corner that he had normally went to.
20 I'» not goinq to say for what business or nothing, but I
2, have fcnown for that feet that he has been in that co^unity.
22 Q. Where does George,Thoapson live. Kr. Drayton?
23 R. HO used to live on Clarecont. He has quite a few
24 alias Races.

25 (,. Uh-huh. well, is that the correct nase?

499

.> to

511

A, Vo», that'a the correct nane he went fey at the
2  aeldresw be stayed at.

3  p. And you don't fenov. where fee Jsvea f.o'w?



JJ Q. WliPlv (!0fl> Ccoigi- TfiOftpson iivv, r.> .

yj H„ Ufitfd JO Sive on CSinwoni. Ho no» ^

S<3 a!is» nasos.

35 0. Uh-fiuh. weSU SB that the eore<s-sJ r.cr.®'

sn

1

2

3

4

5

E

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

IV

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

A. VcB, that's the correct nsEe Sit- vent by et the
address Sis stayed at.

Q. Ar.d you don't fenou wSietc he lives r.o-.-i7
A. I've been In jail 1® ecnths.

KB. SAUKDEHS! I S'^ve enyuore questjcns,

Youf Konoi•

KB. KAUKEy; Cooe down Berritt. ThanH ycu.

Dr. Warren.

■  COURT! Before you call hij», it oisht be a 5ood

tiM to give-the jury a short recess.

HR. HAUUEVs Kay X approach the bench, your

Honor?

COURT! Ves, sir

(Discussion at the bench.)

COURT: Kenibers of the jury, I'° 50-"5 to give

you a iq-oinute recess. The nest two witnesses need to get
out fairly soon so take a lO-ainutc recess and don't talk
about the case among yourselves or anybody else. Be back in

.  10 minutes.

(A corning recess was ta'Ken.)

COURT: Please bring the jury back, Raaao

Sheriff.

(The jury and the. alternates were brought into

the courtroom.)

■  HR. SAOHDERS-. Vour Honor. I'd lifc® '-o =

MalSi®
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Merritt Williams Phone Calls from Prison 

1 

 

 DATE/TIME TO RELEVANT PORTION 

1. 4/10/2016 

20:28:56 
Suzanne Carter 

(Fiancé) 
 Williams discusses paperwork he is sending to Carter about his case that mentions 

someone he was going to marry but testified against him. He indicates he doesn’t have 

any ill will towards this woman but doesn’t want anything to do with her.  

2.  4/12/2016 

19:41:34 
Suzanne Carter 

(Fiancé) 
 Williams discusses paperwork he is sending to Carter regarding the Wilson case. He 

says there were two women a football field length away from the scene of the murder, 

which is impossible.  

 Williams says “The only paperwork they have to review with me is actually one thing 

that nobody had until lately – the autopsy report that disappeared. Because they said we 

stomped and beat him to death – I mean a brutal murder. And guess what? The man did 

not have a scar on his body. Not a scar. Period. Nothing—not a scratch on his body. And 

then this one female, cause she seen the body because she knew him—she went to the 

trunk of her car and got a pillow and put it up under his head and she left and went to 

call the police, but she never came back. All these people on the crime scene at the same 

identical time and nobody seen each other. That’s crazy.” 

 Carter asks Williams if he knew the people that were killed. He answers: “The old 

man? No, I actually didn’t know him. I know his son. I know the son, but I didn’t 

know him. And the second murder, the other murder—while I was in jail, they were 

trying to solve a murder and they had like eight of us in jail for murder and they came 

and got hair samples from everybody. Well my hair was similar to one they claimed 

they got at the crime scene. Now don’t scream when I tell you this—I went to jury trial 

and they found me guilty. I go to the CP. I do 18 months. During the course of time, 

the 18 months, a guy came out of New York and turned himself in for the murder, gave 

a statement saying that I wasn’t his crime partner and told who his crime partner was. 

Now, the investigation in 2004 by a reporter, she found his crime partner. They both 

cleared me. The DA wouldn’t even budge on my case. The DA said he didn’t want to 

hear it. He thought he had who he wanted to and that he was going to stay in as long as 

he lived—after these people turned themselves in. Now, I wanted a blood test because 

I have lupus. I have a double strand of DNA. They wouldn’t even do the blood test. 

But, the Innocence Inquiry Commission took the case up because they found some 

stuff that was hid for the longest. I mean the DA hid a lot of stuff. It was all about two 

people: Darryl Hunt and Sammy Mitchell. I knew them. He always wanted to lock 

them up. Always—he even said it in his reports. He chased them down for like 30 

years and he finally got them, but I got caught in the crosshairs too. Now I’m mad 



Merritt Williams Phone Calls from Prison 
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 DATE/TIME TO RELEVANT PORTION 

about it, but what’s the point in being mad. I can’t do anything. I’m not as mad as I 

should be because now I feel I have a chance to get my life back on track, so I’m 

alright with that.” 

 Williams discusses the Wilson case. “I forgive them, but the woman who I was going 

to marry—I find it hard to forgive her. Of all the people, why she would turn like that, 

I just don’t know.” “You believe—this woman I used to have, she was sweet. I had left 

her for this woman and I’m going to explain something to you. She came to my house 

on a Saturday and told me to get out of the bed with that woman in the bed you’ve got 

in there with you now because you’re going to be in jail for the rest of your life if you 

don’t come and go with me. Guess what? She told me that on a Saturday and the next 

weekend I was in jail.” 

3.  4/15/2016 

18:23:39 
Suzanne Carter 

(Fiancé) 
 Williams discusses Darryl Hunt and the Arthur Wilson case: “They tried to say that I 

confessed to it, but there was no live statement, no recording or nothing at all in the 

case—the whole case. For that, I went to trial again in Hickory, where he got acquitted 

at. You got that one? You read that? The Arthur Wilson case—he got acquitted on the 

Arthur Wilson case. That’s the case we had—the same evidence they used in my case, 

they had on him.” 

 Williams discusses Darryl Hunt and Sammy Mitchell: “How I got trapped into 

everything was because of Deborah Sykes murder. They actually probably knew they 

were going to let him go. But his reputation in the community along with Mitchell had 

exploded. I knew them, but they weren’t like people said they were. They weren’t bad 

and they weren’t hoodlums and stuff like that. It was never like that.” 

 Williams discusses the Arthur Wilson case: “That’s what I’m supposed to be part of, but 

never was. Don’t even know the man—never met him. Now if you’ve got that article 

and you keep on reading, you’ll find witnesses, you’ll find two women that were a 

football field length away and you’ll find one, Mattie Davis that was six feet away, but 

if you keep on reading, you’ll see that there were two cars. And in the process of the two 

cars, there were five people. So there’s eight people who seen the murder at the same 

time. But, nobody seen each other. Everybody was at the crime scene at the same 

identical time—impossible and they know it. It was never about the murder. It was never 

about anything, but convicting us all for that murder.” 

 Williams discusses the Arthur Wilson case: There were no bruises, no marks, nothing 

from an axe handle at all—showed none of that. That’s what the crazy part about it. 
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There were different versions being written about it, but the part I’m sending you showed 

that [Wilson] had no scars on his body because if you [inaudible] and kick a man he 

would have bruises. He had none. No blood had left his body. That’s the crazy part. It’s 

a mess.” 

 Williams discusses the Blanche Bryson case: “There’s a murder that’s not listed that you 

won’t be able to get to till it’s over with. You’ll get it before it’s over with—you’ll see 

it. But the other murder involved a guy that killed this woman while I was in jail on this 

first murder. They had me do a hair sample—comb my hair out so they could compare 

it. Well they compared it with the hair that they found on the scene and they said that 

the hair was similar. So they indicted me on that murder, but after I went to CP, someone 

turned themselves in for it, got a life sentence and they got out. I had seen him before 

too. It’s a whole tangled up mess. That’s all it is.” 

4. 8/8/2017 

15:45:03 
Suzanne Carter 

(Fiancé) 
 Williams says “I’m not depressed. I’m pissed. And [the psychiatrist Ms. Walker] said, 

‘What? About being incarcerated?’ And I said, ‘Yeah, for something I didn’t do. Hell 

yeah, I’m depressed about that. She said, ‘Well, we’re going to see what we can do.’” 

5. 1/10/2018 

20:01:24 
Suzanne Carter 

(Fiancé) 
 During this call, he gives Carter Robbin Carmichael’s name.   

6. 1/11/2018 

21:19:52 
Suzanne Carter 

(Fiancé) 
 Carter says she looked for Carmichael and didn’t find anything. Williams says “I’ll tell 

you how you can do it. Look for Blanche Bryson. Google that name. That’s where to 

find it…that’s supposed to be the woman that was killed. Pull that up and you’ll find 

everything on that.” 

7.  2/5/2018 

10:03:08 
Suzanne Carter 

(Fiancé) 
 Williams discusses the Sykes case and Robbin Carmichael: “Well they fooled you 

because you were thinking this was the Sykes murder. Everybody try to put me with the 

Sykes murder, but not at all. See that’s the thing, it was two murders, but not the Sykes 

murder. The Sykes murder is what you call a ploy that they tried, they almost had me on 

that one, but no, I had nothing to do with that. And the one they taking me back now—

he came and turned himself in.” 

 Carter discusses Robbin Carmichael: “And I can’t find anything on him. I can’t find 

nothing on him at all. I can’t find his name on the internet nowhere except on Facebook 

and I don’t even know if it’s him because the Carmichael, Robin Carmichael is a famous 

football player or something like that—he did sports and I can’t find anything about if 

there was a trial of any sort where he was convicted or put in prison. I can’t find anything. 

And I don’t know where else to look.” 



Merritt Williams Phone Calls from Prison 

4 

 

 DATE/TIME TO RELEVANT PORTION 

 Williams discusses the Bryson case: “Now they claimed this is what I said—holding her 

hands. Now they did an autopsy report and they kept it hidden from me. Come to find—

the woman didn’t have no bruises around her neck and it was inconsistent with what you 

just read because if you hold somebody and they struggle—your hand will bruise.” “She 

would bruise. There were no bruise marks or nothing else. Now she had skin on her 

fingernails of another person. So that means that nobody could have been holding her 

hands…they didn’t test that skin, all these years, they never tested it. That would have 

given them who done it besides the person who turned himself in. That would give them 

the second person. The Innocence Inquiry Commission took care of that so I’m alright.” 

8. 4/4/2019 

9:29:53 
Suzanne Carter 

(Fiancé) 
 Williams discusses a phone call he had with his attorney about the upcoming 

Commission interview and how it will work.  

9. 4/4/2019 

13:08:31 
Suzanne Carter 

(Fiancé) 
 Williams discusses upcoming Commission interview. He indicates he is going to do 

some reading beforehand to make sure he has everything together. Carter indicates that 

Williams’ attorney said that Williams will need to answer all questions during the 

interview because he signed a waiver.  

10. 4/12/2019 

10:22:50 
Suzanne Carter 

(Fiancé) 
 Williams discusses Commission interviews with Carter. He indicates he went through 

everything from both cases.  

11. 5/1/2019 

15:13:41 
Suzanne Carter 

(Fiancé) 
 Carter tells Williams about the phone call from Commission staff. She tells him the 

questions she was asked (about Williams asking her to contact or research anyone). She 

says she hoped she hadn’t said anything different than what Williams had told the 

Commission. Williams asks her to call Julie Boyer to tell her about the phone call. 

12. 5/7/2019 

12:10:01 
Suzanne Carter 

(Fiancé) 
 Carter tells Williams that she called Julie Boyer about the phone call from Commission 

staff. She indicates Boyer was not concerned about the phone call and Carter says she 

was not concerned about the phone call either because she had answered all the questions 

to the best of her abilities.  
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF FORS YTH

IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE

SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION

86 CRS 018809

86 CRS 031738

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA,

MERRITT WILLIAMS DRAYTON

)
)  AFFIDAVIT OF ATTORNEY CHARLES
)  REDDEN

))
))

NOW COMES Charles R. Redden being first been duly sworn, who deposes and says the
following:

1. I was an attorney licensed to practice law in North Carolina. I practiced law in
North Carolina for 49 years and retired in 2018 .

2. I represented Merritt Mlliams Drayton along with Kevin Mauney in the Blanche
Bryson and Arthur Wilson cases.

3. I was contacted by the North Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission in 2018
regarding my files related to this case. Commission Grant Staff Attorney Catherine
Matoian provided me with Waivers of Procedural Safeguards executed by Merritt
Williams Drayton for the Blanche Bryson and Arthur Wilson cases.

4. I have searched all places in which I can recall storing files and I no longer retain
any files related to my practice.

5. I am confident that I am no longer in possession of any files related to the above
referenced case.

6. I do not recall knowing that Robbin Carmichael was convicted in the Blanche
Bryson case in 1988, after Merritt Williams Drayton was convicted in 1987.

7. As I recall, Mr. "Mlliams Drayton did not confess his guilt to me in the Arthur
Wilson case.



8. As I recall, Mr. William Drayton did not confess his guilt to me in the Blanche
Bryson case.

FURTHER THE AFFIANT SAYETH NOT.

jiJL,
This the j^^S^day of August, 2018.

arles Redden

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF

Sworn to and subscribed before me,

this Cg'^day of 2018.

(Seal)

Notary Public

My Commission Expires: ig? \ \

QENA D. COOK
Notary Pi*)l!c - Worti CaroWna

Foreytfi County
I M/ Coiat^iabn Ejohw j 2_ ] S )2®-0
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MEMORANDUM 

To: 

From: 

Subject: 

Mickey Hobson 
Case Analyst 

Jim Goff R-15 
Greensboro PRAC 

Robbin Carmichael 
21062-34 
UCR: Life 

CRIME VERSION 
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The following information was obtained fran the Forsyth COUnty Clerk ,·~ . oh'ree, . 
a corrplaint report of Officer J. Leach of the Winston-Salem Police Deparbnent 
and from a conversation with Detective Ken Bishop of the Winston-Salem Police. 

There were 5 counts of breaking, entering and larceny which were consolidated 
for judgerrent. These 5 counts of breaking and entering all involve the subject 
breaking into the Benton Convention Center located at 301 West 5th Street in 
Winston-Salem. Subject corrmitted the break-ins betwee.z:1 January 2 , 1988, and 
February 1 , 198'8 . In each instance the subject gained entrance into a conference 
roan of the Convention Center where a business organization was holding sare type 
of event. Subject did steal display i terns fran the Convention Center. Taken were 
$300 in cash and currency from the N. C. Association of Nurserymen, a gas generator 
valued at $500, the property of Western North Carolina Forklift, a microwave oven, 
the property of Jane Fulp, valued at $167 , and 2 Akai cassette decks, the property 
of Carolina Audio, valued at $1, 200. In each instance there was no damage done to 
the doors showing forced entry. It did appear that the subject had used a key to 
gain entry. First there were no leads in regards to these breakins but later Robbin 
Cannichael was questioned as a suspect and on March 9 , 1988 , subject was questioned 
by Detective Hairston of the ~vinston-Salem Police Depart::Jnent. Subject carmichael 
confessed to possessing a master key to the Benton Convention Center, entering the 
rocms in question and stealing merchandise. The items stolen in some cases were 
sold to pawn shops and to individuals. Sane of the i terns were recovered but it is 
not known to this officer if all items taken were recovered. On the 5 counts of 
breaking and entering, subject did enter a plea of guilty, charges \'lere consolidated 
for judgement and on 06/27/88, subject ~s sentenced to 10 vears in prison which was 
ordered to be served at the expiration of the life sentence received at this same date . 

Regard to the 3 docket numbers involving the 2nd degree murder , they are all related 
to one incident. On 12/10/85, subjec~_ qid break _in to the residence of Blanche Bryson 
l ocated at 2705 Gilmer Avenue, Winston-Salem. Subject did break in to the residence 
berween 8:00 and 8:45 P. M. on the lOth of December. Along with subject carmichael, 
a Merritt Drayton also broke into this residence. Subjects broke into the residence 
with the intent to carmit larceny. The 2 subjects were going through the residence 
looking for items to steal when the victim, Blanche Bryson, a 68 year-old retired 
school cafeteria worker returned heme. It was reported that she surprised the 2 
subjects in her home and that the subject Merritt Drayton did strangle her with a lamp 
cord. 

Distribution: Or iginal and 1st Copy - Parole Analyst 
2nd and 3rd Copy · DOP · Classification 
4th Copy · Investigating PPO 000015 
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To: 

Fran: 

Mickey Hobson 
Case Analyst 

Jim Goff - R-15 

Subject : Robbin Carmichael 
21062-34 

Subjects then left the scene and did steal Ms . B:ryson ' s 1972 Buick Skylark. 
The vehicle was recovered at a location away frcm the residence where it had 
been abandoned. 

Detective Bishop inforrred me that this case had been unsolved for over 2 years 
due to lack of any evidence. Detective Bishop said that subject Carmichael was 
being interviewed in reference to the breaking and enterings when he told 
detectives that he had infonnation about a murder if they wanted to work out 
a deal maybe. The detectives stated to give them the information that he knew 
and they could see what they might could work out. Detective Bishop said that 
he listened to subject Carmichael and that when he started talking 1 he realized 
he was talking about the Blanche Bryson murder and the rrore he heard him say 
that the more he realized that this subject had to had been there to know the 
information that he knew. Detective Bishop said that Merritt Drayton confessed 
to actually strangling the victim but the role of Robbin Carmichael was never 
really clear other than the fact that he was in the residence at the tima of her 
murder. Subjects fled the scene in Ms. Bryson ' s car and the case went unsolved 
until subject Carmichael was questioned on other crimes in March of this year. 

On 06/27/88 1 subject did enter a plea of guilty to the charge of 2nd degree 
murder 1 2nd degree burgla:ry and auto larceny. • Upon the plea of guilty , subject 
was sentenced to life in prison . 
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Subject: Robbin Cannichael 
21062-34 

References and Comments: 

Detective Bishop stated that this case was a difficult one to solve due to a lack 
of ev,idence. He said that finger prints had been lifted fran Ms. Bryson's 
residence that were never identified. He said that when carmichael was finger 
printed after Seing arrested on the felony breaking and entering charges, they 
found· that his prints did match those that had never been identified. Detective 
Bishop also told me that Ms. Bryson had been at bridge club ard carne hare and 
surprised these 2 subjects wh0 were in her residence in an attercpt to camlit 
burglary. He did not give a specific recc:mrendation for or against parole. 

PPO's Recommendation and Comments: 

Parole is not recamended due to the nature· of the criire. 

JG:nbt 

Distribution: Original and 1st Copy - Parole Analyst 
2nd Copy - Investigating PPO 

.. .. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
In September 2007, representatives of the City of Winston-Salem, North Carolina, contacted 
Risk Management Associates, Inc. (RMA) regarding the submission of a response to a Request 
for Proposals directed to qualified organizations by the City. The scope of work, although not 
thoroughly defined, sought an assessment of the current operations, administration, and 
management of the Winston-Salem Police Department’s (WSPD) Criminal Investigative 
Division (CID) by an independent outside body. Upon reviewing the proposed tasks and after 
discussing their expectations with Winston-Salem city staff, RMA believed that it was uniquely 
qualified to provide the services requested in the Request for Proposal. 
 
Risk Management Associates, Inc. has provided unbiased and independent security consulting 
and investigative services since 1988 to a wide variety of clients throughout the United States. 
RMA has conducted criminal, civil and administrative investigations of all types and as law 
enforcement officers and private investigators collectively over the past 40 years, RMA staff 
investigators have conducted literally thousands of criminal investigations. This investigative 
experience include homicides, assaults, sex crimes, narcotics violations, burglaries, larcenies, 
fraud and most other types of crime. With backgrounds in federal, state, county and municipal 
law enforcement agencies, RMA consultants have a broad range of experience with the policies 
and procedures used in the administration and management of police functions. RMA staff 
investigators have broad and extensive training and experience in supervisory, management and 
command staff roles. 
 
In recent years RMA investigations have included sensitive inquiries regarding the conduct, 
ethical behavior, and reputation of police chiefs; a CEO of an international corporation; 
government managers purported to have created hostile working environments; and the 
executive director of a non-profit who was accused of professional and personal misconduct. 
Investigators were able to successfully meet the clients’ objectives in very dynamic venues and 
often with conflicting political forces engaged in the process. This practical experience combined 
with a broad understanding of the nuances of organizational culture and the criminal justice 
system has permitted RMA to conduct unbiased and independent inquiries and to provide the 
client with a factual basis that enabled them to make necessary and appropriate administrative 
and personnel decisions.  
 
RMA investigators have years of experience in conducting all types of investigations in both 
public and private sector organizations. The principal investigators assigned to this project 
included a retired Special Agent with the North Carolina State Bureau of Investigation whose 
duties included investigations of allegations of public corruption, misconduct involving law 
enforcement officers, as well as criminal and narcotics cases across North Carolina.  
The team also included a retired Captain from the City of Raleigh Police Department, the current 
President of Risk Management Associates, with over 30 years of investigative experience. He 
served as the Captain of the Investigative Division and as the C.A.L.E.A. Accreditation 
Manager. He also commanded the Internal Affairs Unit which investigated both administrative 
and criminal complaints involving members of that agency.  
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Another member of the team is a recently retired Lieutenant from the Cumberland County 
Sheriff’s Department who commanded that Detective Division and who has practical experience 
with electronic police administration and case management programs and systems. RMA has 
also contracted with the Director of the City/County Bureau of Identification in Raleigh, NC, to 
participate in the assessment of the client’s depth of understanding and utilization of the science 
and technology associated with the criminal investigative process. These consultants were 
supported by several other members of the RMA team with additional law enforcement and 
private sector experience. 
 
Details of RMA’s experience and qualifications and the proposed investigative approach for 
meeting the requirements of the scope of work in this matter were submitted to the Office of the 
City Manager of Winston-Salem in a written proposal on September 26, 2007. On October 24, 
2007, RMA was invited to make an oral presentation to members of the City Manager’s review 
committee and to answer questions regarding RMA’s qualifications and proposed approach to 
the project. 
 
RMA was awarded the project and entered into the appropriate contractual arrangements 
following Winston-Salem City Council approval on November 12, 2007. The review of relevant 
documents, policies and procedures began immediately. A timetable for site visits and interviews 
was agreed upon and a date for the anticipated completion of the report was projected. Following 
the award of the contract, RMA requested an opportunity to meet with the members of the 
Winston-Salem City Council, either individually or in small group sessions. The request for 
proposals made it clear that although the City Manager was responsible for identifying and 
selecting the consultant for this project, the members of the City Council were to be considered 
the client. 
 
In any consulting project, it is imperative that the expectations and concerns of the client be 
integrated into the scope of work and methodology. It is through direct and ongoing 
communication with the client that consultants become aware of imbedded issues that are 
relevant to the project, perceptions and beliefs held by the client regarding events related to the 
project, and what the client expects of the consultant as the project moves forward.  
RMA scheduled meetings with Council members in three small group sessions in order to solicit 
their input, feedback, and expectations. It was anticipated that they would represent their 
constituencies in this matter. Six City Council members met in small group sessions with a RMA 
consultant on December 3, 2007. Council members described several interrelated events which 
occurred over time and which have brought into question the quality and integrity of the 
investigative process in the Criminal Investigative Division of the WSPD.  
 
The general consensus among the Council members interviewed was that the purpose of this 
project was to identify any practices, management failures, or influences currently existing 
within the CID function that could adversely affect the pursuit of justice in the investigation of 
crimes reported by citizens of Winston-Salem. Two Council members strongly suggested that 
public input and concerns regarding the practices of the WSPD investigative process be heard 
first hand by consultants through some type of public forum. This change of scope was later 
negotiated with the City Manager’s Office and included in the methodology used by consultants. 
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The following report documents the investigative approach, related matters, and the findings and 
recommendations as defined in the scope of work mutually agreed upon during this process. The 
remainder of this report is divided into four sections with addenda. Before examining the body of 
the report, it is recommended that the reader become familiar with the specifics of the RFP for 
this project and RMA’s proposal in response to that solicitation.  
 
Section One of this report describes this scope of work and the approach taken by RMA to 
address the expectations of the client. Section One also discusses the methodology used to gather 
information and to determine the facts and circumstances in order to fully understand the current 
investigative practices related to the tasks set forth in the RFP. 
 
Section Two of the report will provide important background information regarding the matters 
under review to ensure a clear understanding and common frame of reference from which logical 
and reasonable conclusions can be made. The commissioning of an independent civilian body to 
assess the credibility of a law enforcement entity by a political unit is an unusual occurrence. It is 
within this frame of reference that the events, circumstances, and imbedded issues leading to the 
decision to initiate this project should be clearly understood.  
 
Section Three begins with some general discussion of the process used by law enforcement 
agencies to assign resources to the criminal investigative function. Various standards and best 
practices that ensure the thoroughness and integrity of the investigative process are discussed.  A 
description of the process used by the Winston-Salem Police Department to investigate crimes 
reported to them will be provided. The focus will be on those cases directed to or selected by the 
Department’s Criminal Investigative Division for follow-up investigation. This section examines 
the relationship between the CID function and the criminal justice system in Forsyth County and 
includes discussion of information presented at the Public Forum and related follow-up. 
 
Section Four contains the consultants’ findings and recommendations regarding the Criminal 
Investigative Division. This section will also contain the assessment of the Identification 
Division with findings and recommendations specific to it. The addenda to the report contain a 
listing of the people with whom investigators communicated and a catalog of the relevant 
documents reviewed and considered during the study. 
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SCOPE OF WORK AND METHODOLOGY 
 
In the solicitation for this project, Winston-Salem City officials expressed a belief that the 
WSPD would benefit from a “top to bottom review/inspection of CID.” In that solicitation and in 
follow-up conversations with various City officials, there were also references to the findings 
and recommendations made by the Sykes Administrative Review Committee (SARC) as 
important considerations that RMA consultants should understand in defining the scope of work. 
These findings and recommendations are discussed in more detail in a following section of this 
report.  
 
In the proposal, the City of Winston Salem was provided with a comprehensive description of 
the activities that RMA planned to satisfy the scope of work and to meet the expectations of the 
clients and the methodology that would be used to gather the information necessary to 
accomplish those objectives. RMA’s approach is based upon the concept that in order to assure 
the quality and integrity of an investigation, it must be thoroughly and accurately reported in a 
timely manner and this should be documented in the official case report on file with the law 
enforcement agency. It is an accepted police practice that the detective/investigator assigned to 
review and follow-up on a crime be responsible for ensuring the appropriate documentation of all 
investigative efforts related to that case. Normally, policies and procedures are in place to guide 
that process and supervisors are responsible for overseeing the work of the investigators who 
report to them and for reviewing the written reports documenting that activity. RMA’s goal is to 
determine if the policies and procedures intended for use to guide investigative activity in the 
CID are appropriate, if they are being followed, and if the resulting investigative reports are a 
reflection of best practices.  
 
The SARC also contains a number of findings and recommendations that the WSPD should 
consider regarding their investigative activities. Wherever applicable, the consultants also 
assessed the degree of compliance with those recommendations. 
 
RMA reviewed the process and procedures used to select investigators; their experience and 
training; their performance measurements and supervision; and the structure, management and 
oversight of the investigative function in general. RMA reviewed policies and procedures used 
by the WSPD and assessed their application in establishing guidelines for the initial police report 
of an incident, the associated preliminary investigation, case review and assignment criteria, and 
case disposition.  
 
The ultimate goal was to determine if the product of the CID function, the case file, demonstrates 
a fair, objective, and professional effort by the WSPD to facilitate justice and the successful 
prosecution of those persons responsible for the crimes reported to them. The review of those 
documents and reports and a thorough, unbiased evaluation of the quality and depth of the 
investigative activity documented therein served to guide the analysis by RMA.  
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In addition to the interviews with the City Council members, consultants spoke with both the 
City Manager and Deputy City Manager, the liaison with RMA, regarding the tasks, objectives 
and expectations of the project. Consultants met with the Chief of Police and her top Assistants 
who assured RMA of complete co-operation including unrestricted assess to the people, 
documents, and case files. Consultants interviewed the CID command staff, supervisory 
personnel, and a number of investigators. Other police officers and support personnel associated 
with the investigative function were interviewed including the records section manager, evidence 
custodian, Internal Affairs commander, patrol supervisors, the Assistant City Attorney advising 
the WSPD on legal matters, the Court Liaison Officer, the Accreditation Manager, the 
Department’s Senior Systems Analyst, and the Captain responsible for training. 
 
Specific attention was given to evaluating the Identification Division (ID), the crime scene 
investigation function of the WSPD. The level of application of science and technology and the 
availability of ID services to assist and compliment the criminal investigative function was 
examined during the assessment process. In consultation with a recognized expert in crime scene 
investigation and the management of ID units, Risk Management Associates evaluated the extent 
of involvement and the contribution to the investigative process in the WSPD. This vital 
component of the inquiry was a valuable and unique facet of our evaluation of the CID 
investigative function and the quality of the end product produced by the assigned investigators.  
 
Consultants participated in a Public Forum sponsored by the City for the purpose of receiving 
input and feedback directly from the citizens of Winston-Salem regarding their contact with the 
CID function of the WSPD. Citizens were given the opportunity to discuss their experiences and 
perceptions either in a public setting or in a private session with consultants. During the meeting, 
approximately forty citizens spoke publicly or privately with consultants about a wide range of 
topics ranging from their overall view of the police department’s performance to specific 
criminal offenses investigated by the CID. Consultants also followed up on requests from 
citizens to contact them after the public forum and received several independent phone calls from 
other citizens. Consultants evaluated this information and any that was relevant to the scope of 
work was considered and included in the finding and recommendations. Other information 
regarding the police department or other criminal justice functions that was judged not to be 
relevant to the scope of work was summarized and passed on to the City Manager’s Office for 
appropriate consideration.  
 
RMA consultants selected for review a sample of CID investigative case reports on file in the 
WSPD records section. The department had no advance knowledge of which reports would be 
reviewed. Every effort was made to select a cross section of cases including a sampling of 
reports by individual detectives, types of crimes, and eventual dispositions. The selection process 
was not designed or intended to be a statistically valid sampling of cases or variables, but was 
intended to provide a general reflection of the quality of work documented in the official files. 
The performance and competence of any individual investigator was not the focus of the case 
review process. Rather, these cases were reviewed in an effort to gauge the overall application of 
accepted police investigative and case management practices. 
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Consultants spent a total of nine days in Winston-Salem conducting associated interviews, 
reviewing and collecting documents, making independent observations, and meeting with 
citizens, City Council members, and representatives of the District Attorney’s and Public 
Defender’s offices. The information and details gathered during these visits were thoroughly 
analyzed and evaluated over the next several weeks using RMA’s peer review process. The 
RMA peer review process is used in all consulting and investigation projects. By mutually 
challenging assessments and conclusions, consultants remained open minded and unbiased in 
their findings and practical and reasonable in their recommendations for change or improvement.  
Risk Management Associates is fully aware of the social and politically charged issues imbedded 
in the events leading up to the commissioning of this project. RMA recognizes the commitment 
by the client to ensure that the citizens of Winston-Salem receive a report that is not influenced 
by any special interests. For over twenty years, Risk Management Associates, Inc. has provided 
its clients with independent, impartial and unprejudiced services and advice and has endeavored 
to conduct this inquiry thoroughly and to report it accurately and with attention to relevant detail. 
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FRAME OF REFERENCE 
 
To understand the commissioning of this study and its scope, the reader must become generally 
familiar with the arrest, the convictions, imprisonment, and eventual exoneration of Darryl Hunt 
for the 1984 rape and murder of Deborah Sykes. Mr. Hunt declared his innocence throughout his 
ordeal although the Winston-Salem Police Department, State Bureau of Investigation, the 
Forsyth County District Attorney’s Office, more than one jury, and numerous judicial officials 
were convinced otherwise. His cause was championed by family, friends, attorneys, and the 
Innocence Project. After DNA testing identified the actual guilty party, Mr. Hunt was eventually 
released from prison in December 2004. The State of North Carolina officially declared his 
innocence with a pardon by the Governor. The City of Winston-Salem later reviewed their 
potential civil liability and entered into a financial settlement agreement with Mr. Hunt and his 
attorneys.  
 
In July of 2005, the City of Winston-Salem commissioned a thorough and complete review of 
the circumstances that lead to Mr. Hunt’s arrest and conviction. The Sykes Administrative 
Review Committee (SARC) report was released to the public in early 2007. The report cited 
numerous investigative and management failures present in the WSPD’s Criminal Investigative 
Division during the mid-1980’s that were believed to be significant contributors to the arrest, 
conviction, and nearly twenty year imprisonment of an innocent man. The report also points out 
prosecutorial issues involving the Forsyth County District Attorney’s Office, as well as its 
relationship with the WSPD, that could have contributed to the failure of the criminal justice 
system to recognize the fact that an innocent man was aggressively prosecuted for a crime 
committed by someone else.  
 
The SARC report includes a section where the “Current Practices of the Police Department are 
Contrasted with those of 1984” suggesting that policing and investigative practice have changed 
over the past twenty years leading to the improvement of the quality and effectiveness of those 
efforts. In the report, the City Manager also presents his findings and makes numerous 
recommendations for improvements and changes in the way that the WSPD investigates, 
documents, and manages criminal investigations. The report includes a recommendation that an 
outside independent firm conduct a “top to bottom review/inspection” of the CID. The City 
Manager makes a commitment that a six and twelve month review of the progress towards 
implementing his recommendations will be conducted.  
 
The concerns that were raised by the SARC regarding the culture and management of the CID 
during the window of time that it was evaluated begged the question, “Are there other innocent 
people in prison today whose arrests, prosecutions and convictions resulted from the same 
circumstances as pointed out in the SARC report?” A review of cases and convictions from that 
time period brought into question the investigative process that resulted in the 1997 conviction of 
Kalvin Smith for the 1995 robbery and assault of Jill Marker. An administrative review of that 
case was initiated by the City Manager’s Office and conducted by the WSPD during the spring 
and summer of 2007. That review was deemed by the Manager to be lacking in detail and the 
expected independence.   
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At the direction of the City Council, an independent review by a citizen’s committee similar in 
composition and scope as the SARC was recommended. This review process was authorized by 
a City Council resolution and has begun. The City Manager also determined that it would be 
appropriate to expedite the process of soliciting firms to conduct the inspection of the CID 
function recommended in the SARC report.  
 
In the fall of 2007, at the direction of the City Council, the City Manager sought out an 
independent and unbiased review of the Criminal Investigative Division to comply with the 
commitment made in the SARC report. The commissioning of this project is in response to that 
directive. Risk Management Associates, Inc. recognizes the atmosphere of controversy and 
mistrust, of not only the integrity of the CID and WSPD, but the fairness of the criminal justice 
system as a whole in Forsyth County that is unfortunately imbedded in the minds of some 
portion of the community. From the outset of this project, some stakeholders have openly 
questioned the ability of the RMA consultants to present an unbiased product. With this in mind, 
as consultants gathered the information for this report, evaluated that information, discussed the 
findings, and developed recommendations, they constantly challenged themselves and each other 
to consider all possibilities, remain impartial, and provide to the City Council a report that 
demonstrates a factual, unprejudiced review for their consideration.  
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GENERAL DISCUSSION 
 
The Winston-Salem Police Department has a long history of professionalism and commitment to 
the citizens of Winston-Salem to provide effective law enforcement services. The department has 
been recognized by the Commission on the Accreditation of Law Enforcement Agencies 
(C.A.L.E.A.) as an accredited organization since 1997. This process validates that the agency has 
an established organizational structure, related management processes and oversight, policies and 
procedures, and the community engagement that meets nationally recognized law enforcement 
standards.  
  
Like most local police departments, the WSPD depends primarily on the resources allocated 
through the City budget process for funding, with some supplemental assistance through state, 
and federal grant monies for specialized positions or services. Manpower, equipment, staffing 
decisions, and the allocation of other resources to meet the demand for law enforcement services 
are directly dependent upon the funding provided by the City. Like most public sector 
organizations, police departments are called upon to do more with less and there are always 
trade-offs when management prioritizes its use of those limited resources.  
 
The following description of the organizational structure and police processes currently in place 
at the WSPD is offered to provide the reader with an understanding of the circumstances under 
which the investigation of a crime reported to the WSPD becomes the responsibility of the 
agency’s Criminal Investigation Division (CID). The scope of work for this project was the work 
product of the CID, not an evaluation of the entire police organization. It is important that the 
reader understand the dynamic environment in which a “case” becomes the responsibility of an 
individual investigator and those dependent variables that could affect the outcome of that 
investigation. 
 
Police calls for service (911) or other non-emergency circumstances are normally dispatched to a 
patrol officer. Traditionally, the officers receive a call for police service over the police 
department radio system and are dispatched to a specific location to meet with a citizen or to 
investigate some type of activity believed to require police involvement. Most police agencies 
today are relying more and more on computerized dispatch processes supplemented by in-car 
radio communications linking the call takers and the police responders. WSPD has a modern, 
computerized dispatch system that also links these calls for service to their records management 
system, called “PISTOL” for Paperless Information System Totally Online. This means that once 
a call is sent to an officer, a computer-generated record traces the activities of all of those 
involved. If a crime has occurred and a report begun, the system allows the officer to begin the 
documentation from a laptop computer in the police vehicle. Subsequent investigative activity 
can also be added to that record, creating the official case file of that event maintained by the 
WSPD.  
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Upon arrival at the scene of a police call, the officer is responsible for evaluating the facts and 
circumstances of that event and determining the appropriate level of police involvement. This 
involvement could range from simply referring the citizen to the appropriate non-police resource 
to investigating the incident and arresting a suspect. In 2007, the WSPD responded to nearly 
147,000 calls for police service. Whatever the outcome of the initial response, there is a record 
maintained of that call and the resulting actions of the officer.  
 
The discretion of the officer, applicable law, and departmental polices and procedures guide the 
actions of the officers in their decision-making process when determining how to handle the call. 
For example, in a domestic violence call for service, an officer might be directed by a previous 
court order to arrest a person who has violated the conditions of that order and their discretion is 
limited. In a juvenile matter, the officer might find it appropriate to contact the parent of the 
suspect and turn the child over to the parent with little or no official record of the incident. If a 
citizen is reporting that they have been assaulted, the officer would be required to gather all of 
the relevant facts and evidence and determine the circumstances of the incident in an effort to 
determine whether or not the elements of a crime can be supported and who is responsible for 
committing that crime.  
 
Of the 147,000 calls for police service in 2007, approximately thirty-nine percent (39%) were 
initially described as criminal in nature. The investigative process begins with the work of the 
first responding officer. It is the quality of the initial response and the documentation of that 
response that often determines the outcome of the investigative work that follows. In Winston-
Salem, the patrol officers providing the twenty-four hour per day, seven days a week, three-
hundred and sixty-five days a year emergency response are assigned to the department’s Field 
Services Bureau (FSB). They work in teams called platoons and are assigned to patrol specific 
geographic areas of the City. Officers are assigned to the FSB after completing their basic 
training and complete a Field Training Program with a seasoned officer before being assigned to 
work independently. Officers often compete for more specialized uniformed positions such as 
K9 and SET and for transfers to CID as an investigator. 
 
Crimes reported to have occurred and subsequently documented by the police fall in to two 
broad categories for statistical reporting purposes. The FBI has established a Uniformed Crime 
Reporting (UCR) process that helps ensure that the types and numbers of crimes being reported 
to law enforcement agencies across the country are documented in a similar fashion using 
consistent definitions and standards. In North Carolina, these standards have been adopted by all 
local and state law enforcement agencies. The North Carolina State Bureau of Investigation 
serves as the clearinghouse and depository of the information collected by law enforcement in 
the state and reports these statistics annually to the FBI. Information regarding reported crimes, 
victimization, arrests, and the status (dispositions) of the investigations that are undertaken are 
reported under these guidelines.  
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Part One crimes are the most serious and include murder, rape, aggravated assault, robbery, 
burglary, larceny, and motor vehicle theft. These crimes are often referred to as “index crimes” 
because it is this category of crime that is normally used as a measurement for the effectiveness 
of a law enforcement agency and/or to compare “crime rates” from year to year or jurisdiction to 
jurisdiction. When someone refers to the “crime rate” of a location they are talking about a ratio 
of Part One crimes reported to have occurred in relation to the population of that jurisdiction. 
Part Two crimes include a wide variety of miscellaneous crimes including frauds, vandalism, 
minor assaults, and drug violations. During 2007, 15,508 of the approximately 147,000 calls for 
police service were documented as Part One crimes. The remaining more than 40,000 reported 
crimes were documented as Part Two offenses or as violations of local ordinances.  
 

Part One Crimes 
Homicide  25 
Rape  122 
Robbery  703 
Aggravated assault 857 
Burglary  4,363 
Larceny   8,268 
Motor vehicle theft 1,170 
Total Part One Crimes 15,508 
  
Total Calls for Service 147,764 

 
As mentioned earlier, the foundation for any follow-up investigation conducted by a detective is 
the preliminary investigation and the initial police response documented in the case report filed 
by the patrol officer. In most police departments, patrol officers are responsible for documenting 
the initial investigative efforts which for the most part determine whether or not the “elements” 
that define the particular offense in question actually occurred. These actions and efforts include 
taking statements from witnesses, victims, or suspects; securing and collecting evidence; referral 
of victims to a judicial official; and sometimes making an arrest to close the case. The WSPD 
requires FSB officers, with the few exceptions noted in General Order 4.0, to become 
responsible for the investigation and disposition of the vast majority of all offenses reported to 
the police department.  
 
In serious crimes, where it is important that additional resources be deployed and follow-up 
begin immediately, patrol supervisors request the department’s investigative function to come to 
the scene. The responsibility for the investigation is then turned over to the investigative function 
with the patrol units providing support. This process allows the patrol function to focus on 
suppressing criminal activity by proactive/directed patrol, responding to 911 and other calls for 
police service, and conducting thorough preliminary and follow-up investigations of less serious 
crimes. The responsibility for follow-up investigations becomes the responsibility of the CID in 
those matters described in General Order 4.01. The following summarizes the type and numbers 
of cases referred to CID by policy in 2007 for follow-up investigation. 
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Cases referred to CID in 2007 
Part One Crimes 

Aggravated assault 118 
Arson  4 
Burglary – breaking & entering 2,695 
Homicide  24 
Larceny  150 
Motor vehicle theft 69 
Rape  91 
Robbery 504 
Total Part One Crimes 3,398 
  

Part Two Crimes 
All other offenses 269 
Calls for service 87 
Drugs  10 
Embezzlement  45 
Family offenses 42 
Forgery  18 
Fraud  133 
Pornography  2 
Sexual offenses 150 
Simple assault 69 
Stolen property 2 
Vandalism  45 
Weapons violation 7 
Total Part Two Crimes 847 
  
GRAND TOTAL 4,090 

 
The WSPD CID unit is a part of the agency’s Investigative Services Bureau. The structure of 
police investigative functions differs from agency to agency and is often relative to the size of 
the department (jurisdiction) and the volume and complexity of the cases (crimes) referred for 
follow-up. Smaller departments usually have generalist investigators who handle a variety of 
cases ranging from minor to major incidents. In smaller departments, when a complex and/or 
major crime occurs, the agency relies on support from a state or larger county law enforcement 
agency for investigative assistance. Many larger police departments like the WSPD assign 
investigators to units (squads) that specialize in the investigation of specific types of offenses. 
For example, a “major crimes unit” may investigate only murders, life threatening serious 
assaults, extortions, kidnappings, or similar crimes. The “property crimes unit” may be assigned 
burglaries, larcenies, and other crimes against property. The basis of this concept is that as an 
investigator matures and gains experience and training in a specific category of crime, the 
investigations will become more thorough and successful. A supervisor of the specialized squad 
would normally review each reported offense of that nature that the department documents and 
determine whether or not to assign that case to a detective for follow-up.  
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**Chart current as of March 2008. 

 
The criteria used for assignment of a case for follow-up are both subjective and objective. For 
the most part, the seriousness of the offense is a primary variable along with what is commonly 
referred to as “solvability factors” in making a decision in assigning a case for follow-up. During 
the preliminary investigation, officers seek the identity of a suspect, physical evidence linking a 
suspect to the crime, witnesses, traceable property taken, or other information that could help 
“solve” the crime.  
 
Consultants found that the technical services provided by the department’s Identification 
Division were deficient in critical areas. A crime’s “solvability factors” include physical 
evidence recovered at the crime scene that could link a suspect to the incident. Fingerprints, 
fibers, blood, and body fluids are examples of the types of physical evidence investigators 
depend upon finding at a crime scene to place the suspect at the scene of the crime.  
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CID investigators and supervisors expressed a lack confidence in the work product of the 
Identification Division section. The District Attorney’s Office also expressed their concerns 
regarding the ID function, stating that their office seldom finds their contributions to a major 
case of any value. Consultants also found practices and policy failures that may jeopardize cases 
that are detailed in a separate section of this report. 
 
Not every case reported to the police can be effectively followed up on. In many misdemeanor 
criminal matters, the police document the complaint and simply refer the victim to the local 
magistrate to bring charges against known suspects. If a suspect is not developed or known, the 
case will most likely be closed after the initial report. The WSPD process for case assignment is 
outlined in General Orders and Division Standard Operating Procedures and is consistent with 
best practices. The criteria allow for the limited resources of CID to be allocated to those cases of 
highest significance and those most likely to be solved. In the absence of positive solvability 
factors, most criminal cases that are not solved or cleared by the patrol officer have little chance 
of being assigned for follow-up investigation.  
 
Most jurisdictions require a police investigation and direct involvement by an officer in seeking 
charges against suspects in more serious cases (felonies). The vast majority of Part One crimes 
reported to the police are “property crimes.” For example, in 2007, ninety-percent (90%) of the 
15,508 Part One Crimes reported to the WSPD were property related. During 2007, the CID 
accepted a little more than 4,000 reported crimes for screening and possible assignment. Over 
2,000 of those cases, mostly property crimes, were inactivated during a screening process and no 
follow-up was recommended. The remaining cases were assigned to an investigator in hope of 
identifying the suspect or otherwise bring the case to a successful conclusion.  
 
Consultants reviewed records of the case load or work load of the CID investigators for 2006 and 
2007. The PISTOL-generated records management logs and statistical reports from an analytical 
program (Crystal Reports) were used for this purpose. Property crime investigators were 
assigned, on the average, between 65 and 70 cases per year. Some investigators had as many as 
140 cases. However, the number of active cases carried by investigators at any one time fell 
within the accepted guidelines of ten to fifteen for property crimes investigators and eight to 
twelve for investigators working crimes against persons.  
 
Homicide investigators normally carry a smaller case load because those cases require significant 
time for follow-up if not cleared within the first few days of the event. Most homicides are 
cleared during the early stages of the investigation because normally there is a known 
relationship between the suspect and victim. Clearance rates for homicides are high. The WSPD 
Homicide Section investigators are assigned on the average seven to eight cases per year. These 
cases include death investigations that are later determined not to be homicides. There were 
twenty-five homicides reported in 2007. Some unsolved cases from previous years are also 
carried as a part of the case load of these investigators.  
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Juvenile investigators are responsible for following up on any case where a juvenile was reported 
to be a victim or a suspect. These investigators were assigned less than 500 cases with 
approximately one hundred being runaway cases where the juvenile was located or returned 
home.  
 
In most police departments, managing and controlling the active case load of an investigator is 
achieved through an aggressive case management process involving the investigator and 
supervisory oversight. That is not the case in WSPD. The acceptable, active work load is 
achieved by default primarily as a result of the stringent case screening process on the front end. 
Fewer cases are assigned, and there is a heavy reliance on the FSB investigative function. In 
some cases, there is a propensity to quickly clear a case if the victim is reluctant to cooperate or 
the case is unlikely to be prosecuted by the District Attorney. The resulting overall UCR 
clearance rates for Part One crimes reported in to the FBI compare satisfactorily against similar 
communities and the state and national averages. 
 
Case management takes place at two levels, the investigator and the supervisor. Investigators 
must prioritize their assigned cases, diligently pursue leads, and constantly update and document 
the investigative file. Investigators routinely receive new cases that require their attention and 
must constantly evaluate the status and investigative strategies available to them on previously 
assigned cases. They are also called upon to assist fellow investigators, locate witnesses and 
interview suspects in their cases. In major cases, a dozen different investigators could be engaged 
in some part of the department’s response. The investigator must be flexible and use appropriate 
time management in their duties. Many excellent patrol officers fail as investigators because they 
get behind on their paper work and become overwhelmed with the demands of meeting the 
expectations of the protracted and dynamic duties of a criminal investigator. In the end, it really 
does not matter how good the investigator is or how good the investigation is if it is not 
thoroughly and accurately documented. This documentation must be done in a timely manner 
and the investigator must be sufficiently motivated and self-disciplined enough to do so.  
 
The squad sergeant is the second piece of the case management process. They must track due 
dates and create performance measures that require timely and accurate documentation of the 
work done by their subordinates. Consultants found sergeants too tolerant of delinquent reports 
especially in homicide cases and in some cases allowed for inappropriate dispositions (see 
Findings and Recommendations).  
 
The most recent selection process for investigators was in its final stages during the consultants’ 
site visit. The department had been allocated ten new positions in mid-2007 by the City Council. 
It was reported to consultants that this was the first manpower increase allocated since 1994. 
Five of those positions were filled in January 2008 from this selection process. The remaining 
positions will be filled from the eligibility list as manpower in the FSB allows. Keep in mind, 
that the new investigators are, for the most part, lateral transfers from the patrol division. Before 
an officer from the FSB can be reassigned to CID responsibilities, a new patrol officer must be 
selected, hired and trained to take the vacant position in the FSB that the transfer would create. 
This is necessary to ensure sufficient FSB manpower for a timely emergency response to 911 
calls, and this process in most police departments can often take up to a year to accomplish.  
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It is notable that consultants found that there were 267 police employees minimally eligible to 
apply for transfer to the CID section. In most departments, such an opportunity would attract a 
significant number of applications. Consultants learned that there were only twenty-four officers 
initially interested in the ten open positions in CID. Of those, four withdrew their interest. In the 
end, fifteen applicants were rank-ordered for transfer to the ten current positions and any others 
that become open in the near future. The prestige, pay incentives, and career advancement 
opportunities for investigators in comparable agencies are obviously absent in the Winston-
Salem Police Department. Some investigators who were interviewed acknowledged that they 
opted to work in CID primarily because of the day-shift hours and better ability to schedule off-
duty work and activities. 
 
Investigators who were interviewed felt that they received adequate training and had 
opportunities for specialized training as it became available. Newly assigned investigators are 
provided with an orientation and an on-the-job training program outlined in their SOP. 
Consultants verified that the training provided to members of the department to keep them 
abreast of legal and procedural changes necessary to comply with new laws was regularly 
updated (Brady, Interviews, line-ups, etc.). Specialized training for managers and across-the-
board training in the area of ethics and integrity have also been implemented. Consultants 
reviewed the records maintained by the Office of Professional Standards and verified that 
allegations of misconduct involving untruthfulness and integrity issues are investigated 
aggressively and discipline records verify the zero-tolerance policy for violations. 
 
Consultants found the organizational structure, supervisor to subordinate ratio (span of control), 
and staffing levels appropriate and well within accepted practices given the case load and most 
recent allocation of personnel. With the heavy reliance by the agency on FSB personnel to 
conduct both preliminary and follow-up investigations in felony cases, significant emphasis 
should be placed on the training and supervision of those first responders. The negative 
perceptions regarding the department’s investigative function that were sometimes expressed can 
often be traced to the quality of the investigative product of the FSB and/or how that product 
influences the ability of the assigned CID investigator to meet the expectations of the victims, 
concerned citizens, and other components of the criminal justice system.  
 
Public Forum 
 
At the direction of the City Council, an opportunity for consultants to receive direct public input 
to be considered in this project was arranged by the City Manager’s office. The date, time and 
purpose were advertised well in advance. The meeting was held at the Hanes Hosiery 
Community Center on the evening of January 8, 2008. Attendees were provided with the option 
of presenting their concerns in either a public forum or in a private meeting with consultants. 
Some chose to use both forums. After the forum, consultants also received phone calls and 
responded to e-mails from citizens unable to attend the scheduled meeting. The meeting was well 
attended by an estimated sixty to seventy citizens. Consultants documented approximately 
twenty five public comments, sixteen private sessions, three phone calls, and two e-mails in this 
phase of the project. 
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Consultants divided into two groups with one receiving public comments and the other available 
for private meetings. The citizen comments fell into three broad categories. The first were the 
result of alleged or perceived poor communications between the police, in some cases CID, and 
the victims of crimes, the families of victims, or the families of suspects or witnesses. In some 
cases, these communication failures could be the result of a lack of understanding of the criminal 
justice system or unrealistic expectations on the part of the complainant regarding the role and 
authority of the police. A second category of concerns are the result of a general lack of 
confidence in the integrity of the criminal justice system and the WSPD specifically. The third 
category of comments was related to the perception of the inappropriate influence of the local 
District Attorney’s Office on the outcome and direction of the investigative effort.  
 
During the nearly two-hour meeting, consultants fielded a variety of remarks ranging from 
complaints regarding the attitude of 911 dispatchers to commentary regarding the racial 
composition of the consulting team and their ability to remain unbiased. Several citizens 
commented on their perceptions of the overall integrity of the criminal justice system in Forsyth 
County. Others alleged collusion between the WSPD and the District Attorney’s Office in the 
unjust prosecution of friends and family members. Others expressed specific concerns regarding 
past arrests and on-going investigations conducted by CID. Consultants also received several 
phone calls and comments from citizens expressing their confidence in the WSPD and praising 
the work of the CID.  
 
Many of the public comments centered around the theme of an inherent distrust and lack of 
confidence in the CID and cited the Darryl Hunt case as well as other cases of a personal nature 
involving themselves or family members. Some attendees advocated for currently incarcerated 
family members believed to have been unjustly prosecuted in the same manner described by the 
SARC report. Others complained bitterly that they have family members in jail awaiting trial 
who were arrested without sufficient evidence for prosecution and that the police are withholding 
their reports while hiding or destroying evidence, intimidating witnesses, and otherwise creating 
a case against an innocent person. 
 
The following two questions were raised by citizens and remain unanswered by the City of 
Winston-Salem: 
 

• “Under what circumstances will the Winston-Salem Police Department re-open an 
investigation into a case where an arrest and conviction is questioned?” 

• “What can the City do to compel a past or retired employee to participate in a sanctioned 
administrative review of a criminal case?” 
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Consultants are not in a position to speak for the City in these matters. However, it is clear that 
the current local governing body and City administration is actively engaged in a sincere effort to 
address the past and perceived indiscretions of the police department. They have made 
significant commitments in time and resources to ensure a process designed to address those 
issues which have created a lack confidence in the police department. The suggestion that law 
enforcement should open and re-investigate an adjudicated case simply because some people 
doubt the guilty verdict of a jury would be disastrous. The North Carolina General Statues 
provide for an avenue of “appropriate relief” that guides that process, and the WSPD is an agent 
of government and is bound by the rule of law. If a law enforcement officer becomes aware of 
evidence to support such a claim of innocence, there is a moral and ethical obligation to report 
that information to the District Attorney and to cooperate in any judicial process initiated. 
Current and past employees could be compelled to testify.  
 
It would not be appropriate for consultants to provide the specifics of the concerns expressed in 
the private sessions. However, in each case where sufficient detail was provided, consultants 
discussed the circumstances with the Commander of the CID and directed the appropriate 
follow-up with the citizen. Consultants checked with the Commander and learned that the 
concerns raised were addressed, and that in cases where there were legitimate complaints 
regarding the service rendered, corrective action was taken. Some of the cases in question were 
handled by the Field Services Bureau and not the CID. There was also a complaint directed 
against CID that was actually a matter handled by a neighboring city’s police department. In all 
matters brought to the attention of the CID Commander, consultants found a receptive attitude 
and sincere effort to resolve the questions presented. 
 
The findings and recommendations documented in this report have taken into consideration the 
information provided by the citizens of Winston-Salem who took the time to attend this forum 
and/or to contact Risk Management Associates later. RMA appreciates the interest demonstrated 
by their efforts. 
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 FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The RMA consultants found the Criminal Investigative Division (CID) of the WSPD to be a 
professional organization staffed by committed and dedicated public servants who take pride in 
their work and in their department. They are steadfast in their efforts to promote honesty, 
integrity, and competence in the investigative process, following strict guidelines that advance a 
zero-tolerance policy for anything less. Investigators are volunteers from the rank and file patrol 
function who receive no additional compensation for the duties and responsibilities required of 
them in that role. They are well trained and understand the criminal justice system and local 
processes necessary to pursue a successful conclusion to the cases assigned to them. The RMA 
consultants were impressed with their candor and positive attitude in spite of the unrelenting 
criticism, political posturing, and bureaucratic interference to which they believe the department 
has been subjected over the past few years. 
 
Investigative managers were found to be diligent in their efforts to improve the image of the unit 
and recognize the history and external forces at play as they introduce change. They strive to 
promote the morale of their subordinates and understand their roles as mentors and trainers for 
newly assigned investigators. They accept their duty as the reviewers of the thousands of cases 
that are referred to their unit annually and the sometimes demanding task of deciding which of 
these cases and victims get access to limited resources available to investigate these unsolved 
crimes.  
 
However, consultants found several issues that are rooted in policy or management failures 
present in the current CID function and need to be addressed. These issues are not the result of 
any conspiratorial effort by current or past members to subvert the good order of the organization 
or deprive citizens of either justice or effective police services. Rather they arise as a normal 
result of the process of change and complex decision making in a dynamic organizational 
environment that is continuously challenged to produce results.  
 
The findings described below reflect policies, actions, or processes that are inconsistent with best 
police practices or contrary to the findings and recommendations of the SARC. The findings are 
followed by a brief discussion of the related issues and then by the recommendations that the 
consultants suggest should be considered to change or mitigate policy, management failure, or 
the issues and practices described. There is a separate section detailing the review of the 
Identification Division with findings and recommendations specific to that function. 
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Criminal Investigative Division 
 
Finding 1 – Supervisors have not ensured the timely completion of the documentation of the 
investigative efforts in many major cases.  
 
This has resulted in not only the unnecessary delay in the prosecution of suspects awaiting trial, 
but has in some cases perpetuated the perception that the arrests were premature and that the 
investigator is “building a case against” the arrestee, as opposed to presenting the facts and 
circumstances of that incident. The policy of the unit is that a report officially documenting the 
activity of the investigator (prosecution book) does not need to begin until an arrest is made. In 
the case of homicides, it has been the practice to give the assigned investigator six months to 
have this report delivered to the District Attorney’s Office. In other words, it is possible for a 
person to sit in jail for six months before any substantive information or details regarding the 
facts and circumstances surrounding the charge are provided to the assigned Assistant District 
Attorney (ADA). A review of the case management log for the Homicide Section for 2006 and 
2007 and interviews with section managers revealed that they seldom met the six month goal and 
that some cases took a year or more to complete. Additionally, some of the unsolved case files 
that were reviewed contained little detail and did not demonstrate a thorough investigative effort 
or document all of the work completed in the case.  
 
It is the responsibility of the unit sergeant to regularly monitor the progress and quality of the 
investigative efforts of subordinates. This process requires the supervisor to observe the 
investigative efforts in the field (gathering evidence, interviewing suspects, analyzing 
documents, etc.) and in some cases direct the investigators during major crime incidents. The 
supervisor is also required to review the written documentation of the investigations conducted 
by their subordinates. Using the automated computer-based records management system, a 
supervisor can easily set due dates for each assigned case and review the complete report 
documented in that automated case file.  
 
Investigators that fail to meet those due dates can be counseled to improve their timeliness. In 
major cases, investigators from several squads might work together to interview witnesses and 
follow up on leads. Later, the assigned investigator becomes responsible for ensuring that the 
documented activities of those investigators become a part of the case file. Consultants were told 
by a CID supervisor that it is often difficult to get the “detectives who don’t work for me to get 
in their reports.” It was clear to consultants that little effort is made to emphasize the timely 
completion of reports. Consultants learned that investigators have even been offered the 
opportunity to earn overtime pay to “catch up on delinquent cases.” It was reported that very few 
took advantage of this program.  
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The District Attorney’s Office plays a role in this dysfunctional process by instructing 
investigators not to provide the case report (prosecution book) until it is in its completed form. In 
complex cases, with numerous recorded interviews, it could take several months for the 
transcripts of the interviews to be made from the audio/digital recordings of critical interviews. 
In some cases, the transcription process does not even begin until months after the arrest while 
investigators wait for direction from the assigned ADA regarding whether or not the case is 
headed for trial and if the transcripts will be needed. After being transcribed, the investigator 
must then review the tapes against the transcripts and approve the transcription’s accuracy before 
it is put into the file. Consultants found several audio tapes of interviews in the lock-box of an 
administrative assistant responsible for transcriptions “waiting for the DA to give the OK to the 
detective.” This assistant was caught up on all the work she had been otherwise provided, but 
knew of several outstanding cases where the investigator was “holding on to the interviews” for 
some reason. Consultants were informed that she often asks the investigators if they have any 
tapes to be transcribed.  
 
There are also delays in getting the results of various forensic laboratory requests made to the 
SBI. These reports are also part of the prosecution file, and like everything generated during the 
investigation, they are discoverable. The agency has no control over the backlog in getting these 
results from the SBI, but they can ensure the evidence is submitted in a timely manner.  
 
The District Attorney and others from his office were very complementary of the work submitted 
by the CID investigators, but complained about the delay in getting the “prosecution case file.” 
The DA’s Office commented that most of the more than fifty defendants in the Forsyth County 
Jail awaiting trial for murder are there because of this delay in getting reports. This complaint 
was also echoed by the Public Defender and several of his assistants when interviewed by RMA 
consultants. Public defenders are responsible for defending the arrested person and have only the 
version of the incident that their client, who is often in jail, provides them. While waiting for 
months for the official police report, they sometimes find themselves wasting valuable time and 
resources running down false leads in an effort to try and build a defense for their client. 
Additionally, the Public Defenders stated that sometimes they learn months after taking on a case 
and eventually reviewing the case file that they have a conflict of interest in that their office may 
be representing a witness in the case. This requires the Public Defender to withdraw from the 
case and have a new attorney appointed, thus restarting the “clock” for the trial of the defendant. 
In the meantime, the defendant continues to sit in jail.  
 
Numerous citizens interviewed during the public forum process expressed concerns about the 
delays in getting information from the police about the arrests of family and friends. The victims 
of crime are normally provided with some detail regarding the circumstances of the investigative 
efforts leading to the arrest of the person believed to be responsible for the crime committed. In 
some cases, the police, victim’s advocates, and prosecutors are mandated by statue to keep the 
victim apprised of certain aspects of a prosecution. When a person is accused of committing a 
serious crime like murder, rape, robbery, or a crime against a child, the family and friends of the 
accused could also be considered victimized. Often, they find it difficult to believe that their son, 
brother, father, or sister could “do anything like that.” It is natural for them to want to support 
and defend their loved ones. They want to know what happened, and they want to know what 
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the evidence is. They seek answers from law enforcement agencies that share little, referring 
them to the defendant or to the defense attorney who has no official report upon which to rely. 
This lack of information, fueled in some quarters in Winston-Salem by past history, leads to 
speculation and doubt about the integrity of the investigative efforts and the evidence presented 
to cause the arrest. As the delay in getting the “case file” continues, the belief grows that the case 
is weak, leading to the belief that the investigators are conjuring up a case against the friend or 
family member. This perception is at the heart of the mistrust and demand for oversight that 
prompted this study.  
 
Recommendation 1.1 – Consultants recommend that the Command Staff of CID direct a review 
of all cases assigned to members of the unit during the past eighteen months and require that any 
delinquent case files be updated immediately. The unit sergeants should be provided with 
guidelines and should be required to strictly enforce them and to hold investigators accountable 
for failing to meet the deadlines for updating the case files. The division lieutenants should meet 
monthly with their subordinate sergeants to discuss this issue and audit compliance. Consultants 
also recommend that the Professional Standards Unit conduct unannounced, bi-annual staff 
inspections to ensure compliance.  
  
Recommendation 1.2 – Consultants recommend that the District Attorney, Public Defender’s 
Office, and CID work together to develop a more efficient and acceptable method of receiving 
the investigative product as it is completed rather than waiting for the entire “prosecution book” 
to be delivered at one time. During discussions with the District Attorney’s Office, consultants 
felt that the office was anxious to address these issues in a positive forum. The division captain 
should meet monthly with the District Attorney’s Office to identify delinquent cases and any 
other issues relevant to the performance of the unit.  
 
Recommendation 1.3 – Consultants recommend that the CID more effectively use the 
technological capability recently put in place to digitally record (audio/video) interviews. CID 
should discuss the possibility of recording all critical interviews with suspects, victims, and 
witnesses, not just the in-custody homicide suspects as is now required by statute. In cooperation 
with the District Attorney’s Office, a process should be developed to provide those digitally 
recorded interviews to defense attorneys in an effort to expedite the case through the courts. For 
example, if the CID had a video recording of the confession of a suspect, credible witness 
interviews, and a victim’s statement identifying the suspect in a line-up, providing all that 
information to a defense attorney could be accomplished in days rather than the months it 
normally takes to get “transcriptions.” Consultants believe that this transparency and good-faith 
effort would also contribute significantly toward defusing the suspicions, distrust, and criticism 
of the CID in the community. 
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Finding 2 – CID does not use the department’s automated report writing and records 
management system (PISTOL) to its fullest extent.  
 
Over 4,000 cases are directed to the CID unit for review and/or assignment each year. CID 
supervisors become responsible for the quality and efficiency of the investigation of the cases 
under their review. For example, the Robbery Section sergeant has seven investigators to whom 
cases are assigned. This unit works robberies and serious assault cases not likely to result in 
death. The number of cases assigned to those investigators over the last twenty-four months 
average from 65 to 70 cases per year per investigator. Some investigators carried as many as 95 
cases. It becomes the division sergeant’s responsibility to ensure that each of the assigned cases 
is completely and thoroughly investigated and that the work of the individual investigator is 
documented accurately and in a timely manner. Supervisors from all sections were found to be 
maintaining handwritten case logs for each assigned investigator and depending for the most part 
on voluntary compliance with the update requirement. This method of case management by 
supervisors is inefficient and can lead to various quality control problems. 
 
Recommendation 2.1 – CID supervisors must be required to use PISTOL as their primary case 
management tool thereby allowing them better access to and oversight of the progress, timeliness 
and quality of the investigative process. 
 
Consultants found that investigators were not using the power of PISTOL to document their 
investigative efforts. Investigators maintain “working files” of the cases assigned to them and at 
some point, often only after an arrest, begin placing those files into the records management 
system of the department. WSPD is using a hodge-podge system of documenting, writing, and 
creating supplemental reports of the follow-up investigation. Some investigators handwrite their 
supplements. Some use digital voice recorders and voice recognition software to create a 
supplement. Others dictate their information and request the transcription service to type it for 
the record. Others type their own reports using a supplement template in a word processing 
format, later scanning the document in to a records file called Application X Tender. Some use 
PISTOL and type their updated supplements directly in to the case file maintained in the 
PISTOL records system. Those not using PISTOL submit their complete file to the records 
section at the conclusion of the investigation for records personnel to enter the report into the 
official case file. This inconsistent, user-dictated method of documentation exacerbates the 
inability of supervisors to monitor the progress and documentation of the investigative work 
done by subordinates.  
 
PISTOL provides investigators with a powerful tool to document and routinely update their 
assigned cases as well as a database that could be useful in tracking suspect information and 
other investigative leads, possibly connecting unsolved cases together.  
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Recommendation 2.2 – Consultants recommend that the transition to a more effective use of 
PISTOL as an investigative tool be developed by CID managers and implemented immediately. 
The use of Application X Tender should be restricted to the scanning of field notes and other 
miscellaneous, non-supplemental documents related to a case. All supplemental case reporting 
completed by investigators should be entered using the word processing and filing capabilities of 
PISTOL.  
 
 
Finding 3 – There is evidence that UCR-defined and/or SBI-defined case disposition 
recommendations are not consistently and appropriately used by CID supervisors in authorizing 
case closure dispositions.  
 
In reviewing a sampling of case files assigned to CID during 2007, consultants found that the use 
of the disposition “Cleared Prosecution Denied (CLPD)” and “Cleared (because the victim) 
Refused to Cooperate (CLRC)” were often used by investigators to clear a case. This disposition 
carries the same UCR clearance status as one which would have been “Cleared by an Arrest 
(CBA)” and should not be used to avoid making reasonable efforts to thoroughly investigate an 
assigned case and to identify and successfully prosecute an offender. During 2007, over 1,900 
cases were actively investigated by CID. Of those nearly nineteen percent (19%) were cleared 
using one of these two case disposition definitions, 207 for CLPD and 151 for CLRC.  
 
UCR/SBI guidelines for the use of these two dispositions require first that the identity of the 
suspect be known by the law enforcement agency; that the suspect’s location must be known so 
they could be picked up; and that there is enough probable cause to make an arrest. The victim’s 
non-cooperation or the District Attorney’s or other judicial official’s decision alone does not 
fulfill the requirement for this disposition. In other words, to use this disposition the investigator 
must first investigate the case, identify the suspect, and have enough evidence to arrest the 
suspect. The disposition could then be used if that arrest is prevented by forces outside of their 
control, such as the DA or a reluctant or uncooperative victim. Examples of apparent 
misapplication of these classifications include a burglary case that was never assigned to an 
investigator and that had no suspect information; a sexual assault case where the victim was 
never contacted and no suspect was identified; and several forgery cases where a suspect was not 
positively identified and there was no probable cause developed but CLPD was used because it 
did not meet a previously agreed upon “threshold” established by the DA’s Office. There were 
also examples of assault cases in which the suspect was not positively identified, but CLPD was 
used when the victim refused to cooperate and the required judicial official was never consulted. 
In another case the Assistant District Attorney stated that the elements of a sexual assault could 
not be supported by the evidence collected and the case was disposed of as CLPD when in fact it 
should have been either cleared as Unfounded or closed because all leads had been exhausted 
(CLLE).  
 
Sergeants are responsible for ensuring the closure of a case is compliant with UCR guidelines 
and that investigators understand those guidelines in making their recommendations. It is not the 
records management section’s or crime analyst’s responsibility to second guess a 
recommendation made by CID. They report the dispositions as recommended.  
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Recommendation 3.1 – CID managers should receive updated training on the appropriate use of 
UCR disposition definitions and their application. This information should be shared with their 
subordinates to ensure the consistent and proper use of these standards. Lieutenants should 
periodically audit the use of CLPD and CLRC to make sure that every effort is being made to 
locate and gain the cooperation of victims of crimes who may be reluctant to assist in the follow-
up investigation. It is not uncommon for victims of crime not to report the crime to the police. 
This is particular true in sex offenses. When a victim does make the effort to report the crime, 
every effort should be made to encourage their cooperation and connect the dots to similar 
crimes in which a suspect may not have been identified. Supervisors should ensure that in those 
cases where these dispositions do apply, that a suspect be clearly identified and entered in to the 
database for future consideration. 
 
 
Finding 4 – The daily meeting (roll call) of the entire CID should be restructured to allow for the 
more efficient use of the investigators’ time. 
 
Consultants learned that all CID investigators and supervisors are required to attend a daily 
briefing at 9:00 AM. The purpose of this meeting is to share with investigators “roll call” type 
information similar to that presented to patrol officers prior to leaving the station and driving to 
their work areas. The investigator’s typical work day begins at 8:00 AM and ends at 5:00 PM. It 
was reported that this 9:00 AM meeting results in investigators typically “hanging around the 
office” for an hour every morning waiting for the briefing, which normally lasts thirty minutes or 
more. Then they return to the office and it is sometime after 10:00 AM when they actually begin 
their work day. The information communicated at these meetings could be more effectively and 
efficiently disseminated, and this time, up to ten hours a week, could be better used by the 
investigators. 
 
Recommendation 4.1 – Consultants recommend that the traditional daily meeting of the CID be 
replaced with weekly meetings of the investigators with their sergeants. The investigators 
working similar cases could share information and the sergeant could relay pertinent 
administrative information to the subordinates. Pertinent administrative and departmental 
information could be disseminated daily via e-mail to the investigators or in person by the 
supervisor. 
 
Recommendation 4.2 – The command staff of CID should meet daily with the sergeants to 
discuss management and administrative issues relevant to the unit. Supervisors can brief the 
Command Staff about significant, ongoing investigations and receive input and feedback from 
their peers to assist in case development. 
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Finding 5 – The unwritten mandate requiring WSPD investigators to receive authorization from 
the District Attorney’s Office before seeking felony charges is outdated and unnecessary.  
 
Finding 6 – The training of patrol officers recommended in the SARC has not yet been fully 
developed or implemented by the WSPD. 
 
Consultants found it difficult to determine exactly when and how this process began, but it has 
become an unwritten requirement for law enforcement officers in Forsyth County to review 
probable cause in felony cases with an Assistant District Attorney prior to, or at the very least 
shortly after, any felony arrest. This practice is not common in North Carolina. Consultants could 
only identify a few other jurisdictions using this screening and oversight policy. This review step 
in the arrest process is not a requirement of state law. It is, however, a common and best practice 
for law enforcement to confer with the prosecutor’s office during complex, on-going 
investigations and solicit their input on the law and investigative strategies.  
 
The Forsyth County the District Attorney’s Office feels that input from their office prior to a 
felony arrest is necessary in order to ensure the quality of arrests and the effective and efficient 
use of their resources. Specifically cited is the need to review any felony arrest contemplated by 
the WSPD’s Field Services Bureau. The confidence expressed by the DA Office in the skills, 
dedication, and experience in the CID unit contrasts dramatically with that expressed about the 
WSPD Field Services Bureau.  
 
Recommendation 5.1 – CID investigators should maintain a liaison with the ADA normally 
assigned to cases they investigate to ensure the necessary open communications to promote 
quality services and successful prosecutions. However, the requirement to obtain specific prior 
approval for arrests from the District Attorney by CID investigators should be suspended. 
 
Recommendation 6.1 – FSB should be required to continue the requirement to review felony 
cases with the ADA before arrests. FSB personnel should receive additional training in the police 
academy and in-service training on the importance of and how to conduct thorough and complete 
investigations. This training should include a checklist of specific actions to document during the 
course of their investigative activity. 
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Finding 7 – The “independent review” of cases recommended in the SARC to combat the 
phenomenon of “group think” and implemented by the CID has met the letter of that 
recommendation, but not its intent. 
 
The SARC found that the potential for “group think” could adversely affect an investigation and 
the outcome of the investigative process. The City Manager suggested a process in the SARC 
report that would allow for police personnel who were not familiar with a case to periodically 
review cases assigned to CID to provide an outsider’s unbiased perspective of the direction that 
the case was headed and, when evident, to suggest alternative theories. This could be done on 
non-adjudicated closed cases to see if the same unbiased approach was documented to determine 
if the decision to suspend/inactivate a case or pursue a particular investigative strategy or suspect 
was appropriate, given the facts and circumstances. The core idea in the SARC recommendation 
was for someone who does not have a “dog in the fight” to be given an opportunity to do an 
independent review. The actual process initiated by CID falls short of that intent.  
 
Consultants were informed that on occasion the Captain assigned to the Narcotics Unit is asked 
to look at a case and provide feedback if necessary. This is not the detached, independent, fresh 
look at a case anticipated by the SARC report. 
  
Recommendation 7.1 – The Investigative Services Bureau Commander should structure a 
review process that includes representatives from several unrelated units across the department to 
meet and routinely discuss specific investigations. The cases could be selected by the Captain or 
submitted by CID supervisors for the review in an honest effort to get input and feedback on the 
quality of the work performed. The cases should be circulated to the review team in advance and 
they would then meet with the assigned investigator and sergeant to provide constructive 
criticism as well as the “fresh look” anticipated by the SARC recommendation.  
 
 
Finding 8 – The use of the case template to facilitate the above recommended review has not 
been developed. 
 
Recommendation 8.1 – The CID should develop and use a template to promote a thorough and 
standardized review process. This would be a useful guide for this review process and serve to 
document the efforts of the agency to comply with the SARC report. Consideration should be 
given to the possibility that this documentation and other records of this review activity may be 
subject to the rules of discovery in the prosecution of any suspect charged.  
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Finding 9 – The Career Development Plan recommended by the SARC report has not yet been 
implemented. 
 
Recently the City of Raleigh Police Department announced that they would soon begin allowing 
lateral transfers into their agency. They are also likely to receive significant salary increases 
and/or other financial incentives as a part of the current budget process. The trend in law 
enforcement to recruit from other agencies is becoming more and more the practice rather than 
the exception. Traditionally, law enforcement agencies tended to hire, train, and promote from 
within their organization. With competition for the best and the brightest recruits and personnel 
on the rise, innovative agencies are looking for ways to attract trained and experienced officers. 
WSPD is and will continue to be a prime recruiting source for other agencies offering better pay 
and opportunities for advancement. Consultants were provided with a Career Development Plan 
outlining various career paths and criteria developed by the WSPD for the City to consider.  
 
Recommendation 9.1 – The City Council should provide the necessary resources to encourage 
individual career growth and opportunities for advancement to its police employees as soon as 
possible. This program should not prevent or discourage officers from periodically rotating 
through the ISB to gain the investigative experience that would assist them in future supervisory 
and management positions. Pay scales and other financial incentive programs should be 
evaluated routinely and updated to keep the agency competitive. 
 
 
Finding 10 – The General Order in place at the time of the assessment did not reflect the 
changes in the law and procedure regarding line-up procedures as recommended by the North 
Carolina Actual Innocence Commission. 
 
Although the General Order had not been updated and circulated to members of the agency, 
consultants verified that the procedures in place reflect the changes required by the changes in 
the statute outlining the use of sequential line-ups. Consultants also verified that the appropriate 
training had occurred and that the department was using state of the art software to create line-
ups that complied with the statue. 
 
Recommendation 10.1 – The sign off necessary by the Department Head allowing for the 
updated general order to be approved and circulated should be accelerated. 
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Identification Division 
 
The Forensic Services Division of the Winston-Salem Police Department provides a number of 
essential forensic services for the entire agency. One of their more critical roles is for crime 
scene technicians to conduct crimes scene investigations for the Criminal Investigation Division 
detectives. This responsibility requires accurate documentation of crimes through the use of 
photography, videography, diagramming, and written reporting of observations and activities 
during the investigation of the scene. Furthermore, crime scene technicians are required to locate, 
identify, collect and preserve physical evidence as it relates to specific crime scenes and provide 
testimony at trials as to their findings. The crime scene technicians are also responsible for 
developing and preserving latent finger and palm print impressions at crime scenes and on items 
of evidence that require chemical treatment that can only be applied in a laboratory setting. Once 
latent impressions have been developed, it is then the responsibility of the latent print examiner 
to search the fingerprint database maintained by the SBI in an effort to identify possible suspects. 
The latent print examiner is also required to present testimony as an expert witness at the time of 
trial as to the findings of the fingerprint or palmprint examination.  
 
According to Richard Catalini (2006), writer and technical adviser for the television show CSI: 
Crime Scene Investigation, a number of forensic-based television shows have been created since 
CSI’s premiere in 2000. It is Catalini’s opinion these shows not only offer entertainment, but also 
provide forensic science education. Although the shows focus is on the most novel and intriguing 
forensic techniques, while avoiding the more realistic tasks of actual crime scene investigation, 
they are in the business of solving complex crimes in just one hour. In a 2004 interview with 
USA Today, producers of CSI admitted “they take some liberties with facts and the capabilities 
of forensic science, but they say it’s necessary to keep story lines moving” (Willing, 2004, p. 1). 
 
The question then is: does the possibility exist that these programs have influenced American 
society to have an unrealistic expectation for the detection and analysis of forensic evidence? 
Since the inception of these television shows, many prosecutors, defense lawyers, law 
enforcement officials, judges, and journalists have suggested that these programs influence jurors 
and refer to this influence as the “CSI Effect” or “CSI Syndrome.” These expectations could 
result in juries being disappointed in the real evidence presented at trial, because there is little or 
no forensic evidence offered, or what is offered is less than impressive as depicted on television 
(Schweitzer & Saks, 2007, p. 357). 
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The “CSI Effect” is ironically occurring at a point in time when the American courts are 
experiencing a realization that there is little if any science in what is being referred to as forensic 
evidence. For the past 15 years, the courts have been scrutinizing scientific evidence with a 
higher degree of skepticism and discovering the weaknesses in some areas of forensic science. 
Along with these recent discoveries by the courts come the television programs portraying 
completely opposite capabilities of the detection and analysis of scientific evidence. Meanwhile, 
researchers have been analyzing and detecting forensic science errors in addition to their 
practical and conceptual short comings. In particular, researchers have paid close attention to the 
areas of individualization or identification. Exonerations occurring because of DNA analysis 
suggest that errors in the analysis of forensic evidence, along with fabrication of evidence, are 
among the leading causes of false conviction (Schweitzer & Saks, 2007, p. 359). 
 
Since 1994, three cases decided by the Supreme Courts, Daubert v.Merrill Dow 
Pharmaceuticals, Inc., General Electric Co. et al. v Joiner, and Kumho Tire Co., Ltd., et al. v. 
Carmichael, commonly referred to today as the “Daubert Trilogy,” have caused trial judges to 
become “gatekeepers” of the admissibility of expert testimony and be charged with a 
responsibility that impacts the outcome of thousands of both criminal trials and civil litigation in 
America today. They are being called upon to examine methods, techniques, and the logic of 
science before making admissibility rulings. For these judges to be effective in their duties they 
must be capable of discerning “good” science from “bad” science. Trial judges have received 
more guidance from the higher courts regarding expert witness admissibility in the past 15 years 
than they had in the 70 preceding years.  
 
An empirical study was designed in 2007 to test one fundamental element of the CSI Effect: 
whether people who watch forensic science fiction react differently to the more conventional 
kinds of forensic science found in a courtroom. The study was conducted by N.J. Schweitzer, 
Ph.D candidate, Department of Psychology, Arizona State University and Michael J. Saks, 
Professor of Law and Psychology and Facility Fellow, Center for the Study of Law, Science, and 
Technology, Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law. Schweitzer and Saks believe there are a 
number of hypotheses concerning the so called CSI Effect; however, in their study they 
examined one that would have an impact on the prosecution and the other that would have an 
impact on the defense. They stated “the CSI Effect suggests that the television program and its 
spin-offs, which wildly exaggerate and glorify forensic science, affect the public, and in turn, 
affect trials either by (a) burdening the prosecution by creating greater expectations about 
forensic science than can be delivered or (b) burdening the defense by creating exaggerated faith 
in the capabilities and reliability of forensic sciences” (Schweitzer & Saks, 2007, p. 357 & 360). 
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The study included 48 university students that were presented a brief (11-page) simulated 
transcript of a criminal trial in which an expert witness testified that in his opinion that a hair 
found inside of a ski mask recovered at the scene of a robbery originated from the defendant. 
Participants in the study completed a questionnaire which assessed their perception of the 
scientific evidence and the trial as a whole. Furthermore, the participants were asked about the 
frequency with which they watched general crime-themed programs and forensic science themed 
programs. The participants were grouped according to the frequency with which they viewed 
these two categories of programs. Those who never watched these programs were grouped as 
non-viewers and those who reported watching one or more a month were grouped as viewers 
(Schweitzer & Saks, 2007, p. 361-362). 
  
Participants in the study who rated themselves as viewers of forensic science programs claimed 
to have a greater understanding of forensic science tasks, along with a greater confidence in their 
verdict and a much greater skepticism regarding the results of the hair analysis. These findings 
support the one critical component of the hypothetical CSI Effect. That is that is people who 
watch forensic science television programs expect better science than what is often presented in a 
real courtroom. This data supports the claim that the CSI Effect increases the prosecution’s 
burden. No impact was found on the participants vote to convict or acquit (Schweitzer & Saks, 
2007, p. 363-364). 
 
In another empirical study conducted in 2006, by a Michigan Circuit Judge and two Eastern 
Michigan University criminology professors, 1,027 individuals summoned for jury duty in a 
Michigan state court were given a survey prior to being selected for a jury. Television viewing 
habits were measured along with expectations concerning the likelihood that scientific evidence 
would be presented in certain types of cases. The survey found that 42% of the respondents 
watched CSI regularly, often, or on occasion. Additionally, 46% expected to see some sort of 
scientific evidence in every criminal case. The more serious the charge the higher the expectation 
was for scientific evidence being presented at trial. As an example, 74% of the respondents 
expected to see some sort of scientific evidence in cases of murder or attempted murder. 
Furthermore, 73% had expectations of seeing scientific evidence in sexual assault cases. In fact, 
the survey showed that jurors that watched CSI were only slightly more likely to have 
expectations of scientific evidence than non-watchers (Shelton, 2006, p. 1). 
 
Most importantly, the survey suggests that most jurors, not just the CSI watchers, had 
expectations of seeing some type of scientific evidence at the trials involving more serious 
offenses. Moreover, the survey did not reflect that jurors who watched crime related programs 
had any higher expectations regarding scientific evidence than jurors that did not watch these 
shows. However, in those cases where the prosecution had relied exclusively on circumstantial 
evidence 42% of the perspective jurors required scientific evidence for a finding of guilty. In 
addition, 26% felt it necessary to hold the prosecution to the same standard in cases of sexual 
assault (Shelton, 2006, p. 1). 
 

000920 
NCIIC - Documents from Rabil



City of Winston-Salem 
Winston-Salem Police Department 

CID and ID Review 
April 7, 2008 

 

RMA \ Risk Management Associates - Confidential - 
127 West Hargett Street · Post Office Box 1783 · Raleigh, North Carolina 27602 · (919) 834-8584 

32

Physical evidence plays a critical role in an investigation and has the potential to assist in a 
speedy resolution to a suspected criminal act. Successful recovery of this evidence is dependant 
upon the actions taken early in the investigation of the scene by the WSPD crime scene 
technician. Technological developments and improvements concerning the interpretation and 
analysis of physical evidence recovered for crime scene plays an even greater importance on the 
properly documented and preserved evidence. The goal of a crime scene investigation is to 
recognize and preserve physical evidence that will produce reliable information to assist in a 
criminal investigation. An important factor that influences the critical legal significance of 
science evidence is that the investigation must follow a thoughtful, objective, and thorough 
approach. WSPD technicians must approach every crime scene as if it were the only opportunity 
to recover and preserve the physical clues. Other case information collected by the CID 
detectives must be objectively taken into consideration, such as witnesses’ and suspects’ 
statements. Therefore, it is crucial that these two units maintain a harmonious relationship as 
they work together towards the resolution of criminal investigations. 
 
The impact of the CSI Effect on the public has produced jurors that are demanding of a higher 
standard of work produced by today’s crime scene investigators. Although jurors may have 
expectations much higher than can realistically be produced, crime scene investigators must be 
vigilant in maintaining the highest possible standards of technical ability by continuously seeking 
training in the ever changing world of scientific technology.  
 
Interviews were conducted with members of the Winston-Salem Police Department 
Identification Unit and the Evidence Management Supervisor. In addition, an assessment of 
current policies, procedures, training needs, equipment and staffing was completed. Research 
was conducted in an effort to establish and recommend best practices and latest available 
forensic technology. Furthermore, personal observations were made of the Forensic Services 
Division facilities to include employee work space, evidence processing area, vehicles, arrestee 
booking room and chemical breath test room. 
 
The Forensic Services Division of the Winston-Salem Police Department is under the command 
of the Investigative Services Bureau Assistant Chief and is supervised by a Lieutenant. The 
Forensic Services Division is responsible for providing a number of services for the agency 
including those forensic services which play a critical role in supporting the Criminal 
Investigation Division. These responsibilities include and are not limited to: 
 

• Crime scene investigation. 
• Court testimony regarding finding and results of a crime scene investigation. 
• Forensic photography. 
• Preparation of photographic lineups. 
• Fingerprinting and photographing all individuals arrested in Forsyth County. 
• Establishing positive fingerprint identification of all arrestees. 
• Administration of chemical breath tests to individuals suspected of DWI. 
• Developing latent finger and palm impressions from items of evidence. 
• Court testimony regarding the administering of chemical breath tests. 
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• Comparison of latent finger and palm impressions with possible suspect 
impressions. 

• Rendering expert opinion in court regarding results of latent impression 
comparisons. 

 
In 2007, the Forensic Services Division responded to 4,667 crimes scenes, conducted 232 
chemical breath tests, witnessed 33 DWI blood draws for DWI cases, booked 11,478 arrestees, 
and identified 161 suspects in a variety of criminal investigations. A complete breakdown of the 
2007 statistics is attached at the conclusion of this report. 
 
According to the most recent organizational chart, the staffing of the Forensic Services Division 
consists of a total of 38 employees consisting of: 

 
• 1 Lieutenant, 
• 1 Crime Scene Supervisor (used as a Latent Fingerprint Expert), 
• 6 Crime Scene Supervisors,  
• 19 Crime Scene Technicians, 
• 5 Senior Crime Scene Technicians (one used as a part-time Latent Print 

Expert), 
• 5 Police Processing Technicians, and 
• 1 Police Identification Supervisor. 

 
The division is broken down into four squads with one supervisor, one senior crime technician, 
crime scene technicians (the number of which varies for each squad), and one police processing 
technician.  
 
In the fall of 2006, the WSPD administration recognized the need to address personnel issues in 
the Forensic Services Division that were having an adverse impact on employee job performance 
and were the primary cause of low morale. The retiring civilian director of the Forensic Services 
Division was replaced with a sworn officer holding the rank of lieutenant. Approximately nine to 
ten months later, the Chief of Police and Assistant Chief replaced the Forensic Services Division 
lieutenant with the current lieutenant, pledging him their full support to get the Forensic Services 
Division on the right track.  
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The current lieutenant is a 27-year veteran of the Winston-Salem Police Department and has 
served in a number of capacities as a uniform officer and uniform supervisor, a detective and 
detective supervisor, and administrative assignments in the chief’s office. He is a well-rounded 
and experienced professional law enforcement officer, who is articulate and possesses 
outstanding leadership skills. Over the past seven months, he has conducted a full assessment of 
the Forensic Services Division and identified a number of areas where deficiencies exist. He is 
well aware of the shortcomings of the division and also aware of the fact that it is going to take a 
number of years for the division to overcome these deficiencies. He is faced with not only 
making efforts to improve the division, but also challenged with trying to ensure that the division 
continues to maintain its strengths. The overall future success of this division is dependant upon 
effective supervision, management, and leadership coupled with the financial support for 
increased training, equipment, salaries, and facility improvements. 
 
Finding 1 – The Forensic Services Division and the Evidence/Property Management Unit are 
still operating under outdated General Order 4.11 which was last updated on June 23, 2003. A 
draft of General Order 4.11 has been written exclusively for the Evidence/Property Management 
Unit and a draft General Order 4.12 has been written exclusively for Crime Scene Processing. As 
of March 14, 2008, neither one of these general orders has been approved. The agency’s 
administration has had a number of meetings concerning these general orders and there have 
been a number of revisions to the drafts since 2007. For the Forensic Services Division and 
Evidence Property Management to become a productive, well-managed units of the agency, 
sound general orders that enforce best practices and policies are a necessity. The Evidence 
Property and Management Unit has implemented an electronic link in the case management 
system (PISTOL) which was recommend by the city manager to prevent the premature 
destruction of evidence.  
 
Recommendation 1.1 – Not knowing what the final drafts contain, it is not possible to make a 
valid recommendation. However, the consultants recommend that the review process of the 
general orders drafted by the administration be expedited and completed in the very near future. 
  
 
Finding 2 – The supervising lieutenant recognizes there is a need for the crime scene technicians 
to receive basic, intermediate and advanced level training. 
 
Recommendation 2.1 – Consultants recommend that funding be provided for all crime scene 
technicians to receive basic, intermediate, and advanced level training in all aspects of crime 
scene investigation, detection and preservation of physical evidence, along with training in 
testifying as a witness in a court of law.  
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Finding 3 – A goal set by the supervising lieutenant has been for each crime scene technician to 
achieve the Crime Scene Investigators Level One certification from the International Association 
of Identification. Currently, all crime scene technicians for the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police 
Department hold this certification and the City-County Bureau of Identification located in 
Raleigh, NC, is in the processing of accomplishing this same goal. 
 
Recommendation 3.1 – Consultants recommend funding be provided for all crime scene 
supervisors, senior crime scene technicians, and crime scene technicians to achieve Level One 
Crime Scene Investigators Certification from the International Association of Identification.  
 
 
Finding 4 – The supervising lieutenant recognizes that the goals and objectives of the division 
cannot be met without a well-trained staff of supervisors. One of his primary objectives is to 
provide the staff of supervisors with sufficient management and supervision training.  
 
Recommendation 4.1 – Consultants recommend that funding be provided for basic intermediate 
and advanced level management, supervision, and leadership training for the supervising 
lieutenant, all crime scene supervisors, and senior crime scene technicians.  
 
 
Finding 5 – The city of Winston-Salem provides an educational incentive for all employees who 
further their education at a college or university. Sworn officers receive pay increases with the 
completion of degrees, but this incentive is not available for civilian employees such as those 
assigned to the Forensic Services Division. This disparity is one of the causes of low employee 
morale and the feeling of not being fully appreciated or worthy of recognition for seeking a 
higher level of education. 
 
Recommendation 5.1 – Consultants recommend that educational incentives be provided for all 
civilian personnel assigned to the Forensic Services Division. 
 
Finding 6 – The supervising lieutenant has identified a need for selected members of the 
division to receive intermediate and advanced level training in the science of latent finger and 
palm print identification. The current latent fingerprint expert will retire in the summer of 2008 
after 30 years of service with the Winston-Salem Police Department. Although he has done the 
work of an expert forensic examiner, he was never recognized as such in his job title or salary. 
During most of his career he has had an interest in the science of fingerprint identification and 
has obtained most of his training in his field of expertise on his own. He has testified as an expert 
in the science of finger and palm print identification on many occasions in both state and federal 
court over the course of his career. The science of finger and palm print identification requires 
that all print identifications be verified by a second expert. Currently there is one individual on 
staff that verifies the latent print identifications but who also is not recognized by the agency as a 
latent print examiner. Upon the upcoming retirement of the expert examiner, there will not be an 
adequate number of latent experts on staff to conduct examinations, verifications, and peer 
reviews. Neither the current expert nor the agent making the verifications is recognized as a 
certified latent print examiner by the International Association of Identification. 
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Recommendation 6.1 – Consultants recommend that retiring expert examiner’s current position 
be reclassified to that of a latent print examiner and the salary be set comparable to that of other 
examiners in similar sized agencies.  
 
Recommendation 6.2 – Consultants recommend staffing the Forensic Services Division with 
two full-time latent print examiners to avoid future shortage of forensic experts and would also 
adequately provide for peer reviews and verifications of examinations and identifications made 
by each expert. 
 
Recommendation 6.3 – Consultants recommend funding for basic, intermediate, and advanced 
level training for two latent print examiners.  
 
Recommendation 6.4 – Consultants recommend that all latent print examiners be certified by 
the International Association of Identification. 
 
 
Finding 7 – Latent print evidence that is collected by crime scene technicians is examined by the 
collecting technician to determine which finger and palm prints are of value and which are not. 
In non-major crimes those prints that are not of value are destroyed by the collecting technician 
after a supervisor or senior crime scene technician reviews the prints and approves which prints 
are to be destroyed. The technician then indicates in the crime scene report how many latent 
prints of value were collected. There is no record kept of the total number of prints collected, 
including those considered to be of no value, nor is there a record kept of who approved the 
destruction of the prints or how many were destroyed. Furthermore, there is no written policy 
defining which crimes are considered to be major crimes. This practice runs the risk of 
inculpatory and exculpatory evidence being destroyed and not made available for use by either 
the prosecution or defense. Additionally, all latent prints considered to be of value are placed 
into a separate envelope for each case and then placed into an unlocked filing cabinet. The prints 
are later examined by the expert latent print examiner. There is no written report prepared for 
fingerprint examinations that do not yield identifications.  
  
Recommendation 7.1 – Consultants recommend that crime scene technicians collect all latent 
prints found at crime scenes or on items of evidence no matter how fragmented or distorted the 
appearance of the print. Crime scene technicians should document in a written report the location 
of each latent print recovered from a crime scene or item of evidence. 
 
Recommendation 7.2 – Consultants recommend that no latent prints be destroyed, no matter 
what the crime classification, and that the expert latent print examiner be the only person who 
determines which prints are of value and which are not.  
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Recommendation 7.3 – Consultants recommend that all latent print evidence be submitted to the 
Evidence and Property Management Unit for proper documentation and secured storage. A 
notification system within the Forensic Services Division can be established alerting the latent 
print examiner that latent prints are being held as evidence in a particular case and are ready for 
examination. Then the latent print examiner can checkout the latent print evidence from the 
Evidence and Property Management Unit and conduct the necessary forensic examination.  
 
Recommendation 7.4 – Consultants recommend that the latent print examiner generate a report 
for all forensic print examinations describing how many latent finger and palm prints there are in 
each case, how many are of value, where each print of value was located and obtained, and 
which prints were identified as being identical to a particular individual. A report should be 
generated for all requests from a CID detective to compare a specific individual in a particular 
case or cases whether identification was established or not. 
 
 
Finding 8 – The Forensic Services Division does not have a local finger and palm print database 
computer system consisting of finger and palm prints of those individuals arrested in Forsyth 
County. The division currently relies on the state fingerprint database, State Automated 
Fingerprint Identification System (SAFIS), which is limited in its capability to provide many of 
the functions that a local database could provide. In fact, the state system is more complex to 
operate and requires latent print input by a latent print expert. The value of such a local database 
cannot be over stated and offers remarkable value for use throughout the agency and 
interoperability with other networking agencies.  
 
Recommendation 8.1 – Consultants recommend the funding of a local finger and palm print 
database that has the capability of electronically storing finger and palm print data. The system 
should not only have the capability of searching latent finger and palm prints stored in the local 
database but should also be capable of networking with other agencies that have finger and palm 
databases creating an interoperability between systems. There are several agencies along the I-40 
/ I-85 corridor that currently have this technology and several others that are planning to acquire 
this capability in the near future. The Greensboro Police Department just recently installed a 
local finger and palm print database system that could easily be shared with the Winston-Salem 
Police Department.  
  
 
Finding 9 – There are an insufficient number of employees working at any one time in the jail 
booking room to effectively maintain the booking process and chemical breath testing of 
arrestees.  
 
The position title for this job function is Police Processing Technician or PPT with a primary job 
responsibility of fingerprinting and photographing arrestees brought into the Forsyth County jail. 
This is a service provided to all law enforcement agencies in Forsyth County and has been an 
traditional, established responsibility of the Winston-Salem Police Department for many years. 
The fingerprinting of arrestees is a service that must be provided 7 days a week, 24 hours a day. 
Currently there is only one PPT allocated for each of the four Forensic Services Division squads. 
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When the on-duty squad PPT is scheduled to be off or calls in sick, a crime scene technician 
from the on-duty squad must work in the booking room. This results in a reduction in the number 
of technicians available to respond to requests for crime scene investigation. If a PPT resigns, 
crime scene technicians are used to perform that job function until a new person is hired and 
trained. Furthermore, PPT’s are required to conduct chemical breath testing of individuals 
arrested for Driving While Impaired. This responsibility is not only an additional burden while 
on-duty, but the PPT must also appear in court to testify about the results of these tests, taking 
them away from their responsibilities in the booking room. Another issue of concern is that not 
everyone arrested in Forsyth County is being fingerprinted which reduces the number of 
fingerprints on file for comparison with the latent prints recovered from past, present, and future 
crimes scenes.  
 
Recommendation 9.1 – Consultants recommend that the staffing for the booking room be 
maintained at a minimum of two PPT’s at all times.  
 
Recommendation 9.2 – Consultants recommend that conducting chemical breath tests be the 
responsibility of a sworn officer and not the PPT. 
 
Recommendation 9.3 – Consultants recommend that all persons arrested in Forsyth County for 
a criminal offense be fingerprinted and photographed each time they are arrested and not just 
when fingerprints and photographs are not on file. The value of high quality prints and 
photographs cannot be overstated when the primary use of these records is to assist in solving 
crimes that have occurred and for future criminal investigations. 
 
 
Finding 10 – Another aspect of the booking process that is in need of updating is the manner in 
which positive identification of arrestees is established. Currently, arrestee finger and palm prints 
are captured digitally on a system known as a Livescan. The captured data is then printed on a 
standard fingerprint card and later classified using an outdated, complex method of classification 
known as the Henry System. This is a 100-year-old system of filing fingerprint cards based upon 
a method of identifying the class characteristics of all ten fingerprints and then creating a 
formula or classification for that set of prints. The fingerprint cards, which also contain the palm 
prints on the back side, are then filed by the classification, not by name or identifying number. 
This method of filing the cards allows for a systematic method of manually searching all 
fingerprint cards of the same classification in an effort to determine positive identity. The Henry 
method of classification has not been used in modern identification bureaus for decades.  
 
The Henry system of storing and searching fingerprint cards for the purpose of establishing 
positive identification has been replaced by modern computer technology that is easy to use and 
much more accurate than this manual method of establishing positive identification. When the 
need arises to establish positive identification immediately, the PPT must classify the fingerprint 
card of the individual whose identity is in question, and then manually search the Henry 
fingerprint files, manually comparing every set of fingerprints on file under the same 
classification. This is a very time consuming process that can take several hours to complete, and 
its accuracy is less then acceptable in today’s world of available modern technology. 
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Furthermore, all PPT’s and crime scene technicians must attend an off-site training program, at a 
cost to the agency, for the purpose of learning this complex manual system of fingerprint 
classification.  
 
Recommendation 10.1 – Consultants recommend the funding of a computerized fingerprint 
management system known as a NIST Manager (National Institute of Standards Technology) 
that electronically stores the arrestee finger and palm print data and provides an instantaneous 
search capability for the purpose of establishing positive identification. The NIST Manager 
eliminates the need for a manual fingerprint file resulting in the quick electronic recovery of 
fingerprint cards from a database. Another feature of the NIST system is that it provides for what 
is known as a “one-to-many fingerprint search.” When an arrestee is brought to the booking 
room one finger is place on a small scanning device, and if the arrestee is in the database, a 
positive identification is established immediately. This “one-to-many” or “mobile quick 
fingerprint identification system” can be accessed not only in the booking room but also remote 
locations. What this means is that officers on the street can be armed with a small portable, 
wireless, electronic scanning devices which are capable of capturing a fingerprint image and 
transmitting the image remotely for a search of the NIST Manager. If identification is 
established, the NIST Manager then returns a photograph and demographic information of the 
individual in question, ether on a mobile data computer or a cellular telephone. Much like 
networking capability of the local finger and palm prints database mentioned in a previous 
recommendation, the NIST Manager can also be networked with other agencies. This networking 
capability would allow for the searching of other agency databases for the quick mobile 
fingerprint identification. For example, when an officer on the street encounters an individual 
whose identity is in question, a search of the WSPD database would take place first, and if there 
were no identifications, then a search of all other networked agencies databases would take 
place.  
 
 
Finding 11 – The facility currently being used by crime scene technicians to process and 
package evidence is located in a two-bay garage. One of the bays is used for storing supplies for 
the Evidence and Property Management. This garage is the only area available for use to 
examine and package evidence which contains bio-hazard materials, such as blood stained 
materials and materials recovered from decomposed bodies. These items are often putrid, and 
there is no ventilation in the garage to remove the putrid smells. This garage is not secured to 
limit access by employees other than those assigned to the Forensic Services Division. Evidence 
lockers used for temporary storage of evidence are nothing more than small, old metal-grate 
cabinets, once used as gym lockers in a school. Tables rather than laboratory counters are used to 
examine, package, and prepare evidence for submission to the crime laboratory. Evidence 
needing to be analyzed with chemicals, powders, and alternate light sources for the development 
of latent print evidence is also processed in this garage. Ventilation is inadequate, and when 
certain processes are used, the large overhead doors must be opened to reduce the exposure to 
chemical fumes. The garage does not have adequate laboratory equipment for the development 
of latent prints on large items such as long guns, and not does it contain the necessary equipment 
to adequately capture, reproduce and enhance latent print evidence. The small laboratory space 
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inside the Forensic Services Division that was once designated for the processing and 
development of latent evidence is now being used for employee work stations. 
 
Recommendation 11.1 – Consultants recommend funding to provide the Forensic Services 
Division with an adequate laboratory environment that is secure from intrusion by individuals 
not assigned to the division and is properly ventilated and equipped to be used for the 
development and preservation of latent print evidence. This laboratory facility should be 
adequately equipped to properly handle evidence containing bio-hazards and a “clean room” for 
the preparation of evidence for DNA analysis. State-of-the-art temporary evidence storage 
lockers are needed in addition to a secured temporary bulk evidence storage facility. Facilities 
that are properly ventilated and can be readily decontaminated are needed for the proper handling 
of evidence items that have become blood soaked or putrefied.  
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Forensic Services Division, 2007 

Total number of Arrestees Processed – 11,478 
 
Assault 299 
Arson 8 
Burglary 2,193 
Communicating Threats 11 
Disorderly Conduct 23 
Drugs 98 

DWI 232 (breath test) 
33 (blood test) 

Embezzlement 1 
Family Offense 5 
Forgery 8 
Fraud 23 
Homicide 25 
Kidnapping 48 
Auto Breaking and Larceny 357 
Larceny from Auto 276 
Larceny 196 
Shoplifting 15 
Liquor Laws 1 
Motor Vehicle Theft 393 
Rape 66 
Robbery 275 
Sexual Offenses 15 
Stolen Property 15 
Trespassing 38 
Vandalism 205 
Weapons Violation 73 
TOTAL  4,932 
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State Automated Fingerprint Identification System Totals, 2007 

 

 

Ja
nu

ar
y 

Fe
br

ua
ry

 

M
ar

ch
 

A
pr

il 

M
ay

 

Ju
ne

 

Ju
ly

 

A
ug

us
t 

Se
pt

em
be

r 

O
ct

ob
er

 

N
ov

em
be

r 

D
ec

em
be

r 

T
O

T
A

L
 

              
Latent Prints Examined 291 237 301 271 211 248 287 228 261 201 210 234 2,950 
Suspects Identified  14 10 22 16 10 11 16 16 12 12 12 10 161 
Reverse Identifications 1 2 - - - - - - 1 - 1 - 5 
Latent Prints Identified 51 28 59 45 29 32 57 41 39 41 54 20 496 
  
 Number of Suspects Identified by Case Type 
Homicide - - 1 - - - - - - - 3 - 4 
Robbery 2 - 1 - - - 1 - 1 - 1 1 7 
Rape - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 
Residential B&E 7 1 4 9 - 2 5 3 3 5 1 5 45 
Commercial B&E 2 1 4 1 3 1 3 2 2 - 1 1 21 
Vehicle Thefts 1 3 10 5 5 6 6 7 3 7 2 1 56 
Vehicle B&E 2 2 1 - - 1 1 2 3 - 1 2 15 
Misc. - 3 1 1 2 1 - 2 - - 3 - 13 
TOTALS: 14 10 22 16 10 11 16 16 12 12 12 10 161 
              
*Approximately 1,531 cases submitted to be run on AFIS. Total of 161 suspects identified. 
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PERSONS INTERVIEWED 
 
City Manager Lee Garrity 
Assistant City Manager Derwick Paige 
City Councilman Nelson Malloy 
City Councilman Robert Clark 
City Councilwoman Vivian Burke 
City Councilwoman Joycelyn Johnson 
City Councilwoman Molly Leight 
City Councilwoman Wanda Merchel 
Chief of Police Patricia Norris 
Assistant Chief Ronnie Abernathy 
Assistant Chief Louis Saunders  
Captain D. Clayton 
Captain K. Leonard 
Captain T. Jones  
Lt. T. Best   
Lt. C. Thompson 
Lt. S. Perkins  
Lt. J. Fereilli  
Lt. S. Smith  
Lt. B. Macey 
Sgt. R. Taylor   
Sgt. C. Robert   
Sgt. R. Cozart 
Sgt. E. Craven   
Det. D. Taylor   
Cpl. M. Poe 
Cpl. R. Davis 
Det. K. Wilkinson   
Det. M. Adams 
Det. S. Sluder 
Officer J. Bowman 
Evidence Manager Michelle Poe 
Latent Fingerprint Examiner Charles Crater  
Records Section Manager Mary Rumble  
Administrative Assistant Janice Williams  
Assistant City Attorney Julie Risher  
Senior Systems Analyst Julia Connelly  
District Attorney Thomas Keith 
Assistant District Attorney David Hall 
Forsyth County Pubic Defender Pete Cleary and several members of his office 
Twenty-five citizens in a town meeting public forum 
Fourteen citizens in private at the town meeting 
Three citizens by telephone 
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DOCUMENTS REVIEWED 
 
Sykes Administrative Review Committee Report 
 
City Manager’s Recommendations from the Sykes Administrative Review Committee Report 
 
WSPD Retreat 2007 – Sykes Case Overview (CD) 
 
Resolution of the Winston-Salem City Council Establishing a Citizen Review Committee For 
The Silk Plant Forest Investigation Administrative Review and related documents 
 
Silk Plant Forest citizen review committee memorandum 
 
Quality Standards for Investigations, President’s Council on Integrity and Efficiency, and 
Executive Council on Integrity and Efficiency 
 
WSPD General Orders relating to the Administrative Division, Criminal Investigative Division, 
Field Services Bureau, and Crime Scene Investigations 
 
WSPD Criminal Investigations Division Standard Operating Procedures 
 
Compliance records related to C.A.L.E.A. 
 
WSPD Report Writing Manual 
 
Major criminal investigations checklists 
 
WSPD Policy Manual 
 
Identification Division Standard Operating Procedures 
 
WSPD Strategic Plan November 2004 
 
WSPD Strategic Plan Accomplishments December 2006 
 
2005 legal update training outline, schedule and roster for discovery/Brady Issues  
 
Photo Line-Up Policy (new and old) 
 
Becoming The Totally Responsible Person (TRP) Workbook 
 
Management’s Role in Keeping Good People Good  
 
WSPD Ethics Training Program 2004-2007  
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Institute for Dismantling Racism Program 
 
Results-Based Problem Solving Training Program 
 
Results Based Management and Supervision Training Program 
 
Professional Standards/Internal Affairs Summary Report 7/01/2006 – 12/31/2007 
 
Career ladder proposals  
 
Career ladder program for non-supervisory officers implementation summary 
 
WSPD police pay plan 
 
City of Winston-Salem Education Assistance Policy 
 
City of Winston-Salem Compensation (Pay Plan) and related Board of Alderman actions 
 
Charting Our Course-WSPD Strategic Plan 2006-2009 
 
WSPD Legal Bulletins March 2002, Summer 2004, and Summer 2006   
 
Implications of Untruthful Behavior Training PowerPoint  
 
Incident Investigation Report Form (05/01/2002) 
 
Investigative Services Bureau daily roll call  
 
Investigative Service Bureau personnel chart Rev. 10/31/2006 
 
WSPD cases referred to CID report 01/01/2006 to 12/31/2006 
 
WSPD cases referred to CID assigned staff report 01/01/2006 to 12/31/2006 
 
Case Management Status Code Sheets 
 
Investigator cases by assignment date range (PISTOL Report) 
 
WSPD CID delinquent open cases report (01/01/2002 – 01/23/2008)  
 
Homicide cases assignment log (date assigned – date due)  
 
Squad sergeants PISTOL case logs for 2007 
 
Eight separate WSPD/CID crime statistical (Crystal) reports for the years 2006 and 2007 
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PHOTOS, FORENSIC SERVICES DIVISION 
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THE COURTi- My understanding from you is that

there is not one. You had not ordered one? the State does

not have one. So we'll proceed in the absence of such.

MERRITT DRAYTON. being first duly sworn, testified as follows

during VOIR DIRE BXftMINftTION by MR. YEATTS;-

MR. YEATTSi- May I proceed, Your Honor?

Q. You are Merritt Drayton?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And where do you live, Mr. Drayton, as of now?

A. 1300 Western Boulevard, Central Prison, maximum security.

Q. And are you serving a prison sentence there, sir?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And what is that for?

A. Two counts of murder, one count of manslaughter; double

life and ten.

Q. All right, sir, and is one of those murder convictions in

regard to a gentleman by the name of Arthur Wilson?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were you present when that homicide occurred?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And was there a robbery of that gentleman, that is, was

property taken from his person?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And do you recall when that was?

A. September '83.

Drayton - Voir Dire
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Q. September of '83. Now, on that occasion, the victim

being -Rrthur Wilson, did that robbery and murder occur

outside of a building on the street?

A. On a street.

Q. Do you know what street that was?

A. Claremont.

Q. Claremont. About what time of day or night did that

homicide and robbery occur?

A. It was at night.

Q. Do you recall was it in the morning hours or

A. Somewhere between 11:30, 12:00, 1:00 o'clock.

Q. Somewhere between 11:30 and 1:00

A. yes, sir.

Q. is that approximately when it was? All right, sir.

Now, do you recall what the weapon was that was used to kill

Mr. Arthur Wilson?

A. Yes, axe handle.

Q. And was there more than one axe handle? Just one axe

handle?

A. Just one axe handle.

Q. And do you know who carried that axe handle to the scene

out on the street there on Claremont?

A. Yes.

Q. Who carried it?

A. Mitchell. Sammy.

Drayton - Volr Dire
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Q. Sammy Mitchell?

Yes, sir.

Q. All right, sir, and who accompanied Mr. Sammy Mitchell

out on the street with that axe handle?

A. Myself, Darryl Hunt.

Q. Anyone else?

A. Mattie Mae.

Q. Okay. And Mr. Arthur Wilson, how old was he?

A. Maybe in his forties. I can't

Q. And what was his condition that night, that is, was he a

sober, strong, alert man or was he intoxicated, old, feeble,

or what?

A. Intoxicated.

Q. To what extent, just slightly intoxicated, very

intoxicated, medium, or what?

A. Probably very intoxicated.

Q. Very intoxicated. Was he of such physical condition at

that time on the streets that night that he could have fought

one individual alone and successfully whipped them?

MR. FERGUSON.- OBJECTION.

THE COUfiTi- SUSTAINED.

Q. All right, don't answer that. What was his physical

condition as far as being able to protect himself?

MR. FERGUSON«« OBJECTION.

THE COURT OVERRULED, if he knoWS.

brayton - Voir Dire
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Q. You may answer.

A. No, be wouldn't be able to £ight one person.

Q. All right, sir. Now, who participated in robbing Mr.

Arthur Wilson?

A. Myself, Sammy Mitchell, Darryl Hunt.

Q. Who participated in killing Mr. Arthur Wilson?

A. Myself, Darryl Hunt, Sammy Mitchell.

Q. Who first got a hold of Mr. Arthur Wilson?

A. Sammy,

Q. And would you describe how he got a hold of him?

A. Just something sort of clothesline type move.

Q. And when you say clothesline type maneuver, are you

talking about putting your arm or hand around somebody?

A. Using — use the part of your arm in here as clothesline,

taking it around.

Q. Putting it around their neck and bringing them down?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. All right, and Sammy Mitchell did that?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Okay. What happened after he did that?

A. Just beat and kicked him and robbed him and stuff.

Q. Who administered the beating with the axe handle, if

anybody?

A. Sammy.

Q. Who kicked Mr. Arthur Wilson, if anybody?

Drayton - Voir Dire
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A. Myself and Darryl.

Q. Okay. Anybody else use the axe handle other than Sammy?

A. Yes, I did. And later on at the last part of it.

Q. And was there more than one blow administered to Mr.

Arthur Wilson by Sammy Mitchell?

A. Yes.

Q. How many blows approximately?

A. Several. I couldn't give you a direct number.

Q. More than ten?

A. I can't give you a quite number.

Q. Do you know how many blows you administered to him?

A. No.

Q. More than three?

A. Several.

Q. All right, sir. Approximately how many times was he

kicked by you?

A. A lot.

Q. And approximately how many times was he kicked by Mr.

Darryl Hunt?

A. Several.

Q. Who took whatever property he had from him?

A. All three of us.

Q. Okay. What property did you take from the deceased, Mr.

Arthur Wilson?

A. Money.

Dray ton -
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Q. And where was that money located?

A, His front and back pocket.

Q. Did you personally take any of that property yourself

from the person?

A. Out of his pocket, yes.

Q. Would you state whether or not Mr. Darryl Hunt took any

of that property from his person?

A. At that time, yes, because it was his — exchange was

made at the time*

Q* All right, sir. Now, after these events took place, did

you all go in the same direction?

A. Started the same direction but broke up.

Q. And what distance were you from the deceased when you

broke up approximately?

A. Running away I guess ten or fifteen feet. Ten or fifteen

feet when we started running.

Q. All right, sir. And when you say you broke up, that is,

explain what you mean by that.

A. Running in different directions.

Q. Did you meet up later somewhere?

A. Yes.

Q. And what did you do when you met up later?

A. Just exchange of money.

Q. All right. Any statements made about saying anything to

law enforcement about this matter?

Drayton - Voir Dire
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A» Yeah, I wasn't to open my mouth about it..

Q. All right. Are you familiar with Sammy Mitchell and

Darryl Hunt?

A. Yes.

Q. Have you seen them together on other occasions?

A, They're running partners.

Q* And when you say running partners, would you explain to

the Court what you mean by that?

MR. PBRGUSONt- OBJECTION, if Your Honor please.

THE COURT;- SUSTAINED.

Q. How many times have you seen them together before?

A. A lot.

Q. Are you familiar with the habit that they have in regard

to rolling or robbing individuals?

MR. FERGUSONt- OBJECTION.

THE COURT*:- SUSTAINED.

Q. Would you state whether or not you have heard Mr. Darryl

Hunt make statements in regard to other individuals?

MR. FERGUSON»- OBJECTION.

THE COURTi- SUSTAINED.

Q. State whether or not you have heard Darryl Hunt and Sammy

Mitchell make statements in your presence in regard to

robbing other people.

MR. FERGUSON.- OBJECTION.

-  SUSTAINED.

Drayton - Voir Dire
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Q. Would you state whether or not you've heard any statement

from Sammy Mitchell in regard to robbing other individuals or

rolling them?

MR. FERGUSON»- OBJECTION.

THE COURTi- SUSTAINED.

Q. Do you have any personal knowledge of any other

participation in other robberies?

M&tJEEiSSSms - OBJECT.

THE COURT?- Does he have any personal knowledge of

any other participation in any other robberies, is that your

question?

MR. YEATTSf Yes, sir.

THE COURTi- How is that relevant?

MR. YEATTS:- Your Honor, if he has personal

knowledge that Darryl Hunt and Sammy Mitchell robbed

THE COURT8- You didn't ask him that.

MR. YEATTS8- Excuse me.

Q. Do you have any knowledge of Mr. Darryl Hunt and Sammy

Mitchell participating — personal knowledge — participating

in other robberies?

A. I can't say robbery but fights, something like that, you

know, other people.

MR. YEATTSi- I have no further questions at this

time.

THE COURTi- Cross Examination.

Drayton - Voir Dire

000872 
NCIIC - Documents from Rabil



*  «M M V

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

VOIR DIRE EXAMINATION- By MR. FERGUSON:-

Q. Do I understand that the only time you claim to have been

involved in something with Sammy and Darryl was with the

Arthur Wilson matter?

A. Yes.

Q. You yourself have been involved in some other murders,

haven't you?

A. Yes.

Q. You took a piece of rope and strangled a lady to death

one time, didn't you?

MR. YEATTSt- OBJECTION to the phrasing of the

question.

THE COURT8- OVERRULED.

Q. Didn't you?

A. No.

Q. You testified —-

A. I wasn't — I wasn't convicted of putting the rope myself

and strangling her.

Q. You testified under oath at one time that you

participated in a murder where a lady had a rope put around

her neck and she was strangled, isn't that right?

A. Yes.

Q. And that didn't have anything to do with Sammy Mitchell

and it didn't have anything to do with Darryl Hunt, did it?

A. No.

Drayton - Voir Dire
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Q. And in that murder on one occasion you claimed that the

participants were one group of people, isn't that right?

A. Yes.

Q* And then on another occasion you claimed that the

participants were a completely different group of people,

didn't you?

A * Yes.

Q. And then you participated in another murder, didn't you,

of — you knocked somebody down. You knocked your girlfriend

down the steps and killed her, didn't you?

A. No, sorry about that, you're wrong.

Q. You were convicted of that, weren't you?

A, No, she wasn't my girlfriend. I wasn't convicted of

killing my girlfriend.

Q. You were convicted of killing a lady named Mary Smith,

weren't you?

A* Yeah, she wasn't my girlfriend.

Q. All right. Well, you were convicted of knocking some

stranger down the steps and killing her, is that it?

A. Yes, I plead to manslaughter. Involuntary manslaughter.

Q. And in that murder, Darryl Hunt and Sammy Mitchell were

in no way involved, isn't that right?

A. No.

Q. Now, back to the Arthur Wilson homicide. You claimed

before that Arthur Wilson was in the drink house buying

Drayton - Voir Dire
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people drinks, didn't you?

A • iTes •

Q. And you testified that Sammy Mitchell wanted him to buy

him a drink.

A. I did.

Q. And that Arthur Wilson refused to buy him a drink, didn't

he?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And that after he refused to buy him a drink, Sammy

Mitchell appeared to be upset with him because he wouldn't

buy him a drink.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And appeared that he had bought everybody else in the

house a drink.

A, Yes, sir.

Q. And Sammy Mitchell decided he'd get even with him because

he didn't buy him a drink, isn't that right?

A. I didn't never say get even.

Q. Well, you said after he refused to buy him a drink, you

said that Sammy Mitchell said something about we'll get him

later or we'll take care of him, something like that, isn't

that right?

A. He was mad but it was never said get even.

Q. All right. In other words, Sammy Mitchell decided to do

something to him because he was mad, isn't that right?

Drayton - Voir Dire
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A. I would say so, yeah.

Q. Okay. And then I think you said also that Arthur Wilson

had been in the house flashing money — in the drink house

flashing money.

A. Yes.

Q. So that everybody in the drink house knew that he had a

large sum of money because he was bragging about it, isn't

that right?

A. Yes.

Q. And you claimed at that trial that — that you didn't

have any discussion with Darryl Hunt, isn't that what you

said?

A. No, I can't remember that.

Q. All right, in any event, after the drinks — after the

drinks were refused to Sammy Mitchell by Arthur Wilson, you

say that you and Darryl and Arthur (sic) followed him

outside, isn't that what you testified to?

A. No.

Q. You and Sammy, I'm sorry, and Darryl followed Arthur

Wilson out of that house after he refused to buy the drink,

isn't that what you say?

A. No, I said lady named Mattie Mae and Wilson went out of

the house. X didn't say all of us went together.

Q. All right, but you and Mattie Mae and Wilson, you said,

went out of the house.

Drayton - Voir Dire
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A. Yes, sir.

Q. And there was no plan, according to what you said, to

kill Arthur Wilson, was it?

A. No, no plan to kill him.

Q. Okay. And then you claim that a£ter Arthur Wilson went

down the street that all three of you jumped on him.

A. Yes.

Q. And —

MR. gERGUSONi- Your Honor, I believe these are all

the questions we'd have for this purpose at this time.

MR. YEATTSs- Your Honor, I have a couple more, if

I may.

VOIR DIRE EXAMINATION^ By MR. YEATTS:-

Q. Mr. Drayton, was there a plan to rob Arthur Wilson?

A. Yes.

MR. FERGUSON^- OBJECT and MOVE TO STRIKE.

THE COURTf- OVERRULED.

Q. Mr. Drayton, why did you wait until he got outside of the

house on Claremont Street?

MR. FERGUSONi- OBJECT.

THE COURT.- OVERRULED.

A. Because the house was crowded. It's a drink bouse. Lot

of people was in that area so there's no way you could just

jump on somebody and beat them down and do anything to them.

MR. YEATTSi- I have no further questions.

Drayton - voir Dire

000877 
NCIIC - Documents from Rabil



04 WKd 44400 Fage J.J.O&

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

XO

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

TOE COURT8- ReCross.

MR. FERGUSOMt- I don't haV© any other —

VOIR DIRE EXAMINATION- By MR. PERGUSONj-

Q. Wellr you recall testifying at the earlier trial that you

didn't really know why they wanted Arthur Wilson to go

outside? Do you rem^ber testifying about that?

A. Things were so old now* ̂  don't think — even try to

keep up with the event.

Q. So you just don't remeiftber what you said about that# is

that right?

A, Vaguely.

Q, only vaguely?

A. {Nodding head affirmatively.)

MR. FERgDSONi- All right. I don't have any

further questions.

TOE CODRT!~ All right, sir, you may stand down at

this time, Mr. Witness.

(Witness left stand.)

THE C00RT8- All right, call the jury in, sir,

(Jury present.)

THE COURT8- Members of the jury, the Court will

now take the lunch recess. Follow the instructions you've

received heretofore. You may be excused until 2s00 o'clock.

Return by that time to your present seats. Escort the

jurors, sir.

Drayton - Volr Dire
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  29 

  1  Q.   Okay.  Are there any specific mistakes that you 

  2   have in mind as it relates to -- 

  3 A. No, I don't.

  4 Q. -- supervising this case?

  5 A. No, I don't.  I just -- 

  6 Q. Okay.

  7 A. -- know that every -- everybody makes -- well, you

  8   know, not with McCoy, no. 

  9 Q. Okay.

 10 A. But other supervisors I do.

 11 Q. As it relates to this particular case?

 12 A. Well, yes, sir.

 13 Q. Can you tell me about that?

 14  A.   Sure.  We were directed sometimes to go out and 

 15   take statements from people we've already taken statements 

 16   from.  And it -- it got to the point that -- you were 

 17   wanting -- I think the people wanted you to believe what I'm 

 18   saying, you know, I told you this.  But it got to the point 

 19   where you -- when you were in a courtroom and even through 

 20   all the hearings and deposition -- not deposition, but voir 

 21   dire hearings and this and that that -- that people would 

 22   testify and they'd say, well, somebody went out the back 

 23   door.  And the next time they'd say, well, he went out the 

 24   front door.  Well, then you have a good defense attorney 

 25   who's saying, well, you don't know what door he went out, 
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         1     you know.  And then they're hammering these people over what 

 

         2     door he went out, not what they saw at the crime scene, 

 

         3     which was important. 

 

         4               And I had a district attorney and nicknames for 

 

         5     people -- Rowdy Yates.  I don't know if you know who -- he 

 

         6     was from Surry County.  I think -- 

 

         7          Q.   He was on the Sykes' case? 

 

         8          A.   Yes, sir. 

 

         9          Q.   Yeah. 

 

        10          A.   He was.  And he was talking to me about this.  And 

 

        11     he said, One of the biggest problems with the Wilson case is 

 

        12     all of this little stuff that the police department can't do 

 

        13     it, and then you get into all these other things.  And 

 

        14     that's where -- that's where these individuals are -- get 

 

        15     hammered is -- is because they take the little stuff and 

 

        16     make it something big instead of what happened.  And -- and 

 

        17     I agree with that wholeheartedly, you know. 

 

        18          Q.   And it -- it sounds like that decision to go out 

 

        19     and get multiple statements was coming from someone higher 

 

        20     up? 

 

        21          A.   Yes, sir.  Someone higher up. 

 

        22          Q.   Okay.  Okay.  Do you know who made that -- 

 

        23          A.   I think it was Captain Gomez (phonetic). 

 

        24          Q.   Gomez, okay. 

 

        25                
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April 10, 2019 – Arthur Wilson, Part I 

Page # Description Exhibit  

1 Interview of MW on April 10, 2019 by Brian Ziegler (BTZ), 
Catherine Matoian (CLM), and Beth Tanner (DET).  Julie 
Boyer, counsel for MW, was also present.  

 

2 Exhibit list.  

3--7 BTZ explains to MW that the interview will take place 
over two days, and that the current interview will focus 
on one of the cases he’s applied to the Commission on.  
MW talks about where he’s from and a prior case he was 
convicted of that he stated he was innocent of 
committing involving burning down a house. 
 
MW states he’s been diagnosed as having paranoid 
schizophrenia, and that he is on medication and receives 
counseling. 

 

8-10 Discussed previous relationship with a woman named 
Yvette Johnson whom he dated prior to Mattie Mae 
Davis. 

 

11-12 BTZ tells MW that the Commission has reviewed a lot of 
his records, including his phone call records.  Suzanne is 
MW’s current fiancé.  BTZ and MW discuss phone calls 
between MW and Suzanne. 

 

13-16 MW states he knew Smith through Mattie Mae Davis’ 
brother in law, Willie Little.  States that they were having 
a party when Smith came outside “bugging” him, and 
that she pushed him, and he then shoved her and she fell 
down a set of stairs and hit her head.  Does not know 
when he first talked to police about this case. 

 

17-21 Did not know Arthur Wilson.  Found out about his death 
from the newspaper, and stated, “there were little things 
that I could pick up from it and I’d use it.  But when they 
questioned me and some of the things that I had heard, 
I used it.  And then they started trying to make a case of 
it” (p. 20, lines 18-21).  MW said people talked about how 
Wilson was robbed and beaten, and that he used 
information from the articles in the newspaper to fill in 
the rest of his story to the police. 

 

22-23 Wasn’t at Ezell’s drink house the night Wilson died, but 
stated he would go there with Mattie Mae two times a 
week.  MW had seen Mitchell and Hunt there before. 

 

24-35 BTZ shows MW a map (Exhibit 42) and asks him to use a 
pen to indicate where buildings and streets were in the 
area of the drink house the night Wilson’s body was 
found.  The map with MW’s markings is introduced as 
Exhibit 43. 

Exhibit 42- Map  
Exhibit 43 – Map with Mr. 
Williams’ marks 



36-39 MW states he knew Mitchell from the neighborhood, 
and that “[w]hen he’d get drunk, he loved to fight a lot” 
(p. 36, lines 13-14).  Did not see him the night Wilson was 
killed.  MW also knew Hunt, but did not meet him until 
after Wilson was killed. 

 

40 Was previously a confidential informant in the ‘80’s and 
stated he didn’t get anything out of it. 

 

41-42 Went by the nickname “Junior”.  Clarifies that he had not 
been a confidential informant for WSPD, but another 
agency. 

 

43-51 MW says he spoke to police about the Wilson case at 
least three to four times, and that this happened after 
Smith died.  Did not intend to kill Smith.  The first time 
he spoke to police, they were in an unmarked car getting 
food and MW was in the car with them talking about the 
Smith case.  Police questioned him about the Sykes case 
as well and said to MW, “you got to know something or 
you better know something more than that.  And that’s 
when [MW] implicated Darryl and Sammy into the 
Wilson case” (p. 49, lines 22-25).  MW states the police 
put in their report that he took them to the drink house, 
but MW says he couldn’t have done this because the 
house wasn’t there. 

 

52-54 MW says he talked about the Wilson case to police when 
they asked him about Sykes because he didn’t know 
anything about it.  He implicated Mitchell and Hunt 
because “they were the most hated people” (p. 52-53, 
lines 25-1), and they would get mad if people didn’t buy 
them drinks at the drink house:  “They’d get mad and 
start talking junk, cursing.  They might do pushing and 
shoving, but they never just jumped on anybody and 
beat them up” (p. 53-54, lines 24-1). 

 

54-57 MW says he implicated Mitchell, Hunt, and himself in the 
Wilson murder so that he could get out of being charged 
for Smith’s murder and didn’t think the police were going 
to do anything about Wilson’s murder.  BTZ asks MW 
why he thought this would help him.  MW states, “I tried 
for years to understand that, my logical thinking when 
that happened ain’t right.  I couldn’t figure it out at all” 
(p. 56-57, lines 25-2). 

 

58-59 MW:  “We went to the jailhouse and got questioned 
some more.  They had things that they knew about him, 
they asked me about him.  And so I just kept – the more 
I talked the deeper the hole got because the statements 
were – there were a lot of different statements.  And 
they kept going, kept going until things started to fit into 
more of a complete story” (p. 58, lines 9-15).  MW told 

 



police Wilson was hit with an ax handle because he had 
one at the house he lived in at the time, but says it wasn’t 
his and it wasn’t part of the murder.  MW also says he 
didn’t know Wilson had been hit in the head at the time. 

60-61 MW told police Mattie Mae’s brother, Thomas 
Thompson, gave him the ax handle because he didn’t like 
him.   

 

62-65 BTZ shows MW Exhibit 44 which is a report of an 
interview police conducted with MW on April 9, 1986.  
MW makes several statements to the police that are 
recorded in the report, including the following:  “Drayton 
also said that he and his wife had been in the drink house 
and heard an argument between Mitchell and the 
victim” (p. 65, lines 7-9).  MW says he never told police 
this.  His “wife” is Mattie Mae. 

Exhibit 44 – Police report of an 
interview with Merritt Williams 
on 4/9/1986 

66-83 MW states Mattie Mae was brought to the jail while he 
was being interviewed and the police said their stories 
had to match.  Mattie Mae agreed to go along with this 
“[b]ecause she thought I’d actually get out of it all 
together.  This was kinda of – I just told her or had her 
believing that I would come out of it, and so she went 
along with me.  We did the whole story together” (p. 68, 
lines 7-11).  MW says police took him and Mattie Mae to 
the location of where the drink house had been and that 
they were in separate cars.  MW says people came out of 
the drink house on that date and then went back inside 
while he was still sitting in the police car.  This is when he 
gave the police two names of women who did not like 
Mitchell or Hunt:  Barbara Bason (Bason) and Patricia 
Williams, although MW only knew Bason as “Big Titty 
Barb” and Williams by her last name only.  Bason and 
Williams didn’t like Mitchell or Hunt because they would 
“pester” them.  MW said police took him out to the scene 
several times and always at night, and that he did not 
know exactly where Wilson’s body was found. 

 

84-87 MW is shown Exhibit 45 which is a police report from 
April 11, 1986 which states that MW “pointed out a 
residence at 1720 Claremont Avenue.  Drayton stated 
that the assault occurred in the street almost in front of 
1720 Claremont Avenue” (p. 86, lines 5-8).  MW says this 
never happened and that he never pointed this area out 
to police.  Further, MW says, “They had me sign a bunch 
of statements.  They’d recorrect some stuff in it and mark 
some stuff and had me sign it” (p. 87, lines 12-14).  MW 
never read these statements before signing them. 

Exhibit 45 – Police report from 
April 11, 1986 

88-91 MW discusses being interviewed by police and never 
seeing a recorder.  He believed at the time Wilson was 

 



beaten and stomped to death, but learned from Zerwick 
from an interview she conducted with MW in 2004 that 
this wasn’t true. 

92 Mattie Mae believed that if she went along with the 
same story as MW that she would be able to get her kids 
back because they had been taken from her. 

 

93-95 BTZ shows MW Exhibit 45 again.  MW says he knew 
nothing about a car that drove by, but police asked him 
what he did when a car came by and its head lights hit 
him.  MW didn’t know this until police brought this up, 
so MW told police that he, Mitchell, and Hunt “took off 
running” (p. 94, line 9).  BTZ reads from the report which 
states that “[Drayton] … Sammy Mitchell, and Darryl 
Hunt ran down 17th Street.  The people in the car were 
chasing them.  They cut through the front yard of a house 
and went across 18th Street and followed a path back to 
Ezelle’s house on Claremont” (p. 94, lines 18-24).  MW 
says he doesn’t remember telling police that.  “I told 
them we ran to a house and we went through it.  But the 
house they talked about, there’s no way to go to Ezelle 
house because that’s going away from that.  You couldn’t 
come back to that because it was going in the opposite 
direction” (p. 95, lines 3-7). 

Exhibit 45 – Police report from 
April 11, 1986 

95-98 MW talks about being polygraphed, and how he told the 
police he hit Wilson on the hands and head with a stick.  
MW says police didn’t make him any promises for 
implicating himself in Wilson’s death, but, “… police said, 
Well, this could help you down the road if you just tell us 
what’s going on, tell us the truth.  And that’s when I just 
went … along with it” (p. 98, lines 10-13, 15). 

 

99-103 MW made up that Wilson was robbed after he heard 
someone say Wilson carried money.  BTZ shows MW 
Exhibit 46, an undated letter MW wrote to Detective 
Weavil and Sergeant McCoy about Mattie Mae taking 
police to a pawn shop to get Wilson’s watch.  MW admits 
he wrote this and that Mattie Mae didn’t know about the 
watch because they didn’t discuss that specifically when 
they were in the room together at the police station.  
MW says, “I suggested most of the things that I could 
think of that would help me, but none of it was ever true” 
(p. 102-103, lines 25-2).  MW also requested police send 
him cigarettes in the letter, and he says that sometimes 
police would send him cigarettes, but he didn’t know if 
this was a gift or not. 

Exhibit 46 – Undated letter 
written by Merritt Williams to 
Detective Weasil (sic) and 
Sergeant McCoy  

104-106 MW would sometimes reach out to the police to come 
talk to him in jail to recant what he had told them about 
Wilson’s murder, but that no one would listen.  He wrote 

 



a letter to the Justice Department recanting, but states 
the letter “disappeared” (p. 105, line 21-22).  MW never 
told Zerwick about this letter when she interviewed him 
in 2004, but MW says it appeared in one of her articles. 

107-116 BTZ asks MW if he remembered the first time he went to 
court for this case which was a preliminary hearing with 
Mitchell and Hunt.  MW states he “consciously regretted 
[it].  I couldn’t turn it back.  There was no turning around” 
(p. 107, lines 12-13).  MW regretted implicating himself, 
Mitchell, and Hunt in a case they had nothing to do with, 
and that he couldn’t turn this around because the 
prosecutor “hated them – he hated those two more than 
anything.  And he – he disliked me because when I 
started to try to come from up under it, it pissed him off 
just that more” (p. 108, lines 3-6).  MW read a lot of 
articles that former District Attorney Donald Tisdale 
(Tisdale) wrote, including an article about how he kept a 
stick that Mitchell allegedly used in a prior case.  
“[Tisdale] had did articles and stuff.  During the time all 
this was going on, people were going to him and asking 
him questions.  He had just come in office.  He got voted 
out.  A new DA went into it.  And somebody did an 
interview with him and he started talking about Sammy 
and Darryl, how it’s so hard to get them and he finally got 
them and all that stuff” (p. 110, lines 18-23).  MW 
believes he read this article in the Winston-Salem 
Journal, which he was able to get while he was in prison. 

 

117-118 BTZ shows MW Exhibit 47, a letter written by MW and 
dated May 5, 1986 where he states he must decide if he’s 
going to live or die.  MW says he wrote this when he was 
really depressed. 

Exhibit 47 – Letter Merritt 
Williams wrote Bates number 
2501 

119-121 MW doesn’t remember testifying in court on May 5, 
1986, but BTZ tells him he did.  MW says he believed he 
testified that he did commit the Wilson murder and 
doesn’t recall ever testifying under oath that he was not 
involved.  MW changed lawyers because he was trying to 
get out of the Wilson murder and “[t]hey weren’t trying 
to hear it.  And then I implicated myself in another 
murder and they decided it’s time to go” (p. 120, lines 
20-22). 

 

122-123 MW decided to plead guilty in the Wilson case because 
there was nothing he could do, and one night after the 
plea, he was taken to the hospital:  “I was in the cell and 
I had – reflecting on everything that went down and I had 
got depressed and I used a chemical.  And they took me 
to the hospital and made me gag it up” (p. 122, lines 22-
25).  He tried to kill himself because he didn’t see a way 
out of this.   

 



124-125 BTZ asks MW if he was ever offered anything if he 
planted drugs on Alderman Vivian Burke, and MW says 
that he doesn’t know anything about this.  MW does 
recall telling someone that he “told a lie on two people 
who would be electrocuted for something they didn’t 
do” (p. 124, lines 21-22).  MW admits that he made 
several phone calls during this time period, but he 
doesn’t remember who he called or what he was calling 
about. 

 

126-128 MW thought he sent letters during this period, but didn’t 
remember what he wrote in the letters.  BTZ shows MW 
Exhibit 48, an affidavit signed by MW that someone 
typed up for him.  The affidavit talks about why MW 
came forward in the Wilson case where he talks “about 
feeling pressured and being afraid” (p. 127, line 5).  MW 
remembs writing another affidavit, but doesn’t know 
what happened to it, and says he wrote it because he 
was “trying to help everybody get out from under what I 
told” (p. 128, lines 21-22). 

Exhibit 48 – Affidavit Bates 
stamped 2739 

129-133 Recalls testifying again as a State’s witness, but doesn’t 
recall what he testified to.  MW states his testimony 
wasn’t true. 

 

134-140 Knew Mitchell had been convicted of Wilson’s murder 
and had spent years in prison, and knew that he wasn’t 
guilty of murdering Wilson.  MW was in camp with 
Mitchell twice and said that Mitchell “just gave up” (p. 
135, lines 12-13).  He apologized to Mitchell several 
times and told him he’d write a statement for him so he 
could get back into court, but Mitchell said no.  MW 
never saw Hunt in prison, but did see him after he was 
acquitted on Wilson the second time in the Watauga 
County Jail. 

 

141-142 MW states he didn’t know the people named in Zerwick’s 
article that said they saw Wilson’s murder, and hadn’t 
heard their names until he read the articles. 

 

143 BTZ asked MW if he was present when Wilson was killed, 
if he got any of his money or belongings, and if he knew 
who killed Wilson.  MW states no to those questions. 

 

144-146 DET asks MW if he knew Richard Wright, Chuck 
Simmons, or Donald Simmons, and MW sas no.  MW 
states he dressed in jeans and a t-shirt or flannel shirt in 
the 80’s.  Said Mitchell and Hunt would dress casually 
when he saw them at the drink house. 

 

147-159 When MW would get depressed, he would try not to be 
around anyone.  He was first diagnosed with depression 
when he was in jail for arson prior to the Smith case.  MW 
says he used to drink daily and that he had a violent 

Exhibit 49 – 3/17 police report 
from the Mary Smith case  



relationship with Mattie Mae, and that he’s never been 
charged with a violent crime with someone he didn’t 
know.  DET shows MW Exhibit 49, a police report 
regarding the Smith case.  The police report states that 
MW told them he did not push Smith down the stairs.  
DET hands MW a highlighter to highlight the portions of 
the report that are not true based on his understanding 
of what happened.  MW highlights the portions of the 
report that state Willie Little was arguing with Smith and 
that Smith took a step down and missed the next step 
and fell head first down the rest of the stairs.  MW says 
only he and Smith were on the porch. 

159-163 DET shows MW Exhibit 50, a report dated March 18, 
1986.  The report states that MW threw Smith off the 
porch.  MW says that was incorrect and that he pushed 
her.  “The only thing I did was try to get her out of the 
house and I got her to the steps and she started arguing 
with me and I just pushed her, not to try to kill her or 
anything” (p. 163, lines 9-11). 

Exhibit 50 – 3/18 police report  

164-166 At some point during the Wilson case, Mattie Mae 
speaks to Mitchell and MW says, “That’s supposed to be 
when she went to try to get him to – to confess more or 
less to – and she had something recorded” (p. 164, lines 
24-1).  DET shows MW Exhibit 51, the transcript of the 
recorded conversation between Mattie Mae and 
Mitchell where she told Mitchell she was pregnant.  MW 
says Mattie Mae couldn’t get pregnant at the time. 

 

167-168 MW states he believed Smith was an informant on the 
Deborah Sykes case.  BTZ goes back to read part of 
Exhibit 48 to MW where he says in his affidavit that while 
Officer Spillman was questioning him about the Smith 
case, “he started asking me a lot of questions about the 
murder of Deborah Sykes.  He told me that Mary Smith 
was working for the police on that murder investigation” 
(p. 168, lines 4-7).  MW doesn’t recall this, but says 
everything in his affidavit is true. 

Exhibit 48 – Affidavit Bates 
stamped 2739 

169-170 MW is asked about a car that pulled up to the house after 
Smith died with three people inside.  MW states they 
weren’t cops and they didn’t know who he was, but 
asked him what happened to Smith.  MW says this 
occurred on March 18th, the day before he was arrested 
for her murder and the day after Smith died.  Mattie Mae 
came out and told him not to answer their questions and 
they drove off.  MW didn’t know why Mattie Mae said 
this to him and they never talked about it. 

 

171-172 MW would see Mitchell and Hunt at night at Ezelle’s 
drink house and sometimes at a club across the street 

 



from where he lived.  The club had a bouncer named 
Verde and the club is since now closed. 

173-178 MW states he goes by the last name Williams now and 
not Drayton.  MW says he didn’t know Mitchell to carry 
an “ax stick” with him, but that it might be the same thing 
that Tisdale spoke about in the Zerwick article he read:  
“he went on and on about how he, you know … hated 
him and he was glad he got him off the street.  And he 
talked about this one time he arrested him and got this 
stick away from him.  But I’ve never seen him tote a 
weapon out there when I was around him” (p. 174, lines 
15-19).  MW talks about how he would read the Winston-
Salem Chronicle. 

 

179-182 MW did not know Wilson and would not have recognized 
him at the drink house, and that he was not at the drink 
house when Wilson was killed.  MW says he was with 
Yvette Johnson the night Wilson was killed because he 
was trying to go with Mattie Mae and Yvette at the same 
time. 

 

183 During this time period, MW was trying to be with 
Yvette.  MW was with Yvette before he met Mattie Mae.  
He would be with one today and then the other one.  
Yvette hated Mattie Mae.  Yvette had a baby boy that 
might have been MW’s.  MW would see the baby and 
Mattie Mae did not like that. 

 

184  MW never told Yvette he killed someone in South 
Carolina.  MW never got violent until he moved. 

 

185 MW’s relationship with Yvette and Mattie Mae started 
before he was in prison for arson charge.  MW met 
Mattie Mae when Yvette was pregnant.  After prison, he 
was not dating them at the same time.   

 

186 After prison, he was in a relationship with Mattie Mae 
and not with Yvette, but he still saw Yvette.  Yvette told 
him he would go to prison for the rest of his life if he 
stayed with Mattie Mae. 

 

187 MW had never been to the drink house the night he saw 
the ambulances.  Mitchell and Hunt would do stupid and 
obnoxious stuff.  MW never saw them steal money. 

 

188 MW never acted as an informant with drugs in Winston-
Salem.  He did that years before in another county.  A 
police officer he knew who worked at the police 
department asked him to help. 

 

189-190 MW first heard about Wilson’s death after he came back 
from prison for the arson charge.  Everyone was talking 
about it.  The only thing he knew was that he was killed 
on Claremont.  When he talked to the police about it, the 
police would tell him that it couldn’t have happened the 

 



way MW said.  He would sometimes talk for hours with 
them. 

191 The police would give him hints and MW would put it in 
the story.  When he talked to police about Smith, they 
never told him that what he described was not right. 

 

192-193 He told police that he pushed her.  He didn’t throw her 
down the steps.  The first time he was not charged with 
it.  The charge came after he was convicted of the last 
murder.  People referred to Wilson as “Art.”  A white 
male detective put him in a room with Mattie Mae for 
over an hour.  They “wanted the stories collaborate” (p. 
192, line 24). 

 

194 The only person he has told about meeting in a room 
with Mattie Mae was the Commission. 

 

195 The five percent of the story about Wilson that is true is 
the part about his getting killed and the car thing.  His 
attorneys wanted to get off his case after he implicated 
himself in the second murder. 

 

196 He did not have an issue with his attorneys being black.  
They were trying to plead him out quickly.  He had no 
concerns about the black community putting pressure on 
the attorneys.  He received a letter in jail from someone 
that stated they didn’t believe they did it. 

 

197 Wrote a letter to the US DOJ because he was told that 
the best way to handle it was to recant and to not send 
it to the State because they wouldn’t listen.   

 

198 Has not written any other recantations other than the 
letter to the Justice Department, the 15-page affidavit, 
the affidavit shown to him today, and any other 
documents shown to him today. 

 

199 Never spoke to Hunt’s community supporters.  Thinks he 
sent a letter to Reverend Mendez. 

 

200-201 Knows who Imam Khalid Griggs is, but never reached out 
to him.  He would not have done so because Imam Griggs 
has a different belief as a Muslim.  He tries to stay away 
from Muslims. 

 

202-203 Mitchell became a homosexual in prison and he was out 
of control.  His mind was gone and he did not care about 
getting out. 

 

204-205 MW was a State’s witness in Hunt’s second trial.  Two 
people from the DA’s office spoke to him before putting 
him on the stand.  They told him he was brought to 
testify about what happened in the case.  He never told 
them that it did not happen.  There were many times he 
wanted to.  He has sent the Commission everything he 
has on the case. 

 



206-207 MW did not know about Zerwick.  The day before she 
saw him in prison he was told she was a reporter who 
wanted to talk about his murder cases.  She went 
through everything with him.  She came back a second 
day to talk about Bryson.  She told him that he did not kill 
Bryson, and that Robbin Carmichael did it.  She did not 
give him any other names.  MW first heard Carmichael’s 
name 18 to 20 months after he was at Central Prison and 
before he talked to Zerwick.   

 

208-210 MW never gave any documents to Zerwick.  She brought 
things and a cameraman.  She did not bring the 15-page 
affidavit or the DOJ letter.  After the article was 
published, she sent it to MW.  Everything in the stories 
was new to him.  He did not know about the head injury, 
autopsy report, and lack of bruises and scratches. 

 

210-213 He did not talk about the evidence presented at trial with 
Mitchell.  When he first spoke to police about Wilson, 
they came and took him in their car from the jail.  
Someone told the police MW wanted to see them.  
Weavil told him to tell the jailers to contact the police, 
and to let them know if he could remember anything to 
help himself.  He did not talk to anyone about his plan to 
reach out to the cops. 

 

214 It was his plan to talk about the Wilson case based on 
what he learned about it from being around in the 
streets.  At first he just implicated Hunt and Mitchell, but 
he was told it did not sound right.  When he implicated 
himself, they felt that it was the correct thing. 

 

215-217 MW is asked if there is anything in Exhibit 44 that he did 
not tell police, and is told to highlight those portions.  He 
knows that what he highlighted he did not tell the police.  
He did not tell the police that Mitchell got the ax handle 
from Tommy Thompson to keep for him.  Mattie Mae 
had moved five times from the time MW went to prison 
for the arson until the time he came back.  She did not 
have the ax handle.  It was there in the house they moved 
into that was previously occupied by “somebody and her 
brother.”  He told police that the ax handle was the 
weapon. 

Exhibit 44 – Police report of an 
interview with Merritt Williams 
on 4/9/1986 

218-219 His lawyer told him they were going to get the ax handle 
matched up with the autopsy to see if it could have been 
the weapon, but they didn’t.  He pleaded guilty before 
they did anything.  The police said that there had to be a 
weapon and MW suggested the ax handle.  He came up 
with it on his own after the police said he had a head 
wound and that someone hit him in the head with an 
object. 

 



220  MW never knew the date because his Mattie Mae had 
eaten potato salad that made her sick and she lost her 
baby.  MW never said that the victim had flashed money 
in the drink house and had a large amount of money on 
him.  He was not there to see it. 

 

221 MW is asked if there is anything in Exhibit 45 that he did 
not tell police, and is told to highlight those portions.   

Exhibit 45 – Police report from 
April 11, 1986 

223-225 MW stopped talking to his biological mother about a 
year ago because she would not tell him anything about 
his dad.   

 

227 MW did not tell police about the potato salad, the victim 
having a large amount of many, or Mitchell asking the 
victim why he couldn’t buy him and Hunt a drink.  He also 
did not tell the police about an argument over the card 
game. 

 

228  He did not tell police anything about Mitchell telling him 
to take Wilson to Red Mosley’s house, and leaving with 
Wilson and Mattie Mae.  He did tell police he walked with 
Wilson down Claremont toward 18th Street, and Hunt 
and Mitchell came out the door behind them. 

 

229 The police never indicated that the facts MW highlighted 
were not things they wanted included in the statements.  
He did tell police that Mitchell clotheslined Wilson with 
his arm. 

 

230 MW did not tell police the part about the $20 five dollar 
bill, the square toe boots Hunt was wearing. 

 

231-233 MW met someone who said that Wilson did not carry a 
lot of money on him.  This person told him that Wilson 
would take one dollar and put it around a bunch of 
newspaper.  He did this to make it seem like he had a lot 
of money. 

 

234-235 When he was at Forsyth County jail, they had visitation 
on certain days. 

 

236 Certificate of transcript.  

 



 

 

 

 

               NORTH CAROLINA                  GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE 

               FORSYTH COUNTY                  SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION 

                                               CASE NO.: 86 CRS 018809 

 

               ______________________________ 

 

               STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, 

 

                         Petitioner,               T R A N S C R I P T 

 

               vs.                                 Merritt Williams Drayton 

 

               Merritt Williams Drayton,           Recorded Interview 

 

                         Defendant. 

               _______________________________ 

 

 

 

 

                    This is the transcript of the recorded interview taken 

 

               of Merritt Williams Drayton which was conducted by Brian 

 

               Ziegler, Staff Attorney, Donna "Beth" Tanner, Associate 

 

               Director, and Catherine Matoian, Grant Staff Attorney, from 

 

               the North Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission.  The 

 

               interview took place on April 10, 2019. 

 

 

 

               APPEARANCES: 

 

                    Brian Ziegler, Staff Attorney 

                    Donna "Beth" Tanner, Associate Director 

                    Catherine Matoian, Grant Staff Attorney 

                    North Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission 

                    P.O. Box 2448 

                    Raleigh, NC 27602 

 

 

               Also Present:  Julie Boyer, Esq. 

                              Merritt Williams Drayton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



                                                                         2 

 

 

         1                            E X H I B I T S 

 

         2       Number                                              Page 

 

         3         42    Map                                            31 

 

         4         43    Map with Mr. Williams' marks               35 

  

         5         44    Police report of an interview with Merritt   62 

                         Williams on 4/9/1986 

         6 

                   45    Police report from April 11, 1986          85 

         7 

                   46    Undated letter written by Merritt Williams  100 

         8               to Detective Weasil (sic) and Sergeant McCoy 

 

         9         47    Letter Merritt Williams wrote Bates       116 

                         number 2501 

        10 

                   48    Affidavit Bates stamped 2739              126 

        11 

                   49    3/17 police report from the Mary Smith case   152 

        12 

                   50    3/18 police report                            159 

        13 

                   51    Transcript                                    166 

        14 

                   52    Statement                                    226 

        15 

 

        16 

 

        17 

 

        18 

 

        19 

 

        20 

 

        21 

 

        22 

 

        23 

 

        24 

 

        25 

 

 

 

 

  



                                                                         3 

 

 

         1                         P R O C E E D I N G S 

 

         2               MS. MATOIAN:  Did you have an easy travel, sort 

 

         3     of, kind of? 

 

         4               MS. BOYER:  I probably took a very different way 

 

         5     than you guys did.  Did you come up 40? 

 

         6               MS. MATOIAN:  Yeah. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  Yeah. 

 

         8               MS. BOYER:  And how many times did you want to 

 

         9     just out and say screw this, I'm not driving that? 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  Only once, but it lasted for like an 

 

        11     hour. 

 

        12               MS. MATOIAN:  Right. 

 

        13               MS. BOYER:  Oh, yeah. 

 

        14               MS. TANNER:  I stayed in Marion last night, so it 

 

        15     was -- 

 

        16               MS. BOYER:  Okay. 

 

        17               MS. TANNER:  -- yeah.  I was in Winston yesterday. 

 

        18               MS. BOYER:  Okay.  I take -- I took 421 up from 

 

        19     Winston, so it's a much easier drive -- 

 

        20               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        21               MS. BOYER:  -- even though it's curvy. 

 

        22               MS. MATOIAN:  Right. 

 

        23               MS. TANNER:  Sorry, I didn't help anything. 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  Yeah.  I'm sure you have a lot of 

 

        25     (inaudible). 
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         1               So, Mr. Williams, I'm sure Ms. Boyer already 

 

         2     talked with you about this, but I just want to make sure you 

 

         3     understand that we are a neutral agency.  We're attorneys 

 

         4     but we don't represent you and we don't represent the 

 

         5     district attorney's office. 

 

         6               So you've obviously applied to our agency on two 

 

         7     different cases. 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes, sir. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  Today we're going to be primarily 

 

        10     talking about one of those cases.  And I think you 

 

        11     understand that there will be another interview tomorrow. 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  Before we really get into that, I 

 

        14     just want to ask a little bit of background about you. 

 

        15               Were you born in Winston-Salem? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  No, sir. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  Where were you born? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  I was born in New York in Harlem. 

 

        19     And I was put up for adoption in Harlem, so I got adopted to 

 

        20     a family in South Carolina. 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  And when did you move to 

 

        22     Winston? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  I went to Winston in '80. 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  In 1980? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  And did you stay there continuously 

 

         2     up until the time you were arrested? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I had went back to High Point, 

 

         4     then I came back to Winston in '81 and I stayed there to the 

 

         5     time I got arrested.  Let's see, I went to -- I got 

 

         6     incarcerated on a charge of burning a building not subject 

 

         7     to arson. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  And I went in and I got out.  And 

 

        10     when I got out, that's when these murders start, got these 

 

        11     murders. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  When did you get arrested for that, 

 

        13     for the burning? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  In '82. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  And where did that take place? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  Winston-Salem. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  What happened?  Just very briefly, 

 

        18     what happened there? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  There was a house that was up for 

 

        20     sale and we had -- two of us had -- we were trying to 

 

        21     purchase the house.  So across from there was a person that 

 

        22     we knew.  They didn't like -- they couldn't stand us.  But 

 

        23     we would go in and out and we tried to work on the house. 

 

        24     And one day, the police came to the house and said somebody 

 

        25     burned the house down.  Well, when we over, the house was 
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         1     burned down.  Somebody burnt like in the kitchen.  But the 

 

         2     female across from where the house is at, she said she seen 

 

         3     me go in the house and burn the kitchen down.  So I got 

 

         4     arrested with no evidence at all.  They didn't really -- it 

 

         5     was -- she testified in court and that's how I got arrested. 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you do that? 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I don't know who did it. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you know anything about it? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  'Cause we put so much money 

 

        10     into it.  It would be crazy to even attempt to do it. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  So even before any of these charges 

 

        12     that we're here to talk about today, if I understand, you 

 

        13     did prison time for something that you say you did not 

 

        14     commit prior to any of this? 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  That I didn't commit.  I had issues 

 

        16     in South Carolina.  That was, boy, years and years before 

 

        17     this. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Do you have any mental health 

 

        19     diagnoses? 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  A diagnosis, paranoid 

 

        21     schizophrenia. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Is that a current diagnosis? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  That was -- that's years and years 

 

        24     ago.  Now, I had just met with my psychologist/psychiatrist 

 

        25     today, and he said I had 30 years of -- you know, I have 
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         1     issues.  But he said now things seem -- come -- start coming 

 

         2     around because I've been taking my medicine.  I've been more 

 

         3     active. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  Sure. 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Used to not be around people at 

 

         6     all. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  Are you -- are you receiving mental 

 

         8     health treatment right now? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  What kind of treatment? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  I take Zoloft and I go to 

 

        12     counseling every 60 days. 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  And between your diagnosis and your 

 

        14     treatment, how does that affect you? 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  If I stop taking the medicine, I go 

 

        16     into a depressed stage again. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  And that's what the biggest problem 

 

        19     was; I had severe depression.  And so now I'm somewhat more 

 

        20     able to deal with things a little better. 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  When you're not on your 

 

        22     medicine, do you feel like you have any trouble 

 

        23     understanding what's going on? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I -- I believe I get more 

 

        25     anxious and then I feel -- feel out of place.  I don't 
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         1     communicate with people once I do that, period.  I don't get 

 

         2     around nobody; I won't go outside.  I just stay inside to 

 

         3     myself. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  Does your medication or not being on 

 

         5     your medication affect your ability to remember things? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  Some things I can't remember; some 

 

         7     things I can. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  And to be clear, today and 

 

         9     tomorrow, for that matter -- we're obviously talking about 

 

        10     things that happened a long time ago. 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes, sir.  I understand. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  If you do not remember, just say you 

 

        13     don't remember.  We're not asking you to try and piece a 

 

        14     puzzle together if you're not sure what happened, okay? 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  All right. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  Who is Yvette Johnson? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  We did each other for a while. 

 

        18     Matter of fact, we dated each other before this stuff 

 

        19     started, before they ever got to any of it. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  How did that relationship end? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  When I started, I guess, caught 

 

        22     myself stepping out and messing with Mattie Mae Davis. 

 

        23     That's when that kind of (inaudible). 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  Between the two of you, between you 

 

        25     and Yvette, how did that end? 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  Well, that's when I started messing 

 

         2     with Ms. Davis. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Did you ever have any -- 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Issues with her? 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  No.  I'm still talking about -- 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  Oh. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- Ms. Johnson. 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  All right. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you and Ms. Johnson ever have 

 

        10     any -- any issues of violence? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  Tell us about that a little bit. 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  Well, she had an angry streak and I 

 

        14     did too.  And one time she -- I came in late.  I got in the 

 

        15     bed and she had a paring knife in the bed and I didn't see 

 

        16     it, she stuck me with that.  Most times I guess you'd say we 

 

        17     just fight most the time. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  So what you just described 

 

        19     was her being violent against you.  Were you ever violent 

 

        20     against her? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  Because I had -- because I 

 

        22     could easily be set off by the things she'd do.  I'd get 

 

        23     violent -- 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- but -- 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  And when you were violent, 

 

         2     what did that look like? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  It wasn't what you call a beat a 

 

         4     person and drag them out like take them to their death. 

 

         5     Just more pushing and shoving than anything.  I hit her a 

 

         6     couple times and she hit me, more or less a domestic dispute 

 

         7     more or less than really anything else. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you ever try to pour chemicals 

 

         9     down her mouth? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  Uh-uh. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you ever -- did you ever get 

 

        12     arrested on any of these domestic issues? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  On -- her -- yes.  We -- me and her 

 

        14     did one time.  I did get arrested and went to court.  And 

 

        15     the judge was -- he was kind of wild.  He said, Y'all two -- 

 

        16     y'all stay at it all the time.  He said, Y'all just have to 

 

        17     part ways or y'all just go ahead and get married in the 

 

        18     courtroom now to try to save me the trouble.  So I left and 

 

        19     we parted ways.  We ended right back together all the time. 

 

        20     We just ended up back together. 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you ever get convicted for any 

 

        22     of those? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  So I think you probably understand 

 

        25     that in our review of your case we've reviewed a lot of 
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         1     records that have been available. 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  Including your phone calls from 

 

         4     prison. 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you understand that? 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Who is Suzanne? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Fiancee. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  A current fiancee? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  There is some phone calls 

 

        13     when you were talking with Suzanne and you talk about people 

 

        14     that you referred to as "the people from Raleigh."  Who is 

 

        15     that that you were talking about? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  I would tell -- I told her when 

 

        17     people like y'all would come, talking to this quiet people. 

 

        18     I don't remember his name.  I just said people from Raleigh 

 

        19     are coming to see me and talk about it. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  So when you say "the people from 

 

        21     Raleigh," you were talking about us? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  And there is a call -- 

 

        24     another call with Suzanne where you mention the people from 

 

        25     Raleigh -- this is not a direct quote.  I don't remember 
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         1     exactly what you said. 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  Okay. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  But the effect of it was digging up 

 

         4     records they have no business digging up.  What were you 

 

         5     talking about? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  Digging up records they have no 

 

         7     business digging up.  Oh, no.  That's not -- that's not 

 

         8     y'all.  That's here.  They do a lot of digging in Raleigh, 

 

         9     too.  They dig up things that just -- they just need to let 

 

        10     it die. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  What kind of things? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  My past from when I was small, a 

 

        13     juvenile when I was in South Carolina.  That's how I got the 

 

        14     schizophrenic call.  When I went to prison there, they did a 

 

        15     full workup, mental health workup, and that's when I was 

 

        16     diagnosed.  And that was just the one thing I wanted to let 

 

        17     it go. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  And they would not. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  And there was -- to your 

 

        21     understanding it was people from DPS that were looking into 

 

        22     that? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Who is Mary Smith? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  Mary was a friend of me and Mattie 
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         1     Mae Davis in Winston. 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  How did you know her? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  I met her through Mattie Mae's 

 

         4     brother-in-law. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  And who's that? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  Willie.  I don't know Willie last 

 

         7     name now. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  Would that be Willie Little? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  And I may be mistaken, so please 

 

        11     correct me if I'm wrong. 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  There -- there are sometimes a man 

 

        14     named Millie -- of Willie who is referred to as being 

 

        15     mentally retarded.  Is that the same person -- 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- do you know? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  It's not the same person. 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Did Mary Smith live by you? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  She just frequently come over 

 

        23     to the house. 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  And why would she do that? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  Well, Willie would come over and 
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         1     we'll -- Mattie Mae, we'd have like parties and stuff and 

 

         2     they'd just come over.  A lot of people just drank and -- 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Where were -- where were you 

 

         4     living at that time? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  That was 18th -- what you call 

 

         6     that?  It was down -- just about downtown where -- where the 

 

         7     arrest -- when they arrested me.  I can't remember the name 

 

         8     of that street.  The same place Ms. Smith died. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Is that an apartment on 9th 

 

        10     Street? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  9th Street, yeah. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  What happened with Ms. Smith? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  We had a party going on and there 

 

        14     was like 12 of us and we were in the house just drinking.  I 

 

        15     went outside and she came out bugging me.  And I told her to 

 

        16     quit.  I went back in and came back out and she started 

 

        17     cursing.  She pushed me and I just shoved her.  But when I 

 

        18     shoved her -- I'm seeing -- it's no railing.  It's a railing 

 

        19     here because it's -- it's set high, but here it's a long 

 

        20     walkway down.  When I pushed her, she was on that first 

 

        21     landing and she went on down the rest of the way. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  She hit her head. 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  What happened immediately after that 

 

        25     push?  Immediately after she fell, what happened next? 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  I can't remember what happened 

 

         2     next.  I can't remember if I went for help or I didn't.  I 

 

         3     can't remember. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  Somebody must have called the 

 

         5     police, called 9-1-1? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  Somebody did, but I don't know who. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you know who that was? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  Was it you? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  It was not you? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  No, it wasn't me. 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  Then what happened?  Who came out 

 

        14     after -- after Mary Smith landed at the bottom of the 

 

        15     stairs? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  Mattie Mae and some other people 

 

        17     came out the house. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  And then I think next door a young 

 

        20     girl said she came out on the porch, too. 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Who came out to your house 

 

        22     that wasn't already there as far as in response to the 9-1-1 

 

        23     call? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  Ambulance, I know they came. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  I know they came and that was it. 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did any police come that night? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  No, they didn't come that night. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  When is the first time you 

 

         5     talked to police about Mary Smith? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  They came -- I had went to the 

 

         7     hospital to see her myself and she was still unconscious. 

 

         8     And I spent most of the night there with her.  Came back. 

 

         9     Either a couple of days later -- she passed when we came to 

 

        10     the hospital.  She passed. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  So I just want to make sure I'm 

 

        12     understanding you correctly.  You do not recall talking to 

 

        13     police until after she died? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  I can't remember if I talked to 

 

        15     anybody before or not. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  I know that they did come to the 

 

        18     house and we talked because we went downtown, I think, and 

 

        19     talked about it. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  And do you recall how long it 

 

        21     was after she died before you got arrested? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I can't remember how long it 

 

        23     was. 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  I know you said that you knew 

 

        25     Mary Smith through Willie Little -- 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- and she would come to your house 

 

         3     at your parties. 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  Would you say that you were friends? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  I guess you'd say friends but not 

 

         7     as close -- not close friends -- 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- you know. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  Who's Arthur Wilson? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  He's the guy we were charged with 

 

        12     killing, beating to death from the liquor house -- 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you -- 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- on Claremont. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you know him? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  Actually, I did not. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  Had you ever met him? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you know him by name? 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  Actually, not -- 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  Like before this incident -- 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- if somebody -- if somebody says 

 

        24     Arthur Wilson, do you know who they're talking about? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you know -- did you know his 

 

         2     face?  Had you seen him around? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  To tell you the truth, no, I didn't 

 

         4     all.  I had been -- you know, I got out and I still couldn't 

 

         5     -- didn't see his face.  To this day, I still haven't seen 

 

         6     but the face that they put in the paper.  And I do not. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  Had you heard his -- did you know 

 

         8     him by nicknames? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  What did you know about him? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  What did I know about him?  After I 

 

        12     got arrested and everything, you know, I started being asked 

 

        13     about certain things in the neighborhood by the police.  And 

 

        14     not the -- not -- I guess not directly, but one of them 

 

        15     asked me if I knew anything about Arthur Wilson, and I told 

 

        16     him no.  But then -- 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  Hang on.  Just rewind about 

 

        18     20 seconds. 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  Okay. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  Where were you when you were talking 

 

        21     to the police?  This conversation that you were just to 

 

        22     start telling me about when you said somebody asked you 

 

        23     about Arthur Wilson.  Where were you went this took -- took 

 

        24     place? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  In the back of a police car.  I 
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         1     think they pulled up to get them something to eat and that's 

 

         2     where the whole conversation started everything. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  And was this before Mary Smith? 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  After. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  This is after.  Had you already been 

 

         6     arrested? 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  I had been arrested, but 

 

         8     they let me go, too.  They had a thing where they let me go. 

 

         9     I got arrested for Mary Smith.  And we went to court, 

 

        10     something was wrong and they was going to throw it out, and 

 

        11     then me coming back later. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  So you had been arrested for 

 

        13     Mary Smith but you're out in the world and you -- 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  What -- what happened, when I 

 

        15     got arrested for Mary Smith, I went to jail -- I went to 

 

        16     jail, but I ended up getting out.  But then when I -- when 

 

        17     they come back again and questioned me the second time, they 

 

        18     arrested me, that's when everything got started. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  How did you first find out that 

 

        20     Arthur Wilson had died? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  I actually saw it, it was in the 

 

        22     newspaper.  They had that article on both murders in the 

 

        23     newspaper and... 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  When was that as best as you can 

 

        25     remember?  And you can use in relation to Mary Smith's 
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         1     death.  Was it before or after, as best as you recall? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  It was after Mary Smith death. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  After Mary Smith died -- 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- you saw an article in the 

 

         6     newspaper? 

 

         7               MS. MATOIAN:  And when you say "both murders," 

 

         8     you're talking about Wilson and Bryson? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes, ma'am. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  I'm sorry I interrupted you. 

 

        11     I'm trying to get a sense of the timing on that.  Okay.  So 

 

        12     tell me about this article that you saw. 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  It just was -- it was a lot of 

 

        14     things going on dealing with Darryl Hunt at the time.  And 

 

        15     they were putting together like little events that happened 

 

        16     in Winston-Salem with murders, and they listed a couple of 

 

        17     murders that were still, I guess, unsolved or things they 

 

        18     didn't know about it.  And there were little things that I 

 

        19     could pick up from it and I'd use it.  But when they 

 

        20     questioned me and some of the things that I had heard, I 

 

        21     used it.  And then they started trying to make a case of it. 

 

        22     They started asking me questions and I answered the best I 

 

        23     could. 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  Where had you heard those things? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  In the neighborhood.  It was the 
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         1     talk of the town.  Nobody -- 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  Are -- 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- nobody really cared. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  Are you talking about around the 

 

         5     time that it happened? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  Oh, after it happened. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  So the crime -- 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  It had to be '83. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  Right.  The crime happened in 1983. 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  Right before I went to prison. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  This -- this arrest and everything 

 

        12     we're talking about is 1986. 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  So when you're saying it was the 

 

        15     talk of the town, when was that, '86 or '83? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  '83.  Right before I went to 

 

        17     prison. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Was that prison for the 

 

        19     burning? 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes. 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  And what did you learn from it being 

 

        22     the talk of the town? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  People just talking about him being 

 

        24     robbed and he got beat.  And then the rest of it came from 

 

        25     newspaper articles.  There was a car was on the scene and 
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         1     the chase and stuff.  And I used -- put that all together 

 

         2     when I was making my statements to police. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  Where were you that night that he 

 

         4     was killed? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  I have no idea.  I know I wasn't 

 

         6     over there.  I know that. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  You were not at the drink house on 

 

         8     Claremont? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  Had you ever been there before? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  Would you go there often? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  Maybe two times, three.  Yeah, 

 

        14     about three.  That's it. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  Two times a week -- 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- or two times ever? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  No, a week. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  Two times a week.  Who would you go 

 

        20     with? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  Mattie Mae. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  And who would you normally see 

 

        23     there? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  Mr. Crowder, his son, his wife. 

 

        25     Sammy would -- his brother would be there more than 
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         1     anything.  Darryl, he'd come and go.  He wouldn't -- he 

 

         2     didn't normally stay.  He'd just come and go out. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  So you had seen Sammy there before? 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  And you had seen Darryl there 

 

         6     before? 

 

         7               You're nodding your head.  That -- is that a 

 

         8     yes -- 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- you had -- okay. 

 

        11               And you said you have no idea where you actually 

 

        12     were that night? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  No idea. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Did you spend most nights 

 

        15     around that time with Mattie Mae? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  We spent more time together 

 

        17     during that time. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Could she have been at the 

 

        19     drink house without you? 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  She went more than I did anyway. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  I'm going to show you a map 

 

        24     and just ask you to mark on it.  Actually, I'm not to show 

 

        25     you a map right at this moment.  We may. 
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         1               MS. MATOIAN:  They're in the car where they're 

 

         2     super useful to me. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  That's all right.  We can just 

 

         4     number them. 

 

         5               MS. TANNER:  That's all right.  We'll just write 

 

         6     it in.  We'll write it. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  I will show you this map. 

 

         8               MS. TANNER:  (Inaudible.) 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  So I apologize.  It's a little bit 

 

        10     of a bad copy and some of these street names have changed 

 

        11     since that time. 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  All right. 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  But this is -- this is labeled. 

 

        14     There's Claremont Avenue. 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  This is 17th Street down at the 

 

        17     bottom of the map. 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  It is my understanding that what is 

 

        20     called Bethlehem Lane right here used to be called 19th 

 

        21     Street.  Does that look right to you? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't if -- yeah.  Them old 

 

        23     buildings, they're new. 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Right, right.  And this -- I 

 

        25     understand that the buildings and things have changed. 
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         1               So this would be 19th Street at the top.  I'm 

 

         2     going to label it.  And it is my understanding that what is 

 

         3     now called New Hope Lane here in the middle of the map used 

 

         4     to be called 18th Street right in between 19th and 17th. 

 

         5     Does that seem right to you? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  There's something strange about 

 

         7     this because I lived on 18th.  18th was further up.  It 

 

         8     never ran across each other.  We stayed on 18th Street that 

 

         9     was here. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  So I think this is 19th and then you 

 

        11     go one block down to 18th -- 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- and you could go one block down 

 

        14     to 17th.  Does that seem right? 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  I can show you. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  Yeah, if you can.  And -- and I'll 

 

        17     tell you that -- 

 

        18               MS. TANNER:  Would you like a piece of paper? 

 

        19               MS. MATOIAN:  Do you want a red -- 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  Paper.  Yeah, a little -- 

 

        21               MS. MATOIAN:  -- a red pen? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- piece of paper. 

 

        23               MS. MATOIAN:  I got a paper.  I got one. 

 

        24               MS. TANNER:  You got it? 

 

        25               MS. MATOIAN:  Uh-huh. 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  I'll tell you, Mr. Williams, the 

 

         2     questions that I'm going to ask are about the location of a 

 

         3     church and the location of a store. 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  All right. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  Because I understand the buildings 

 

         6     have changed, so -- 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  Right. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- if you don't remember, I would 

 

         9     rather you tell me you just do not know than put something 

 

        10     on here that's not right. 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  See, what gets me is that -- 

 

        12     now here -- there's an 18th Street here.  Now, you come 

 

        13     on -- 

 

        14               MS. MATOIAN:  Mark that as 18th just so we can 

 

        15     remember. 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  And if you come back this way from 

 

        17     18th, you come to this. 

 

        18               MS. TANNER:  To what? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  To 19th Street and B, you'd -- I 

 

        20     think (inaudible.)  Now, you had to come back to this street 

 

        21     here. 

 

        22               MS. TANNER:  What is the name of that street there 

 

        23     that you're pointing at in your drawing? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't that's -- be 18th Street or 

 

        25     not.  Because what happened, it was a store on the corner of 
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         1     18th. 

 

         2               MS. TANNER:  What store? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  It closed down now.  It was an old 

 

         4     corner store.  I can't remember. 

 

         5               MS. TANNER:  What did they sell? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  I never went in it. 

 

         7               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  It was old. 

 

         9               MS. TANNER:  Can you mark that "store"? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  Let's see if I can do it and get it 

 

        11     right. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  So -- 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  That's okay. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- to look here, I don't know if 

 

        15     this will help you or not.  There's a black "X" already on 

 

        16     this map. 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  That is the location of the drink 

 

        19     house.  So if knowing that location -- 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  Okay. 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- will help you identify -- 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- where was the store -- 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- and where was the church. 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  Okay.  There is a little store 

 

         2     here.  And there's a little -- 

 

         3               MS. MATOIAN:  Here, use a red pen so we can see 

 

         4     it. 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  This is the -- this is an old -- 

 

         6     this was an old store right here. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  And it was across the street from 

 

         8     the drink house? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  It -- well, on the other side 

 

        10     of the street.  The drink house here, if you come this 

 

        11     way -- 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  Uh-huh. 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- right here used to be a church. 

 

        14     Right here. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  And that -- 

 

        16               MS. TANNER:  We need -- yeah, go ahead. 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Right there.  There used to be a 

 

        18     church right here. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  That may actually still be there. 

 

        20               MS. MATOIAN:  Will you write "store" and "church" 

 

        21     on those?  I'm sorry, I don't mean to confuse you, but I 

 

        22     just -- 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  All right. 

 

        24               MS. MATOIAN:  -- want us to know what we're 

 

        25     looking at. 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  That pen's not -- there it goes. 

 

         2               MS. TANNER:  There it goes. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Okay. 

 

         4               MS. TANNER:  So this is Claremont, right? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes, ma'am. 

 

         6               MS. TANNER:  So this store was on the corner of -- 

 

         7     of this part of Claremont across from the church? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        10               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Where there was some other 

 

        11     road coming in -- 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  There was -- 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  -- to Claremont? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  Right here there was like a little 

 

        15     land, but you can't go but so far, right by the church and 

 

        16     it stops.  I mean right by the store right here -- 

 

        17               MS. TANNER:  Uh-huh. 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- there's like a little -- it 

 

        19     looked like just a little road somebody would use to park 

 

        20     their cars and stuff.  But it went a little further back and 

 

        21     it stopped.  And the only way to get there would be through 

 

        22     here. 

 

        23               MS. TANNER:  And when you were there in the 1980s, 

 

        24     what was the name of the road that went beside the church 

 

        25     when you came to this intersection that was across from the 
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         1     store? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't remember if it was 17th or 

 

         3     16th.  I don't know if it was 17th or 16th Street. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  17th Street is here. 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  So I don't know what that was then. 

 

         6     I can't remember the name of it.  Now, see, 18th Street 

 

         7     is -- had two part to it because you have an 18th Street 

 

         8     here -- 

 

         9               MS. TANNER:  Yes, sir. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  Again, sir, I don't know if this 

 

        11     will help you, but this is 18th right here, one block over 

 

        12     from Claremont.  It's called Locust Avenue. 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  And you can see 18th Street and it 

 

        15     kind of dead ends at Locust Avenue. 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  It ends here, uh-huh. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  And then this block doesn't have a 

 

        18     street go through it. 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  That's right. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  But over here, today it's called New 

 

        21     Hope Lane. 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  So -- so, see, now, I don't know 

 

        23     what the name of that was at that time. 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  Could that have been 18th Street? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  It may have, but I don't -- I just 
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         1     don't know if it was 18th Street or not. 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

         3               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  That may be all we need to do 

 

         5     with the -- 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  Okay. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- map right now.  Thank you. 

 

         8               MS. TANNER:  We're going to mark this as 

 

         9     Exhibit 43, okay? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        11               MS. MATOIAN:  That's 42. 

 

        12               MS. TANNER:  42.  I'm sorry.  That will help us 

 

        13     keep up with it. 

 

        14                  (Exhibit Number 42 was introduced.) 

 

        15               MS. TANNER:  And I'm sorry, you drew a little bit 

 

        16     of something on the back of this paper and I just want to be 

 

        17     able to keep up with it. 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  Right. 

 

        19               MS. TANNER:  So this you drew here was 18th 

 

        20     Street? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        22               MS. TANNER:  You drew this corner store? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        24               MS. TANNER:  Is that the same store that you're 

 

        25     trying to represent on -- 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

         2               MS. TANNER:  -- on Exhibit 42?  No. 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  It was 18th over here, so I 

 

         4     didn't know what this -- I don't know if 18th Street had 

 

         5     continued over here or not. 

 

         6               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  Now, see, you've got 18th here. 

 

         8     There's a little corner store.  Because we lived on 18th. 

 

         9     When we come back, we'd have to come back up to get to this 

 

        10     over here.  So we don't know if that was 18th or not. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        12               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  So there were two stores? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        16               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  That's what I thought. 

 

        18               MS. TANNER:  And then what would this one here be? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  This line would be 19th. 

 

        20               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Can you just -- 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  But they -- but they got the 

 

        22     streets fixed.  I haven't been there in so long.  It was odd 

 

        23     because the street would start, and then once you turn out, 

 

        24     the other part of that street would be over here and start 

 

        25     up again. 
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         1               MS. TANNER:  There'd be a break? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  A break. 

 

         3               MS. TANNER:  It wouldn't be continuous? 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  It wouldn't be continuous.  And 

 

         5     that's what happened to 18th Street; it stopped here and 

 

         6     then it moved again. 

 

         7               MS. TANNER:  So it stopped there? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         9               MS. TANNER:  And there would be a break? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh.  It stopped. 

 

        11               MS. TANNER:  And then -- and then beyond the break 

 

        12     would be 18th again? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        14               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  Kinda like this way.  And that 

 

        16     could very well be 18th there. 

 

        17               MS. TANNER:  You're point to this -- 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes. 

 

        19               MS. TANNER:  -- what is labeled New Hope Lane -- 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  -- on Exhibit 42? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        23               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  And if on Exhibit 42, the 

 

        24     black "X" represents the drink house, where did you live? 

 

        25     Is that pictured on this map? 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh.  I lived -- 

 

         2               MS. TANNER:  It's off? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  I lived over there on 18th Street. 

 

         4               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  So you're pointing off 

 

         5     Exhibit 42 kinda in the corner? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         7               MS. TANNER:  Why don't you put a red "X" there and 

 

         8     put house or -- 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  It's -- 

 

        10               MS. TANNER:  That's fine. 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  It would be -- this black might be 

 

        12     better.  It would be in that area. 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  Like over there? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        16               MS. TANNER:  Can you write "house" there? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Do you want me to put an "X" right 

 

        18     here? 

 

        19               MS. TANNER:  Yeah, that's fine. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  That's fine. 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  And that's on Exhibit 42.  Okay.  And 

 

        22     then when you're using -- on your drawing, when you're doing 

 

        23     18th Street and the corner store, what is this line here? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  This is where I come back over and 

 

        25     get to this street. 
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         1               MS. TANNER:  Got it. 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  You see, because 18th here.  You 

 

         3     have to come back -- I considered it, well, like a little 

 

         4     block -- and you go down -- 

 

         5               MS. TANNER:  Uh-huh. 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- go down 19th and you hit -- you 

 

         7     would hit Claremont about in here somewhere. 

 

         8               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  So this line here is 

 

         9     Claremont? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  Claremont, uh-huh. 

 

        11               MS. TANNER:  Can you write that there for me? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  C-l -- C-l -- 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  C-l-a-r -- 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  M-o-u-n-t? 

 

        15               MS. TANNER:  That's fine.  And then what is this 

 

        16     line here representing in your mind?  19th.  Okay. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        18               MS. TANNER:  I'm going to mark this as Exhibit 43. 

 

        19     That's your drawing. 

 

        20                   (Exhibit Number 43 was introduced.) 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Thank you. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  All right.  Thank you, Mr. Williams. 

 

        23     I'll grab my pen back. 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  Sure. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  I appreciate it. 
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         1               So going back to that time in September of 1983, 

 

         2     did you know Sammy Mitchell? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  Oh, yeah.  I knew him. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you know him personally? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  Just by seeing him.  We 

 

         6     weren't no -- not close friends, but just like, you know, if 

 

         7     you go into a club and you meet people you know, like just 

 

         8     get familiar with them. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Would you say you just knew 

 

        10     him from around the neighborhood? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  What did you know about him? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  When he'd get drunk, he loved to 

 

        14     fight a lot. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  But when he's sober, he's all 

 

        17     right. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did people like him? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  Some.  They like him when he wasn't 

 

        20     drinking, he was all right.  And once he start to drinking, 

 

        21     he became really wild. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  How often would he drink? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  He -- I guess Sammy -- he stayed -- 

 

        24     he probably stayed there more than anybody else.  Because 

 

        25     when Mattie Mae would go, she would -- she'd come over to 
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         1     the house and she said she'd see Sammy always in the house, 

 

         2     so he went a lot. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Did you know about him ever 

 

         4     jumping on anybody in the neighborhood? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I never seen him jump on 

 

         6     people.  I'd just seen him argue.  While we were in the 

 

         7     drink house, he'd argue with people a lot. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you know him to carry weapons? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you know him to rob anyone? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Would you ever do anything 

 

        13     with him other than just seeing him in the drink house? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  We played cards when we're in the 

 

        15     drink house, but that's about it.  Nothing else. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you see him the night that 

 

        17     Arthur Wilson was killed? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you know Darryl Hunt back at 

 

        20     that time? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  How did you know him? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  The same way.  He frequented the 

 

        24     drink house hisself. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  How -- going back to Sammy Mitchell. 
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         1     How long did you know him about? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  From say '82 to the time I got 

 

         3     charged with the Wilson murder. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  So you think you met him in 1982? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  I knew him in '82. 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Did you like him? 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  We did a lot of things together 

 

         8     like drink and stuff, play cards.  We just -- I guess not 

 

         9     say like, but become friends somewhat of a -- to do things 

 

        10     together. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you dislike him? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  At times when he -- at times -- I 

 

        13     couldn't stand him at times. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  Why not? 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because he -- he took things a 

 

        16     little bit too far at times.  He would get angry.  He just 

 

        17     -- he'd just get wild really. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did he get angry with you? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  Sometime he did, but he -- we never 

 

        20     had no confrontation. 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  And now going back to Darryl 

 

        22     Hunt.  How long had you known him? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  I had known him -- I knew Darryl 

 

        24     after I met Sammy. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  So sometime after you met Sammy? 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you know him in 1983 when Arthur 

 

         3     Wilson was killed? 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Darryl, no. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  So at the times -- at the time 

 

         6     Mr. Wilson was killed, you did not know Darryl? 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  I met Darryl right before I went to 

 

         8     prison when I met -- met Darryl. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  Is that prison for the burning? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  For the burning, uh-huh. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  And that was -- that was in 1983? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  '83. 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  And what would you do with Darryl 

 

        14     Hunt? 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  We all went to the house together, 

 

        16     doing the same thing, drinking and playing cards. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you like him? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah, he's all right.  He was a kid 

 

        19     then.  He was all right.  He didn't never start anything. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you ever dislike him? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you ever have any confrontations 

 

        23     with him? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  Were you ever a confidential 
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         1     informant?  Separate and apart from statements you made in 

 

         2     these cases, were you ever an informant for the police? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  I was an informant down there one 

 

         4     time.  They came to me -- they had a controlled bust 

 

         5     substance.  That was long before this.  Years and years 

 

         6     before this. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  What was your role in that? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  '80 -- in the '80s.  I can't 

 

         9     remember. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  Were you getting busted for having a 

 

        11     substance? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  You were helping -- 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- to do the busting? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  I don't no drugs at all. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  I mean why would you do that?  Why 

 

        18     would you help the police to make a bust? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  Well, it was at that time where 

 

        20     something went on and it was person too young involved in it 

 

        21     and I knowed them.  And so I helped them so the kid wouldn't 

 

        22     get jammed up in it.  I think -- I don't know what they got 

 

        23     out of this deal, what they found in the car and stuff, but 

 

        24     it was some drugs involved and that was it. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  What did you get out of the deal? 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  Nothing. 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  What nicknames did you go by? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  I only had one, Junior. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  Junior.  Did you ever go by a 

 

         5     nickname New York? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  Never. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  Were you ever -- did you ever inform 

 

         8     on somebody named Terry Smith for drug cases? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  That's -- came up when we did the 

 

        10     Deborah Sykes murder.  When they had the Deborah Sykes 

 

        11     murder, his name came up as being a part of that. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  Oh.  Okay.  I'm -- separate from 

 

        13     that, did you know him to be a drug dealer? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  Were you ever involved in helping 

 

        16     the police with a drug case against him? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  No, okay. 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  Were you ever -- other than that one 

 

        21     that you just talked about with the young kid in the car -- 

 

        22     who was that? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  God, this was long before any of 

 

        24     this happened.  I can't remember his name.  It was before I 

 

        25     came -- went to prison. 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you -- what was your 

 

         2     relationship with the police that were working on that? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  I just knew one of them by seeing 

 

         4     -- seeing him -- dealing with some people I knew.  That's 

 

         5     it.  And that wasn't even in Winston. 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  And how did it come to be -- it was 

 

         7     not in Winston? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you ever -- were you ever a 

 

        12     confidential informant -- 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- for Winston-Salem police? 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you ever go by the nickname New 

 

        17     York? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did I already ask that? 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  Yes. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  Sorry.  All right.  That won't be 

 

        23     the only time I do that. 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  No, only Junior.  That's it. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  All right.  Now coming back to these 
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         1     cases.  Do you remember talking to police -- 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- about Arthur Wilson? 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  How many times? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  God.  At least three or four times. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  In what time frame did that start? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  Oh, God.  I can't remember the date 

 

         9     of it.  It wasn't in the winter. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  You can -- 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  It was the summer. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- you can use Mary Smith as a frame 

 

        13     of reference for time.  Are we talking before Mary Smith's 

 

        14     death or after Mary Smith's death? 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  After Mary Smith's death. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  And how did that happen, that 

 

        17     first conversation with police about the Arthur Wilson case? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  Okay.  To start off with Mary 

 

        19     because Mary stayed in the neighborhood a lot, but she also 

 

        20     -- people felt that she was there for another reason. 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  What do you mean? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because she stayed there -- because 

 

        23     trying to get dirt on Sammy and Darryl another murder. 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  And -- and when you say "the 

 

        25     neighborhood," did Sammy and Darryl stay in that 
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         1     neighborhood? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  And you stayed in that 

 

         4     neighborhood? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  All of us stayed in the same 

 

         6     neighborhood. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  In that same section. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  All right.  Go on. 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  And after her death, when I -- 

 

        11     police said -- the first time the police talked to me about 

 

        12     it -- 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  And when you say they talked to you 

 

        14     about it, are you talking about Mary Smith? 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  Mary Smith. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  He had mentioned -- I can't 

 

        18     remember which one it was.  I know their name -- some of 

 

        19     their names, but I can't remember exactly.  But the question 

 

        20     was about Mary being Caucasian.  And it wasn't a 

 

        21     manslaughter then, it was -- it was considered murder, 

 

        22     murdered her. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  And then me not thinking about it, 

 

        25     I had always thought she'd be an informant.  Then Sammy -- 
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         1     and then started using that because the way she would always 

 

         2     talk about things.  And then she had people that supposed to 

 

         3     been on the police department.  And that's when this whole 

 

         4     mess just started.  That's when I -- I -- 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- incriminated myself murder. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  Before we get into that, I want to 

 

         8     back up to something you just said.  You said the question 

 

         9     came up about Mary Smith being Caucasian and then you said 

 

        10     it was murder and not manslaughter. 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Well, everybody thought that -- 

 

        12     thought I killed her. 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you kill her? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  Outright kill her.  Well, not when 

 

        15     people say murder, no.  We were arguing and I pushed her, 

 

        16     but my intention was not to kill her. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  What does her being Caucasian have 

 

        20     to do with that? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because me and Sammy and Darryl, 

 

        22     we're in the same neighborhood and I knew what happened to 

 

        23     Darryl.  I wasn't about to let that -- the same thing is 

 

        24     going to come up again.  And I -- 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  What do you mean by that? 

 

 

 

 

  



                                                                        46 

 

 

         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because, you know, Sammy and Darryl 

 

         2     got tied up in the Deborah Sykes case. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  Right. 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Both were Black.  And the thing 

 

         5     with the steamrolling and that was the one thing I didn't 

 

         6     want to happen. 

 

         7               Right before she died, a car came around the house 

 

         8     on Claremont with some people and I never get -- knew who it 

 

         9     was and they're asked what happened to her. 

 

        10               And Mattie Mae always told me, she said, You know 

 

        11     she probably an informant. 

 

        12               I said, She couldn't be.  But then I thought about 

 

        13     it the same way, she could be an informant and I just 

 

        14     screwed up because -- 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  How -- an informant -- explain to me 

 

        16     a little bit about what you mean "she could be an 

 

        17     informant." 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because she would be around Darryl 

 

        19     and Sammy and Willie all the time. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  And the thing with Darryl had not 

 

        22     been cleared yet.  None of that had been cleared yet -- 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  And what -- 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- until -- 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- so what would she be informing 
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         1     on? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  If he had -- if had really did that 

 

         3     Sykes murder because he would talk about things he'd done. 

 

         4     And that was the one thing people thought probably come out 

 

         5     of it. 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  And that's what I had told the 

 

         8     police. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  And were you just guessing that she 

 

        10     was an informant or did she ever tell you that? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Guessing. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  Mr. Williams, did you know Mary Smith 

 

        14     first or Darryl Hunt first? 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  I knowed Mary first. 

 

        16               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  From the time you knew Mary, 

 

        17     the first time you ever knew her, was she always hanging 

 

        18     around Sammy or Darryl? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  And Willie, yeah. 

 

        20               MS. TANNER:  And who else? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  Willie. 

 

        22               MS. TANNER:  Willie? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        24               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  She's supposed to -- 
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         1               MS. TANNER:  Is Willie the gentleman with the 

 

         2     developmental disabilities? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  Willie had a stroke later on, 

 

         4     but when we were together he wasn't was -- 

 

         5               MS. MATOIAN:  Are you talking about Willie Little? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  Little, uh-huh. 

 

         7               MS. TANNER:  Little, okay. 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  He had a stroke. 

 

         9               MS. TANNER:  So all the time you knew Mary Smith, 

 

        10     she would hang around with Sammy and Darryl and Willie? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh.  All in the same liquor 

 

        12     house.  That's the liquor house they frequent. 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Which liquor house? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  Ezelle's. 

 

        15               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  So you met Darryl or got to 

 

        16     know Darryl after you met Mary Smith? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        18               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  So I want to go back to what you 

 

        20     started to get into, the first time you talked to police 

 

        21     about Arthur Wilson. 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  What do you -- what do you recall 

 

        24     about that?  Where -- where did that conversation happen? 

 

        25     How was it initiated? 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  It happened in the unmarked car. 

 

         2     We were at someplace -- they were getting food.  They were 

 

         3     -- it's like a drive-thru.  They were getting food and -- 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  Getting food for who? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  For themself.  And we started 

 

         6     talking.  They asked me if I had knowed anything about the 

 

         7     Deborah Sykes.  I said no. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  Why were you with them in the car? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because that was during the time 

 

        10     they were questioning me about Mary, more things about Mary. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  You were in the car to talk about 

 

        12     Mary Smith? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  That's what I was supposed to be 

 

        14     talking about. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  But they wanted to know if I knowed 

 

        17     anything about the Deborah Sykes case and I didn't know 

 

        18     anything. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  So what did you tell -- what 

 

        20     did they say to you?  As best as you can recall, what did 

 

        21     they say to you? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  They said I had -- you got to know 

 

        23     something or you better know something more than that.  And 

 

        24     that's when I implicated Darryl and Sammy into the Wilson 

 

        25     case. 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  Why? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  Out of fear.  Stupidious really. 

 

         3     And they weren't going to take -- they didn't go for it 

 

         4     then.  They didn't want to do anything to the case.  But 

 

         5     when I implicated myself, that's when they wanted to do the 

 

         6     case.  Before they weren't going to do anything.  When I 

 

         7     implicated myself and putting myself into a scene of the 

 

         8     murder, that's when they decided to go do the investigation, 

 

         9     witnesses.  They allowed me to bring them witnesses and -- 

 

        10     what's her name -- two witnesses out of the drink house. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  So you brought them witnesses? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  The -- they said -- and 

 

        13     pushed for it.  They said I took them to the drink house get 

 

        14     witnesses.  Wrong because the drink house was closed.  It 

 

        15     was never there.  It was gone.  But they said I took them to 

 

        16     the drink house.  No, they went to the drink house, but it 

 

        17     wasn't the one that the Arthur Wilson stuff started from. 

 

        18     But in their report, they said I took them there.  I 

 

        19     couldn't have because the house wasn't there. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Let's come back to that in a 

 

        21     second.  I want to go back to where -- 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  Okay. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- you're in the car.  If I misstate 

 

        24     anything, correct me. 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

 

 

 

  



                                                                        51 

 

 

         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  But I think you just said they asked 

 

         2     you about Deborah Sykes. 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  And you said you did not know about 

 

         5     it.  And then they said what? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  I should know something.  I better 

 

         7     know something.  And that's the night I started talking 

 

         8     about the Arthur Wilson case -- 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- and I -- 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  What made you talk about the Arthur 

 

        12     Wilson case when they asked about Deborah Sykes case? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  If I could answer that one, I 

 

        14     would.  I couldn't.  I just -- 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  How did you even know the Arthur 

 

        16     Wilson case was a thing? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because we had just -- it wasn't 

 

        18     too long before people were talking about it.  Because it's 

 

        19     like election time coming up and people are rehearsing 

 

        20     different things about murders happening in the community 

 

        21     and nothing was solved about it.  And I just jumped on the 

 

        22     bandwagon and started talking. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  Why did you use Sammy Mitchell's 

 

        24     name? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because I know they were the most 
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         1     hated people and that -- 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  Why did you use Darryl Hunt's name? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  Same way, nobody liked the dude. 

 

         4     They were -- not because they were, I guess, drunks or 

 

         5     anything.  Because they -- they just look at things 

 

         6     different.  When they come to the drink house, they're all 

 

         7     right until they get drunk.  When they get drunk, that's 

 

         8     when they have problems. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  So you just called them "the most 

 

        10     hated people."  Why were they the most hated people? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Well, they -- 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  Who hated them? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  Most people in a drunk house and 

 

        14     they get -- when they get drunk, they want them to buy 

 

        15     drinks for them or they'll start trouble.  And so while 

 

        16     they're in the house -- 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  And when you say "they," who are you 

 

        18     talking about? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  People in the liquor house. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  So Sammy and Darryl would get mad and 

 

        22     want people to buy drinks for them? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  That's -- that was the 

 

        24     biggest thing and a lot of them -- wanting people to buy 

 

        25     drinks.  They had card games in there and food and stuff. 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  That was a regular occurrence? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  Well, they have nights where they 

 

         3     have a card game and people go in and play cards or -- and 

 

         4     they'd be to drinking.  They just -- I guess -- they would 

 

         5     be -- 'cause as long as they're not drinking, they're all 

 

         6     right.  But when they start drinking, they change, they 

 

         7     become another person. 

 

         8               MS. TANNER:  And who are you talking about when 

 

         9     you say "they"? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  Most people that frequent that 

 

        11     liquor house. 

 

        12               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  How about Sammy and Darryl, 

 

        13     what were they like when they started drinking? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  Wild.  Really wild. 

 

        15               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  Anything goes with them when they 

 

        17     start drinking. 

 

        18               MS. TANNER:  Was it their expectation that people 

 

        19     buy them drinks? 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  And how would that go over if 

 

        23     someone did not buy them drinks? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  They'd get mad and start talking 

 

        25     junk, cursing.  They might do pushing and shoving, but they 
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         1     never just jumped on anybody and beat them up. 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  So I'm going to go back to 

 

         3     that conversation in the police car again.  They ask about 

 

         4     Sykes and you start talking about Wilson.  A few minutes 

 

         5     ago, you told me that you were friends, something like 

 

         6     friends with Sammy Mitchell. 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  But my only way out of the 

 

         8     -- I'll try to explain it to you from the top. 

 

         9               I implicated myself in that murder because I was 

 

        10     trying to get away from the Mary Smith murder.  At first, I 

 

        11     didn't understand the charges.  They were going to try to 

 

        12     charge me with murder.  So my only way out was to come up 

 

        13     with something.  And when I did that, they weren't going to 

 

        14     do anything with that. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  Weren't going to do anything with 

 

        16     what? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  With Arthur Wilson.  But while I 

 

        18     was in the car, when I implicated myself into it, I said, 

 

        19     Okay.  I was there, too.  I helped them do it. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  That's when they started wanting 

 

        22     me -- 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  Before you even put yourself in it, 

 

        24     you put Sammy Mitchell -- 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- and Darryl Hunt -- 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- into a murder with the death 

 

         4     penalty on the table.  But they were your friends. 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Not -- not the kind of friends you 

 

         6     would think.  Not like that.  Not close. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  I mean you just told me you had no 

 

         8     problem with them.  I'm just trying to understand this. 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  I wish I could understand it, too. 

 

        10     It happened.  I have no -- I've beat my head for years 

 

        11     figuring out why did I even implicated them in the murder 

 

        12     and myself 'cause I could have still been free. 

 

        13               MS. MATOIAN:  Can I ask a question?  You said a 

 

        14     few minutes ago that you were concerned when the police were 

 

        15     talking to you about the Mary Smith murder because she's 

 

        16     Caucasian, correct? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        18               MS. MATOIAN:  And you said you were concerned 

 

        19     about it because you knew what happened to Darryl Hunt in 

 

        20     the Deborah Sykes case; is that correct? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes, ma'am. 

 

        22               MS. MATOIAN:  And your solution to that was to put 

 

        23     Darryl Hunt in another murder? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  Well, my solution was getting 

 

        25     myself out of that one.  And the only thing left was what 
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         1     everybody talked about for years was with that murder.  And, 

 

         2     you know, I implicated him. 

 

         3               MS. MATOIAN:  That you decided to use him -- 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  And Sammy. 

 

         5               MS. MATOIAN:  -- in another murder? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  I want to go back to something you 

 

         8     just said a minute ago.  You said you were trying to get 

 

         9     yourself out of the Mary Smith case -- 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- which was a manslaughter, at 

 

        12     least ultimately was a manslaughter. 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  It came down to a 

 

        14     manslaughter. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  But your idea to get out of that was 

 

        16     to put yourself into a murder? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  At first I wasn't going to put 

 

        18     myself in that murder.  But in order to get everything off 

 

        19     me, that's the only way it seemed possible to get away with 

 

        20     it and -- 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  Why did -- 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- that's what I did. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  Why did you think that adding 

 

        24     another murder would help you get out of stuff? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  I can't say.  I tried for years to 
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         1     understand that, my logical thinking when that happened 

 

         2     ain't right.  I couldn't figure it out at all. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  Were you being treated for any of 

 

         4     your mental health diagnoses at that point in time? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I had been off medication for 

 

         6     -- phew.  I had been off medication -- when I got out of 

 

         7     prison, I didn't follow up my medication at all. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  And when did you get out of prison? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Right before Christmas or right 

 

        10     after Christmas after this -- 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  Of what -- of what year? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  I think it was '85. 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  I think it was '85 when I got out. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  So after that conversation in the 

 

        16     car -- how did that conversation end? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  You mean end -- 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  That first time you talked to police 

 

        19     about Arthur Wilson. 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  They still were a little skeptical 

 

        21     and then I end up -- 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  What makes -- 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- going to jail. 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  What makes you say they were 

 

        25     skeptical? 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because at first when I didn't put 

 

         2     myself in it, they were skeptical.  But when I included 

 

         3     myself in it, that's when they felt they had a -- a case. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you put yourself in it during 

 

         5     that same conversation? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes, I did. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  And what -- what was said at 

 

         8     the end of that conversation where they take you -- 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  We went to the jailhouse and got 

 

        10     questioned some more.  They had things that they knew about 

 

        11     him, they asked me about him.  And so I just kept -- the 

 

        12     more I talked the deeper the hole got because the statements 

 

        13     were -- there were a lot of different statements.  And they 

 

        14     kept going, kept going until things started to fit into more 

 

        15     of a complete story. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  When you say "a lot of statements," 

 

        17     are you talking about statements that you made? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Were those statements at 

 

        20     different times? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  Some of them were. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  Different days? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  There was one -- one time 

 

        25     when the police were talking to you in the jail and I 
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         1     believe -- I'm going to pull this out.  This is when you put 

 

         2     Sammy Mitchell and Darryl Hunt into this crime. 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  What do you remember saying about 

 

         5     that.  When you first put their names up, what do you recall 

 

         6     telling police? 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  I can't remember exactly, it was so 

 

         8     long ago.  I just told them that the three of us had decided 

 

         9     to rob Arthur Wilson, and saying somebody was beating him 

 

        10     with an ax handle.  I -- I think I told them myself beat him 

 

        11     with the ax handle while we were robbing him. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Stop right there.  I want to 

 

        13     ask you about that.  Why did you mention an ax handle? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because when they were talking to 

 

        15     me before, it got going, they said, Well, who hit Mr. Wilson 

 

        16     in the head?  And when they said that, that gave me the idea 

 

        17     of the ax handle that we had at the house.  But that ax 

 

        18     handle wasn't ours.  We didn't -- it never was a part of the 

 

        19     murder. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you know Mr. Wilson had been hit 

 

        21     in the head? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I hadn't known it until they 

 

        23     said something.  I hadn't known how -- didn't even know how 

 

        24     he died. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  That question was the first time you 
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         1     learned it? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         3               MS. TANNER:  "They" who? 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Police.  And I think that was the 

 

         5     first time I knew he got hit. 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  And why did you have an ax handle at 

 

         7     your house? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  That ax handle was there when we 

 

         9     moved in.  It was to -- to do -- you know those little 

 

        10     potbelly stoves you have in your house, woodstoves? 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  Uh-huh. 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  It was used -- because -- and that 

 

        13     was charcoal -- to use -- to turn the stuff and it was in 

 

        14     the house. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  Was that ax handle burnt with 

 

        16     charcoal? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  It was.  We cleaned it off because 

 

        18     we kept it in the house. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  And you said it was there 

 

        20     when you moved in? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Do you recall telling the 

 

        23     police that Thomas Thompson gave the ax handle to you? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  Why bring him into it? 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because he's -- that house that we 

 

         2     moved -- that little apartment, he was there before we was 

 

         3     and he left us with that.  He left the stove in there, ax 

 

         4     handle, full lamp shades that were old, and quite a few more 

 

         5     other stuff he left in the house. 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  But at this point, you just 

 

         7     told police that was a murder weapon.  And then you put 

 

         8     Thomas Thompson in as having that murder weapon. 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  Why? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  You ask me why and I -- even up to 

 

        12     this day I still can't understand why that happened, why I 

 

        13     did that. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  Who's Thomas Thompson? 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  Mattie Mae's brother. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  What did you think of him? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  I didn't like him at all. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  Why not? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  He wasn't right.  I couldn't stand 

 

        20     him. 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  Why not? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  He just -- just do things he had no 

 

        23     business doing.  You know, just -- if I could ask the 

 

        24     question why I put myself in these murders, I -- I could 

 

        25     surely tell you, but I don't know why. 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you recall telling police how you 

 

         2     remembered the date that Arthur Wilson was killed? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh.  I don't remember that. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you recall telling them or if I 

 

         5     tell you that you told them "Mattie Mae ate some bad potato 

 

         6     salad and lost the baby"? 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I can tell you that.  No. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  I'm going to show you this 

 

         9     report, which we will call Number -- 

 

        10               MS. MATOIAN:  44. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- 44. 

 

        12                    (Exhibit Number 44 was introduced.) 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  This is a report of an interview 

 

        14     police did with you on the 9th of April 1986.  And if you 

 

        15     would look at the very bottom paragraph on that first page, 

 

        16     which is Bates stamped number 71, and that paragraph 

 

        17     continues onto the next page, just read that paragraph. 

 

        18               MS. TANNER:  Mr. Williams, can you read? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        20               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  The last paragraph right here? 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  It starts with "Drayton stated." 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  Okay.  Okay.  "Drayton stated that 

 

        24     his wife, Mattie Davis, has been a witness to this incident. 

 

        25     He also said that Sammy should have gotten the ax handle -- 
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         1     also said that Sammy Mitchell should have gotten (sic) the 

 

         2     ax handle to Thomas Thompson to keep for him."  No. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  And when you say "No," what are you 

 

         4     saying no about? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh.  Okay.  He said, "He also 

 

         6     said that Sammy had gotten (sic) the ax handle to Thomas to 

 

         7     keep for him."  No. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  I believe that's supposed to say 

 

         9     "Sammy Mitchell gave the ax handle to Thomas Thompson."  To 

 

        10     your knowledge, is -- did that happen? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you tell police that? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I know better than that.  No. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  The next sentence says: 

 

        15               "Thomas Thompson is the brother-in-law of 

 

        16     Drayton's wife Mattie Drayton." 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  We've already said that. 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  Were you ever officially married? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  They use that. 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  And the -- I'm just going to 

 

        25     continue reading. 
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         1               "Drayton said the last time he saw the ax handle 

 

         2     was in a blue house on 26th Street and Claremont." 

 

         3               Do you remember telling that to police? 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  I hate to tell you, no. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you know anything about a blue 

 

         6     house on 26th Street and Claremont? 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  When I got out of prison, Mattie 

 

         8     Mae was living on Claremont with her mother.  But I don't 

 

         9     know it was blue. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  Is it possible that that was this 

 

        11     house? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  It could have been. 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  I'm going to continue reading 

 

        14     from there. 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  Okay. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  "Drayton said that he remembered the 

 

        17     day" -- this is now on the next page, 72 -- "he remembered 

 

        18     the date because his wife had eaten potato salad which had 

 

        19     made her very sick and caused her to lose her baby." 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  She couldn't get pregnant 

 

        21     anyway. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  My first question is:  Did 

 

        23     that happen? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you -- do you recall Mattie Mae 
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         1     being pregnant and miscarrying a baby? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  Because she can't.  She can't 

 

         3     couldn't get pregnant, so... 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you tell that to police? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  Continuing on: 

 

         7               "Drayton also said that he and his wife had been 

 

         8     in the drink house and heard an argument between Mitchell 

 

         9     and the victim." 

 

        10               The first question is:  Is that sentence true? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  No, sir. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  The second question is:  Did you 

 

        13     tell that to police, that you and Mattie Mae were in the 

 

        14     drink house and heard an argument between Sammy Mitchell and 

 

        15     Arthur Wilson? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I know that ain't true. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did -- 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  They had it in there, but that 

 

        19     ain't true. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you tell police that you and 

 

        21     Mattie Mae were at the drink house that night? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Why would you bring Mattie 

 

        24     Mae into it? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  Well, I don't know if they had it 
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         1     in here or not.  They brought Mattie Mae to the jail and 

 

         2     they took us to a room, put us in there together.  And -- 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  Is this before or after you said 

 

         4     that the two of you were at the house that night? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  I can't remember if it was before 

 

         6     or after.  And the thing was, once we got together, our 

 

         7     stories had to match.  And we stayed together in a room with 

 

         8     nobody in there, just me and her, and we went over the whole 

 

         9     thing together. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  Why do you say your stories had to 

 

        11     match? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  Well -- 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did anybody tell you that? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yep.  They said she had to 

 

        15     collaborate my story. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  When you say "they," who said that? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  The police, the detectives. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Tell me about that. 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  Okay.  It took me -- I think it was 

 

        20     -- I don't know if it was in that police department or 

 

        21     someplace else, but they put me in a room, I guess about as 

 

        22     big as that hallway right there, with a chair.  And after I 

 

        23     got there, they brought her in.  She came in and sat down 

 

        24     and we start -- started talking about the murder.  And -- 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  Now, is it just the two of you in 
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         1     this room? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  Just the two of us, nobody else. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  Was the door open? 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Nope.  The door was locked. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  I wasn't even shackled.  And we 

 

         7     talked till everything -- we went over everything that 

 

         8     supposed to have happened. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Tell me about that 

 

        10     conversation. 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  She's supposed to go along with my 

 

        12     story.  I had to tell her exactly what I had told the 

 

        13     police.  But the thing was, she didn't really want to do it, 

 

        14     and then she decided to do it. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  What did she tell you about not 

 

        16     wanting to do it? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  She said, I don't want to do it 

 

        18     because you -- you didn't do it and they didn't do it.  She 

 

        19     said, Just be better to let it go. 

 

        20               But then after a while, she decided to -- she 

 

        21     said, If that's what you want to do, it's on you.  And I did 

 

        22     it.  So she started telling the same thing I told her.  And 

 

        23     we went -- 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you -- go ahead. 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- they took -- they took us over 
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         1     there.  We went to Claremont and that's when we got the 

 

         2     other two witnesses. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you tell her what to say? 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes.  Some of it. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  And why would she decide to go along 

 

         6     with that? 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because she thought I'd actually 

 

         8     get out of it all together.  This was kinda of -- I just 

 

         9     told her or had her believing that I would come out of it, 

 

        10     and so she went along with me.  We did the whole story 

 

        11     together. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  What was your relationship with 

 

        13     Mattie Mae like at that time? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  It was -- I guess it was all right, 

 

        15     but we had the one bump we had in the road was we still had 

 

        16     a beef with Sammy's brother because he wouldn't -- as soon 

 

        17     as I'd leave to go somewhere, he'd show up at the house, and 

 

        18     we still had a little beef with that.  But all -- other than 

 

        19     that -- 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  Why would he show up at the house? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  He done fell in love with her so 

 

        22     much, he had to follow her everywhere she go. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  Are you talking about Mattie Mae? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Was she stepping out with 
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         1     Sammy's brother? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  A couple of times. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  And did you know about that? 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  A couple times I caught 

 

         5     them, but I didn't result to violence.  I caught them and 

 

         6     they didn't even see me and had a pistol.  Nothing happened. 

 

         7     I just forgot about it. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  And this was before -- 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  This was before. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- you had this conversation with -- 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  This was a couple of months 

 

        12     before that.  But it just was starting then.  When I had got 

 

        13     out of prison, I had to go get Mattie Mae.  And I had to go 

 

        14     get -- when I got her, I had to go get her from his house. 

 

        15     And I went to his house and got her myself. 

 

        16               MS. TANNER:  Got out of prison for what? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Burning -- burning that house. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  So I want to go back to that 

 

        19     conversation that you had that you just described about 

 

        20     getting your story straight with Mattie Mae.  What happened 

 

        21     next after that?  And I'm talking like immediately after, 

 

        22     the same day.  You're locked in this room together -- 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  I can't remember exactly. 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- you decide what to say.  What 

 

        25     happened with that? 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  I can't remember the same day.  It 

 

         2     was so long ago, I just can't remember.  I wish I could. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  I understand. 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  I do know -- I don't know if it's 

 

         5     the same day or after.  I do know that she went with the 

 

         6     police and I went with police in separate cars. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  Even before then.  Do you remember 

 

         8     what you told police after you and Mattie Mae had that 

 

         9     conversation in that room? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh.  No, sir. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  All right.  Now -- now you 

 

        12     were telling me about something that might be the same day 

 

        13     or might be a different day.  As -- as I understand what 

 

        14     you're telling me, you went with separate cars.  Tell me 

 

        15     about that. 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  We went down to Claremont and we 

 

        17     went -- we didn't mark the house.  There was the house -- 

 

        18     there was a house across from that mark. 

 

        19               MS. TANNER:  Hold on.  We'll get that out.  Are we 

 

        20     talking about Exhibit 42? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes, ma'am. 

 

        22               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  We're going to go back to 

 

        23     Exhibit 42.  What house are we talking about? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  Okay. 

 

        25               MS. TANNER:  The drink house? 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  Is here. 

 

         2               MS. TANNER:  So this black "X" is the drink house. 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  Now, this was supposed to be the 

 

         4     house that some witness came out of, but they thought it was 

 

         5     this house because they took me to this house. 

 

         6               MS. TANNER:  Who? 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  Detective.  They said, This is the 

 

         8     house that it happened out of. 

 

         9               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  So I'm going to give you a 

 

        10     pen. 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        12               MS. TANNER:  So after you are in a room with 

 

        13     Mattie Mae Davis, we're talking about a time where you and 

 

        14     Mattie Mae are in two separate cars and you've gone down to 

 

        15     what is the scene of the crime? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        17               MS. TANNER:  And what you're going to mark for me 

 

        18     on Exhibit 42 is the house that detectives thought the 

 

        19     witnesses were.  Okay. 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  That's -- 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  And this is the "X" across from what 

 

        22     we've marked as the black "X". 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        24               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  Can you put a circle around that "X" 
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         1     just so we can tell it apart? 

 

         2               MS. TANNER:  Good job. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  So you marked the circle "X" 

 

         4     where -- the house they took you to? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you know anything about that 

 

         7     house? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  Because remember, I had just 

 

         9     got out of prison. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  And I didn't even know this -- I 

 

        12     didn't know this house was gone.  This is the house -- 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you -- 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- we went to. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  What's your understanding of what 

 

        16     Ezelle Clowers started to do when his drink house got torn 

 

        17     down? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  I didn't have no idea it got torn 

 

        19     down. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you ever hear about him 

 

        21     operating another drink house? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  Only this one when I got out. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  So you -- 

 

        24               MS. TANNER:  Which one? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  This one. 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  So you're pointing to that circle 

 

         2     "X" -- 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- that you just drew? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  Are you telling me that that was 

 

         7     another drink house operated by Ezelle Clowers? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  When you say "uh-huh," that's 

 

        10     a yes? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  This one is. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  So when police took you 

 

        15     there, you said you were in a separate car from Mattie Mae. 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  Were those two cars together? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  Behind each other. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  So you're -- what happened 

 

        20     next then?  They take you to that house, then what? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  They stayed in this initial -- this 

 

        22     is the house where they came out of.  This -- this -- this 

 

        23     supposed to have been the house that Ezelle had during that 

 

        24     time, but police used this house. 

 

        25               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  So you're saying this black 
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         1     "X" -- 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         3               MS. TANNER:  -- is supposed to be the house that 

 

         4     Ezelle had during that time? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  During that time. 

 

         6               MS. TANNER:  But this blue "X" with the circle 

 

         7     around it is where police took you? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

         9               MS. TANNER:  And it was your understanding that 

 

        10     police believed -- 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah, because that's -- 

 

        12               MS. TANNER:  -- that was the house where Arthur 

 

        13     Wilson, Sammy Mitchell -- 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  They were -- 

 

        15               MS. TANNER:  -- you and whoever else was on the 

 

        16     night Arthur Wilson died? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        18               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  Was the house that was marked with a 

 

        20     black "X", the drink house in 1983, was that house still 

 

        21     standing that day when police took you out there? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  I can't remember.  I think it was, 

 

        23     but it was empty and boarded up if it was. 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  But it was -- we went here.  Some 
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         1     people came out on the porch and went back in. 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  What people? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  Out of the drink house.  Just, you 

 

         4     know how people come out of the house just mingling around. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  Are you just sitting in the car with 

 

         6     the police at this point? 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  I was sitting in the car 

 

         8     with the police and Mattie was in the other car.  And next I 

 

         9     give them two names of two females that really couldn't 

 

        10     stand Sammy and Darryl. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  You gave them two names? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes.  And they -- they went to 

 

        13     them. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  And what names did you give? 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  We called her Big Titty Barb back 

 

        16     then, but I can't think of her real name. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  Would that be Barbara Bason? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  Barbara Bason. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  And the other one was Williams. 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  And do you recall her first name? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  I just want to make sure I'm 

 

        24     understanding you correctly. 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  Okay. 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you see them come out of the 

 

         2     drink house? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh.  I didn't get to see them. 

 

         4     Because what happened, they didn't never show up from here 

 

         5     until we went back is when they came -- came out, then the 

 

         6     police finally got to them -- 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  So when you -- 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- start talking to them. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- when you pulled up and you're 

 

        10     sitting in that car -- 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- and you told them what? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  They asked me about the police. 

 

        14     And I said, Well -- I gave the two names. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  How did those names -- tell me about 

 

        16     how those names came up. 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because those two didn't like Sammy 

 

        18     or Darryl. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  How do you know they didn't like 

 

        20     Sammy or Darryl? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  Those were the one -- he -- they 

 

        22     pestered them more than anybody else.  They just kept 

 

        23     pestering them.  They was -- those were a couple of women 

 

        24     that just didn't really like them at all. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  But you knew those women? 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  They were at the drink 

 

         2     house.  Not like sitting and having a conversation with 

 

         3     them.  I knew their name and stuff -- 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- and how they felt. 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  Have you -- have you seen them in 

 

         7     the drink house before? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  Oh, yeah. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  When it was over here. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  Right.  Did you -- did you know them 

 

        12     from out in the neighborhood other than just being in the 

 

        13     drink house? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  And what did you -- what 

 

        16     names -- like right now you just mentioned Big Titty Barb. 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you say Big Titty Barb or did 

 

        19     you give her -- 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  Big Titty Barb. 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- like her real name?  You said -- 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I didn't know her name. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  And what was the other 

 

        24     person's name? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  Her last name Williams and I just 
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         1     can't think what her first name was. 

 

         2               MS. TANNER:  Why did they hate Sammy and Darryl? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  Pestering.  Those are -- those are 

 

         4     just -- it's just a couple of females they just loved 

 

         5     pestering all the time. 

 

         6               MS. TANNER:  I don't know what pestering means. 

 

         7     Can you help me understand that? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  They'd come in and -- after 

 

         9     they had drank and they'll start picking on them and 

 

        10     following them around, hit them on their butts.  And so then 

 

        11     when they get drunk, it was really on them.  They just act 

 

        12     up with them.  And they just couldn't stand that. 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  You mean Sammy and Darryl -- 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        15               MS. TANNER:  -- couldn't stand that? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  The women couldn't stand it. 

 

        17               MS. TANNER:  Oh, Sammy and Darryl were pestering 

 

        18     the women -- 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  Yeah.  They didn't -- 

 

        20               MS. TANNER:  -- hitting them on their butts? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- like that.  Yeah.  And acting -- 

 

        22     they didn't like that. 

 

        23               MS. TANNER:  And Big Titty Barb and Williams 

 

        24     didn't like that? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  Not at all. 
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         1               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         2               MS. MATOIAN:  And you gave those names on purpose? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  What happened after you gave them 

 

         5     those names? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't know when they interviewed 

 

         7     them, but they went and interviewed them. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  What -- I'm talking about 

 

         9     when you were there, you're still sitting in that car. 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  Nothing.  We just -- it was -- 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  What did -- what did you say?  I 

 

        12     mean you didn't just say -- 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  They just -- 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- Big Titty Barb and they say what 

 

        15     the hell are you talking about. 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  Actually, when we got there, they 

 

        17     wanted me to take them to the Ezelle drink house.  Well, 

 

        18     since I was in prison, I had -- I didn't know that he closed 

 

        19     that down.  So I took them to Ezelle drink house.  That's 

 

        20     the one I knew after I got out of prison. 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  And this is the one that they used 

 

        23     in their investigation, this one, not that one, because they 

 

        24     felt it was this, 'cause I said -- 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- I'll take you to the house and I 

 

         2     took them to that house. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  Right. 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  And that's the house they put it in 

 

         5     the report. 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  But I'm talking about when you 

 

         7     brought these names up.  How did those names come up?  You 

 

         8     didn't just say two names without any context to them. 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  They said, Well, do you think 

 

        10     you can find any witnesses?  I said, Well, just ask Big 

 

        11     Titty Barb.  They the one that don't like them.  And they 

 

        12     wrote it down.  And we stayed for about ten minutes.  They 

 

        13     started looking around and then we left.  And we went back 

 

        14     and we came up here.  And then we went up that way. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  And you're pointing -- 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  We -- we went out -- 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- back this way and got back here 

 

        19     and come back up here. 

 

        20               MS. TANNER:  This is with the police? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        23               MS. TANNER:  And you went towards 19th Street on 

 

        24     Claremont -- 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  Claremont and then -- 
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         1               MS. TANNER:  -- and came up -- 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- back here. 

 

         3               MS. TANNER:  -- to what is labeled on this as 

 

         4     North Cleveland Avenue? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh.  And we went back -- 

 

         6               MS. TANNER:  And came down New Hope -- what is 

 

         7     labeled on here -- 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

         9               MS. TANNER:  -- as New Hope Road? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yep.  And just -- 

 

        11               MS. TANNER:  Why? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't know.  They just came back 

 

        13     that way and they just started driving slow going back. 

 

        14               MS. TANNER:  Going back where? 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  Going back this way.  And then we 

 

        16     got back to where you get back on -- is that Martin Luther 

 

        17     King?  I think they named it Martin Luther King Boulevard -- 

 

        18               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you ever talk about -- 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- and got back on -- 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- during that car ride, did you 

 

        22     ever talk about where the murder happened? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  Actually, I didn't know.  Mattie 

 

        24     Mae was in the car behind us.  And that car behind us slowed 

 

        25     down.  They -- I couldn't slow down -- somewhere up in here. 
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         1               MS. TANNER:  So this is Claremont here? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         3               MS. TANNER:  We come up, on this Exhibit 42, New 

 

         4     Hope Lane, and you're pointing to Claremont between New Hope 

 

         5     Lane and 17th Street -- 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         7               MS. TANNER:  -- and you're saying Mattie Mae's car 

 

         8     slowed down. 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  They -- the car slowed down about 

 

        10     right in there. 

 

        11               MS. TANNER:  How about the car you were in? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  We just -- we were just -- not 

 

        13     going fast, just going right along.  We didn't stop at all. 

 

        14               MS. TANNER:  Was there any conversation when you 

 

        15     made this trip that you've described for us now? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  'Cause I didn't even know 

 

        17     where it happened. 

 

        18               MS. TANNER:  Where what happened? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  When Mr. -- when Mr. Wilson got 

 

        20     killed.  I didn't even know. 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  So other than telling them 

 

        22     about Big Titty Barb and Patricia -- and Williams, you 

 

        23     didn't tell them about anything else -- 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh. 

 

        25               MS. TANNER:  -- in this drive?  Okay. 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you ever tell them where 

 

         2     Mr. Wilson got killed? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  Not exactly.  I didn't know.  They 

 

         4     kept hammering away.  'Cause we did more than one trip out 

 

         5     -- out there, but it was all at night. 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  You did more than one trip? 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  Were those trips on different days? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  It was different days. 

 

        10               MS. TANNER:  Back when you were going to the drink 

 

        11     house in 1983 when the drink house was this black "X" -- 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  -- here on Exhibit 42 and it was 

 

        14     open -- 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        16               MS. TANNER:  -- was there a park down the way? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  A park? 

 

        18               MS. TANNER:  Uh-huh. 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  Way down here someplace. 

 

        20               MS. TANNER:  You're pointing almost to 17th Street 

 

        21     on Claremont? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  Way down there. 

 

        23               MS. TANNER:  What was it like? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  Basketball courts.  That's all I 

 

        25     can remember, some basketball courts.  That's it. 
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         1               MS. TANNER:  Did you and Mattie Mae walk down to 

 

         2     the park? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

         4               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I didn't like going in that 

 

         6     way. 

 

         7               MS. TANNER:  Why? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  That -- that's -- wasn't nothing 

 

         9     down there.  It was a dead end for us.  Anybody -- if you're 

 

        10     drinking anything -- most people that drank never went down 

 

        11     corner further than right here. 

 

        12               MS. TANNER:  Why? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  That's what they said, was nothing 

 

        14     down there.  Nothing to do.  It was just a boring place. 

 

        15               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you know anything about a snake 

 

        17     lady? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  That lady drive the bus.  She 

 

        19     drives city bus for a while. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  Why is she called the snake lady? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because in her purse she carries -- 

 

        22     not a purse but in a tote bag, she had a python about as big 

 

        23     as my wrist in it. 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  A live python? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  She had a couple of them. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you know any -- do you know 

 

         4     anything about any houses down there where you could get 

 

         5     some cocaine? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  Were you using cocaine back then? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  Never -- believe it or not, to 

 

         9     this day I've never seen cocaine.  If you put it on the 

 

        10     table, you'd have to tell me what it is. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you know about any houses down 

 

        12     that side of the street? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  I just knew about her.  I -- I knew 

 

        16     she had liquor house going and I never went in there. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Mr. Williams, I'm going to 

 

        18     show you what I have marked as Number 45. 

 

        19                    (Exhibit Number 45 was introduced.) 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  This is a police report from April 

 

        22     11, 1986.  It's several pages, but I am going to turn it and 

 

        23     turn your attention to Bates stamped page 55.  And just 

 

        24     follow along with me at the very top where it says: 

 

        25               "Merritt Drayton, Sergeant McCoy, and Detective 
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         1     Weavil went to the area where the assault had occurred." 

 

         2               That sounds like maybe what you were just 

 

         3     describing. 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  "Drayton pointed out a residence at 

 

         6     1720 Claremont Avenue.  Drayton stated that the assault 

 

         7     occurred in the street almost in front of 1720 Claremont 

 

         8     Avenue." 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh.  I don't even know where 

 

        10     1720 at. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did that happen? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you ever point out any spot in 

 

        14     the street? 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  Nope. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you ever point out any house 

 

        17     where the assault happened? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  No, not at all. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  After you -- that same day when 

 

        20     you're out there by the drink house -- 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- and you circle the block you told 

 

        23     us about, what happened after that? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  What happened after we left the 

 

        25     drink house that night? 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  Not -- when you were there with 

 

         2     police it was nighttime? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Yeah. 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Middle of the night. 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  Then -- okay.  Then after you left 

 

         7     that night. 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  I can't remember going back to 

 

         9     jail. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you remember signing any written 

 

        11     statements that day? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  They had me sign a bunch of 

 

        13     statements.  They'd recorrect some stuff in it and mark some 

 

        14     stuff and had me sign it. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  Who wrote those statements? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't know who wrote them. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you write them? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you read them before you signed 

 

        20     them? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  No, sir.  I just signed them.  He 

 

        22     said -- he mark like the little correction was made and then 

 

        23     he said sign it.  I just signed it. 

 

        24               MS. TANNER:  What correct was made? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  Like if something was supposed to 
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         1     be added in or taken out, I had to look at his.  He said, 

 

         2     Well, I'm doing this, doing that. 

 

         3               MS. TANNER:  When you talked to police, explain 

 

         4     the process to me.  When did the statement happen? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  It happened after we got to the 

 

         6     police -- back to the police department -- 

 

         7               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- and sat down. 

 

         9               MS. TANNER:  So was the interviewing happening 

 

        10     first and then statements or did you have the statement 

 

        11     discussion first and then interviews? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  I did some interviewing first, then 

 

        13     a statement, and did some other stuff. 

 

        14               MS. TANNER:  When you were being interviewed by 

 

        15     police -- you know, we've got a recorder here today. 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        17               MS. TANNER:  Was there a recorder on the table 

 

        18     like that then, too? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  I didn't see one.  I know I did 

 

        20     handwritten stuff first and that, but I didn't see one like 

 

        21     that on the table. 

 

        22               MS. MATOIAN:  You just -- I'm sorry.  You said 

 

        23     statement and then other stuff would be the third part. 

 

        24     What do you mean by "other stuff?" 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  Like when they'd have me to redo 
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         1     some of the statement. 

 

         2               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  But I never seen nothing like that 

 

         4     on the table. 

 

         5               MS. TANNER:  So you would have an interview with 

 

         6     them, then you had some handwritten statements, and then you 

 

         7     made corrections to those handwritten statements? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes, ma'am. 

 

         9               MS. TANNER:  Was there ever a time that anything 

 

        10     was recorded when you were talking to the police about the 

 

        11     Arthur Wilson case? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  I didn't see a recorder. 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  You didn't see one? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  No, ma'am. 

 

        15               MS. TANNER:  Sitting here today, what are the 

 

        16     facts as you understand them as to the Arthur Wilson case? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  The thing -- I -- 

 

        18               MS. TANNER:  Uh-huh. 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  I confessed to killing Arthur 

 

        20     Wilson and implicated other guys in it that was never in it. 

 

        21     I should never had even drawn people in it because I didn't 

 

        22     even know the murder at all, nothing about the murder, even 

 

        23     after reports came out and that were giving me about the 

 

        24     crime and stuff.  I didn't know none of it.  My lawyers 

 

        25     would never tell me about a whole of things. 
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         1               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  I found out later. 

 

         3               MS. TANNER:  So that -- I do appreciate that.  But 

 

         4     what is it that you understand to have happened to 

 

         5     Mr. Wilson? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  When it first happened, they said 

 

         7     somebody beat him, beat him, had stomped him to death.  And 

 

         8     I -- 

 

         9               MS. TANNER:  Who is "they"? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  That's what the police had in their 

 

        11     mind that's what happened from an interview of somebody 

 

        12     saying they seen it.  And I went right along with it.  You 

 

        13     know, I just implicated myself as being the one that helped 

 

        14     stomp and kick him to death. 

 

        15               MS. TANNER:  Is there any other fact as you 

 

        16     understand it about the death of Mr. Wilson besides the fact 

 

        17     that he was beaten and stomped to death? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes.  He was never beaten or 

 

        19     stomped to death.  He had one wound that killed him. 

 

        20               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  How did you learn that? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  I learned that from Ms. -- how do 

 

        22     you -- Zerwick, Zerwick, Phoebe Zerwick from an interview. 

 

        23     In 2004 I was interviewed by her -- 

 

        24               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- twice and she asked me did I 
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         1     know how he died.  I said, Well, he was beaten, stomped, and 

 

         2     kicked to death. 

 

         3               She said, No.  She said, You're wrong.  She said, 

 

         4     That's your statement.  She -- she said the man was -- had 

 

         5     one place in his head that killed him.  She said there's not 

 

         6     a scratch on his body. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  And what you're saying now is you 

 

         8     did not learn that until you spoke with Ms. Zerwick? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  I didn't know any of it until I got 

 

        10     the complete article.  She did a two-page -- two-section 

 

        11     article.  I think the 13th and 14th or the 14th and 15th, 

 

        12     she did two-section articles.  And she sent me a complete 

 

        13     copy of both of them.  And I read both of them. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        15               MS. TANNER:  Mr. Williams, I'm sure Brian is going 

 

        16     to show you some more statements, but we've talked a lot 

 

        17     today about some statements that police -- reports that 

 

        18     police drafted about statements you made. 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        20               MS. TANNER:  What did you tell police about the 

 

        21     Arthur Wilson case? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  I told them that Sammy, me, and 

 

        23     Darryl robbed Mr. Wilson, and that we beat and stomped him 

 

        24     and kicked him to death. 

 

        25               MS. TANNER:  Did you tell them any other facts 
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         1     about the death of Mr. Wilson? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  No, that's it. 

 

         3               MS. TANNER:  And when you were in a room with 

 

         4     Mattie Mae Davis, what was the story that the two of you 

 

         5     agreed upon to tell police? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  She was supposed to tell them that 

 

         7     I was there and that she was there and she seen it go down. 

 

         8     And the idea to her, how I got her to get into it, because 

 

         9     she had her kids taken from her.  And in her mind, this 

 

        10     would help her get her kids back.  And that's what basically 

 

        11     really made her get on board with it. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did she tell you she thought it 

 

        13     would help her get her kids back? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  She hinted to me, Would it?  I 

 

        15     said, Probably would if you help.  And that sort of helped 

 

        16     her because that was one thing she always wanted. 

 

        17               MS. MATOIAN:  Did you hear the police tell her 

 

        18     that that would help her? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  Mr. Williams, Beth is right.  I do 

 

        21     have another statement to show you.  This is still 

 

        22     Exhibit 45, but we are now looking at page 54 of the Bates 

 

        23     stamp number at the bottom.  And I want to read -- well, 

 

        24     that's my only copy of this.  I want to read the part that 

 

        25     starts on the fourth line down.  Now, this is a report about 
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         1     things that you were telling police -- 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- on April 11th where it says: 

 

         4               "At that time, a car came down 18th Street and a 

 

         5     car came down Claremont Avenue.  One of the cars stopped and 

 

         6     people got out of the car." 

 

         7               Did you tell that to police? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  Uh-uh. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you know anything about cars? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  Only car that they mentioned when I 

 

        11     was giving a statement, they said what did I do when a car 

 

        12     headlights hit me when we was beating Mr. Arthur.  One 

 

        13     car -- 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  And what did you -- 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- one to two cars. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  What -- so -- 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  I told them we ran away. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  I'm going to turn this away 

 

        19     right now just because I want to ask what you remember. 

 

        20               I believe you just said that you were asked a 

 

        21     question, What did you do when the car's headlights hit you? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  Prior to being asked that question, 

 

        24     had you said anything about a car? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I didn't know nothing about -- 
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         1     actually, I didn't know about that car until they -- they 

 

         2     implicated it. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  When they said what -- what 

 

         5     happened when the lights came on me. 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  And when you were asked that 

 

         7     question about what happened when the lights came on, what 

 

         8     did you say? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  I said we took off running. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  And did you describe where 

 

        11     you ran?  And I don't expect you to remember those details 

 

        12     now, but do you remember giving them a description of where 

 

        13     you ran? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  No, sir. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  If we turn back now to 

 

        16     Exhibit 45 and just keep reading on page 54 where I left 

 

        17     off, it says: 

 

        18               "Drayton stated that he, Sammy Mitchell, and 

 

        19     Darryl Hunt ran down 17th Street.  The people in the car 

 

        20     were chasing them.  They cut through the front yard of a 

 

        21     house and went across 18th Street and followed a path back 

 

        22     to Ezelle's house on Claremont." 

 

        23               Did you tell them that?  Could you have told them 

 

        24     that? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't remember telling them that 
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         1     because -- 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Is it possible? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  I told them we ran to a house and 

 

         4     we went through it.  But the house they talked about, 

 

         5     there's no way to go to Ezelle house because that's going 

 

         6     away from that.  You couldn't come back to that because it 

 

         7     was going in the opposite direction. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  We ran in the opposite direction. 

 

        10     That's what I told them. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  The opposite direction of Ezelle's 

 

        12     house? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Do you remember ever being 

 

        15     given a polygraph? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  What do you remember about that? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  They -- he said he just wanted to 

 

        19     give me a polygraph that would -- if I passed it, that would 

 

        20     help to finish the story out.  It would be -- it would wind 

 

        21     up, you know, making it a certified statement, a true 

 

        22     statement. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  And do -- do you remember -- 

 

        24     describe that polygraph test. 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  We went in and -- I don't know who 
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         1     gave it to me.  Some dude gave it to me and asked me a bunch 

 

         2     of questions.  And -- 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  So you were asked questions while 

 

         4     you were hooked up to the machine? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh.  I was asked a bunch of 

 

         6     questions. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you remember the questions that 

 

         8     were asked? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  No, sir. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you remember how you answered 

 

        11     those questions? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  I can remember answering yes and no 

 

        13     to some of them, but I don't remember questions. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  Was it generally about being 

 

        15     involved in the death of Arthur Wilson? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  And at that time, as you were 

 

        18     answering the questions, you were telling them that you were 

 

        19     involved in the death of Arthur Wilson? 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  He was asking me was I involved. 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  And what did you say in response? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Do you remember ever being 

 

        24     told about the results of that polygraph? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you remember ever being told that 

 

         2     it said you were truthful? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  They didn't tell me, but I asked 

 

         6     about it.  They said I did good and that was it. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  When you -- we talked a little bit 

 

         8     earlier about when you first talked how you said that you 

 

         9     mentioned Sammy and Darryl and then later put yourself in. 

 

        10     Is that -- is that accurate? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes, sir. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  When you put yourself in, how -- 

 

        13     what did you say was your involvement? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  I said I was holding him.  And then 

 

        15     I told them I was hitting him on his hands and stuff with a 

 

        16     stick, hitting his head and stuff with a stick. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Is there any reason you said 

 

        18     you were hitting him in the hands? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I just -- since I said we was 

 

        20     beating him to death, I said -- I just used that -- 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  Is there -- 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- I said that. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- any reason you said you were 

 

        24     hitting him on the head? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 
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         1               MS. MATOIAN:  Mr. Williams, you said that you gave 

 

         2     this story to police, like going back to that first 

 

         3     statement, because you thought it was going to help you on 

 

         4     the Mary Smith case.  What gave you the idea it was going to 

 

         5     help you? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  I can't -- couldn't understand why 

 

         7     I did most of that stuff.  I wish I could. 

 

         8               MS. MATOIAN:  Did somebody tell you that it was 

 

         9     going to help you? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  He said -- the reason -- the police 

 

        11     said, Well, this could help you down the road if you just 

 

        12     tell us what's going on, tell us the truth.  And that's when 

 

        13     I just went -- 

 

        14               MS. MATOIAN:  That's what -- 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- along with it. 

 

        16               MS. MATOIAN:  -- they just said this could help. 

 

        17     They didn't tell you how it could help you -- 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh. 

 

        19               MS. MATOIAN:  -- they didn't make -- did they make 

 

        20     you a promise? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        22               MS. MATOIAN:  Did they offer you anything -- 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        24               MS. MATOIAN:  -- during those first conversations? 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you -- do you remember ever 
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         1     talking about Mr. Williams -- or excuse me, Mr. Wilson being 

 

         2     robbed? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  I know they asked me was he robbed 

 

         4     and stuff.  And at first I told them I don't know.  And then 

 

         5     I came up with the story -- well, somebody said, Well, he 

 

         6     known to carry money.  One officer said, Well, he known to 

 

         7     carry money with him.  And I said, I didn't know, you know. 

 

         8     Then just snowballed into other stuff from there. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you know anything about any items 

 

        10     that were taken from him? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I know one of the police had 

 

        12     said -- he mentioned that, You sure nobody didn't take 

 

        13     nothing off from him?  And then a watch came into the 

 

        14     picture.  And then -- 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  How did a watch come into the 

 

        16     picture? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because there was some -- he said, 

 

        18     Somebody had to take something from him.  And the first 

 

        19     thing that come to my mind came a watch and I said it.  I -- 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  You -- you mentioned a watch? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you know whether or not 

 

        23     Mr. Wilson had a watch? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  (inaudible.)  I'd have to know 

 

        25     him first. 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  So you -- did you ever find out that 

 

         2     Mr. Wilson did, in fact, have a watch? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh.  I did. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  I'm going to show you what is -- 

 

         5     what I'm marking as 46, which is a letter that is undated 

 

         6     that you wrote.  At the top it says "Detective Weasil and 

 

         7     Sergeant McCoy."  I think that's probably supposed to be 

 

         8     Detective Weavil. 

 

         9                    (Exhibit Number 46 was introduced.) 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  And this letter says: 

 

        12               "I'm calling concerning Mattie about seeing her 

 

        13     and getting clean clothes for court, also for her to get my 

 

        14     medication for my heart, also for her to take you to the 

 

        15     pawn man for Mr. Wilson's watch.  Very important." 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you write this? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah, I wrote that. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  Why would Mattie Mae know about a 

 

        20     pawn man and the watch? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  That's stuff we talked about.  It's 

 

        22     stuff we tried to add in the stuff when we was being 

 

        23     questioned. 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  When you were in the room with 

 

        25     Mattie Mae, you talked about a watch? 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  We talked about any items he 

 

         2     had may have lost.  And she wasn't sure what was going on at 

 

         3     all.  She never was sure. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  So as a result of this letter, if 

 

         5     detectives went to Mattie Mae and said, hey, talk us to that 

 

         6     pawn man about the watch -- 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- what do you think she would have 

 

         9     done? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  If she knew anything about a watch, 

 

        11     she probably would have took them there. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  Well, to your knowledge, did she 

 

        13     know anything about a watch? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did she know anything about a pawn 

 

        16     man? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  So what do you think would happen 

 

        19     then if police, based on your information, they asked Mattie 

 

        20     Mae to take them and she said I don't know what you're 

 

        21     talking about? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  They probably wouldn't do nothing. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  Why -- okay.  Why would you put 

 

        24     Mattie Mae -- why would you suggest she knew this? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  I suggested most of the things that 
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         1     I could think of that would help me, but none of it was ever 

 

         2     true. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  And I'm going to read the 

 

         4     next little bit in that letter.  It says: 

 

         5               "Also can Sergeant McCoy send me some cigarettes." 

 

         6               Why would you ask the police for cigarettes when 

 

         7     you're in jail? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  I mean, it's on here? 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  It's about in the middle of the 

 

        10     letter. 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Okay.  Yeah.  I see it.  Yeah. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you think they would give you 

 

        13     cigarettes? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't know what my mind was going 

 

        15     -- going through then. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you ever get cigarettes from 

 

        17     police? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  Sometime they would send somebody 

 

        19     to bring some to me. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  Why would they do that? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't have the slightest clue why 

 

        22     they would give me cigarettes, but they have. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you get anything else? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  No, nothing else. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  Were the cigarettes a gift? 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  I can't answer that.  They just 

 

         2     sent them to me.  I don't know if it was a gift or not. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  So as you understand it, it 

 

         4     was not an exchange for anything? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  I didn't think it was. 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  You did not think it was.  Okay. 

 

         7               MS. TANNER:  How did you get them? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  Well, you know, the jailer, turnkey 

 

         9     jailer. 

 

        10               MS. TANNER:  Turnkey jailer? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        12               MS. TANNER:  Tell me who that is. 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't know who that was back then 

 

        14     it's so long.  He would bring them to me and I would get 

 

        15     them. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  Were you allowed to have cigarettes? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Back then? 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  Yeah. 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  Back then you could. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  Not anymore, right? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  No, you can't smoke no more nowhere 

 

        23     now. 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  Thank you. 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  I haven't smoked in -- in 18 years 
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         1     now. 

 

         2               MS. TANNER:  If you needed to talk to police while 

 

         3     you were in jail, how did you do that? 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  I could just tell one of the 

 

         5     jailers and they would do it. 

 

         6               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  So did you ever do that? 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah, I have.  On occasions I have. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  What would cause you to reach out to 

 

         9     the police? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  You know, after -- after all this 

 

        11     was said and done, it was later that I tried to reverse what 

 

        12     I had done done and I couldn't.  I even had them come one 

 

        13     time to talk to me to try to get it to reversed, let her 

 

        14     know I didn't -- it wasn't right.  It didn't work.  I done 

 

        15     sunk myself in it so deep, there was no way out. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Back up a little bit.  I just 

 

        17     want to make sure I'm understanding what you're saying. 

 

        18               Did you just say you contacted police to try and 

 

        19     get yourself out of the Arthur Wilson? 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  After -- it was right before 

 

        21     everything started going to the next murder and stuff, I had 

 

        22     wanted to talk to them about it and tell them it wasn't like 

 

        23     that, but nobody wanted to hear it. 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  And when you say "it wasn't like 

 

        25     that," what do you mean? 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  That we didn't do nothing like 

 

         2     that, that I had just made 95 percent of that whole thing 

 

         3     up.  But -- 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  And you told -- do you remember who 

 

         5     you told that to? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  But nobody wanted to listen. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  So what was the reaction when 

 

         8     you said that? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Nobody wanted to listen to it. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  What did they say to you? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Just, Oh, well.  I even wrote a 

 

        12     letter -- you should have it -- to the Justice Department. 

 

        13     You have that letter, don't you? 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  I do not have that letter. 

 

        15               MS. MATOIAN:  To the Justice Department? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes. 

 

        17               MS. TANNER:  Tell me about that. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  Is that -- 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  I wrote that -- 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- the U.S. Justice Department? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes.  Recanting story.  It 

 

        22     disappeared. 

 

        23               MS. TANNER:  What do you mean "it disappeared"? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  It was a letter and then the letter 

 

        25     was asked for and now nobody know where the letter went to. 

 

 

 

 

  



                                                                       106 

 

 

         1               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  When did you write that letter? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  I think I was still in jail.  Was I 

 

         4     still in jail? 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you remember whether it was 

 

         6     before or after your co-defendants had their trials? 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  I think it was after. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  In fact, it was in the -- in the 

 

        10     story that Ms. Zerwick written, she spoke about it.  You 

 

        11     remember that?  It was in that story. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  How did she know about it as far as 

 

        13     you know? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't know how she got it because 

 

        15     I had never told her, but she got it from someplace. 

 

        16     Because it was in one of the articles.  I'm trying remember 

 

        17     which article it was in.  Because she did two -- two 

 

        18     separate articles, had two separate titles, and it was in 

 

        19     one of them.  I -- 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- don't know which one. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Did you tell her about having 

 

        23     written that letter? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Do you remember going to 
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         1     court about this case? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you remember the first time you 

 

         4     went to court? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  I think it was like preliminary. 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Do you remember having a 

 

         7     probable cause hearing that was for you, Sammy, and Darryl 

 

         8     all in the same hearing? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  What were you thinking and feeling 

 

        11     before that leading up to that hearing? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  I had consciously regretted it. I 

 

        13     couldn't turn it back.  There was no turning around. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  Why did you feel like there was no 

 

        15     turning around? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  The history with Sammy and Darryl. 

 

        17     And the prosecutor at that time, he hated me just as much as 

 

        18     he hated them.  And they weren't about to let this go.  No 

 

        19     way to even attempt to turn it around, even though in my 

 

        20     trial date, I tried to change up.  It still didn't happen. 

 

        21     They weren't going to let it go. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  And you said you regretted it.  What 

 

        23     is it that you regretted? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  Implicating myself and other people 

 

        25     for something we didn't do. 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  You said the prosecutor hated you 

 

         2     and Sammy and Darryl.  Why? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  He hated them -- he hated those two 

 

         4     more than anything.  And he -- he disliked me because when I 

 

         5     started to try to come from up under it, it pissed him off 

 

         6     just that more.  And -- 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  When you say "try to come up from 

 

         8     under it"? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Try to take it back.  Nobody wanted 

 

        10     to talk to me about it then. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  You're trying to -- you're talking 

 

        12     about when you try to take -- 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  And -- 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- back your statements about Arthur 

 

        15     Wilson? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  Everything in the Arthur 

 

        17     Wilson case, they didn't want to hear it. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  And why did -- 

 

        19               MS. MATOIAN:  What "they" are you talking about? 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  Lord sakes, I lost his name.  I 

 

        21     can't think of his name.  I forgot my DAs in the case now. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  It's the man who prosecuted your 

 

        23     case? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh.  That's the only person I 

 

        25     could talk to.  And he didn't want to hear anything, 
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         1     nothing.  Nobody wanted to hear anything. 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  And why did he -- or why did you 

 

         3     think he hated Sammy and Darryl? 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Well, Tisdale was the -- dealt with 

 

         5     them on their cases.  And he had -- for years couldn't stand 

 

         6     them.  And he was already in a jam because of the Forsyth 

 

         7     case behind it.  And this played right into -- played right 

 

         8     into his hands. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  And so you just mentioned Tisdale. 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  That's the -- that's -- 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  So he was the elected DA.  Is that 

 

        12     who you were talking about a second ago -- 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  No. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- when you couldn't remember? 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  My DA -- the DA in my case, I don't 

 

        16     know his name. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  I know Tisdale had more to deal 

 

        19     with Sammy than anything. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  So you're talking the assistant 

 

        21     district attorney -- 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- who was in your case? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't know who it was.  I can't 

 

         2     remember.  But -- 

 

         3               MS. TANNER:  How did you know that Tisdale hated 

 

         4     them? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because during the Deborah Sykes 

 

         6     thing, he printed so many different little articles.  I got 

 

         7     them.  And he even had an article where he had confiscated 

 

         8     some -- something from Sammy and he kept it.  He kept it. 

 

         9     It was like a stick or something he had.  He always kept it, 

 

        10     you know.  It was belonging to Sammy. 

 

        11               MS. TANNER:  It was a stick? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh.  Supposed to been used for 

 

        13     something, not in -- not the Sykes thing.  Something way 

 

        14     before that.  Because, you know, Sammy had got into it 

 

        15     before and Tisdale I think was the prosecutor. 

 

        16               MS. MATOIAN:  How did you know that? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  He had -- he did a lot of articles. 

 

        18     He had did articles and stuff.  During the time all this was 

 

        19     going on, people were going to him and asking him questions. 

 

        20     He had just come in office.  He got voted out.  A new DA 

 

        21     went into it.  And somebody did an interview with him and he 

 

        22     started talking about Sammy and Darryl, how it's so hard to 

 

        23     get them and he finally got them and all that stuff. 

 

        24               MS. MATOIAN:  Did you keep up with the news a lot? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  I kept up with it during -- after I 
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         1     had (inaudible) for about two years.  And then after that, I 

 

         2     had just about given up.  I was at CP for a while working. 

 

         3     Nothing went right there either.  I couldn't mentally -- I 

 

         4     worked in the hospital.  That's the good thing, but I just 

 

         5     was out of it.  Like a robot; I just kept going to work 

 

         6     there, then going back and doing nothing else.  I never went 

 

         7     outside. 

 

         8               MS. TANNER:  Where was that happening?  Where? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  CP. 

 

        10               MS. TANNER:  At CP? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Central Prison.  Uh-huh.  I worked 

 

        12     in the hospital there for a while. 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  Back in 1983 before -- or any of that 

 

        14     time period, were you able to read and write? 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        16               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  Catherine just asked you about 

 

        18     keeping up with the news.  How would you keep up with the 

 

        19     news? 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  Well, we get the "Winston-Salem 

 

        21     Journal." 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  And you say "we," who are you 

 

        23     talking about? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  The guys in the block.  A couple of 

 

        25     us from Winston. 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  You're talking about while you're in 

 

         2     jail -- 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- you had access to it? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  When I was in jail, I got an 

 

         8     article in jail on (inaudible), too. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  And then here, I've been using 

 

        11     "Winston-Salem Journal." 

 

        12               MS. TANNER:  So I want to make sure I'm really 

 

        13     clear on that.  There's jail and then there's prison -- 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        15               MS. TANNER:  -- right? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        17               MS. TANNER:  Where did you get the "Winston-Salem 

 

        18     Journal"? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  Prison. 

 

        20               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  And was that while you were in 

 

        21     prison after you had been convicted of Mary Smith and Arthur 

 

        22     Wilson? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  I got a -- okay.  Before I came to 

 

        24     prison for it, I did have what you call like an article. 

 

        25     It's like a little print article in the jail cell with me 
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         1     with the murder in it.  But when I got to prison, CP, we 

 

         2     could get -- they was giving out newspapers every morning 

 

         3     from different counties so you'd be able to read it.  Like 

 

         4     if you're from Winston, you could read the newspaper from 

 

         5     Winston, or if you're from Raleigh, you read that paper. 

 

         6               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  How did you get that article that 

 

         8     you just mentioned having it in jail? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  It was in the cell I went in when I 

 

        10     was in there in the cell. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  You just found it?  Somebody left it 

 

        12     there? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  I'm sorry, Beth. 

 

        15               MS. TANNER:  No, that's okay.  Where was that 

 

        16     article from; do you remember? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  I think it was from the "Journal." 

 

        18               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  What did it say? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  It was talking about the next 

 

        20     murder y'all going to talk to me about.  It had that in it. 

 

        21     It had a story about that in it. 

 

        22               MS. TANNER:  Ms. Bryson? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  Ms. Bryson's.  I can't remember if 

 

        24     the Arthur Wilson case was in it or not.  I can't remember. 

 

        25               MS. TANNER:  And is this article that you found 
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         1     when you went into the jail, was that due to your arrest 

 

         2     from Mary Smith's death?  Is that why -- 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  Arthur Wilson. 

 

         4               MS. TANNER:  -- you were in jail? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Arthur Wilson. 

 

         6               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  I'm going to help us a little 

 

         7     bit with the timeline as we understand it. 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         9               MS. TANNER:  So -- I'm sorry, Brian. 

 

        10               So Mary Smith is -- she dies, actually dies on 

 

        11     March 17th -- 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  -- 1986 and you are in jail for that. 

 

        14     Where are you arrested for the Arthur Wilson murder? 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  Talking to the police while I was 

 

        16     in jail. 

 

        17               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  So you were already in jail 

 

        18     when they came to arrest you for Arthur Wilson? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  'Cause something happened. 

 

        20     There was something about the Smith case that came -- that 

 

        21     came back out and we started talking about it and I ended up 

 

        22     in jail. 

 

        23               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  So if I represent to you that 

 

        24     Mary Smith's dies March 17th and you're arrested for that 

 

        25     March 19th for Mary Smith's case, it's your recollection 
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         1     that you were arrested for Arthur Wilson while you were 

 

         2     already in jail? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh.  As I can remember. 

 

         4               MS. TANNER:  When did you get that article in that 

 

         5     jail cell? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  Oh, God.  The article I got, it had 

 

         7     to be later on.  I don't even think Wilson was in there.  I 

 

         8     know Ms. Bryson was in it and that -- it was a while.  I 

 

         9     can't remember the dates on it. 

 

        10               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  So our understanding right now 

 

        11     is that when you went to the jail that article was already 

 

        12     in there? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        14               MS. TANNER:  Is that the cell you went into when 

 

        15     you were arrested for Mary Smith? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  I think it was Arthur Wilson. 

 

        17               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  But you were already in jail 

 

        18     for Arthur Wilson? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        20               MS. TANNER:  (Inaudible) for Arthur Wilson? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  I think it was that time I 

 

        22     went in for that one. 

 

        23               MS. TANNER:  So nobody gave you that article? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  Nobody gave it to me. 

 

        25               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  It was just already in the 
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         1     cell? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  The cell. 

 

         3               MS. TANNER:  And you don't know how it got there? 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

         5               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  I'm sorry. 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  No, no, you're fine. 

 

         7               Mr. Wilson, I want to go back to that probable 

 

         8     cause hearing that we started to talk about. 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  I am going to show you what I am 

 

        11     marking as Number 47, which I believe to be a letter that 

 

        12     you wrote at that time. 

 

        13                    (Exhibit Number 47 was introduced.) 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  And it starts on the Bates stamped 

 

        15     number page 2501.  I'll read it, just follow along with me. 

 

        16               "Well, it's May 5, 1986.  I'm 28.  That's funny 

 

        17     because it's my last birthday and I may see 29 at any rate 

 

        18     -- or I may see 29 at any rate." 

 

        19               Why would that have been your last birthday? 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  And you said this is May of what 

 

        21     now, '86? 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  Right.  This is the day of that 

 

        23     first hearing.  I'm just going to keep -- we'll just read -- 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  The whole thing. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- we'll read the whole thing and 
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         1     then -- 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  Oh, I see it.  I see it. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- I'll ask you about it. 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  Uh-huh.  Yeah. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  So I'm -- I'm going to pick up right 

 

         6     here where it says: 

 

         7               "I'm still going to die.  I've made up my mind. 

 

         8     You made yours a few weeks back when you said you was going 

 

         9     to leave, so today I must make up my mind to live or die." 

 

        10               What are you talking about? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  That was after I had a conflict 

 

        12     with Ms. -- there should be another page. 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  There -- there's another page, 

 

        14     right.  That was just the beginning we read.  And on -- on 

 

        15     the next page, you say: 

 

        16               "My life is in your hands.  In court today is when 

 

        17     I must decide rather to live or die." 

 

        18               What were you talking about living or dying and 

 

        19     making a decision in court? 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  After things had blowed up, I -- I 

 

        21     really wanted to go back on everything, but I wasn't allowed 

 

        22     to go back and I got depressed. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  So you were depressed? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  That's when I was in my depressant 

 

        25     stage. 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  But when you talk about 

 

         2     deciding in court to live or die, can you explain that a 

 

         3     little more? 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  At that point, I actually felt I 

 

         5     was going to get -- I'm going to get out and things didn't 

 

         6     go that -- that route. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you remember that day, did you 

 

         8     make a decision about living or dying? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  I had to live.  I wanted to 

 

        10     live, you know, try to straighten this mess out. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Were you talking about a 

 

        12     possible death penalty? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  Because I had requested that 

 

        14     on my own before the case got started. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  You requested that though? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  Tell me about that. 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  That was one of the thing that was 

 

        19     in the article to the Justice Department.  I don't know 

 

        20     where it's at. 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  It's gone someplace. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you remember testifying in that 

 

        24     hearing? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  In my hearing? 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  The -- it was for all three of you. 

 

         2     It was that same day, that May 5th -- your birthday, I 

 

         3     guess, May 5, '86 hearing. 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  I can't remember what I said at 

 

         5     all, testifying. 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do -- do you remember testifying at 

 

         7     all? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  I think I did testify, but I can't 

 

         9     remember. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you remember having a 

 

        11     conversation with your lawyers about whether or not you 

 

        12     should testify? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah, I know that. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  And tell me about that conversation. 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  They -- they weren't making sense. 

 

        16     They didn't want me to testify and one did want me to 

 

        17     testify.  I can't just remember -- remember if I went on the 

 

        18     stand or not. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  So I'll tell you, you did go on the 

 

        20     stand. 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  Because there's a lot I 

 

        22     still can't remember. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  What would the -- obviously, you may 

 

        24     not remember details.  But the big picture of your testimony 

 

        25     when you went on the stand that day, do you remember what 
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         1     you said? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  No, sir. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you remember whether you said you 

 

         4     did it or not? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  I believe I said I did it. 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  That's so long ago. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you remember ever being in court 

 

         9     under oath and saying that you did not do it? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  You changed lawyers sometime 

 

        12     around then.  Do you remember that? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  Why did you change lawyers? 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  The lawyers I had, they -- they 

 

        16     didn't want to do -- I wanted to try and get out of it.  And 

 

        17     those two lawyers weren't even trying to hear it either. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  You say you were trying to get out 

 

        19     of it? 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  They weren't trying to hear 

 

        21     it.  And then I implicated myself in another murder and they 

 

        22     decided it's time to go. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Do you remember ever saying 

 

        24     that you wanted new lawyers because you didn't want to be 

 

        25     represented by a black attorney? 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  No, I ain't said that.  I said 

 

         2     I didn't want to be represented by them.  But before I said 

 

         3     that, they wanted to come off the case anyway. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  Is there a reason why you would not 

 

         5     have been -- wanted to be represented by a black attorney? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  In some cases -- now, for me, no, 

 

         7     but back then -- 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  I'm talking about back then. 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Back then -- 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  I'm talking about when this 

 

        11     happened. 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- they did -- not really.  No.  I 

 

        13     just didn't feel they were good lawyers. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        15               MS. TANNER:  Why? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because I -- other people had them 

 

        17     and it seemed like everybody else went to jail with them, so 

 

        18     I was trying to get away from them.  But then when I 

 

        19     implicated myself in the next murder, that sealed it; they 

 

        20     wanted to go themselves, leave this particular case. 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  What other people had them? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  Some other people had -- had used 

 

        23     those lawyers before.  You know, it wasn't -- they didn't 

 

        24     come out real good. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you recall -- I asked you a few 
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         1     minutes ago, and you said leading up to that first hearing 

 

         2     you felt regret and you wanted to get out but you thought it 

 

         3     was too late.  How did you feel after that hearing? 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  There was nothing I could do.  I 

 

         5     had to keep on going.  Nobody wouldn't hear me the first 

 

         6     time when I started, so I just kept going and let it go. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you -- 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- that's when I decided to plead 

 

         9     out. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you have any health problems 

 

        11     around that time? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  Health? 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  Uh-huh. 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  Heart.  I still have my murmur. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you ever go to the hospital? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  I went to the hospital one night in 

 

        17     jail. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  Tell me about that. 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  I induced (sic) something in my 

 

        20     system.  That's when I went to the hospital. 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Tell me about that. 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  I was in the cell and I had -- 

 

        23     reflecting on everything that went down and I had got 

 

        24     depressed and I used a chemical.  And they took me to the 

 

        25     hospital and made me gag it up. 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  Why did you take a chemical? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  I -- I couldn't get out of it.  And 

 

         3     that's my only way out. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  Were you trying to kill yourself? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yep. 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  And you felt like that was your only 

 

         7     way out? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  (No audible response.) 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Do you recall when that 

 

        10     happened in relation to your hearing? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  If I tell you it was the same day, 

 

        13     does that sound familiar? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  I couldn't remember if it was, but 

 

        15     I just couldn't remember. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Did you make any phone calls 

 

        17     from the jail around that time? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  I may have.  There's a lot of stuff 

 

        19     I can't remember. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Do you remember ever making a 

 

        21     call to a Shiloh Baptist Church? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  I may have.  It's just a lot.  I 

 

        23     still can't remember. 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  I understand.  Is there a 

 

        25     reason why you would have called a church? 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  Shiloh.  Shiloh.  Shiloh.  Not that 

 

         2     I can recall. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Were you ever offered to be 

 

         4     let out of jail if you planted drugs on Vivian Burke? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you ever tell anybody that -- 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- you were offered to be let out of 

 

         9     jail if you planted drugs on Vivian Burke? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  Who is Vivian Burke? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  She was an Alderman back then. 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Is there a reason why that 

 

        14     would be believable or why anyone would want drugs to be 

 

        15     found on her? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I don't know nothing about 

 

        17     that. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  And you don't recall ever 

 

        19     telling anybody about that? 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Do you recall ever telling 

 

        22     anyone you told a lie on two people who would be 

 

        23     electrocuted for something they didn't do? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes.  That was a case, too. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  Who did you tell that to? 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  I can't remember.  I told more than 

 

         2     one person, but I don't think anybody listened to me. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  So if someone at a church was 

 

         4     interviewed and they said that you told them you were 

 

         5     offered to be let out of jail for planting drugs on Vivian 

 

         6     Burke, that would be a lie? 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  Because I don't remember 

 

         8     nothing like that. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  I definitely would remember that. 

 

        11     No. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  And do you remember making 

 

        13     any phone calls, the general story of what you were calling 

 

        14     for is to tell people that you were lying on innocent 

 

        15     people? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  I can't remember.  But I had tried 

 

        17     to make some calls.  I just can't remember. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  I understand.  It's been a 

 

        19     long time. 

 

        20               Is there anyone that you can remember telling that 

 

        21     you were lying? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you ever have any conversations 

 

        24     with Mattie Mae about trying to go back on the story? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  Not exactly.  I can't remember. 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you ever write letters to 

 

         2     anybody to say that you were lying and try to go back on the 

 

         3     story?  You mentioned one letter earlier. 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you write letters to anyone 

 

         6     else? 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  I think I did.  I can't remember. 

 

         8     There's quite a few letters I had wrote and I don't know 

 

         9     what I wrote in them. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  I'm going to show you -- 

 

        11               MS. MATOIAN:  We're going to be on 48, Brian. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  Forty-eight, okay.  I'm going to 

 

        13     show you what I will mark as Number 48. 

 

        14                   (Exhibit Number 48 was introduced.) 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  This is an affidavit that you 

 

        16     signed.  If you -- it starts on Bates stamped page 2739 and 

 

        17     it ends on page 2742.  If you'd just turn to that last page. 

 

        18     Mr. Williams, can you just turn to the last page real quick? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  Last page.  All right. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you remember signing a document 

 

        21     like this? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  Let me see something.  I don't -- 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  Yeah.  Yeah.  Take a minute -- 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- (inaudible.) 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- and look it over, sure. 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  Oh, yes. 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  So this is an affidavit that 

 

         3     talks about why you came forward to say that you were 

 

         4     involved in -- in the Arthur Wilson death.  And you talk 

 

         5     about feeling pressured and being afraid and things like 

 

         6     that.  Who wrote this? 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  This was typed up after I had went 

 

         8     through a lot of things.  Someone typed it for me. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  When you say you "had been through a 

 

        10     lot of things," what do you mean? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Stress.  And I started writing -- 

 

        12     there actually was a 15-page affidavit.  And I don't know 

 

        13     where it went to.  Definitely should have had two. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  So you remember doing two 

 

        15     affidavits? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Do you -- 

 

        18               MS. TANNER:  Who typed this? 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- do you know who -- who wrote 

 

        20     this? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  I forgot who typed it.  I did most 

 

        22     of the writing and it's just went back and correct -- 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  So you -- 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- (inaudible). 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- you handwrote something -- 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- and then what you wrote was just 

 

         3     retyped? 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  But it's the same words that you 

 

         6     wrote? 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  It's the same words. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Did you anyone ask you to do 

 

         9     this statement? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I wasn't asked to do it. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Why did you offer it up? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  I had done went so long doing 

 

        13     this -- I did wrong by implicating these guys in this stuff 

 

        14     and myself.  And I tried to get it out.  This affidavit so 

 

        15     long with another one.  I don't know where it's at.  And it 

 

        16     wasn't even affidavits, it was a hand -- handwritten -- 

 

        17     handwritten letter completely.  It went to other people. 

 

        18     And I don't know what happened to it. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  So I don't want to put words in your 

 

        20     mouth.  Were you trying to help someone by this? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  I'm trying to help everybody get 

 

        22     out from under what I told. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Because the -- what this 

 

        24     document doesn't say is that that was all a lie.  You talk 

 

        25     about why you -- why you came forward with information about 
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         1     Arthur Wilson -- 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- but it does not say that you were 

 

         4     telling a lie, why not? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't know.  There's another 

 

         6     one -- the one that's at the Justice Department, and assume 

 

         7     that it is, where I had recanted my -- the whole thing. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Other than that first 

 

         9     probable cause hearing, do you remember testifying in court 

 

        10     again? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  We -- and Sammy had -- 

 

        12     Darryl had another crack at getting out and I was sent to 

 

        13     Watauga County Jail.  They moved, change of venue.  And we 

 

        14     had a -- they transferred me from CP to there where I was 

 

        15     held until trial when I was put on the stand again. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  So I -- I do want to ask you about 

 

        17     that, but I just want to make sure that I'm understanding. 

 

        18     You only remember testifying one more time? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  At one -- you testified only at one 

 

        21     trial? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  And what did you say when you 

 

        24     were put on the stand? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  I can't remember.  I did have a 
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         1     copy of that stuff, but I don't have it anymore.  It was 

 

         2     taken from me.  I can't remember what I said. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  Who called you as a witness? 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  State. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  So you were a State's witness? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you get on the stand and say 

 

         8     that you all did this crime? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  I can't remember what I was said. 

 

        10     I was put on the stand.  I got questioned by -- I think 

 

        11     both -- both sides questioned me, but I can't remember what 

 

        12     I said. 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  Both sides questioned me. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  I know you mentioned giving police 

 

        16     the name of Barbara Bason. 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  Why would she say she saw the three 

 

        19     of you do this crime? 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  Her dislike for Sammy and them. 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you think her dislike for Sammy 

 

        22     was enough for her to get up in court and say that, not just 

 

        23     Sammy, but Darryl and you did a murder? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  And you think she would get up in 
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         1     court and say that again and again and again under oath? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yep.  She would. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  And you mentioned giving the name of 

 

         4     someone named Williams to police? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  Was that Patricia Williams? 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah, Patricia.  Yep. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  Why would she say that she saw Sammy 

 

         9     and Darryl and a third person do this crime? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  She went off what -- what Big Titty 

 

        11     Barb had.  She went with the same thing. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  And she would swear under oath -- 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- and say that she saw this crime 

 

        15     and these people did a murder? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  I know you said that Sammy would 

 

        18     bother them -- 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- touch their butt or whatever you 

 

        21     said. 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  Yeah.  He just -- 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  You think that's enough for them to 

 

        24     put them in a murder with the death penalty and say it time 

 

        25     and time and time again? 

 

 

 

 

  



                                                                       132 

 

 

         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  Something else had to help -- 

 

         2     help -- somebody did something to them to make them keep 

 

         3     going.  Because years later I found out that they couldn't 

 

         4     do it. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  Well, why would you say it time and 

 

         6     time and time again?  Now, you just -- we just talked about 

 

         7     it.  You were trying to take it back and trying to get out 

 

         8     from under it.  But then when Darryl Hunt had his second 

 

         9     trial -- this is a couple years later.  You got up on the 

 

        10     stand and -- and I'm sure you took an oath to tell the 

 

        11     truth? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  And you were a State's witness? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  Why would you do that if it wasn't 

 

        16     true and if you already tried to say it wasn't true? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  There was no way out.  I couldn't 

 

        18     do anything to stop it at that point. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  But at that time -- at that time you 

 

        20     were already in prison, right? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  So -- 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  Both of us. 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  So what's to stop you from saying, 

 

        25     you know, screw off, I'm not going to testify? 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  They came and got me.  I just went 

 

         2     and testified. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  Was your testimony true? 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  What consequences do you think there 

 

         6     would have been for you if by that point -- and after 

 

         7     everything has happened, at that point, at Darryl Hunt's 

 

         8     second trial, years later, if you just said, no, I'm -- I'm 

 

         9     done with this, I'm not going to say anything more? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  I probably would have had to wear 

 

        11     it by myself.  I would. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  Wear what by yourself? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  They'd probably charge me with the 

 

        14     whole murder because I had done screwed it up. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  But you were already convicted at 

 

        16     that point.  You pled guilty.  You're already doing -- 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  It probably would never have 

 

        18     been -- 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- your time. 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  Probably would have been no help. 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  What kind of help did you think you 

 

        22     would get? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  Probably would have been no help 

 

        24     trying to get back from up under it.  After I -- after I 

 

        25     helped them, they wouldn't have tried -- nobody would have 
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         1     helped me at all.  It's hard to get any help now. 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you think it was going to help 

 

         3     you get out from under it by getting on the stand and saying 

 

         4     that you did it? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  You get so many years -- after 

 

         6     two years had past, I just -- after I tried one time and 

 

         7     nothing happened, I just gave up. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  Have you ever talked with Mattie Mae 

 

         9     since you got convicted -- 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- and you went to prison? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  No, no. 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  When is the last time you talked 

 

        14     with her? 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  I can't remember.  It's -- God, I 

 

        16     ain't talked to her since. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  Where were you the last time you 

 

        18     talked to her? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  County jail. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  That's it.  I haven't had contact 

 

        22     with nobody out of Winston-Salem since I left. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you understand that Sammy 

 

        24     Mitchell got convicted of this murder? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes, I have. 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  And you know he spent a lot of time 

 

         2     in prison? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  I was in a camp with him twice. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  Well, that's a question I'm just 

 

         5     about to get to.  You understand he spent a long time in 

 

         6     prison? 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  (No audible response.) 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  To your knowledge, was he guilty of 

 

         9     that crime he was in prison for? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  We spent some time together. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  Tell me about that. 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  After a while, Sammy, he just gave 

 

        13     up.  He became attached to a lot of things in prison and he 

 

        14     didn't let go.  He wouldn't let it go. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  Wouldn't let what go? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  You come in prison, after a while 

 

        17     you have this -- you get somewhat of a -- an everyday a 

 

        18     thing and it become a part of your life and you just keep -- 

 

        19     keep going.  You -- you don't look back.  You know, you 

 

        20     become a new person, a different person, either good or bad. 

 

        21     So the past don't exist no more.  You won't try to do 

 

        22     anything for yourself.  You just -- 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  Well, you're trying -- 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- fall down. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- to do something for yourself. 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes.  Sammy could have, but Sammy 

 

         2     wasn't going to.  He had done fallen in his little mood that 

 

         3     he had going. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you talk to him about this 

 

         5     case -- 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- when you saw him in the camp? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  What was said? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  He said it'd be good to get back. 

 

        11     He said, Man, we can't -- don't even worry about it. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  He said, "Don't even worry about 

 

        13     it"? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  He -- his mind, he just 

 

        15     didn't come -- he became institutionalized, so it wasn't 

 

        16     nothing you could do for him. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  What did you say to him? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  I told him -- I told him I'd write 

 

        19     a statement and make sure you get -- get in court with it. 

 

        20     He said, No, man.  He said, Let it go.  I let it go.  I 

 

        21     didn't talk to him no more.  The last time I heard, he had 

 

        22     died, got up and died from a massive heart attack.  And that 

 

        23     was it. 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you ever apologize to him? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  Several time when -- when we were 
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         1     in camp together, we was at CP in our old dorm.  I was 

 

         2     strained because he wouldn't hold no grudge.  And at first 

 

         3     it looked like we was going to fight.  And then we started 

 

         4     sitting down and we just started talking.  We talked about 

 

         5     old times; things we could have done when we got out.  And 

 

         6     that was it. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  Were you scared when you first saw 

 

         8     him in there? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  Why not? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Nothing to be scared of. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  You put him in prison on a murder. 

 

        13     You're not scared of that? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  Not -- I'm scared of the fact that 

 

        15     I put him in here.  But being scared of him physically, no, 

 

        16     because I had done seen him before and he done sent word to 

 

        17     me that he was going to try to get to the camp so we could 

 

        18     talk.  And he made it there and we talked, you know. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  So you -- you had word that he 

 

        20     wanted to talk to you -- 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- before you saw him? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  You're not -- I worked in the 

 

        24     hospital.  He was in the old dorm.  He was sick.  And he was 

 

        25     getting his toenails done, taking the toenail off because it 
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         1     was -- something was wrong with it.  And I had to go up to 

 

         2     old dorm to do something.  And I went up there.  Somebody 

 

         3     said, Sammy.  I said, Okay.  And I went back to work.  He 

 

         4     went to eat.  And he sent a note to me to come see him.  And 

 

         5     I went up to see him.  We sat on the bed and talked about 

 

         6     it.  And, yeah, he was pissed.  Me, not pissed as much as 

 

         7     feeling stupid for what I did. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  When was that? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Oh, God.  '89, '90.  God, he was at 

 

        10     Central Prison for something.  I can't remember when that 

 

        11     was he was at Central. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  You just said a ballpark '89 or '90? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  Somewhere along in there. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you ever see Darryl Hunt in 

 

        17     prison? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I didn't get -- I didn't get 

 

        19     to see Darryl at all.  I didn't get to see Darryl.  I didn't 

 

        20     get to see Darryl in prison. 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  You never saw him? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh.  No. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you ever try to contact him at 

 

        24     all? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  I had people that were in the camp 
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         1     with him.  He sent word with them to me he was all right. 

 

         2               And he told me, he said, Look, you got yourself 

 

         3     into this just like everybody else.  He said, You just got 

 

         4     to get yourself out of it. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you ever talk to him about this 

 

         6     case? 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  When we had -- when I went to -- to 

 

         8     the county where they tried him the second time, I had a 

 

         9     chance to see him there and I asked him for forgiveness 

 

        10     there, and that was that. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  And what did he say? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  Well, he had become a Muslim then. 

 

        13     And he said, Yeah, I do forgive you.  He said, But you got 

 

        14     to do something for yourself. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  Of course he got acquitted? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  He wasn't in there on this? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  He got acquitted. 

 

        19               MS. TANNER:  When did you have that conversation 

 

        20     with him in the jail?  Was it before or after the trial? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  After. 

 

        22               MS. TANNER:  So you were at the Watauga County 

 

        23     Jail? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  I was at Watauga County Jail.  He 

 

        25     was going out. 
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         1               MS. TANNER:  And after the trial was over -- 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

         3               MS. TANNER:  -- he came back to the jail? 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  He was going out.  They let us 

 

         5     out and he was going past.  And I said, Man, I hope you can 

 

         6     forgive me. 

 

         7               He said, I forgive you.  And he walked on out.  I 

 

         8     ain't seen him since, since he killed hisself, supposedly. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  That was the time of his trial -- 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- when you say -- 

 

        12               MS. TANNER:  Why did you want him to forgive you? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  Look what I did to him.  I 

 

        14     almost -- could have got him killed and myself. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you talk to any other inmates 

 

        16     about this case? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Countless people.  Even told a lot 

 

        18     of people I didn't do it.  But, you know, I didn't do it, 

 

        19     but what can I say? 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you know someone named James 

 

        21     Ford? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  Why is that name so familiar? 

 

        23     James Ford.  James Ford.  The name sound familiar, but I 

 

        24     can't put a face with it. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you know someone named Mary 
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         1     Howell? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you -- 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  I know about them, but I don't know 

 

         5     them. 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  What do you -- when you say 

 

         7     you know about them, what do you mean? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  I knew Howell said she seen -- seen 

 

         9     the attack on Mr. Wilson, something like that.  But that's 

 

        10     all.  I don't know nothing else. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  How do you know about her? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because I had the articles that she 

 

        13     wrote.  She went back and reinvestigate the whole case. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  So you're talking about from Phoebe 

 

        15     Zerwick? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you know Mary Howell before 

 

        18     then? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Did you know Linda Walser? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  Walser, no. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you know Ronald McGee? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you ever hear about anyone -- 

 

        25     I'm talking about before Phoebe Zerwick's article.  Did you 
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         1     ever hear about anybody who said that they saw the crime? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  In fact, my lawyer -- the last 

 

         3     set of lawyers I had before we went to court before I 

 

         4     pleaded to this, I didn't know anything. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  And who were those lawyers? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't -- I don't know their 

 

         7     names.  It was so long ago.  I don't even know if they're 

 

         8     still living. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  Are you talking about Kevin Mauney? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  If that's his name.  I can't even 

 

        11     remember his name. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  Charles Redden? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  I can't -- don't know their names. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  But before we got in there, there 

 

        16     was nothing.  I had no discovery.  That's it, could see and 

 

        17     anything like that or read it. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  Have you ever talked with anyone who 

 

        19     said they saw what happened to Mr. Wilson? 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh. 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you ever talk with Big Titty 

 

        22     Barb after you put her name up? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  She actually -- I had a chance 

 

        24     to talk to her one time.  She came to the jail to see 

 

        25     somebody and I had seen her.  You know, I had to let it go. 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you talk to her? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  Have you talked to Patricia 

 

         4     Williams? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you participate in the assault 

 

         7     on Arthur Wilson? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  No, sir, not at all. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  Were you present when Arthur Wilson 

 

        10     was killed? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you get any of his money? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you get any of his belongings? 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you know who -- who killed Arthur 

 

        17     Wilson? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  No, sir. 

 

        19               MS. TANNER:  Are you done? 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  I'm done. 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  I have some questions for you.  Do 

 

        22     you want to use the bathroom, take a quick break?  Are you 

 

        23     good? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  I'm all right. 

 

        25               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  We talked a lot about people 
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         1     you know.  Have you ever heard of Richard Wright? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  Richard Wright, no. 

 

         3               MS. TANNER:  How about Chuck Simmons? 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  Donald Simmons?  Do you know any of 

 

         6     those people? 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  When you went to the drink 

 

         9     house with Mattie Mae back in the '80s, what did you wear? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  Oh, man.  That would have been 

 

        11     jeans.  That's all I wear, jeans. 

 

        12               MS. TANNER:  Did you dress up a little? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        14               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  I never dress. 

 

        16               MS. TANNER:  What kind of shirt? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Most of my shirts were flannel and 

 

        18     a T-shirt.  That's it. 

 

        19               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  In the summertime? 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  A T-shirt. 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  A T-shirt? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        23               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Was that the kind of thing you 

 

        24     dressed up for? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 
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         1               MS. TANNER:  No.  When Sammy and Darryl went to 

 

         2     the drink house, what did they wear? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  Casual stuff. 

 

         4               MS. TANNER:  Like what? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  They have black pants on, a 

 

         6     T-shirt.  I guess you call it T-shirt with a pocket on it 

 

         7     and stuff like that. 

 

         8               MS. TANNER:  Like a shirt with a pocket on it? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh.  Yes. 

 

        10               MS. TANNER:  Did that shirt have buttons down the 

 

        11     front? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  Pullovers.  You know, men with 

 

        15     pullovers. 

 

        16               MS. TANNER:  Pullovers? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        18               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  The arson, the house with 

 

        19     the -- the burning down and all of this -- 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  -- who did you work on that with? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  It was -- I was working on that 

 

        23     myself. 

 

        24               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because I had known how to do that 
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         1     kind of work. 

 

         2               MS. TANNER:  So you didn't have any friends that 

 

         3     helped you with rehabbing that house? 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Oh, God.  Not Mattie Mae, but the 

 

         5     other girl he mentioned.  She would be there. 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  Are you talking about Yvette 

 

         7     Johnson? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yvette Johnson, yeah. 

 

         9               MS. TANNER:  Yvette Johnson? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        11               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Did you own that house when 

 

        12     you were working on it? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  We had all talked to them.  We 

 

        14     were supposed to get it all fixed up so we could get an 

 

        15     inspection.  And from that point, we were gonna get it. 

 

        16               MS. TANNER:  Going to buy it? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        18               MS. TANNER:  Who was the lady across the street? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  I can't think of her name.  Oh, 

 

        20     boy.  I can't think of her name. 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  The house that you were rehabbing, 

 

        22     was this in the same area as the drink house? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  It was -- the back of that 

 

        24     house was at 18th and the front would be probably 19th, 

 

        25     (inaudible) 19th. 

 

 

 

 

  



                                                                       147 

 

 

         1               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  On the other side. 

 

         3               MS. TANNER:  You said that when you were depressed 

 

         4     you couldn't be around people at all.  Explain more about 

 

         5     that to me. 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  When I get depressed, I try not to 

 

         7     be around anybody.  Either I try to sleep all day or I'll 

 

         8     just get someplace by myself and stay there.  I had a bout 

 

         9     with depression last year that was bad and I had to be put 

 

        10     back on medication to try to -- to try to deal with it.  And 

 

        11     so I'm on medication now.  Unfortunately, I missed 30 days, 

 

        12     and this morning I just got chewed out about it because the 

 

        13     depression started sinking back in again.  They could tell. 

 

        14     And so -- 

 

        15               MS. TANNER:  When was the first time you heard a 

 

        16     diagnosis of depression? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  When I went to -- on the burning, I 

 

        18     seen a psychologist during then.  They found I had severe 

 

        19     depression. 

 

        20               MS. TANNER:  So while you were in prison for the 

 

        21     burning? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh.  In fact, they was going to 

 

        23     treat me, but I didn't have to take medicine.  But when I 

 

        24     got out, I didn't do anything at all. 

 

        25               MS. TANNER:  When you got out for the burning, you 
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         1     didn't do anything at all? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  I didn't continue treatment. 

 

         3               MS. TANNER:  Why are the -- we talked a little bit 

 

         4     early on about the people at DPS looking into things in your 

 

         5     past.  Why? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  They seem -- just like you came 

 

         7     down, just about all more people here know about me being up 

 

         8     here.  And some people have a knack to open things going 

 

         9     into your background, checking things, wants to know about 

 

        10     this and that.  And I just don't like it.  There's nothing 

 

        11     that.  It's already found. 

 

        12               MS. TANNER:  Who wants to check? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  My programmer.  She loves knowing 

 

        14     things.  And just like they brought me in for honor grade 

 

        15     this time.  And, actually, she said something -- it was last 

 

        16     Monday.  She said that, Probably try to get you honor grade 

 

        17     providing when we get in touch with the -- what you call 

 

        18     that -- Administrative Courts about you.  And it sounded so 

 

        19     strange. 

 

        20               I said, What for? 

 

        21               She said, Well, it's a process for you.  We have 

 

        22     to do it. 

 

        23               And I asked her, I said, Why?  Why go to 

 

        24     Administrative Courts to find anything?  And that's the 

 

        25     first thing she said.  And that just teed me off.  I just 
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         1     didn't like her. 

 

         2               MS. TANNER:  The Administrative Courts? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         4               MS. TANNER:  What is that? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  The North Carolina Court of 

 

         6     Administrative something. 

 

         7               MS. MATOIAN:  Do you mean Administrative Office of 

 

         8     the Courts? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Office of Courts, yeah. 

 

        10               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  She wants to go there. 

 

        12               I said, For what? 

 

        13               She said, Because I want -- we're going to run a 

 

        14     check through them. 

 

        15               I said, A check on what?  And she wouldn't never 

 

        16     say.  I said, There's nothing in my background. 

 

        17               I think when most people look for my background, 

 

        18     what's caused me to be so I guess -- they say it's screwed 

 

        19     up.  But I don't even know. 

 

        20               MS. TANNER:  What is the benefit of honor grade? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  For me? 

 

        22               MS. TANNER:  Uh-huh. 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  Nothing.  It's nothing there. 

 

        24     There's nothing there. 

 

        25               Probably 80 percent of the guys that failed with 
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         1     me with those honor grade, they die before they get out. 

 

         2     That's the only -- only benefit, I guess, of that.  Because 

 

         3     most of the people I been in contact with since I've been 

 

         4     in, that's -- most of the time I've done, they've passed on 

 

         5     already. 

 

         6               MS. TANNER:  You mean they died before they got 

 

         7     out -- 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

         9               MS. TANNER:  -- on honor grade? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  They die before they get that honor 

 

        11     grade. 

 

        12               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  With Mary Smith, when the 

 

        13     police first came to you, what did you say about your 

 

        14     involvement in that? 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  With -- with just her? 

 

        16               MS. TANNER:  Uh-huh. 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Just we was arguing and I pushed 

 

        18     her down.  Regretful, but... 

 

        19               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  I drank too heavily. 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  Say again. 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  I said I drank too heavily back 

 

        23     then.  I drank every day. 

 

        24               MS. TANNER:  Did you have a violent relationship 

 

        25     with Mattie Mae? 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  Because she loved fighting 

 

         2     and she loved starting fights, so we would fight. 

 

         3               MS. MATOIAN:  Are all your instances of violence 

 

         4     whenever you've been arrested, with the exception of the 

 

         5     Arthur Wilson case and Blanche Bryson cases, have those been 

 

         6     with people that you knew?  Are there other instances where 

 

         7     you were charged with violence against someone who was not 

 

         8     known to you? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I've never been charged with 

 

        10     violence against somebody I've never known. 

 

        11               MS. MATOIAN:  Was it mostly girlfriends? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  Sometime -- when I was coming up 

 

        13     here, my brother when I first met him -- when I first met my 

 

        14     two brothers, I was more violent towards them than anybody. 

 

        15               MS. MATOIAN:  Were those biological brothers or 

 

        16     adopted brothers? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Let me see how to explain this.  I 

 

        18     had three brothers.  And my mom -- I'm the old -- I'm the 

 

        19     next oldest.  So she had three more -- three more kids 

 

        20     behind me.  I never knew her.  And when I first met her, 

 

        21     that's when I became extremely dissatisfied for some reason. 

 

        22               We stopped talking a couple years ago.  But last 

 

        23     year, we stopped talking right after I had got my -- the 

 

        24     first attorney that was appointed for me for this.  We 

 

        25     stopped talking because I can't (inaudible) stand her.  I 
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         1     couldn't -- don't even want to look at her. 

 

         2               Because it's one thing to have a kid and you give 

 

         3     him up for adoption, and then you end up with a disease and 

 

         4     all the doctors begging for your father's record so they can 

 

         5     try to help you, and she's saying she'll take his name to 

 

         6     the grave.  And so we fell out.  And I guess -- and I was 

 

         7     telling her I couldn't stand my brother's because I didn't 

 

         8     think they were my brothers anyway.  We just couldn't get 

 

         9     along. 

 

        10               MS. TANNER:  I'm sorry. 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  I couldn't -- I couldn't beat but 

 

        12     one of them.  One of them I can't touch.  I hate to say it. 

 

        13     He's -- he has a good life.  He's a lawyer.  We just don't 

 

        14     get along (inaudible) at all. 

 

        15               MS. TANNER:  I'm going to show you some 

 

        16     documents -- what exhibit are we on? 

 

        17               MS. MATOIAN:  49. 

 

        18               MS. TANNER:  We're going to mark this as 49. 

 

        19                   (Exhibit Number 49 was introduced.) 

 

        20               MS. TANNER:  This is from the Mary Smith case. 

 

        21     These are police reports. 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        23               MS. TANNER:  So right here, starting at the bottom 

 

        24     of the first page of Exhibit 49, it's labeled number 12, 

 

        25     okay? 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         2               MS. TANNER:  There's a paragraph about what you -- 

 

         3     they report that you told them, okay? 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         5               MS. TANNER:  And that continues onto the second 

 

         6     page.  I'm going to let you read that and then I have some 

 

         7     questions. 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  All right. 

 

         9                               (Pause.) 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        11               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Hang on a second. 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  All right. 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  So I'm going to go ahead and 

 

        14     represent to you -- 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  Okay. 

 

        16               MS. TANNER:  -- and Brian can correct me if I'm 

 

        17     wrong. 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  Okay. 

 

        19               MS. TANNER:  But I have records that show me two 

 

        20     times -- 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        22               MS. TANNER:  -- that you talked to the police 

 

        23     about Mary Smith. 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        25               MS. TANNER:  Okay? 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         2               MS. TANNER:  This is time one that I'm aware of. 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  Which one? 

 

         4               MS. TANNER:  And it is on 3/17. 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  All right. 

 

         6               MS. TANNER:  So you said to me -- you shook your 

 

         7     head.  And what was your concern?  What are you trying to 

 

         8     indicate by shaking your head and saying no after reading 

 

         9     this statement? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  'Cause seem like -- they said 

 

        11     Little pushed her down here. 

 

        12               MS. TANNER:  Uh-huh. 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  He -- he never came on the 

 

        14     porch. 

 

        15               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        17               MS. TANNER:  So I want you to read this again -- 

 

        18     well, let me ask this question first.  You said at this 

 

        19     time, according to this report in Exhibit 49: 

 

        20               "Drayton said that he did not push Mary Smith down 

 

        21     the stairs, but he was aware that other people were saying 

 

        22     he had." 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  I told them I did.  I didn't hide. 

 

        24               MS. TANNER:  Okay. I don't -- I'm going to say 

 

        25     what Brian says -- 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         2               MS. TANNER:  -- I don't want to put words in your 

 

         3     mouth. 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         5               MS. TANNER:  Do you ever recall telling the police 

 

         6     at any point that you did not push Mary Smith down the 

 

         7     stairs? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I told them what I did. 

 

         9               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  I didn't hide it. 

 

        11               MS. TANNER:  I'm going to give you this 

 

        12     highlighter. 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  All right. 

 

        14               MS. TANNER:  In this paragraph about your 

 

        15     statements to police, I want you to highlight for me 

 

        16     anything that is not an accurate fact as your understanding 

 

        17     of what happened with Mary Smith. 

 

        18                             (Pause.) 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  That didn't happen, right? 

 

        20               MS. TANNER:  That did not happen. 

 

        21                             (Pause.) 

 

        22               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  So I'm on the second page of 

 

        23     Exhibit 49 and what you've highlighted is this part that 

 

        24     says that: 

 

        25               "Willie Little came out onto the porch and began 
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         1     to argue with Mary again so he moved Mary over to the post 

 

         2     at the corner of the porch where the steps started down to 

 

         3     the little landing which then led down a flight of stairs to 

 

         4     the street." 

 

         5               What is wrong with that fact? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because he didn't come -- even come 

 

         7     on the porch. 

 

         8               MS. TANNER:  Little? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Little didn't come on the porch. 

 

        10     There was only two on the porch, me and Mary. 

 

        11               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  That was that. 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  "He said" -- and I'll say that's 

 

        14     Drayton -- "said that Little kept arguing and was trying to 

 

        15     get Mary." 

 

        16               What's wrong with that fact? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  He wasn't on the porch to talk to 

 

        18     her.  He was still in the house drinking. 

 

        19               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  "He said that he turned to 

 

        20     shove Little back, and while his back was turned, Mary 

 

        21     started down the stairs on her own." 

 

        22               What's wrong with that fact? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        24               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Tell me what's wrong about 

 

        25     that. 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  He wasn't there.  And the next 

 

         2     paragraph starts the truth at. 

 

         3               MS. TANNER:  So this next paragraph that starts: 

 

         4               "He said that Mary took one step down" -- 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

         6               MS. TANNER:  -- "and then missed the next one and 

 

         7     fell head first from the landing down the rest of the 

 

         8     stairs." 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  'Cause when I -- when I 

 

        10     shoved her, she missed that first step and that's when she 

 

        11     fell. 

 

        12               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  So that's true? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  None of this is. 

 

        14               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  "And then he said that he went 

 

        15     down to her and saw she was hurt and went to the neighbor's 

 

        16     house and called an ambulance."  Is that true? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        18               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because a girl in the house, she -- 

 

        20     she seen me pushed her.  Yeah, I shoved her because we was 

 

        21     arguing.  But this up here, none of that's true because 

 

        22     he -- 

 

        23               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  The highlighted -- 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- didn't come -- 

 

        25               MS. TANNER:  -- portion -- 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- out the house. 

 

         2               MS. TANNER:  -- none of that's true? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  He never came out the house. 

 

         4               MS. TANNER:  And you said the girl that -- whose 

 

         5     house you went to saw you pushed her -- 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         7               MS. TANNER:  -- is that correct? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         9               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  This next line says: 

 

        10               "Drayton said that he -- it says that the -- "did 

 

        11     not push Mary Smith down the steps, but he was aware that 

 

        12     about other people were saying that he had." 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I knew I pushed her.  I didn't 

 

        14     hide it. 

 

        15               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Is that a correct fact or an 

 

        16     incorrect fact? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  That's incorrect there. 

 

        18               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  And I went on and -- 

 

        20               MS. TANNER:  Will you highlight it if it's 

 

        21     incorrect? 

 

        22                             (Pause.) 

 

        23               MS. TANNER:  So you highlighted: 

 

        24               "Drayton said that he did not push Mary Smith down 

 

        25     the steps, but he was aware that people were saying that he 
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         1     had"? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

         3               MS. TANNER:  That is incorrect? 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  Because I had pushed her.  I 

 

         5     didn't -- didn't hide that. 

 

         6               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  This statement in Exhibit 49 

 

         7     is on 3/17/86. 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         9               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  I'm going to show you 

 

        10     Exhibit 50. 

 

        11                   (Exhibit Number 50 was introduced.) 

 

        12               MS. TANNER:  Again, it's about halfway down the 

 

        13     page.  It says on 3/18/86 -- and this is another 

 

        14     conversation with you.  So there's a conversation on 3/17 

 

        15     and this report represents a conversation on 3/18.  I want 

 

        16     us to go through the same process, okay? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  All right. 

 

        18               MS. TANNER:  It continues on a second page. 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  All right. 

 

        20               MS. TANNER:  I'm sorry. 

 

        21                                (Pause.) 

 

        22               MS. TANNER:  (Inaudible.) 

 

        23                                (Pause.) 

 

        24               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Thank you.  Okay.  Looking at 

 

        25     Exhibit 50 -- oh, thank you.  I see some stuff up here at 
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         1     the top.  I think that's somebody else's statement.  But 

 

         2     you've highlighted: 

 

         3               "Junior before he threw Mary off the porch." 

 

         4     What's incorrect with that? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  I didn't threw her off the porch. 

 

         6               MS. TANNER:  What did you do? 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  I had pushed her.  Like I said, I 

 

         8     pushed her trying to get her to go down. 

 

         9               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  This says that: 

 

        10               "Junior had come up to her and told her that he 

 

        11     had thrown Mary off the porch." 

 

        12               What's wrong about that? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  I ain't threw her off the porch. 

 

        14               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  And then here again you've 

 

        15     highlighted this portion that says: 

 

        16               "He said that" -- and this is attributed to you -- 

 

        17     "He said that Willie was on one side of him and Mary was on 

 

        18     the other." 

 

        19               What's wrong with that? 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  Willie was never on the porch. 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  "He said that Willie was 

 

        22     between himself and the house and he kept pushing Willie 

 

        23     back towards the house." 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        25               MS. TANNER:  What's wrong with that? 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  He wasn't even outside to see 

 

         2     anything. 

 

         3               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Then you've highlighted on 

 

         4     page 2: 

 

         5               "And she went down to the landing and then started 

 

         6     back up." 

 

         7               What's wrong with that fact? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  She -- when she started going 

 

         9     on the landing, that's when I pushed her, so she fell from 

 

        10     there. 

 

        11               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  She never got back up. 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  She never got back up? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  She never got back up. 

 

        15               MS. TANNER:  What you haven't highlighted is the 

 

        16     part that says that: 

 

        17               "He said that he was ready to tell the truth 

 

        18     because he wanted to get it all off of his chest."  Was that 

 

        19     correct? 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  What were you ready to tell 

 

        22     the truth about? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because see, the way they had it at 

 

        24     first is that I picked her up and threw her.  And so I went 

 

        25     and told them how it happened. 
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         1               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  They had me picking her up and 

 

         3     slinging her.  No, ain't no way. 

 

         4               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  That was that. 

 

         6               MS. TANNER:  So you were telling the truth about 

 

         7     what had happened that night? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         9               MS. TANNER:  And you were trying to correct what? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  What they're saying wasn't -- 

 

        11     wasn't right.  Because I was out there, I pushed her. 

 

        12               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  You know, I had no quarrels about 

 

        14     that. 

 

        15               MS. TANNER:  What about this statement that's also 

 

        16     not highlighted on page 2 of 50 that says: 

 

        17               "He said that he had been afraid to tell me what 

 

        18     had happened the first time because he was afraid that he 

 

        19     would be charged with murder." 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yep.  I didn't take no -- I didn't 

 

        21     take no chances because that would -- that -- when he first 

 

        22     talked to me, he told me that -- that looks like murder.  I 

 

        23     said, Like murder?  I said, I just pushed her, man. 

 

        24               And he said that wasn't what he was told.  He said 

 

        25     somebody said they seen me picked her up completely of the 
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         1     ground and slung her. 

 

         2               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  That didn't come out right. 

 

         4               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  I don't want to put words in 

 

         5     your mouth.  But your concern was that if you had picked her 

 

         6     up and slung her, that would be murder? 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  That's murder.  If you pick someone 

 

         8     up and do it like that.  I wouldn't have done it like that. 

 

         9     The only thing I did was try to get her out of the house and 

 

        10     I got her to the steps and she started arguing with me and I 

 

        11     just pushed her, not to try to kill her or anything. 

 

        12               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  I just pushed her for her to go. 

 

        14               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  This also says that he 

 

        15     obtained -- that the officer obtained a second written 

 

        16     statement from Mr. Drayton. 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        18               MS. TANNER:  Explain that process to me. 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't know where he got the 

 

        20     second one from. 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  You remember one written 

 

        22     statement about Mary Smith? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        24               MS. TANNER:  When did that written statement 

 

        25     happen?  Was it before you were interviewed or after? 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  After.  It had to.  Because they 

 

         2     took me downtown and questioned me about it.  And I went 

 

         3     back and they set a court date for something.  I can't 

 

         4     remember.  I think it's after I was interviewed.  And that 

 

         5     was it. 

 

         6               MS. TANNER:  They did a written statement? 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         8               MS. TANNER:  Tell me the process for the written 

 

         9     statement in the Mary Smith case. 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  They started talking about how it 

 

        11     happened and for me to write down how it happened. 

 

        12               MS. TANNER:  Did you write that one? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  I think I did.  I can't remember. 

 

        14               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  We talked about Mattie Mae 

 

        15     not -- couldn't get -- she couldn't get pregnant.  So -- and 

 

        16     we've shown you your statements. 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        18               MS. TANNER:  So I'll represent to you -- and I'm 

 

        19     sure I can find it in this pile that I've got over -- that 

 

        20     there's a point in the Wilson case where Mattie Mae goes to 

 

        21     talk to Sammy Mitchell.  Do you know anything about that? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh.  Yes. 

 

        23               MS. TANNER:  Tell me about it. 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  That's supposed to be when she went 

 

        25     to try to get him to -- to confess more or less to -- and 
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         1     she had -- she had something recorded. 

 

         2               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  And if in that conversation 

 

         3     Mattie Mae is talking about being pregnant, why would she do 

 

         4     that? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't know.  Heard about that 

 

         6     one. 

 

         7               MS. MATOIAN:  You said -- 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  Have you ever heard of Mattie Mae 

 

         9     having kids? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  She had two because I knew her 

 

        11     after that. 

 

        12               MS. TANNER:  I'm sorry. 

 

        13               MS. MATOIAN:  Did she tell you what happened after 

 

        14     she had her two kids? 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        16               MS. MATOIAN:  But she told you she couldn't get 

 

        17     pregnant anymore? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  She couldn't -- couldn't get 

 

        19     pregnant again. 

 

        20               MS. MATOIAN:  Did you ever try to have kids with 

 

        21     her? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  (Inaudible.) 

 

        23               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  I'm going to show you -- we're 

 

        24     just going to mark this whole packet, but I'm going to show 

 

        25     you a piece of it. 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  That's -- that's two copies of the 

 

         2     same. 

 

         3               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Two copies of the same.  This 

 

         4     is Exhibit -- 

 

         5               MS. MATOIAN:  51. 

 

         6               MS. TANNER:  Thanks for helping me out. 

 

         7                    (Exhibit Number 51 was introduced.) 

 

         8               MS. TANNER:  So this is the transcript, okay?  You 

 

         9     see how it's got the names Davis/Mitchell, Davis/Mitchell? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        11               MS. TANNER:  So right down here -- did I just miss 

 

        12     it?  I literally just had it.  I can't read upside down. 

 

        13     There it is.  See about middle of this page? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        15               MS. TANNER:  Davis. 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        17               MS. TANNER:  "My nerves is bad, Sammy.  I'm 

 

        18     pregnant.  I don't want to have my baby in prison and they 

 

        19     questioned me and everything." 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  Hmm.  I never knew about that. 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  When you were in the room with Mattie 

 

        22     Mae coming up with a story about Arthur Wilson was there a 

 

        23     discussion about a fact of her being pregnant? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        25               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh. 

 

         2               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

         4               MS. TANNER:  We talked a little bit about Mary 

 

         5     Smith or your belief that Mary Smith was an informant. 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         7               MS. TANNER:  Was that only -- what case was that 

 

         8     for that she was an informant? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Deborah Sykes. 

 

        10               MS. TANNER:  Anything else? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh. 

 

        12               MS. TANNER:  Sorry. 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  Well, I guess I'll just -- 

 

        14               MS. TANNER:  Yeah.  You're fine. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  We're not -- we're not -- 

 

        16               MS. TANNER:  No. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did -- did anyone ever tell you that 

 

        18     Mary Smith was an informant? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  Did somebody tell me, no. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  Going back to Exhibit 48, which is 

 

        21     that affidavit -- 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- that you had signed, in the first 

 

        24     paragraphs here, you talk about being arrested -- 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- on the manslaughter charge in 

 

         2     Mary Smith's death and you say Officer Spillman was asking 

 

         3     you questions. 

 

         4               "Then he started asking me a lot of questions 

 

         5     about the murder of Deborah Sykes.  He told me that Mary 

 

         6     Smith was working for the police on that murder 

 

         7     investigation." 

 

         8               Did that happen? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't remember saying that like 

 

        10     that.  It's so long ago because I wrote so many things and I 

 

        11     didn't correct any of those things I wrote. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  I understand it's been a long 

 

        13     time, but do you -- do you acknowledge this affidavit is 

 

        14     something that you wrote and signed at the time? 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  And is it just that you do 

 

        17     not recall right now -- 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- whether anyone told you she was 

 

        20     an informant or you're sure -- 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  I just can't -- 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- that no one -- 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- remember.  I'm not sure.  I just 

 

        24     can't remember. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

 

 

 

  



                                                                       169 

 

 

         1               MS. TANNER:  One of the things you mentioned early 

 

         2     on when we were talking about this was you said that there 

 

         3     was -- after the Mary Smith incident -- 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         5               MS. TANNER:  -- that there was a car that pulled 

 

         6     up to the house. 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         8               MS. TANNER:  Explain more to me about that.  I 

 

         9     don't understand how that went. 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't know who it was because 

 

        11     they came to ask about what had happened to her.  And I 

 

        12     still don't know who it was. 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  Was it police? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        15               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  What did they look like? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  It's one female and a couple guys. 

 

        17     So I don't know if they were related to her or wanted to 

 

        18     know anything because I don't know them. 

 

        19               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Were they like in suits? 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  They just driving like an older 

 

        23     car. 

 

        24               MS. TANNER:  How soon after the incident, so how 

 

        25     soon after the pushing down the stairs did that car pull up 
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         1     and come ask you about it? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  After -- it was after she died. 

 

         3               MS. TANNER:  It was after she died? 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         5               MS. TANNER:  So she died on the 17th and you're 

 

         6     arrested on the 19th -- 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         8               MS. TANNER:  -- is it between those two days? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh.  Right before they came and 

 

        10     got me. 

 

        11               MS. TANNER:  And it was two -- a female and two 

 

        12     males? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  Males, uh-huh. 

 

        14               MS. TANNER:  What did they ask you? 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  They asked me -- they didn't know 

 

        16     who I was, so they asked me did I know anything about what 

 

        17     happened to Mary Smith.  But I didn't get to say anything 

 

        18     because Mattie Mae started to come out talking about, Don't 

 

        19     answer those questions.  And I went back in the house and 

 

        20     they drove off.  I didn't know who they were.  They were at 

 

        21     night when they did it. 

 

        22               MS. TANNER:  Did Mattie Mae say anything else to 

 

        23     those people? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        25               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  When they drove off did she 
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         1     explain -- did Mattie Mae explain to you why she didn't want 

 

         2     you to talk to them? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh. 

 

         4               MS. TANNER:  We were talking about the information 

 

         5     that was available to you in the neighborhood at the time 

 

         6     about Darryl Hunt and Sammy Mitchell.  Tell more about that. 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  About them -- 

 

         8               MS. TANNER:  Uh-huh. 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- in the neighborhood?  I don't 

 

        10     know if they worked.  I didn't normally see them in the 

 

        11     daytime.  I'd only see them in the evenings and night -- 

 

        12               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- in the liquor house.  Other than 

 

        14     that, I don't -- the daytime, I didn't see any of them like 

 

        15     that.  Mostly nights. 

 

        16               MS. TANNER:  Where would you see them at nights? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  At Ezelle.  Over at the club across 

 

        18     from where I stayed at and that was it. 

 

        19               MS. TANNER:  Was the club across from where you 

 

        20     stayed at a drink house? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  No, uh-uh. 

 

        22               MS. TANNER:  It was something different? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  Something different, yeah.  It 

 

        24     wasn't no liquor house.  It was -- 

 

        25               MS. MATOIAN:  A place legally -- 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- actually a club. 

 

         2               MS. MATOIAN:  -- authorized -- 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  It was -- 

 

         4               MS. MATOIAN:  -- to sell alcohol? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  It was legal.  It was legal. 

 

         6     It was legal.  Yeah, it was legal.  They would frequent 

 

         7     there a lot.  But they didn't start no trouble in there at 

 

         8     all.  They didn't -- you could -- you could buy all you want 

 

         9     to drink, but if you got drunk, the bouncer would put you 

 

        10     out the first sight. 

 

        11               MS. MATOIAN:  And who -- 

 

        12               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  So there was like a bouncer -- 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        14               MS. TANNER:  -- and a whole thing? 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        16               MS. MATOIAN:  Who ran that club? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Oh, God.  I can't think his name. 

 

        18     I can't think his name.  He owned the club and a store, too. 

 

        19     Oh, man.  I think he's dead now.  His name was Verde.  The 

 

        20     name of the club was Verde's Grill (phonetic).  It's closed. 

 

        21     I think some people bought it out.  But -- 

 

        22               MS. MATOIAN:  Who were the bouncers, do you 

 

        23     remember? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  It's -- oh, my God. 

 

        25               MS. TANNER:  Mr. -- and I'm sorry.  I've referred 
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         1     to you as Mr. Williams.  Is that how you go or is it 

 

         2     Mr. Drayton? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  No, Williams. 

 

         4               MS. TANNER:  Williams.  Okay. 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

         6               MS. TANNER:  Mr. Williams, I know we have a lot of 

 

         7     -- we have some of the transcripts of some of the trials, so 

 

         8     I'm basing this on a representation of what I've reviewed, 

 

         9     okay?  I'm going to represent to you that there were some 

 

        10     people that alleged they were at the drink house on the 

 

        11     night that Mr. Wilson died. 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  And some of those people indicated 

 

        14     that Sammy Mitchell had an ax stick, and that that ax stick 

 

        15     came from the back yard of the drink house and he had 

 

        16     collected it at some point and just took it around with him 

 

        17     places.  You knew Sammy Mitchell back in the early '80, 

 

        18     right -- 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        20               MS. TANNER:  -- in 1983?  Did Sammy Mitchell carry 

 

        21     around with him an ax stick? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  See if I can answer this.  I'm 

 

        23     going to say no.  But that stick may be the same thing a DA 

 

        24     had took from him in a case and took to his house.  Because 

 

        25     he -- he mentioned a stick that he -- Sammy had a case where 
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         1     he mentioned getting that stick and he still has the stick 

 

         2     representing what Sammy used to be like. 

 

         3               MS. TANNER:  Who has the stick? 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Tisdale. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  How do you know about that? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  It was in an article.  And matter 

 

         7     of fact -- 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  And when you say the "article," what 

 

         9     article are you talking about? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't know if it's -- it's not 

 

        11     the first article that she wrote. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  Oh, you're talking about Phoebe 

 

        13     Zerwick's article? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh.  She did -- did all that. 

 

        15     And he went on and on about how he, you know, hated her -- 

 

        16     hated him and he was glad he got him off the street.  And he 

 

        17     talked about this one time he arrested him and he got this 

 

        18     stick away from him.  But I've never seen him tote a weapon 

 

        19     out there when I was around him. 

 

        20               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  He never toted a weapon at all, not 

 

        22     even a knife.  Nothing. 

 

        23               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  So I'm going to back you up a 

 

        24     little bit because I hear what you're saying about Phoebe 

 

        25     Zerwick. 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  Right. 

 

         2               MS. TANNER:  But I want to go back to the -- the 

 

         3     1980s. 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         5               MS. TANNER:  There are definitely some individuals 

 

         6     that at some point in 1986 are talking about what's 

 

         7     happening in 1983 and they say that Sammy Mitchell had an ax 

 

         8     stick.  Your recollection is that you never saw him with an 

 

         9     ax stick -- 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  I've never seen him with -- no. 

 

        11               MS. TANNER:  -- for any reason? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  I ain't never seen him tote 

 

        15     anything. 

 

        16               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Okay.  Prior to -- we talked 

 

        17     about when you were in jail there was that one article that 

 

        18     you saw there and then when you were in prison you could get 

 

        19     the "Winston-Salem Journal" -- 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  -- in CP.  They probably don't do 

 

        22     that -- they probably -- they won't give you a computer. 

 

        23     Maybe they still get the print paper, I don't know, at CP. 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  We can order them. 

 

        25               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  We did up until the first of the 

 

         2     year.  The first of this year we were getting them.  We 

 

         3     don't get them anymore. 

 

         4               MS. TANNER:  Before you went to jail on Mary 

 

         5     Smith's crime -- 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         7               MS. TANNER:  -- so that was May 19, 1980- -- 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  March. 

 

         9               MS. TANNER:  March 19 -- 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  March 19, 1980- -- 

 

        11               MS. TANNER:  -- 1983 -- 6. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  '86. 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  '86. 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  6. 

 

        15               MS. TANNER:  March -- let me get that right. 

 

        16     March 19, 1986, prior to that, when you were not in prison, 

 

        17     when you were not in jail, what kind of newspapers, 

 

        18     articles, journals did you read? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  I would read -- 

 

        20               MS. TANNER:  If any. 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- a journal, but it was -- it was 

 

        22     a black paper that they had in Winston.  It's a little 

 

        23     journal, I read that. 

 

        24               MS. BOYER:  Can I? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  What's the name of it? 
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         1               MS. BOYER:  Did you get the "Chronicle"? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  The "Chronicle."  I read the 

 

         3     "Chronicle." 

 

         4               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  And then besides the "Chronicle," a 

 

         6     black station, radio station would play back police reports 

 

         7     of crimes and then give us certain -- they'll say this or 

 

         8     that.  Just like one radio station had that the police was 

 

         9     looking for the person who jumped into the back of the car 

 

        10     and he was speeding away after a murder.  And that kid -- 

 

        11     well, that's on another case.  We'll talk about that 

 

        12     tomorrow. 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  That's okay.  So when you were not in 

 

        14     jail or prison but you were at home, you had access to the 

 

        15     "Chronicle"? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        17               MS. TANNER:  And a radio station? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        19               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Any other news sources that 

 

        20     you routinely -- 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  I guess you'd say the everyday 

 

        22     gossip. 

 

        23               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  That's the biggest thing. 

 

        25               MS. TANNER:  That's a good news source sometimes. 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  It's a bad one, too. 

 

         2               MS. MATOIAN:  Did you have TV? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         4               MS. MATOIAN:  Did you watch the news on TV? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't watch TV like that.  I 

 

         6     don't like TV like that.  I hate to say it. 

 

         7               MS. TANNER:  How did you get the "Chronicle"? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  The "Chronicle" was easy.  You 

 

         9     could -- there was a store called Callamast (phonetic) store 

 

        10     which was -- our house is here and on the next street there 

 

        11     was a store right here.  And you can just go there and get 

 

        12     it.  I think it's tore down now.  It was on 17th or 16th 

 

        13     Street. 

 

        14               MS. TANNER:  How much did -- 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  It was there for years. 

 

        16               MS. TANNER:  I'm sorry.  How much did it cost? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't know because when I'd go 

 

        18     in, I'd take Mattie Mae with me, she'd pick it up -- 

 

        19               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- and we'd read it.  So I just 

 

        21     don't really know.  I can't remember. 

 

        22               MS. TANNER:  So you -- it was you and Mattie Mae 

 

        23     would go down to that store and you'd buy the "Chronicle"? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  That's where we shopped.  Yeah, we 

 

        25     shopped there a lot.  It's a little corner store. 
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         1               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  I can't remember the name of it. 

 

         3               MS. TANNER:  What else did you shop for at that 

 

         4     store? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  We'd buy beer and stuff like that. 

 

         6               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  Nothing -- cigarettes. 

 

         8               MS. TANNER:  Similarly to how I just talked you 

 

         9     about the ax handle -- and I'm -- I'm summarizing, okay -- 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        11               MS. TANNER:  -- because we've got some pages and 

 

        12     pages of testimony.  In 1986 when there was a probable cause 

 

        13     hearing, when there was a trial of Sammy Mitchell, there are 

 

        14     some individuals from the drink house that say that 

 

        15     Mr. Wilson and you and Sammy Mitchell and Darryl Hunt were 

 

        16     at the drink house that night.  So I want to understand if 

 

        17     you were at the drink house on September 17, 1983? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  The only way I would know that 

 

        19     man is he walk before me now because I seen his face. 

 

        20     Before then, before I seen this piece in the paper, unless I 

 

        21     got to (inaudible), I would never have known him. 

 

        22               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  So you don't know -- or you -- 

 

        23     you know now, but at the -- 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        25               MS. TANNER:  -- time -- 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

         2               MS. TANNER:  -- you wouldn't have known -- 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

         4               MS. TANNER:  -- who Mr. Wilson was? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

         6               MS. TANNER:  So you wouldn't have recognized him 

 

         7     at the drink house? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh. 

 

         9               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Now I'm going to ask the same 

 

        10     question.  How about you, were you at the drink house that 

 

        11     night? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  How do you know that? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because the way they stated it -- I 

 

        15     can't put a date on this at all.  I wish I could.  I went 

 

        16     back since I've been locked up trying to put a date to this. 

 

        17     I know that something happened on Claremont.  I don't know 

 

        18     if it was this what we're talking about, but I wasn't with 

 

        19     Mattie Mae.  I actually was with Yvette.  And she was going 

 

        20     to visit somebody.  And an ambulance and a bunch of people 

 

        21     was in the street.  And I couldn't place if this what 

 

        22     happened or something else happened there. 

 

        23               In fact, we came off of -- came off of 19th Street 

 

        24     to go that way and it's a lot of blinking lights.  And she 

 

        25     said, Something happened.  We didn't never go further to see 
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         1     what it is, so I don't know if that's what happened.  But I 

 

         2     know good and well I wasn't there and I don't even know him. 

 

         3               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  But would you -- would -- you did 

 

         5     say earlier you would go to that drink house regularly -- 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  Well -- 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- is that -- is that correct? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  Two or three times a week, you 

 

         9     know. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  But -- 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  Could you have been there that night 

 

        13     before any of this popped off? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  I'm going to say I don't know.  I 

 

        15     can't remember if I did.  But I know I wasn't -- wasn't 

 

        16     there with Sammy when something like that happened. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  Were you at the drink house that 

 

        18     night where -- and later you were with Yvette and saw the 

 

        19     ambulance?  That night you saw the ambulance with Yvette 

 

        20     were you at the drink house that night? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  We wasn't -- no.  We was going 

 

        22     someplace.  We weren't going near that.  We had to go past 

 

        23     them to get to where we was going to.  But we didn't never 

 

        24     get all the way up on the ambulance.  It's just like 19th 

 

        25     Street and when you get to Claremont to turn this way, we 
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         1     sitting right here on the corner.  We seen all the lights 

 

         2     and people.  We never went down there 'cause we were going 

 

         3     someplace.  And I can't -- 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you ever go on Claremont Street 

 

         5     that night? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  We didn't go on Claremont -- 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  You can -- 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- we was going someplace else. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  So you stayed straight down 

 

        10     19th Street? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  We just went straight down 

 

        12     19th. 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  And you were with? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yvette. 

 

        15               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Why were you with her instead 

 

        16     of Mattie Mae that night? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  It's complicated. 

 

        18               MS. TANNER:  It sounds like it. 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  Don't make me laugh.  It's hard. 

 

        20     Sometimes you -- put it this way.  I tried to go with two 

 

        21     girls at one time, two females at one time.  Skip one and 

 

        22     run to the other.  And that's how that -- that's how -- 

 

        23     really how that relationship was with all three of us.  If 

 

        24     one get mad, you know, you just go on to the next one. 

 

        25               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  And so... 

 

         2               MS. TANNER:  During this time period in -- and let 

 

         3     me check with you.  When were you trying to be with Mattie 

 

         4     Mae and -- is it Yvette? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yvette. 

 

         6               MS. TANNER:  Yvette.  Okay.  When was that 

 

         7     happening?  Was that in 1983, 1985, 1986?  I'm trying to 

 

         8     understand the timeline. 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  I was with Yvette before I ever met 

 

        10     Mattie Mae.  And it somewhat grew crazy.  It just that I'm 

 

        11     with one today and that -- I might be with her for a week 

 

        12     and she'd get mad or something and the other one show up. 

 

        13     But that's the way it went.  They know each other.  And 

 

        14     Yvette hated her. 

 

        15               MS. TANNER:  Hated Mattie Mae? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  She hated her. 

 

        17               MS. MATOIAN:  I'm sure. 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  Now she had got pregnant. 

 

        19     Yvette got pregnant and had a little baby boy.  And the 

 

        20     argument was it mine.  And I -- you know, I went to the 

 

        21     hospital and stuff and seen him a lot.  And I had done moved 

 

        22     in with Mattie Mae.  It just happens so one night she brings 

 

        23     the baby and leaves it with me so she can get a -- get a 

 

        24     break.  And that didn't really set well.  I got somebody 

 

        25     else's baby in the house and mine.  She didn't like that. 
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         1     That was somewhat -- that was -- 

 

         2               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  So I'm going to go back to 

 

         3     your arson charge and you're in -- or you're in prison for 

 

         4     the house burning -- 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         6               MS. TANNER:  -- incident. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  I have one question -- 

 

         8               MS. TANNER:  Yes.  Please (inaudible), yeah. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- about Yvette, while you're 

 

        10     talking about Yvette.  Did you ever tell her that you killed 

 

        11     somebody in South Carolina? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  No.  South Carolina.  I ain't 

 

        13     never killed nobody, period, until this thing -- 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- happened with her. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  Separate from whether you actually 

 

        17     did that, did you ever tell her you did that? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  Uh-uh.  I didn't play like -- 

 

        19     because when I was there I had to stay straight.  I kinda 

 

        20     had a strict family.  We didn't -- I didn't get to do that 

 

        21     running around and violence and stuff.  I really never got 

 

        22     violent until I moved.  You know, that's when I first got 

 

        23     violent.  Other than that, no. 

 

        24               Yvette was all right.  She was -- actually, she 

 

        25     was kind.  She understood a little better, but we just -- we 
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         1     just didn't see eye to eye on a lot of stuff. 

 

         2               MS. TANNER:  When you were in prison for the arson 

 

         3     charge, did you start your relationship with Yvette before 

 

         4     or after that? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Before. 

 

         6               MS. TANNER:  Before? 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         8               MS. TANNER:  How about with Mattie Mae? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Mattie Mae started before I went. 

 

        10     In fact, Yvette had a house on 18th.  And she got pregnant, 

 

        11     she went to the hospital.  That's when I met Mattie Mae and 

 

        12     that's when that started off right then. 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  And that was before you went to 

 

        14     prison -- 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        16               MS. TANNER:  -- for the arson? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Before. 

 

        18               MS. TANNER:  And when you came out of prison for 

 

        19     the arson, were you dating both of them at the same time as 

 

        20     we've described? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        22               MS. TANNER:  Tell me about that. 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I came out, I went to see 

 

        24     Mattie Mae.  And I had been out a couple of days and I told 

 

        25     my friend I was going to go see her.  But when I went to go 
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         1     see her, her mom told me where she was at.  So when I went 

 

         2     to see where she was at, she was with Sammy brother.  So all 

 

         3     -- that's when all stink broke loose.  He didn't like me and 

 

         4     I didn't like him.  We didn't fight or anything.  I just -- 

 

         5     I just told her to get her stuff and let's go. 

 

         6               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  And that was it. 

 

         8               MS. TANNER:  And you didn't have a relationship 

 

         9     with Yvette after that? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I seen her -- 

 

        11               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- a lot.  In fact, I seen her the 

 

        13     night before I went and got locked up for all this.  Because 

 

        14     she came to the house on 19th Street and -- I want to say -- 

 

        15     man, she just -- she just came in and said, I need to talk 

 

        16     to you, and we left.  And she told me that I was going to 

 

        17     prison for the rest of my life if I stayed with Mattie Mae. 

 

        18     And guess what?  I went. 

 

        19               MS. TANNER:  Why did she say that to you? 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't know. 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  She just said, I hate to say it, 

 

        23     you're going to go to jail for the rest of your life if you 

 

        24     don't get away from that woman.  And I did. 

 

        25               MS. MATOIAN:  And just to be clear.  What they 
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         1     were just talking about where you were saying you were not 

 

         2     at the drink house that night, you're basing that on that 

 

         3     being the same night that you saw those ambulances when you 

 

         4     were on that corner with Yvette? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  On the scene, I don't know if 

 

         6     that was the night when I seen the ambulance that happened. 

 

         7               MS. MATOIAN:  But you're saying that that night 

 

         8     when you saw those ambulances, you had not been to the drink 

 

         9     house that night? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh. 

 

        11               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  No, I had never been to the drink 

 

        13     house that night. 

 

        14               MS. TANNER:  You said to us that Darryl and Sammy 

 

        15     would get wild.  What would they do? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  Act more like kids doing stupid 

 

        17     stuff. 

 

        18               MS. TANNER:  Like what? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  Grabbing women, getting mad with 

 

        20     them and knock their drinks out their hand.  Just obnoxious 

 

        21     stuff to piss them off, that's all. 

 

        22               MS. TANNER:  Did Darryl and Sammy ever steal money 

 

        23     from people? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  I've never seen them steal money, 

 

        25     so I can't answer that. 
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         1               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  How did you become aware of 

 

         2     the possibility that you could assist police with the drug 

 

         3     issue?  You talked about that -- that person you knew.  The 

 

         4     reason you helped the police out -- 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  That was in another -- 

 

         6               MS. TANNER:  -- as an informant with drugs -- 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  That was another -- that was 

 

         8     another county -- 

 

         9               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- years before that. 

 

        11               MS. TANNER:  It was years -- so you never -- so 

 

        12     you never -- 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I -- 

 

        14               MS. TANNER:  -- did that -- 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        16               MS. TANNER:  -- in Winston-Salem with that? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        18               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  So in that other county though 

 

        19     with the drugs where you helped police, how did you become 

 

        20     aware that you could do that? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  I had knowed -- I knew one guy 

 

        22     worked at the police department and he'd -- we'd be together 

 

        23     and he'd just tell me, he said, Man, you -- he said, You see 

 

        24     anything go down with drugs and kids, let me know.  There's 

 

        25     just this one kid, he just do stupid stuff. 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  When you say you knew someone who 

 

         2     worked at the police department, are you talking about you 

 

         3     knew a cop or are you talking about you knew somebody who 

 

         4     was working with them as an informant? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  No, no, no.  I knew a cop worked 

 

         6     there, that's all. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I ain't know nobody know that. 

 

         9               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  When was the first time you 

 

        10     heard about Arthur Wilson's death? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Let's see how I say this.  This was 

 

        12     after I came back from prison.  I heard everybody talking 

 

        13     about it.  Before I went -- I -- I never heard of it before 

 

        14     I went to prison.  That's what's so strange -- 

 

        15               MS. TANNER:  Before you went -- 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- they would talk about it -- 

 

        17               MS. TANNER:  -- to prison for the arson charge? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  I never heard about it. 

 

        19               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  After you came back, you heard 

 

        20     people -- 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        22               MS. TANNER:  -- talking about it? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        24               MS. TANNER:  What facts did you learn after you 

 

        25     came back from prison from the arson charge about the Arthur 
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         1     death? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  The only thing I know, he was just 

 

         3     killed on Claremont and that was it. 

 

         4               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  I was seeing what people -- gossip 

 

         6     people talk about. 

 

         7               MS. TANNER:  You made a comment -- and I'm 

 

         8     paraphrasing because I don't have a court reporter to read 

 

         9     it back to me -- but when Brian was talking to you about the 

 

        10     statements that you made to police about Arthur Wilson, you 

 

        11     said you made a lot of statements and the statements started 

 

        12     to fit.  What did you mean by that? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  Just like I'm talking to them and 

 

        14     it didn't sound right and we'll go start over again until it 

 

        15     seemed like this part actually fits this part over here and 

 

        16     we kept going. 

 

        17               MS. TANNER:  How did you know it didn't sound 

 

        18     right? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  'Cause they'd keep saying, No, it 

 

        20     couldn't happen that way. 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  Who said that? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  The police.  So we just kept -- 

 

        23     'cause we stayed -- talk sometime hours, you know. 

 

        24               MS. TANNER:  When you talked to them about the 

 

        25     Mary Smith case -- 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  I'm -- I'm sorry, Beth. 

 

         2               MS. TANNER:  Go ahead. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  I have one follow-up on that. 

 

         4               During those conversations, if you would say 

 

         5     something and the detective would say, no, it couldn't have 

 

         6     happened that way -- 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- what would you say next?  What's 

 

         9     your response to that? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  He would say, well, why -- so and 

 

        11     so say this, so why you change it, you know what I mean? 

 

        12     He'd give some like -- a hint of something and I'd just go 

 

        13     from what he'd give me and put it into the story. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  So you would say something different 

 

        15     then based on what he said? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        18               MS. TANNER:  I want to compare that -- your 

 

        19     experience in providing statements to police in Arthur 

 

        20     Wilson to your experience in Mary Smith. 

 

        21               In Mary Smith, did it ever happen that police said 

 

        22     to you, nope, like what you just described, that isn't quite 

 

        23     right? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  Because when I talked to them 

 

        25     -- the second time I talked to them, I said, Look, the 
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         1     bottom line is, yeah, I pushed her.  I didn't throw her down 

 

         2     those steps. 

 

         3               And actually, the first time, you gotta remember, 

 

         4     they didn't charge me with it.  They throwed the charge out. 

 

         5     The charge didn't come again until after I was convicted of 

 

         6     the last murder.  That's when the charges came back because 

 

         7     they had threw them out. 

 

         8               And the lawyer had came and told me, said, Well, 

 

         9     they're going to stay out.  But then as soon as it was over 

 

        10     with, I was getting ready to go to Raleigh, they come back. 

 

        11     He said, No, they decided they want to go ahead and charge 

 

        12     you with this so they can take care of it. 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  When you came out of prison 

 

        14     for the arson crime and started hearing about Arthur 

 

        15     Wilson's death, what did people call him when they would 

 

        16     talk to you about his death? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  They -- they just call him Art. 

 

        18     Most people just called him Art. 

 

        19               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  We talked about you having a 

 

        20     meeting with Mattie Mae Davis in a room. 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        22               MS. TANNER:  Whose idea was that meeting? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  The police because they said I had 

 

        24     to make sure -- they wanted the stories collaborate.  They 

 

        25     said, Well, you -- you better get with your girlfriend and 
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         1     make sure you all sort of collaborate because right not it 

 

         2     just don't sound right. 

 

         3               And we talked.  I think we talked for a little 

 

         4     while.  It was over an hour in there. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you recall who said that to you? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  It's just one detective that 

 

         7     he was just -- 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  Was it a female or a male? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Male. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  What race was he? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  White. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  It was a white male detective that 

 

        13     told you to get in there and -- 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  The female, she -- after the state 

 

        17     -- after my statement and they started on processing it to 

 

        18     do the charges, she became distant.  Like she didn't want 

 

        19     anything to do with it.  She became real distant.  You know, 

 

        20     she wasn't just like we are now, just everybody here trying 

 

        21     to do it at one time.  She wasn't like that.  At first she 

 

        22     was, and then she just started to seem to get into 

 

        23     withdrawal mode from it; didn't want to talk about it.  You 

 

        24     know, she didn't show up, started not seeing her at all. 

 

        25     And that was strange. 
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         1               MS. TANNER:  Before today when we've talked, have 

 

         2     you ever told anyone else about being told to go in a room 

 

         3     with Mattie Mae Davis and get your stories straight? 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I told -- the only people I 

 

         5     told is y'all because I wrote it in my questionnaire and 

 

         6     that was it. 

 

         7               MS. TANNER:  Why didn't you tell anybody else 

 

         8     before? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Nobody wouldn't believe me. 

 

        10               MS. TANNER:  How about your lawyers? 

 

        11               MS. MATOIAN:  No.  They wouldn't believe nothing. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  What did you think about that at 

 

        13     that time? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  What? 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  About being told to go in a room 

 

        16     with Mattie Mae. 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Just -- I just went.  I didn't try 

 

        18     to cipher anything. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  I mean did you have any thoughts 

 

        20     about that? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        22               MS. TANNER:  You made -- this is another comment. 

 

        23     And again, I'm just probably summarizing it.  I should have 

 

        24     probably stopped at the time and asked.  But I think you 

 

        25     said to Brian that you felt bad because you had made 
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         1     95 percent of this whole story up about Arthur Wilson.  What 

 

         2     5 percent of it was true? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  Just him getting killed and -- or 

 

         4     the car and thing, you know. 

 

         5               MS. TANNER:  That what now? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  The car. 

 

         7               MS. TANNER:  The car thing? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         9               MS. TANNER:  How did you know about the car thing? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  I was asked about that when I was 

 

        11     -- when I was being questioned, which way we ran and stuff 

 

        12     like that, so I answered it. 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  As to the attorneys you had, 

 

        14     the first two attorneys, the African-American gentlemen -- 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        16               MS. TANNER:  -- if they put in a pleading that you 

 

        17     didn't want them to be their attorneys, would that be 

 

        18     incorrect -- or to be your attorneys, would that be 

 

        19     incorrect? 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  They really was ready to get 

 

        21     off the case after I implicated myself in the second murder. 

 

        22     That's when they wanted to get off. 

 

        23               MS. TANNER:  And if one of those attorneys has a 

 

        24     recollection that at a hearing about their motion to 

 

        25     withdraw the judge questioned you about why you would not 
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         1     want two African-American lawyers, would you dispute that 

 

         2     recollection? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  If he used race I would. 

 

         4               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  So you do not recall having an 

 

         5     issue with those two attorneys because they were black? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  It just -- I had an issue with 

 

         7     what they're trying to do.  They're trying to plead me out 

 

         8     quickly.  They wanted to go really quickly and plead me on 

 

         9     out.  Before everybody else got tried, I could have pleaded 

 

        10     on out. 

 

        11               MS. TANNER:  Do you recall having a concern that 

 

        12     the black community would put some kind of pressure on these 

 

        13     two black attorneys and so you wanted white attorneys? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  The one thing that did 

 

        15     happen -- and I don't know what happened to it -- I did get 

 

        16     a letter in jail, no name, and it was some mess written in 

 

        17     it.  I told my attorneys and then it never showed back up. 

 

        18               MS. TANNER:  What letter? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  It was a letter written from 

 

        20     somebody and it was about the case. 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  About what case? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  Wilson's case. 

 

        23               MS. TANNER:  What did it say? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  It was talking about they didn't 

 

        25     believe we did it.  And I turned it over to my attorneys, 
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         1     but it never showed back up.  I didn't keep it.  I went to 

 

         2     them with it.  And they said, Well, just give it to us.  And 

 

         3     I gave it to them and I never seen it again. 

 

         4               MS. TANNER:  Were there any threats in that 

 

         5     letter? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

         7               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  Which attorneys did you have at that 

 

         9     time? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  The last two.  And right after I 

 

        11     changed attorneys, I got that letter. 

 

        12               MS. TANNER:  The white attorneys? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        14               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  You wrote a letter to the -- 

 

        15     to DOJ.  How did you know to do that? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  I was -- being in here, you know, a 

 

        17     lot of guys that's doing what you call illegal law work -- 

 

        18     that's what they call it in here because you get -- you can 

 

        19     get fined for it and go to jail up in here for it -- told 

 

        20     me, said, The best way to handle it, just recant.  But you 

 

        21     need to write somebody who will listen.  They said, Don't 

 

        22     write it to the State because they're not going to listen. 

 

        23     And I did.  And I don't know where it went to. 

 

        24               MS. TANNER:  So you wrote -- you understood you 

 

        25     needed to write it to the U.S., the big U.S. DOJ, not the 
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         1     State DOJ? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         3               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  And with that letter, you put 

 

         4     in a 15-page affidavit? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  No, not with that one.  I don't 

 

         6     know where the other affidavits went to. 

 

         7               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  It was actually typed, too. 

 

         9               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  So there was a letter to the 

 

        10     U.S. DOJ? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        12               MS. TANNER:  There was a 15-page affidavit and 

 

        13     then there was -- 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        15               MS. TANNER:  -- an affidavit we've already shown 

 

        16     you today? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh.  The one you got.  So I 

 

        18     don't know what happened to -- to the affidavits and the 

 

        19     other letter to the Justice Department.  There was a mention 

 

        20     by Phoebe in her report when she did it, but that was it. 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  Sure.  So other than that letter to 

 

        22     the Justice Department, that 15-page affidavit, the 

 

        23     affidavit we've already shown you and any other documents 

 

        24     that we've shown you in here, did you write any letters or 

 

        25     affidavits or other statements that recanted what you had 
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         1     said? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  Except for the people I told. 

 

         3               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you recall ever writing any 

 

         5     letters to Darryl Hunt's supporters? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you know Darryl Hunt had 

 

         8     community groups that were out there supporting him? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you ever speak with those 

 

        11     groups? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you ever -- did you know of a 

 

        14     Reverend Mendez? 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you ever contact him? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Now, I think I did.  I don't know. 

 

        18     I thought I had wrote him a letter, but I don't know if I 

 

        19     did or not. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  So you just said you didn't 

 

        21     write any letters. 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  I'm saying I -- 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  And now you say you think you did 

 

        24     write a letter. 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  When you said that name, I 
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         1     think I may have written him a letter, but I don't know if I 

 

         2     did or not. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because I had his name and a bunch 

 

         5     of other people names, and I don't know if -- how many 

 

         6     people I could have written because I don't remember writing 

 

         7     no letters to anybody. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you know someone named Khalid 

 

         9     Griggs?  Imam, Imam Khalid Griggs. 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  He's an Imam Khalid in 

 

        11     Winston.  I know of him, but I don't know him. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you ever reach out to him? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you ever write him a letter? 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        16               MS. TANNER:  Why are you shaking your head about 

 

        17     that, that you would have never written him a letter? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because he is a Muslim. 

 

        19               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  So you would not have written a 

 

        22     Muslim? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  (No verbal response.) 

 

        24               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  And -- and why is that?  Just 

 

        25     help us understand. 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  It's not being afraid of him.  Our 

 

         2     belief is different.  And some -- and Islam is radical at 

 

         3     some point and becomes radical.  And I try to stay away from 

 

         4     that as much as possible. 

 

         5               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you feel that way in 1986? 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  What, with dealing with Muslims? 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  Yeah. 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Well, I was -- when I was on state, 

 

        10     I dealt with some and they just didn't -- I try to stay away 

 

        11     from them. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  Just to be clear, when I'm asking 

 

        13     about letters now, I'm talking about back then around the 

 

        14     time this was happening. 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Did you feel that way then, 

 

        17     that you would never write a letter to a Muslim -- 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- back in the '80s?  Okay. 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  I still feel the same way. 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  I had a question there and now 

 

        22     I lost it.  But you said that Sammy Mitchell became 

 

        23     institutionalized.  What does that mean? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  Oh, I hate saying it like this.  I 

 

        25     thought about it last night, this question never came up.  A 
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         1     lot of guys come in and they lose themself in the system. 

 

         2     And certain things you'll get into that's not your 

 

         3     lifestyle, but if you get caught into it, it's like a web, 

 

         4     you can't get out. 

 

         5               Well, when I seen Sammy, he was all right.  Two 

 

         6     years later, he was at another camp.  And somebody came from 

 

         7     there and said, Well, Sammy is no longer Sammy. 

 

         8               I said, What's wrong with him?  Because he had 

 

         9     became a homosexual.  And that changes his whole -- 

 

        10     everything went out the window.  He didn't never recover 

 

        11     from that.  I mean he was in his withdrawal. 

 

        12               A lot of people from Winston had come from other 

 

        13     camps here and I had seen them.  They talk about, Listen, 

 

        14     man, he's out of control. 

 

        15               I say, What? 

 

        16               They say, He's out of control. 

 

        17               When I was at Brown Creek -- 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  Out of control how? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  When you get in -- that lifestyle 

 

        20     is -- is crap.  People get in a lifestyle and they stay in 

 

        21     it. 

 

        22               MS. TANNER:  You mean -- I'm sorry.  I just want 

 

        23     to be clear.  You mean homosexual lifestyle? 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        25               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  So I mean -- 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  In here. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- when someone said "He's out of 

 

         4     control," what did that mean? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Well, you got guys that I guess you 

 

         6     call them have harem of whatever you wants to call them in 

 

         7     here and they mess with a bunch of people.  And they get so 

 

         8     comfortable with that.  If you're their brother -- you're 

 

         9     not a brother to them no more.  They're gone this way and 

 

        10     they just blocked everything else out.  So once you become 

 

        11     comfortable in that environment, anything else around you, 

 

        12     you don't care about.  You just let it go. 

 

        13               At first he wanted to get out and he started just 

 

        14     being a homosexual.  That was it.  His mind was just gone. 

 

        15     He didn't care about nothing else. 

 

        16               A lot of guys from Winston that had been down 

 

        17     before I fell knew him when he was still a baby, was on the 

 

        18     camp when they tried to get him to quit that.  And his mind 

 

        19     was that, it's okay, I'm all right.  He didn't care about 

 

        20     getting out, you know, so... 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  He didn't care about getting out of 

 

        22     prison because of that?  Okay. 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  He done -- he done give up. 

 

        24               MS. TANNER:  You said you knew you were called to 

 

        25     trial for Darryl Hunt.  Was that his -- do you know which 
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         1     trial that was? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  The second one. 

 

         3               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  And you recall being called by 

 

         4     the State? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  State. 

 

         6               MS. TANNER:  How do you know that you were called 

 

         7     by the State? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  Some -- two people from the DA's 

 

         9     office was there. 

 

        10               MS. TANNER:  Two people from the DA's office were 

 

        11     where? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  Came to the jail to see me. 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  Came to the jail to see you -- 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        15               MS. TANNER:  -- when? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  The same day I got there they were 

 

        17     notified the day of the trial.  They took me in a room and 

 

        18     talked to me, said, We're getting ready to go in.  And I got 

 

        19     on -- they put me on the stand. 

 

        20               MS. TANNER:  Tell me about the conversation that 

 

        21     happened there. 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  They just basically said we just 

 

        23     brought you here to testify to what's happening in the case 

 

        24     and that was it. 

 

        25               MS. TANNER:  At that -- 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  And -- 

 

         2               MS. TANNER:  I'm sorry.  Go ahead. 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  And that's all he talked about and 

 

         4     went on. 

 

         5               MS. TANNER:  At that meeting, did you ever say to 

 

         6     those two DAs or lawyers, hey, this didn't happen? 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh. 

 

         8               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  Why not? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  It's been many time I wanted to, 

 

        11     but I couldn't even find to do it.  There's a lot of time I 

 

        12     wanted to just say, no, this is not going to work. 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  I know that you -- I know that the 

 

        14     prison has a lot of rules about documentation and how much 

 

        15     documents you can have and the bags they can be kept in and 

 

        16     all kinds of things. 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        18               MS. TANNER:  How -- do you have any documentation 

 

        19     from this case that you haven't already sent to us? 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  I sent you everything I had. 

 

        23               MS. TANNER:  Do you know anybody, like a friend, a 

 

        24     family member, that has documentation like that you -- when 

 

        25     the prison says, listen, you -- you've got too much in your 
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         1     cell, you've got to mail that back, do you have anybody like 

 

         2     that that has documentation that holds it for you? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh. 

 

         4               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Tell me about talking to 

 

         5     Phoebe Zerwick.  Did she approach you or did you know about 

 

         6     her? 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I didn't know about her. 

 

         8               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  I was at Brown Creek and they told 

 

        10     me I was going to have a visitor and they didn't say who. 

 

        11     Well, the day before, they called me in and explained to me, 

 

        12     Look, it's a reporter.  She wants to talk to you about your 

 

        13     murder cases. 

 

        14               And when she came in, she started talking about 

 

        15     that, asking me questions about it, you know.  She went 

 

        16     through everything.  And I told her what happened and 

 

        17     everything, what I had did.  And she left and she came back. 

 

        18     And that was strange, she came back a second day.  She said, 

 

        19     We talk some more.  She's doing like what y'all did.  She's 

 

        20     coming -- she came back the next time to talk about 

 

        21     Ms. Bryson. 

 

        22               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  We did that and she wrote 

 

        24     everything down.  And she came back the last time is when 

 

        25     she started telling me, You know, I know who -- who did -- 
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         1     who killed Ms. Bryson.  It wasn't you. 

 

         2               MS. TANNER:  Did she tell you who that was? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

         4               MS. TANNER:  Who? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Carmichael.  Yeah. 

 

         6               MS. TANNER:  Did she give you any other names 

 

         7     involved in that? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I accidently -- I did meet 

 

         9     Carmichael. 

 

        10               MS. TANNER:  You did.  Okay. 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you know him before you talked 

 

        13     to Zerwick? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I (inaudible) -- 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  When is the first time you heard his 

 

        16     name? 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  It was like 18 -- maybe 18 to 

 

        18     20 months after I was at CP.  He had got arrested.  He 

 

        19     turned hisself or something. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  I don't -- 

 

        21               MS. MATOIAN:  Let's save that for tomorrow. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  Yeah.  I don't want to get too 

 

        23     much -- but you knew about him before you talked to 

 

        24     Ms. Zerwick? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  I never talked to him though. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

         4               MS. TANNER:  When Ms. Zerwick came to visit you 

 

         5     those times, did you ever give her any documentation? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  She just asked a lot of 

 

         7     questions. 

 

         8               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        10               MS. TANNER:  Did she ever bring any documentation 

 

        11     with her? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  Well, she brought things that 

 

        13     she had already knew, you know, and she could go back to 

 

        14     them as a reference.  And she brought a cameraman with her 

 

        15     and that was it. 

 

        16               MS. TANNER:  Did she have that 15-page affidavit 

 

        17     we're talking about? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        19               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Did she bring with her that 

 

        20     letter to DOJ that we're talking about? 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  She put in her -- into her 

 

        22     story, but that was it. 

 

        23               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  You said that she sent you 

 

        24     this story. 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 
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         1               MS. TANNER:  Can you explain that to me? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  Well, once -- 

 

         3               MS. TANNER:  Did she send it like after it was 

 

         4     published? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  Once -- once she -- once she 

 

         6     had done everything, they published it, she sent me a copy 

 

         7     of what was published. 

 

         8               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Both copies. 

 

        10               MS. TANNER:  Was there anything in that that was 

 

        11     new that you didn't know before? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  Everything.  I didn't know about 

 

        13     his head, the injury in his head.  But I never knew about 

 

        14     the autopsy report until it was in that, that he didn't have 

 

        15     no bruises or scratches on his body. 

 

        16               MS. TANNER:  You never knew about Mr. Wilson's 

 

        17     autopsy report you mean? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh.  Didn't never know about it 

 

        19     until then and she put everything in it. 

 

        20               MS. TANNER:  When you were at the -- only one 

 

        21     trial, did you just go in for your testimony and then leave 

 

        22     or did you get to stay for any of it? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  Left. 

 

        24               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  Straight back to jail. 
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         1               MS. TANNER:  When you talked to Sammy Mitchell 

 

         2     about this case, did you guys talk about the evidence that 

 

         3     was presented at trial? 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I don't even think he know 

 

         5     much because he was just -- he seemed to be out of it 

 

         6     because he -- it didn't matter to him, you know.  We talked 

 

         7     on it briefly and we went to other things.  He started 

 

         8     talking about everything else.  You know, like that was just 

 

         9     okay, it's over, just move on, you know. 

 

        10               MS. TANNER:  So, Mr. Williams, the first report we 

 

        11     have in the police file about you talking to police in the 

 

        12     Arthur Wilson case is an indication that somebody at the 

 

        13     jail contacted the police department and said he wants to 

 

        14     talk to you about a man being stomped to death.  I'm 

 

        15     paraphrasing and I'm sure we can find -- 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        17               MS. TANNER:  -- the actual document.  What is the 

 

        18     first time that you talked to police about the Arthur Wilson 

 

        19     case? 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  God, I can't remember the dates and 

 

        21     stuff like that. 

 

        22               MS. TANNER:  Not a date.  Tell me the 

 

        23     circumstances of that conversation.  Where were you, if you 

 

        24     remember the -- 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  Well, they came and picked me up. 

 

 

 

 

  



                                                                       211 

 

 

         1     They came and got me from jail in their car.  And, like I 

 

         2     said, they stopped to get something to eat.  And that's when 

 

         3     that whole conversation started up. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  Why did they come to get you? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because somebody told them I wanted 

 

         6     to see them.  That's why they came and got me. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  So you do -- you do remember then 

 

         8     you reached out -- 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- first?  Okay. 

 

        11               So that report then -- that sounds accurate to 

 

        12     you -- 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- that you would have told someone 

 

        15     at the jail to -- okay. 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        17               MS. TANNER:  How did you know to tell somebody at 

 

        18     the jail I need to talk to the detectives? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because they always -- they said 

 

        20     anytime you need to tell one of the jailers, they know to 

 

        21     contact just us and nobody else. 

 

        22               MS. TANNER:  Say -- I'm sorry.  Say that again. 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  He said that if I wanted to see one 

 

        24     of them, just tell the jailer and they'll call just them and 

 

        25     no one else. 

 

 

 

 

  



                                                                       212 

 

 

         1               MS. TANNER:  Who said that to you? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  The leading man.  I can't think of 

 

         3     his name.  He was small.  He wasn't -- he was the smallest 

 

         4     one of the bunch. 

 

         5               MS. TANNER:  The leading man in what? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  Weave -- in investigation.  Weavil. 

 

         7     Weavil. 

 

         8               MS. TANNER:  Weavil? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh.  Yeah. 

 

        10               MS. TANNER:  And when did he tell you that? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  When I went -- I was in jail before 

 

        12     that happened before I let them -- he said, Now, if you can 

 

        13     remember anything to help yourself, well, just give us a 

 

        14     call.  And so I did that.  And he said they would call him 

 

        15     and ask him to come.  Nobody else would come get me, just 

 

        16     those two. 

 

        17               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  When you were in jail on what 

 

        18     charge did you hear that? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  On Ms. -- what's her name, Mary 

 

        20     Smith case. 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  On Ms. Smith's case? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        23               MS. TANNER:  Mr. Weavil said if you ever need to 

 

        24     tell us about anything, I'm here for anything that you -- 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  Just call -- just call him. 
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         1               MS. TANNER:  Call -- tell the jailer? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  And -- 

 

         3               MS. TANNER:  And the jailer knows to call him? 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Just call him.  Nobody else -- 

 

         5     that's the only person they called. 

 

         6               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  Just him.  He -- always call him. 

 

         8               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  He would always show up. 

 

        10               MS. TANNER:  Before you reached out to the jailer 

 

        11     to reach out to the cops, did you talk to anybody about that 

 

        12     plan? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        14               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        16               MS. TANNER:  When you reached out to that jailer 

 

        17     to say contact the cops, was it -- was it your plan to talk 

 

        18     about the Arthur Wilson case? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  I kinda have to say so 

 

        20     because that's when I started talking about it. 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  I don't know.  I'm just 

 

        22     asking. 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        24               MS. TANNER:  So it was your plan to talk -- I just 

 

        25     want to make sure I'm understanding that correctly. 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes, ma'am. 

 

         2               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Had you thought at all about 

 

         3     what you were going to say? 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Some of it.  No more than what I 

 

         5     had learned from being around in the streets about it.  That 

 

         6     was it. 

 

         7               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  So what was it that you 

 

         8     thought you were going to say? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  At first I had just implicated 

 

        10     Darryl and Sammy.  But then that -- they said that wasn't 

 

        11     going to fly; it just didn't sound right.  And then when I 

 

        12     implicated myself, they felt that was the correct thing. 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  So they started from there. 

 

        15               MS. TANNER:  I'm sorry.  I'm going to look back -- 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  Here. 

 

        17               MS. TANNER:  -- at these exhibits really quick. 

 

        18               So I think -- you know, it's kind of happened a 

 

        19     little bit that we've talked about these various statements 

 

        20     in -- those are the maps -- 44 and this is Exhibit 45. 

 

        21     These are police -- these are like police reports.  And then 

 

        22     we went to your -- your letter.  And when we were talking 

 

        23     about these, the same thing was happening as we were talking 

 

        24     about Mary Smith, at least that was my perception.  But 

 

        25     there were some things in here that you were like no.  And 
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         1     so what I'm trying to understand -- and I'm going to give 

 

         2     you these back, 44 and 45.  And I'm specifically interested 

 

         3     in what you've told -- so these reports, the way they work 

 

         4     is -- 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  Let's do them one at a time. 

 

         6               MS. TANNER:  Yeah.  Let's do the 44 first.  The 

 

         7     specific ones, the way they work is there's multiple reports 

 

         8     I have in here, so I'm going to let Brian help me.  But I 

 

         9     want to understand if the statements that are being reported 

 

        10     here -- let's be careful with this.  I understand that you 

 

        11     have said to us that this is not what happened -- 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  -- that this did not happen. 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        15               MS. TANNER:  What I'm interested in, is there 

 

        16     anything in this document that you did not tell police? 

 

        17     Does that make sense? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes, ma'am. 

 

        19               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  So let's -- 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  So here's our highlighter again. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- let's start at this black mark 

 

        23     and -- and there's another black mark on the next page 

 

        24     there. 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  Okay. 

 

 

 

 

  



                                                                       216 

 

 

         1                              (Pause.) 

 

         2               (Inaudible conversation held off the record.) 

 

         3               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  We're going to do this the 

 

         4     same, okay? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         6               MS. TANNER:  So these highlights on Exhibit 44, 

 

         7     what they mean is you do not believe you told the police 

 

         8     this? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  I know I didn't tell them that. 

 

        10               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  So you do not believe you told 

 

        11     the police that Sammy Mitchell had gotten the ax handle from 

 

        12     Tommy Thompson -- Thomas Thompson to keep for him? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh. 

 

        14               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  What -- tell me again, when 

 

        15     did the ax handle happen, like when did that come up? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  That came up after I was arrested. 

 

        17     The thing that they didn't put in the report that -- they 

 

        18     said that she had -- that I had the ax handle and I had been 

 

        19     locked up in prison.  She had to move five times so she 

 

        20     could have the ax handle.  I told them that.  They be, Oh, 

 

        21     well, don't worry about it.  Yeah, think about it.  She 

 

        22     moved five times from the time I left her and from the time 

 

        23     I got back out.  Five, she moved five times. 

 

        24               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  I'm sorry.  Let me just make 

 

        25     sure I'm clear.  So Mattie Mae Davis had moved five times -- 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         2               MS. TANNER:  -- from the time you went to 

 

         3     jail/prison for the arson -- 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         5               MS. TANNER:  -- until the time you came back? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         7               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  And so in your mind, why would 

 

         8     she still have it if she had moved five times? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  She didn't have it. 

 

        10               MS. TANNER:  Where did it come from? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  The house we moved in it was there. 

 

        12               MS. TANNER:  It was -- 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  It was -- 

 

        14               MS. TANNER:  -- already there? 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- already there, yeah. 

 

        16               MS. TANNER:  And the house you moved in was 

 

        17     previously occupied by? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  Somebody and her brother. 

 

        19               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  But the ax handle was there. 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  Did you at any point talk to police 

 

        22     about an ax handle? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  I introduced that as being a 

 

        24     weapon. 

 

        25               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  And after that, my lawyer, they 

 

         2     said they were going to get the weapon matched up with 

 

         3     autopsy to see if that could have been the weapon, but they 

 

         4     never did. 

 

         5               MS. TANNER:  Matched up with the what? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  The autopsy report that that'd be 

 

         7     the weapon. 

 

         8               MS. BOYER:  Autopsy. 

 

         9               MS. TANNER:  Autopsy. 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        11               MS. TANNER:  Got it. 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  And they never did. 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  Your understanding was that the 

 

        14     police never did that? 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  My lawyers didn't either because 

 

        16     they were going to do it, too.  They never did.  I ended up 

 

        17     pleading guilty before they did anything. 

 

        18               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  And -- 

 

        20               MS. TANNER:  Who first suggested the ax handle? 

 

        21     You? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  They said there had to be a weapon 

 

        23     and I suggested the ax handle. 

 

        24               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  So the police did not -- 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh. 
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         1               MS. TANNER:  -- it is not your recollection that 

 

         2     the police said there's an ax handle? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh. 

 

         4               MS. TANNER:  You came up with the ax handle on 

 

         5     your own? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         7               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  And where did you get the idea 

 

         8     for that again? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because they said he had had a head 

 

        10     wound, that somebody hit him in the head with an object. 

 

        11     And that's how I came up with that. 

 

        12               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  So how did that ax handle -- 

 

        13     that was just there? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  It was just in the house 

 

        15     when we moved there.  That's it. 

 

        16               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Was it just fortuitous that 

 

        17     there was -- like lucky that there was an ax handle that 

 

        18     happened to be there and it also -- 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  It was that people had -- people 

 

        20     had just moved out and certain things were left, some things 

 

        21     were left behind and that was just one of them. 

 

        22               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  There was pipes and all kind of 

 

        24     stuff left behind, so... 

 

        25               MS. MATOIAN:  And you said that that was used for 
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         1     the stove? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         3               MS. MATOIAN:  To push back? 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Push with it. 

 

         5               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Okay.  So we've highlighted 

 

         6     those portions.  You've highlighted the portion about the 

 

         7     part where you knew the date because your wife had eaten 

 

         8     potato salad that made her very sick and caused her to lose 

 

         9     her -- 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        11               MS. TANNER:  -- baby? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't know anything about that. 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  You also highlighted the 

 

        14     portion that said: 

 

        15               "According to Drayton, the victim had flashed 

 

        16     money in the drink house and it was apparent to everyone 

 

        17     that he had a large amount of money on him." 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  I ain't said that. 

 

        19               MS. TANNER:  You did not tell the police that? 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  If I were to represent to you 

 

        22     that other people at the drink house in 1986 said that this 

 

        23     man had money that he was flashing around at the drink 

 

        24     house, what would you say about that? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  I wouldn't know because I wasn't 
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         1     there to see it. 

 

         2               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Okay.  We're going to do the 

 

         3     same thing with 45.  And I think Brian has done a really 

 

         4     nice job of marking stuff for ease.  If you put them right 

 

         5     there, I'm going to let you -- 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

         7               MS. BOYER:  And, Mr. Williams, while you're doing 

 

         8     that, I'm going to run to the ladies' room, okay? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  All right. 

 

        10               MS. BOYER:  Do you need to take a bathroom break? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  No, ma'am.  I'm all right. 

 

        12               MS. BOYER:  Okay. 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  You can take one.  That's -- 

 

        14     sorry. 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  I'm going to go over to that one? 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  So this one is quite a bit longer. 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Longer. 

 

        18               MS. TANNER:  Uh-huh. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  In fact -- 

 

        20               MS. TANNER:  (Inaudible.) 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  That's all right. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  I'm sorry.  I think -- I think there 

 

        23     is a mark where we intend for you to stop.  So the only part 

 

        24     that you need to skip on this is not until you get to the 

 

        25     bottom of page 55. 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  All right. 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  So it's -- it's a little bit to go 

 

         3     through. 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         5               MS. TANNER:  I know that it is long.  I'm sorry. 

 

         6     I appreciate it though.  Does he need to start at the very 

 

         7     top? 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  Yeah. 

 

         9               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  (Inaudible.)  I'm going to mark 

 

        11     that. 

 

        12               (Inaudible conversation held off the record.) 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  My allergies, man. 

 

        14               MS. MATOIAN:  You have allergies? 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  Bad. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  It's that time of year. 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  I have lupus and it don't 

 

        18     help none. 

 

        19               MS. MATOIAN:  Oh, I'm sorry. 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  (Inaudible.) 

 

        21               MS. MATOIAN:  Do you need a minute? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh.  I'll be ready.  This makes 

 

        23     my eyes water. 

 

        24               MS. BOYER:  Do you -- 

 

        25               MS. MATOIAN:  Do you want someone to go get you 
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         1     some -- 

 

         2               MS. TANNER:  Do you need a break? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  It'll be all right. 

 

         4               MS. MATOIAN:  (Inaudible) your eyes. 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  I suffer from allergies. 

 

         6               MS. BOYER:  You can definitely -- you can take a 

 

         7     break if you need one. 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  We can go on and finish. 

 

         9               MS. TANNER:  We'll be back tomorrow. 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah, that's what I'm worried 

 

        11     about.  I'm going to get some riff with that one.  Oh, boy. 

 

        12     This thing ain't gonna stop. 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  Why don't we take a little break. 

 

        14     You can use the restroom. 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  No, I'm all right.  It'll do like 

 

        16     this up there, too.  I had to go to medical to get my eyes 

 

        17     washed out. 

 

        18               MS. BOYER:  Oh, do you have like the pollen -- 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  Pollen drives me crazy. 

 

        20               MS. BOYER:  Well, I have a question for you 

 

        21     completely off the topic of this.  When you said you did 

 

        22     talk to your biological mom after about a year ago, was that 

 

        23     because she wouldn't tell you anything about your dad 

 

        24     (inaudible)? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes. 
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         1               MS. BOYER:  Is that what you were trying to find 

 

         2     out? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yep. 

 

         4               MS. BOYER:  I'm sorry. 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Well, it come to -- 

 

         6               MS. MATOIAN:  Do you want us to get some toilet 

 

         7     paper so you can wipe your eyes? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  I'm all right.  My mother and I, I 

 

         9     think we reached an agreement that my father is actually my 

 

        10     uncle.  She wouldn't say it, but I figured it out on my own 

 

        11     because he has -- he named -- I was named -- he named me 

 

        12     after him.  25 years later he had a son.  Named his son 

 

        13     after me.  But he has -- nobody have lupus but me and one of 

 

        14     my aunts.  So it's just strange how I had this.  But my mom 

 

        15     won't tell me. 

 

        16               But Suzanne was calling New York to get the 

 

        17     information and they wouldn't tell her.  It's closed 

 

        18     adoption.  But the lady did her it was closed home, so I 

 

        19     know what that meant.  It don't bother me.  I just rather 

 

        20     they tell me the truth.  It happens.  But she won't.  He's 

 

        21     dead now anyway, but -- 

 

        22               MS. BOYER:  I'm sorry.  I wasn't trying to pry.  I 

 

        23     just -- 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  No, it don't -- it don't bother me. 

 

        25               MS. BOYER:  I knew with the lupus it irritates 
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         1     everything, your whole system. 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because I -- when I asked about him 

 

         3     -- about him and her, she gets whew about that.  If she had 

 

         4     a pistol, she'd probably shoot me because she gets upset 

 

         5     about it. 

 

         6               MS. MATOIAN:  Your mom? 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  So I -- probably -- probably 

 

         8     what happened.  You know, I just -- I wouldn't push her no 

 

         9     more.  I stopped pushing her into it.  And I started 

 

        10     resenting her, so we just cut communication until things get 

 

        11     better.  I'll start end up walk -- talking to her again, but 

 

        12     not now.  I'm going to let her stew for a while.  She's -- 

 

        13               MS. MATOIAN:  It's hard on both sides. 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  Huh? 

 

        15               MS. MATOIAN:  It's hard on both sides. 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  She's -- she was a physician 

 

        17     assistant, but she had to retire early.  She's 6'4" like 

 

        18     380-something pounds. 

 

        19               MS. MATOIAN:  Oh. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  Wow. 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  Your mom? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  She is huge.  She's 85 now, 

 

        23     so she lost a lot of weight. 

 

        24               MS. TANNER:  That is (inaudible). 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  She's just older.  She'll be all 
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         1     right though.  I do love her, but I just can't deal with the 

 

         2     fact she won't tell things. 

 

         3               MS. BOYER:  And that's from an era that a lot of 

 

         4     that stuff was always -- you never did talk about it -- 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Kept. 

 

         6               MS. BOYER:  -- ever. 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yep.  And -- 

 

         8               MS. BOYER:  It's very hard as you grow up though. 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Just that -- it is.  That's 

 

        10     correct.  That's correct.  That's correct. 

 

        11               No, I don't know no car or nothing. 

 

        12               (Inaudible conversation held off the record.) 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  So this is -- oh, what number 

 

        14     are on? 

 

        15               MS. MATOIAN:  We're on -- should be on 52. 

 

        16               MS. TANNER:  This will be 52.  But we're going to 

 

        17     talk about 45 that you just read and highlighted for us 

 

        18     through your struggles.  I'm so sorry and I appreciate it. 

 

        19                  (Exhibit Number 52 was introduced.) 

 

        20               MS. TANNER:  Highlighted here is again this part 

 

        21     about -- it says that you remembered the date and that -- 

 

        22     this one is already marked. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  Yeah.  I just wanted to make sure we 

 

        24     did the whole thing. 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  Because -- 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Because we aren't going to be 

 

         2     making (inaudible). 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- heard -- started out that we did 

 

         4     that already. 

 

         5               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  And this is about the potato 

 

         6     salad? 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         8               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  And also highlighted is this 

 

         9     part about him having a large amount of money and flashing 

 

        10     his money.  So your recollection is you just never told the 

 

        11     police that? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Also highlighted this part 

 

        14     about, "Sammy and Darryl were still at the bar and Sammy 

 

        15     looked at Art and said, 'Motherfucker, you can buy everybody 

 

        16     else something to drink.  Why can't you buy me and my 

 

        17     partner something.'" 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        19               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  And then there's a lot in here 

 

        20     highlighted on this other page.  It's number 53 of page 40 

 

        21     -- of Exhibit 45 about that you went back to playing cards 

 

        22     in the front room.  There was an argument over the card 

 

        23     game.  There's a whole story about you going to the back 

 

        24     room with Sammy and him saying, "Damn, all that money he's 

 

        25     got, we could have a part with."  And that they were talking 
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         1     about Arthur Wilson and that: 

 

         2               "Sammy Mitchell again called Drayton to the back 

 

         3     room where he told him take Art down to Red Mosley's house. 

 

         4     Drayton said he went back to the front room and stayed for 

 

         5     approximately 10 to 20 minutes before he asked Art to leave 

 

         6     with him.  Drayton said that Arthur Wilson, Mattie Mae, and 

 

         7     himself went out the back door together.  And when they got 

 

         8     down to the bottom part of the driveway, Mattie hesitated as 

 

         9     if she really didn't want to go down the road.  The victim 

 

        10     and Drayton continued to walk down Claremont towards 18th. 

 

        11     Darryl Hunt and Sammy Mitchell came out of the door behind 

 

        12     Drayton and the victim.  When they got approximately 25 feet 

 

        13     from the driveway on Claremont going towards 17th Street and 

 

        14     just past Mr. Willard's store just past 18th Street."  And 

 

        15     then you stopped. 

 

        16               So you don't remember telling the police any of 

 

        17     that? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh. 

 

        19               MS. TANNER:  So one of the things that you've told 

 

        20     us today is that when the statements didn't fit, the police 

 

        21     would, for lack of a better term, help you along? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  (No audible response.) 

 

        23               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Did they ever give you any 

 

        24     indication that these were -- these yellow highlighted facts 

 

        25     were things that they wanted included in the statements? 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  'Cause we'd just go over 

 

         2     different things.  And when they see them to fit, they would 

 

         3     seem content with it. 

 

         4               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  This part about "Sammy 

 

         5     clotheslined Art with his arm," that is not highlighted.  So 

 

         6     you remember telling police that? 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  But -- 

 

         8               MALE:  Can I jump in here? 

 

         9               MS. BOYER:  Yeah. 

 

        10               MALE:  So what you doing about eating? 

 

        11               MS. TANNER:  Oh, I don't even know what time it 

 

        12     is. 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  I'll take a snack bag. 

 

        14               MALE:  It's 5 o'clock. 

 

        15               MS. BOYER:  It's probably about 5:00. 

 

        16               MS. TANNER:  It's 5 o'clock. 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  I'm all right.  It's two or three 

 

        18     minutes till.  I'll take a snack bag. 

 

        19               MS. TANNER:  I'm so sorry.  I'm almost done.  Do 

 

        20     y'all want to try and finish up tomorrow so he doesn't miss 

 

        21     dinner -- 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  That's -- 

 

        23               MS. TANNER:  -- with Wilson? 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- that's -- okay with me. 

 

        25               MS. MATOIAN:  Yeah. 
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         1               MS. TANNER:  Or do you want to just finish up 

 

         2     right now?  I hate for you to miss dinner. 

 

         3               MS. BOYER:  You know we're going to see you in the 

 

         4     morning, right? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  All right.  I'll be up in the 

 

         6     morning. 

 

         7               MS. MATOIAN:  Let's finish this statement. 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  All right. 

 

         9               MS. MATOIAN:  That will take like two minutes. 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  All right. 

 

        11               MS. MATOIAN:  And then we'll come back tomorrow 

 

        12     and finish the rest. 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  All right. 

 

        14               MS. BOYER:  Is that okay? 

 

        15               MALE:  (Inaudible.) 

 

        16               MS. BOYER:  Thank you. 

 

        17               MS. TANNER:  Thank you for your patience. 

 

        18               So this part about the $20 five dollar bill, you 

 

        19     didn't tell police? 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  And you also don't remember talking 

 

        22     to police about the boots that Darryl Hunt was wearing -- 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        24               MS. TANNER:  -- with the square toe? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  I do know something and it's 
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         1     probably not in that report just by somebody that actually 

 

         2     knows him. 

 

         3               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  That I met while -- 

 

         5               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- I on state.  He did not carry a 

 

         7     lot of money. 

 

         8               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  At all. 

 

        10               MS. TANNER:  Who didn't? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Wilson.  I knew somebody who know 

 

        12     him.  He said, He don't carry any money like that. 

 

        13               MS. MATOIAN:  Do you remember who that was? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I'm going to try to go back 

 

        15     through some notes I have.  Because he told me the old man 

 

        16     will take one dollar and put it around a bunch of newspaper. 

 

        17     Just one dollar. 

 

        18               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  There's three more pages in 

 

        19     this exhibit.  Did you look at those? 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes. 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  And you just mentioned notes 

 

        22     that you have.  It would be really great for us if there are 

 

        23     items like that that you have with you right now, like in 

 

        24     your cell, like notes you have from conversations you've had 

 

        25     or anything like that, that you just bring those with you -- 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  All right. 

 

         2               MS. TANNER:  -- so that we can look at them 

 

         3     tomorrow. 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  All right. 

 

         5               MS. BOYER:  We're happy to talk to the 

 

         6     correctional staff and say like, hey, we really -- 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  Oh, I can bring it -- bring it up. 

 

         8               MS. TANNER:  Yeah.  So if it's about this case -- 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  They don't say anything. 

 

        10               MS. TANNER:  -- and you've got a document, even if 

 

        11     you don't think it's important but it's something you noted, 

 

        12     that would be helpful for us to look at. 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  All right. 

 

        14               MS. TANNER:  Do you mind bringing that with you? 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  I'll bring it. 

 

        16               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        17               MR. WILLIAMS:  I will. 

 

        18               MS. TANNER:  I'm going to take a break here 

 

        19     because we only have one more statement, but do you have 

 

        20     anything else? 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  I just want to ask really quick 

 

        22     about what you just said.  Someone told you the -- that 

 

        23     Mr. Wilson would have a one dollar bill wrapped around -- 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- a newspaper.  So is it your 
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         1     understanding then that he would flash like he had a lot of 

 

         2     money but he did not actually have a lot of money? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  He just -- he's an old man, 

 

         4     you know.  He just -- he pull -- if you pull money out and 

 

         5     you've got it -- make it thick, in people mind, that's a lot 

 

         6     of money. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  So he wanted it to look like he had 

 

         8     money? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  That's what I'm trying to 

 

        11     understand. 

 

        12               MS. BOYER:  He may have been flashing some, but it 

 

        13     was a one and the "Chronicle"? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  One and a lot of piece of paper. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        16               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  There's only one more 

 

        17     statement here.  It's only a couple of pages.  Do you feel 

 

        18     like that's something you can do right now or do you want to 

 

        19     wait until tomorrow morning?  I don't want you to -- 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  I better wait because they will 

 

        21     close the kitchen. 

 

        22               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        23               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  This place right there, they'll 

 

        25     close the kitchen and run everybody out. 
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         1               MS. TANNER:  They will.  That's true. 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  I do have one more question for 

 

         3     you -- 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  All right. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- Mr. Wilson.  When you were in the 

 

         6     jail in Forsyth County, was there certain visitation days or 

 

         7     how -- could you get visitors anytime? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I think they had visitation 

 

         9     days, but I never knew what they were. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  But it was a certain day? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  And you don't recall what 

 

        13     that -- that day is? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  (No audible response.) 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        16               MS. BOYER:  Nowadays it changes depending on which 

 

        17     pod you're in. 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah, I heard.  It's a new jail. 

 

        19               MS. TANNER:  Okay, Mr. Williams -- 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  See, that's all -- this is all -- 

 

        21     that's visits.  That's how a visit is set up. 

 

        22               MS. BOYER:  Yeah, that's -- 

 

        23               MS. TANNER:  Yeah. 

 

        24               MS. BOYER:  They took away -- I saw the -- they 

 

        25     took away all the tables. 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  We have to sit across.  And if you 

 

         2     lean too far across, the visit is over with. 

 

         3               MS. MATOIAN:  That's the right part. 

 

         4               MS. BOYER:  That -- that's true. 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  So I normally sit -- I normally sit 

 

         6     in that middle right there. 

 

         7               MS. BOYER:  Okay. 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  It's touchy. 

 

         9               MS. BOYER:  Well, we'll see you tomorrow morning. 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  All right. 

 

        11               MS. MATOIAN:  (Inaudible.) 

 

        12               (End of the recording.) 

 

        13 

 

        14 

 

        15 

 

        16 

 

        17 

 

        18 

 

        19 

 

        20 

 

        21 

 

        22 

 

        23 

 

        24 

 

        25 
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                                CERTIFICATION OF TRANSCRIPT 

 

 

 

                    This is to certify that the 236 pages of this 

 

               transcript of the recorded interview of Merritt Williams 

 

               Drayton was taken on April 10, 2019, is a true and accurate 

 

               transcript to the best of my ability. 

 

                    I further certify that I am not counsel for nor related 

 

               to any party or attorney, nor am I interested in the results 

 

               of this action. 

 

                    This the 24th day of April 2019. 

 

 

 

         

         
                                             ________________________ 

                                             DONNA ROWE 
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27 On 04-08-86 Sgt. Spillinan, is a Sergeant with the Forsyth County Sheriff's

D^artraent, vho works at the County Jail, contacted the writer and stated that

a black male by the name of Merritt William Drayton wanted to talk with a detective

about a guy that had been starped to death.

On 04-09-86 the writer contacted Det. Weavil and Det. Hicks about this information

I had received fran Sgt. Spillman.

On 04-09-86 the writer, Det. R. N. Vfeavil, and Det. Hicks went to the Forsyth Counly

Jail to interview Merritt Drayton in regards to this information.

Drayton stated the following. On 09-17-83 he and his wife were at a drink house

on Clarenorit Avenue. A man by the name of Saimy Mitchell had gotten into an

argument with Art Wilson. Saimy Mitchell and a friend of his, Danyl Hunt, had

follcwed the man frcm the drink house down Claremont Avenue. Drayton stated that

he saw Sarrny Mitchell and Dainyri Hunt beat the man with a stick. Drayton described

the stick ^ an ax handle with black tape around one end of it. Saimy Mitchell

had hit the victim in the head with the stick, \diile Darryl Hunt was kicking him

on the ground.

Drayton stated that his wife, Mattie Mae Drayton, had been a witness to this

incident. He also said that Saitniy Mitchell had gotten the ax handle to Thcmas

Tharpson to 3<eep for him. Thomas Thctmpson is the brother-in-law of Drayton's wife,

Mattie Drayton. Drayton s^d the last time he saw the ax handle was in a blue

house on 26th Street and Claremont Avenue. Drayton said tliat he roienbered the
ta. RCPORTiNo opnc» COOE NO.

T. H. Hinks . 830-2117
CODE NO
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21 date because his wife had eaten potato salad, v^ch had made her very sick and

caused her to lose her baty. Drayton also said that he and his wife had been

in the drink house and heard an argument between Mitchell' and the victjjti. The

drink house is supposed to be locate on Claremont Avenue and is st^posed to be run

ty the name of Ezelle. According to Drayton, the victim had flashed mon^ in the

drink house and it was ̂ parent to everyone that he had a large amount of mon^ on

him. Drayton was told that the information he had given would be checked out and

that he would be contacted on a later date.

After receiving this information, Det. Hicks went to CID, vhere this report was

located. Merritt Drayton's description of the incident that occurred on Claremont

Avenue matched this incident involving Arthur Wilson.

On 04-14-86 at approsdmately 0800 hours the writer, Det. Weavil, and Det. Hicks

met with Mattie Davis at the Public Safety Center. Ms. Davis stated that she would

be willing to have a body mike placed on her and talk with Saitny Mitchell about

this incident.

At 1015 a meeting was held with District Attorney Don Tisdale to discuss the wiring

of Ms. Davis.

Ms. Davis vJas wired with a body mike from 1230 hours to 1530 hours. Atterpts were

made to locate Saniry Mitchell, with negative results. At approximately 1532 hours

Samny Mitchell was located, .standing beside the residence at 760 N. Patterson

Avenue. He was standing on the Patterson Avenue side, near the sidewalk.
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Drayton said that he remembered the date as being September 17,
1983. . He remembered this date because his wife had eaten potato
salad, which had made her very sick and caused, her to lose her baby.
Drayton also said that he and his wife had been in the drink house and
had heard an argument between Mitchell and the victim. The drink house
is supposed to be located on Claremont Avenue and is supposed to be
run by a person by the name of Ezelle. According to Drayton, the
victim had flashed money in the drink house and it was apparent to
everyone that he had a large amount of money on him. Drayton was
told that the information he had given would be checked out and
that he would be contacted at a later date.

The writer went to CID, where this report was located. Merritt
Drayton's description of the incident that occurred on Claremont
Avenue matched this incident involving Arthur Wilson,

On 04-11-86 at 1310 the writer and Det. Weavil went to the Forsyth
County Jail and picked up Merritt Drayton. After Drayton was placed
into our vehicle, Drayton looked at Det. Weavil and stated, "What are
they going to do to me when they find out I was involved in this?
Drayton was then transported to the Public Safety Center, where an
interview was conducted by Det. Weavil and Det. Hicks, Drayton was
first advised of his constitutional rights as set forth by the
Miranda Decision... - Drayton signed a Rights Waiver and agreed to
talk without having a lawyer present. Drayton stated the following
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about his involvement in this incident: Sometime between September

15, 1983, and September 17, 1983, his wife, Mattie Mae Davis, ate

potato salad ^t her mother's residence, 1714 N. Liberty Street. The

potato salad made her very sick and she started passing blood. She

was pregnant at the time and, as a result, lost her baby» Drayton

stated this is how he remei^ered the date of this incident. Approxi-

mately 2100 to 2130 that night he, his wife and Alice Byrd went to

Ezelle's Drink House, which was located near the corner of Claremont

Avenue and 19th Street. Drayton stated the drink house was approxi-

mately two houses from the corner of 19th Street. This drink house

has been torn down since this occurred. They all went in the back

door of the house. To the right, there was a long bar. The owner

of the house, Ezelle, was present and was serving drinks behind the

bar. Sammy Mitc.hell was standing on the right hand side of the bar

as you walk in the door. His partner, Darryl Hunt, was standing

in front of him on the righthand side. After Drayton got all the

way inside he ordered some drinks. He and his wife went into the

front room and sat down, where they started playing cards. Later

on, Art Wilson, the victim, came into the bar. He ordered drinks for

several people who were present. According to Drayton, he was flashing

his money and it appeared that he had a large amount of money. Drayton

had gone from the front room of the house into the back room, where

the drinks were being served. Sammy and Darryl were still at the

bar talking. Sammy looked at Art and Stated, "Mother fucker, you can

buy everybody else something to drink, why you can't buy me and my
I. REPORTING OPnC« 1 - - « ".REFERREDTO "CODE NO. SO STATUS: (CHECK ONE) LoPCN Q unfounded INACTIVE
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partner something?" According to Draytpn, Art did not have much
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to say to Saramy^ Drayton said shortly after that, he, Saiiuny, Parry L

and Art went.back tq the front room to play cards. An argument started

over the card game. After the game broke up/ Sammy and Darryl went

to the back room. This room was located near the bar area. Sammy

had Drayton to come to the back room. Sammy told Drayton, "Dainnf all

that money he's got we could have a party with." Drayton stated that

they were talking about Arthur Wilson. Drayton left the back room

and went back to the front room. Sammy Mitchell again called Drayton

to the back room, where he told him to take Art down to Red Mosley's

house Drayton said that he went back to the front room and stayed

for approximately 10-20 minutes before he asked Art to leave with him

Drayton said that Arthur Wilson, Mattie Mae and himself went out the

back door together. Drayton said when they got to the bottom part of

the driveway Mattie hesitated as if she didn't really want to go down

the road. The victim and Drayton continued to walk down Claremont

towards 18th Street. Darryl Hunt and Sammy Mitchell came out of the

door behind Drayton and the victim. When they got approximately

25 feet from the driveway on Claremont going towards 17th Street,

and just past Mr. Williard's store, just past 18th Street, Sammy

closelined Art with his arm. Art fell to the ground. At this time

Sammy pulled out an ax handle, which he had hidden under his

army shirt. Sammy started hitting the victim in the back and the
back of the head and neck with the ax handle. At this time Darryl

Hunt started kicking the victim in the head and in the body.
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Sammy then yelled to Drayton to pull the money out of the man's

pocket. Drayton reached in the man's right front.pocket and pulled
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out what monev he had. Thev then leaned the victim up and attempted
r. * - — ■ ■

to get his wallet from the back pocket. At that time a car came down

18th Street and a car came down Claremont Avenue. One of the cars

stopped and people got out of the car. Drayton stated that he, Sammy

Mitchell and Darryl Hunt ran down 17th Street. The people in the car

were chasing them. They cut down through the front yard of a house

and went across to 18th Street and followed a path back to Ezelle's

house on Claremont. Drayton said that Sammy gave him a $20 bill and a

$5 bill which had been taken off of the victim. Drayton also said

that Darryl had got scared and went in a different direction from he

and Mitchell. Drayton did not see Darryl Hunt any more that night.

Drayton also said that Darryl Hunt was wearing- boots, which were
similar to cowboy boots. The boots had a square toe. His right boot

had either mud blood or something on it.

Drayton also stated that he still had the stick which was used in
this assault. The stick was supposed to be at his apartment, which

is located at 345 E. 9th Street. Drayton had gotten the stick from

Thomas Thompson, Jr. Drayton stated that it would be OK for officers
to search his apartment for the ax handle. He signed a Search Waiver

fipp the ■q«=>arrh Waiver.

The Search Waiver was signed at 1515, At approximately 1520, the writer,
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Meryitt Draytoii/ Sgt. McCoy and Pet. Weayily went to the area

where the assault had occurred. Drayton pointed out a residence

at 1720. Claremont Avenue. Drayton stated that the assault occurred .

in the street almost in front of 1720 Claremont Avenue. This was

consistent with what was stated in the original report. Drayton

then pointed out the direction that he^ Sammy Mitchell and Darryl
ra.v\

HuntAafter the car pulled up. According to Drayton^ they ran up

17th Street and cut through a yard, which is located beside of 1215

E. 17th Street. They went through the back, yard and cut across 18th

Street. After, crossing 18th Street, he and Sammy Mitchell went down

a path and back into the rear of Ezelle's Drink House. Drayton also

pointed out the location where the drink house used to be. Mattie

Davis was then located in the 1800 block of Claremont Avenue and got

in the car with .us. Mattie Davis and Merritt Drayton were not, allowed

to talk with each other. We then went to 345 E. 9th Street. It was

approximately 1525 when we arrived there. A search of the apartment

was conducted. Drayton showed the writer and Pet. Weavil where the

ax-handle was located. The ax handle was located in the bedroom, which

is located in the middle of the apartment. The ax handle was behind

the bed. The ax handle was seized and placed in Property Control. I'i^

was packaged as evidence. See Drayton's first written statement.

Everyone came back to the Public Safety Center, where Drayton was

scheduled: for, a polygraph test. The writer and Pet. Weavil then.

interviewed Mattie Mae Davis, in the Interview Room. The interview
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statted at approximately 1545.. Mattie Davis is a. black female.

dob 05-12-56, home, address, 345 E. 9th Street. At first Ms.. Davis

denied being present,when the assault occurred. "She stated that she

had not seen anything. Later, Ms. Davis admitted that she saw Sammy

Mitchell push the victim, Arthur Wilfeon, dovm to the ground. She

stated that Sammy Mitchell, then started kicking the victim. Darryl

Hunt was also present. She observed Darryl standing over the man/ but

did not actually see him hit anyone.. Merritt Drayton was also in the

same group, but she. did not see him actually do anything to the victim.

Ms. Davis stated that she turned around to go back to the drink house

when she saw what was happening. Ms. Davis also stated that she was

approximately 6-8 feet-from the location where the assault occurred.

See Ms. Davis' attached written statement.

As a result of the polygraph test, Merritt Drayton gave another statemeni

to Det. Weavil and the writer. Drayton stated the same basic facts

about the incident, except Drayton also admitted that he participated

in the actual assault. After reaching in the victim's, right pocket

and pulling out the money, he handed the money to Sammy Mitchell.

Sammy Mitchell then gave Drayton the ax handle. They leaned the victim

up and Sammy Mitchell went into the victim's pocket for his wallet.

At this time, Drayton stated he hit the victim approximately 3 times

in the back area, with the ax handle. .,See Merritt Drayton's second

written statement. ■ • '
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Drayton did not know the names of everyone who was present at the

drink.house or on the street when this incident occurred. He

stated that there was a large amount of people who had seen this

incident. Some gif the people he remembers being present are:

Willie Little, Ezelle, Larry, Hawkeye, Mary Ferguson and High Blood Ann.

Drayton did not know all. of the peoples' real names or their last

names. He also stated that a subject by the name of Guitar Gable,

Mary, Sammy Mitchell's girlfriend, Milton Peoples and Black Pap were

at the drink house when the incident occurred.

On 04-14-86 at approximately 0800 the writer, Det. Spillman and

Det. Weavil met with Mattie Davis at the Public Safety Center. Ms.

Davis stated that she would be willing to have a body mike placed on

her and talk to.Sammy Mitchell about this incident.

At 1015 a meeting was held with District Attorney Don Tisdale to

discuss the wiring of Ms. Davis.

Ms. Davis was wired from 1230 to 1530. Attempts were made to locate

Sammy Mitchell with negative results. At approximately 1532 Sammy

Mitchell was located standing beside of his residence at 760 N.

Patterson Avenue. He was standing on the Patterson Avenue side, near

the sidewalk. Ms. Davis approached Mitchell and requested that

Mitchell meet her at her residence, 345 E. 9th Street at 1630. Sammy

told Ms. Davis that he would meet her there. This conversation was
^ REPORTING OFFICER CODE NO.

H. Hi(Hicks 830-2117
28. SECOND OFFICER CODE NO.

30. STATUS: (CHECK ONE>

n CLEAHfiD^By ARREST
^JoPEN n UNFOUNOEO Q INACTIVE
/ ~ n EXCEPTIONALLY n SERVICES

I—)<
□ SERVICES
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f
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34. DATE OF THI3 REPORT

04, bb

a»<«soo-2io-i' NCIIC - WSPD



exhibit

^Cp

/ iwc OJ ̂  A ̂

.-...A-: "-i-l'IC^V

Sj't^ /)n''COij

CP-Hi^J C<5rt/Ccrt;/'U^ h<?f*
/irt/tZ ^/-eAKi cU'tl) -f^or Coup"'/ pih»^ ■P'or Her
-/o />?e -Pop Ynij H T /-^

"^P T"*® 4"^ (-jflu 'Pc -vUs I^'Wwhj
-P^r Mr, U)".\>sM (Very

fi jbei frtiu /^r //^'^Coy 5ert/d' .^TS Jo/>tCL ^ <^A Cifi'T.'^
X Cf^f^ Stfc //}Ai^f€^ 7}mf\Tr6\3J
cAec^ im,+K I^er /^ofi^er.

f rnif
'^&c//C^'/'/Qty ^ /frMcJ 'f^hfit

y/c/^«- /ef" lY)'^ /c>>Ouo 5o/v>€+K''r\^ Tocl^^
To , , "^rAii-Xrs. .P  J /Tierr. Hi- o r /«ryt^iv ^

002503
NCIIC-WSPD

'■1W



iXHIBIT

n

sT

.  ul (^-'\M

9- Jo di'i
: / C'

.£ V

. fSd&.' . J'l ^
y  .

^  /if-

002501
NCIIC-WSPD



fi.. ̂  \. „ jjuUfeJ
a  s ^

I  .. Aj,.,- .cIaA--,4a3v
s««>. >>«»•%■

^ m% 4^1

!^v.-.v.-?:t-.-.-.-.-.-.<.--.---.-.---iUuv. • ■•• ■ ■ • ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ - -t-rVr - •

n-t\£

002502
NCIIC - WSPD



EXHIBIT

NORTH CAROLINA ]

)
FORSYTH COUNTY )

IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE

SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION

86 CRS 18809

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA,

V3.

MERRKT DRAYTON,
Defendant

AFFIDAVIT

I, MERRITT WILLIAMS DRAYTON, being first duly sworn, allege and say

of my own personal knowledge:

1. Two days before I was arrested on a manslaughter charge for the

death of-Mary Smith, Officer Spoon asked me questions about Mary's Smith's death.

He told me that he doubted that, any charges would be broioght, and I gave him a

fefiiSKf^but wnatt-i~krrew', Then., "S'started asking me a lot of questionwritten s

about the murder of Deborah Sykes. L.He told me that Mary S&ith was working for the

police on that murder investigation. I told him that I did not know that, and

Officer Spoon told me that he believed that Sammy Mitchell was involved in the

murder of Mrs. Sykes and he wanted to know if Mary ever told me anything about

that murder. He asked me if she ever said that she saw Sammy Mitchell the morning

that Mrs. Sykes was killed. I told him that she had not talked with me about

that murder, but Officer Spoon did not accept my answer and he kept badgering me

about it. Finally, he got mad and said^ "Damn, I know she told you something,"

I  told him that I was in prison when Mrs. Sykes was killed and that I did not know

anything. After we talked, he told me that I might be charged in the death of

Mary Smith and that he would have to_ talk._t,o. the _D.A. about it,

2. The next day, my girlfriend Mattie Mae Davis talked to Officer Spoon

and she- told him what she knew about Mary's death. Mattie Mae told me that Officer

Spoon also told her that Mary was working for the police about the Sykes murder.

On that same day,. Officer Spoon and Office Weavil took me to the Police Depart

ment, I gave them another statement about the death of Mary Smith. Then, they

started asking me again about the Sykes murder. I told them that I did not

know anything about it. Officer Weavil got mad and told me that they had enough

evidence to charge me in the death of Mary Smith and that they would go to the

D.A. to see if they would file charges. They asked if I would come to the Police

Station the next day at 3:00. I did go to the Police Department the next day about

3:00 and I was told that Officers Spoon and Weavil were with the D.A.. ^

go pay my rent, and as I was leaving. Officer Weavil came out, and told me to

002739
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wal^, arrested me on a charge of manslaughter in the death of Mary Smith.
3. A few days later, and I think it was on a Sunday, ̂Officer Spoon

and an SBI agent came to the Jail where I was in custody on the manslaughter charge.

Again, Officer Spoon started asking me about whether Mary Smith told me anything

about the murder of Mrs. Sykes. He said: "Mary is dead. You are the only hope

we got. We know Mary told you something." I told him that I did not know anything,

and'he toid me that "we can not help you then." Officer Spoon started talking

loud and said they might change the manslaughter charge to murder and that I

might get 20 years .:

IJ. While I,was in Jail, I became very afraid of what might happen to

me since I was':charged with manslaughter. I was also very concerned because my

girlfiriend, Mattie Mae Davis, said she was pregnant. I was very worried about

what might happen to her and her children if I stayed in Jail. She had lost her

children to the Department of Social Services and I .wanted to help her get them back.

I wanted to get out of the manslaughter charge if I could, and I knew that the

officers did not believe when I said that I did not know anything about the Sykes

murder. On April 9, I was visited by my parole officers-from Greensboro and they

indicated that my parole from a previous charge might be revoked. After they

left, I asked Sergeant Spillman of the Jail to get in touch with detectives and

tell them I knew something about a murder. Officers Spillman, Hicks and Weavil

of the Police'Department c^e over to the Jail. I told them I knew something

about the murder of Arthur Wilson. Officer Spillman talked very loud and acted

rough and he said-he wanted to know'^whatever I knew. Officer Hicks said that

the Governor had a reward out for the case, but I told her that I did not want

a reward and that I wanted my freedom. Officer Spillman said, "That might can

be arranged, too." " Officer Hicks told me that they might be able to help me

n the manslaughter case, and I believed her.

5. On April 11, Officers Weavil and Hicks came back to the Jail and

then took me to the police department, in handcuffs. At the time, I was represented

by a local attorney, Larry Fine, on the manslaughter charge, but the officers

did not call my attorney or make an effort to contact him, as far as"I know.

When we got to the station, that took me to a small room, maybe five feet by

eight feet, and I was handcuffedto a chair. Before I gave any statements.

Officer Hicks told me that she had had people charged with murder who had only gotten

two year sentences. I believed that if I talked to the officers about the

Wilson murder that they would help me both on the manslaughter charge and on the

Wilson murder charge if'I was charged with that. 1 gave two statements to the

I
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officers that they wrote down. I believe they read me rights before the first

statanent, but I do not remember . ' them reading my Miranda rights before I

gave the second statement. After I gave the first statement Officer Hicks

told me that probably Sammy Mitchell, Darryl Hunt and myself would all be charged

with murder but that more than likely my charge would be broken down to a lesser

charge. I believed that. If I made a statement to the officers about the death

of Mr. Wilson that the officers, the District Attorney and any Judge would

treat me more favorably. I was also afraid that If I did not cooperate with

the officers that harm might come to my girlfriend. I was worried that the

officers were mad at me because they thopght I knew something about the Sykes

murder and I was afraid that they would try to send me to Jail for as long as

they could If they did not believe that I was cooperating with them.

6. On April 11, I told the officers that there was a stick at 345

East Ninth Street, and they took me there and I signed a form and they took

the stick, or ax handle. Again, I told them where the handle was and I signed

'the form because I believed that I would be treated better In Court If I

helped the police. I was handuffed and In the custody of the officers when they

took me to the place where the stick was.

7. On the day of the probable cause hearing, Mattle Mae Davis came

to Court and It looked to me like she had been beaten up. I could not talk to her

and I was afraid that someone had hurt her and I did not want that to happen

again. The.^pollce had told me before that she would be protected, since they

wanted her to be a witness for the State. I decided to testify because I believed

that the only way I could be given a break was If I testified for the State that

I was Involved and so were Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Hunt. I understood from talking

to my attorneys that Mr. Tlsdale could not help me unless I testified. They

said that the D. A. did not want to hear from me unless I testified. I was

afraid that something would happen to my girlfriend If I did not testify. I knew

I had already given statements to the police and I felt I had no^choice but to

testify. I bellevedtthat the officers and the D. A. expected me to testify.

8. Several daysr.after April 11, when I gave the first statements.

Officer Heavll talked to me again and I told him the same things I had told him

before. I was still Incarcerated, and I still believed that the officers would

help, me and that I would get better treatment on the charges If I gave the

statements. No officer had made any guarantees, and none o£ them made any

specific promises as to what would happen to me, but I was confident that they

would help me and that I would be better off If I cooperated.
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I talked to Officers Weavil and Blevina on April 16, and they asked me a lot of

questions and I believe they taped the interview. They also gave me some written

questions, which I answered. I was still hoping that the officers could help

me on the charge and I believed that I had no choice but to answer their questions.

I talked to these officers, or others, several other times, and each time I

talked to them I hoped that, by cooperating with their investigation, I Could

better treatment, pspeeially if I got charged with first degree murder in the

death of Mr. Wilson.

-

MERRITT WILEIAMS DRAYTON '

SWORN TO and SUBSCRIBED before me

this 1/ day of August, 1986.

Notary public

My commission expires; ^

OFFI-dASSt"
NctMir Rouc—NQsnN otneutt

county OF FORSVTH

AUSTW C. BEHAN
MyCowmlsston Expkm
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POUCE DEPARTMENT

EXHIBIT

Supplement Ref
acOMPtAlNANT/VICTPM

SMITH. MARY ANNETTE

IRs
>MPUA!NANrS AOOPeSS

iS E 9TH ST
7. VALUE ANO TYPE OF PROPBRTY STOLEN OR REeOVeREO

itEPilNO, '

57.

a. OFFENSE OB INCIDBNT

MANSLAUeHTER
S. DATE OF OWSINAL INCIDENT

03-05-86
8. multiple cueah-up

Oyes X Qno

aPASENO.

1

COP

ON 03-17-86 I WAS DIRECTEB TO RESPOND TO THE BAPTIST HOSPITAL AND

>

TALK WITH DR. SCHARYJ IN REFERENCE TO AN AUTOPSY WHICH HE WAS

PERFORMING ON THE COMPLAINANT IN THIS CASE. UPON ARRIVING AT THE

HOSPITAL AT 11OS HRS. 1 TALKED WITH DR. SCHARYJ AND HE SAID THAT

THE CAUSE OF DEATH IN THIS CASE WAS A CONTRA-COUP LESION ON THE

FRONTAL PART OF THE BRAIN. DR. SCHARYJ EXPLAINED THAT THIS TYPE OF

INJURY WAS CAUSED BY A BLOW TO THE REAR PART OF THE SKULL. HE SAID

THE CONTRA-COUP INJURY HAD CAUSED THE BRAIN TO SWELL AND PUT

PRESSURE ON THE PARTS OF THE BRAIN WHICH CONTROL BREATHING AND HEART

RATE. HE SAID THAT THE PRESSURE CAUSED MS. SMITH'S BREATHING AND

HEART TO STOP WHICH RESULTED IN HER DEATH.

DR. SCHARYJ SAID THAT THE TYPE OF INJURY SUFFERED BY MS. SMITH WAS

CONSISTENT WITH A FALL. HE SAID THAT THE INJURY COULD DEFINITELY

HAVE BEEN CAUSED BY BEING PUSHED DOWN A FLIGHT OF STEPS.

ON 03-17-86 AT ABOUT 1525 I TALKED WITH MERRITT DRAYTON MB 03-05-58

WHO LIVES AT 345 E 9TH ST. NO PHONE. I TALKED WITH MR. DRAYTON AT

THE CID OFFICE. HE SAID THAT HE DID NOT REMEMBER THE EXACT DATE BUT

HE THOUGHT IT WAS ABOUT S WEEKS AGO AND ON A WEDNESDAY NIGHT THAT

THIS INCIDENT OCCURRED. HE SAID THAT HE CAME HOME AROUND 1930 AND

WHEN HE GOT THERE MATTIE MAE DAVIS,(HIS GIRLFRIEND),WILLIE LITTLE

AND MARY SMITH, WERE THERE. HE SAID THAT WILLIE AND MARY WERE DRUNK

AND ARGUING. HE SAID THAT MATTIE ASKED HIM TO SET MARY OUT OF THE

HOUSE BECAUSE SHE WAS DRUNK AND SHE(MATTIE) DID NOT WANT HER THERE.

30. OTATUS: (CHECK OME>

»»Y J

Q OPEK Q UNFOUNOEO □ INACTIVE
□ EXCEPTIONALt-Y t—l SESVICES ,

«a.eARe0 LJ BEtmEseo

PORTING OFHCBR

.C. SPOON 830-4884
39. SECOND OmCER OVING COOENOCOOENa

^aBEFgRREDTO

34. DATE OF THI3 REPORT

03-20-86

NCllC WSPD MARY SMITH - 000012 A-012



POLICE DEPARTMENT Supplement Report
a. COMPLAINANT / VICTIM

SMITH, MARY ANNETTE

m
OMPLAINANTS AOCMKM

5 E 9TH ST
VALUe ANO TYPE OF PROPERTY STOLEN OR mECOVeReO~

tTEM hlO.

27.

27

S. OFFENSE OR INCIDENT

MANSLAUGHTER

6. DATE OP ORIGINAL INODENT

03-05-86

a MULTIPLE CLEAR-UP

D *68 ^ D

» PAGE NO

2

2. ROUTING
COPIES TO:

DRAYTQN SAID THAT HE HAD TO HELP MARY UP AND THEN HELP HER TO THE

3i
6^

FRONT DOOR BECAUSE SHE WAS SO DRUNK. HE SAID THAT HE HELD HER UP BY

ONE ARM AND THE BACK OF HER PANTS. HE SAID THAT HE GOT MARY OUT

ONTO THE PORCH AND PROPPED HER AGAINST THE RAILING. DRAYTON SAID

THAT WILLIE LITTLE CAME OUT ONTO THE PORCH AND BEGAN TO ARGUE WITH

MARY AGAIN SO HE MOVED MARY OVER TO THE POST AT THE CORNER OF THE

PORCH WHERE THE STEPS STARTED DOWN TO THE LITTLE LANDING WHICH THEN

LEAD DOWN A FLIGHT OF STAIRS TO THE STREET. HE SAID THAT LITTLE

KEPT ARGUING AND WAS TRYING TO GET TO MARY. HE SAID THAT HE TURNED

TO SHOVE LITTLE BACK AND WHILE HIS BACK WAS TURNED MARY STARTED DOWN

THE STAIRS ON HER OWN. HE SAID THAT MARY TOOK ONE STEP AND THEN

MISSED THE NEXT ONE AND FELL HEAD FIRST FROM THE LANDING DOWN THE

REST OF THE STAIRS. HE SAID THAT HE WENT DOWN TO HER AND SAW THAT

SHE WAS HURT AND WENT TO THE NEIGHBOR'S HOUSE AT 3^+1 E 9TH AND

CALLED AN AMBULANCE.

DRAYTQN SAID THAT THE DID NOT PUSH MARY SMITH DOWN THE STEPS BUT HE

WAS AWARE THAT OTHER PEOPLE WERE SAYING THAT HE HAD.

ON 03-18-86 AT ABOUT 1015 I TALKED WITH WILLIE EDWARD LITTLE M/B

05-17-43, OF 3^5 E 9TH ST. NO PHONE. I TALKED WITH MR. LITTLE AT THE

CID OFFICE. MR. LITTLE SAID THAT HE COULD NOT REMEMBER THE DATE

EXACTLY BUT AGREED THAT IT WAS PROBABLY ON THE 5TH OF MARCH AND ON A

WEDNESDAY THAT THIS INCIDENT OCCURRED.

HNG OFFICER COOe NO.

.C. SPOON 830-4884

30-STj^^rUS; ICHECK ONE) n OP6N Q UNFCU»<eeD {~] inac*ivI 33 REFERRED TO

29. SECOND OFFICER COOE NO OVING COOE NO 32. REVieW COOE NO 34, OATE OF TMiJREPORt

03-20-86
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POUCE DEPARTMENT
S COMPLAINANT / VICTIM " ' ~

Supplement Report

C
SMITH, MARY ANNETTE

OMPLAINANT5 AODAESS

5 E 9TH ST

v. VALUE AND rvPS OF PROPERTY STOLEN 6l* WECbvCReo"

5. OPFENSE OP INCIDENT

MANSLAUGHTER

6. DATE OP OPiSINAL INClOCNT

03-05-06

e MULTIPLE CLEAR-UP

resQ res ^ Q NO
». PAGE NO

6

2. ROUTING
COPIES TO;

JUNIOR BEFORE HE THREW MARY OFF OF THE PORCH. SHE SAID THAT WHEN

•5^:

SHE WENT OUTSIDE SHE SAW MARY AT THE BOTTOM OF THE STAIRS AND JUNIOR

WAS TURNING HER OVER. SHE SAID THAT THE SAME NIGHT THIS HAD

HAPPENED JUNIOR HAD COME UP TO HER AND TOLD HER THAT HE HAD THROWN

MARY OFF THE PORCH BECAUSE HE WANTED HER OUT OF THE HOUSE.

ON THIS SAME DATE I TALKED TO MR. JOHN MOIR WHO LIVES AT 3«»1 E 9TH

ST WHICH IS UNDER 3^5. HE SAID THAT HE HAD BEEN SNOOZING IN A CHAIR

ONE DAY A FEW WEEKS AGO WHEN JUNIOR (MERRITT) HAD COME TO HIS DOOR

AND KNOCKED AND ASKED TO USE THE PHONE TO CALL AN AMBULANCE. MR.

MOIR SAID THAT HE HAD SEEN THE WOMAN HE KNEW AS MARY AT THE FOOT OF

THE STAIRS BUT HE DID NOT KNOW WHAT HAD HAPPENED TO HER.

ON 03-10-86 DET. WEAVIL AND I TALKED WITH MERRITT DRAYTON AT THE CID

OFFICE AT ABOUT 1830. WE TOLD HIM THAT WE HAD BEEN TALKING WITH

SEVERAL PEOPLE AND IT WAS TIME HE TOLD THE TRUTH ABOUT THIS

INCIDENT. HE SAID THAT HE WAS READY TO TELL THE TRUTH BECAUSE HE

WANTED TO GET IT ALL OFF OF HIS CHEST. HE SAID THAT HE HAD ALREADY

BEEN HOME WHEN MARY AND WILLIE HAD COME IN DRUNK AND ARGUING. HE

SAID THAT HE HAD GOTTEN MAD AT MARY BECAUSE HE COULD NOT GET HER OUT

OF THE HOUSE AND SHE AND WILLIE WERE ARGUING BACK AND FORTH.

SAID THAT HE GOT MARY OUT ONTO THE PORCH AND GOT HER STARTED DOWN

THE STAIRS TO THE LANDING. HE SAID THAT WILLIE WAS ON ONE SIDE: OF

HIM AND MARY WAS ON THE OTHER. HE SAID THAT WILLIE WAS BETWEEN

HIMSELF AND THE HOUSE AND HE KEPT PUSHING WILLIE BACK TOWARDS
BHfcPUHTlNG OFPICEP COOC NO.

^.C. SPOON e30-^B8A^^'^
30. STATUS: (CHECK ONE' |_J OPfN j [ onfQunOCO QisactivE '33 REFERRED TO

ZS.SCCONOOFFICCR COOC NO 3 1 .^UPESVIMAAPP^VING COOC NO 32 CODE NO. M. DATE OF THIS REPORT

03-20-06
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POLICE DEPARTMENT Supplement Report
3. COMrLAINANT / VICTIM

SMITH, MARY ANNETTE
OMPLAINANT'S ADDRESS

7 VAlVAL
5 E 9TH ST
UE AND TYPE OF PROPEBTV STOLEN RECOVERED

9. OFFENSE OR INCIDENT

MANSLAUGHTER

fl. DATE OF ORIGINAL INCIDENT

03-05-86

a. MULTIPLE CLEAR-UP

n *E» X n NO

9. PAGE NO

7

a. ROUTING
COPIES TO;

/•—^
:> I

sjl
rv-

27, THE HOUSE. HE SAID THAT HE PUSHED MARY TO TRY TO GET HER TO GO ON

DOWN THE STAIRS AND SHE WENT DOWN TO THE LANDING AND THEN STARTED

BACK UP. HE SAID THAT HE THEN PUSHED HER AGAIN AND SHE FELL DOWN

THE STAIRS, TUMBLING OVER AND HITTING HER HEAD ON THE CEMENT AT THE

BOTTOM. HE SAID THAT HE WENT DOWN TO HER AND SAW THAT SHE WAS HURT

AND CALLED THE AMBULANCE. HE SAID THAT HE DID NOT MEAN TO HURT MARY

BUT HE HAD JUST GOTTEN MAD AT HER AND WANTED HER TO LEAVE.

1 OBTAINED A SECOND WRITTEN STATEMENT FROM MR. DRAYTON AT THIS TIME

HE SAID THAT HE HAD BEEN AFRAID TO TELL ME WHAT HAD HAPPENED THE

FIRST TIME BECAUSE HE WAS AFRAID THAT HE WOULD BE CHARGED WITH

MURDER.

ON 03-19-86 I TALKED WITH DISTRICT ATTORNEY TISDALE AND HE

AUTHORIZED A WARRANT FOR MANSLAUGHTER. I OBTAINED THE WARRANT AND

IT WAS SERVED BY OFFICER C0RNAT2ER. BOND WAS SET AT $10,000 AND

TRIAL DATE 0^^-02-86.

ON 03-20-86 I TALKED WITH DET. LT. LQWRY OF THE LYNN MASS. P.D. AND

HE SAID THAT HE HAD FOUND A BEVERLY THOMPSON AT 67 NEPTUNE ST, PHONE

<617) 599-3408. I CALLED AND TALKED WITH MS. THOMPSON^;AND 3HE SAID

THAT SHE HAD BEEN HERE VISITING FRIENDS WHO LIVE At.'3^3 E-'9TTrClN THE

NIGHT THIS INCIDENT OCCURRED. SHE SAID THAT SHE DID "NOT"ACTUALLY

SEE THE INCIDENT. SHE SAID THAT SHE REMEMBERED MATT IE- TO MR

WORTHY AND ASKING HIM TO HELP MARY DOWN THE STEPS BEFORE JUNIOR
kePORTING OFFICER CODE NO.

30 r~| 33
1

.C. SPOON 830-^884-^
. STATUS: (CHECK ONE) OPEN Qun»OUNOBO [~| INACTIVE

(—1 EncEPTioMALL* f—I aenvices

. REFERRED TO

29. SECOND OFFICER CODE NO ROVING 32. REVIEWER 3*. DATE OF THIS REPORT

03-20-86
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POUCE DEPARTMENT
a co(A»la(nant / VICTIM

•BRYSON, BLANCHE RAGINS
4. COMPLAINANTS ADORES? ' "'

EXHiBir

buppiement nepon
OFFENSE OR INCIDENT

Homicide

•2705 Gllmer Avenue
7. VALUE AND TYPE OF PROPERTY STOLEN OR RECOVERED

tTEMNO.

27.

6. DATE OF ORIGINAL INOOENT

12-10-85

e. MULTIPLE CLElAfNJP

Xr

9. PAGE Na

1

2. ROUTING
COPIEB ,• TO:

This case Is being reopened and assigned to Detective K« W. Bishop on 03-09-88 due

8
CO '

SI

to the development of new Information concerning the possible Identify of second

and third suspects In'the case.

On 03-09-88,-I learned from Detectives S. A. Halraton and 0. W. Twltty that while

they were interviewing, a Mr. Robbln Leon Carmichael, BH, DOB 10-22-62, Carmichael

made several statements that led Detective Hairston and Twltty to' believe that he

has accurate knowledge about this homicide and might even be Involved In it.

Detective Hairston and Twltty further advised me that Carmichael was present in the

Interview room at that time and was willing to talk with me about the case.

Detective Hairston and Twltty then provided me with a photocopy of a written

Miranda Rights Waiver that was signed by Carmichael at 1329 hours that date.

I then interviewed Carmichael about this case. Carmichael admitted to me that he

had been to a house located at 2705 Gilmer Avenue on the night of 12-10-85 and that

he went there with a sidiject he identified as Darren Johnson. Carmichael contends

that Johnson came to his house that evening driving an orange Bulck Skylark and

that he was bleeding from the mouth. He says Johnson claimed to have been beaten

up by a group of men and that he (Johnson) asked Carmichael to help him go back

after those men. Carmichael says he got Into the orange Skylark and Johnson then

drove to Gllmer Avenue where he stopped at 2705 and stated that he needed to pick

up a t.v. Carmichael says he told Johnson that he would not go into the house with

him. Later In the interview, Carmichael said that Johnson told him that there was

a lady Inside the house who was unconscious and that Is why Carmichael refused to

go Into the house. Carmichael says he waited outside until a dark blue Chrysler
26. REPORTING OFFICER CODE

K. W. Bishop 830-8171
29. SECOND OFFICER

Sa STATUS: (CHECK ONe> __ Q UNFOUNOCO Q INACTIVE
O CLBARCO BT ARREST □ EXCCRTKINALLT

CLCARCO

31. Supervisor APPROVING cooenoT 32. REVIEWER CODE NO.

33. REFERRED TO

34. DATE OF THIS REPORT

03-18-88 kch
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J?OUCE DEPARTMENT
^CqMW^INANT/VICTiM

BRYSOS ." BLANCHE RAGINS

Supplement Keport

4. eOMPUUNANTS ADORES^

2705 Gllmer Aveaue
7. VALUE AND TYPE OF PROPERTY STOLEN OR RECOVERED

5. OFFENSE OR INCIDENT

Homicide
6. DATE OF ORIGINAL INCIDENT

12-10-85

a. MULTIPIJE CLEAR-UP

□ vES NO
9.PAGENO

2

2. ROUTING
COPIES •* TO:

8
003■c^
us

27

New Yorker p^ned up and stopped in front of tlie house on the west side of Gilmer

Avenue facing south. He says he then knocked on the front door and then started

walking sooth on Gilmer Avenue» then east on 27th Street. Garmichael says that as

he walked away, Johnson ran out of the house, got into the Skylark, started it, and

attempted to back out into Gilmer Avenue, but stalled the car. He started the car

again and backed into Gilmer Avenue, continued to back south on Gilmer, then backed

into the travel lanes of 27th Street into the pathway of an oncoming car. Johnson

then drove east on 27th Street and stopped on the north side of the street and

picked up Garmichael. Garmichael says he walked around the back side of the car

flTid entered the passenger door. He says Johnson was almost hysterical and that he

drove wildly through the Patterson Avenud area at a high rate of speed, running

several stoplights and stop signs. Garmichael says that they eventually ditched

the car on 21st Street, just off of Ivy Avenue, near some R. J. Reynolds storage

buildings. He says they then walked east on 21st Street and that Johnson began

throwing away small velour envelopes. Garmichael says he picked up one of the

envelopes and found that, it contained jewelry. He says he questioned Johnson about

this and that Johnson told him to leave it and come on. Garmichael says they then

went to his house where Johnson stayed for the'night. Johnson allegedly spent the

night in a chair. Garmichael says that after Johnson left the next morning, he

found several more of the velour envelopes of jewelry in that chair. Garmichael

said he had those envelopes at his house at the time of the interview and was

willing to turn them over to the police.

Due to my limited knowledge of this case at the time of the interview, I called

Detective R. G. Spoon and Sergeant T.' A. Freeland to GID to assist me. Detective
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Spoon and Sergeant Hreeland then interviewed Carmichael separately and each later

advised me that they were ■ confident that Carmichael was present at the crime

scene.

At the conclusion of the interviews, Carmichael escorted Detective Twitty and

!l^irston back to his residence uhere he handed over five small, brown velour

envelopes of costume jewelry. Each envelope has the name "Artistry" embossed on

it. Detective Hairston turned those items over to me and I stored them in Property

Control under tag number 8801788.

I also requested Identification Specialist, C. M. Crater, to compare the latent

fingerprint lifts from the crime scene to the known impressions of Darren Johnson

and Robbin Carmichael. Mr. Crater did compare the prints and has determined that,

latent print number one, which was lifted from the passenger door of the victim's

stolen white over orange Buick Skylark, is identical to the right ring finger of

Robbin Leon Carmichael.

On the morning of 03-10-88, I met with Mrs. Peggy Witherspoon, who was a close

friend of Blanche Bryson. I showed her the five velour envelopes of jewelry and

she immediately became somewhat emotional and stated that Blanche had numerous

envelopes exactly like those and that Blanche was a very fond collector of costume

jewelry. Mrs. Witherspoon was unable to identify any specific piece of jewelry.

On the afternoon of 03-10-88, I met with Mrs. Barbara Goodln, who was also a close

personal friend^and coworker of Mrs. Bryson. Mrs. Goodin also immediately
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Identified the 'brown envelopes saying that Blanche had numerous envelopes Identlca]

to them. Mrs. Goodln was able to Identify a small, multi-colored butterfly charm

necklace that she said belonged to Mrs. Bryson.

On 03-16-88, I drove to the Cameron Morrison Prison Unit In Hoffman, N.C. where

Darren Johnson Is currently serving a five-year term for conviction of storebreaklng

and larceny. I advised Johnson of his constitutional rights as set forth by

Miranda and he stated that he understood them and was willing to talk with me. ■

Johnson refused to sign a waiver, saying that he would not sign anything. Johnson

did not raise his right to counsel, therefore I proceeded with the Interview.

During the subsequent Interview, Johnson adamantly denied any knowledge of or

Involvement In this homicide.
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DATE: 04-15-86
CCfNVEElsaTION: Mattie May Davis

Sanniy Mitchell
MCNITORED BY: Det. T. H. Hicks

Det. R. N. Weavil
Det. R. A. Spillman

TIME: 1110 Hours

EXHIBIT

Davis: Cone here please, right here please. I need to talk to you real
bad, please.

Mitchell: About \diat?

Davis: About Junior. Please Sanrry, please help ite.

Mitchell: Help you do v^t?

Davis: OK, I went to see Junior last Thursday, right. He's talking about he's
thinking about telling the police about - \tot's that man's name that
got killed over by Ezells, the one th^ found dead by the store.

Mitchell: I don't knew his name.

Davis: And, they trying to get me involved with it. I'm pregnant. He told
than about a stick or sonething. He told than sonethi^ about a hatchet
stick or scmething. Saying that ]^u had hit the man with it — sane
stuff.

Mitchell: I wouldn't over there.

Davis: nerves is bad, Samny. I'm pregnant. I don't want to have iry baby
in prison and they questicsnBd me and everything.

Mitchell: I don't know anything about that ̂ Tdt. I wouldn't even over there.

Davis: Junior had told me that - he told me that he's thinking about going
and talking back to them. I supposed to go back dcwn there Thursday.

Mitchell: I wouldn't even over there v^en that happened.

Davis: My ner\^, Saininy.

Mitchell: Me and Darryl was running together then. He was making time then.
Why's he going to go tell a lie on me.

Davis: No, he wasn't. Huh uh. I'm so nervous.

Mitchell: I didn't see him there. I don't know who did that. I wouldn't even
over there when that man got killed.

Davis: Sanny, what should I do?

Mitchell: I don't know. If you didn't do nothing, vftiat you nervous about?

Davis: Because they trying to get me involved. He's trying to get me involved,
I don't want to get involved. I -

000815 <\
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OQNVElRSaTION: l&ttie May Davis; Sann^f Mitchell
Page 2

Mitchell: Did he do it?

Davis: He say you and him. He say he got sane of the money. He say you
- got scrae of the morey too.

Mitchell: He can go tell it lUce he wants to. I laugh his ass out of here.

Davis: Ohat's vhy he wanted to, you know, talk to you about the other day,
vhen I talked to you about him.

Mitchell: 'Cause I ain't did nothing. Let him go ahead tell that lie on his own
self, if he's going to be that God damn big of fool.

Davis; I'm so nervovis. I can't get no sleep.

Mitchell; Th^ must be scaring him tp to get him to say some diit Like that.

Davis: He ain't talked to them yet. He told me he's si:5:posed to talk to
them this. we^. I'm going to go back down theoce and see him this
Thursday.

Mitchell: (Unintelligible)

Davis; They asked me did I see Junior ard you. They say a girl was with him.
Junior told me they said the stick you had is somewhere in the house
and I'm looking for the stick and I can't find the stick in the
house. It's got black tape around it.

Mitchell: Junior's telling a lie. Me and Junior wouldn't running together. You
ought to know that by now. Wauldn't nobody running together then but
me and Darryl. When that man got killed me and Darryl wasn't even on
that side of town. Go ahead and tell him he can tell a lie if he wants
to, he's just going to be looking like a damn fool.

Davis: Lord have mercy.

Mitchell; Th^ ain't talked to me yet. They must not believe the shit.

Davis; They ain't been down here to see you?

Mitchell: Huh uh.

Davis: See, he went and told me, he told me to cone and talk to you and I did.
I'm st^:posed to see him on Thursday.

Mitchell: You tell him he can go tell it like he wants to, 'cause he ought to know
better 1±an that. He knosra I ain't been-wiidi him. I vrouldn't even hanging
with him. I ain't never hung with Junior. You ought to know that.
As long as you been talking to him. Only time I ever see Junior is at
Ezell's house, he be getting a drink or sonething. Otherwise, running
together, no way. Tell him he can go tell that lie if he wants to. Makes
me no difference. They can cote talk to me. I ain't done shit.

Davis: OK, then.

Mitchell; I got proof. I wouldn't even over there.

000816
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Davis: 'Cause I came by here last night aM your mother say you wouldn't
here. She say you don't stay here.

Mitciiell: I don't stay over here.

Davis: And I came a little bit, while ago - the reason why I came back by
here -

Mitchell: Why you so worried? You all must have did it.

Davis: I didn't do nothing,

Mitchell: What you worried about then.

Davis: I didn't do nothing.

Mitchell: Wbll, you know good and well you wouldn't with ne. I wouldn't with
you all fools. I don't know why you got to be worried.

Davis; See, I don't want to get involved with nothi^. I got a little family.
I got to try to get my kids back, jy kids ain't with me. Plus, I m
fixing to Imve another one.

Mitchell; Ihey said - didn't you tell than you hadn't seen me with nobody?

Davis; I saw you.

Mitchell: All right then, but see, that ought to tell you something right there.

Davis: And, you mama say she called over there and talked to Ezell. She say
Ezell say you wouldn't there or sonething.

Mitchell: I ov^ there the next day and found out that man got killed.
Don't you know if they thought I did this they'd done talked to me
by now.

Davis: You think th^ going to get in touch with you. When he talks to than.
I think he's going to talk to them Ohmrsday, after visiting hours.

Mitchell; I don't care ̂ ^t he says. He can go tell all the lies he wants.

Davis: CK, then. Thank you, here.

Mitchell: Ttell him he'll be making an ass out of himself telling a lie like that,

/bb
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CXMM^SflTION: Mattie May Davis; Samty Mitchell
DATE: 04-15-86

MONHCKED BY: Det. T. H. Hicks
Det. R. N. Wfeavil
Det. R. A. S^illtnan

TIME: 1117 Hours

Davis: Saimy, please help me.

Mitchell: Do -^to-t.

Davis: Please help me. I'm really nervous. You can help me sane kind of
way, so please.

Mitchell: I don't know nothing about that {inintelligible)

Davis: 'Cause, that night I did see you standing out there, thou^.

Mitchell: Don't you stand there and tell that lie.

Davis: For real, me. Junior - OK, we's playing spades -

Mitchell: You go tell them that. You going to be telling a damn lie, 'cause
I was not on that side. I found out that man was killed the next
day.

)

Davis: Saimy, I'm not telling no lie. Please help me.

Mitchell; Well, you go tell them what you want to tell them. I didn't do it. I
was not out there. Jfe and Darryl didn't never tote no stick. You
go tell them anything you want to tell than. I got proof where I was
at.

Davis: Please, please help me Samny, please.

Mitchell: You go tell them what you want to say. I wouldn't out there.

Davis: Saraity, yes you was.

Mitchell: I was not out there. I don't care what you say. Did you see me junp
on the man? You cannot say that.

Davis: I ̂ en you push him.

Mitchell: You ain't - ah, cam an here.

Davis; Ihen kicked hdm like that. Yes I did, Saratty. 'Cause that's when the
rest of them came out there and -

Mitchell: I wouldn't there.

Davis: If I was to have -

Mitchell; Go down to that jail. Tell them what you wrant to tell them, then I'm
going to have iry witness tell than where I w/as at that night. I'll
make you all a lie.

Davis: You can't make me no lie.

000811
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OraJVERSATION: Ifettie May Davis; Sammy Mitchell
Page 2

Mitchell: Bjw much you want to bet.

Davis: How mutdi you want to bet.

Mitchell; How much you want to bet.

Davis: How much you want to bet. We ain't got to argue about it 'cause I
just want you to help me.

Mitchell: (unintelligible)
'Cause you all going to look like a fool waiting this long to ccme
out and tell shit like tlst on me now.

Davis: Well, see, he just told me Ohursday.

Mitchell: Whether he told you or not - that's - he just told you a lie,
that's all, he just told you a lie.

Davis: He just brought it tp Thursday.

Mitchell: I didn't meet Junior until about a year ago. Didn't even know him.

Davis: Sammy, please help me, Sanny.

Mitchell; Wait 'til ny mane ccme back. Let me go tell her this sMt. I'm
going to go down there and talk to thsir people. I'm going to
t-<an H-hprn right now. They can come and talk to me ii^en they get
ready. I wouldn't out there. I got Ezell and them on ny side.
Say I wouldn't even on that side of town. And the man that got killed,
I don't even know him-

Davis: lord, I don't know vdet to do. I don't knew his name either. But, I
had seen him.

Mitchell: I hadn't even seen the man. Don't even know him and woxildn't even over
there that night.

Davis: Samny, yes you was.

Mitchell: I don't care litot you say. You my have seen me and Darryl in the day there,
but you didn't see us that night.

Davis: You was over there that night, 'cause had cone 15) during the day time
'cause that when I first talked to - 'cause that's when I talked to Darryl.

Mitchell: That's right, you've seen me in the day tame, that's ric^it. But, we did
not stay over there 'til dark.

Davis: Saimy, you all had left and came bade.

Mitchell; Go tell than what you want to tell Idian.

r^vis: Lord, I don't know vtfiat to do.

Mitchell: You'll be telling a lie.
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Page 3

Davis:

Mitchell:

Davis;

Mitchell:

Davis:

Mitchell:

Davis:

Mitchell;

Davis;

Mitchell:

Davis:

Mitchell;

Davis;

Mitdiell:

Davis:

Mitchell;

Davis;

Mitchell;

No, I won't.

You go and tell them \diat you want to tell than. I will take
a lie detector test.

I will too.

I will take a lie detector test.

OK, then.

I didn't rob no mother fucking body. I didn't carry no stick.

I didn't see you with no money. I didn't see you get no money.

OK, you didn't see me hit nobody either.

Yes, I did. I didn't see you with no stick.

All right then. You didn't see me do nothing.

Junior was the one telling me about the stick.

I didn't even know Junior then. How many times I got to tell you.

Sanny, yes you did.

I might have seen him at Ezell's house, but knowing ^ his n^,
I didn't. I just met Junior when he catie back off the chain gang
this time. I didn't even know you all used to talk.

Well, I don't know what to do.

You can go down there and lie. I'm going to go down there and take a
lie detector- test. Clear ityself of two things.

YOU can go tell them what you want to tell than. You a^ J^or ̂  teU
S^t^e m me if you want to. You all going to be in I ̂
sue you all for that shit. Go ahead, do \iha.t you want to do. I m not
scared. ■ I didn't do nothing. Ihey can
Darxvl Me and Darryl know vftiere we was at that m^t. Cause w^thSfat Ezell's. Ezell s^d, "Don't :^u toit^y
got killed last night. First thing I said was, I sa^ I .^wouldn't over there, 'cause they'd PutjLt on

that came out of ny mouth. I got Ezell and Redd on ̂
So, you can do vtot you want to do. Tell them people I wouidn t even
over there on that side.

Davis: well, you might have to take a lie detector test.

Mitchell: I don't care. can cane and talk to me all they want to.
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OONVERSariCN; Mattie May David; Sansiy Mitchell
Page 4

Davis: OK, then.

Mitchell! Do "what you want to do.

Davis: OK.

/hb
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Supplement Report

On 04-09-8(5 the writer, Det. R. N. Weavil, ssbA Det. R. A. Spillrnail} Det.

T. H. Hicks went to the Forsyth CovintY Jail to talk with Merritt Drayton in-

EXHIBfT

E. RQU
coprES

reference to sane infonn^tion that he had on a hcniicide. Mr. Drayton had contacted

personnel at the jail, who had in turn contacted Det. ̂ ilJman about this information.

\idiile at the jail, Mr. Drayton advisdd the writer that he had witnessed a hctnicide

which had occurred 09-17-83 on ClareniDnt Avenue. He stated that Samity Mitchell and

Darryl Hunt had beat Art Wilson with.a stick. Mr. Drayton stated that he was a

witness to the actual assault. .

Bie writer was not familiar with this particular homiGide aiid returned to the

Public Safely Center, where the report was found. ®he information given by Mr.

Drayton was. consistent with the information in the police report.

Oh 04-11-86 at 1310 hours the writer and Det. T. H. Hicks went to the Forsyth

County Jail and picked vp Marxitt Drayton. Mr.. Drayton vra.s to be transported to

the location ̂ ere the incident occurred in an attenpt for him to. point out the

actual ̂ t of the incident. While eniroute, lyt. Drayton made the statement, "What

are th^ going to. do to me vheh they find out I was involved in this?" At thiis

fiinp Mr. Drayton was tran^orted to the Public Safety Center, where he was advised

of his Miranda Rights, which he waived. Mr. Drayton gave the wnritea: and Det.

Hicks a statement in wdiich he advised that he was with his coitniDn-law wife, Mattie

Mae Davis, at the drink house on Claramont Ayenue on 09-17'^83. He stated that there

were several other people in the drink house. Some of the people that he knew

for sure that were there were Sanny Mitchell, Darryl Hunt, Ezelle, and Arthur

Wilson. Mr. Drayton stated it VTas around 9:00 or 9:30 at night when he got to
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the ̂ ink hause. Mr. Drayton stated that Arthur Wilson was buying drinks for

the ladies in the drink house. He stat^ that Sannty Miixhell got upset and.

had words with Arthur Wilson, because Mr. Wilson refused to ,b^ him a drink.

Mr. Drayton stated to the writer that Darryl Hunt asked him to go to the bade roan.

\diich is near a bathrocm, at which time he talked. to Satmy Mitchell and Darryl Hunt

about Arthur Wilson. At this time it was brought up. that Mr. Wilson had a lot .of

money on him and they could have a good party. Mr. Drayton stated he left the

drink house, to tiuy sane .wine. On returning to the drink house, he again was called

to a back roan, where he talked with Saimy Mitch^l and Darryl Hunt again about

Arthur Wilson. At this time Sanny. Mitchell asked him to take Mr,. Wilson fron the

driiik house, down to Redd's Drink House, vhich is south of that location on Clareraont

Avenue.

Mr. Drayton advised the writer that he, along with his wife and Arthur Wilson went

out the back door of the drink house, and started towards Claremont Avenue. He

stated while walking south on Clargnont Avenue Mattie Mae Davis hesitated and at

that time Samtry 'Mitchell-and Darryl Hunt came up on him and Arthur Wilson. At

this, time Samny Mitchell clotheslined Art. Art fell to the ground and Satmy

started stxiking Art. in the back of the head with an ax handle. He stated

Darryl started kicking him in the head and body with his boots. Mr. Drayton

stated that they l^ed Mr. Wilson up off the ground, at which ■time Saitny Mitchell
told him to get the money fron his pocket:. Mr. Drayton stated he readied into
b-i.'; pocket and reiioved the noney from the victim's right front pocket. Mc..
Drayton advised the writer ttot the licks started sounding mushy, referring
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to the sticdc hitting the victim.

Mc. Drayton advjsed the ynriter that he gave tJie money to Saimy Mitchell.

See attached statement of Merritt Drayton taken 04-11-86^ at 1430 hours.

Mr. Draytpn transpoirted by "the writer^ Sgt. McCoy and Det. Hicks to idie 1700
vnnck of na-r«=TTir>nt Avenue. Drayton pointed out the area where the assault occurred.

lEhi s was ocxisistent with the r^xart fil^ on 09-17-83.

Mattie Davis vras fourai in the 1800 block of Claremont Avenue. Ste was tran^rted

along with. Mr. Draytpn to 345 E. 9tfa Street. Mr. Drayton had already signed a

Consent Search for the residence, at which time the writer and.Det. Hichs and

Sgt. McCtoy retrieved an ax handle with black tape wrapped around it. Mr. Drayton

advised that this was the stick used in the assault of. Arthur Wilson. Sgt.

McCoy took polaroid pictures of the weapon.

Merritt Drayton and Mattie Mae Davis were not left, alone dinring the time they
\jistre^ fyansported tcjgether and they were not allowed to talk about the incident.

Mattie Mae Davis and Mr. Drayton were transported back tci the Public Safety

Center at vhich time Mr. Drayton was given a polygr^h examination. Ms. Davis
was interviewed hy the writer and Det. Hicdcs. . ■

Mattie Mae Davis was intearviewed ,at 1747 hoinrs on 04-11-86. She advised the
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April 11, 2019 – Arthur Wilson, Part II 

Page # Summary Exhibit 

1 Interview of MWD on April 11, 2019 by Brian Ziegler 
(BTZ), Catherine Matoian (CLM), and Beth Tanner 
(DET).  Julie Boyer, counsel for MWD, was also present. 

 

2 Exhibit list.  

3 The plan is to finish discussing the Wilson case, take a 
break, then begin with the Bryson case. 

 

4-6 MWD reviews Exhibit 52 and make highlights. Exhibit 52 – Statement  

7 MWD does not remember saying Mitchell clotheslined 
the victim or about him being hit in the back of the 
head with an ax handle.  Before the statements were 
taken, there were “scribble statements” written down 
to go over. 

 

8 MWD would start writing a statement and police 
would tell him it didn’t look right and he would have to 
start writing again. He thinks he wrote four different 
statements. 

 

9 The statements were changed numerous times, MWD 
said, until one was used for the indictment.  If a change 
was made, he would rewrite the whole statement and 
police would put the first statement to the side. 

 

10-11 MWD is asked about not highlighting a reference to the 
victim being clotheslined on Exhibit 45 yesterday. He 
can’t remember if he said that because there were so 
many statements.   Exhibits 53 and 54 are introduced.  
MWD did not write exhibit 53.  Some of the 
handwriting on Exhibit 54 looks like his and some 
doesn’t. 

Exhibit 53 – Handwritten 
statement 
Exhibit 54 – Handwritten 
statement  

12-14 Discussion of which parts of Exhibit 54 MWD thinks is 
his writing and which parts are not his writing. 

 

14 Exhibits 53 and 54 are the statements he mentioned 
earlier about writing with police.  MWD states that he 
never referred to Mattie Mae as his wife.  

 

15 Some parts of Exhibit 53 are inaccurate. MWD does 
not recall telling police about Mattie Mae being 
pregnant and potato salad. 

 

15-16 MWD recalls doing four written statements.  

16-17 MWD thinks the witnesses who came forward from 
the drink house in 1986 could provide facts that 
supported his story because they talked with Mattie 
Mae after he talked with Mattie Mae. He believes the 
witnesses were told what to say because “there is a 95 
percent chance” they could not have seen what they 
said they saw. 

 



 

18 MWD states there were always vehicles, including two 
large trucks, parked in the street. He does not know if 
they were there on the day of the crime, but “they 
always stay there.”  

 

19 Most people who left out the back door of the drink 
house didn’t walk through the yard to the front 
because it was junky and there was no light. They 
would go out to 17th or 18th St.  Other than Mattie Mae, 
MWD never talked with any of the other people from 
the drink house about getting a story together. 

 

20 MWD thinks it is important that Mattie Mae said she 
was 6 feet away from the crime and did not mention 
the ax handle.  

 

21  MWD learned that Mattie Mae never mentioned the 
ax handle from Zerwick. MWD said he knew Mattie 
Mae did not see an ax handle because there wasn’t 
one.  When asked if there is anything else he replied, 
“Just the wild stuff that – the crazy statements I made 
that screwed the whole thing up by making them. And 
that’s the hard part, understanding why I did it” (p. 21, 
lines 12-15). 
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         1                         P R O C E E D I N G S 

 

         2 

 

         3               MS. MATOIAN:  Good to see you again. 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  I couldn't sleep at all. 

 

         5               MS. MATOIAN:  No. 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  I stayed up all night trying to go 

 

         7     back and remember things. 

 

         8               MS. TANNER:  That's okay. 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  It was rough. 

 

        10               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  So we're going to start with a 

 

        11     little bit of the Wilson case.  We don't have -- I don't 

 

        12     have very many questions left in that, and then we're going 

 

        13     to take like a -- a break, literally like turn off the 

 

        14     recorders, take a break, and then we'll talking about the 

 

        15     Bryson case. 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  Okay. 

 

        17               MS. TANNER:  Okay? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh. 

 

        19               MS. MATOIAN:  And I think they're going to bring 

 

        20     you a lunch so that you don't miss it. 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  Yes. 

 

        22               MY BOYER:  We asked (inaudible) -- 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        24               MS. TANNER:  We -- yeah. 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  We discussed that yesterday and 
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         1     they said, You're going to be in there a long time.  We're 

 

         2     going to have to just fix your lunch and bring it to you. 

 

         3               MS. MATOIAN:  Right. 

 

         4               MS. TANNER:  Yes.  So they seem to be prepared for 

 

         5     that. 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  They're prepared. 

 

         7               MS. TANNER:  So we will -- we will definitely make 

 

         8     that a thing.  If you need a break at any point, just let me 

 

         9     know. 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  All right. 

 

        11               MS. TANNER:  And if you don't understand something 

 

        12     I ask you, just let me know, okay? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  Okay. 

 

        14               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  So one of the processes we 

 

        15     were doing yesterday was having you look at some of the 

 

        16     reports that had been written about statements you had made. 

 

        17     There's only one more if those.  It's already been marked as 

 

        18     52.  So I am going to show you that. 

 

        19               It starts -- you'll see the black lines.  That 

 

        20     will help you know when to start -- 

 

        21               MR. WILLIAMS:  Stop. 

 

        22               MS. TANNER:  -- and kind of stop and then start 

 

        23     and stop, okay.  And Catee has the highlighter.  I'm going 

 

        24     to steal it. 

 

        25               MS. MATOIAN:  Uh-huh. 
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         1               MS. TANNER:  There you go.  We're going to do 

 

         2     orange today. 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  All right. 

 

         4               MS. MATOIAN:  Or pink.  Your preference. 

 

         5               MS. TANNER:  Yeah.  It's truly embarrassing how I 

 

         6     take notes. 

 

         7               MS. MATOIAN:  If it works for you, it works for 

 

         8     you. 

 

         9               MS. TANNER:  Exactly. 

 

        10               MS. MATOIAN:  I still take notes the way my 

 

        11     7th grade science teacher made us take notes.  It's just 

 

        12     burned into my brain. 

 

        13               MY BOYER:  (Inaudible.) 

 

        14               (Inaudible conversation held off record.) 

 

        15                               (Pause.) 

 

        16               MY BOYER:  (Inaudible.) 

 

        17               MS. MATOIAN:  I think it's just going to be 

 

        18     happening all day today. 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  The table? 

 

        20               MS. MATOIAN:  Uh-huh. 

 

        21               MY BOYER:  Yeah.  I'll stop leaning on it because 

 

        22     every time I stop leaning on it, it just like flies at you. 

 

        23     And that's -- 

 

        24               MS. TANNER:  It's one of the ones they just use in 

 

        25     the back for shake down.  So probably raggedy by now. 
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         1                               (Pause.) 

 

         2               MS. TANNER:  It should be the same thing on the 

 

         3     last page here. 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  This page? 

 

         5               MS. TANNER:  Yep.  There's just -- it looks like 

 

         6     there's just that one little paragraph right there.  I think 

 

         7     that might just be about your polygraph. 

 

         8               What are we on? 

 

         9               MS. MATOIAN:  Fifty-three. 

 

        10               MS. TANNER:  I'm going to show him these.  Is that 

 

        11     your writing? 

 

        12               MS. MATOIAN:  Uh-huh. 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  (Inaudible.) 

 

        14               MS. MATOIAN:  Oh, okay. 

 

        15               MS. TANNER:  So -- it doesn't matter.  Can we put 

 

        16     them together? 

 

        17               MS. MATOIAN:  Huh?  Yeah. 

 

        18               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        19               MS. MATOIAN:  (Inaudible.)  I think that's fine. 

 

        20               MS. TANNER:  (Inaudible.)  Thank you. 

 

        21               Okay, thank you. 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        23               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  So I'm looking at Exhibit 52. 

 

        24     Okay, let's do talk about this.  So this -- what you've 

 

        25     highlighted here is on page 2 of Exhibit 52. 
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         1               "At that time, Sammy Mitchell and Darryl Hunt came 

 

         2     up on him and Arthur Wilson.  At this time, Sammy Mitchell 

 

         3     clotheslined Art." 

 

         4               So when we talked yesterday -- do you have that, 

 

         5     51 -- you said you don't remember saying to police that 

 

         6     Sammy Mitchell and Darryl Hunt came up on him and 

 

         7     clotheslined him.  What is incorrect about that? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  I can't remember saying that. 

 

         9               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  I just don't remember saying that. 

 

        11               MS. TANNER:  The part about striking Art in the 

 

        12     back of the head with an ax handle? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  I can't remember -- 

 

        14               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- saying that.  It was -- there 

 

        16     were -- before most of the statements were ever done, there 

 

        17     were so many -- I don't know what you'd call them -- like 

 

        18     just scribble statements -- 

 

        19               MS. TANNER:  Right. 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- back and forth, back and forth 

 

        21     until -- 

 

        22               MS. TANNER:  Scribble state -- tell me more about 

 

        23     that. 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  It's like -- it's like writing 

 

        25     something down and go over it. 
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         1               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  Make the corrections, and once the 

 

         3     correction made, they use that. 

 

         4               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  And that was just it.  It's nothing 

 

         6     -- nothing concrete. 

 

         7               MS. TANNER:  When you would make a correction -- 

 

         8     when you say "scribble" it, do you mean something you wrote 

 

         9     down about what happened? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  Like my statement, when I start to 

 

        11     write it and they'll read it and it didn't look right and I 

 

        12     had to start writing again. 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  Their idea of the statements then 

 

        15     -- after last night when I thought about it -- was that they 

 

        16     were more concerned about getting the grand jury to believe 

 

        17     -- have a statement that was believable -- 

 

        18               MS. TANNER:  Who was "they"? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- for the indictment.  Mr. Weaver 

 

        20     (sic).  And I went through -- it was more than two 

 

        21     statements.  I think it's like four, four different 

 

        22     statements. 

 

        23               MS. TANNER:  And when you say "four statements," 

 

        24     do you mean the ones you wrote down? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 
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         1               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  And they were changed numerous time 

 

         3     until one was made that they used for the indictment. 

 

         4               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  When the statements would 

 

         5     change, what would happen -- so let's say we've got 

 

         6     statement one, you've written it, and you're going to make a 

 

         7     change to statement one.  What would happen to statement 

 

         8     one?  Would you make the changes on that statement or would 

 

         9     you start again? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  We'd do the whole statement over. 

 

        11               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  What did the police do with 

 

        12     statement one in your presence? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  They just moved it to the side and 

 

        14     I started over. 

 

        15               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  And then they would take -- go back 

 

        17     to this -- this statement and look at it for the comparison. 

 

        18               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  And then once it suited them, they 

 

        20     would just -- they'll just keep on going. 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  And you thought that you wrote 

 

        22     out at least four statements? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  There were four statements written. 

 

        24               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  Different ones. 
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         1               MS. TANNER:  On -- on Exhibit 45 that we talked 

 

         2     about yesterday -- I know we've looked at a lot of 

 

         3     statements, okay -- there is also a part about Sammy 

 

         4     clotheslining Art with his arm that you didn't highlight. 

 

         5     Do you have a recollection of whether or not you told police 

 

         6     that Mr. Mitchell clotheslined Art with his arm? 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  I tried all night last night to 

 

         8     remember as much as I can, what I had told them, I couldn't 

 

         9     -- couldn't remember some parts of it. 

 

        10               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  I couldn't remember that at all. 

 

        12               MS. TANNER:  So let me make sure I'm understanding 

 

        13     you're -- what you're saying.  You couldn't remember telling 

 

        14     police that Sammy clotheslined Art with his -- with his arm? 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  It was so long ago.  I tried to 

 

        16     bring most this stuff back, see if I could remember. 

 

        17               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  Since there were so many different 

 

        19     statements. 

 

        20               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Yes.  There -- yes, I see 

 

        21     that.  Okay. 

 

        22               Okay. I'm also now going to show you what we've 

 

        23     marked as 53 and 54.  These are handwritten statements. 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        25               (Exhibit Numbers 53 and 54 were introduced.) 
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         1               MS. TANNER:  And the first thing I'm going to ask 

 

         2     you is -- I'm going to look at 53 first -- do you recognize 

 

         3     that handwriting, like the actual handwriting itself? 

 

         4               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  It's not mine. 

 

         5               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Let's look at 54.  Do you 

 

         6     recognize this handwriting, like the actual handwriting 

 

         7     itself? 

 

         8                               (Pause.) 

 

         9               MS. TANNER:  So just the -- just the handwriting. 

 

        10     If you see there's like three -- this page is turned 

 

        11     sideways.  I don't have answers for that.  That's just how 

 

        12     we received the copy.  But do you recognize that 

 

        13     handwriting? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  I'm looking at it.  It's strange 

 

        15     because some of the handwriting does look like mine, but 

 

        16     some of it -- some of it don't.  I -- 

 

        17               MS. TANNER:  Looking at the first page of page 54, 

 

        18     can you tell me what handwriting looks like yours?  Just 

 

        19     point to any line. 

 

        20               MR. WILLIAMS:  That would not be mine. 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  Which one? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  "Vodka and beer" -- 

 

        23               MS. TANNER:  So is it -- 

 

        24               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- "and some wine," no. 

 

        25               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  I can show you my writing.  Some of 

 

         2     it look like mine, but no. 

 

         3               MS. TANNER:  So let me make sure that I'm being 

 

         4     clear about the separation between facts that you feel like 

 

         5     you may not have accurately reported to police and the 

 

         6     actual handwriting you see on here, okay. 

 

         7               So are you saying that the handwriting that 

 

         8     created "Vodka and a beer" and whatever it is to the end of 

 

         9     that sentence -- I'm struggling to read upside down -- does 

 

        10     not look like your handwriting? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  It's not my handwriting. 

 

        12               MS. TANNER:  It's not your handwriting? 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 

 

        14               MS. TANNER:  Is there some lines on here that are 

 

        15     your handwriting? 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  It is strange.  Someone either 

 

        17     tried to copy my handwriting 'cause I don't -- my Ws 

 

        18     definitely -- this handwriting is not mine 'cause I have a 

 

        19     sloppy cursive writing. 

 

        20               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  So you do have a sloppy 

 

        21     cursive writing -- 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        23               MS. TANNER:  -- and you're saying you don't 

 

        24     recognize -- 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  No. 
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         1               MS. TANNER:  -- some of this as yours? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  This right here -- 

 

         3               MS. TANNER:  Down here where it says "To Sammy," 

 

         4     this piece here? 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         6               MS. TANNER:  What -- 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  I know -- 

 

         8               MS. TANNER:  -- what about that? 

 

         9               MR. WILLIAMS:  That's my handwriting. 

 

        10               MS. TANNER:  That's your handwriting? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        12               MS. TANNER:  I'm going to just let you put an 

 

        13     orange mark right there just on that line that you think is 

 

        14     your handwriting. 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  The whole thing that's my 

 

        16     handwriting? 

 

        17               MS. TANNER:  That you think is, yeah, on 

 

        18     Exhibit 54.  Okay. 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  That.  There's quite a few little 

 

        20     things that definitely not my handwriting. 

 

        21               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  So I know we've just looked at 

 

        22     page 1 of Exhibit 54 -- 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        24               MS. TANNER:  -- and you've highlighted this 

 

        25     section right here that you say looks like something that 
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         1     you might have written, and the rest of this first page, at 

 

         2     least, you don't recognize as your own handwriting? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-uh. 

 

         4               MS. TANNER:  Yes, sir. 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  I know this is my -- my writing. 

 

         6               MS. TANNER:  You know that's your writing -- 

 

         7               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         8               MS. TANNER:  -- that's in orange.  Okay. 

 

         9               So in looking at Exhibit 53 and 54, do these look 

 

        10     like the handwritten statements that we've been talking 

 

        11     about that police would work with you on creating? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yes. 

 

        13               MS. TANNER:  They do? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        15               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  Because there's some changes 

 

        17     in them.  There's some difference in -- in the statements. 

 

        18               MS. TANNER:  Explain to me what you mean by that. 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  Well, for one, I never referred to 

 

        20     Mattie Mae as my wife, period.  I never referred to her as 

 

        21     that.  They use the term "wife" because we lived together so 

 

        22     long, they considered it was common law marriage.  And I 

 

        23     don't believe in that mess. 

 

        24               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  It's just some of the things are 
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         1     not as it was. 

 

         2               MS. TANNER:  When you say "some of the things are 

 

         3     not as it was," I just want to make sure I'm clarifying on 

 

         4     that.  Is it that some of the facts in there are simply not 

 

         5     accurate? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  Fact.  Facts in here. 

 

         7               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  Especially here.  Because I don't 

 

         9     know who wrote this. 

 

        10               MS. TANNER:  And that's in Exhibit 53? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  About -- 

 

        12               MS. TANNER:  What is the statement that you're 

 

        13     saying "especially here"? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  About her being pregnant. 

 

        15               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  Potato salad and stuff.  No. 

 

        17               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  So that -- we talked about 

 

        18     that yesterday, right -- 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah.  No. 

 

        20               MS. TANNER:  -- like you don't recall telling 

 

        21     police that? 

 

        22               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah. 

 

        23               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Okay.  I'm going to take these 

 

        24     back.  I'm sorry. 

 

        25               And your recollection is that you did how many 
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         1     written statements in -- 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  Four. 

 

         3               MS. TANNER:  -- in Arthur Wilson?  Four.  Okay. 

 

         4               Okay.  I'm going to give you those so I don't lose 

 

         5     them. 

 

         6               Okay.  So the last couple of little bit of things 

 

         7     I wanted to ask you about is, I know we talked yesterday 

 

         8     about Big Titty Barb and Patricia Williams and that you had 

 

         9     identified those two individuals to the police. 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        11               MS. TANNER:  And we talked a little bit about what 

 

        12     some of the people at the drink house said.  So my question 

 

        13     to you is -- you know, quite a few people at the drink house 

 

        14     ended up coming forward in 1986 about various facts related 

 

        15     to the Arthur Wilson case -- 

 

        16               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        17               MS. TANNER:  -- right?  So some would say that 

 

        18     Sammy and Darryl and you were there; some would say Sammy 

 

        19     had a stick; some would say -- you know, we talked about 

 

        20     Patricia and Barb and how they, you know, went out with the 

 

        21     police, and maybe witnessed this crime.  But what is your 

 

        22     explanation of why these individuals from the drink house in 

 

        23     1986 would come forward with facts that supported the story 

 

        24     that you were telling? 

 

        25               MR. WILLIAMS:  They knew about -- they knew about 
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         1     my story. 

 

         2               MS. TANNER:  How? 

 

         3               MR. WILLIAMS:  Because the police took the men -- 

 

         4     and the same way Mattie Mae got to know about my story was 

 

         5     that people talked to her.  I talked to her.  They allowed 

 

         6     me to talk to her and fill her in. 

 

         7               MS. TANNER:  Who? 

 

         8               MR. WILLIAMS:  The police when they took us in the 

 

         9     room. 

 

        10               MS. TANNER:  Who did you talk to? 

 

        11               MR. WILLIAMS:  Mattie Mae. 

 

        12               MS. TANNER:  Mattie Mae. 

 

        13               MR. WILLIAMS:  Had her in the room.  You have to 

 

        14     remember, they had to have been told what to say, because if 

 

        15     you came out of Ezelle house, drink house, there was a 

 

        16     95 percent chance you would never get to see what they say 

 

        17     they seen.  On that side of the road, there were two large 

 

        18     truck always parked, 24/7.  And they'd have to go clear 

 

        19     across the other side of the road to where the new drink 

 

        20     house was to look down the street.  And if they came out the 

 

        21     house together, that'd be impossible.  'Cause the only way 

 

        22     out the house together is to come through the front door, 

 

        23     not the back door. 

 

        24               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  So who owned the two large 

 

        25     trucks sitting in front of Ezelle's all the time? 
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         1               MR. WILLIAMS:  I don't know.  When you come out -- 

 

         2     if you come here there's -- if you come out the front door 

 

         3     and come down the steps, there was like a vacant lot here 

 

         4     and then it started houses.  But from the end of his 

 

         5     driveway here going that way, there were trucks and cars 

 

         6     parked on both sides of the road all the time, 24/7. 

 

         7               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Do you know whether or not 

 

         8     there were cars and trucks parked there on September 17, 

 

         9     1983? 

 

        10               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  They always stays there. 

 

        11               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Were they like working 

 

        12     vehicles, like you could get in the car and crank them and 

 

        13     move them? 

 

        14               MR. WILLIAMS:  Yeah, you could.  But these people, 

 

        15     they work to probably about 7 o'clock when the liquor house 

 

        16     was starting to getting filled -- 

 

        17               MS. TANNER:  Uh-huh. 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  -- they would all be park there. 

 

        19     Those were the people that lived there.  Some lived and they 

 

        20     just park their vehicles on -- on that side of the street 

 

        21     and on the other side. 

 

        22               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  It was very seldom any vacant 

 

        24     spots. 

 

        25               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Why couldn't you go out the 
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         1     back of Ezelle's? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  You could.  But if you did, you 

 

         3     wouldn't come back on the side of his house.  You had to go 

 

         4     all the way around to behind that church. 

 

         5               MS. TANNER:  Could you walk up through the grass? 

 

         6               MR. WILLIAMS:  You could, but 90 percent of the 

 

         7     people never walked that way.  There was no light at all on 

 

         8     that side of the house.  And it was what you call junky.  So 

 

         9     most people just walked -- go out the back door.  And there 

 

        10     was a yard, one tree, and you walk past the tree and take a 

 

        11     -- from the house, now you take a left and that will bring 

 

        12     you back to -- I guess you call that 17th Street or 18th 

 

        13     Street. 

 

        14               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

        15               MR. WILLIAMS:  Right down from it.  That's the 

 

        16     only way you could get there. 

 

        17               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Other than the meeting with 

 

        18     Mattie Mae where y'all sat in a room and talked, was there 

 

        19     ever a time when you talked with any of the other 

 

        20     individuals at the drink house after you were arrested for 

 

        21     Mary Smith related to getting a story together or straight 

 

        22     or providing details? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  No.  I didn't never know they had 

 

        24     made -- they did all these statements until after they had 

 

        25     took them downtown and they said they talked to them.  And 

 

 

 

 

  



                                                                        20 

 

 

         1     that's when the detective told me, said, They collaborated 

 

         2     your story.  And it was strange because they know it's been 

 

         3     -- it was a make-up story; it was not -- never true. 

 

         4               MS. TANNER:  Okay. 

 

         5               MR. WILLIAMS:  You know they couldn't see nothing 

 

         6     like that. 

 

         7               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Okay.  Okay.  So one of the 

 

         8     last things we ask in a case is -- and, you know, we can 

 

         9     obviously come back and see you if we have to, but, you 

 

        10     know, this is kind of our opportunity before we get to a 

 

        11     Commission hearing to talk to you about anything that might 

 

        12     be important in this Arthur Wilson case.  We're going to 

 

        13     talk about Blanche Bryson separately. 

 

        14               So we have talked for a long time about Arthur 

 

        15     Wilson.  But is there anything that I have not asked you or 

 

        16     any fact that we have not talked about that you think might 

 

        17     be important to our understanding in this case? 

 

        18               MR. WILLIAMS:  Place -- you placed Mattie Mae on 

 

        19     the scene of the crime.  She said -- she said that she was 

 

        20     6 feet away from the crime.  In her statements, the ax 

 

        21     handle never appeared. 

 

        22               MS. TANNER:  In Mattie Mae's statements? 

 

        23               MR. WILLIAMS:  It never appeared in her 

 

        24     statements. 

 

        25               MS. TANNER:  When did you learn that it never 
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         1     appeared in her statements? 

 

         2               MR. WILLIAMS:  When Ms. Phoebe, did -- she have 

 

         3     the same -- she had the whole collaborate of the whole thing 

 

         4     and she asked me the same thing.  She said, You know, Mattie 

 

         5     Mae never mentioned your ax handle.  She said, She didn't 

 

         6     even see one. 

 

         7               And I told Phoebe, I said, I know she didn't 

 

         8     because there wasn't one.  There was no such thing.  But 

 

         9     that was all I could say.  Nobody never went back and 

 

        10     questioned her.  Nobody did. 

 

        11               MS. TANNER:  Anything else? 

 

        12               MR. WILLIAMS:  Just the wild stuff that -- the 

 

        13     crazy statements I made that screwed the whole thing up by 

 

        14     making them.  And that's the hard part, understanding why I 

 

        15     did it.  That's the only thing I can think of. 

 

        16               MS. TANNER:  Okay.  Anything else for you in 

 

        17     Wilson?  Okay.  We are going to take a break, turn the 

 

        18     recorders off and then start again, okay? 

 

        19               MR. WILLIAMS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        20               (End of the recording.) 

 

        21 

 

        22 

 

        23 

 

        24 

 

        25 
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                                CERTIFICATION OF TRANSCRIPT 

 

 

 

                    This is to certify that the 22 pages of this transcript 

 

               of the recorded interview of Merritt Williams Drayton, 

 

               Vol. II, was taken on April 11, 2019, is a true and accurate 

 

               transcript to the best of my ability. 

 

                    I further certify that I am not counsel for nor related 

 

               to any party or attorney, nor am I interested in the results 

 

               of this action. 

 

                    This the 20th day of April 2019. 

 

 

 

 

         
                                             ________________________ 
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Supplement Report

On 04-09-8(5 the writer, Det. R. N. Weavil, ssbA Det. R. A. Spillrnail} Det.

T. H. Hicks went to the Forsyth CovintY Jail to talk with Merritt Drayton in-

EXHIBfT

E. RQU
coprES

reference to sane infonn^tion that he had on a hcniicide. Mr. Drayton had contacted

personnel at the jail, who had in turn contacted Det. ̂ ilJman about this information.

\idiile at the jail, Mr. Drayton advisdd the writer that he had witnessed a hctnicide

which had occurred 09-17-83 on ClareniDnt Avenue. He stated that Samity Mitchell and

Darryl Hunt had beat Art Wilson with.a stick. Mr. Drayton stated that he was a

witness to the actual assault. .

Bie writer was not familiar with this particular homiGide aiid returned to the

Public Safely Center, where the report was found. ®he information given by Mr.

Drayton was. consistent with the information in the police report.

Oh 04-11-86 at 1310 hours the writer and Det. T. H. Hicks went to the Forsyth

County Jail and picked vp Marxitt Drayton. Mr.. Drayton vra.s to be transported to

the location ̂ ere the incident occurred in an attenpt for him to. point out the

actual ̂ t of the incident. While eniroute, lyt. Drayton made the statement, "What

are th^ going to. do to me vheh they find out I was involved in this?" At thiis

fiinp Mr. Drayton was tran^orted to the Public Safety Center, where he was advised

of his Miranda Rights, which he waived. Mr. Drayton gave the wnritea: and Det.

Hicks a statement in wdiich he advised that he was with his coitniDn-law wife, Mattie

Mae Davis, at the drink house on Claramont Ayenue on 09-17'^83. He stated that there

were several other people in the drink house. Some of the people that he knew

for sure that were there were Sanny Mitchell, Darryl Hunt, Ezelle, and Arthur

Wilson. Mr. Drayton stated it VTas around 9:00 or 9:30 at night when he got to
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the ̂ ink hause. Mr. Drayton stated that Arthur Wilson was buying drinks for

the ladies in the drink house. He stat^ that Sannty Miixhell got upset and.

had words with Arthur Wilson, because Mr. Wilson refused to ,b^ him a drink.

Mr. Drayton stated to the writer that Darryl Hunt asked him to go to the bade roan.

\diich is near a bathrocm, at which time he talked. to Satmy Mitchell and Darryl Hunt

about Arthur Wilson. At this time it was brought up. that Mr. Wilson had a lot .of

money on him and they could have a good party. Mr. Drayton stated he left the

drink house, to tiuy sane .wine. On returning to the drink house, he again was called

to a back roan, where he talked with Saimy Mitch^l and Darryl Hunt again about

Arthur Wilson. At this time Sanny. Mitchell asked him to take Mr,. Wilson fron the

driiik house, down to Redd's Drink House, vhich is south of that location on Clareraont

Avenue.

Mr. Drayton advised the writer that he, along with his wife and Arthur Wilson went

out the back door of the drink house, and started towards Claremont Avenue. He

stated while walking south on Clargnont Avenue Mattie Mae Davis hesitated and at

that time Samtry 'Mitchell-and Darryl Hunt came up on him and Arthur Wilson. At

this, time Samny Mitchell clotheslined Art. Art fell to the ground and Satmy

started stxiking Art. in the back of the head with an ax handle. He stated

Darryl started kicking him in the head and body with his boots. Mr. Drayton

stated that they l^ed Mr. Wilson up off the ground, at which ■time Saitny Mitchell
told him to get the money fron his pocket:. Mr. Drayton stated he readied into
b-i.'; pocket and reiioved the noney from the victim's right front pocket. Mc..
Drayton advised the writer ttot the licks started sounding mushy, referring
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to the sticdc hitting the victim.

Mc. Drayton advjsed the ynriter that he gave tJie money to Saimy Mitchell.

See attached statement of Merritt Drayton taken 04-11-86^ at 1430 hours.

Mr. Draytpn transpoirted by "the writer^ Sgt. McCoy and Det. Hicks to idie 1700
vnnck of na-r«=TTir>nt Avenue. Drayton pointed out the area where the assault occurred.

lEhi s was ocxisistent with the r^xart fil^ on 09-17-83.

Mattie Davis vras fourai in the 1800 block of Claremont Avenue. Ste was tran^rted

along with. Mr. Draytpn to 345 E. 9tfa Street. Mr. Drayton had already signed a

Consent Search for the residence, at which time the writer and.Det. Hichs and

Sgt. McCtoy retrieved an ax handle with black tape wrapped around it. Mr. Drayton

advised that this was the stick used in the assault of. Arthur Wilson. Sgt.

McCoy took polaroid pictures of the weapon.

Merritt Drayton and Mattie Mae Davis were not left, alone dinring the time they
\jistre^ fyansported tcjgether and they were not allowed to talk about the incident.

Mattie Mae Davis and Mr. Drayton were transported back tci the Public Safety

Center at vhich time Mr. Drayton was given a polygr^h examination. Ms. Davis
was interviewed hy the writer and Det. Hicdcs. . ■

Mattie Mae Davis was intearviewed ,at 1747 hoinrs on 04-11-86. She advised the
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27 writer and Det . Hicks that she was at Ezelle's drink houseon the night of

the assault on Arthur Wilson. She stated that she ranaiibered Sanny Mitchell

trying to pick a fight wiihi the victim. She stated that she did not remaiiber

the victim saying anything back to Mr. Mitchell. She advised later in the night

that Merritt and herself were leaving the drink house on Claremont Avenue, at

vdiich she observed Mr. Wilson on Claremont Avenue. She stated that Samrty

Mitchell and Darryl Hunt came up to Mr. Wilson and -that Sarany Mitchell pushed the

man and he fell to the ground. She stated at this tione that she could not see

what Dairyl was doing and that she turned and went back to the drink house.'

After the corpletioh of the polygraph examination of Merritt Drayton, Mr. Drayton

gave another wiritten statement, taken on 04—11—86 at 1752 hours, at the Public Safety

Center. Mr. Draytx>n's second writrten statement was consistent with the first.

except Mr. Drayton admitted being involved in the assault of the victim and stated

that after Saimy Miixhell had hit him with a stick and he had passed Mr. Mitchell

the money, Samoy Mitchell gave Mr. Drayton the stick, at which time.he hit the

victim no more than three times on the back, with the ax handle.

On 04-14-86 the writer, Det. l^illman and Det. Hicks placed a bcxtymike on Mattie

Mae Davis in an effort to record a conversation between her and Samoy Mitxhell about

the hcsnicide of Arthur Wilsoni Ms. Davis was taken to several locations, in an

effort to find Sanny Mitchell with negative resul-fcs.. At approximately 1532 hours

Mr. .Mitchell was locatzed outside of his residence at 760 N. Patterson Avenue, at

which time Ms,. Davis made contact with him.- She advised Mr. Mitchell that ̂ e

needed to see him at her residence at 1630 hours. Mr. Mitchell sta-ted that
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l^£CEiVED APB1 4

JAMEStf FCRCySON,»

ADAM trvm

MCLVIN L '

JONATHAN WM.4^5

KARLAOkmS

YVONNE M1MS CVAN&

JOHNW ORCEHAM

UESLIEJ WINNER

JOHNT. NOCKUEBV

OeRALDtNeSUMTER

FRANK Et EMORY, JR-

THOMAS M STERN

FERGUSON, STEIN, WATT, WALLAS 8c ADKINS, P.A.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

SUITE 730 EAST INDEPENDENCE PLAZA

gsi SOUTH INDCPENDENCE BOULEVARD

CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA Z8202

TELEPHONE a04»37S»e4e I

20

April 21, 1986

9 NORTH COLUMBIA STREET

CHAPEL HILL. NORTH CAROLINA 27514

TELEPHONE <919) 993-9300

INCHAPELHILL

ADAM STEIN

THOMAS M STERN

Mr. Gordon W. Jenkins
Jenkins, Lucas, Babb & Jenkins
350 NCNB Building
Winston-Salem, North Carolina 27101

Mr. S. Mark Rabil
Bowden and Rabil
3000 Bethesda Place
Suite 701
Wlnston-Salem, North Carolina 27103

Re: Darryl Hunt

Dear Gordon & Mark;

Adam asked me to dictate the notes which I took when he and I
met with Darryl Hunt at the Southern Correctional Facility in Troy on
April 18, 1986. I have enclosed a memo for your attention. I have put
question marks after words which I had to spell phonetically and left
blanks when Darryl was unable to recall specific facts or names.; If you
have any questions about any of the information, please give me a call,
I expect Adam will be back in the office on Tuesday,

Sincerely,

lomas M. Stern

TMS:sll

Enclosure
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Darryl Hunt File

FROM: Tom

DATE; April 21, 1986

RE: Interview with Darryl at Troy, North Carolina Prison
April 18, 1986

DARRYL'S Oimmimim by WINgrON-SALEM OFFimRg

Adam and 1 arrived at the prison at approximately 11:45 am. We noted
in the sign-in book that officers McKoy, Spellman and Hicks had arrived
at 11:00 am. With very little delay, Superintendent Bumgardner ushered
us into the interrogation room where officers Hicks and Spellman were
questioning Hunt. After a short speech by Spellman about the virtue of
"coming clean," etc., Adam and I had an opportunity to talk -with Darryl
by himself. Darryl told us that when the officers first started questioning
him, he requested to have a lawyer present. He said that he signed
something stating that he would not answer any questions until his
lawyer was present. Notwithstanding Darryl's wishes, Spellman and
Hicks stayed in the room and Spellman stated that Darryl was letting
Sammy "take you down again." Hicks chimed in with a, "its in your best
interest to tell us the truth" line. Spellman then assured Darryl that this
was not like the "other" case—it was a new ballgame. The officers then
re-read the rights waiver to him. Darryl repeated that he wanted to
wait for his lawyers before he talked to the officers. This process was
repeated five or six times until we arrived. Darryl was sure he did not
make any statements about the incident in question. The only thing of
substance he said was in response to Hicks who was insinuating that he
had lied at the last trial. Darryl quipped that he told the truth last time
and would tell the truth this time, but he wanted to wait for his lawyers
before he said anything to the officers.

THE mClDKNT

Darryl has a pretty good recollection of where he was during the week
end in question since he learned about the homicide the Saturday
morning immediately after it happened. The Friday night before the
homicide [we told Darryl that it was reported to have occurred between 3
and 4 am, Saturday morning] Darryl was house-sitting for Lawrence
Mvers who was serving his first of two weekends in Jail for a DUI
conviction. Lawrence runs a liquor house at his place, and Darryl was
supposed to collect the money to replace liquor that was used.
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Also staying at the house was Alfonzo , who performs autopsies at
Bowman Gray Hospital, and Lawrence's girfriend's son, an 18~year old
whose name Darryl can't remember.

On Friday night, Darryl went to Ezzell's (?) liquor house at Claremont and
19th Street with Roland Rernard BlacXwell. They arrived at the liquor
house at approximately 10:15. They only stayed for one drink.. Darryl
spent the time talking to Bernard. Sammv Mitchell was there talking
with Mary Johnson on the back porch.

Darryl and Bernard left the liquor house at approximately 11 pm.
Bernard was going to drive Darryl back to Lawrence's house. Sammy
Mitchell and Mary Johnson left at the same time. They were headed to
Rosemary 's house, one of Sammy's ex-girlfriends and the mother of
some of his kids. Darryl remembers that he thought it was funny that
Sammy would be taking Mary to his ex-girlfriend's house.

Bernard dropped Darryl off at Lawrence's house at 11:15 pm. Bernard
drove off and didn't see Darryl until the next morning when he and
Sammy came over to Lawrence's house at approximately 10 am.

Darryl went into Lawrence's house and had a conversation with Alfonzo
about the proceeds from that night's liquor business. Alfonzo gave Darryl
the money he had collected. Darryl was supposed to either give
Lawrence the money or replace the liquor that was used—he did neither
and simply kept the money. Darryl then went to bed.

The son of Lawrence's girlfriend came in after Darryl went to sleep.
Darryl did not see him until Saturday morning, when he gave Darryl
some money he had collected stating that he would have given it to
Darryl the night before but Darryl was asleep.

At approximately 10 am, Saturday morning, Bernard and Sammy
Mitchell came by Lawrence's house. Alfonzo let them in. Sammy said
he had taken Mary Johnson to Rosemary's house and they had slept over
there. He also said that he went over to Bernard's house and the two of
them drove over that morning. [1 believe that by this time news of the
homicide had hit the grapevine and the three of them discussed it at
Lawrence's house.]

Darryl recalls that a day or two after the homicide the nephew of the
person who was killed pulled a gun on Sammy in another liquor house
and accused Sammy of killing his uncle. Supposedly the nephew backed
off and let it drop once Sammy explained where he had been that night.

Darryl recalls either Mark or Gordon stating that the district attorney had
brought up this homicide sometime during the Sykes investigation or
trial. Today's interrogation was the first time Darryl had ever been
approached by a police officer about this homicide.
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WITNESSgiS

1. Alfonzo

H€ lives on Carrboro Road and is a friend of Lawrence Myers, He
assists in autopsies which are performed at Bowman Gray Hospital.

2. Lawrence Myers
He lives on 5032 (?) Page Street off of Carrboro Road. His house is

yellowish and is the last house before Page Street makes a big curve
(near the intersection with Carrboro Road). Myers had once been accused
of attempted rape by a female patron of his liquor house. Darryl was
Lawrence's alibi witness at trial and Lawrence was acquitted. Lawrence
works at Reynolds *9 plant.

3. Roland Bernard Blackwell

He lives at 1116 East 19th Street. He had tried once, unsuccessfully,
to visit Darryl in Troy and was expected the next day.

4.
He was the son of Lawrence's girlfriend. We need to talk with

Lawrence to find out his name,

5. Ezzel , Jr.
He is the son of the person who owns the liquor house at 19th and

aaremont Street. He was at the liquor house when Darryl left at
approximately 11 pm.

6. Mary Johnson .
She is a friend of Sammy Mitchell's who saw Bernard and Darryl

leave the liquor house at approximately U pm.

DARRYL'S PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION THE NIGHT OF THE INCIDENT

Darryl recalls that he wearing Jeans because he always wears Jeans. He
knows he was wearing cowboy boots because they belonged to the son of
Lawrence's girlfrend. He was clean shaven and had a hairstyle similar to
his December, 1983 mugshot used in the Sykes investigation.

We instructed Darryl not to talk to anyone about this case, including
police officers, prison inmates or prison officials. We told him that in the
event he is questioned again by police officers, he should 1) request to
leave the interrogation area and return to the general prison area; 2)
state that he does not wish to make any statements; and 3) state that he
wants to talk with his lawyer immediately,
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COUNCH-MCMBeR
KOfrrKEASTWARD

'^amo/cnO'

August 9,2004

Mr. Mcxritt Williams
P.O. Box 310

Polkton,NC 28135

Dear Mr. Williams:

I have received your letter and have tumed it over to the proper authorities for review,
the information you provided will be thoroughly invwtipted.

Yours truly,

pid

pc: Bryce A, Stuart, City Manager
Lee Ganity, As^tant City Manager
Patricia D. Nortis, Police Chief

Dr. Vivian H. Burke

Ma^r Pro Tempore
Council Memb^, Northeast Ward

Posl-lf Fax Note 7671

lJif *hrt'eiu CL. ^  OxU-AiL.
CeA9«eL Co. 1
Phciw# Phone*

Fax*

PUG 25 2004 14:41 3367483060 PAGE.01
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I

mm
MEMO

To: LeeOanity, Assistant City Manager

From: ChiefPatriciaD.Norris, Police Department

Subject: toformation on MenittDrayton-Menitt Williams Investigations
Date; August 3.2004

Provided below is a brief synopsis of the relevant &ets and findings ihat led to Memtt Drayton-Merritt
Williams's convictions in direehotnieidecas«» flat occurred in Winston-Sakm between 1983 atrd 1987,
Ihayton now uses Williams as his sunume.)

The Mary Smidi homicide case, which occurred March 17,1986, was assigned to Detective R. C. Spoon.
Detective Spowi and Detective R. N. Weavil interviewed Merritt Drajrton who was Smith's boyfiimd at ̂
time. Draytoncrmfessed to pushing Ms. Snrifli down a flight ofsieps in a fit ofanger. He was charged with
Voluntary Manslau^ter and on August 06.1987, hepled guilty to fevoluntaor Manslaughter. Drayton was
sentenced to ten years hnpristmment

While in custoii^ for the Smiflj homicide, Mr. Drayton called detectives to die jail where he cmsfessed to die
March 17,1983 murder of Arthur Wilson,bihisconfcssion he spoke ofseveral facts that couldonly have been
known by someone who participated in die murder. He thea took detectives to his apartment where he
produced an ax handle that he identified as die murder weapon. A forensic examinatiOT of d» ax handle
produced fibers that were found to be consistent with the victim's trousers. Mr. Drayton also furnished names
ofoQicrs who may have seen or known about die attack. Some ofthese people testified in trials ̂ inst his co-
defendant Samnty Mitchell and Danyl Hunt Mr. Drayton was charged with First Degree Murder and on
Nov»nber 11,1986 pled guilty to Second Degree Murder. He was sentenced to life intyriswiment

Again, while in custody for the Smith Homicide and now the Wilson Homicide, Mr. Drayton smt word to
detectives via flic jail staff that ho wished to talk widi them fordier. hi the subsequent interview conducted Ity
Detective T. A. Frceland, Drayton confessed to the murder ofBlanch Bryson on December 10,1985. Based
on that confession, fiber analysis work was done at the SBI lab and revealed that wool fibers in a toboggan
recovered at flte crime scene were consistent in origin with wool fibers in a t^ggan fbund in Drayton's
apartment Hair fibers found in the toboggan recovered at the crime scene woe also found to be consistent
wifli hair fibws plui^ed fiom Drayton's scalp. He was charged with Capital Murder and went to trial on July
27,1987. I^yton was found guilty and sent«iced to 99 years impilsonmen!. hi a post conviction interview
cmducted by Detective T. H. Hiekson July 31.1987 in the presence ofattom^ Charles Redding and Kevin
Maun^, Drayton again confessed to his involvement in the homicide.

Patricia DT
Police Chief

/cj

fiUG 25 2004 14541 33674B3060 PAGE.02
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UPDATED WITNESSES FROM THE DRINK HOUSE 
(UPDATES IN GREEN) 
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EZELLE CLOWERS (Deceased at the time of the NCIIC Investigation) 

Date of 
Statement 

9/17/83 4/15/86 4/17/86 10/13/86, Mitchell Trial 2 Testimony 

Who else was 
there? 

The Victim 
drank coffee 
there. No one 
else is named. 

When he got there around 12:30am, 
Sammy Mitchell, Darryl Hunt, "a 
bunch of other people" were there. 
He remembers Mattie Mae, Paul, 
Holiday (the Victim). He can't 
remember if Williams was there. 

Paul, Pat, 
Elnora, Milton 
Peoples, Edith 
Lowery, 
Sammy, and 
Darryl 

A “house full” including Paul Landingham, Edith 
Harris, Barbara Jean Bason, John Henry 
Clowers, and the Victim.  He did not remember 
Williams there that night. On cross, he 
mentions Patricia and Mattie Mae. 

See the Victim 
leave? 

Yes; Left with 
"several" 
subjects 
behind him. 

Yes; He was very drunk, refused cab, 
left out front door walking towards 
the church. 

Yes (no 
elaboration) 

Yes; he said “I’m going to walk down the hill by 
the church and have him some fun” then left 
out the front door.  
 

See Sammy 
Mitchell with a 
stick? 

No mention After police show him the ax handle, 
he says he saw Mitchell with it that 
night. 

Did not see 
anyone with a 
weapon. 

Saw Mitchell with a stick before; believes it 
came from his (Clowers’) yard and Sammy took 
it in the past and wrapped tape around the 
handle. On cross, he says that Mitchell did not 
have the stick that night and he is not sure the 
stick in the picture is the one from his yard. 

See Mitchell and 
Hunt leave? 

No mention Left out the back door (after the 
Victim left) and "came running 
around the side" with a third person. 

Yes (no 
elaboration) 

Unclear; 5-6 people “ran around the house like 
they were playing” after the Victim left.1   

See Williams 
leave? 

No mention No mention No No mention 

See an argument 
between 
Mitchell and the 
Victim? 

No mention They "had words" over the Victim not 
buying Sammy a drink. 

Not an 
argument, 
“just a couple 
of words.” 

The Victim bought a few drinks but refused to 
buy Mitchell anything. 

See the crime? No No No No 

                                                           
1 Clowers appears to have previously testified that he saw Sammy Mitchell run down the hill but in this testimony he stated “I don’t know whether he ran 
down the hill or not.” 
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MATTIE MAE DAVIS 

Date of 
Statement 

4/11/86, 
3:45pm 
 

4/11/86, 
5:47pm 

4/16/86 5/5/86, Probable Cause Hearing 
Testimony 

10/13/86, Mitchell Trial 2 
Testimony 

Who else was 
there? 

No mention She was there 
with Williams. 

Davis, the Victim, Paul 
L., Milton and Elnora 
Peoples, Williams, and 
a couple more people 
including Mitchell and 
Hunt; she did not see 
Ezelle or his wife. 

She was there with Williams; Paul, 
Ezelle, Elnora, Milton, Mitchell, 
Hunt, Pat Williams;  
John and Ezelle Clowers were not 
there. She does not know Barbara 
Bason and is not sure if “Big Titty 
Barb” was there. 

Williams, Barbara, John 
Clowers, Pat, Mitchell, Hunt   

See the 
Victim leave? 

No mention No mention Yes Yes; out the back door. No 

See Sammy 
Mitchell with 
a stick? 

No mention No mention No No mention; she had seen the 
stick at the home where she and 
Williams lived, but did not see it 
that night. 

Did not see Mitchell with 
anything. She had never seen 
the stick police collected 
before. 

See Mitchell 
and Hunt 
leave? 

No mention No mention Yes On cross, she stated that Williams, 
Mitchell, and Hunt left 15-20 
minutes before the Victim. 

No; she left with Williams 
before they left. 

See Williams 
leave? 

No mention She left with 
Williams. 

Yes; she left with him.  On direct, she stated that Williams 
kept going outside, but she left 
with him.  

She left with Williams. 

See an 
argument 
between 
Mitchell and 
the Victim? 

No mention Mitchell tried 
to pick a fight, 
but the Victim 
did not 
respond. 

Yes; Mitchell called 
the Victim names 
when he would not 
buy Mitchell a drink. 

No mention Heard Mitchell ask for the 
Victim to buy a drink and the 
Victim refuse, but 
characterized it as a 
“conversation.” 
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MATTIE MAE DAVIS (CONTINUED) 

Date of 
Statement 

4/11/86, 
3:45pm 
 

4/11/86, 
5:47pm 

4/16/86 5/5/86, Probable Cause Hearing 
Testimony 

10/13/86, Mitchell Trial 2 
Testimony 

See the 
crime? 

After 
denying she 
saw it for an 
hour and a 
half, she 
said she saw 
Mitchell hit 
the Victim 
from 6-8 
feet away. 
Hunt stood 
over the 
Victim. 
Williams did 
nothing. 

Leaving with 
Williams, she 
saw Mitchell 
push the 
Victim down; 
Hunt was 
there but she 
did not see 
what he did. 

Walking with 
Williams, she saw 
Mitchell push the 
Victim, who fell. 
Mitchell began 
kicking him. 
Williams was just 
standing there and 
Hunt was leaning 
over the victim. She 
saw this from 6-8 
feet away.  

She saw the Victim walking up 
the street and “Sammy came 
up and Sammy pushed him in 
his chest and then I seen 
Sammy was kicking the man” 
but did not see Williams or 
anyone else participate. On 
cross, she said she told this to 
police that night.  
 

Yes; She and Williams 
walked past the Victim and 
saw Mitchell and Hunt 
“come from 18th street 
way” (she is crossed on 
having previously testified 
they came from 17th St.); 
Mitchell pushed and 
kicked the Victim. The 
victim was laying “right 
there where the steps.” 
Sammy pushed then 
kicked the Victim. Hunt 
leaned over the Victim and 
Williams did nothing. She 
did not tell police that 
night.  
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MATTIE MAE DAVIS (CONTINUED) 

Date of 
Statement 

1987 Hunt Trial 1 Testimony 3/28/19 NCIIC Interview 4/15/19 NCIIC Deposition 

Who else was 
there? 

Went with Williams; Barbara, Patricia 
Williams, Paul Landingham, Sammy 
Mitchell, Darryl Hunt, the Victim, and 
a lady named Sandra were there; not 
sure about Milton or Elnora Peoples. 

Went with Williams; Paul 
Landingham was working the 
bar; she saw Mitchell and 
Darryl run up the Victim in the 
street.  

House was full; went with Williams; saw Hunt and 
Mitchell. John Clowers, Jr., Barbara, Paul 
Landingham, Patricia, Mitchell, Hunt were all 
regulars. 

See the 
Victim leave? 

No No mention.  No; the Victim was in the kitchen talking when she 
and Williams left. 

See Sammy 
Mitchell with 
a stick? 

No No mention. No 

See Mitchell 
and Hunt 
leave? 

No; she had already left with Williams 
and walked past the Victim on 
Claremont. 

No mention. No; she and Williams had already left. 

See Williams 
leave? 

She left with him. She left with him. She left with him. 

See an 
argument 
between 
Mitchell and 
the Victim? 

She heard Mitchell call the victim bad 
names, but she doesn’t know what it 
was about. The Victim did not 
respond. 

No mention. No mention. 

See the 
Crime? 

Yes; she walked past 18th St. with 
Williams and looked to the right to 
see Mitchell and Hunt heading away 
from Claremont. Mitchell Pushed the 
Victim from behind and kicked him 
twice after he fell. Darryl leaned over 
him. She told Williams to come back 
with her, but she left him with 
Mitchell and Hunt. 

Yes; was at the park with 
Williams when they saw 
Mitchell and Hunt run up to 
the Victim; Williams went to 
them and talked. 

From the bottom of the hill by the park, saw 
Mitchell and Hunt running. Williams went to talk to 
them. Then she saw the Victim coming from the 
drink house. Mitchell pushed the Victim down; 
Mitchell was kicking and beating him while Hunt 
stood over him; Mitchell and Williams went 
through his pockets and Mitchell took a gold watch. 
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PAUL LANDINGHAM (Deceased at the time of the NCIIC Investigation) 

Date of 
Statement 

4/15/86, 5:19pm 4/15/86, 5:57pm 1987 Hunt Trial 1 Testimony 

Who else was 
there? 

10-12 people; names Arthur 
Holiday (the Victim), Patricia LNU, 
Mattie Davis, Johnny Ray Canada, 
Sammy Mitchell, Darryl Hunt, 
Ezelle's wife "Red.” 

No mention Ezelle, Elnora, Milton Peoples, Mattie Davis, 
Patricia Williams, Barbara Bason, Johnny Ray 
Canada, Hattie Ruth, Sammy Mitchell, Darryl Hunt 

See the Victim 
leave? 

Yes (does not elaborate) Yes (does not elaborate) Yes; “I could see out the back door and the front 
door…he walked out the door, down the steps, 
and turned to the right.” 

See Sammy 
Mitchell with a 
stick? 

No mention No mention No mention  

See Mitchell and 
Hunt leave? 

Yes; 20-30 minutes before the 
Victim left. 

Yes; they left out the back 
door 20-30 minutes before 
the Victim left. 

Yes; out the back door a few minutes (less than 
half an hour) after the Victim left. 

See Williams 
leave? 

No mention No mention No mention  

See an argument 
between 
Mitchell and the 
Victim? 

No mention Directly asked - he cannot 
remember. 

The Victim said he would not buy Mitchell a drink, 
but he does not describe an argument.  

See the crime? No, but suggests it was just after 
dark, around 8:00 or 8:30. 

No No  
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PATRICIA WILLIAMS 

Date of 
Statement 

4/15/86 4/16/86, 8:58am 4/16/86, 6:38pm 5/5/86, Probable Cause 
Hearing Testimony 

10/13/86, Mitchell Trial 2 
Testimony 

Who else 
was there? 

Hattie Ruth, Joyce, 
Larry, James, Johnny 
Redd, Jerry Roan, 
Michael Eaton, 
Barbara Sinclair, 
"the man", Mitchell, 
Hunt 

Jerry Roan, Michael 
Eaton, Hattie Ruth, 
"the man", Sammy 
Mitchell, Darryl Hunt, 
and Elnora 

After "this woman" left, 
"there wasn't nobody 
there but me, Jerry, 
Michael - Paul was still in 
there." Later mentions 
following the Victim 
outside and Michael 
talking to Peggy in the 
street when she saw the 
attack. 

Crowded: Jerry Roan, Paul L., 
Elnora, Barb, Mattie, Sammy 
Mitchell, Darryl Hunt; not 
sure about E. or J. Clowers; 
When asked if she saw 
Merritt Williams that day, 
she answers "No. I can't 
place him." 

Went with Jerry Roan & 
Michael Eaton; house was full - 
John, Bob, Mattie Mae, Milton, 
Elnora, Paul, Hattie Ru were 
there; After being specifically 
asked, she adds Mitchell, Hunt, 
and the Victim. 

See the 
Victim leave? 

Yes; out the front 
door. 

Unclear ("The man 
had done went out.") 

Yes; she followed him 
out. 

"He left out 'cause he was 
walking down Claremont."; "I 
believe he went out the front 
door and down the steps." 

No mention 

See Sammy 
Mitchell with 
a stick? 

Yes; he hit the 
Victim with a stick 
(does not mention 
seeing it at the drink 
house). 

Yes; he hit the Victim 
with a stick (does not 
mention seeing it at 
the drink house). 

Yes; he hit the Victim 
with a stick (does not 
mention seeing it at the 
drink house). 

Yes; he hit the Victim with a 
stick (does not mention 
seeing it at the drink house). 

Not at the house, but she was 
in front of the house and saw 
Mitchell hit the Victim with a 
stick with Darryl Hunt and an 
unknown third party.  

See Mitchell 
and Hunt 
leave? 

Yes; out the front 
door just behind the 
Victim. 

Unclear ("I seen 
them running, and 
the man was laying 
down there.") 

No mention No No 

See Williams 
leave? 

Never mentions 
Williams. 

Never mentions 
Williams. 

Never mentions Williams. Never mentions Williams. Never mentions Williams being 
there. 

See an 
argument 
between 
Mitchell and 
the Victim? 

Paul stopped Hattie 
Ruth from jumping 
the Victim; Sammy 
said "I'll fix you" 
when Victim would 
not buy him a drink. 

Paul stopped Hattie 
Ruth from jumping 
the Victim; Sammy 
said "I'll fix you" 
when Victim would 
not buy him a drink. 

No mention Sammy said "I'll fix you" 
when the Victim would not 
buy him a drink. 

Sammy asked for a drink and 
the Victim said he “wasn’t 
going to buy him a damn 
thing.” Sammy mumbled “well 
that’s all right, I’ll catch you” as 
he walked away. 
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PATRICIA WILLIAMS (CONTINUED) 

Date of 
Statement 

4/15/86 4/16/86, 8:58am 4/16/86, 6:38pm 5/5/86, Probable Cause 
Hearing Testimony 

10/13/86, Mitchell Trial 2 
Testimony 

See the 
crime? 

Yes; she, Mike, and 
Jerry were going 
down Claremont 
when she saw 
Mitchell, Hunt, and 
a third man jump 
on the Victim. 
Hunt kicked the 
Victim and Mitchell 
hit him with a stick 
in the face and 
back of the head.2 
Patricia went back 
to Ezelle’s house; 
two hours later, 
Sammy came back 
and threatened to 
cut her throat.  

Yes; She was on the 
porch and “I got one 
glimpse, I seen them 
running, and the man 
was laying down 
there.” Mitchell and 
Hunt attacked the 
Victim.  Mitchell “hit 
him with a stick . . . 
something long, it 
was about the size of 
a baseball bat, but it 
was round, looked 
like a piece of limb or 
something.” There 
was a third man. 
Jerry Roan, Michael 
Eaton, and Elnora 
Peoples were also 
outside. About two 
hours later, Mitchell 
came to Ezelle’s and 
threatened to cut her 
throat.  

Yes; all the women in the 
drink house were on the 
front porch. Williams saw 
the victim leave “and 
then that’s when we 
went out on the front 
porch and the next thing I 
know, I looked down the 
street, and there was a 
stick, and somebody 
kicking, and I made them 
two out right good, cause 
they were right there in 
front of the light.” She 
saw Mitchell hit the 
Victim with a stick and 
Hunt kick the Victim. She 
could not identify the 
third man.  
 

Yes; she was on the porch 
with some other girls and 
went to the street to throw 
up, looked up, and saw the 
victim fall. Mitchell, Hunt, and 
a third man were around.  
Patricia testified that Hunt 
kicked the victim and Mitchell 
hit him with a stick. She could 
not see faces, but identified 
Mitchell by his backwards hat.  
 

Yes; she was in front of the 
house and saw the Mitchell hit 
the Victim with a stick; he was 
with Hunt and a third party she 
could not identify. 
“Apparently” the Victim was 
hit more than once. She 
confirms her past statement 
about hits to the face and 
head, and kicks. 
 

                                                           
2 Police interviewed Michael Eaton, Patricia Williams’s boyfriend at the time, on 4/17/86. Police ask “while you were at the house, you weren’t 

with Pat the whole time, is that correct?” and he responds, “as far as I thought, I know I was with her the whole time unless she, well, by me 

walking from room to room, it’s possible she could’ve walked out the door, but I know we left the house together…As far as I can remember, we 

went down the street together to see the man’s body.” Eaton did not claim to have witnessed the crime. 
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PATRICIA WILLIAMS (CONTINUED) 

Date of 
Statement 

1987 Hunt Trial 1 Testimony 4/22/19 NCIIC Interview 

Who else 
was there? 

House was full: Mattie Mae Davis, Elnora Peoples, Milton 
Peoples, Barbara Bason, Paul Landingham, Arthur Wilson, 
Sammy Mitchell, Darryl Hunt 

She thinks: Mattie Mae, Patricia’s sister, Barb, Darryl Hunt, Sammy 
Mitchell; it was usually the same people there. Regarding Williams, 
she “never was in his company,” but had seen him there a couple 
of times (does not specify this night) 

See the 
Victim 
leave? 

Saw him go towards the front door. No mention 

See Sammy 
Mitchell 
with a 
stick? 

Didn’t see him with anything in the house; saw him hit 
the Victim with a stick in the street. 

Mitchell or Hunt had a stick during the attack. 

See Mitchell 
and Hunt 
leave? 

No No; others told her they left after the Victim. 

See 
Williams 
leave? 

No mention of Williams Does not think she saw him there that night. 

See an 
argument 
between 
Mitchell 
and the 
Victim? 

No, but the Victim told Sammy he wouldn’t buy him a 
drink. 

Yes, when the Victim would not buy Mitchell a drink. 

See the 
Crime? 

Yes; she was throwing up and saw Sammy hit the Victim 
with a stick and Darryl kicked him (can’t say how many 
times). A third person was there. She ran in the house 
and screamed “they’re killing that man.” 

Yes; she was throwing up and saw the Victim get attacked by 
Mitchell and Hunt (one of them had an ax handle) at the corner of 
18th and Claremont (they were not down the hill); Sammy hit the 
Victim and Darryl poked him with the stick “to see if he was still 
alive.” She went in the house yelling that Sammy and Darryl killed 
the Victim. 
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ELNORA PEOPLES/ARNORA HARRIS 

Date of 
Statement 

4/15/86 4/16/86 5/3/19 NCIIC Interview 

Who else was 
there? 

Names Tuck/Holiday (the Victim), 
Sammy Mitchell, Darryl Hunt, and 
Patricia. 

The Victim, Darryl Hunt, Sammy Mitchell, 
Mattie Mae, Paul Landingham, Tricia 
(possibly Patricia), and Milton Peoples. 
When asked if Junior was there, she 
replied "Yes, Junior was in there 'cause 
he was no longer with Mattie Mae." 

Usually the same people would come in, 
but does not specify this night. 

See the Victim 
leave? 

Yes; out front door. Yes; out the front door after drinking 
coffee with Ezelle. 

She recalled him leaving after seeing a 
report of a past interview. 

See Sammy 
Mitchell with a 
stick? 

No mention 
 

No mention No 
 

See Mitchell and 
Hunt leave? 

Yes; out the front door 15-20 minutes 
after the Victim. 

Yes; out the front door immediately after 
the Victim. 

Recalls seeing them leave after seeing 
the report of a past interview. 

See Williams 
leave? 

No mention 
 

No mention No mention; the name Merritt Williams 
Drayton and the nickname Junior did not 
sound familiar. 

See an argument 
between 
Mitchell and the 
Victim? 

The Victim would not buy a drink for 
Sammy or Darryl and Sammy said 
"you ain't got to buy me no drink, 
mother fucker." 

They "had words" because Sammy asked 
for a drink and the Victim would not buy 
him one. 

After seeing a report of her past 
interview, she recalled Mitchell getting 
mad that the Victim did not buy him a 
drink. 

See the crime? No No No  
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 MILTON PEOPLES (Deceased at the time of the NCIIC Investigation) 

Date of 
Statement 

4/15/86 5/5/86, Probable Cause Hearing Testimony 10/13/86, Mitchell Trial 2 Testimony 

Who else was 
there? 

Ezelle, Mattie Mae, Paul, Elnora, 
the Victim, Junior, Sammy, Darryl, 
the house was “jam-packed.” First 
he cannot recall if Hunt was 
there, but later says Hunt was 
with Mitchell. 

Saw the Victim, Mitchell, Hunt, and Williams 
there. The house was “packed like sardines.” 

Crowded: the Victim, Mitchell, Hunt, Bason; 
he believes Patricia is the one who hollered. 

See the Victim 
leave? 

No mention Yes; out the front door about 30-45 minutes 
before a lady came in screaming. 

Unclear 

See Sammy 
Mitchell with a 
stick? 

When asked if he saw Sammy 
with a weapon, “I seen Sammy 
with a stick, I believe. Some type 
of stick.” 

No mention. Yes; when shown the stick at trial, he says 
he saw Mitchell with a stick that looks the 
same that night. 

See Mitchell and 
Hunt leave? 

Det. asks “After [the Victim] went 
out the front door, did you see 
anybody else leave inside of the 
house?” “I believe I saw Sammy 
and Darryl leave, you know. And I 
believe, you know, the back 
door.” 
 

Yes; They left together out the back door. (He 
does not say when.) 

Unclear. They left sometime after the 
Victim. On cross admits he was “under the 
influence or whatever” that night and 
couldn’t say whether “Darryl and Sammy 
come up beside the house” as he told police 
in April. 

See Williams 
leave? 

Never mentions Williams. Cannot recall; he was not there when lady 
came in screaming, but he did not leave with 
Mitchell and Hunt. 

No mention of Williams. 

See an argument 
between Mitchell 
and the Victim? 

No mention The Victim “got in an argument with 
somebody that was in the house. I don't know 
exactly who it was or whatever it was…” 

There “were words” after Mitchell asked the 
Victim to buy him a drink, but Peoples did 
not hear them and characterized it as a 
“discussion.” 

See the crime? No; Mentions seeing two guys 
"come upside" while he was on 
the porch with Ezelle. 

No No 
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EDITH DAVIS (Deceased at the time of the NCIIC Investigation) 

Date of Statement 4/15/86 4/30/86 

Who else was there? Saw Victim early that day, but stayed home that 
night. 

Not sure if she was there that night; Sammy and Darryl 
were there often, but not sure about that night. 
 

See the Victim leave? N/A N/A 

See Sammy Mitchell with 
a stick? 

N/A N/A 

See Mitchell and Hunt 
leave? 

N/A N/A 

See Williams leave? N/A N/A 

See an argument 
between Mitchell and the 
Victim? 

N/A N/A 

See the crime? N/A N/A 

 

JERRY ROAN (Deceased at the time of the NCIIC Investigation) 

Date of Statement 4/16/86 

Who else was there? Came with Pat and Mike; remembers seeing Paul, Milton, Elnora, Mattie Mae, Sammy, and the Victim. 

See the Victim leave? Yes; handwritten notes say the Victim left out the back door, written report says Roan cannot recall which door. 

See Sammy Mitchell with a 
stick? 

No mention 

See Mitchell and Hunt 
leave? 

Sammy got put out by Ezelle for arguing.  He went out the front door and left alone about five minutes after the 
Victim left and walked the same direction. 

See Williams leave? No.  He never mentions Williams, but a report indicates he identified a picture of Williams as being at the house 
that night. 

See an argument between 
Mitchell and the Victim? 

Det. Hicks asked “Did Sammy get into an argument with the man?” and Roan replies, “No, it was a boy.” 

See the crime? No 
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EDITH HARRIS (Deceased at the time of the NCIIC Investigation) 

Date of Statement 4/16/86 

Who else was there? She remembers “a bunch of people” including Milton Peoples, Elnora, Harris, Sammy Mitchell, and Paul Landingham. 

See the Victim leave? No; she had gone to her mother’s across the street. At one point, Ezelle came over and asked for coffee and she saw a 
man walk down the street and one or two people run toward him. 

See Sammy Mitchell 
with a stick? 

No mention 

See Mitchell and Hunt 
leave? 

No 

See Williams leave? No 

See an argument 
between Mitchell and 
the Victim? 

No 

See the crime? No 

 

MICHAEL EATON (Deceased at the time of the NCIIC Investigation) 

Date of Statement 4/17/86 

Who else was there? He was there with girlfriend Pat (Patricia Williams); “As far as I can remember there was Paul Landingham, 
Mattie Mae, Junior (Williams), George Mo, Darrell Hunt, Sammy Mitchell, Milton Peoples and his old lady and a 
bunch of other people.” 

See the Victim leave? Yes; he thinks out front door. 

See Sammy Mitchell with a 
stick? 

Did not see anybody with a weapon that night, but has seen Sammy get in fights, “I see him draw sticks on 
each other.” 

See Mitchell and Hunt leave? No; not sure if they left. 

See Williams leave? No; not sure if he left. 

See an argument between 
Mitchell and the Victim? 

No mention 

See the crime? No 
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ROBERT L. JONES (GUITAR GABLE) (Deceased at the time of the NCIIC Investigation) 

Date of Statement 4/25/86 

Who else was there? He remembers seeing Mattie Mae, Paul Landingham, Peggy, Junior, Sammy Mitchell, Darryl, Ezelle’s wife, and 
possibly Old Man Joe Richard. The house was full. 

See the Victim leave? No, but he (Jones) left before the incident. 

See Sammy Mitchell with a 
stick? 

Saw no weapons that night; but had seen Sammy with a round stick in the past. Shown the ax handle - not sure 
if it was the stick he had seen Sammy with or not. 

See Mitchell and Hunt leave? No, but he left before the incident. 

See Williams leave? No, but he left before the incident. 

See an argument between 
Mitchell and the Victim? 

No 

See the crime? No 
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BARBARA BASON (Deceased at the time of the NCIIC Investigation) 

Date of 
Statement 

4/29/86 4/30/86 5/5/86 Probable Cause Hearing 
Testimony 

10/13/86, Mitchell Trial 2 Testimony 

Who else was 
there? 

No mention. 
Does not say 
she was at the 
drink house. 

Sammy Mitchell, Darryl 
Hunt, Junior, Larry 
Scales, Pat, Guitar Gable 
and his old lady Dot; a 
lot of others. 

House was full; the Victim, 
Mitchell, Hunt, and “Junior” 
(Williams) were all there. 

Elnora Peoples, Little Peoples, John, Patricia 
Williams; when asked, she adds that 
Mitchell, Hunt, Williams, and the Victim 
were there. 

See the Victim 
leave? 

No mention Yes; out the front door. Yes; out the front door. Yes; she saw “the man” go out the front 
door. 

See Sammy 
Mitchell with a 
stick? 

No; he had an 
object that 
appeared to 
be a brick. 

Yes; a stick with 
something black around 
the part in his hand. 

Yes; a stick with black tape 
around it. She had seen him with 
it many times before. 

Yes; Mitchell had a stick and Hunt had a 
“dagger” at the house. She later saw 
Mitchell hit “the man” with a stick. 

See Mitchell and 
Hunt leave? 

No mention Yes; out the back door 
with Williams. 

Yes; they left out the back door 
with Williams and headed the 
same direction as the Victim. 

Yes; Sammy, Darryl, and Williams left out 
the back door sometime after the Victim left 
out the front door. 

See Williams 
leave? 

No mention of 
Williams 

Yes; out the back door 
with Mitchell and Hunt. 

Yes; out the back door with 
Mitchell and Hunt. They headed 
the same direction as the Victim. 

Yes; out back door with Mitchell and Hunt 
“awhile” after the Victim left out the front. 

See an argument 
between 
Mitchell and the 
Victim? 

No mention No, but she heard 
Mitchell say to Hunt and 
Williams, “we’re going 
to get the man’s 
money.” 

“I heard Darryl, Sammy and 
Junior tell him to get the man's 
money?” 

After the Victim refused to buy Mitchell a 
drink, Bason said Mitchell, hunt, and 
Williams “got in a corner and I heard Mr. 
Mitchell talking to Sammy and Drayton and 
saying that was all right, that they would get 
him.”   
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BARBARA BASON (CONTINUED) 

Date of 
Statement 

4/29/86 4/30/86 5/5/86 Probable Cause Hearing 
Testimony 

10/13/86, Mitchell Trial 2 Testimony 

See the crime? Yes; she was 
in front of the 
store at 18th 
and 
Claremont 
and saw 
Mitchell hit 
the Victim in 
the head with 
something like 
a brick. The 
victim fell and 
Hunt kicked 
him. Mitchell 
and Hunt 
robbed the 
victim and 
ran. 

Yes; she was walking 
down Claremont and 
saw Mitchell hit the 
victim with a stick; the 
victim fell and then Hunt 
and Williams started 
hitting and kicking him. 
Mitchell looked around 
to see if anyone was 
looking, then hit twice 
more. The three of them 
ran down Claremont 
towards 14th St.  
 

Yes; Mitchell had a stick with 
black tape around it and Hunt 
had a knife. Bason left the drink 
house right after Mitchell, Hunt, 
and Williams and saw Mitchell hit 
the Victim in the back with the 
stick.  Williams and Hunt kicked 
the Victim. From about 20 feet 
away, she saw the Victim get hit 
with a stick in the back a couple 
times, fall to his knees, and get 
hit in the head. She did not name 
the attackers when she went 
back to the drink house.  She saw 
police talk to Patricia Williams, 
Ezelle, Elnora, and Mr. Peoples.  
She heard Patricia Williams tell 
the police Darryl Hunt’s name. 
Hunt wore blue jeans, a button-
up shirt, and a brown leather 
jacket. Mitchell wore blue jeans 
and a white short-sleeve t-shirt. 
Williams wore blue jeans and a 
button-up short-sleeve shirt.  

Yes; She saw Mitchell inside the house with 
a stick and Hunt had a “dagger.” Bason 
walked not quite to the white church when 
she saw Mitchell hit the victim “quite a few 
times” and Williams and Hunt kick him 
before Mitchell hit him twice more. They 
looked up and saw her and ran down 17th St. 
She talked to the police the next day and 
told everything but “did not call Sammy’s 
name.” In 1986, she called police about a 
fight with John Clowers and brought up this 
crime (but denies it was for reward money). 
When she saw the crime, she did not see 
anyone else on the street, but the victim, 
Mitchell, Hunt, and Williams. She is not sure 
how long after seeing the crime, that police 
came. She did not talk to them, but thinks 
Patricia did.  
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BARBARA BASON (CONTINUED) (Deceased at the time of the NCIIC Investigation) 

Date of 
Statement 

1987 Hunt Trial 1 Testimony 

Who else was 
there? 

Mattie Mae Davis, Patricia Williams, Paul Landingham, John Clowers, Darry Hunt, Sammy Mitchell, Williams; the house was 
pretty crowded. 

See the Victim 
leave? 

Yes; out the front door, down the steps, and to the right down Claremont; also says she did not see him get to the curb and 
turn. 

See Sammy 
Mitchell with a 
stick? 

Yes; an ax handle with black tape around it; Hunt had a dagger. She has seen them both with these weapons at her house 
before. 

See Mitchell and 
Hunt leave? 

Yes; out the back door with Williams.  
  

See Williams 
leave? 

Yes; out the back door with Hunt and Mitchell.   

See an argument 
between 
Mitchell and the 
Victim? 

The Victim would not buy Mitchell and his friends a drink. Then Mitchell, Hunt, and Drayton got in a corner in the kitchen and 
Mitchell said “that’s all right. We’ll fix him. We’ll get his money.” 

See the crime? Yes; saw Mitchell hit the Victim with a stick. The Victim “went down” and Hunt kicked him. Saw Mitchell hit the Victim in the 
head and the Victim go down in the intersection of 18th and Claremont. 
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JOSEPH RICHARDSON (Deceased at the time of the NCIIC Investigation) 

Date of Statement 4/30/86 

Who else was there? He was there with Peggy Jean Belton; saw Mitchell, Hunt, and Junior (Williams). 

See the Victim leave? Yes; out the front door a short time after Mitchell, Hunt, and Williams left out the back door. 

See Sammy Mitchell with a stick? No mention 

See Mitchell and Hunt leave? Yes; out the back door with Williams a short time before the Victim left out the front door. 

See Williams leave? Yes; out the back door with Mitchell and Hunt a short time before the Victim left out the front. 
 

See an argument between 
Mitchell and the Victim? 

No mention 

See the crime? No 

 

PEGGY JEAN BELTON JACKSON (Deceased at the time of the NCIIC Investigation) 

Date of Statement 4/30/86 

Who else was there? She was there with Joseph Richardson.  She r emembers seeing Mattie Mae, Paul, Sammy Mitchell, Larry 
Jackson, and many others 

See the Victim leave? Couldn’t remember what happened inside or outside of the house. 
 

See Sammy Mitchell with a stick? Couldn’t remember what happened inside or outside of the house. 
 

See Mitchell and Hunt leave? Couldn’t remember what happened inside or outside of the house. 
 

See Williams leave? Couldn’t remember what happened inside or outside of the house. 
 

See an argument between 
Mitchell and the Victim? 

Couldn’t remember what happened inside or outside of the house. 
 

See the crime? Couldn’t remember what happened inside or outside of the house. 
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LARRY LEE JACKSON (Deceased at the time of the NCIIC Investigation) 

Date of Statement 4/30/86 

Who else was there? Said he was not there. 

See the Victim leave? N/A 

See Sammy Mitchell with a stick? N/A 

See Mitchell and Hunt leave? N/A 

See Williams leave? N/A 

See an argument between 
Mitchell and the Victim? 

N/A 

See the crime? N/A 

 

MARY BYRD 

Date of Statement 4/30/86 4/4/19 NCIIC Interview  

Who else was there? Mattie Mae, her brother Willie, Junior, Darryl, 
Sammy, Frog, Chicken George brother 
Midget,  lady cooking, and the Victim. 

Byrd, Mattie Mae Davis, Barbara Bason, Mitchell, Hunt, “a lot of 
people”; does not think Junior was there. 

See the Victim leave? No Unclear; “that man left” 

See Sammy Mitchell 
with a stick? 

Has seen Sammy carry a “stick and knife like 
the one in the picture” but is not sure if he 
had it that night.  

Yes; “I seen him with a stick” – unclear about when. A man named Isaac 
Chaplin who was present during the interview said Mitchell would 
always walk with a stick that looked like “a baseball bat with no fat 
end.” 

See Mitchell and Hunt 
leave? 

Sammy is the only one she saw leave; a few 
minutes she later heard sirens. 

Yes; “Sammy and Darryl did disappear out of that house…they left after 
that man left.” “Both of them came back.” 

See Williams leave? No No. At first she did not recall Williams, then she remembered him as 
Mattie Mae’s boyfriend, but did not think he was there that night. 
Talking about Mitchell and Hunt leaving, she said “Junior didn’t leave.” 

See an argument 
between Mitchell and 
the Victim? 

Sammy got mad when the Victim would not 
buy him a drink. 

After seeing her past statement, she remembered the Victim would not 
buy Mitchell a drink “because he didn’t wear a skirt.” 

See the crime? No No  
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JOHN HENRY CLOWERS, JR.  

Date of 
Statement 

5/5/86 8/23/86 with Barbara Bason3 10/13/86, Mitchell Trial 2 Testimony4 

Who else was 
there? 

Said he was not there. He only names the Victim, Sammy Mitchell, 
and Darryl Hunt. 

The Victim,  Barbara Bason, Milton Peoples, 
Elnora Peoples, Mitchell, Hunt, and Junior 
(Williams) 

See the Victim 
leave? 

N/A No mention No  

See Sammy 
Mitchell with a 
stick? 

N/A Yes; he saw Sammy Mitchell with an ax handle 
with black tape wrapped around it 

He had seen an ax handle in Mitchell’s hand in the 
past and saw him with it that night. 

See Mitchell and 
Hunt leave? 

N/A No mention No 

See Williams 
leave? 

N/A No mention No mention 

See an argument 
between 
Mitchell and the 
Victim? 

N/A Yes; when the Victim would not buy drinks for 
Mitchell and Hunt, Mitchell got mad and said 
he would get the Victim. 

Mitchell asked Victim to buy drinks for him, Hunt, 
and Junior. The Victim refused; then Mitchell, 
Junior and Hunt were in the “corner like it was a 
huddle like on the football team” and he heard 
Mitchell say “that’s all right we’ll get him.”   

See the crime? N/A No No 

 

 

 

                                                           
3 Bason initiated a phone call to Det. Hicks and stated that Clowers was present at the drink house. Bason put Clowers on the phone and he then provided this 
information. 
4 Clowers is shown a statement he signed that is dated August 26, 1986. The statement, which is largely consistent with what he said in the 8/23/86 phone call, 
is read aloud in court, but was not included in any of the files obtained by the Commission. 
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JOHN HENRY CLOWERS, JR. (CONTINUED) 

Date of 
Statement 

4/4/19 NCIIC Interview 5/20/19 NCIIC Interview 

Who else was 
there? 

Barbara Bason, Patricia Williams, Mattie Mae 
Davis, Mitchell, Hunt 

About 15 people including Ezelle Clowers, Jr., Guitar Gable, 
Merritt Williams, Sammy Mitchell, Darryl Hunt, and Barbara 
Bason 

See the Victim 
leave? 

No mention No mention 

See Sammy 
Mitchell with a 
stick? 

He has seen Mitchell with pistols, knives, and 
sticks, but he is not sure about that night. 

First said he did not see any weapons that night, then said 
Mitchell always toted a stick.  

See Mitchell and 
Hunt leave? 

No mention Yes, they left together. 

See Williams 
leave? 

No mention No mention 

See an argument 
between 
Mitchell and the 
Victim? 

No mention No 

See the crime? N/A No 
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JAMES PATE (Deceased at the time of the NCIIC Investigation) 

Date of Statement 5/15/86 

Who else was there? He was at drink house; Eleanora and Milton Peoples were tending bar. 

See the Victim leave? No mention, but Pate said he left at 10:00 p.m. 

See Sammy Mitchell with a stick? No mention 

See Mitchell and Hunt leave? No mention 

See Williams leave? No mention 

See an argument between 
Mitchell and the Victim? 

No mention 

See the crime? No 

 

LILLY MAE BELTON (Deceased at the time of the NCIIC Investigation) 

Date of Statement 7/12/86 

Who else was there? No mention. She knew Mitchell, Hunt, and Drayton but could not say whether they were at the drink house 
that night. 

See the Victim leave? Yes; she left at the same time, but went in the opposite direction. 

See Sammy Mitchell with a stick? No mention 

See Mitchell and Hunt leave? Not sure if they were there. 

See Williams leave? Not sure if he was there. 

See an argument between 
Mitchell and the Victim? 

No mention. 

See the crime? No, but Sammy's girlfriend (not named) came and told her about it immediately. 
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ROBERT FLOWERS (1/18/90 interview located after the brief was sent out) 

Date of Statement 1/18/90 Interview (Sykes Case) 5/14/19 NCIIC Interview 

Who else was there? The Victim, Mitchell, Mattie Mae Davis; Flowers did 
not know Hunt at the time and is not sure if he was 
there. 

Unable to name individuals; the house was packed. 
He did not see Hunt there that night and 
(mistakenly) believed Hunt was in prison for the 
Sykes case at the time. Stated that people who say 
Hunt was there are “fabricating.” In a brief follow up 
interview, he said the only people there were 
himself, Mitchell, Mattie Mae Davis, Davis’ boyfriend 
Melvin, and whoever was working the bar. 

See the Victim leave? Yes, out the front door. Yes, out the front door followed by Melvin LNU.  

See Sammy Mitchell with a stick? No mention Yes; saw Mitchell pick up an ax handle from the 
corner of the kitchen and go out the back door. 

See Mitchell and Hunt leave? Mitchell left out the back door. Mitchell left out the back door after picking up an ax 
handle. 

See Williams leave? No mention of Williams. Flowers does not know Williams. 

See an argument between 
Mitchell and the Victim? 

The Victim refused to buy Mitchell a drink, but he 
does not describe an argument.  

He does not describe an argument, but the Victim, 
who had been flashing money, told Mitchell he had 
no money when Mitchell asked for a drink. 

See the crime? No, but he believes Mitchell did it. No 
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CAROLYN ANN WILSON 

Date of Statement 5/7/19 NCIIC Interview 

Who else was there? She only went there to get Mitchell and Hunt. 

See the Victim leave? No 

See Sammy Mitchell with a stick? No 

See Mitchell and Hunt leave? Yes; they left with her to walk her home. 

See Williams leave? No 

See an argument between 
Mitchell and the Victim? 

Yes; in the street near Dunleith and 19th.  

See the crime? Yes; a man walked up behind them while Mitchell and Hunt were walking her home and Mitchell and Hunt 
jumped on the man. Wilson tried to stop them from hitting and kicking the man, but ran home when they 
would not stop. She heard the next day on the news that the man had been killed. (Note: Wilson was 
confident this was the Arthur Wilson incident, until asked about the location being so far from where Mr. 
Wilson’s body was found. She then stated she was not sure this was the incident. 
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James Ford Trial Testimony – Sammy Mitchell’s 2nd Trial 

Direct Examination 

Page # Description Exhibit 

820 
 

In prison in SC for violating parole on an armed robbery charge 
from 1971; four months left on sentence; came home to 
Winston Salem while on parole. 
 

 

822 
 

Saw an article about Sykes case in Charlotte Observer in prison 
library that mentioned Sammy, Darryl, and Drayton being 
charged in Wilson case; thought it was terrible because he gave 
info about the murder to police a few weeks after it happened 
and Hunt, Mitchell, and Drayton weren’t involved 
 

 

823 
 

That night he was walking up 18th to Claremont and noticed 
three guys in shadows; walked past and took path to Locust St. 
to buy cocaine from a friend’s house 
 

 

824 
 

Had done no drugs or alcohol at the time; bought drugs and 
walked back the same way; saw the same three guys attacking 
“Mr. Smith” who he knew as Holiday 
 

 

825-826 State’s Ex. 1 is the victim; the attack “delayed” his approach to 
18th St.; he stood back until it was over and the three guys ran 
down the street; walked up and saw Victim moaning and 
thought he was drunk/unconscious and would be able to get up 
on his own eventually 
 
Ford did not tell police that night; got arrested for B&E 
sometime later. He was represented by Banister Browder. 

State’s Exhibit 1 – 
photo of the Victim. 
The photos of the 
victim at the crime 
scene obtained by the 
Commission are in the 
brief at pages 57-58. 

827 
 

One of the three attackers used a brick that looked like 
discarded mortar with rocks in it; after his arrest later he was in 
Forsyth County Jail; told Attorney Browder that he gave info to 
two detectives in exchange for release on bond. 
 

 

828 
 

Ford gave one name directly to Det. Belton and two names to 
his attorney (Browder) to forward to Belton, Det. Wilkins, or the 
DA’s office 
 

 

829 
 

Talked with Belton in October of 1983; contacted Larry Little in 
1986 when he saw about Sammy Mitchell being on trial; as a 
result of contacting Little, PI Les Burns visited him in prison.   

 

 

830 
 

Defense Ex. 5 is Ford’s statement to Burns; Ford not promised 
anything for his testimony; came forward of own free will; 
never spoke in detail about the case until talking to PI Burns 
 

Defense Exhibit 5 – 
Ford’s Statement to PI 
Les Burns (included in 



 

Page # Description Exhibit 

brief on pages 479-
481). 

832-833 
 

Ford was shown a composite in 1983 but did not help make it; 
Defense Ex. 4 is the composite – it looks like the person who hit 
Wilson; none of the three guys were Sammy Mitchell; didn’t see 
Mitchell that night 
 
Came forward with info in order to get bond; was released on 
bond; did NC prison time starting around Dec. 1983 
 

Defense Exhibit 4 – 
composite sketch 
(included in brief on 
page 50). 

834 -835 After talking with PI Burns, police came to talk to him later that 
day for about five hours; gave statement to police around 4:00 
a.m.; officers told him if he testified he would be perjuring 
himself because they said the statement to Burns was a lie and 
that he could be convicted and spend ten more years in prison. 
 

 

836-837 
 

Statement to police was given under duress because he gave it 
6 hours after normal lights out; the statement to police doesn’t 
change the statement to Burns. 
 
The discrepancy in the statements is the difference between a  
brick or rock and possibly how far he was from the attack; no 
discrepancy that he saw the crime in progress; 100% recognized 
the people and maintain those three committed the crime; no 
one from W-S contacted him before Les Burns talked to him. 
 

 

838-841 
 

Ford reads Def. Ex. 5, his statement to Burns. 
 

Defense Exhibit 5 – 
Ford’s Statement to PI 
Les Burns (included in 
brief on pages 479-
481). 

841-843 
 

Ford points out on State’s Ex. 3 where he walked. 
 

State’s Exhibit 3 – 
enlarged photograph. 
This appears to be an 
aerial photo. The aerial 
photos obtained by the 
Commission are 
included in the brief at 
661-662.  

844-845 
 

Ford spoke with Les Burns again since first trial and with McCoy 
and Hicks from WSPD about two weeks ago; they showed him 
photo lineup, told him he was lying, said they did not want him 
to testify and that he would perjure himself; he recognized 
photos in the lineup that corresponded with names he gave in 
1983. 
 

 



 

Page # Description Exhibit 

846 Det. Hicks asked that if Mitchell was acquitted would Ford be a 
State’s witness in the prosecution of the real murderers; he said 
yes. 

 
 
 
 

 

Cross Examination 

Page # Description Exhibit 

847-848 
 

Cross examination on time in prison and drug habit. 
 

 

849-850 Ford was on his way to buy cocaine at Al Barnhill’s house; drugs 
were for Madeline Lewis. 

 

 

851-854 
 

He was at Curtis Minor’s house on 19th street that day doing 
renovations for it to be a drink house; no one was drinking or 
drugging during the renovation work; the house opened that 
night and people were buying drugs and liquor from other 
houses. 
 
Ford had no drugs or liquor the evening of September 16. 
 
Experimented with drugs; armed robbery conviction wasn’t to 
buy drugs. 
 

 

856-857 Ford was buying the drugs for Madeline Lewis; recognized the 
three guys – younger than him, saw them around the 
neighborhood playing basketball; knew one name and the last 
name of another; did not speak to them. 
 

 

858-861 Ford saw one person walking up Claremont when he saw the 3 
guys on his way to Locust St.; bought from a guy at Al’s house; 
not a regular but bought there before; took five to ten minutes 
to buy five dime bags packaged separately. 
 

 

862-865 The person he saw, which he assumes was Wilson, was 
staggering and moving slowly; recognized the set-up of people 
waiting for a drunk person to emerge from a liquor house. 
 
He saw no one else out there but the victim and assailants (no 
car); a right-handed person it the V on the left side of his head 
while they faced each other; wound is on the back part of V’ 
head. 

 

 

866-868 The brick Wilson was hit with was a “mortar brick” as opposed 
to a “masonry brick”. 
 

 



 

Page # Description Exhibit 

869-870 The brick was about ten inches across and looked like it weighed 
10-12 pounds, looked likes waste mortar. 
 

 

871 The assailant was face to face with victim when he hit the 
victim. 

 

872-873 Ford estimates Wilson to be 5’10” and approx. 150-160 pounds; 
Wilson went down immediately when hit and the other two 
guys went through his pockets and socks and he thinks they 
took his watch; assailants were rushing, took something from 
his pockets, the victim was unconscious. 
 

 

874 Ford assumed the victim would be okay because he moaned 
and showed signs of life; he was on his back; Ford saw no blood; 
Ford had no drugs or alcohol in his system; did not try to help 
the victim; stood over him for less than 1 minute. 
 

 

875-878 Ford saw the assault from 20-30 yards away; was on scene for 
3-4 minutes total and did not see any other people or cars; was 
not there when ambulance came; does not know what 
happened to rock that was used to hit V; assailant dropped rock 
beside V; it is not in the photo. 
 

 

879-881 Did not see anyone take the rock away; walked back to drink 
house and delivered cocaine to Madeline Lewis; she left and 
came back (around 3-4 a.m.) and said someone was killed at 
18th and Claremont; Ford did not use any of the cocaine. 
 
When Lewis said that, Ford told her what he saw; did not go 
down and talk to police, did not want to get involved. 
 

 

882 Ford was arrested for B&E and had word from the street that 
police were looking for him because they heard he had info on 
the murder. 
 

 

883 When Ford told Lewis he saw the crime, Wilson’s son or stepson 
was beside him at the drink house and to mad that Ford would 
not say who did it; the next morning Ford heard police were 
looking for him and so was the son of the victim, who wanted 
to shoot Ford. 
 

 

884-885 In October 1983, after being arrested, Ford contacted Det. 
Belton; Belton gave him a rights waiver form which he signed; 
he was in custody, but talked to Belton at City Hall, across from 
the jail; also talked to Wilkins. 
 

 



 

Page # Description Exhibit 

886-888 Ford told his attorney he talked to detectives; after being 
released on bond he gave names; was not out long before back 
in trouble; pled to B&E, assault was never tried. 
 

 

889-891 
 

Next, Ford heard was when he saw article in Charlotte paper 
about Hunt on appeal in Sykes and also charged in this case; 
Ford never saw Hunt with Mitchell. 
 
Ford told his mother the night after the attack that he saw it. 
 

 

892-893 Before his arrest, he was preparing to be a state’s witness for 
DA Tisdale in another case; Tisdale knew he had names of 
assailants of Wilson; called Belton because he thought it was 
the right thing to do; Belton and Wilkins made the deal for him 
to get out on bond; did not give written or recorded statement. 
 

 

894-898 Belton contacted the DA’s office and offered to let him out; Ford 
gave the name Wright to Belton (can’t remember first name); 
also gave the name Chuck Simmons; can’t recall the third name. 
 
Saw article in paper; new Wilson by Holiday; called his mother 
and Larry Little when he saw article; talked to Little twice; Little 
was a friend of Ford’s. 
 

 

899-902 Ford knew Colin Spurgeon on Hunt Defense Fund, but did not 
call him. 
 
After calling Little, the next time Ford spoke with anyone about 
the case was PI Les Burns; Burns is the one who wrote the 
statement Ford signed; Ford dictated it. 
 

 

903-905 
 

Reads statement that he wrote when talking to police that night 
that says the statement to Burns was 50-75% true and he 
wished to “have it withdrawn as submitted.” 
 

 

906-907 Ford spoke to news outlets and told the Chronicle “I feel the 
District Attorney, Don Tisdale, has a personal score to settle in 
this case. I feel like Mitchell was not the one Tisdale wants. I feel 
Tisdale wants Hunt and he has to get Mitchell to get Hunt. 
Tisdale is conspiring to convict Mitchell in order to settle a 
personal vendetta against Hunt. I feel Tisdale wants to convict 
Hunt before he leaves office.” 
 

 

908 Ford says he is misquoted when the paper says he said “I’m the 
one in ’83 who actually saw the murder. Tisdale was nowhere 

 



 

Page # Description Exhibit 

to be found. Their, the prosecution’s, credibility is no better 
than mine.” 
 
Channel 8 in High Point asked Ford’s mother to have him 
contact them. 
 

909 Ford is not seeking notoriety or to be a hero, just to make his 
statement known so the jury knows what he told Belton in 1983 
so Mitchell gets a fair trial. 
 

 

 

Redirect Examination 

Page # Description Exhibit 

909-911 The statement Ford read that he gave to Officers 
Spillman and Weavil on 9/10/86 is marked State’s 
Exhibit 23; he gave it after four hours of questioning 
sometime around 4:00 a.m. 
 
The 50-75% correct phrase references timing and 
distance; there is no doubt he saw the attack on Wilson 
and the identity of the people he saw do it. 
 
In October 1983, Ford talked to Belton and Wilkins and 
his attorney about this – 2 to 3 weeks after the crime. 

State’s Exhibit 23 – Statement 
from Ford (read into evidence 
at pages 903-905 above) 
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1  Mi of this will be presented to you in the form of

2  defense testimony and it will come from that stand and we

3  only ask that you listen as attentatively as you did the

4  prosecution side giving Mr, Mitchell a full and fair trial.

5  Thank you.

THE COURT; All right? call your first witness.

MR. BOYLESs Mr. Ford.

(A witness is duly sworn.)

JAMES ROBERT FORD, having been duly sworn to state

only the truth, testified on his oath as follows during;

DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. BOYLBS:

Q, State your name, please.

A, My name is James Robert Ford.

Q. Mr. Ford, where are you presently located?

A, I'm presently located at Goodman Correctional

Institution in Columbia, South Carolina.

Q. Is that prison system in South Carolina?

A, Yes, that's within the Department of Correction.

Q. Why are you there?

A. Well, I'm there, for violation of parole.

Q« The parole was given for what charge?

A. Armed robbery, 1971.

Q. And when you —• how long have you got left to serve

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25 on that sentence?
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1  A. I have approKiinately four months left*

2  Q* So sometime after the first of the year, you'll be

3  released from this sentence —

4  A, YeSf sir*

5  Q* •— having served it fully?

6  A. Yes, sir.

7  Q. And you were out ©n parole# is that correct?

8  A. Yes, sir.

9  Q* And v;h©n you were out on parole# where did you come

10 to?

11 A. I came home# to Winston-Sal em# Worth Carolina.

12 Q* So Winston-Salem is your home?

13 A* Yes# sir.

14 Q. Where did you live when you were in Winston-Salem?

15 A, On 937 East 21st Street.

16 Q. Nov/, are you at Goodman involved in any activities

17 there in the Goodman Institute?

18 A. Yes# I am.

19 Q, And what are those activities?

20 A. Well, I have a job. I work for the Richland County

21 litter control program. We go out on a daily basis and, you

22 know# pick up paper on the side of the road and clean up

23 their litter, dump sites and stuff like that. Just last

24 week# we —

25 Q. All right# now# what other activities are you
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1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

involved in- in prison itself?

A. I'm also involved in a Narcotics Anonymous and I

realise I Kave a drug problem and I need to deal with my

drug protoiatiy so I got into that program.

Q. How long have you been involved in that?

A. Weil# I've been involved in that since ray return to

prison and violation of jHroie.

Q« And when was that?

A. Last year# December,

Q. December of '85?

A. Yes,

Q, Are you connected all the prison newspaper in any

way?

A, Yes# I'm also a correspondent for the prison

newspaper.

Q» Now, being in Goodman Correctional Institute in South

Carolina# did you have occasion to know about this

particular trial?

A, Yes, I was doing a little research in the library,

and I noticed the Charlotte Observer newspaper at the time

and I read the Charlotte newspaper. And in that paper#

there was a article about Darryl Hunt and the Deborah Sykes

case. So I was interested in that because it's from iiy home

town. So I read the article and X came up to the point

where it stated that Darryl was also — Darryl# Sammy# and
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1  Drayton v/ere being charged with the murder of Mr, Arthur

2  Wilson,

3  Q, When you read that, what did you do?

A. Well, I thought — I thought that, you know,

5  something is v/rong. Scmething is taking place that is

6  terrible wrong because I knew, you know, that I had

7  submitted some information osncerning this murder to the

WinstoK-Salm Police Department weeks after it happened,

9  Q, All right, Mow, going back to when it happened, hov?

10 did you knov; what had happened?

11 A, Because I saw what hap^ned. And I realized, you

12 know, after I read the article, that Sammy Mitchell and

13 Darryl Hunt and the other guy wasn't involved; Drayton

14 wasn't involved,

15 Q, Take us back to the night it happened and in your own

16 v/ords, describe what you saw.

17 A, Well, I was walking up 18th Street approaching

18 Claremont and I v,as going through a pathway as means of a

19 short cut to Locust Street, the street over frcmi 18th and

20 Claremont at the intersection. And as I was approaching the

21 path, I noticed three guys standing in the darkness and I

22 made note of them because I had money on me, I didi't want

23 to get robbed. And I approached thai and went on past. You

know, I masfe note o| timn and went on past. I didn't want24

25 to -
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1  Q« Where were you going?

2  A, I was going to a friend of mine's house on the mxt

3  street,

4  Q. Okay, Prior to that time that dayr had you had

5  anything to drink?

6  A, No, I hadn't had anything to drink.

7  Q, Had you had any drugs?

8  A. Mo.

9  Q. All right. Now, tell us about the friend's house

10 that you were going to.

11 A, Well, I was going to buy some drugs. I vjas going to

12 buy cocaine at a friend's house on the next street over.

13 Q. Is that why you had the money on you?

14 A. Yes,

15 Q. Did you go on to the house and buy the drugs?

16 A. Yes.

17 Q, Did you take any of the drugs?

18 A. No, sir.

19 Q. All right. What happened then?

20 A. Weil, I came back through the same path and as I was

21 coming through, I noticed three guys attacking Mr. Smith. I

22 found out later that's his name. I found —

23 Q. Now, you said a Kr. Smith. Did you know a man by the

24 name of Holiday?

25 A, Yes, Yes. Yes. That's what — I knew him as



Ford ~ direct

825

1  Holiday.

2  Q. You said that you saw three men attacking himj. is

3  that correct?

4  A. Yes,

5  Q. And state whether or not these were the same three

6  individuals you had seen on your way through there to begin

7  with.

8  A, Yes, these are definitely the same three individuals

9  I saw on my way through.

10 Q. All right. Hand you an exhibit marked State's

11 Exhibit number one and ask you if you can recognize that

12 individual.

13 A. Yes, this is Mr. Holiday.

14 Q. All right. And did you see him in that condition?

15 A. I saw him in that condition, but the pillow v;asn• t

16 there and the gauze, you know, and stuff like that. And

17 shirt wasn't open.

18 Q« But that is the same individual you saw that night?

l!^ A. Yes.

20 Q. What happened next?

21 A, Well, the attack that was occurring delayed my

22 approach on through to 18th Street. So I stood there and

23 watched it until it was completed. And •—

24 Q, Did the individuals leave at that time?

25 A, Yes, they ran down the street.
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1  Q. All rights what did you do then?

2  A, Well, after they left, I walked up to the victim,

3  looked down at him, I was showing concerning, that, you

4  know, maybe he was seriously hurt. So I saw life in him. I

5  saw him moaning, and I felt like he was just drunk and

6  unconscious. I saw no blood, so I just left. I thought

7  maybe he would be able to get up on his own, eventually.

8  Q. Okay. Now, at that time, did you tell anybody about

9  what you had seen?

10 A. Well, I went back the where I had left from. And —

11 Q. But you didn't tell any police officer or anything

12 like that that particular evening, did you?

13 A, No, sir.

14 Q. Now, sometime after that, September 17th of 1983,

15 were you arrested?

16 A, Oh, yes.

17 Q. And what were you arrested for?

18 A. Well, I was arrested for B and E, breaking and

19 entering.

20 Q, And were you appointed an attorney to represent you?

21 A, Yes..

22 Q. And who was that attorney?

23 A. Mr. Banister Browder.

24 Q. And is that this gentleman sitting over here against

25 the wall?
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1  A, Yes, it is.

2  Q, MoWf when you saw I'S'hat happened, did you see any of

3  the three individuals with any object in their hand?

4  A. Well, yes, I sav; one of the individuals with a

5  brick,

6  Q, A brick? What do you mean by a brick?

7  A. A mortar brick, with little small rocks in it. Looks

8  as if it was formulated through somebody making mortar and

9  rocks got into the mortar and it was cast off as being waste

10 mortar.

11 Q. And did you see that being used in the assault?

12 A, yea.

13 Q. And did you see which of the three individuals was

14 using that particular —

15 A. yes,

16 Q. — object to assault Mr, Wilson with?

17 A. yes,

18 Q. Okay, Now, after you were arrested, were you placed

19 in custody?

20 A, yes, I was placed in the Winston-Sal an Forsyth County

21 Jail.

22 Q. And in your conversations with Mr. Browder, did you

23 have occasion to give him any information concerning this

24 particular night?

25 A, Well, X told him that I had spoken with detectives
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1  from the Winston-Sal an Police Department about the murder»

2  I told him that I had given two officers information

3  concerning that murder in exchange for a release on bond.

4  Q. And were you released on bond?

5  A. Yes.

6  Q, And did you at any time request Mr. Browder to

7  contact the officers?

8  A. Well, the deal — I'm going to ask you a question —

9  but the deal was to get out on bond and obtain the names of

10 the individuals that I saw that night participating in tlie

11 murder.

12 I did that. I got the names of the individuals that

13 I saw and their address. After I did that, I submitted one

14 name myself to Detective Bel ton of the Winston-Sal era Police

15 Department and the other two names I submitted to my lawyer,

16 Mr. Banister Browder, for him to forv/atd to either Detective

17 Bel ton or Wilkins of the Winston-Sal em Police Department or

18 the da's office.

19 Q, Did you request Mr. Browder to do that for you?

20 A. Yes, sir.

21 Q. Okay. Mow, you mentioned Officer Belton. Is this

22 the gentleman on the far end down here?

23 A, Yes, sir,

24 Q. And you mentioned Detective Wilkins. Is the second

25 gentleman here on this end?
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1  Ab Yes, sir»

2  Q, And (fc you recall when you talked with Officer

3  Bel ton? Do you ranemter v;hat month it was?

4  A« It was in October.

5  Q. Of what year ?

6  A. 1983.

7  Q. When you were in prison in South Carolina, you found

8  out about Samn^- Mitchell being on trial, did you make any

9  contact v/ith anyi^^ up here at that time?

10 A. Yes, I did. I realised that •—

11 Q. No. Answer the question. You made contact with

12 somebody?

13 A, Yes.

14 Q, Who did you contact up here?

15 A, 1 asntacted Larry Little,

IS All right. And as a result of that contact, were you

17 visited b^ a private investigator by the name of Les Burns?

18 A, Yes,

19 Q, And was that in South Carolina?

20 A, Yes,

21 Q» And as a result of your conversation v^ifch Mr, Burns,

22 did he write out a statement for you to sign?

23 A. Yes,

24 ¥&, BOYLBSs Approach the witness. Your Honor?

25 THE CDURTs Yes, sir.
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1  Q. Mr» Ford, 1*11 hand you what has previously been

2  identified as Defendant's Ejchibit nuinber five entitled

3  statement, dated September 9th, 1986. I'll ask you to

4  review that and tell me if that was your signature at th©

5  end of that statement

6  h. Yes, it is«

7  Q, As a result of the contact that you had with Mr.

8  Little in getting the statement to Mr. Burns, you were

9  transported up here to give testimony in this trial, is that

10 correct?

11 A, Yes, I was.

12 Q, Were you promised any reward or any leniency to come

13 up here and testify?

14 A. No, sir, I wasn't promised anything. I came forth

15 with this information because 1 knov^ its value is very

16 important in this case.

17 Q« The statement that you gave to Mr. Burns on September

18 9th, 1986, was that voluntary on your part?

19 A. Yes, sir.

20 Q. Had anyone previously discussed with you the details

21 of the crime before you gave this statement to Mr. Burns?

22 A. No, sir. Not in detail as is in that particular

23 statement, I spoke generally with Larry about the case.

24 Q. Do you know Samray Mitchell?

25 A. Yes.
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1  Q» How do you know him?

Z  Well^ we attended the same junior high school.

3  Q, And about hov/ long ago was that, Hr, Ford?

4  A. I think approKimately 1966, '67 at Kennecty Junior

5  High School.

6  Q« In 1983, were you close friends with Mr. Mitchell?

7  A, No, sir.

8  Q. Did you associate with him on any regular basis?

9  A. No, sir.

10 Q. Do you know Darryl Hunt?

11 A, No, sir.

12 Q. In 1983, did you associate with anyone known as

13 Darryi Hunt?

14 A. No, sir.

15 Q. After you gave tiie — strike that •—

16 (Mr. Boyles and Mr. Bedsworth confer.)

17 Q» V?hen you saw the individual, on the night this

16 happened, strike Mr. Wilson v?ith what you termed a brick, do

19 you loiow how many times Mr* Wilson was hit?

20 A, Only once.

21 Q. Do you recognise those three individuals again that

22 ̂ you saw?

23 A. Yes.

24 Q. When you were talking wfith Officer Belton and Officer

25 Wilkins back in October of 1983, were you shcn^n a asmposite
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1  photograph of suspect?

2  A. Yes, I was.

3  Q. Did you participate in any way in formulating this

4  composite?

5  A. No, I didn'to

6  MR, BOYLES: Approach the witness, Your Honor ?

7  Q, Mr. Ford, I'll hand you a document marked Defendant's

8  Exhibit number four which is entitled at the top "wanted"

9  and ask you if that is a copy of the composite that you saw.

10 A. Yes, this is the same composite. It wasn't on this

11 particular paper. It was the original composite and done a

12 by the police artist,

13 Q. But this is the original copy of that tliat you saw?

14 A. Yes,

15 Q. And when you talked with the officers back in 1983,

16 did you identify this composite photograph for than?

17 A, Yes, I told thera that in 1983, that that composite

18 looked more — it was close to the description of the person

19 that attacked Mr. Wilson,

20 Q, The one that actually had the brick?

21 A. Yes. ;

22 Q. Mr. Ford, had you seen the attack on Mr. Wilson

23 saying you recognized those three individuals, were any of

24 the three individuals you saw that night Sammy Mitchell?

25 A* No, Sir.
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1  Q» Had it been Saiiimy Mitchell, (3o you think you would

2  have recognized hira?

3  A. Without a doubt.

4  Q. Did you see Samaiy Mitchell anywhere in that area that

5  night?

6  A. Mo, I di<^'t see Saj«n\y Mitchell at all tliat ni^t.

7  Q. I believe you testified that you gave the names to

8  the police department back in 1983 to work out some kind of

9  deal with the charges that were against you here then?

10 A, Well, it wasn't a deal for the charges. It was

11 mainly a deal to get out on bond.

12 Q. And you were released on bond?

13 A. Yes. I t-zas released on bond in exchange for

14 information about the murder, I lived up to my bargain,

15 And I heard no more about the case until I read about it in

16 1986, this past summer,

17 (Mr. Boyles and Mr. Bedsworth confer.)

18 Q. Now, as a result of the charges that were against

19 you, did you have to serve some time in North Carolina?

20 A. Not for — well, not for the particular charges that

21 I got out on bond for, the police department let me out on

22 bond for. But I did do time in North Carolina for other

23 charges.

24 Q. And do you recall approximately when you started that

25 time?
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1  A. December of '83, approximately December, '83«

2  Q. I believe you alreg% testified that you went

3  back to South Carolina to complete the serving of the armed

4  robbery sentence in December of '85, is that correct?

5  A. Yes»

6  Q« After you gave the statement to Private Investigator

7  Burns that we've just referred to, did you have occasion to

8  talk with some police officers from Winston-Sal em?

9  A, Oh, yes. I spoke with two officers from the

10 Winston-Salem Police Department the same day, later on in

11 the evening.

12 Q. You talking about the same day as the day you gave

13 Mr. Burns the statement?

14 A. Yes. When Mr. Burns came down to see me, he told me

15 that he was coming to interview me for the purpose of

16 obtaining information that I had given Larry relating to

17 this particular trial.

18 Q. And the officers came sometime later that day?

19 A, Yes, They came approximately nine o'clock that

20 evening, nine o'clock PM. Mr, Burns was down about ten —

21 about ei ght o' clock AM. . >

22 Q. All right. How long did you spend with the officers

23 that came down that night?

24 A, Well, we spent about five hours together, totally.

25 Q, And during that period of time, did you give a
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1  statement to those officers as well?

2  h* Yes# I gave a statement.

3  Q. Do you recall about what time you gave that

4  Statement?

5  A. It was four o'clock in the morning.

6  Q, And was that a written statement as well?

7  A, Yes# it was a written statement.

8  Q. And you had been talking to then for hoxv long up

9  until that time?

10 A. About four hours.

11 Q, Did either of these officers say anything to you

12 about your testimony here in this trial?

13 A, Yes, they spoke with me about my testimony.

14 Q, What did they say to you?

15 A. They said that if I testified in this county — this

16 trial# that I would be perjuring myself because 1 am lying;

17 I that that statement that I submitted to Mr. Burns# the

18 private investigator# was a lie; and that if I testify and

19 that Mitchell is convicted, that I would be convicted of

20 perjury. They said a lot —

21 Q. Did they say if you were convicted of perjury# that

22 you would serve more time?

23 A, Yes, they told me I would serve ten years in the

24 penitentiary. After I finished up in South Carolina, I

25 would have to come here and continue to do more time. If I
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1  came to testify*

2  Q, In spite of that^ you still came in voluntarily to

3  testify?

4  h, YeSr sir,

5  Q, Are you lying nov;?

6  A, KOf sir,

7  Q, The statement that you gave to the police officers

8  that night, do you feel that that statement was given under

9  duress?

10 A, It was given under duress,

11 Q. Bad you had any sleep up until that time?

12 A. No, sir.

13 Q« What time do you generally go to bed down there at

14 Goodman Correctional?

15 A, Lights out at ten o'clock,

16 Q, The statement that you gave to them, does that change

17 the statement that you gave to Detective Burns?

18 A, No, it doesn't change the statement,

19 Q, What's different in the two statements?

20 A. The difference in the two statements is that I am

21 showing the ability to make a mistake in terms of being

22 accurate, I mean — you know, there is four sides to

23 everything. Sometimes we don't always want to admit there

24 is four sides or maybe more than four sides.

25 Q, The statement that you gave to the officer, how does
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1  that change this statement?

2  A. It doesn't change that statement at all* I'm only

3  being philosophical about accuracies, the truth —

4  Q« Such as what?

5  A* Such as the <tescription of a brick and a rock, and

6  maybe the (Ascription of how far in distance I was from the

7  attack when it occurred that night. And the diacrepancv of

8  maybe the time it occurred.

9  Q, Is there any discrepancy between the two statements

10 that the fact you saw the crime committed?

11 A. No, sir.

12 Q, Or that you saw v/ho committed the crime?

13 A. No, sir, thre is no discrepancy in that. There is no

14 discrepancy that I can identify the people that participated

15 in the attack. I one hundred percent recognized them and

16 one hundred percent maintain that those individuals are the

17 ones who attacked Mr. Wilson that night.

18 Q. Prior to the time that Mr. Burns came down to see

19 you, the private investigator that took this statement,

20 prior to that time, had anyone from Winston-Sal era contacted

21 you regarding Saramy Mitchell or his case?

22 A. No, sxr.

23 Q. Can you read, Mr. Pord?

24 A, Yes.

25 MR, BOVLES: Approach the witness, Your Honor?
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1  Q. This is Defendant' s Exhibit number five that you

2  previously identified as your statement. Tell me if you can

3  read that or if you prefer that I read it,

4  I can read it.

5  Q, Okay. If you would, read that statement, please,

6  A. "My name is James Robert Ford, Jujiior, I am

7  currently at Goodman Correctional Institution in Columbia,

8  South Carolina. I am giving this statement to Les Burns who

9  has informed me he is a private investigator working for

10 Charlotte Attorney James E, Ferguson, the second. I am

11 giving this statement voluntarily and without promise of

12 reward or and without any threat being made against me. It

13 is my understanding that — it is my understanding that

14 James E» Ferguson is the attorney representing Darryl Hunt

15 in the charges against him involving the death of Arthur

16 Wilson.

17 "I am a witness to the murder of Arthur Wilson. On

18 the night that he was killed, I was at the corner of 18th

19 and Claranont in Winston-Sal an North Carolina, I believe it

20 was around one o'clock or two o'clock in the morning. I saw

21 three guys at this intersection. One guy was standing next

22 to the white store on the corner. The truck was parked in

23 front of the store and the other two guys were standing

24 there. I walked past than going to the next street from

25 Claremont. I visited a house on the street one block over
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1  from Clareciont and stayed five to ten minutes, I went back

2  the same way and while I vms on the path approaching

3  Claremont, I saw the same three guys robbing a man. One of

4  the men used a brick to hit the man in the head. The other

5  two guys went through his pockets. One took his watch,

6  "They ran down Claranont toward 17th Street. I seen

7  these three guys/ three men before on a daily basis. One

8  was approximately five eleven# dark complexion# and weighed

9  one hundred 50 to one hundred 60 pounds. He was slender in

10 appearance and wore his hair close cut v/ith a part in the

11 left side. He had a — he had on jeans# tennis shoes and a

12 regular ^irt* He's the one that hit the man with the

13 brick. He looked to be 19 or 20 years old. The second guy

14 was heavy set# about five eight, brown complexion# had curls

15 in his hair. Wore jeans and tennis shoes and a regular

16 shirt. The third guy which is the brother or cousin to the

17 second guy lived in the same house was approximately five

18 six or five seven. Weighed about one hundred 50 pounds,

19 Wore jeans and tennis shoes, h red and white jogging top,

20 His hair was close cut,

21 "I know Sammy Mitchell and Darryi Hunt. I know — I

22 have known Sammy Mitchell since 1966 or '67. I have known

23 Darryi Hunt since '83. I don't think I know Merritt Drayton

24 or Merritt Williams, I might know him by face or nickname,

25 Sammy Mitchell and Darryi Hunt were definitely not the men 1
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1  saw attack the man on that night. I did not see Darryl Hunt

2  or Sammy Mitchell that night. I had not been to Eseile's

3  drink house that night# so I do not know if Sammy Mitchell

4  or Darryl Hunt were at his drink house or not.

5  "The attack on the man happened on Claremont at

6  approximately 20 yards from the church which is located

7  about 50 yards frc«a 18th Street. It was under tiie street

8  light and I didn't have any problem seeing that night.

3  After the attack, I walked directly up to the man and looked

10 down at him. I saw that he was still alive and felt that he

11 would be able to get up# so I just left,

12 "Later on that same day# X found out the man was the

13 father or stepfather of one of the men that I had associated

14 with. I don't recall if I heard the man's name or not.

15 "I did not see a car at the scene that night.

16 However# it is possible that a car could have been coming up

17 from i7th Street,

IB "A few weeks after — a few weeks after that# I spoke

19 with a detective from the Winston-Salon Police Department,

20 I think his name is Bel ton. He is a black officer. He told

21 me a man had witnessed the three guys running away and that

22 the man ran after them. He said this guy was driving by in

23 a^li^ car^ and his girl friend was in the car with him, I
24 know I did not see this roan drive by and he didn't drive by

25 me. Maybe he came up from 17th Street; but whatever he did#
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1  I didn't him or his girl friend,

2  "Belton showed me a composite sketch of one of the

3  suspects that the man in the blue car had described to the

4  police, h composite sketch fit the description of the guy

5  that hit the man with the brick,

6  "I have read this statement and I swear it is true^

7  so help me God. James Robert For d. "

8  Q, All right, Mr, Ford, if you would step down here,

9  please, sir,

10 Again, ladies and gentlemen, if you can't see this,

11 please let roe know,

12 Now, do you recognize this enlargement photogra^v

13 which is labeled state's Exhibit number three?

14 A. Yes, sir.

15 Q, Now, this is 1816 down here. This is shown as 18th

16 Street, is that correct?

17 A. Yes,

18 Q, And Clarenont?

19 A. Yes.

20 Q, Okay. Describe for us as you went across this way

21 the first time, which way you were going.

22 A. Okay, I was approaching Claremont on 18th Street

23 right here. Walking.

24 Q. All right,

25 A, I walked up here. As I approached here, I saw the
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1  three guys at a store* There is a whit© store rig^t behind

2  this tree*

3  Q, All right,

4  As There usually is a truck? gas truck parked rig^ifc in

5  front of the truck? or oil truck. I came on across and this

6  is when I made note of those guys standing in the darkness.

7  I didn't speak? so I just walked on through. And it's a

8  path right here as you pass this store. This is the path.

9  Q. Are you referring to this line going through here?

10 A. Yes? this line through here.

11 Q. All right.

12 A. There is a path that I took on my approach to Locust?

13 right here.

14 Q. All right. Now, as you came back through? did you

15 follow this same path back?

10 A. Yes.

17 Q. All right? tell us —

18 A, I went to this house.

19 Q» Okay,

20 A, I took this path to this house here. The path go

21 behind the house• I didn't go that way. And it goes beside

22 the house. I went beside the house.

23 Q, Okay? come on back to the stand, now.

24 A. Okay, I went to that house. I came back the same

25 way. Same way.
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1  Q. Okay,. How, where were you when you saw the attack?

2  A, I was right here in front of this store which is

3  behind the tree.

4  Q, And where did you see the attack take place?

5  A, The attack took plac^ right here.

6  MR. BOYLES; Can you all see that with the glare?

7  A. The attack took place right there.

8  Q. Is not — it's your testimony then you stayed in that

9  area until the attack completed?

10 A. Yes, the attack delayed me. I stood there.

11 Q« After you went to see Holiday, the man in the street

12 that was hurt, which way did you leave to go on?

13 A, He was there, X walked there, looked at him, felt

14 that he would be all right and went back the same way, down

15 iSth Street.

16 Q. All right. And when the individuals left, after they

17 left him, which way did they go?

18 A. They went this way.

19 Q. All right.

20 (The witness returns to the witness stand.)

21 Q. Since your testimony in this first trial about a

22 month ago, have you had occasion to talk with anyone else

23 representing Sammy Mitchell?

24 A, Yes, Representing Sammy Mitchell?

25 Q. Representing Sammy Mitchell,
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1  A, Well, I spoke vuth Les again.

2  Q. All right. Have you had occasion to talk with any

3  additional police officers?

4  A, Yes. I spoke v/ith Sergeant McCoy and Officer Hicks

5  fcora the Winston-Sal^ Police Uepactinent,

6  Q, How, Sergeant McCoy sitting ne^t to this gentleman

7  you've alrea<^ referred to as Mr, Bel ton?

8  A, Yes*

9  Q. And Miss Hicks is sitting beside him?

10 A, Yes,

11 Q. When did you talk to them?

12 A. I don't remember the exact date. I think two weeks

13 ago,

14 Q, Approximately two weeks ago?

15 A, Yes.

16 Q. And was that at Goodman Correctional Institute?

17 A. Yes, that was at Goodman,

18 Q, And during that conference with Detective Hicks and

19 McCoy, did they have occasion to show you some j^otographs?

20 A* Yes, they showed me a £^oto line-up,

21 Q, What.did they first tell you that they were coming

22 down there for, when they first came in to see you?

23 A, Well, they told me that they had read article in the

24 Chronicle, Winston-Sal em Chronicle, newspaper, in reference

25 to my knowing the actual murderers — the actual murderers
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1  of Mr# Wilson and that I was willing to give their identity

2  in court. They told me that they were there for that

3  particular reason. And they carried on oonversation that

4  was unrelated to my identifying —

5  Q. What did they tell you?

6  A. Wei If they told me that — right off the bat# they

7  told me I was lying, you know. Right off. From —

8  Q, Did they tell you anything about coming up here and

9  testifying?

10 A, Yes. They didn't want me to testify.

11 Q. Did they tell you that?

12 A. Yes, they told me that.

13 Q. All right.

14 A, They told me they didn't want me to testify. They

15 told me that I would perjure myself, you know, if I

16 testified? and that if I testify, something bad mic^t happen

17 to me.

18 Q. All right. Now, did they ever show you the

19 photographs?

20 A. After we talked for about an hour and a half, then

21 they brought the jtiotograi^s out.

22 Q, And from those E^otographs, did you recognize any of

23 the individuals?

24 A, Yes, I recognized the individual that participated in

25 the murder. They corresponded with the names that I
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1  submitted in 1983«

2  Q„ *^li right,

3  (Mr, Boyles and Mr, Bedsworth confer,)

4  (Mr, Boyles confers v;ith Mr. Mitchell.)

5  Q. Did Mrs, — Miss Hicks have a osnversation with you

6  when she v?as down there c»neerning any coo^ration that you

7  might give them, depending on the outcome of this case?

8  A. Yes, Miss Hicks was very rude in the beginning.

9  Q, What did he she ̂ y to you?

10 A. Wellt first of all, when I walked in the office, we

11 were at Goodman and we off a little small office to use.

12 Q, Mr, Ford, ny question is: Did Mrs, Hicks say

13 anything to you concerning your cooperation with the police

14 department depending on the outcome of this case?

15 A. Yes.

16 Q, What did she say?

17 A. She asked rae, you know, after a while, would I

18 testify in the event that Sammy Mitchell was found innocent

19 or is acquitted for than, you know, would I testify for the

20 State in prosecuting the real mur«ferers,

21 Q. And what was your answer?

22 A. I told her yeah,

23 . MR. BOYLES: Your witness.

24 THE COURT: All right, Mr. Walker

25
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CROSS SmMIKATION BY MR, WM.KER3

Q. Mr, Ford, your observation of this incident on

September 17th, 1983, occurred during one of the three

intervals in the last 20 years v;hen you haven't been in

prison, is that correct?

A. I didn't understand the question.

Q. You weren't in prison in September of 1983?

A* Mo.

Q. How long had you been out at that time?

A, Maybe a year and a half.

Q. Year and a half?

A. Yes.

Q. All right. Mow you were convicted in, was it Aiken,

South Carolina?

A. Aiken, South Carolina.

Q, In 1971 of armed robbery?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. How old were you at that time?

A. I was 18 years old,

Q. You had been convicted of minor offenses in North

Carolina prior to that time, had you not? Assault, things

like that?

A,

Q.

Yes.

You received what sentence?
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1  h, I received a 21 year sentence»

2  Q« How long were you incarcerated before you were

3  paroled?

4  A. I vias incarcerated for seven yearSj, in maximum

5  security.

6  Q. You got out in 1977 sometime?

7  A. 1978»

8  Q. Excuse me. March of *78?

9  A. Yes.

10 Q. And how long did you remain out tefore you went back

11 to prison?

12 A. Two years, approximately two years.

13 Q. And in 1980, you were c»nvict@d of larceny, received

14 a sentence and then your parole was revoked?

15 A. Yes, sir.

15 Q. When were you released fraa that sentence? June of

17 1981? Does that sound right?

18 A. Yes, sir, I think that is accurate.

19 Q. So it was during the period of that release that you

20 again oaxae back to winston'-Sal©n and witnessed this

21 incident, is that correct?

22 A. During that time, during the course of tiie time that

23 I was out, yes.

24 Q. All right. Now, in 1983, did you have a drug problen

25 then?
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1 A, YeSf I dipped and dabbed in drugs.

2 Q» Were you working during that tirae?

3 Mor I v/asn®t working at that time.

4 Q. How were you supporting your drug habit?

5 A. Weil, I was ̂ ing landscaping viork and doing odd jobs

6 in the asmmunity tliat gsople needed done around their houses

7 as far as cutting their grass and cutting vacant lots and

8 sfcuff like that, painting.

9 Q. What sort of drugs were you using on a regular basis?

10 A* Well, I use cocaine.

11 Qe Did you ever use heroin?

12 A. No, sir•

13 Q. You use cocaine with a needle?

14 A, Yes, sir.

15 Q. Now, on the ni^it this happened, you say you were

16 walking down toward Locust Street?

17 A» No, sir, I was walking on 18th, approaching —

18 Q. Your ctestination was on Locust?

19 A. Yes*

20 Q. Where were you going?

21 A« I v;as going to buy cocaine.

22 Q. FrcHft whom?

23 A, A friend of mine*

24 Q. What's his name?

25 hv I was going to A1 Barnhill's house.
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23 Q,

24 A,

25 Q»

850

A1 Barnhxil?

M Barnhill.

And I foolievs you said you had some money with you?

I had fifty c3ollars at the, time.

Where did you get that money?

Working,

Here?

Working,

Your money ?

Yes.

And what were you going to taiy with it?

i said drugs.

Well? what kind?

Cocaine.

Were the drugs for your use?

So,

You were going to spend your money on it?

Yes.

Who were you buying for?

A girl.

What's her name?

Madeline Lewis,

Had you been with Mrs, Lefis that evening?

Yes,

Where?
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1  A* Weilf we at — in a house on 19th Streets

2  Q, What house?

3  A, Bill Daughthit'a house. He was in an association

4  with Curtis Minorf and they were renovating the house and I

5  were doing work there.

0  Q, tThat sort of renovations?

7  A. Weil, landscaping, carpentry, plumbing.

8  Q. Making it a home for someone to live in?

9  A. No.

10 Q« What was th© purpose in the renovations going on?

11 A. I v?as told at the tipae it would b© a combination of

12 recreation facility and drink house.

13 Q» Going to be a drink house, liquor house, right?

14 A, In other words, yes,

15 Q. And you were helping to get this place built for that

16 purpose, is that correct?

17 A. I was there for money, I was working for money, I

18 wasn't concerned about what it would be.

19 Q. You weren't concerned about it?

20 A, No.

21 Q. But you knew?

22 A. Yes, I knew. I was aware of it.

23 Q, And you knew that was a violation of the law for you

24 to be involved in that?

25 A. It wasn't a violation of the law to make money, to
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1 work.

2 Q, It would have been a violation of the law for you to

3 possess any kind of drugs, wouldn't it?

4 A, Yes, I'm aware of that.

5 Q. A violation of the promise you made when you were

6 paroled that you v/ouldn't that, isn't that correct?

7 A. Yes, I violated my parole.

8 Q. All right. Had you been at this house on 19th Street

B all day long?

10 A, Yes. For quite a while.

11 Q. Anybody else there drinking?

12 A. At that time, no one was drinking.

13 Q, Was anybody else there using drugs?

14 A, During the time that v;e were doing work, no one was

15 using drugs*

16 Q* Did the house open that night?

17 A* —

18 Q» Curtis Minor's house?

19 A, Yes, it was open.

20 Q. So sometime before one or two o'clock in the morning,

21 people doing drugs there, is that right?

22 A. I saw no one doing drugs.

23 Q. Anybody buying drugs?

24 A* Yes,

25 Q* Buying liquor?
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A.

Q.

Yes.

You were there the whole time?

3  A, They won't buying drugs at the house* They were

4  buying drugs from other houses,

5  Q. Were there drugs there at the house where you were?

6  A. No.

7  Q. No liquor ?

8  A. No liquor,

9  Q* Were you drinking?

10 A. No.

11 Q* You've got an alcohol problem, don't you?

12 A. No,

13 Q. I thought you said you were a member of AA.

14 A, I said NA, narcotics anonymous,

15 Q. Were you drinking at that time?

16 A. Wo,

17 Q. You were a non-drinker?

18 A, Yes,

19 Q, So you had nothing to drink, no drugs at all on the

20 evening of September 16th. Is that your testimony under

21 oath 7

22 A. That's right.

23 Q« A weekend.

24 A. Yes,

25 Q. You had a hundred dollars or fifty dollars or
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1  v/hatever —

2  A, Fifty ctoilars*

3  Q, — in your pocket that day and you didn't use any

4  narcotics?

5  A, No.

6  Q. Well, you were a junkie then, v/eren't you, Mr. Ford?

7  A. No.

8  Q, A user of drugs?

9  A, I woule&'t classify a^self as a junkie.

10 Q, What's a junkie?

11 A. Well, it's different forms. Different definitions of

12 being a junkie.

13 Q. Tell me your definition,

14 A. I feel that a junkie is a person who has a severe

15 habit for —

16 Q, Is that different from a drug problem, as you you put

17 it, that caused you to be in narcotics anor^mous?

18 A, I think I was more of a person experimenting with

19 drugs,

20 Q. You were ei^erimenting in 1983?

21 A. Yes.

22 Q. Hadn't you been experimenting since the '60's?

23 A. No, I had never done drugs before 1980,

24 Q. That armed robbery wasn't getting money to buy drugs

25 in 1971?
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1  A. No? it wasn't,

2  Q. Why did you do that?

3  £'1R. BEE>Sl'70RTH: Objection. Your Honor.

4  IHE COURTS Overruled,

5  HIE WITNESSs Should I answer?

6  THE CDORTs Yes, sir,

7  Q, You may answer. Please ds.

8  A, t4eilr it was for the purpose of money,

B  Q, I mean were you fc«aying a house? You were using drugs

10 then, weren't you, Mr. Ford?

11 A, No, sir,

12 Q, All right. Let's go back to September 17th, Hadn't

13 used drugs but there were drugs available up there at Curtis

14 Minor's house, v/eren't there?

15 A. No, sir.

16 Q, There were not. Were there drugs available on IQtli

17 Street?

18 A, No, sir.

19 Q. Where were the nearest drugs?

20 A. Al's house, Claremont,

21 Q, How many blocks v;as that away from where you were?

22 A. Three,

23 Q, Were you taking the most direct route there?

24 A, That was the closest route. Through the path. That

25 made it shorter.
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1  Q. Did you leave Curtis Minor' s house fcy your self?

2  A, Yes, I did.

3  Q, Where was your girl friend?

4  A, I t have a girl friend,

5  Q, I'm sorry, I must have misunderstood you, I thought

6  you were buying drugs for your girl friend,

7  A, A girl, Madeline Lewie, She was not my girl friend

8  in the strict «fefinition of being a girl friend,

9  Q. Okay, Sorry if I mis-spoke that. You were buying

10 drugs for her, though, with your money?

11 A. Yes,

12 Q. Why?

13 A, Because she's done it for me,

14 Q. You weren't going to buy any for yourself?

15 A. If she wanted to offer me some, X probably would have

16 taken it.

17 Q. But you were going to take every dollar you had in

18 your pocket, all your hard-earned money fran raking leaves,

19 mowing lawns, and buy somebody else the drugs and not use

20 any for yourself. Is that your testimony today under oath?

21 A. I'm testifying that the fifty dollars I had in my

22 pocket at that particular time I bought for Madeline Lewis,

23 the cocaine. Yes,

24 Q. All right. In any event, you left by yourself and

25 went toward Locust Street?
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A® Yes»

Q. And sav? these three men lurking in the shadows?

A. Yes,

Q» Did you go around than?

A, No, I walked right past than,

Q, But you Icnew tii®.?

A, I recognized then,

Q« You knew tlieir names?

A. No, I didi't know their names,

Q, You did not know their names?

A, No,

Q, You knov/ their names now?

A, I know one of their names and the last name of

another. At that particular time, I did not know their

names, I knew them from observation and their participation

in activities around the community, in that area. On a

day-to-day basis, I would see than.

Q, So these are people that you saw together every day?

A, Yes.

Q* Did you consider them to be kids? They were younger

than you, is that right?

A, Yes, I didn't consider them to be kids, you know. I

considered thcsm to be youthful,

Q* See them playing basketball together, things like

that?



Ford - cross

858

1  hf Right,

2  Q. So you knew in three of them, knew they hung out

3  together and knew they were friends?

4  A* Yes, sir.

5  Q. Didn' t speak to them?

S  A« No.

7  Q. Was anybody else out there at the time?

8  A. No, I only saw those three guys.

9  Q, Nobody in the whole area there of 17th, 18th,

10 Clarsmont out on the street at that time?

11 A. I saw person walking up the street of Clar^r.ont.

12 Q. Did you recognise that person?

13 A. For me to say it was Mr. Wilson would be wrong,

14 because I oouldn' t make out the image of the person

15 approaching me. It was dark. But I'm assuming that that

16 was Mr, Wilson coming up the street.

17 Q. Was there only one person out there at that time?

18 A. Only one person.

19 Q, When you first went by?

20 A. When I first went by, there were three guys lurking

21 in the darkness, idly standing by, and one man walking up

22 the street,

23 Q, And you didn't see anybody else in the whole two

24 block area?

25 A. No, sir,
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Q.

A,

Q.

A.

Q.

A.

Coming down Clarenont?

Mor sic.

All right, lou went on down to Locust?

Yes.

Bought drugs?

Yes.

Q. Who did you fcuy from?

A, I bought fran a gay v;hom I don't remember his name.

He worked there. His job was to sell drugs,

Q, Did you know him?

A. I knev/ him only fropa that house and doing what he was

doing, selling drugs. That's the only v/ay I knew him.

Q, You had bought frcsn him tefore?

A, Yes,

Q. Were you a regular customer there?

A, I wouldn't say I was a regular customer, but I was —

I was known well enough for him to know he could sell me

drugs, but without a p: obi on,

Q. Did they have drugs there on the premises?

A. What Eternises?

Q, At Al's house?

A. Yeah, that's where I bought the drugs from.

Q. You bought what?

A. Bought

Q, What did you buy?
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A,

A,

Fifty dollars worth.

Of what?

Cocaine,

Q» Do you recall hov/ It was packaged?

A, Pardon?

Q. Do you recall how it was packaged?

A, What you mean packaged?

Q. How was it wrapped up, five dime bags or —

A, Yes, five dime bags, different packages.

Q. Ail right. Now, how long would you say that took?

A, It took, I say approximately five to ten minutes.

Q. And took a couple more minutes to walk down there and

couple more to get back to Clar«Hnont# right?

A, Yes,

Q, So it was perhaps ten minutes from the time that you

saw the three guys the first time till you saw than the next

time, is that right?

A, From — I say from five to ten minutes.

Q« Well, now, five, is that right?

A, I said five to ten minutes from the beginning. I did

not make note of the time, I'm assuming, and I'm making up

Q. Are you telling us now you could have walked that

extra two blocks to Locust, gone in the house and bought the

drugs and made the two blocks back in five minutes?
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1  A, It's not two blocks. From vjhere the guys were

2  standing in the <3arkness to the house on Locust? it's not a

3  five minute v^alk.

4  Q, You didn't spend any time in the house where the

5  drugs were sold? is that cig^it?

6  A» Yes? it takes time.

7  Q, It's not like going up to Li'i General and flashing

8  something down on the counter and walking out? is it?

9  A, Scraetimes. It depends.

10 Q. Got to wrap a little bit? make sure everything is

11 cool? don't you?

12 A, Are you asking me a question?

13 Q, Yes? that's a question. Don't you have to do that

14 when you go to toy drugs?

15 A. Well? sounds like you're telling me? but if you want

16 to knov/? I'll tell you. It takes time at times. Just at

17 times. Different circumstances and different situations.

18 Maybe you can go there? have your money in front? you get

19 your drugs right out back. At times, you may go there? it

20 take ten to fifteen minutes to get your drugs. At that,

21 particular time, it didn't take long? when I was there.

22 Q, You r@nember that particular night above all others?

23 A* Yes,

24 Q. So it COuldn' t have taken ten or fifteen minutes?

25 A. Pardon me?
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1  Q. Could it have been as long as 15 minutes that you

2  were there?

3  A, I doubt it.

4  Q. Could it have been?

5  A. I doubt it very seriously.

6  Q. Well, however long it was, whether 15 or 20 or 30 or

7  five, when you got back up there, Arthur Wilson had made it

8  one block, is that right?

9  A» Yes*

10 Q. Was he moving that slew when you saw him?

11 A. Drunk man moves slow*

12 Q» Could you tell he was drunk when you first saw him?

13 A. Yes.

14 Q. How could you tell that?

15 A. I could see him staggering. I could see the motion*

16 See what we're dealing with a situation that occurs quite

17 frequently in the black community where you have teenagers

18 or someone at liquor houses waiting for a person that have

19 money and who is getting drunk on the outside of the house

20 to rob them, so I recognized this set-up at that time.

21 Q. I believe you said teenagers or someone in a liquor

22 house•

23 A, Or someone. I'm speaking in general. It could be

24 anybody. You could be the victim. If you want to hang out

25 at liquor houses and get drunk and have a pocket full of
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1  money, you take taking a chance of getting beat in the head

2  and robbed,

3  Q. Welly go back to the question. In any eventr for

4  whatever reason, it took him that long a time to walk one

5  block.

6  A, Yes.

7  Q. Did you see anybody else out there that night?

8  A. No, I didn't see anyone else.

9  Q. Nobody else had come in that two block area during

10 the time you were ^ne?

11 A. No, sir,

12 Q. Or at least they weren' t out there when you came

13 back?

14 A, No, sir.

15 Q. Who did you see other than the three people and

16 Holiday?

17 A. No one else.

18 Q. No one else was out there?

19 A. No one.

20 Q. NO police officers?

21 A. No.

22 Q. Not your girl friend?

23 A. No.

24 Q. Not anybody in a car?

25 A. No.
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1 Q.

2 A«

3 Q.

4 A.

5 Q.

6 A,

7 Q.

8 A.

9 Q»

10 A.

11 Q.

12 and

13 A.

14 Q.

15 the

16 A.

17 Q.

18 A.

19 Q»

20 A.

21 Q»

22 A,

23 Q,

24 A.

25 man

864

Hot Ronald McGee?

Who is that?

Not Linda Walser?

Who are those people?

Nobody from the ambulance cre^;?

No.

Nobody moving in the whole area?

No,

No cars moving?

tJo.

So it was ail over with and you had gone up to him

oked at him and left?

Right,

NoWf you saw one of these people — three people hit

a in the head, is that right?

Yes.

Whereabouts? Where on his head?

I would say on the left side of his head.

On the left side?

Yes.

All right.

From the left sicte of his head.

Where was he hit?

He hit him on the left side. From the — he hit the
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1  the man was facing him and he bit him on the left side of

2  his head.

3  Q. So they were face to face when he hit hira?

4  Yes.

5  Q. Where would you classify that wound? On the side of

6  tiie head, front, or back?

7  A. That's the back.

8  Q. That's the back, isn't it?

9  A. Um-hum*

10 Q. You don't know who that is. Would you be surprised

11 if I told you that vifas Arthur Wilson?

12 A, Wo, that's what we're here for,

13 Q. Now, what did he hit him with, Mr. Ford?

14 A. A large brick.

15 Q. A large brick. And that's just like you said in this

16 statement that you gave to the private investigator during

17 the course of the first trial of this case, isn't that

18 right?

19 A. Um-hura,

20 Q, So you hadn't talted to anybody about what kind of

21 object it was prior to September 9th. is that right?

22 A. That's right.

23 Q, And you Imow no\i? on September 9th, we're in the

24 middle right here in this courtroom on this first trial, is

25 that right?
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1  A. Right,

2  Q, And you know also that was about a day or half or two

3  days before the doctor testified about what kind of wound we

4  had in that man's head, do you know that?

5  A, Mo*

6  Q« All right. But you don't dispute that, do you?

7  MR, BEDSWORTH: Objection.

8  A. Dispute what?

9  HIE COURT: Well, he said he didn't know*

10 Sustained,

11 Q* All right. Now, — so before the medical testimony

12 came out, you made the statement that it was brick that made

13 that wound?

14 A* Yes*

15 Q. And now you' re sticking v;ith that. Is that right,

16 you thought it was a brick?

17 A, I maintained that in 1983 when I talked to Mr* Helton

18 from the Winston-Sal em Police Department in the interview,

19 I told thoEQ that in 1983 that it was a brick. I still

20 maintain that.

21 Q* What's a brick?

22 A* Well, you have different forms of brick. You have a

23 mortar brick, you have masonry brick, you have what —

24 Q* All right, tell me what this is.

25 A. That's a masonry brick.
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Q» This is what you call a masonry brick like you find

laying on the street?

ye s«

Q. Is that right?

A, That's a masonry brick,

Q, Anything unusual about that brick?

A. Other than it's old.

Q. All right. That is an old brick?

A. Yeah.

Q. What other kind of bricks are there?

A. There are — in my definition, and what I was

commonly taught growing up, is a large rock is a brick.

Q. Man-made or natural?

A. What.

Q.

A*

Q.

hand.

Man-made or natural?

Man-made or natural.

Is this — is this a brick? Hold it, hold it in your

A, It oould be considered as a brick. But I see —

yeah, it could be considered as a brick,

Q. Well, that's a piece of masonry, but it's not like

what you build a brick house out of, so is that a brick?

A. It could be considered as a brick.

Q. What were you talking about when you wrote it on this

piece of paper: I saw the man hit in the head with a brick?
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1  This?

2  A large object similar to that.

3  Q, Similar to this. Hov; similar?

4  A. The width and size.

5  Q. Well? how close? How close is this?

6  A. It doesn't look anything like what I described as far

7  as being a mortar brick, A mortar brick? what I'm speaking

8  of when I say mortar? is --

9  Q. Well? is this mortar? That's «ncrete isn't it,

10 rocks in it?

11 A. yes.

12 Q. Isn't that what you described?

13 A. No. I said mortar. Do you understand what a mortar

14 is? Cement mortar. Mixture of sand? water and some other

15 ingredients that you mix up for the purpose of laying

16 bricks,

17 Q, How big was it?

18 A, And in the course of mixing that up? it forms into a

19 brick once it is hardened. If you don't get it off in time

20 and lay your bricks, it forms a brick? it forms a rock or

21 whatever you want to call it. With little rocks inside of

22 it,

23 Q. Like a cinder block?

24 A. No.

25 Q« In any event? this piece of whatever? wasn't that
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kind of brick, wasn't that kind of brick, it was another

kind of brick, how big was it?

About like that.

Q.

A,

Q»

A,

What's that, 10 inches across?

That's what you see. That's what it is. I

How big was it this way?

Q. Well, let me just ask you thiss ^ou say it was like

this. Was it a brick shaped like this? Was that the shape

of it, was about like tiiat kind of brick?

A. That's not a brick.

Q.

A.

Q.

A.

You talking about something almost round, aren't you?

No,

No?

No, I've always •— I cannot give a very clear

description,

Q. Well, give it again, please,

A. The object that I saw Mr, Wilson attacked with was a

mason- — excuse me — was a brick in the form and shape

that took place as a result of mortar being accumulated and

rocks together.

Q. Is that your clear description?

A, I think it's accurate,

Q. What would you guess it weighed, based on size you

saw and the materials you described?
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1  A, Maybe 12 pounds, ten pounds«

2  Q. Ten or 12 pounds?

3  A* Yes.

4  Q, Did it look like something that had teen broken off

5  of something or was it a custom-made piece?

6  A, No, it wasn't broken off or anything like that. It

7  looked as if someone was making mortar and all of a sudden

8  stopped and tossed over to the side as waste.

9  Q. So wasn't formed to te anything?

10 A. No, it v/asn't formed. Just haptened to happen that

11 way. It just happened to be formed that way, after someone

12 had throwed away waste for mortar —

13 THE COURT: All right, v/e' ve teen over that, now.

14 Q. Looked like it had been discarded before it formed?

15 A. Yes, as waste.

16 MR. BEDSWORTH: Your Honor, I think he —

17 THE COURT: Sustained.

18 Q, Do you think it would have picked up any dirt while

19 it was laying around drying or would it have been real

20 smooth and clean and not left any debris when you hit

21 something with it?

22 A. Would you repeat that?

23 Q. No, sir. I withdraw the question,

24 Now — so after being face to face with this man, Mr.

25 Wilson — by the v/ay, how big would you say Arthur Wilson
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1  was? What would you say his height and weight was?

2  A. Five ten, maybe 150, 160.

3  Q. Five ten?

4  A. Yeah.

5  Q. How many inches is five ten? if you know? Would that

6  be 70 inches?

7  A, Maybe,

8  Q. All right. And you say somebody was face to face

9  with him when they hit him?

10 A, Yes.

11 Q. Kit him v/ith their right hand?

12 A, Yes.

13 Q. Somehow or another got around and put that blov/ back

14 here on the back part of his head, is that right?

15 A, That was the result.

16 Q, That' s your testimony?

17 A, I'm testifying that I saw the guy hit Mr, Wilson with

18 his right hand,

19 Q, All right,

20 A, With a brick in his right hand while face to face

21 with him.

22 Q, A 12 pound object?

23 A. Yes.

24 Q« Okay, Now, what did Mr, Wilson do when he got hit?

25 A. Fell,
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1  Q« Went down immediately?

2  A, yes.

3  Q« All rigiit. And then what happened?

4  A. When he went down^ the other two guys went through

5  his pockets and socks and I think they took his watch.

6  Q. All right. Did they take their time doing that or

7  did it seem like they were rushing or how would you describe

a  it?

9  A. I described him in the form or in the sense that they

10 wasn't rushing at the time, yes, they were rushing. It was

11 a robbery being committed.

12 Q« Well, wasn't anybody else out there, was it?

13 A. No.

14 Q. Were you where they could see you?

15 A. No, I was in the darkness where they were before the

16 attack occurred. When I approached 18th and Claremont, I

17 was standing in the same place they were in, in the

18 darkness. The attack delayed my continuing.

19 Q. What did you see .them take from his pocket?

20 A, Scsnething was taken from his pocket,

21 Q. Could you see it or do you just assume that from the

22 fact they put their hands in the man's pocket?

23 A. I assume it was money. I don't know what it was.

24 Q. Was he struggling and fighting with them?

25 A. No. The man v/as unconscious.
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Q. He was lanconscioiis? How a>uid you tell that fron

back in the shadows?

Well# he didii't resist.

Q. So he regained consciousness before you up to

him, is that right?

A, When I got up to him, he was moaning, he showed life.

He had life in him. He was not dead, I saw no blood. So I

assumed that he was not dead or he would be all right.

Excuse me.

Q»

A.

Q.

A.

Q.

Did you look for any blood?

No, I didi't look for any blood.

Was he on his face or on his back?

He was on his back.

Well, now, you were perfectly straight, is that

right? No liquor, no drugs, nothing wrong with you at the

time?

A. No.

MR, BOYLES: Objection.

THE COURT: Sustained.

Q. And you had just seen a man get hit in the head by a

young man with a ten to 12 pound object, is that correct?

A, Yes, sir.

Q. And you saw him immediately collapse to the ground?

A, Yes, sir.

Q, What did you do to help that man?
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1  A, Nothing, I did nothing, I approached him. I saw

2  life in him, I went on about my business, I wasn't there

3  to help, I can't get involved in everybo^'s affairs. You

4  know, this is a common thing,

5  Q, Well, you sure have jumped in one now, haven't you,

6  Mr. For d?

7  !4R, BOYLES; Objection.

8  TOE COURT; Well, sustained to the form.

9  Q, All right. Now, let's go back there. You didn't do

10 a thing?

11 A, No.

12 Q, Talk to him? You say hey, buddy, are you okay?

13 A, No.

14 Q, How close did you get to him?

15 A. As close as I am to this stenographer,

16 Q, You walked up to him and just stood right over him?

17 A, Yes,

18 Q. Lights on him?

19 A. Yes.

20 Q. Street lights?

21 A, Yes.

22 Q, You di&i' t see that gash in the back of his head?

23 A, He was laying on the back of his head, face up.

24 Q, How long did you stand there over top of him?

25 A, Maybe less than a minute.
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1  Q. Weil, let me ask. you this; How far were you from him

2  when you saw the assault take place?

3  A, 20, 30 yards»

4  Q, 20, 30 yards, maybe as far as back of the courtroora,

5  is that right?

6  A. That's much more than 30 yards.

7  Q. How far is it from you to me right now?

8  A, About ten yards.

9  Q. All right, 20, 30, somewhere in that area, is that

10 ri^t, that's how far away you were?

11 A. Yes.

12 Q, So you had to walk up there. How long you say that

13 took to walk that 30 yards?

14 A, Maybe 30 seconds.

15 Q. 30 seconds. How long did you stand over top of the

16 man?

17 A. Maybe 30 seconds,

18 Q« And then how long was it before you got completely

19 out of the area, completely off Claremont back into the

20 shadows? Another 30 seconds?

21 A. No. I don't think I — I didn't — I don't make it a

22 point to time myself. But I continued to walk, I couldn't

23 tell you exactly hov# long it took,

24 Q, But in any event, from the time you saw the man get

25 hit and the kids run away from him, it was at least one
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1  minute, 60 seconds that you v/ere there literally on the

2  scene, is that right?

3  A. No, sir.

4  Q. Well, now, 30 seconds to v/alk up there and 30 seconds

5  standing over a man, what does that equal to?

6  A, From the time the attack occurred, from the time I

7  left, I say I was on the scene for three or four minutes*

8  Q, Okay, three or four minutes. During that three or

9  four minutes, who did you see out there?

10 A, I identified the photos of the people that I saw.

11 Q. No, Afterwards, other people?

12 A, Afterwards?

13 Q, Yeah,

14 A. I did not return to the scene,

15 Q* During the three or four minutes that you were there

16 after the man was hit, what other people came around?

17 A. No one,

18 Q. Not a single soul stirring anywhere in the area?

19 A. No, sir,

20 Q. You di<an't hear anybody screaming the man's been hit?

21 A. No, sir.

22 Q, You didn' t see any cars come up from 17th Street, did

23 you?

24 A. I did not see any cars, I did not see anybody

25 screaming. And if someone was screaming on that corner or
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1  on that street at ail, if someone was screaming on 19th

2  Street which is about a block away, I would have heard them.

3  I would have seen than,

4  Q, If you had been there?

5  A. I was there.

6  Q. Was there a car there? Did you see a car chasing

7  those the three people that assaulted the man down the

8  street?

9  A, No, I didn't see a car chasing anyone.

10 Q. So that didn't happen?

11 A. I'm not saying it didn't happen.

12 MR. BOYLESs Objection.

13 THE COURT: Overruled.

14 Q. Did you ever see any headlights shine on any of these

15 people?

16 A. No, sir.

17 0. And you were still alone, weren't you, during this

18 time?

19 A. What time are you speaking of?

20 Q. When you saw the assault and were walking back to

21 19th Street.

22 A. The assault occurred first. Three people were there

23 assaulting Mr. Wilson.

24 Q. Ail right.

25 A. I witnessed it. I approached Mr. Wilson. I left. I
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1  was alone all the time#

2  Q« Did you ever go back down there?

3  No, sir.

4  Q, Never?

5  A, Never.

6  Q. you were not there when the ambulance paople were

7  there?

8  A. No, sir.

9  Q. Now, tell me scHnethingj What happened to this big

10 rock after the person hit him in the head with it?

11 A. Sir, I don't know.

12 Q« Weil, you sure got an awful good look at it from 30

13 yards not to realise V7hat happened to it, didn't you, Mr.

14 Ford? Did he put it in his pocket and go down the street

15 with it?

16 A. He dropped the rock.

17 Q, Dropped it where? Tell me that.

18 Tu Right fê side him.

19 Q, Right beside the man?

20 A. y@s.

21 Q, you <&5n't it in that photograph, do you?

22 A. No, I don't see a rock,

23 Q, Bow close was it? Is that where the man was laying

24 when you —

25 A, The rock was right beside him.
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Q,

A,

Q.

A«

How far av;ay from it? Close as me to you?

a?hat close?

Yes»

Q. During the three or four minutes that you were there

walking up and v/atching, did anybo«^ else come out there and

ignore the man and take the rock away?

A* I gave my statejaent*

Q. Did you see it happen?

A. Yes, I sav; it happen.

Q« You saw somebo^ take the rock?

A. No. I saw the attack.

Q. question is; Did you see anybody take that rock

before you left the scene?

A, No.

Q. Could you give me any reason, Mr. Ford, any reason at

all why anybody would have done that?

MR. BEDSWORTH: Objection.

THE COURT; Sustained.

Q. You didn't see the three people come back and take

the rock, did you?

MR, BEDSWORTO: He's answered that. Your Honor•

THE COURTI Sustained.

Q* So you left the man laying there in the street and

walked on back to the drink house?
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A,

A.

Q,

A.

Q.

A,

Q.

A,

Q*

A.

That's right*

What did you ̂  there?

1 delivered the stuff — i delivered the cocaine,

To

Madeline Lewis.

All right. She use it?

T'es.

Right there?

Yes.

You use any?

No.

You stay v/ith her the rest of the evening?

No.

Q, How ^ you know used it?

A. I assume cSne used it, I gave it to her,

Q, Oh? you ^n't know. You just assume?

A, Mo# I ̂ >n't know for a fact. She left. She left.

Q, When did you find out the man died?

A, When Ma<feiine Lewis came back. She left and come

back. She said that someone had someone was killed on

18th and Claremont,

Q. Is that the same night?

A. Same morning. It was maybe three o'clock# four

o'clock in the morning when she on got back,

Q, Did you tell anybody else what you had seen?
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1  h. Yes, I was at the bar in the basement and she came

2  in/ real excited, said that someone had been killed on 18th

3  and Claremont, And v;hen she said that, I realized that I

4  had viitnessed a murder, I had witnessed the attack that

5  occurred that night and I told her, I told her, I say I saw

6  that. Yeah,

7  Q, So you went back down there and told the police what

8  you had seen?

9  A, No, I didn' t go down there.

10 Q. You didn't. Why not?

11 A, Because I felt like X shouldn't get involved.

12 Q. You felt like you shouldn't get involved?

13 A, Yes.

14 Q. You knew who did it?

15 A, I recognized the people.

16 Q. Saw them?

17 A, Yes,

18 Q. And knew where they lived. You knew they had killed

19 a man and you didn't think you should get involved?

20 A. Yes, sir. At that particular time. That's the —

21 thoi^ were uy feelings.

22 Q, You have had some oonver si on since then, X suppose,

23 is that right?

24 m, BOYLES: Objection.

25 THE COURT: Sustained.
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1  Q* Well/ let's talk about your involvement^ now. All

2  right, you tried to — you got in a jam right after this

3  happen, is that right? You got caught for breaking in a

4  couple of stores?

5  A, I was arrested for breaking and entering.

6  Q. Yes, sir. That's getting caught for breaking into a

7  couple stores, isn't it?

8  A, I think I answered your question.

9  Q. Ail right. And so you were put in jail?

10 A. Yes, sir.

11 Q» Porsyth County, jail right down here. And you got

12 with your lawyer and told him that you wanted to give some

13 information to get out on the street, is that right?

14 A, Wo, I didn't get with w lawyer. I didn't with

15 any lawyer. I knew —

16 Q. s^eil, you got the information to the police

17 department, is that right?

18 A, Yes, I got the information to the police ctepartment,

19 because I knew, I realised that the police department was

20 looking for me —

21 Q. Right, but eventually —

22 A. — concerning this murder, concerning the fact that

23 they had received word that I knew who killed Mr. Arthur

24 Wilson in 1983. They were looking for me for this

25 pirticular reason. When I was arrested and went to jail, I
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1  got in contact with police/ then to —

2  Q« Wait a minute/ let's back. up. Bm do you know the

3  police were looking for you?

4  A, Because the word on the street travels real fast, you

5  know?

6  Q. Uh~huh.

7  A. Okay. We go back to the morning it happened with

8  Madeline Lewis came into the bar and said that someone was

9  killed. I told her that I v/itnesaed that* And Mr. Arthur

10 Wilson, the victim of the attack, son or son-in-law or

11 stepson was right beside me when I told her that I had

12 witnessed the raur«ter. He asked me to tell him who did it.

13 I had no knowledge at that time that he was the son, stepson

14 or inlaw of Mr. Wilson, I told him I wasn't going to tell

15 you. I said I'm not going to tell you who did it. So, he

16 got eratic and got all upset and wanted to fight because I

17 woul^'t tell him. So I left. I went home. And the next

18 morning —

19 Q, You called the police, is that right?

20 A. No, I di<^'t call the police. The next morning I was

21 told the police were looking for me, and Mr. Wilson's son

22 was looking for me with a gun to shoot me because I wouldn't

23 tell thcan who killed his father,

24 Q. Okay, so you heard the police were looking for you

25 and you called?
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1  A. No, I didn' t call then.

2  Q, Well, sometime, you got arrested?

3  A, Now, we go back to when I was arrested,

4  Q. Ail right —

5  THE COURT: All ri^t, wait a minute. Let's

6  leave him right there for a little while and take a recess.

7  Take a 15 minute recess, members of the jury. Everybody in

8  the oourtroom remain seated while the jury goes out.

9  (At 10:57 AM, the jury is dismissed for the

10 mid-morning recess,)

11 THE COURT: All right, take a 15 minute recess.

12 (At 10:59 AM, a mid-morning recess is had,)

13 (At 11:15 AM, the mid-morning recess is ended.

14 The jury is brought into open asurt. The witness Ford

15 returns to the witness stand.)

16 THE COURT; All right, we took a recess, you were

17 going to ask him something about when he got to jail.

18 MR. WALKER; Yes, sir.

19 Q. I believe we were at the point, Mr. Ford, where you

20 had been arrested in October of 1983. And you gave

21 information to the police then about this incident you had

22 seen the month before, is that correct?

23 A. Yes, sir.

24 Q. Talk to Detective Belton?

25 A. Yes.
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1  Q« P^hat did you tell Mm?

2  A, Well? he asked me why did I want to get in contact

3  with him. I told him that I had information related to Mr.

4  Hoii^y's murder. And told him it was good, you know. He

5  gave me a form to sign which was a waiver of rights to have

6  an attorney present during this questioning. So I waived

7  that right.

8  TtlE COURT; Can you all hear him all right?

9  (Affirmative indication.)

10 THE COURT: Seems like I can' t hear him as good

11 as before the recess,

12 Q, Where did you talk to him, at the oounty jail?

13 A. No, across the street. City Hall.

14 Q. But you were still in custody?

• 15 A, Yes, he had me transferred across the street.

16 Q. And who else did you talk to about all this?

17 A. Mr, wllkins at the time.

18 Q. And who else?

19 A, No one else,

20 Q, But later you talked to your lawyer, Mr. Brot^der?

21 A. Okay, I missing the change of events. I'd like —

22 Q. Well, let me ask the questions, all right? And if

23 you need to explain something, the judge will let you do

24 that,

25 A. Okay.
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1  Q. So you told your lawyer about this, didn't you?

2  A, Yes, sir,

3  Q, And you told him you had talked to the police

4  officers?

5  A, Yes,

6  Q, Did you give the police officers a name?

7  A, After I was released out of bond, I gave the pal ice

8  three names and three addresses — three names and two

0  addresses,

10 Q» First time you talked to Bel ton, did you give him the

11 name of any of the people?

12 A, I told him I could identify the people and I would

13 get tljose names,

14 Q, You didn't give him tiie mraes?

15 A, At that particular time, no,

IS Q. Did you give the names to your lawyer?

17 A. After I was released, I got the names of the three

18 people, their addresses and 1 submitted them, one to Mr.

19 Helton myself and two to my lawyer to forward to the DA'e

20 offic® or to the detective,

21 Q# All right. So after you have made this initial

22 contact, your lawyer, the police officers and somebody from

23 the EA's offic® arranged for you to be released on bond, is

24 that right?

25 A, Yes. I spoke with —• well —
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1  Q» Just answer yes or no, please.

2  A. Yes.

3  Q. And you got out?

4  A, Yes,

5  Q. How long did you remain out before you were back in

6  trouble again?

7  A. I'm not sure. You have records. I (ton't. I woui(3

8  recognise the date? if you have records there.

9  Q. Well, the fact of the matter is you ha<3n't gotten out

10 long when you shot somebody, is that right? During that

11 interval you were out on bond?

12 A. Yes, I was out on bond.

13 Q. And then few weeks after that, you went to court, got

14 your sentence and went back to South Carolina?

15 A. No, I didn' t go immediately back to South Carolina.

16 Q. Well, you served a ^ort sentence in Nortii Carolina

17 and then they revoked your parole and went back to South

18 Carolina?

19 A. Yes.

20 0. And you've been there since that time in early 1984.

21 I believe you said early January, '85 but —

22 A, Well, I was released in North Carolina prison in

23 December 4 th, 1985 ♦

24 Q, And went straight to South Carolina?

25 A. Yes.
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1  Q. And you're still there now?

2  A» Yes*

3  Q. And you say you gave the names of two of the people

4  to your lawyer, expecting him to forward then to the police?

5  A. Yes, he told roe he would forward them to the police

6  and later in our conversation about ray criminal case, he

7  told me he did forward the names.

8  Q. And you ended up pleading guilty on one of those

9  breaking and entering charges and got an active sentence, is

10 that right?

11 A, Yes,

12 Q, And what happened to the assault charge arising from

13 the shooting incident?

14 A, Well, the assault charges never tried*

15 Q* Witness didi' t show up in court and the DA's office

16 had to drop the case, is that right?

17 A. Yes,

18 Q, Who was that man you shot? Do you remember his name?

19 A, I'd rather not discuss the case*

20 Q* I know you'd rather not, but I —

21 A, Ho, I don't know his name.

22 Q. Excuse me?

23 A, I don't know his name*

24 Q» Now, the next you heard of any of this was when you

25 read about it in the Charlotte paper, is that right?
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Q* When was that?

A. This was in the summer of '86, This gast summer.

Q, This past summer?

A. 5fes, I can't be sure on the date,

Q, Would that fc® in June? July or August, sometime?

A. ■ It was real hot, July, I think,

Q. July?

A. Yeah,

Q, And I believe you said that the story was about the

Sykes case, is that right?

A. Yes, That was the ■— the heading of the

Q. Heading v;as about the Sykes case?

A, Yes.

Q,

A.

Q.

When was the Sykee case tried? Do you know?

The case was tried in 1985.

All right. And so this was an article in the

Charlotte piper a year or so after the case was tried?

A, That's ri^t,

Q, All right,

A, It dealt with the fact that Darryl v/as on appeal and

he was also teen charged in this case.

Q. The fact that Darryl was on appeal?

A, For Deborah Sykes case. And he was now being charged

with Mr, Wil son' a mur der.
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Q. Ail right. Kow, you said earlier, I believe, that

you did not know Darryl Hunt in 1983?

A, I didn't. But I could recognise him, I didn't know

him personally. Socially —

Q. You knew who he was?

A. I knew who he was.

Okay. Now, he v/asn' t a celebrity then, was he?

Still not a celebrity in ray book.

Oh, he's not?

No.

Q.

A.

Q.

A.

Q. How did you know him?

A. Through observation.

Q. You see him on the street?

A. I've seen him play basketball, I've seen him on the

street. Seen him a number of places.

Q, Usually with Sammy Mitchell when you see him.

MR, BEDSWORTH; Objection.

THE COURT: Sustained.

Was he frequently with Sammy Mitchell when you seeQ.

him?

Q.

A,

MR. BEDSWORra : Obj ection.

THE CDURT: Sustained.

Did you ever see him with Sarait^ Mitchell?

No.

You never ever saw him with Sammy Mitchell?



Ford ~ cross

891

A, KO.1

2  BEDSI'JORIHs Objection,

3  THE OOORTs Sustained,

4  Q, They v/ere not running partners?

5  A, Not to my knowledge,

6  Q, Did you ever check on the status of the case or

7  non-case in the murder of Mr, Arthur Lee Wilson?

8  A, I v;as concerned about the fact that I had submitted

9  those names and addresses of people that I witnessed commit

10 the murder. And —

11 Q, You did that just, what, out of good citizenship, Mr.

12 Ford?

13 A, No, sir.

14 Q, You did it to help yourself and get out of jail and

15 cut the amount of time you might have to serve. Isn't that

16 a fact?

17 MR. BEDSifORTH: Objections.

18 THE COURT: Overruled,

19 A, I did that on grounds that I was encouraged to do

20 that by mother,

21 THE CDURT: By who?

22 THE WITNESS: My mother. I told her the night

23 after the attack that I had v;itnessed it. She asked me what

24 was I going to do? And I told her I didn't know at the

25 time. And after I —
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1  Q. But you did it to help yourself, that was your whole

2  purpose«

3  A. I did it because been taught to know what ri#it

4  from wrong. You knov?, 3:*rn from a <teeply religious family

5  and I've been taught to realise and understand and do the

6  right thing,

7  Q, So the fact you were in trouble had nothing to do •

8  with you giving these names and Ascriptions to the police,

9  is that right?

10 A* I did what I felt was right and I did what I was

11 encouraged to A in trying to A the right thing,

12 Q, Did you A it the Ay before you were arrested?

13 A, No, sir.

14 Q. Why not? Was it less right on that Ay than it v/as

15 when you ware sitting Awn there in jail?

16 A. NOf Sir* As a matter of faA, the d&y before I got

17 arrested, I was preparing myself to testify in another case

18 in — for the prosecution for Mr, Tisdale,

19 Q« And did you tell Mr, Tisdale that Ay or tell any

20 police officer these three names aAut the killing you

21 witnessed?

22 A, He was aware of that. He was already aware of that.

23 Q. So you Any, as you sit there, that your Aing in

24 trouble had anything to A with your calling Officer Bel ton?

25 A, No. I called Bel ton, I contacted Bel ton A cause I
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1  felt like that was the right thing to Now? in terras of

2  getting out^ Bel ton and Wilkins made the deal. They asked

3  me if I was allowed to get out on J:x>nd^ would I give the

4  names and addresses of geopie, I dife't submit or 1 didii't

5  make a deal# They ma^ the deal with me#

S  Q. Did you give any of these police officers a written

7  statement i^ck then about v;hat you did? About what you said

8  and v;hat you saw?

9  A, A written statement about it?

10 Q. Or a recorded statement?

11 A« Mo? it was never recorded or never written out.

12 Q, Was not# Weil? now? don't you know for a fact when

13 they talk to witnesses they write it out —

14 I®. BEDSWOKTHs Objection? Your Honor.

15 Q. — and record the statement?

16 OHE COURTS Well? sustained.

17 Q. The fact of the matter is you didn't give th^

18 anything at all? isn't that right? Of any substance?

19 A. I must have given some very? very important for th^i

20 to let me out of jail.

21 Q# Well? you got out of jail before you gave the

22 information. That's what you told —

23 As I was

24 Qs That was the whole point of getting out so you could

25 give thaa the information#
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1  A, This information I gave them at that particular time,

2  and I quote from Mr, Belton, very important information and

3  that you do knov; something about the murder#

4  Q. Fact is you dangled this little carrot out there and

5  said if you let me out, I'll try to find out something and

6  tdiey did and you di^'t do a thing about it, did you?

7  A. No. The deal was he offered to let me out. I didn't

8  ask to get out. He offered to let me out. He contacted the

9  DA's office.

10 Q. And you they let you out?

11 A. Yes.

12 Q. And you did nothing?

13 A, I subn\itted the names to Mr. Bel ton.

14 Q, What name?

15 A. I can't rmember the first name of the person, but

16 the last name was Wright.

17 Q. All right. And what other names did you give?

18 A, The other name, Chuck Simmons.

19 Q. What's the other name?

20 A, I don't know. I don't remember. But if you will

21 call it out ~~

22 Q, Do you know the name?

23 A. I would recognize it if it was mentioned,

24 Q. You don't know the name?

25 A. No.
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Q. You know the face?1

2  A. Forgot,

3  Q, All right, Nov;# so you sitting down there in South

4  Carolina last summer and you read about it in the newspaper

5  that Mitchell and Hunt and unknown man, unknown to you has

6  been charged with killing Arthur Wilson, is that ri^t?

7  A. Yes, sir.

8  Q, You remembered his name, Arthur Wilson, right?

9  A, No, I didn't — I later on — I didn' t know Mr*

10 Arthur Wilson Mr. Arthur Wilson. I knew Mr. Wilson by

11 Holiday.

12 Q. When you read the Charlotte paper, they didn't call

13 him Holiday in the Charlotte paper, did think?

14 A, No, sir,

15 Q. What name did they —

16 A. Holiday,

17 Q. And you remembered that?

18 A. Yes.

19 Q. Of course, you called him Smith you first walked up

20 to the witness stand about an hour or so ago, didn't you?

21 A. I may have.

22 MR. BEDSW0R5H: Objection,

23 THE COURT: Overruled,

24 Q. But that rang a bell?

25 A. It's possible, I'm human, I can make an error.
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1  Q, Okay® SOf you immediately picked up the phone and

2  called Detective Bel ton and said v^ait? what's going on here,

3  is that right?

4  A. sir®

5  Q» You didn't do that® You immediately picked up the

6  phone and called your lawyer over there, Mr. Browder, and

7  said wait, Mr, Browder, what's going on? Those aren't the

8  names I gave you. Is that what you did?

9  A, No, sir,

10 Q, What did you dD?

11 A. I called my mother.

12 Q« And?

13 A. I spoke with my mother and told her that something

14 terrible was about to take place as far as —

15 Q. And who else did you talk to?

IS A, I called Barry Little,

17 Q. Larry Little, Larry Little a police officer?

18 A* Ko, sir,

19 Q, Has he got anything to do with the investigation of

20 this case, as far as you knew?

21 A.

22 Q, Yes or no?

23 A, Mo, sir,

24 Q, And what did you know about Mr, Little's involvement

23 at the time other than he was head of Darryl Bunt defense
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1  fund formed during the Sykes case?

2  A, Would you repeat —

3  Q» You knew that, didn't you?

4  A, Would you repeat the question?

5  Q. All right. I should. Did you knov; that Mr. Little

6  was on the committee or the head of the Darryi Hunt defense

7  fund that was formed after his trial last year?

8  A. I knew he was on the committee.

9  Q, How did you knov/ that?

10 A. Through media,

11 Q. Read that in the Charlotte paper, too?

12 A, I saw that on the news, television.

13 Q« All right. And so that's why you thought he would be

14 the person to call in this case.

15 A. Yes.

16 Q. When did you talk to him?

17 A. Two days after I read the article in the paper.

18 Q. Two days?

19 A. Maybe. I'm not sure about the date or the time. But

20 I just —

21 Q. In any event, it was back during the summer?

22 A, Yes,

23 Q. This past summer?

24 A. That's right,

25 Q. And you told him you knew something about this case.
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1  is that ri^t?

2  A. YeB»

3  Q« How many times did you talk to Larry Little?

4  A» I talked to hiia tv?ice,

5  Q, All right. What ©Ise — what other imrolvemeRt have

6  you ever had vfith Larry Little? Is he a friend of yours?

7  A. Yes,

8  Q, Hen-? long have you been a friend?

9  A, I think Larry and I were introduced to each other in

10 1968,

11 Q* How did you that come about?

12 MR, BEDSW0R5H: Objection, Your Honor,

13 Immaterial,

14 WB CDURl'? Sustained,

15 Q, Were you members of tlie black panther party with'^him?

16 f4R. BEDSWOR'ffij Objection.

17 THE GOURTj Overruled — sustained.

18 Q, Have you ever been a member of the black panther

19 party?

20 MR. BEDSWORTfl s Objection, Your Honor, Move to

21 strike,

22 THE COURTS Sustained,

23 Q, Who else do you know of that's on the Darryl Hunt

24 defense fund?

25 A, Coll in Spur geon.
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Did you call him?

Spurgeon. Spurgeon,

Did you call him?

Did I call him?

Yes, sir.

No, I didn't call him.

Who else do you know that's on that fund, one of the

officials of it?

A, Those are the only people I know for a fact that's on

it,

Q. Why did you have — did you happen to pick Mr. Little

before him?

A. First of all, long-distance call and I feel like

Larry would accept the call and that Larry would at least

listen to what I had to say, because this was a situation

where it took a personal — a person with an understanding

in order to be able to look into it from point of view that

he had to verify details. And I felt Larry would take the

time to verify those details in relation to my previous

talks with Mr, Bel ton, Mr, wilkins, the Winston-Sal ©a Police

Department having given then the names and the addresses of

the people that I saw attack Mr, Wilson that night,

Q, Tell me what contact you had with Larry Little from

the late sixties till the present,

MR. BEDSWORTH : Obj ecti on.
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1  TUB COURT; Sustained,

2  Q» Did you have — did you have any contact with him in

3  1983 during one of those intervals when you weren't in

4  prison?

5  A, 1983?

6  Q, Yes, sir.

7  A. NOr sir.

9  Q, Just out of the clear blue, you call him up and give

9  him this Information, is that right?

10 MR. BEDSWORTH; Objection, Your Honor.

11 THE COURT: Well, sustained.

12 Q. After you talked to him back in the early part of the

13 summer, when was the next time you talked with anybody about

14 any of this?

15 A, When Private Investigator Les Burns came down.

16 Q,. About one month ago while this trial, the first trial

17 was going on, is that right?

18 A. Yes.

19 Q. This man walked up, and what did he tell you about

20 himself?

21 A. He told.me that he was a private investigator for

22 attorney Ferguson in Charlotte, North Carolina, and that he

23 was told that I had information relating to the death of Mr.

24 Arthur Wilson and that the statement or the information that

25 I had was very important to the Mitchell defense. And he
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1  told me that the tfcial was taking place at that particular

2  time and that he would have to get Ipeck to here in

3  Winston-Salem to make this statement, to make this

4  inforffiation available for courts and juries^ so kit* Mitchell

5  could at least get a fair trial,

6  Q, Mi right. So he told you the person he was there on

7  behalf of? that's Mr, E^rguson is froa big law firm in

8  Charlotte? that they didn't represent Sammy Mitchell, Did

9  he tell you that? They represent Darryl Hunt?

10 A, I think I stated that very clearly,

11 Q, Ml right. And you gave him this statement that you

12 read earlier that you've read to the jury? is that right?

13 A, Yss? sir.

14 Q, Which talks about the man being hit in the head with

15 a brick — is this in your handtvriting?

16 A, No? it's in Mr. Burns' han^riting, I was recording

17 and he was writing the statement. It's also on tape.

18 Q, But he wrote this? you did not?

19 A, No? I didn't write it,

20 Q. But you signed it?

21 A, He asked me did I want to write it, I told him I

22 preferred to record it. And he c:s>uld write it,

23 Q, Why was that your preference?

24 A. Be less work on me,

23 Q. heSB v;ork on you?
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1  Yes, I felt like the recorded statement would do the

2  job,

3  Q, Wellj, we &n't have any recorded statement here from

4  your lawyer? do we? Mi v;e got is that —

5  j'jR, BOYLESj Objection,

6  THE CDORT: Wall? Sustained to the first

7  question.

8  Q. Now? the fact of the matter is? he wrote that out

9  because he's the only one that knew anything about the case?

10 isn't that right?

11 tiR, BOYIsESj Objection.

12 • THE OO0RTS Overruled.

13 A. He wrote it oat fron — he dictated it it's a

14 dictation of statement which is one hundred percent true.

15 That statement is true,

16 Q. Because the time he came <town to see you the first

17 day of that trial? he didn't know about that stick and that

18 wound in the man's head? did he? And you didn't either,

19 Ml. B0H.SS5 Objection.

20 THE COURTS Sustained to what he icnev?.

21 Q. You didn't taiow a^ut this stick being up her© in the

22 courtroom and nice clean wound in the head? did you?

23 Ml. BEDSWORTH; Objection.

24 MR. BOYLES; Objection.

25 THE COURTS Overruled.



Ford "• cross

903

1  A. In 1983, I stated to Mr, Belton —

2  Q, No. No, When you wrote the statement, did you know

3  about the nic^ clean v;ound and the stick that's clean# did

4  you know that?

5  A, I was aware of the trial taking place at all.

6  Q. So you say now that everything in that statement is a

7  hundred percent true? You just said that?

8  A. Yes# under oath.

9  Q. VJhat' s that?

10 A. It's a statement,

11 Q. Whose handwriting is that?

12 A. Mine.

13 Q. When was it made?

14 A. No date on it — 9th# 10th# '86.

15 Q. Next day after you made this one# wasn't it?

16 A, It's the same — well# the front ■— yes, it was that

17 next day, because was four o'clock in the morning.

18 Q. Read it,

19 A. "I, James R, Ford# submit this statement in reference

20 to an earlier one given to Investigator Burns on 9/9/86." ,

21 Q. Let me stop you. You talking about that statement

22 right there?

23 A. Yes,

24 Q, Continue# please# a little louder and a little

25 slower.
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1  "In which I spoke of the murder of j:4r» Arthur Wilson.

2  It is my contention that what 1 observed and stated to Mr.

3  Burns was 50 to ?5 percent true and it is possible there v?as

4  some OTofusion on ^rt for important detail.

5  "I feel th® circumstancss surrounding my statement

6  related to a situation that could be interpretated (sic) as

7  being iimccurate which reflect the turn of events as they

8  actually happened pm the night in question.

9  "I find that it is hard to place myself in a

10 situation v;here it is a possibility I will misstate the

11 truth of what appears as teing true or was not the way the

12 acci^nt happened in court under sworn oath. Thereforor I

13 wish to have the statement v/hich I macte to Mr. Burns to be

14 withdrawn as submitted. "

15 Q. You said in your own handwriting you wished to have

16 this statement withdrawn as submitted because it is only 50

1? percent true, is that what that says? Yes or no,

18 A, No,

19 Q. Ohr okay? read it again,

20 MR, BOYhBSs Objection,

21 - IKE OOORT; Sustained,

22 Q, Weilif let me read it to you? parts of it,

23 f4R, BOYLESs Objection, Your Honor, Statement

24 has been read.

25 mB CDURTi Well, overruled. We don't know what
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he' 8 going to read*

Q« "It is my contention that v/hat I observed and stated

to Mr• Burns was 50 to 75 percent true,"

MR, BOWLESs Objection.

THE COURT: Overruled,

Does it fsay that?

Yss, it says that.

"I wish to have the statement withdrawn. " Does it

say til at?

A, As submitted,

Q. Weil, you submitted it like this, didn't you?

A, Yes,

Q, And you said you wanted it withdrawn?

A, As

Q. Because it wasn't the truth?

A. In that form, yes,

Q. Exactly,

A, It is true. The statement is one hundred percent

true as far aa my —-

Q» Well, now, is the yellow statement a lie in your own

handwriting the next day?

A, The other statement is more philosopliical view of the

first statement,

Q, You were feeling philoeo^iical when you wrote that,

is that right?
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1  Nowr Mr« Ford# I believe you testified further that

2  since you testified here two or three weeks ago# that you

3  talked to Les Burns again# is that right# private (tetective?

4  A» Yes*

5  Q. And Sergeant BcCoy and Detective Hicks came <fcwn and

6  talked to you again# is that right?

7  A» Right,

8  Q. Who else have you talked to since that time about

9  this?

10 A, Mr, Kitcheii's attorneys,

11 Q* Who els©? Who have you talked to from South Carolina

12 and talked to them about this case?

13 A, Well# I spoke I have spoken with Larry,

14 Q, All right,

15 A, Concerning —

16 Q* What about Channel 8 television in High Point?

17 A, Well# we s^ke •— we didn't go into ̂ tail.

18 Q, What about the Winston-Sal Chronicle?

19 A* We spoke about my opinions of the case,

So Q, uh-huh# and a few other opinions# didn't you?

21 A, As far as opinion.

22 Q* Tell me if you said this to thaoi I'm reading to you

23 from September 25th Winston-Salan Chronicle. Did you also

24 says I feel the District Attorney# Don Tisdale# has a

25 personal score to settle in this case, I feel like Mitchell
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1  was not the one Tisdaie wants. I feel Tisdaie vfants Hunt

2  and h© has to get Mitchell to get Hunt, Tisdale is

3  conspiring to convict Mitchell in order to fulfill a

4  personal vendetta against Hunt, I feel Tisdals wants to

5  convict Hunt before he have leaves office."

6  Did you make that statement?

7  MR. BOYLBS; Objection.

8  THE CX>URT5 Overruled,

9  Q, Did you, Mr, Pord? Would you like to look at it and

10 read it in case you di&i't understand what I said?

11 A, I read the article.

12 Q. You read the article?

13 A, Yes.

14 Q, Where did you get a copy of it?

15 A, Weil? Winston~Sal®i Police Detective McCoy,

16 Q. When they came down and talked to you, they showed

17 you that?

18 A, They ^owed me.

19 Q, What did you tell them about that? You made that

20 statement, didn't you?

21 A, I didn't deny I majfe the statement,

22 Q, Do you deny it now?

23 A, Mo, I don't <feny it,

24 Q, Ail right. Did you further go on to says I'm the

25 one in *83 who actually saw the murder. Tisdale was nowhere
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1  to be found. Their? the prosecution's? credibility is no

2  better than mine.

3  Did you make that statement?

4  A, Could I read that?

5  Q. YeS/ sir.

6  MR, BOYLES; Objection, Your Honor, I don't see

7  the relevance of it,

8  THE COURT: Overruled.

9  (A newspaper is handed to the witness by Mr.

10 Walker.)

11 A. That is misspoke.

12 Q. You deny that?

13 A. Yes.

14 Q. What did you tell the people in the TV station when

15 you called then over there at Channel 8?

16 A. You want to be specific about your question?

17 Q. What did you tell the people at Channel 8 television

18 in High Point when you called them a couple weeks ago?

19 A, We spoke about a number of things.

20 Q. Om-hura. You called them, too? they didn't call you,

21 did they? .

22 A. Well, they axed — they axed to — they axed my

23 mother would I contact them.

24 Q. You' re pretty well up on politics here about the DA's

25 race and problems in the Hunt case, aren't you?
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1  MR. BOYLESs Objection,

2  1BE COURTS Well/ sustained to that.

3  Q, Isn't it a fact you think you can do this and come

4  back in this city and be a hero because of v;hat you are

5  doing here today?

6  MR, BOYLESs Objection,

7  THE (DORTs Overruled.

8  A, I'm not seeking any notoriety or publicity. I don't

9  wish to be a hero, I am only here to i«ake my statement

10 known, make that point that I made in 1983 about this case

11 known public and to th© jury for the purpose of Sammy

12 Mitchell's getting a fair trial,

13 Q. You're just being a good citigen, aren't you?

14 MR, WALKER I I have no further questions. Your

15 Honor.

16 THE COURTS Anything eXse, Mr, Boyies?

17 MR, BOYIiBSs Yes, sir,

18

19 REDIRECT EXAMIKl^TXON BY f^lR, BOYLESs

20 Q, Mr, Pord, you testified earlier that this statement

21 that you gave to the officers, I li^lieve Spiliman and

22 Weav il ?

23 A. Yea.

24 Q, Dated the 10th of September, 1986?

25 A, Yes,
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Q. Got a mark up here. State's Exhibit number 23, is

that correct?

A, Yes.

Q» Is that that statement you testified to that you gave

then after four hours of questioning?

Yes, sir, that's the statement that I was given -- I

gave —

Q- After they had questioned you for four hours?

A. 24fter they questioned for four hours.

Q. And that was sometime around four o'clock in the

morning?

A. Yes, four o' clock in the morning.

Q, And the statement that you gave to the officers

saying that the first statement was 50 to 75 percent

accurate, is that what you testified to, concerning the

possibility the distance, the time, things of that nature?

A, Yes,

Q« Is there any doubt in your mind that you saw the

attack on Arthur Wilson on September 17th, 1983?

A, No, there is no question in my mind,

Q. Is there any doubt in:your mind that that's the man

you saw on that occasion?

A. Yes, That is the man, I'm one hundred percent sure

that's the man, I'm one hundred percent sure about the

identity of the people that I saw attack Mr. Wilson that
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night. And inaccuracy I'm shaking to is one that you

brought out about yardagCf the distance I was trcsR, the

brick, the size of the brick, what kind of brick it was, and

stuff like that.

Q, Mr. Ford in 1983, October of 1983, did you talk to

Officer Wil kins and Officer Bel ton with your attorney about

this, is that correct?

A. Yes, sir.

Q* It was not just this past June or July?

A. No. ■

Q. When you first made your information known to the

properties authorities?

A. No. I have made my information known to the proper

authorities only two to three weeks after the murder

occurred. I told them what I'm telling the Court right now,

in 1983,

(Mr. Boyles confers with Mr. Bedsworth and the

defendant.)

MR. BOYLES; That's all. Your Honor.

THE COURT: Step down. Call your next witness,

MR, BOYLES: Mr. Browder.

(A witness is duly sworn.)
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        16               MS. MATOIAN:  If you don't know the answer to a 

 

        17     question, because it has been a long time, all you have to 

 

        18     do is tell us you don't remember. 

 

        19               MS. DAVIS:  Okay.  Well, I'm -- can I start it 

 

        20     off? 

 

        21               MS. MATOIAN:  Sure. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  Absolutely. 

 

        23               MS. DAVIS:  Okay.  There's me and Drayton, we was 

 

        24     always going Ezell's drink house on Claremont. 

 

        25               MS. MATOIAN:  Ezell's, okay. 
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         1               MS. DAVIS:  Okay.  So we going there every day in 

 

         2     the evening, you know.  And sometime my mama used to go up 

 

         3     there.  I used to go with my mama down there and, you know, 

 

         4     get her a little beer or a little drink -- 

 

         5               MS. MATOIAN:  Yeah. 

 

         6               MS. DAVIS:  -- or something.  (Inaudible).  So 

 

         7     this night, particular night, me and Drayton had just came 

 

         8     -- left from my mama house because I was staying with my 

 

         9     mama.  She was staying on (inaudible).  So -- 

 

        10               MS. MATOIAN:  What was the name of that street? 

 

        11     I'm sorry. 

 

        12               MS. DAVIS:  (Inaudible.) 

 

        13               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        14               MS. DAVIS:  (Inaudible.)  So anyway -- 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  Ma'am, I'm sorry to ask this.  Would 

 

        16     you mind turning the TV down?  I'm just have a little 

 

        17     trouble hearing you. 

 

        18               MS. DAVIS:  I can't turn it down by my remote.  It 

 

        19     won't -- see, it -- 

 

        20               MS. MATOIAN:  Let me see if -- 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        22               MS. MATOIAN:  -- I can do it from right here. 

 

        23               MS. DAVIS:  Yeah.  It's one of the -- 

 

        24               MS. MATOIAN:  I think I can. 

 

        25               MS. DAVIS:  Okay.  So -- 
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         1               MS. MATOIAN:  There we go. 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  Thank you, ma'am.  Sorry. 

 

         3               MS. DAVIS:  -- me and Drayton went on that day to 

 

         4     the drink house.  And so we had just ordered our drink.  And 

 

         5     we were fixin' to go down over there, sit down there the 

 

         6     park, 13th Street Park.  So then we went -- and when we went 

 

         7     in, they said, Mr. Arthur Wilson bought got the whole house 

 

         8     and want you all to (inaudible).  And I said, No.  I said, 

 

         9     We already got our drink plus we're not going to stay here. 

 

        10     So Mr. Arthur Wilson say, Yeah.  I want to get y'all a 

 

        11     drink.  I sat there a whole lot of time.  I said, No, thank 

 

        12     you, sir.  I said, We got ours.  And we went on out the door 

 

        13     just me and Drayton. 

 

        14               And so -- and so we got on down, on down, on down 

 

        15     over by the park.  Then next thing I -- I knew -- because I 

 

        16     was standing like that because we was going down there, me 

 

        17     and him, sit in the park drink our other drink.  And I 

 

        18     looked.  So I seen Sammy Mitchell and -- and Darryl Hunt. 

 

        19     And then I said, Lord.  And they talking to Drayton and 

 

        20     so -- 

 

        21               MS. MATOIAN:  What were they doing? 

 

        22               MS. DAVIS:  They were talking to Drayton.  See, 

 

        23     they never talk and spoke and hang together. 

 

        24               The next thing I seen, Darryl Hunt knocked 

 

        25     Mr. Drayton down and, you know.  And I was hollering and 
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         1     screaming and hollering.  And I ran on up there -- 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  Wait.  I'm -- I'm sorry.  When you 

 

         3     say they knocked Mr. Drayton down, are you talking about 

 

         4     Mr. Wilson? 

 

         5               MS. DAVIS:  Wilson. 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

         7               MS. DAVIS:  I meant Mr. Wilson. 

 

         8               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

         9               MS. DAVIS:  So -- and I was hollering.  I -- I 

 

        10     know (inaudible).  And I got back up here and I was pointing 

 

        11     and telling -- you know, I'm pointing and trying to tell 

 

        12     Paul Landingham and he was working at the bar that night. 

 

        13     And I was trying to tell him, ease in there. 

 

        14               MS. MATOIAN:  Who was that? 

 

        15               MS. DAVIS:  Paul -- 

 

        16               MS. MATOIAN:  Paul who? 

 

        17               MS. DAVIS:  -- Landingham (phonetic). 

 

        18               MS. MATOIAN:  Landingham? 

 

        19               MS. DAVIS:  Yeah. 

 

        20               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        21               MS. DAVIS:  He's dead now. 

 

        22               MS. MATOIAN:  He's dead.  Okay. 

 

        23               MS. DAVIS:  And so then I said, Umm, um-um, um-um, 

 

        24     um-um.  And I was trying -- and I said, That man -- that man 

 

        25     just came out here.  I said, That guy and them beating him. 
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         1     And then -- now that's when the ambulance and the police 

 

         2     and, you know, and all came down and -- yeah.  And the next 

 

         3     thing I know, Paul and them telling the police and them 

 

         4     telling our names and telling they seen (inaudible), you 

 

         5     know.  But I can't -- where we were at, you know, street 

 

         6     or -- 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you -- do you remember were you 

 

         8     pregnant around that time? 

 

         9               MS. DAVIS:  Yeah.  And I had -- I had a 

 

        10     miscarriage. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  You did have a miscarriage.  Was it 

 

        12     that same -- I'm sorry to ask about something I know is 

 

        13     probably painful.  Was it that same day? 

 

        14               MS. DAVIS:  It was the same evening -- the night 

 

        15     this was jumped off). 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  You had the miscarriage the same -- 

 

        17               MS. DAVIS:  Yeah. 
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        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  And did you know Darryl Hunt before 

 

        17     that day? 

 

        18               MS. DAVIS:  No.  I met Darryl Hunt through Sammy 

 

        19     Mitchell when Sammy Mitchell was going to -- going to the 

 

        20     drink house. 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  But that day when Arthur 

 

        22     Wilson was killed, did you know who Darryl Hunt was? 

 

        23               MS. DAVIS:  Uh-huh. 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  And did you know Arthur 

 

        25     Wilson before that day? 
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         1               MS. DAVIS:  I met Mr. Arthur Wilson a couple years 

 

         2     through Ezell's clients. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  You met him at Ezell's drink 

 

         4     house? 

 

         5               MS. DAVIS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  And that was a few years 

 

         7     before he was killed. 

 

         8               MS. DAVIS:  Uh-huh. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  That night after Mr. Wilson 

 

        10     was killed, did you ever talk about it with Merritt Drayton? 

 

        11               MS. DAVIS:  What, no. 

 

        12               MIKE:  (Inaudible.) 

 

        13               MS. DAVIS:  The next thing Drayton knew, they sent 

 

        14     Sammy Mitchell, and they took me downtown, you know -- 

 

        15               MS. MATOIAN:  Right. 

 

        16               MS. DAVIS:  -- and had questions and all.  Uh-uh. 

 

        17               MS. MATOIAN:  Am I understanding right earlier -- 

 

        18     and I don't want to put words in your mouth, so correct me 

 

        19     if I'm wrong, that you and Mr. Drayton had left the drink 

 

        20     house and you were sitting in a car? 

 

        21               MS. DAVIS:  Who, us? 

 

        22               MS. MATOIAN:  Yes. 

 

        23               MS. DAVIS:  No.  I ain't said nothing about no 

 

        24     car. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  A park. 
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         1               MS. DAVIS:  Park, P-A-R-K. 

 

         2               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay.  And then you -- did you see 

 

         3     Mr. Drayton with -- like was Mr. Drayton with you or was he 

 

         4     with Sammy Mitchell and Darryl Hunt? 

 

         5               MS. DAVIS:  He was with me at first. 

 

         6               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

         7               MS. DAVIS:  And then we seen Sammy Mitchell and 

 

         8     Darryl Hunt running, you know, down there.  And -- and they 

 

         9     called and they talked right there in -- on the corners, you 

 

        10     know, the sidewalk. 

 

        11               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        12               MS. DAVIS:  Yeah. 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  Where -- where was Mr. Drayton -- at 

 

        14     the time that Mr. Wilson got attacked, where was 

 

        15     Mr. Drayton? 

 

        16               MS. DAVIS:  Where was Mr. Drayton? 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  Yeah. 

 

        18               MS. DAVIS:  He was just trying -- going in his 

 

        19     pocket. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  What -- 

 

        21               MS. DAVIS:  And I think they told me one of them 

 

        22     took a watch out of his pocket. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  So during -- he was with Sammy 

 

        24     Mitchell and Darryl Hunt during the attack; is that correct? 

 

        25               MS. DAVIS:  Yeah.  I was with him -- 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

         2               MS. DAVIS:  -- right there -- 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

         4               MS. DAVIS:  -- in front of me. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  And did he ever tell you 

 

         6     about getting any money or anything like that? 

 

         7               MS. DAVIS:  No.  He ain't tell me nothin'. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you remember the first time that 

 

         9     you talked to the police -- 

 

        10               MS. DAVIS:  No. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- about that? 

 

        12               MS. DAVIS:  Yes, I do. 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  When was that? 

 

        14               MS. DAVIS:  Right up there Ezell -- by Ezell 

 

        15     house. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  Was it the same night? 

 

        17               MS. DAVIS:  Same night. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you remember what you told them? 

 

        19               MS. DAVIS:  I told them what I just got through 

 

        20     telling y'all. 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  And do you remember when Mr. Drayton 

 

        22     first got arrested or involved in the case with the police? 

 

        23               MS. DAVIS:  No. 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  No.  Were you aware of any of the 

 

        25     things that were taken from the victim from -- that were 

 

 

 

 

  



                                                                        24 

 

 

         1     stolen -- 

 

         2               MS. DAVIS:  What do you mean? 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- from -- when Mr. Wilson got 

 

         4     killed?  Did you know about anything that was taken from 

 

         5     him? 

 

         6               MS. DAVIS:  I had people say it was a watch is 

 

         7     all. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you remember where you heard 

 

         9     that? 

 

        10               MS. DAVIS:  Over there when we were, you know, 

 

        11     (inaudible). 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did Merritt Drayton ever tell you 

 

        13     about a watch? 

 

        14               MS. DAVIS:  No.  He ain't never told me about 

 

        15     nothin'. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you ever see him with a watch? 

 

        17               MS. DAVIS:  No. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  Can you think of a reason that 

 

        19     Mr. Drayton would have told the police that you could show 

 

        20     them where he pawned a watch? 

 

        21               MS. DAVIS:  What? 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you ever remember him taking a 

 

        23     watch somewhere and pawning it? 

 

        24               MS. DAVIS:  No, I don't.  I don't. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  Maybe Red -- Red Mosely's house? 
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         1               MS. DAVIS:  No. 
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         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  I will just ask you one last 

 

         7     question.  Do you remember the police coming to your house 

 

         8     about an ax handle? 

 

         9               MS. DAVIS:  Yeah.  That's when I was hanging over 

 

        10     there on -- right over there off Patterson staying up -- 

 

        11     upstairs. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  On 9th -- is that on 9th Street? 

 

        13               MS. DAVIS:  Yeah. 

 

        14               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you remember where that ax handle 

 

        16     came from? 

 

        17               MS. DAVIS:  No, I don't. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        19               MS. MATOIAN:  Did you see that ax handle the night 

 

        20     that Mr. Wilson was killed? 

 

        21               MS. DAVIS:  I had seen it that morning.  It was up 

 

        22     -- up over by my stove.  I ain't seen it then, like you 

 

        23     know, during -- 

 

        24               MS. MATOIAN:  When you were at Mr. Clowers' house 

 

        25     you didn't see it? 
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         1               MS. DAVIS:  No. 

 

         2               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  And when you say you saw it that 

 

         4     morning -- 

 

         5               MS. DAVIS:  I thought you said you just wanted to 

 

         6     ask me one question. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  I -- I just wanted to see if you saw 

 

         8     it by your stove that -- that morning that Mr. Wilson was 

 

         9     killed or are you talking about later on when the police 

 

        10     came? 

 

        11               MS. DAVIS:  Later on when the police came when 

 

        12     Mr. Wilson was killed. 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        14               MS. MATOIAN:  All right.  Thank you, Ms. Little, 

 

        15     we appreciate it. 
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                   And I used to go down 

 

         4     to Drayton house with my brother-in-law.  That's how I met 

 

         5     Drayton. 

 

         6          Q.   Did he go by any nicknames? 

 

         7          A.   Junior. 

 

         8          Q.   Junior.  Did you ever hear him go by the nickname 

 

         9     "New York"? 

 

        10          A.   No. 

 

        11          Q.   No.  Okay.  And I understand that the two of you 

 

        12     had a dating relationship. 

 

        13          A.   Yes, we did. 

 

        14          Q.   How long were y'all together? 

 

        15          A.   Not long because he liked to -- he was violent. 

 

        16     Liked to fight.  And he jumped on me one time and my brother 

 

        17     and then were fixin' to jump on him.  But my mama, she was 

 

        18     living at the time, being there, she told him to let me -- 

 

        19     she told my brother and them to let it go. 

 

        20          Q.   Did you -- did you call police when that happened, 

 

        21     do you remember? 

 

        22          A.   When Mr. Drayton got killed? 

 

        23          Q.   Well, you had just mentioned that he had jumped on 

 

        24     you. 

 

        25          A.   Oh, no, I didn't call the police. 
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         1          Q.   Were police -- okay. 

 

         2               Did you all live together? 

 

         3          A.   Yes. 

 

         4          Q.   And do you recall where you lived? 

 

         5          A.   We lived with my mother on Liberty Street. 

 

         6          Q.   On Liberty? 

 

         7          A.   Uh-huh. 

 

         8          Q.   Did you ever live together on 9th Street? 

 

         9          A.   Yes. 

 

        10          Q.   Who else lived with you on 9th Street? 

 

        11          A.   It was me and Junior and my brother-in-law. 

 

        12          Q.   Was that -- 

 

        13          A.   Willie Little.  He's dead. 

 

        14          Q.   Okay.  Do you recall any friends that Mr. Drayton 

 

        15     had around that time? 

 

        16          A.   Well, really he ain't had no friends.  Well, see, 

 

        17     I know Sammy Mitchell and Darryl Hunt, they wasn't his 

 

        18     friend 'cause, you know, they had a beef and stuff.  They 

 

        19     never talked until that night Mr. Arthur Wilson got killed. 

 

        20     And me and Drayton had just -- well, we go up there to the 

 

        21     drink house every morning and every evening and that night. 

 

        22     And so that night, we went down there, me and Drayton went 

 

        23     to Mr. Ezelle Clowers' drink house.  And the house was full, 

 

        24     so I went straight to the bar -- and Drayton was standing 

 

        25     behind me -- to get us something to drink 'cause we was 
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         1     going to walk down there to the park and sit in the park. 

 

         2     So we -- I had got two beers and a wine.  And the wine was 

 

         3     for Drayton because I don't drink wine.  And but he had a 

 

         4     beer and I had a beer.  By the time we got down there to the 

 

         5     bottom of the hill, I seen Sammy Mitchell and Drayton, they 

 

         6     -- I mean not Drayton -- Sammy Mitchell and Darryl Hunt. 

 

         7     They was running out there in the street.  And so Drayton 

 

         8     was -- we were standing there talking to them.  And the next 

 

         9     thing I seen a man come walking down the street from -- like 

 

        10     coming from the drink house.  Because Mr. Ezelle Clowers 

 

        11     said that Mr. Arthur Wilson had a sister or a niece or 

 

        12     somebody sitting down there by the park. 

 

        13               And so before we got to the park, the corner right 

 

        14     here and the curve you got to step up on to walk on the 

 

        15     sidewalk, we was right there.  And then I seen -- when Dray 

 

        16     -- I mean Darryl and Sammy Mitchell ran out.  One of them 

 

        17     knocked Mr. Drayton down.  The next thing I know, I seen 

 

        18     Sammy Mitchell kicking and -- and beating.  Darryl Hunt was 

 

        19     standing over him.  The next thing I know, I seen Sammy 

 

        20     Mitchell and Drayton leaned over getting his -- going in -- 

 

        21     one of them was going in his pocket and one was kicking him. 

 

        22     And I tried -- I couldn't run then.  I was having problems 

 

        23     with my leg then.  I tried to run up the hill to the drink 

 

        24     house.  I finally got to the drink house.  I was out of 

 

        25     breath.  And I just started pointing, pointing down, you 
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         1     know, the street.  So I told Ezelle Clowers, Come on and 

 

         2     let's go on the front porch.  We went out on the front 

 

         3     porch.  That's when everybody seen the ambulance and the 

 

         4     police going down there.  Then they start going down there. 

 

         5     I ain't go down there.  I just stayed up there and stayed on 

 

         6     the porch until Ezelle and them came back, you know. 

 

         7               And the next thing I know, they saying, They 

 

         8     killed that man.  They killed that man. 

 

         9               I said, Yeah.  'Cause me and Drayton was going 

 

        10     down there to the park because they got a benches you 

 

        11     sitting on and you have a table.  And we was going to go 

 

        12     down there and sit at the table because we had light, you 

 

        13     know, and it was dark. 

 

        14               And Mr. Arthur Wilson had came in the kitchen 

 

        15     where I was at, me and Drayton was at.  Paul Laningham was 

 

        16     serving the people, you know, serving the drinks.  And 

 

        17     everybody was telling us, Go ahead and get a drink.  Go 

 

        18     ahead and get y'all a drink, a beer, whatever you want. 

 

        19               Then Mr. Arthur Wilson came in there and told me 

 

        20     and Drayton, go ahead and get what we want. 

 

        21               I said, No, thank you, sir.  I said, I just bought 

 

        22     us two beers and a drink 'cause Drayton had drunk the drink 

 

        23     before we went down there.  And we went on out the door, you 

 

        24     know, and started walking on down there.  That's all I know. 

 

        25     That's all I seen, you know. 
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         1          Q.   Okay. 

 

         2          A.   'Cause I didn't go down there. 

 

         3          Q.   I do have some questions for you about that night. 

 

         4     But before we get to that, I have some other questions about 

 

         5     earlier and about Mr. Drayton. 

 

         6               You said that he didn't really have any friends. 

 

         7     And I don't want to put words in your mouth, so please 

 

         8     correct me if I'm misunderstanding, but did you say that he 

 

         9     was not friends with Sammy Mitchell? 

 

        10          A.   No.  They -- they never did talk, him or Darryl 

 

        11     Hunt. 

 

        12          Q.   Okay. 

 

        13          A.   Until that night.  And they stood right there in 

 

        14     Ezelle house and talk. 

 

        15          Q.   Okay. 

 

        16          A.   'Cause I said to myself, What they talking about? 

 

        17     And then when we left out the door, I asked Drayton what 

 

        18     they was talking about.  And he never did tell me what they 

 

        19     were talking about.  So I didn't bother about asking no 

 

        20     more. 

 

        21          Q.   Okay.  And you mentioned that he had another 

 

        22     girlfriend around that time, that Drayton had another 

 

        23     girlfriend? 

 

        24          A.   Yeah.  She was playing -- I forgot her name. 

 

        25     Neecy, her name was Neecy. 
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         1          Q.   Okay.  Do you remember someone named Yvette 

 

         2     Johnson? 

 

         3          A.   No, I don't. 

 

         4          Q.   You don't remember her.  Okay. 

 

         5          A.   No.  I don't know her, period. 

 

         6          Q.   Okay.  And you mentioned earlier that you knew 

 

         7     Drayton to be violent? 

 

         8          A.   Yeah.  He always been violent.  'Cause he had 

 

         9     broke my arm one time.  And we was on 19th Street.  And it 

 

        10     was a drink house up there.  And this old man named Donut, 

 

        11     Mr. Donut, he was an old man.  And you had to go up the 

 

        12     stairs, you know, and go into the drink house.  And Drayton 

 

        13     had got mad at somebody.  And then me and him got to arguing 

 

        14     and he broke my left arm. 

 

        15          Q.   Did you know him to be violent with anyone other 

 

        16     than you? 

 

        17          A.   Not -- not -- me and the girl that he supposed to 

 

        18     be having a baby by.  And there was a man (inaudible), and 

 

        19     so it wasn't his baby. 

 

        20               One night he brought the baby to my -- she brung 

 

        21     the baby to my mama house for Drayton to keep.  And the baby 

 

        22     had messed, you know, boomboom.  And he tried to get me to 

 

        23     change the baby.  At first I wouldn't.  But I went on and 

 

        24     changed the child 'cause it wasn't nothing but a baby, you 

 

        25     know.  So I washed him down there and -- and I put the 
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         1     diaper on him, put a little, you know, powder on and 

 

         2     everything. 

 

         3               Yeah, he always been violent 'cause he drawed a -- 

 

         4          Q.   Was -- was he ever violent with anyone other than 

 

         5     girlfriends? 

 

         6          A.   Now, I don't know.  But I know he drawed a carjack 

 

         7     on my mama.  And I was there in the inside -- no, on the 

 

         8     outside talking to her.  I forget the lady name.  And my 

 

         9     mama came out the drink house crying.  And I asked her 

 

        10     what's wrong with her.  She said Drayton drawed a carjack on 

 

        11     her. 

 

        12               And my brother was sick like I am now, Hanky 

 

        13     Thompson.  He came and he asked my mama, and our mama told 

 

        14     him, yeah -- she was still crying.  And my brother walk up 

 

        15     to him and told Drayton, say, You don't be pulling that on 

 

        16     my mama 'cause, man, I can hurt you.  That's my mama. 

 

        17               And then Drayton told him he didn't do -- he 

 

        18     didn't pull nothing on -- no carjack on her. 

 

        19               I said, Well, she ain't got no reason to lie.  And 

 

        20     she was crying.  And my brother told him again, if he do it 

 

        21     again, he was going to get him.  But Drayton never did, you 

 

        22     know. 

 

        23          Q.   Do you recall a time where Drayton went to prison 

 

        24     for burning a building? 

 

        25          A.   No.  I ain't known him them. 
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         1          Q.   In the time you knew him, did he ever go to prison 

 

         2     and then get back out of prison? 

 

         3          A.   Not as I know. 

 

         4          Q.   Okay. 

 

         5          A.   Excuse me. 

 

         6          Q.   Sure.  And I think you already answered this, but 

 

         7     other than the night that Mr. Wilson was killed, did you go 

 

         8     to Ezelle Clowers' drink house? 

 

         9          A.   The same night? 

 

        10          Q.   Other than that night.  Is that a place you would 

 

        11     go regularly? 

 

        12          A.   No.  That's the only place I would go.  I ain't 

 

        13     too much to Donut house. 

 

        14          Q.   Had you been -- had you been to Ezelle Clowers' 

 

        15     house before? 

 

        16          A.   Yes.  Because Ezelle Clower (sic) wife was my play 

 

        17     mama.  And my little girl, Peona (phonetic), godmother.  We 

 

        18     used to go down there every day.  Ezelle house -- drink 

 

        19     house they had, I used to go to. 

 

        20          Q.   So you would go there every day? 

 

        21          A.   Yeah. 

 

        22          Q.   Was it usually the same people who would be there? 

 

        23          A.   Sometime.  And sometime it'd be different people. 

 

        24     But most the time it'd be the same people. 

 

        25          Q.   Okay.  Who were some of the people that you would 
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         1     see there all the time? 

 

         2          A.   John Junior Clower, Barbara.  I forgot her last 

 

         3     name.  She's dead.  Paul Landingham.  I used to talk to him, 

 

         4     oh, after Drayton.  And who is that?  Paul Landingham and 

 

         5     Patricia, this girl named Patricia.  And it was a lot of -- 

 

         6     Darryl Hunt, Sammy Mitchell, Drayton, me.  Sometime my mama 

 

         7     go down there with them. 

 

         8          Q.   So it would usually be the same folks that would 

 

         9     be there? 

 

        10          A.   Uh-huh. 

 

        11          Q.   Okay.  What -- what would people do there? 

 

        12          A.   They just drink -- drink and walk around and talk. 

 

        13          Q.   Did they -- 

 

        14          A.   They talked to Ezelle and his wife, you know. 

 

        15     Then they'd go back in there and clean the kitchen. 

 

        16          Q.   Is there anyone else that would help Ezelle run 

 

        17     things? 

 

        18          A.   Like run what? 

 

        19          Q.   Like just to run his drink house and sell liquor. 

 

        20          A.   Nobody but Paul Landingham.  He had a (inaudible) 

 

        21     named Larry.  He's dead.  And some of -- his wife -- wife 

 

        22     Ma Red, you know, that's all. 

 

        23          Q.   Do you remember someone named Mary Smith? 

 

        24          A.   Mary Smith, no. 

 

        25          Q.   Do you remember Mr. Drayton getting arrested for 
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         1     pushing someone down some stairs? 

 

         2          A.   Oh, yeah.  There -- excuse me.  This white girl. 

 

         3     That's name -- yeah, Mary, yeah.  That's when I'm staying on 

 

         4     9th Street.  And she was -- she was going with my 

 

         5     brother-in-law Willie.  And she had came up there drunk. 

 

         6     She was drunk.  And one time she was about to fall down the 

 

         7     steps and I caught her.  And the girls, they needs -- 

 

         8     (inaudible) 'cause we -- I was over to her -- her house and 

 

         9     the girl was doing my hair.  And then we were fixin' to walk 

 

        10     up there to the Citco right up the street to the store.  And 

 

        11     I asked Mary did she want to go with us.  And she said, no, 

 

        12     she was going to stay there and -- stay there and talk to my 

 

        13     brother-in-law. 

 

        14               When me and the girls came back, we getting closer 

 

        15     and closer, and I said, Something white laying on the 

 

        16     sidewalk.  She had on all white clothes.  And so we got 

 

        17     closer and closer.  And, you know, you had to put your feet 

 

        18     up on the step.  They go up.  I look.  I hollered and I 

 

        19     screamed.  So my brother-in-law came to the step.  I say, 

 

        20     Drayton, you done killed this woman.  'Cause he kept telling 

 

        21     her -- before we went to the store and she kept talking to 

 

        22     him and he told her to stop talking to him.  And then when 

 

        23     me and the girl came back, that when we found her laying 

 

        24     there dead, one leg up on the step and her head was on the 

 

        25     cement and she was laying here like that. 
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         1          Q.   Were you there to see what happened? 

 

         2          A.   No, I wasn't. 

 

         3          Q.   Okay.  Did Drayton ever talk to you about what 

 

         4     happened with Mary Smith? 

 

         5          A.   No. 

 

         6          Q.   Was he nervous about getting charged? 

 

         7          A.   I reckon he was because he know he was going to 

 

         8     get charged. 

 

         9          Q.   Did the two of you live together at that point? 

 

        10          A.   When that -- yeah.  He was staying with me.  Me 

 

        11     and my brother-in-law, that was my place. 

 

        12          Q.   And so you and Drayton and Willie Little lived 

 

        13     together on 9th Street? 

 

        14          A.   Yes. 

 

        15          Q.   Okay. 

 

        16          A.   And that was my brother-in-law.  He had married my 

 

        17     older sister, but they was divorced. 

 

        18          Q.   Okay. 

 

        19          A.   And he had nowhere to stay.  But he was staying 

 

        20     with Drayton and them, too, down there on -- what's that -- 

 

        21     20th Street.  Drayton and then the girl he -- somebody named 

 

        22     Neecy.  He supposed to be having a -- had a baby by him.  My 

 

        23     brother-in-law was staying with them down on 20th Street. 

 

        24     And she was pregnant and he used to jump on her and beat on 

 

        25     her in front of me. 
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         1          Q.   And when you say "he", who are you talking about? 

 

         2          A.   Drayton. 

 

         3          Q.   Did he ever talk to you about being nervous about 

 

         4     getting charged for Mary Smith? 

 

         5          A.   No.  Uh-uh.  He ain't never talked to me about 

 

         6     anybody, Darryl Hunt, or nothing about charge, none of that. 

 

         7          Q.   Did he -- did he ever say anything about he was 

 

         8     going to try and help himself? 

 

         9          A.   No, he did not. 

 

        10          Q.   Okay.  So I want to -- I want to go now to the day 

 

        11     -- the day that Arthur Wilson was killed. 

 

        12               Do you remember when that happened?  Mary Smith 

 

        13     was killed on the stairway and Arthur Wilson was killed -- 

 

        14          A.   In the street. 

 

        15          Q.   Right.  Do you remember when those two things 

 

        16     happened in relation to each other? 

 

        17          A.   No. 

 

        18          Q.   If I tell you that Arthur Wilson was killed about 

 

        19     two and a half years before Mary Smith, does that sound 

 

        20     right? 

 

        21          A.   Yeah. 

 

        22          Q.   Okay.  So I want to go now back to the time to the 

 

        23     day that Arthur Wilson was killed. 

 

        24               Before you went to the drink house, is there 

 

        25     anything that you remember about that day? 
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         1          A.   I ain't seen Arthur Wilson.  I had just left home. 

 

         2          Q.   Did anything happen with you personally that day? 

 

         3          A.   No.  What supposed to happen? 

 

         4          Q.   Well, I apologize for asking about something 

 

         5     that's very personal, but we had some information that you 

 

         6     had had a miscarriage that day. 

 

         7          A.   Oh, yeah.  Not that day.  I was pregnant though. 

 

         8     But not that day.  I didn't have no miscarriage.  I think it 

 

         9     was -- I think it was (inaudible).  I think it was 

 

        10     (inaudible). 

 

        11          Q.   So the day that Arthur Wilson was killed, were you 

 

        12     pregnant? 

 

        13          A.   Yeah. 

 

        14          Q.   Did you have a miscarriage that day? 

 

        15          A.   I just remember. 

 

        16          Q.   Okay.  And I'm -- I'm not trying to trick you or 

 

        17     anything.  I'm just trying to understand based on our 

 

        18     information. 

 

        19          A.   I just remember. 

 

        20          Q.   Did you go to the hospital or anything when that 

 

        21     happened? 

 

        22          A.   Uh-uh. 

 

        23          Q.   No.  Okay. 

 

        24               If Merritt Williams Drayton said he remembered the 

 

        25     day of the murder because it was the day that you lost your 
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         1     baby, is that accurate? 

 

         2          A.   He ain't never said. 

 

         3          Q.   He did say that? 

 

         4          A.   No, no.  He ain't never said.  But I remember he 

 

         5     had told Teresa -- well, Teresa never told us that -- 

 

         6          Q.   When you say Teresa, is that the detective? 

 

         7          A.   Yes. 

 

         8          Q.   Okay. 

 

         9          A.   That I was pregnant.  'Cause that day when we ate 

 

        10     lunch, you know, they brung us lunch, they brought me milk, 

 

        11     you know, 'cause I was drinking milk. 
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         4          Q.   Okay.  So you and Mr. Drayton were at the corner 

 

         5     of 17th Street and Claremont? 

 

         6          A.   Uh-huh. 

 

         7          Q.   And what happened next? 

 

         8          A.   The next thing I seen Darryl Hunt and them -- like 

 

         9     I said, running out this -- out toward -- out by the -- by 

 

        10     us.  We still walking in the -- out -- in the street 'cause 

 

        11     I always walk in the streets. 

 

        12          Q.   Where did you -- 

 

        13          A.   And I always look back -- 

 

        14          Q.   -- them run? 

 

        15          A.   -- you know. 

 

        16          Q.   Where -- where did see them run? 

 

        17          A.   They was running from, you know, like that way, 

 

        18     18th Street, that street right there. 

 

        19          Q.   Were they running on 18th Street? 

 

        20          A.   They was running from out 18 Street down there by 

 

        21     us and then they stopped. 

 

        22          Q.   And when you say "they," who are you talking 

 

        23     about? 

 

        24          A.   Sammy Mitchell and Drayton. 

 

        25          Q.   Sammy Mitchell and Drayton? 
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         1          A.   Yeah.  And they stopped. 

 

         2          Q.   When -- when did Drayton get to be with Sammy 

 

         3     Mitchell if he was with you on the corner? 

 

         4          A.   That was the first time -- me and Drayton was 

 

         5     together the whole -- all day that day because he was 

 

         6     staying up there with me to my mother house.  And that 

 

         7     morning I got up, we ate breakfast and washed up, put on 

 

         8     clothes.  And now we were sitting -- I was sitting there 

 

         9     talking to my mom and her boyfriend.  'Cause my mama 

 

        10     boyfriend was working for Verde's Grille, take his trash, 

 

        11     you know, take the trash out to the dumpster and Verde -- 

 

        12     and he mopped.  My stepdaddy mopped.  And Verde's pay him. 

 

        13          Q.   Okay.  Taking you back to that moment though when 

 

        14     you and Drayton left the drink house and you walked down to 

 

        15     the park -- 

 

        16          A.   Uh-huh. 

 

        17          Q.   -- at the corner of 17th Street and Claremont -- 

 

        18          A.   We were walking, that's when Sammy Mitchell and 

 

        19     Darryl Hunt ran out. 

 

        20          Q.   So Sammy Mitchell and Darryl Hunt running 

 

        21     together? 

 

        22          A.   Yeah. 

 

        23          Q.   Okay.  And was Drayton still with you? 

 

        24          A.   Yeah.  We were still walking. 

 

        25          Q.   Okay. 
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         1          A.   And then Drayton stopped.  And him and Sammy 

 

         2     Mitchell and Darryl Hunt was talking.  And then that's when 

 

         3     Mr. Arthur Wilson was coming on down and -- 

 

         4          Q.   So just -- just so I -- 

 

         5          A.   -- Sammy -- 

 

         6          Q.   -- just to make sure I understand you, the three 

 

         7     of them were talking outside? 

 

         8          A.   Yeah.  Down there by the park. 

 

         9          Q.   And that was before Mr. Wilson came? 

 

        10          A.   Before they killed him.  When Mr. Wilson was 

 

        11     coming down the hill, they were standing there talking.  I 

 

        12     was going back and back, you know, like that.  And I -- I 

 

        13     said, you know, I'm fixin' to go back up to the apartment -- 

 

        14     I mean up to the drink house.  But I didn't mean that.  I 

 

        15     told Drayton I was fixin' to go back up to Ezelle.  He said, 

 

        16     No, we're going together.  So me and him -- 

 

        17          Q.   I'm sorry, he -- he said you're going where? 

 

        18          A.   Together. 

 

        19          Q.   Together. 

 

        20          A.   Go up there to Ezelle Clowers, yeah.  So when 

 

        21     Mr. Arthur Wilson passed by us, came right by, that's when 

 

        22     Sammy Mitchell took and pushed him, because he was real 

 

        23     drunk.  That man was real, real drunk.  And he fell and hit 

 

        24     the ground.  And that's when I seen Darryl Hunt was doing 

 

        25     like this looking at him.  And Drayton and Sammy Mitchell 
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         1     was checking his pockets.  And Sammy Mitchell had got his 

 

         2     watch off his arm.  He had a gold watch on his arm.  And I 

 

         3     was trying to run up the hill because I can't run.  But I 

 

         4     finally made it up there. 

 

         5          Q.   Did -- 

 

         6          A.   And I started pointing.  I -- 'cause I had to go 

 

         7     back through the back door. 

 

         8          Q.   Did you see Mr. Mitchell take the watch? 

 

         9          A.   Yeah.  It was a gold watch. 

 

        10          Q.   Do you remember when Catherine and I were here a 

 

        11     few weeks ago? 

 

        12          A.   Uh-huh. 

 

        13          Q.   I think you told us then you didn't know anything 

 

        14     about a watch. 

 

        15          A.   No.  I didn't say I didn't know nothing about no 

 

        16     watch. 

 

        17          Q.   Okay.  So you saw Sammy Mitchell take a watch; is 

 

        18     that right? 

 

        19          A.   Yeah. 

 

        20          Q.   Okay.  So then you went back up to the drink 

 

        21     house. 

 

        22          A.   And I was trying to tell them -- I couldn't talk. 

 

        23     I started pointing.  I went through the back door.  Paul 

 

        24     Landingham was still sitting behind the bar. 

 

        25          Q.   Did you go straight up Claremont to get back to 

 

 

 

 

  



                                                                        29 

 

 

         1     the drink house? 

 

         2          A.   Yeah. 

 

         3          Q.   Did you see anyone else outside? 

 

         4          A.   No. 

 

         5          Q.   Okay. 

 

         6          A.   I ain't seen nobody.  And so when I went in, I'm 

 

         7     doing like this.  So Paul was asking me -- I couldn't talk 

 

         8     then.  Then he gave me some water and I took a minute before 

 

         9     I could tell him.  I say, They're down there and I think 

 

        10     they're going to kill that man, that man. 

 

        11               So Ezelle said, Who? 

 

        12               I said, The man just left from out here.  'Cause 

 

        13     see, I didn't know Arthur Wilson's name.  That's the first 

 

        14     time I ever seen that man. 

 

        15          Q.   What made you think he was killed if he was -- 

 

        16          A.   'Cause the way they -- 'cause he was really, 

 

        17     really drunk.  And Sammy Mitchell ain't do nothing but do 

 

        18     like this one time and he fell down.  And then I ain't seen 

 

        19     him moving or nothing, you know.  I see them looking at him. 

 

        20     I said, You know they seeing if he's getting up and stuff. 

 

        21     I ain't seen him move or nothing. 

 

        22          Q.   Did you see anyone kicking Mr. Wilson? 

 

        23          A.   I seen Sammy Mitchell. 

 

        24          Q.   Is he the only one that you saw kicking? 

 

        25          A.   Uh-huh. 
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         1          Q.   Did you see anyone hit him with any objects? 

 

         2          A.   No, I ain't seen no kind of weapon because I was 

 

         3     gone. 

 

         4          Q.   Uh-huh.  And when you went back up to the drink 

 

         5     house to say that you thought they killed that man, who did 

 

         6     you see up there when you went back? 

 

         7          A.   It was Paul Landingham.  It was Ezelle Clowers, 

 

         8     John Junior Clower.  It was Barbara.  That John Junior 

 

         9     girlfriend, was John Junior girlfriend. 

 

        10          Q.   Was that Barbara Bason? 

 

        11          A.   Yeah.  And who else?  It was a lot of them up 

 

        12     there. 

 

        13          Q.   And what did they say when you told them what you 

 

        14     just saw? 

 

        15          A.   They -- they all started running down and -- was 

 

        16     running down there.  And they heard the ambulance and the 

 

        17     police. 

 

        18          Q.   Did you call out Sammy Mitchell and Darryl Hunt 

 

        19     and Merritt Drayton's name when you got up to the drink 

 

        20     house?  Did you -- 

 

        21          A.   Yeah.  Yeah. 

 

        22          Q.   So everyone from the drink house ran down to the 

 

        23     ambulance? 

 

        24          A.   Down there.  I didn't go back.  I stood -- I stood 

 

        25     right there on the porch, sat down there on the step 'til 
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         1     Ezelle and all them came back. 

 

         2          Q.   And what happened when they came back?  Did 

 

         3     police -- 

 

         4          A.   They was talking about it. 

 

         5          Q.   Did police come back -- 

 

         6          A.   The police -- the police was taking -- they took 

 

         7     me first, was questioning me. 

 

         8          Q.   And you're talking about that night? 

 

         9          A.   Yeah. 

 

        10          Q.   Okay. 

 

        11          A.   They -- they -- they -- they pulled Drayton away 

 

        12     from me and put Drayton in the car.  Sammy Mitchell -- I 

 

        13     mean -- yeah, Sammy Mitchell and Darryl Hunt in a car.  And 

 

        14     then they came back and they pulled me. 

 

        15          Q.   How do you know they put those three in the car? 

 

        16          A.   'Cause we seen it.  They seen it.  Well, I didn't 

 

        17     see it.  They seen it, the rest of the people.  They say -- 

 

        18     they say, Yeah.  They -- they is going to jail for a long 

 

        19     time for killing that man.  That's what all of them kept 

 

        20     saying. 

 

        21               And then I said, Yeah, they sure is.  I said, I 

 

        22     hate that that happened and I seen it, you know.  And then I 

 

        23     told them, I said, Well, I know I better get ready for court 

 

        24     'cause they're going to pull me up in court 'cause I was the 

 

        25     one that seen that.  I was there when it happened, you know. 
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         1          Q.   And did you tell anyone that night? 

 

         2          A.   Nobody but the people who was at the drink house, 

 

         3     that's all. 

 

         4          Q.   Okay.  Did you -- 

 

         5          A.   I didn't even sleep that night. 

 

         6          Q.   After -- after Sammy and Darryl and Merritt 

 

         7     Drayton were put in police cars, did -- did you see police 

 

         8     talk to anyone else? 

 

         9          A.   No.  I wasn't really paying no attention. 

 

        10          Q.   Did police -- 

 

        11          A.   But they told me -- Barbara and John Junior and 

 

        12     them told -- and Ezelle and them said, Well, we got -- I 

 

        13     gotta go to court.  And then I -- 

 

        14          Q.   Did you talk to police that night? 

 

        15          A.   The police -- I think the police talked to all of 

 

        16     them that went down there. 

 

        17          Q.   Does that include you? 

 

        18          A.   Yeah, they talked to me.  I'm the first one that 

 

        19     talked to them. 

 

        20          Q.   Okay.  Do you remember what you told them? 

 

        21          A.   I told them the same thing I'm telling y'all. 

 

        22          Q.   Do you remember anything about the police that you 

 

        23     talked to? 

 

        24          A.   Huh? 

 

        25          Q.   Do you remember were they wearing uniforms or 
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         1     suits? 

 

         2          A.   They was in their uniform.  The uniform they'd be 

 

         3     wearing them. 

 

         4          Q.   And was it -- was it a male officer or a female? 

 

         5          A.   It was Teresa and -- 

 

         6          Q.   Okay. 

 

         7          A.   -- Hickman. 

 

         8          Q.   So your -- your recollection right now is that you 

 

         9     talked to Teresa Hicks that night? 

 

        10          A.   And whatever his name is, Spill something. 

 

        11          Q.   Spillman? 

 

        12          A.   Yeah. 

 

        13          Q.   Was that a Detective Spillman? 

 

        14          A.   I call him Spillman, yeah. 

 

        15          Q.   Okay.  Okay.  Did you know Sammy Mitchell before 

 

        16     that night? 

 

        17          A.   I had seen him because his mother was staying 

 

        18     across the street from me and so pink -- our apartment.  And 

 

        19     I think he was staying with them.  But -- 

 

        20          Q.   Did you know -- 

 

        21          A.   -- I had seen him a couple times at Ezelle drink 

 

        22     house. 

 

        23          Q.   Did you know anything about him? 

 

        24          A.   No. 

 

        25          Q.   Did you know Darryl -- 
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         1          A.   Only thing I know, he had a twin.  It was three 

 

         2     boys and he was a twin to one of them. 

 

         3          Q.   Did you ever hear about him jumping on people or 

 

         4     stealing? 

 

         5          A.   They say he used to jump on people, rob people.  I 

 

         6     don't know. 

 

         7          Q.   You don't know? 

 

         8          A.   Uh-uh. 

 

         9          Q.   Okay. 
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         2          Q.   Did you ever hear what happened to the watch? 

 

         3          A.   No. 

 

         4          Q.   Can you think of a reason why Mr. Drayton would 

 

         5     tell police that you could take them to the pawn man where 

 

         6     he pawned the watch? 

 

         7          A.   No.  I -- I don't know. 

 

         8          Q.   Do you know anything about him pawning a watch or 

 

         9     having a watch? 

 

        10          A.   No.  Not that I know. 

 

        11          Q.   Okay.  So I want to skip ahead now from that night 

 

        12     and talk about your interactions with the police and the 

 

        13     investigation. 

 

        14               When did you first hear about Mr. Drayton's name 

 

        15     getting involved? 

 

        16          A.   The same night. 

 

        17          Q.   The same night.  Okay. 

 

        18          A.   Uh-huh. 

 

        19          Q.   Do you -- is it your recollection that he got 

 

        20     arrested that night? 

 

        21          A.   Yeah.  All three of them. 

 

        22          Q.   Okay.  So I will tell you that it was about two 

 

        23     and a half years after the crime before Mr. Drayton ever got 

 

        24     arrested.  Does that sound -- does that sound right to you? 

 

        25          A.   Now repeat that again. 
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         1          Q.   Nobody was arrested the night Mr. Wilson was 

 

         2     killed.  And two and a half years later in -- it was 1983 

 

         3     when Mr. Wilson was killed.  And 1986 is the first time that 

 

         4     there is documentation of Mr. Drayton -- 

 

         5          A.   Well, that might -- 

 

         6          Q.   -- was involved. 

 

         7          A.   -- that might have been when he got raped -- I 

 

         8     mean, excuse me, arrested. 

 

         9          Q.   Did you hear about how his name first came up? 

 

        10          A.   No. 

 

        11          Q.   If I tell you that after Mr. Drayton was arrested 

 

        12     for Mary Smith -- this is the woman who was pushed down the 

 

        13     stairs -- 

 

        14          A.   Okay. 

 

        15          Q.   After -- 

 

        16          A.   They pulled me -- the police when she got -- he 

 

        17     got arrested for that, okay.  I was at home.  And Drayton 

 

        18     was there and my brother-in-law was there.  And they was 

 

        19     talking to me and I -- and then they say, Can we talk on the 

 

        20     porch? 

 

        21               And I said, Yeah. 

 

        22               So they say, We're want to talk to you.  So they 

 

        23     drove me around and they was talking to me.  But they drove 

 

        24     me back home. 

 

        25          Q.   So after he was arrested for Mary Smith from the 
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         1     jail -- 

 

         2          A.   Uh-huh. 

 

         3          Q.   -- Mr. Drayton started to talk about Arthur 

 

         4     Wilson. 

 

         5          A.   He didn't talk about Arthur Wilson to me. 

 

         6          Q.   And that's the first time that there's anything in 

 

         7     the file about his name coming into it was a few years 

 

         8     later. 

 

         9          A.   I reckon.  I don't know.  It's been so long. 

 

        10          Q.   Did you -- 

 

        11          A.   But I know he never did talk -- 

 

        12          Q.   He never talked to you? 

 

        13          A.   -- to me about Arthur Wilson or Sammy Mitchell or 

 

        14     Darryl Hunt. 

 

        15          Q.   Did you visit him in jail? 

 

        16          A.   I think I went down there one time. 

 

        17          Q.   One time? 

 

        18          A.   I think so.  And I -- if I'm not making a mistake, 

 

        19     I think I went. 

 

        20          Q.   Do you remember why you visited him? 

 

        21          A.   If -- if I went, I -- I just wanted to see how 

 

        22     he's doing, you know. 

 

        23          Q.   Do you remember what you would have talked about? 

 

        24          A.   We were just talking about meeting, yeah. 

 

        25          Q.   Did you talk about his case at all? 
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         1          A.   No.  We didn't talk about no case at all, period. 

 

         2     He just stayed to hisself, you know. 

 

         3          Q.   Do you remember him ever writing you any letters? 

 

         4          A.   He ain't write me no letters. 

 

         5          Q.   You don't remember any letters? 

 

         6          A.   He didn't write not letters.  He ain't send 

 

         7     letter, no picture, nothing. 

 

         8          Q.   You mentioned that you talked to the police.  Do 

 

         9     you remember talking to the police about this case? 

 

        10          A.   Uh-huh. 

 

        11          Q.   Did you feel like you were talking to them by your 

 

        12     own choice? 

 

        13          A.   On my own? 

 

        14          Q.   Yes, ma'am. 

 

        15          A.   In a way, no, because they would question me and 

 

        16     stuff, you know.  Then they'd pull me off.  And, you know, 

 

        17     which I was there when it happened, but I didn't have 

 

        18     nothing to do with it because I didn't know Arthur Wilson, 

 

        19     period.  And I didn't fool with Sammy -- Sammy or Drayton 

 

        20     (sic).  You know, I ain't even speak to them.  When they 

 

        21     come to the drink house, I never did spoke to them. 

 

        22               Then one time Paul -- Paul Landingham, and he was 

 

        23     working up there to the Goodwill, you know, and he'd drive 

 

        24     their trucks and stuff home on his lunch break, he came by 

 

        25     there, and I was down there to Ezelle house drinking.  And I 
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         1     was sitting on the porch.  Me and -- I forgot who it was -- 

 

         2     we were sitting out there drinking a beer.  So Sammy 

 

         3     Mitchell came out -- up, him and Darryl.  Well, Darryl went 

 

         4     on in the house. 

 

         5          Q.   Are you talking about the same night? 

 

         6          A.   Huh? 

 

         7          Q.   Are you talking about the same night or a 

 

         8     different night? 

 

         9          A.   No.  A couple nights after. 

 

        10          Q.   Later.  Okay. 

 

        11          A.   Yeah.  And so Darryl Hunt went on in the house. 

 

        12     So me and the person, we were still sitting out there 

 

        13     drinking the beer and talking.  'Cause, you know, Ezelle had 

 

        14     chairs on his porch.  You could sit out there on -- on the 

 

        15     porch.  And so Darryl -- I mean not Darryl -- Sammy Mitchell 

 

        16     came up and he said, Yeah, her a snitcher.  We ought to get 

 

        17     her.  And so when Paul Landingham came by, I told him. 

 

        18          Q.   Was he talking about you? 

 

        19          A.   Yeah.  And Paul Landingham came by and I told him. 

 

        20     So Paul Landingham came -- I mean to court, tears rolled my 

 

        21     eyes like this.  He me what's wrong.  And I told him what 

 

        22     Sammy Mitchell said.  Then he told Sammy Mitchell, said, he 

 

        23     wasn't going to do nothing to me.  And if he did, he did, 

 

        24     you know.  And told him, even (inaudible).  And he didn't 

 

        25     say nothing else to me, but he kept watching me everywhere I 
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         1     moved. 

 

         2          Q.   Have you -- have you ever told anyone about that 

 

         3     before? 

 

         4          A.   Uh-uh. 

 

         5          Q.   Why not? 

 

         6          A.   I just didn't.  I just told Paul. 

 

         7          Q.   When you were talking to police, did they ever 

 

         8     tell you that you would be charged if you didn't help them? 

 

         9          A.   I think they said -- I don't think they can say 

 

        10     help them.  I think they said I could be charged because I 

 

        11     seen this crime. 

 

        12               And I said, Why -- why should I be charged and I 

 

        13     hadn't did nothing?  And I told them, I said, I don't think 

 

        14     that's fair because you charged them, don't try to charge me 

 

        15     because I ain't did nothing.  I was going to the park. 

 

        16     Really me and Drayton what I told them. 

 

        17          Q.   Were you ever promised any kind of benefit if you 

 

        18     were to help them? 

 

        19          A.   To the police and them? 

 

        20          Q.   Yes, ma'am. 

 

        21          A.   No.  But Barb and John Junior and them saying, 

 

        22     What we're going to get out of this?  Because we had to go 

 

        23     to Hickory too.  They placed us in a motel.  And I think 

 

        24     Darryl Hunt and them was down there in Hickory then.  Now, 

 

        25     when we went to court, we -- I don't remember seeing them, 
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         1     you know.  But Barb and them and John Junior on the stand. 

 

         2     What time -- what we going get out, you know, being a 

 

         3     witness?  And I think a lady told them they'd pay for 

 

         4     something while we was in court or something. 

 

         5               And they told us, saying -- (inaudible), I'm not 

 

         6     going down there.  I'm not going down there 'cause I had to 

 

         7     know the guy that was with me.  And personally, I was 

 

         8     babysitting for my niece.  I was keeping her baby. 

 

         9               So a friend of mine, the dude -- now, I hadn't 

 

        10     stopped talking to Drayton.  Then me and this dude, called 

 

        11     him and I said, I'd try to -- you know, I miss him and I'd 

 

        12     talk to him.  I was going to Drayton and them come -- I 

 

        13     mean -- he'd be in there too.  And he had got weird and 

 

        14     stuff, you know. 

 

        15          Q.   Did -- 

 

        16          A.   That's when I said, no, Not -- and then Sammy 

 

        17     Mitchell and them going to be down here.  And they said, 

 

        18     Well, we going to put y'all in a motel.  Just me and Barb 

 

        19     had a motel together and the rest of them had a motel.  Some 

 

        20     of them had motels together and some of them didn't. 

 

        21          Q.   You and Barbara had a motel together? 

 

        22          A.   Yeah.  And they bought -- 

 

        23          Q.   Did anyone -- 

 

        24          A.   -- us food.  And -- and he said he bought them -- 

 

        25     bought Barbara beer, you know. 
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         1          Q.   And this was when you were going to testify in 

 

         2     Hickory? 

 

         3          A.   Yeah.  In -- 

 

         4          Q.   Okay. 

 

         5          A.   -- Hickory. 

 

         6          Q.   Okay. 

 

         7          A.   And they bought me cigarette and then he -- 

 

         8          Q.   Do you -- 

 

         9          A.   -- gave us money and got us something to eat. 

 

        10          Q.   Okay.  Do you remember before you were ever going 

 

        11     to go to court, but just when you were talking with police, 

 

        12     did they -- were you ever offered any benefit to help out? 

 

        13          A.   Uh-uh. 

 

        14          Q.   Okay.  Did they -- 

 

        15          A.   When I first went to court -- 

 

        16          Q.   I'm talking about be -- before -- 

 

        17          A.   -- I was at home. 

 

        18          Q.   -- court. 

 

        19          A.   Oh, no. 

 

        20          Q.   No. 

 

        21          A.   Uh-uh. 

 

        22          Q.   Did anyone ever say anything about helping you get 

 

        23     your kids back? 

 

        24          A.   Uh-uh. 

 

        25          Q.   Okay.  So I'm going to show you some notes that 
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         1     are from April 11th -- 

 

         2          A.   I can't see too good. 

 

         3          Q.   Okay.  I'll -- I'll read through them with you. 

 

         4          A.   Okay. 

 

         5          Q.   This is the first day that there's ever any 

 

         6     documentation of you talking with the police.  I'm going to 

 

         7     mark this Number 91. 

 

         8                   (Exhibit Number 91 was introduced.) 

 

         9          A.   Uh-huh. 

 

        10          Q.   And it's the bottom part that I'm looking at 

 

        11     starting right here.  And those are the Detectives names on 

 

        12     the top, Detective Weavil and Detective Hicks.  And it says 

 

        13     "Mattie Mae Interview."  Do you see that? 

 

        14          A.   Yeah.  I see "Mattie Mae interview." 

 

        15          Q.   Okay.  So this is the first time that there is 

 

        16     ever any documentation of police talking to you about this 

 

        17     case.  And this is two and a half years after the murder. 

 

        18          A.   Uh-huh. 

 

        19          Q.   And as I read down, it has your address, 345 East 

 

        20     9th Street. 

 

        21          A.   Uh-huh. 

 

        22          Q.   It says "See statement."  And then below that it 

 

        23     says: 

 

        24               "At first denied seeing anything." 

 

        25          A.   No.  I -- excuse me.  I haven't denied nothing.  I 
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         1     didn't deny nothing.  I told them what happened and just sat 

 

         2     down -- I'm telling y'all now, I haven't denied nothing. 

 

         3          Q.   So you don't ever remember telling police that you 

 

         4     didn't see anything? 

 

         5          A.   No, no.  I didn't -- I know for a fact that I 

 

         6     didn't not tell no police that I did not see nothing.  I 

 

         7     told the police then I was down there when it happened.  And 

 

         8     I turned around and was trying to run up the hill and I 

 

         9     almost fell, so I started walking.  No, I ain't never told 

 

        10     them I ain't never seen nothing, no.  So they lying on their 

 

        11     part. 

 

        12          Q.   Okay.  Did you ever talk with Drayton, maybe when 

 

        13     you visited him in jail, did you ever talk with him about 

 

        14     what you would say to police? 

 

        15          A.   No. 

 

        16          Q.   Was there -- 

 

        17          A.   We didn't talk about the case none when he was in 

 

        18     jail. 

 

        19          Q.   Was there ever a time that police put you in a 

 

        20     room with him? 

 

        21          A.   No.  Ain't no police put me in no room with him, 

 

        22     no. 

 

        23          Q.   You were never put in a room with Mr. Drayton? 

 

        24          A.   I know they didn't. 

 

        25          Q.   Okay.  Do you remember when you were talking with 
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         1     police ever signing a statement that was written out? 

 

         2          A.   Yeah. 

 

         3          Q.   Yeah.  Do you remember who wrote that statement? 

 

         4          A.   No. 

 

         5          Q.   Did you write it? 

 

         6          A.   No. 

 

         7          Q.   Okay.  Do you remember did you sign it at the 

 

         8     beginning or at the end of when you were talking with them? 

 

         9          A.   No.  I don't remember. 

 

        10          Q.   Okay.  Did anybody talk to you about what they 

 

        11     were writing in the statement? 

 

        12          A.   No. 

 

        13          Q.   Do you remember before you signed it did you read 

 

        14     it and make sure everything was right? 

 

        15          A.   No.  'Cause see, I can't read too good. 

 

        16          Q.   Okay. 

 

        17          A.   Yeah.  'Cause see, what they was -- you know, when 

 

        18     they were telling me -- they were telling me stuff, I don't 

 

        19     know, like mouth to mouth, like we doing now -- 

 

        20          Q.   Uh-huh. 

 

        21          A.   -- they never gave me no paper to read, 'cause 

 

        22     see, I can't read too good. 

 

        23          Q.   Okay. 

 

        24          A.   See, I'm straight up with everything, you know, 

 

        25     the court thing, the reading, talking to people, you know, 
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         1     who talked to me about it.  Nobody ain't talk about it, but 

 

         2     you know, the one -- the crew that went down there try to 

 

         3     get some money, you know, said that they seen me.  And they 

 

         4     wasn't down there when it happened.  And I had told Teresa 

 

         5     and them that, too. 

 

         6          Q.   Tell me -- 

 

         7          A.   I said -- 

 

         8          Q.   Tell me a little bit about that.  When you say 

 

         9     they weren't down there when it happened, who are you 

 

        10     talking about? 

 

        11          A.   Barb, Ezelle, all them from the drink house.  When 

 

        12     they jumped off, weren't nobody down there but me, Drayton, 

 

        13     Sammy Mitchell and Mr. Arthur Wilson was laying in the 

 

        14     street.  That's all was down there.  The rest of them people 

 

        15     wasn't down there.  Wasn't nobody walking the street down 

 

        16     there or nothing.  We ain't see nobody, nobody.  We the only 

 

        17     one was down there. 

 

        18          Q.   Did Barbara see what happened? 

 

        19          A.   No.  They -- they didn't know what happened until 

 

        20     I ran up there and told them.  And then that's when all of 

 

        21     them started running down there. 

 

        22          Q.   Did you know -- are you aware that Barbara 

 

        23     testified at trial that she saw what happened? 

 

        24          A.   I think I do remember. 

 

        25          Q.   So would that -- 
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         1          A.   But I wasn't paying no attention to what they were 

 

         2     saying. 

 

         3          Q.   Would that -- would that be a lie? 

 

         4          A.   Yeah. 

 

         5          Q.   Did it -- 

 

         6          A.   All of them are -- all of them was a lie -- 

 

         7     telling a lie.  All of them 'cause wasn't none of them down 

 

         8     there.  Nobody but me and Drayton and Sammy Mitchell and 

 

         9     Darryl Hunt and Arthur Wilson.  All of them went running 

 

        10     down there just for the money. 

 

        11          Q.   When you say "for the money," what do you mean? 

 

        12          A.   Like the -- send -- they send us a check out, you 

 

        13     know, for our testify.  They pay the witness, yeah. 

 

        14          Q.   Okay.  Did you know that Patricia Williams 

 

        15     testified and said that she saw it? 

 

        16          A.   Yeah.  But none of them didn't see it.  And I had 

 

        17     told Teresa and Spillman. 

 

        18          Q.   Did you tell them that it was a lie, that 

 

        19     (inaudible)? 

 

        20          A.   Yeah.  I said, Wasn't nobody down there but me, 

 

        21     Darryl Hunt, Sammy Mitchell, and Drayton.  And then they 

 

        22     kept saying, Okay.  Okay. 

 

        23               I said, Well, why are y'all having all the rest of 

 

        24     them coming in court and they didn't even see it?  Even Paul 

 

        25     Landingham ain't see it.  Ain't none of them.  Ezelle, none 
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         1     of them ain't see it. 

 

         2          Q.   Do you remember a time during the investigation 

 

         3     when you went with police and with Mr. Drayton to your 

 

         4     apartment on 9th Street? 

 

         5          A.   Yeah.  And they found an ax hammer in my house. 

 

         6     And I didn't even know that was in there. 

 

         7          Q.   Okay.  Do you know where that ax handle came from? 

 

         8          A.   No, I do not. 

 

         9          Q.   Had you ever heard anything about it coming from 

 

        10     your brother Thomas Thompson? 

 

        11          A.   No. 

 

        12          Q.   Okay. 

 

        13          A.   And he's dead.  My brother Thomas Thompson was 

 

        14     nowhere around.  That's my baby brother. 

 

        15          Q.   Was he friends with -- with Sammy Mitchell? 

 

        16          A.   No.  Sammy Mitchell or Drayton or Darryl. 

 

        17          Q.   Did you ever hear anything about the ax handle 

 

        18     coming from Willie? 

 

        19          A.   Willie who? 

 

        20          Q.   I believe Willie Little. 

 

        21          A.   What ax handle? 

 

        22          Q.   The ax handle that they found in your apartment. 

 

        23          A.   I don't know. 

 

        24          Q.   You don't, okay. 

 

        25          A.   I ain't heard. 
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        10          Q.   Why did you decide that you would do that, that 

 

        11     you would wear a wire and -- 

 

        12          A.   I don't know.  Because they said I'd go to jail or 

 

        13     prison, they telling go to prison to me. 

 

        14          Q.   They told you that you would go to prison if you 

 

        15     didn't do that? 

 

        16          A.   Uh-huh.  And then I got -- 

 

        17          Q.   Did they say why? 

 

        18          A.   No.  And I got a little nervous, and I said, Well, 

 

        19     okay, you know.  I ain't got time to be doing no time and 

 

        20     stuff. 

 

        21          Q.   Okay.  So -- 

 

        22          A.   I never been to prison a day in my life.  I went 

 

        23     to jail a couple times, but I didn't stay.  And it wasn't 

 

        24     nothing real bad, you know, like this, you know. 
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         5          Q.   I guess like why is that -- like why would you go 

 

         6     to prison?  Why -- I mean did anybody say that to you? 

 

         7          A.   They didn't say it to me.  Uh-uh. 

 

         8          Q.   I'm just trying to figure out why you thought you 

 

         9     -- you might go. 

 

        10          A.   Because I did witness.  You know why -- I ain't 

 

        11     never been around nobody -- seen nobody get killed, you 

 

        12     know.  And then I was afraid.  And I was thinking about me 

 

        13     and my baby, no.  I said, Lord, I can't handle not -- your 

 

        14     child, my child in prison. 

 

        15          Q.   Okay. 

 

        16          A.   And I haven't did nothing, you know.  And then I 

 

        17     stopped and I was ready to go, you know, stopped thinking 

 

        18     about it, you know. 
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         3          Q.   Okay.  And at the very bottom of that page, it 

 

         4     says -- this is you.  You say: 

 

         5               "They're trying to get me involved.  He's trying 

 

         6     to get me involved.  I don't want to get involved." 

 

         7               Who was trying to get you involved? 

 

         8          A.   The detective and them.  'Cause they were trying 

 

         9     to make me lie. 

 

        10          Q.   What did they want you to say that was a lie? 

 

        11          A.   They -- they kept saying, yeah, you know he -- 

 

        12     they did it. 

 

        13               I said, Yeah, I know.  I said, I told y'all I was 

 

        14     down in there.  I was trying to go back up the hill.  And I 

 

        15     told them, I said, Well, I'm just going to tell what I seen 

 

        16     'cause I ain't been able to see that much.  That's what I 

 

        17     told them.  'Cause I came on back up the hill.  And every 

 

        18     time I turn around, they kept asking me the same things, 

 

        19     same things, same things.  I'm dreading, the same things 

 

        20     about Sammy and Darryl.  And then they tell me, You're 

 

        21     nervous.  And then I kept getting up and standing, like I 

 

        22     did y'all. 

 

        23          Q.   Right. 

 

        24          A.   Said, I'm through talking about.  I don't want to 

 

        25     talk about it no more.  That's why I said they're trying to 
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         1     get me involved 'cause I -- I ain't have time, you know, go 

 

         2     do no time. 

 

         3          Q.   Okay. 

 

         4          A.   I ain't never did not time.  Never been to prison. 

 

         5          Q.   What would you have to do time for though? 

 

         6          A.   No, that's what I was just saying.  I ain't never, 

 

         7     you know. 
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         6          Q.   Did you ever hear Mr. Drayton say that he did it? 

 

         7          A.   No. 

 

         8          Q.   Okay.  And about halfway down the page -- 

 

         9          A.   Excuse me for a minute. 

 

        10          Q.   Oh, sure. 

 

        11          A.   'Cause they said -- they said that Drayton had 

 

        12     told police and them that he did it.  And they said that he 

 

        13     told them about Mary Smith and said that he told them about 

 

        14     that Deborah Syke case, too.  I didn't know nothing about 

 

        15     that either. 

 

        16          Q.   Who told you that? 

 

        17          A.   A lot of people was saying that in the Ezelle 

 

        18     drink house. 

 

        19          Q.   But who told you that Drayton talked to police 

 

        20     about all that? 

 

        21          A.   They did.  Barbara and them were in there. 

 

        22          Q.   The people in the drink house? 

 

        23          A.   The drink -- yeah. 

 

        24          Q.   Okay.  Do you remember when that was? 

 

        25          A.   No. 
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         1          Q.   Was it after he was arrested? 

 

         2          A.   I think it was. 

 

         3          Q.   Okay.  So looking about halfway down page 816 

 

         4     right here. 

 

         5          A.   Okay. 

 

         6          Q.   This is you talking.  And you say: 

 

         7               "They asked me did I see Junior and you.  They say 

 

         8     a girl was with him.  Junior told me they said the stick you 

 

         9     had is somewhere in the house and I'm looking for the stick 

 

        10     and I can't find the stick in the house.  It's got black 

 

        11     tape around it." 

 

        12          A.   Well, the detective and them told me that the 

 

        13     stick was in my house.  And I was looking for it.  I was 

 

        14     looking for it.  'Cause if I would have found it, I would 

 

        15     have put a glove or something on my hand and would have 

 

        16     called the police and told the police and them, yeah, here 

 

        17     go the stick.  But I didn't find no stick in my house. 

 

        18          Q.   Do you remember them coming to your house and 

 

        19     getting a stick? 

 

        20          A.   No.  I don't remember. 

 

        21          Q.   Do you remember an ax handle that they took from 

 

        22     your house? 

 

        23          A.   No. 

 

        24          Q.   You don't remember? 

 

        25          A.   I don't remember.  Uh-uh. 
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         1          Q.   Okay.  And then just keep it, and following down 

 

         2     from there, this is Sammy Mitchell now replying to you.  He 

 

         3     says: 

 

         4               "Junior is telling a lie.  Me and Junior wasn't 

 

         5     running together.  You ought to know that.  Wasn't nobody 

 

         6     running together but me and Darryl.  When that man got 

 

         7     killed, me and Darryl wasn't even on that side of town." 

 

         8          A.   Yes, they was.  Yes, they were. 

 

         9          Q.   Do you remember that it was -- was it just Sammy 

 

        10     and Darryl running together or did they include Merritt? 

 

        11          A.   I -- I just remember Sammy and Darryl was 

 

        12     together.  'Cause every day, if it don't be in the morning, 

 

        13     be in the evening, don't be in the evening, be at night, 

 

        14     they come to that drink house every day.  And there's all 

 

        15     who Sammy Mitchell usually run with was Darryl Hunt.  When 

 

        16     you see Sammy Mitchell, you see Darryl.  When you see 

 

        17     Darryl, you see Sammy. 

 

        18          Q.   And would you see Drayton with them? 

 

        19          A.   No.  Drayton wouldn't be with them. 

 

        20          Q.   Okay. 

 

        21          A.   Drayton be most the time with me at my mother 

 

        22     house.  Or we'll be down there, sitting down there in Ezelle 

 

        23     backyard with some more people, just sitting down there 

 

        24     drinking and talking. 
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         1                         P R O C E E D I N G S 

 

         2               MS. DUNLAP:  Hello. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  Hi.  Are you Ms. Carpenter? 

 

         4               MS. DUNLAP:  No.  My name is Dunlap. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  Are you Patricia Dunlap? 

 

         6               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-huh. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  Hi.  You're actually the person that 

 

         8     I was hoping to speak with.  My name is Brian Ziegler.  This 

 

         9     is Julie. 

 

        10               MS. BRIDENSTINE:  Hi. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  We work with a state agency called 

 

        12     the North Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission. 

 

        13               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-huh. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  And it's our job to investigate when 

 

        15     there's someone who's been convicted of a crime but claims 

 

        16     that they're innocent.  Excuse me.  I'm sorry. 

 

        17               There's a man named Merritt Williams Drayton who 

 

        18     has applied to our agency.  He was convicted of the murder 

 

        19     of Arthur Wilson back in 1983. 

 

        20               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-huh. 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  He was convicted in 1986 along with 

 

        22     Sammy Mitchell and Darryl Hunt. 

 

        23               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-huh. 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you remember that case? 

 

        25               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-huh. 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  Can we talk to you for a few 

 

         2     minutes? 

 

         3               MS. DUNLAP:  I'd rather not go into that.  I'm -- 

 

         4     I'll be 63 years old in a couple months.  And I put all that 

 

         5     behind me.  I've lost my husband, everything, so... 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  I -- I understand.  It is 

 

         7     very important that we do speak with you.  It would be my 

 

         8     preference if we could take a few minutes today right now, 

 

         9     but if -- if you don't want to do that, we'll probably have 

 

        10     to subpoena you so that we could -- we could do that. 

 

        11               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-uh.  I don't want to go to court. 

 

        12               MS. BRIDENSTINE:  This is a subpoena for our 

 

        13     hearing. 

 

        14               MS. DUNLAP:  Huh? 

 

        15               MS. BRIDENSTINE:  This is a subpoena for the 

 

        16     hearing. 

 

        17               MS. DUNLAP:  Well, why do I have to be there? 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  Well, if we could talk a little bit 

 

        19     and I'll explain it to you.  You may -- you may not. 

 

        20               MS. DUNLAP:  I don't do the talk.  I'm not into 

 

        21     that.  I don't know nothing about that now. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  I -- I understand.  So I'm going to 

 

        23     leave this here for you.  You may not -- we may be able to 

 

        24     release that, but that's our boss's decision.  I'm sorry I'm 

 

        25     stepping in.  Were you -- 
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         1               MS. DUNLAP:  That's all right.  Come on in. 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- were you going to invite us. 

 

         3     Okay. 

 

         4               MS. DUNLAP:  After all these years? 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  Yes, ma'am.  There's -- there's a 

 

         6     man in prison.  He's saying that he didn't do it, so it's 

 

         7     our job to look into that. 

 

         8               MS. DUNLAP:  I don't know what you talking about, 

 

         9     Drayton.  Arthur Drayton. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  His name is Merritt -- 

 

        11               MS. DUNLAP:  Merritt. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- Drayton.  So I -- if you don't 

 

        13     remember, I understand it's been a long time and you may not 

 

        14     remember and that's okay.  I'm going to ask you some 

 

        15     questions about it and see what you do recall. 

 

        16               It sounds like you do remember that case? 

 

        17               MS. DUNLAP:  It's been so long. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  What do you remember? 

 

        19               MS. DUNLAP:  Practically hardly nothing.  I 

 

        20     remember the times we had to go to court.  And I remember -- 

 

        21     I remember going to court.  And it was -- the two of them, 

 

        22     Sammy Mitchell and Darryl. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  Yes, ma'am. 

 

        24               MS. DUNLAP:  But after that was solved and 

 

        25     everything, I got all of that out my mind.  And then I had a 
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         1     news -- a writer, reporter or somebody after I had gotten 

 

         2     married.  They had came to the house and they want to do a 

 

         3     story.  And I told them I wasn't doing that story.  I was 

 

         4     married now, going on with my life. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  Yes, ma'am. 

 

         6               MS. DUNLAP:  What's been done, been done, and I'm 

 

         7     out of it.  Please don't bother me with that no more. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  Right.  And I understand we're 

 

         9     coming up here out of the blue talking about something a 

 

        10     long time ago and that can be a little bit hard. 

 

        11               MS. DUNLAP:  Oh, that man showing up in here. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  So I -- I do want to be sensitive of 

 

        13     that.  But it -- it's our job to look into this man's claim 

 

        14     of innocence.  So do you -- do you remember where it was 

 

        15     that Arthur Wilson was killed? 

 

        16               MS. DUNLAP:  Oh, Arthur -- see, what street is 

 

        17     that?  On the corner of 18th and Claremont.  I think.  I'm 

 

        18     not sure about that. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Do you remember where you 

 

        20     were that night? 

 

        21               MS. DUNLAP:  I was at Ezelle's house that night. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  And what -- what can you tell 

 

        23     us about Ezelle's house? 

 

        24               MS. DUNLAP:  Oh, it was a drink house. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  Was it normally this -- did you go 
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         1     there often? 

 

         2               MS. DUNLAP:  I stayed right across the street from 

 

         3     it in an apartment. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  Is that a -- 

 

         5               MS. DUNLAP:  I went, you know, not that often, but 

 

         6     I'd be around there. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you know the people who would 

 

         8     hang out there? 

 

         9               MS. DUNLAP:  Most of them. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  Was it usually the same people? 

 

        11               MS. DUNLAP:  Yes. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you remember who -- who that was? 

 

        13               MS. DUNLAP:  That was me -- let me see, Mattie 

 

        14     Mae, my sister, Barbara -- what was Barb's last name?  I 

 

        15     can't think of her last name.  She dead, too.  Oh, God.  A 

 

        16     bunch of us lived around there.  Let's see.  I think they 

 

        17     were all of them there.  I got out of that area and got my 

 

        18     life turned another way. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did Sammy Mitchell hang out there? 

 

        20               MS. DUNLAP:  Oh, yes.  He was there.  And Darryl. 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  Would they go there a lot? 

 

        22               MS. DUNLAP:  Quite often. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Did you know Merritt Williams 

 

        24     Drayton? 

 

        25               MS. DUNLAP:  I've seen him.  But now as far as 
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         1     knowing him, no, I didn't know him -- 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  I think -- 

 

         3               MS. DUNLAP:  -- all that good. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  I think he used to be called 

 

         5     "Junior." 

 

         6               MS. DUNLAP:  Junior.  I've seen him, but I never 

 

         7     -- you know, I never -- I never was in his company. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Did you see -- did you see 

 

         9     him at Ezelle's house? 

 

        10               MS. DUNLAP:  You talking about Arthur? 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  I'm talking about Junior or Merritt 

 

        12     Williams Drayton.  Do you remember if he -- 

 

        13               MS. DUNLAP:  Yeah.  I seen him -- 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- would he hang out there? 

 

        15               MS. DUNLAP:  -- I seen him there a couple of 

 

        16     times. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Did you know Sammy Mitchell? 

 

        18               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-huh. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  What was your relationship with him? 

 

        20               MS. DUNLAP:  None. 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you like him? 

 

        22               MS. DUNLAP:  (No verbal response.) 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  Why not? 

 

        24               MS. DUNLAP:  He was kind of a rowdy person. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 
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         1               MS. BRIDENSTINE:  A what person? 

 

         2               MS. DUNLAP:  Kind of rowdy. 

 

         3               MS. BRIDENSTINE:  Rowdy. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  What do you mean by that? 

 

         5               MS. DUNLAP:  Disrespectful.  His mouth was 

 

         6     something else. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Disrespectful to you? 

 

         8               MS. DUNLAP:  To a lot of women.  Not only me. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  What would he do that was 

 

        10     disrespectful? 

 

        11               MS. DUNLAP:  Well, he'd call people names and 

 

        12     stuff like that. 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you know Darryl Hunt? 

 

        14               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-huh. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  What was your relationship with him? 

 

        16               MS. DUNLAP:  None. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you like him? 

 

        18               MS. DUNLAP:  Darryl was all right.  I just felt 

 

        19     like he was being led -- leaded -- led the wrong way.  He 

 

        20     was running with the wrong person. 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  And what person was that? 

 

        22               MS. DUNLAP:  Sammy.  It was Sammy. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Do you remember talking with 

 

        24     police about this case back then? 

 

        25               MS. DUNLAP:  I know when they came -- detectives 
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         1     came to my house. 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  What can you tell me about that? 

 

         3               MS. DUNLAP:  And they said they needed to talk to 

 

         4     me about that.  I told them I didn't know nothing.  And 

 

         5     evidently the person -- this Drayton -- or what you call 

 

         6     him, he gave our name.  They carried us downtown.  They 

 

         7     carried me downtown and they talked to me about that. 

 

         8     And -- and I think I stayed down there about two, three 

 

         9     hours. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  Why did you tell them that you 

 

        11     didn't know anything? 

 

        12               MS. DUNLAP:  I didn't want to be involved in it. 

 

        13     Even though I seen it, I didn't want to be involved in that. 

 

        14     And that was one time I wish I had stayed in the house and I 

 

        15     wouldn't have seen that. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  And you said that you think 

 

        17     Mr. Drayton is the one who gave your name? 

 

        18               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-huh. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you know why he would have given 

 

        20     your name? 

 

        21               MS. DUNLAP:  I guess he was trying to make a plea 

 

        22     bargain after what happened to Mary. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  Is that Mary Smith -- 

 

        24               MS. DUNLAP:  Yeah. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- you're talking about?  Okay. 
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         1               Did you know Mary Smith? 

 

         2               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-huh. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  Were you friends with her? 

 

         4               MS. DUNLAP:  Yeah.  She was all right with me. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you ever know her to be an 

 

         6     informant or work with the police or anything? 

 

         7               MS. DUNLAP:  No. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  No.  Okay.  Did she ever talk to you 

 

         9     about Sammy Mitchell and the Deborah Sykes' case? 

 

        10               MS. DUNLAP:  No. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  So going back to when police 

 

        12     talked to you about this case, you said they picked you up 

 

        13     at your house? 

 

        14               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-huh.  When it first got started. 

 

        15     I think that was in -- was it 1986? 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  Yes, ma'am. 

 

        17               MS. DUNLAP:  Yeah. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  But the crime happened in 1983, but 

 

        19     it was 1986 when they talked to you.  Why did you decide to 

 

        20     go with them down to the police station? 

 

        21               MS. DUNLAP:  I had no other choice.  They had done 

 

        22     put my name.  Said, We know what's up.  And then they 

 

        23     started talking.  And I said, Okay.  I might as well go on 

 

        24     down there. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  Were you told that you had no 
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         1     choice? 

 

         2               MS. DUNLAP:  In a way I was. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  What do you mean? 

 

         4               MS. DUNLAP:  From what they were saying to me. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  What were they saying? 

 

         6               MS. DUNLAP:  I can identify them.  Then they made 

 

         7     me a key witness to this.  I didn't like it.  It was me, 

 

         8     Mattie Mae, Barbara, and who else was it?  I can't think of 

 

         9     everybody. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you ever talk to Mattie Mae and 

 

        11     Barbara about the case? 

 

        12               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-uh. 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  No? 

 

        14               MS. DUNLAP:  (No verbal response.) 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  All right.  So when -- 

 

        16               MS. DUNLAP:  We was all key witnesses.  And I know 

 

        17     what I seen and I guess they knew what they seen.  They knew 

 

        18     what happened on the inside.  And they said I don't -- I was 

 

        19     outside throwing up when I looked up and seen that.  I was 

 

        20     the one that ran in the house and got some help. 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  All right. 

 

        22               MS. DUNLAP:  By the time I got -- got to somebody, 

 

        23     I seen Paul Landingham.  I seen him, I said, Paul, those 

 

        24     guys there, they killing that man, they killing that man. 

 

        25     Just like that.  They were saying why Ezelle tried to get -- 
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         1     get Arthur to take -- take a cab and go home.  He said, No, 

 

         2     it's such a pretty night, he was going to walk. 

 

         3               The same night Arthur had set up the whole house. 

 

         4     He bought everybody there a drink.  Sammy and Darryl came 

 

         5     back in there.  They had done bought them one.  They was in 

 

         6     the front room playing pool.  They came back in there.  I 

 

         7     remember that.  They came back in there and they asked him 

 

         8     for another drink. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  Is this -- 

 

        10               MS. DUNLAP:  Come on, man. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- is this after Mr. Wilson was 

 

        12     killed? 

 

        13               MS. DUNLAP:  No, before he was killed. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        15               MS. DUNLAP:  And he told them that he looked like 

 

        16     he got laces on their panties or something like that.  Oh, 

 

        17     come on, man, such and such.  See, they were bullies anyway. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  Yeah. 

 

        19               MS. DUNLAP:  So -- 

 

        20               MS. BRIDENSTINE:  Did you say they were bullies? 

 

        21               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-huh. 

 

        22               MS. BRIDENSTINE:  Okay. 

 

        23               MS. DUNLAP:  Anyway, they went ahead on.  They 

 

        24     went on back and left.  I told -- he told -- what's his 

 

        25     name?  Mel, they told Mel, say, Well, y'all, I'm fixin' to 
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         1     go on in.  And he -- and he looked at Ezelle, he said, Man, 

 

         2     why don't you let me call you a cab so you can get home all 

 

         3     right. 

 

         4               Arthur had a whole lot of money on him that night. 

 

         5     That's why Ezelle was trying to get him to catch a cab for 

 

         6     him to get home safe.  And he refused that and he left out 

 

         7     and he went on up the street. 

 

         8               That last drink I had, it kinda made me sick.  I 

 

         9     went outside and I was standing there on the ground by the 

 

        10     wall and I was throwing up and I happened to look up. 

 

        11     That's when I seen Darryl and -- and -- and Sammy and them 

 

        12     down there with him. 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  I'm sorry to interrupt you, but when 

 

        14     you said Darryl and Sammy and "them"? 

 

        15               MS. DUNLAP:  That's what -- that's what I'm 

 

        16     talking about. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  Uh-huh.  Do you remember seeing 

 

        18     anyone besides Sammy and Darryl? 

 

        19               MS. DUNLAP:  I mean it's kinda faded.  I've put a 

 

        20     lot of that stuff out of my mind. 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  I understand. 

 

        22               MS. DUNLAP:  See, I know -- I seen -- 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  And it's okay if you don't remember. 

 

        24     I don't want you to say -- 

 

        25               MS. DUNLAP:  I can't remember -- 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- something that's not true. 

 

         2               MS. DUNLAP:  -- I can't remember -- 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

         4               MS. DUNLAP:  -- all of that. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  That's fine.  And when -- you said 

 

         6     you ran back in the house and you told Paul Landingham 

 

         7     they're killing the man -- 

 

         8               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-huh. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- did you tell him who was killing 

 

        10     the man? 

 

        11               MS. DUNLAP:  No.  I couldn't -- at first I said -- 

 

        12     he said, Who is it? 

 

        13               I said, They got him down.  And I said, That's 

 

        14     Sammy and Darryl.  There's Sammy and -- and Darryl down 

 

        15     there.  One of them had an ax handle. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you -- 

 

        17               MS. DUNLAP:  I remember saving the stick.  And 

 

        18     when he was standing there -- they were standing right there 

 

        19     in front of that light and you could mostly see what's going 

 

        20     on. 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  How far away were they from you? 

 

        22               MS. DUNLAP:  I'd say from the corner to right 

 

        23     there to -- from the corner of Claremont -- no -- yeah, 

 

        24     Claremont and 19th, I was standing right there.  I was 

 

        25     standing on the corner.  Not directly on the corner.  I was 
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         1     at Ezelle's house.  His house isn't exactly on the corner. 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

         3               MS. DUNLAP:  So from Ezelle house to the corner of 

 

         4     18th Street.  That's where I was standing at. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  So what you saw happened at 

 

         6     the corner of 18th Street? 

 

         7               MS. DUNLAP:  I saw what was going on at the corner 

 

         8     of 18th Street. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  I mean that -- 

 

        10               MS. DUNLAP:  (Inaudible.) 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- that's where Mr. Wilson got 

 

        12     attacked? 

 

        13               MS. DUNLAP:  Yeah. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Do you recall there's a hill 

 

        15     on that street? 

 

        16               MS. DUNLAP:  After you pass 18, it is. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  Right, right.  Were they down that 

 

        18     hill at all? 

 

        19               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-uh. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  And when you -- I just want to make 

 

        21     sure I understand.  It sounds like you do remember calling 

 

        22     Sammy and Darryl's name that night when you went back in the 

 

        23     house? 

 

        24               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-huh. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Did you talk to any police 
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         1     that night? 

 

         2               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-uh.  'Cause, well, the next thing 

 

         3     when I looked up, the ambulance and everything was down 

 

         4     there.  And I walked down there, when I looked up and seen 

 

         5     the paramedic, the paramedic kicked that sheet and pulled it 

 

         6     over his head. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  Uh-huh. 

 

         8               MS. DUNLAP:  I said, Oh, Lord, they done killed 

 

         9     him.  I turned around and I went back.  I went on home. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you see anybody talk to police 

 

        11     that night? 

 

        12               MS. DUNLAP:  No. 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you see anybody else who saw the 

 

        14     attack? 

 

        15               MS. DUNLAP:  Well, it was some more people who 

 

        16     were standing on the porch, but they was up there running 

 

        17     their mouth.  Evidently they didn't -- they might have seen 

 

        18     it, they might have not.  I can't say what they did. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  These are people on the porch at 

 

        20     Ezelle's house? 

 

        21               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-huh. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you remember who there was up 

 

        23     there? 

 

        24               MS. DUNLAP:  I know -- I know -- I know Paul was 

 

        25     up there because that's when I ran up the steps.  And I -- I 
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         1     looked and seen him.  I said, Paul, they're down there 

 

         2     killing that man.  They -- they -- they beating him up. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  So when you said that, that was out 

 

         4     on the porch, you were still outside? 

 

         5               MS. DUNLAP:  Well, he was up steps, but he -- I 

 

         6     don't think Paul could see it from where he was standing at. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  But when -- when you told him 

 

         8     about it -- 

 

         9               MS. DUNLAP:  But even when I told him about -- 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- you were outside? 

 

        11               MS. DUNLAP:  -- when I told him about it, he -- he 

 

        12     -- he took off and he went down the steps and he looked. 

 

        13     And by the time he -- by the time he decided to get down the 

 

        14     steps to look, the ambulance was coming out 18th. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        16               MS. DUNLAP:  And they done gone. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you -- 

 

        18               MS. DUNLAP:  They ran off. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you see where they ran? 

 

        20               MS. DUNLAP:  No, I didn't see it. 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you see Mattie Mae out there? 

 

        22               MS. DUNLAP:  Mattie Mae was on the porch up there. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  She was on the porch? 

 

        24               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-huh. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you see Barbara Bason out there 

 

 

 

 

  



                                                                        19 

 

 

         1     on the street? 

 

         2               MS. DUNLAP:  Barbara Bason was there.  She was at 

 

         3     the house, too.  I didn't see her on the street though. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Did you see any cars go by? 

 

         5               MS. DUNLAP:  No. 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  So if you don't remember, you don't 

 

         7     remember, and I understand that, but -- 

 

         8               MS. DUNLAP:  I don't remember all that. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- when -- when you were out there, 

 

        10     did you see any people on the street other than Mr. Wilson 

 

        11     and the people who were attacking him? 

 

        12               MS. DUNLAP:  No.  I can't say that I did.  I just 

 

        13     seen -- I was looking at exactly what was going on. 

 

        14     Anything else that standing nearby or cross or below it, I 

 

        15     didn't see that.  I just looked up and just glimpsed and 

 

        16     seen that and I ran up the steps and I told Paul. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Did you -- and as you sit 

 

        18     here today, do you remember how many people you saw attack 

 

        19     them? 

 

        20               MS. DUNLAP:  There was -- attack him, I didn't 

 

        21     seen that.  But what I seen watcha call when he hit him. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  Are you talking about Sammy? 

 

        23               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-huh.  I seen that much. 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        25               MS. DUNLAP:  That's when I took off.  And Darryl 
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         1     had the -- had the -- had the stick and he doing it like 

 

         2     this to see whether he's still alive and he did like that. 

 

         3     And then by the time I got there, all of them, they were 

 

         4     done disappeared. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  If you told -- if you said -- 

 

         6               MS. DUNLAP:  I told them that. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  If you said back then that you saw 

 

         8     three people, does that sound right to you today? 

 

         9               MS. DUNLAP:  I'm not remembering.  I can't say. 

 

        10     It's been too long. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  I understand that.  That's fine. 

 

        12               So going back to when police first talked to you, 

 

        13     did you know they had suspects? 

 

        14               MS. DUNLAP:  (No verbal response.) 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  No.  Did you ever talk to anyone 

 

        16     else at the drink house about what you saw that night?  I 

 

        17     know you just told me you told Paul. 

 

        18               MS. DUNLAP:  Well, all of us talking about it 

 

        19     then. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Around the time that it 

 

        21     happened? 

 

        22               MS. DUNLAP:  So after the ambulance, people 

 

        23     started -- 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  Yeah. 

 

        25               MS. DUNLAP:  I can say all of them was talking 
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         1     about it. 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  You're talking about later that 

 

         3     night, the same night? 

 

         4               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-huh. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  When you talked to police, do 

 

         6     you remember if they were recording your interview? 

 

         7               MS. DUNLAP:  Yes, they were. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you remember whether they stopped 

 

         9     and started that recorder during the interview? 

 

        10               MS. DUNLAP:  I can't remember. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you remember that they 

 

        12     interviewed you two days back to back? 

 

        13               MS. DUNLAP:  Yeah. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  Then on the second day you were 

 

        15     interviewed in the morning and then they interviewed you 

 

        16     again later on that day.  Do you remember that? 

 

        17               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-uh. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  No.  Okay.  Do you remember what 

 

        19     happened in between those interviews with police? 

 

        20               MS. DUNLAP:  No. 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  When they came to get you at 

 

        22     your house, when the police came to get you at your house to 

 

        23     talk to you, did you know they were going to come talk to 

 

        24     you? 

 

        25               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-uh. 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  No.  Had you heard from anyone else, 

 

         2     like, hey, they're looking at this old case, you know, 

 

         3     they're coming around? 

 

         4               MS. DUNLAP:  No.  I didn't hear nothing about it. 

 

         5     Then they showed up at the door. 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Do you know why they came 

 

         7     back to talk to you after that first time? 

 

         8               MS. DUNLAP:  Not exactly. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  So one of the -- did you ever 

 

        10     talk to Sammy again after that -- 

 

        11               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-uh. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- after you saw that? 

 

        13               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-uh. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did he ever talk to you? 

 

        15               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-uh. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you remember telling police that 

 

        17     Sammy threatened to cut your throat? 

 

        18               MS. DUNLAP:  Well, them three all saw a whole 

 

        19     bunch of us like that. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  And why -- why did he make that 

 

        21     threat? 

 

        22               MS. DUNLAP:  If we opened our mouths and said 

 

        23     anything.  About whatever he was doing, he was always 

 

        24     threatening. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Did he say that to you about 
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         1     Arthur Wilson? 

 

         2               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-uh. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  No. 

 

         4               MS. DUNLAP:  After that night, that man -- that 

 

         5     man got killed and I seen everything, they still came 

 

         6     around, but they didn't come around as often.  And then when 

 

         7     Mary -- when Mary got killed down there on 9th -- was that 

 

         8     -- is that -- 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  Are you talking about Mary Smith? 

 

        10               MS. DUNLAP:  Yeah. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        12               MS. DUNLAP:  That's when all this stuff hitting 

 

        13     the fan. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  But do you know -- 

 

        15               MS. DUNLAP:  All this stuff hitting the fan. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you know why that is? 

 

        17               MS. DUNLAP:  And I was trying to figure out how 

 

        18     did he know my name. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  And when you say "he," who are you 

 

        20     talking about? 

 

        21               MS. DUNLAP:  Drayton. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Do you know why this case 

 

        23     came back up after Mary Smith was killed? 

 

        24               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-uh.  They probably tried -- 'cause 

 

        25     I guess they never did get through with his case.  But what 
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         1     I look at, he turned our name in and everything as a -- for 

 

         2     a plea or for a bargain or trying to plea bargain. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  How do you know that? 

 

         4               MS. DUNLAP:  That's what -- he done killed that 

 

         5     woman and everything.  And in order to try to pull hisself 

 

         6     out of something, he turned up an old case trying to make 

 

         7     hisself... 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  How do you know that's what he did? 

 

         9               MS. DUNLAP:  I feel like that's what he did. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  You feel like that then.  Okay. 

 

        11               Would he have a reason to think that would help 

 

        12     him? 

 

        13               MS. DUNLAP:  Um-um-um. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  No.  You don't know.  Okay. 

 

        15               Did you ever talk to anyone else that at Ezelle's 

 

        16     that night about what you would say to police? 

 

        17               MS. DUNLAP:  No. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  No.  You mentioned -- when we first 

 

        19     came in, you mentioned you remember going to court.  Do you 

 

        20     remember how many times you had to go to court? 

 

        21               MS. DUNLAP:  I knew (inaudible).  I don't even 

 

        22     remember all that.  Because during the -- during the court 

 

        23     case when we was going back and forth to court, and the I 

 

        24     remember of that was the last time we had to go, I couldn't 

 

        25     go because my mama had passed.  And that was when they 
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         1     supposedly sentencing him then, Sammy Mitchell. 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Did you ever go to court in 

 

         3     Hickory? 

 

         4               MS. DUNLAP:  For who? 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  For Darryl Hunt in this case. 

 

         6               MS. DUNLAP:  Yes.  They -- 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  They would have taken you. 

 

         8               MS. DUNLAP:  They came and got me.  Yeah.  They 

 

         9     came and got me. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  So you did go to that one? 

 

        11               MS. DUNLAP:  Yeah. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Do you remember anything 

 

        13     about that trial other than that you had to go to it? 

 

        14               MS. DUNLAP:  The only thing they asked me, did I 

 

        15     see Darryl Hunt hit him.  I told them, No.  I didn't see him 

 

        16     hit him. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  So earlier that night when everybody 

 

        18     was still at the drink house, do you remember a fight or 

 

        19     anything, an argument between somebody named Hattie Rue and 

 

        20     Mr. Wilson? 

 

        21               There's a handwritten -- do you know who that is? 

 

        22               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-uh. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  She was -- I wouldn't normally use 

 

        24     this term, but she's described as a "bull dyke" in 

 

        25     somebody's statement. 
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         1               MS. DUNLAP:  I don't know. 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  You don't -- you don't remember 

 

         3     telling police that? 

 

         4               MS. DUNLAP:  (No verbal response.) 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

         6               MS. DUNLAP:  Mr. Wilson weren't fighting with 

 

         7     nobody. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  If that was in a -- you say he was 

 

         9     not fighting with anybody? 

 

        10               MS. DUNLAP:  No, not Mr. Wilson. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  If that was in a -- 

 

        12               MS. DUNLAP:  We called him Yup. 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  Yeah, right.  Yeah. 

 

        14               MS. DUNLAP:  That's what they called him, we 

 

        15     called him Yut.  No, he wasn't fighting with nobody. 

 

        16     Because I had just left the club.  I left the club up on 

 

        17     Liberty and we walked down there and got there.  By the time 

 

        18     we got to Ezelle's house, we went -- we went inside.  That's 

 

        19     the first time I met Mr. Wilson.  And he said -- he was 

 

        20     talking to Ezelle and everything and he said he's going to 

 

        21     set up the whole house.  He said, All right.  Ladies first. 

 

        22     And I was standing at the door.  He said, Come on up here, 

 

        23     honey.  That go for you, too.  And I stood right there and 

 

        24     they poured me my drink and everything and just served 

 

        25     everybody in there a drink or whatever they wanted.  If they 
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         1     wanted beer, that's what they would have got.  If they 

 

         2     wanted wine, that's what they got.  If they wanted liquor, 

 

         3     that's what they got. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you -- 

 

         5               MS. DUNLAP:  But other than that, I -- 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you remember ever signing a 

 

         7     handwritten statement when you talked with police? 

 

         8               MS. DUNLAP:  I'm not sure. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  And I know it's been a long 

 

        10     time.  That's fine.  I'm going to show what I am marking as 

 

        11     Number 115. 

 

        12                  (Exhibit Number 115 was introduced.) 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  The pages are a little backward 

 

        14     here.  But this is a handwritten statement.  And it looks 

 

        15     like it has your signature on the bottom, here.  Did you 

 

        16     write this statement? 

 

        17               MS. DUNLAP:  That's my -- that is my signature. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Did you write the statement? 

 

        19               MS. DUNLAP:  No, I didn't write it. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you know who did write it? 

 

        21               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-uh. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you read it before you signed 

 

        23     it? 

 

        24               You can take a look.  It actually starts on this 

 

        25     side. 
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         1               MS. DUNLAP:  Yeah.  I remember having this now. 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you remember that fight? 

 

         3               MS. DUNLAP:  It says she was getting ready to jump 

 

         4     on some man, but it wasn't Yut, I know that. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  It was not Yut? 

 

         6               MS. DUNLAP:  No.  They say: 

 

         7               "The man bought me Michael and Jerry a drink. 

 

         8     Sammy Mitchell asked him for a doggone drink.  The man told 

 

         9     him he ain't buying you a goddamn thing.  Well, yeah, he did 

 

        10     tell him, he said, That's all right.  I'll fix you.  Then 

 

        11     the man left.  We went out on the porch.  The man went down 

 

        12     -- went out the front door and Sammy and Darryl went out 

 

        13     right behind him."  Uh-hum.  "Me, Mike, and Jerry was going 

 

        14     to Red Mosley's house.  We was going down Claremont." 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you remember Red Mosley. 

 

        16               MS. DUNLAP:  "I saw three men jump" -- yeah, I 

 

        17     remember Red Moseley.  He's dead now. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did he ever -- he had a drink house, 

 

        19     too; is that right? 

 

        20               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-huh. 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did he ever do like a pawnshop out 

 

        22     of his house? 

 

        23               MS. DUNLAP:  Not that I -- not that I know of, 

 

        24     uh-uh.  I didn't go there that often.  And then -- okay. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  So as you read that statement now, 
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         1     is that accurate? 

 

         2               MS. DUNLAP:  Yeah.  I'm trying to figure this out 

 

         3     right here. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  What's that? 

 

         5               MS. DUNLAP:  I didn't write this statement. 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  Right.  I'm not sure who wrote it. 

 

         7     It may have been the detective, but -- 

 

         8               MS. DUNLAP:  I didn't write this statement. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  All right.  But you see your 

 

        10     signature on the bottom.  Did you sign it? 

 

        11               MS. DUNLAP:  I signed the of paper, but I didn't 

 

        12     read that. 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you remember reading that before 

 

        14     you signed it? 

 

        15               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-uh.  'Cause see everything they 

 

        16     said they got from us, they recorded it. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  Uh-huh.  Is that statement accurate? 

 

        18     Is it true? 

 

        19               MS. DUNLAP:  Most of it is. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  What's not true in there? 

 

        21               MS. DUNLAP:  The -- that's right.  Me and -- me 

 

        22     and Jerry -- me and Michael and Jerry, we had been up at 

 

        23     Verde's.  So we walked down from Verde's out 18th Street and 

 

        24     came down Claremont. 

 

        25               We went in the back way, went in the back.  Now, 
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         1     when we left out that night, I went back out the back.  I 

 

         2     didn't go out the front.  I went out the back going around 

 

         3     the house.  And I was standing over there by the wall, but I 

 

         4     was getting sick on the stomach. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  Where was the wall? 

 

         6               MS. DUNLAP:  The wall was in the front. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  In front of the house? 

 

         8               MS. DUNLAP:  In front of the house. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        10               MS. DUNLAP:  I was getting sick on the stomach and 

 

        11     I started throwing up.  Then after I quit throwing up, I 

 

        12     came and looked up as I was trying to wipe my eyes, and 

 

        13     that's when I seen that down there.  And I went up the 

 

        14     steps.  When I went up the steps, Paul, another girl, her 

 

        15     name is Patricia, too -- Patrice, that's her name Patrice. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        17               MS. DUNLAP:  And let me see, Mattie Mae and -- it 

 

        18     was a bunch of them standing out there.  John junior, he was 

 

        19     on the porch, too. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  They were on the porch.  And this 

 

        21     was at the time that you saw what you saw? 

 

        22               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-huh.  'Cause when I went up the 

 

        23     steps, I said, Lord, y'all, they're killing that man down 

 

        24     there.  They're killing -- who is it?  I said, Darryl and 

 

        25     him and watcha call him.  That's when watcha call him said, 
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         1     Well, Darryl and them did go out the house behind Mr. Yut. 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  They told you that that night? 

 

         3               MS. DUNLAP:  That's what some of the people inside 

 

         4     said. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

         6               MS. DUNLAP:  They said that he did go -- 'cause I 

 

         7     got my drink and I went on out.  And we was standing out 

 

         8     there in the back talking, 'cause he had lights in the back. 

 

         9     We sat out there talking.  I said, Oh, Lord, I'm getting 

 

        10     sick and I can't go back in there, so I'm going around 

 

        11     towards the front right there by the wall -- 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  Right.  And you said -- 

 

        13               MS. DUNLAP:  -- and I threw up. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  You said you were out at the wall 

 

        15     throwing up. 

 

        16               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-huh. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  Is that because you had too much to 

 

        18     drink? 

 

        19               MS. DUNLAP:  Got it, the liquor had -- you know 

 

        20     when you drink liquor out of those dirty cup -- 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        22               MS. DUNLAP:  It might not be dirty, but it ain't 

 

        23     cleaned good enough and has that grease on top. 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        25               MS. DUNLAP:  It will make you sick. 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  Were you sick because you were 

 

         2     drunk -- 

 

         3               MS. DUNLAP:  No, I was sick -- 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- or because of the dirty cup? 

 

         5               MS. DUNLAP:  -- because the drink. 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

         7               MS. DUNLAP:  I hadn't had nothing that night but 

 

         8     some beer. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        10               MS. BRIDENSTINE:  How much beer? 

 

        11               MS. DUNLAP:  All the club had was beer.  I was at 

 

        12     the club when I had my beer. 

 

        13               MS. BRIDENSTINE:  When you had the beer? 

 

        14               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-huh. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  Is that Verde's -- 

 

        16               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-huh. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- when you say the club?  Okay. 

 

        18               We're -- we're winding down getting towards the 

 

        19     end here.  I appreciate your time, ma'am. 

 

        20               You had mentioned the ambulance coming out there. 

 

        21               MS. DUNLAP:  Yeah. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you know how long the ambulance 

 

        23     was out there or how long police were out there? 

 

        24               MS. DUNLAP:  After I walked down there -- after I 

 

        25     walked -- that's when I went down there to see.  I went down 
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         1     there.  And then when I seen the paramedic, before I could 

 

         2     get there good and I seen the paramedic pull the sheet up 

 

         3     over his head, that's when I knew he was dead. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you see anybody from Ezelle's 

 

         5     house talking to the paramedics or the police down there? 

 

         6               MS. DUNLAP:  There was a bunch of them down there. 

 

         7     But whoever was talking to the police or the paramedics, I 

 

         8     don't know. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  And you mentioned the -- 

 

        10               MS. DUNLAP:  Because I left. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  You mentioned John Junior earlier. 

 

        12               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-huh. 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you remember seeing him leave at 

 

        14     all that night? 

 

        15               MS. DUNLAP:  No. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you know if he left with Barbara 

 

        17     at any time? 

 

        18               MS. DUNLAP:  Well, him and Barbara stayed 

 

        19     together, so they probably did. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  Right.  Did -- did they leave 

 

        21     together that night? 

 

        22               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-huh. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you -- do you remember that? 

 

        24               MS. DUNLAP:  I think they left together.  They go 

 

        25     everywhere together, so I imagine they did leave together. 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  Was that before or after Mr. Wilson 

 

         2     got killed? 

 

         3               MS. DUNLAP:  Probably after he got killed. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Now, you say "probably."  Do 

 

         5     you remember that or are you just thinking? 

 

         6               MS. DUNLAP:  I'm thinking because I left. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  So you're not -- 

 

         8               MS. DUNLAP:  What they done -- 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- you're not sure? 

 

        10               MS. DUNLAP:  -- what they done after I left, I 

 

        11     don't know. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  They were still there when 

 

        13     you left? 

 

        14               MS. DUNLAP:  Yeah.  They was there when I left. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Okay.  Why didn't you ever 

 

        16     talk to police for those three years? 

 

        17               MS. DUNLAP:  'Cause I didn't want to get involved 

 

        18     with that.  I didn't want to get involved with none of it. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  Were you certain about what you saw? 

 

        20               MS. DUNLAP:  I was certain about what I saw. 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  And -- 

 

        22               MS. DUNLAP:  But I just didn't want to get 

 

        23     involved in it.  I didn't even -- I could have went -- I 

 

        24     could have went and talked to my mom and them and told them 

 

        25     what was going on.  And most likely she would have made me 
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         1     come forward.  I kept it to myself.  I didn't want to be 

 

         2     bothered with it -- 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did. 

 

         4               MS. DUNLAP:  -- no courts. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

         6               MS. DUNLAP:  In and out of courts.  Didn't say 

 

         7     anything to you.  That was -- I ain't never been in nothing 

 

         8     like that in a day in my life.  And I prayed that I'd never 

 

         9     ever have to go through that no more. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  Why is that?  It sounds like you had 

 

        11     a hard experience. 

 

        12               MS. DUNLAP:  It was. 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  What made it so hard? 

 

        14               MS. DUNLAP:  I mean the way the people look at you 

 

        15     in the courtroom, the way the -- watcha want to call it, the 

 

        16     prosecutor talk about you.  I mean it was just -- the whole 

 

        17     case was -- and I didn't like it.  And I said that I went 

 

        18     through this one.  I made a promise to my Lord that I'd 

 

        19     never go through it again. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you -- did you feel like Sammy 

 

        21     Mitchell was guilty? 

 

        22               MS. DUNLAP:  I knew he was. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you feel like Darryl Hunt was 

 

        24     guilty? 

 

        25               MS. DUNLAP:  I didn't see Darryl hit that man. 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Did you feel like Merritt 

 

         2     Drayton was guilty? 

 

         3               MS. DUNLAP:  Yeah.  I feel like Merritt Drayton 

 

         4     was guilty of what he done. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  And when you say "what he done," 

 

         6     what are you talking about there? 

 

         7               MS. DUNLAP:  Well, I heard -- this is hearsay. 

 

         8     Mary was going with a guy named Willie Little.  She was 

 

         9     taking care of him.  He had had a stroke.  From my 

 

        10     knowledge, that Drayton took and threw Mary over the balcony 

 

        11     right there on -- 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  So when -- when you say you feel 

 

        13     like Merritt Drayton is guilty, are you talking about the 

 

        14     death of Mary Smith? 

 

        15               MS. DUNLAP:  The death of Mary Smith. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Do you feel like Merritt 

 

        17     Drayton is guilty in the death of Arthur Wilson? 

 

        18               MS. DUNLAP:  I didn't see him in there. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Did you see -- okay. 

 

        20               Did you see him at the drink house that night? 

 

        21               MS. DUNLAP:  I can't say that I did because I 

 

        22     wasn't at the drink house that long. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Is that just the matter, you 

 

        24     just don't remember it right now? 

 

        25               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-uh.  I don't remember -- 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

         2               MS. DUNLAP:  -- seeing them. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Would you have told the -- 

 

         4               MS. DUNLAP:  Because the whole -- 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- truth about that? 

 

         6               MS. DUNLAP:  'Cause the whole house was full of 

 

         7     people. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  Would you have told the truth about 

 

         9     that back when you were interviewed? 

 

        10               MS. DUNLAP:  If I seen him, yeah. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        12               MS. DUNLAP:  I would have told them if he did 

 

        13     that.  They didn't ask no questions about that. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Did you know a person named 

 

        15     Richie Davis? 

 

        16               MS. DUNLAP:  Richie Davis. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  He might have been a little bit 

 

        18     younger. 

 

        19               MS. DUNLAP:  I can't remember. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you know a person named Richard 

 

        21     Wright?  He was younger. 

 

        22               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-uh. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you know a person named Chucky 

 

        24     Simmons? 

 

        25               MS. DUNLAP:  I don't know the names.  I might know 
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         1     them if I see their face, but other than that. 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you know a person named Wade 

 

         3     Brady? 

 

         4               MS. DUNLAP:  Wade Brady.  I know a lot of people 

 

         5     by face.  The names -- 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  I -- I -- 

 

         7               MS. DUNLAP:  -- I'm not too good with. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- I understand. 

 

         9               Can you think of a reason why there would be 

 

        10     people who said they saw the crime and said it was not Sammy 

 

        11     and Darryl and Drayton? 

 

        12               MS. DUNLAP:  No, I don't think so.  Not unless 

 

        13     they was there. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  Well -- 

 

        15               MS. DUNLAP:  And I know I was there.  I seen it. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  Well, do you -- I mean these are 

 

        17     people who say they saw it.  I -- but can you think -- 

 

        18               MS. DUNLAP:  They weren't out there with me. 

 

        19     Where was they at? 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  I can't tell you.  I wasn't there. 

 

        21     Did you see anyone else out there, whether it was Mattie Mae 

 

        22     or Barbara or anyone that could have seen it? 

 

        23               MS. DUNLAP:  Everybody that was -- everybody that 

 

        24     was outside towards the front that night.  They was up on 

 

        25     the porch. 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  Does that include Mattie Mae? 

 

         2               MS. DUNLAP:  Mattie Mae, Barb.  All of them.  They 

 

         3     was up on the porch.  Everybody had cups in their hand.  It 

 

         4     was too crowded in the house, so they came out on the front. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

         6               MS. DUNLAP:  And then they had a bunch of them 

 

         7     standing in the back. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  And when we talk about Barbara -- I 

 

         9     know I've mentioned the name Barbara Bason.  Is that who 

 

        10     you're talking about? 

 

        11               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-huh. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  Is she the same person as Barbara 

 

        13     Sinclair? 

 

        14               MS. DUNLAP:  No. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  Barbara Sinclair is a different 

 

        16     person? 

 

        17               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-huh. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you know her? 

 

        19               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-huh. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you know if she's still alive? 

 

        21               MS. DUNLAP:  I don't know. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you remember if she was at the 

 

        23     drink house that night? 

 

        24               MS. DUNLAP:  I don't remember seeing her. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 
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         1               MS. DUNLAP:  Like I said, I wasn't at that thing 

 

         2     long.  Usually I go and get what I want and go on about my 

 

         3     business. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  And there used to be someone -- I 

 

         5     understand there was someone they used to call Big Titty 

 

         6     Barb. 

 

         7               MS. DUNLAP:  That's Barbara Bason. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  That's Barbara Bason.  That was my 

 

         9     question.  Okay. 

 

        10               MS. DUNLAP:  Yep.  That's Barb. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  And, Ms. Dunlap, do you 

 

        12     remember when you talked to police that they showed you 

 

        13     lineups of people, there was a photo lineup? 

 

        14               MS. DUNLAP:  No.  They ain't show me no lineup. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  You don't remember them asking you 

 

        16     to pick out photos in a lineup? 

 

        17               MS. DUNLAP:  No. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  But -- I think you already 

 

        19     answered this question.  At the time when you talked to 

 

        20     police, did you know who Sammy Mitchell was? 

 

        21               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-huh. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  So you could pick out a picture of 

 

        23     Sammy Mitchell no problem? 

 

        24               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-huh.  I can do that without no 

 

        25     problem. 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you know who Darryl Hunt was? 

 

         2               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-huh. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  And you could pick him out with no 

 

         4     problem, too? 

 

         5               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-huh. 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Okay, ma'am.  I'm not going 

 

         7     to take up any more of your time today.  I would just ask is 

 

         8     there a phone number where you can be reached in case we 

 

         9     need to follow up? 

 

        10               MS. DUNLAP:  (336) 624 -- 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  624. 

 

        12               MS. DUNLAP:  -- 5291. 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  Here is the subpoena for our 

 

        14     hearing.  So the -- this is what our process is.  We -- like 

 

        15     I said when we started, we are from the North Carolina 

 

        16     Innocence Inquiry Commission.  We do not represent 

 

        17     Mr. Drayton.  He has applied to our agency saying that he 

 

        18     did not do this murder of Arthur Wilson.  And we are 

 

        19     investigating that, but we do not represent him.  We do not 

 

        20     represent the prosecutor or the State.  We are completely 

 

        21     neutral, only investigating for the truth. 

 

        22               So this case is set for a hearing which happens in 

 

        23     Raleigh.  It's in front of eight commissioners.  There's -- 

 

        24               MS. DUNLAP:  Well, y'all going to have a problem 

 

        25     'cause I don't have no transportation. 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Well, I -- I'm going to get 

 

         2     to that.  We'll -- we'll definitely work with you on that. 

 

         3     So it's in front of eight commissioners:  There's a judge, 

 

         4     there's a prosecutor, there's a defense attorney.  There's 

 

         5     all these people from the criminal justice system.  Our boss 

 

         6     presents the case, what is favorable to Mr. Drayton, what is 

 

         7     not favorable, everything.  And those commissioners then 

 

         8     vote on whether they think there's enough evidence for this 

 

         9     to go up and have some judges take a look at it afterwards. 

 

        10               That hearing that I was mentioning in Raleigh is 

 

        11     scheduled for June 4th through June 7th.  And that is what 

 

        12     this subpoena is for and it's for those four days.  You are 

 

        13     not going to be needed for four days.  So sometime between 

 

        14     now and then, we'll contact you and we'll narrow that down. 

 

        15     And we can get you a ride.  I don't know, it probably 

 

        16     wouldn't be one of us, but someone from our office can give 

 

        17     you a ride. 

 

        18               It's possible that our boss, who, like I said, 

 

        19     presents the case, she may decide that she does not want to 

 

        20     call you as a witness.  In that case, we can get in touch 

 

        21     and say you are released from that subpoena, don't worry 

 

        22     about it.  That's not my decision.  So -- so I don't know 

 

        23     how she's going to come down on that.  But we will 

 

        24     definitely be in touch between now and then and we can -- 

 

        25     you know, we can work out transportation for you.  We -- we 
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         1     don't want it to -- I know it's a little bit of a difficult 

 

         2     thing.  We want to make it as easy for you as possible. 

 

         3               What was the address?  What's the address here, 

 

         4     ma'am? 

 

         5               MS. DUNLAP:  1433 -- 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  1433 -- 

 

         7               MS. DUNLAP:  Apartment P -- 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  And what -- 

 

         9               MS. DUNLAP:  Hutton Street. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  Hutton Street.  That's right.  So 

 

        11     this is the -- this is the subpoena that Julie had already 

 

        12     given to you.  We'll be -- we'll call you at this number to 

 

        13     let you know a little bit more about that as the time comes. 

 

        14               MS. DUNLAP:  All right. 

 

        15               MS. BRIDENSTINE:  If your phone number changes for 

 

        16     any reason between now and then, just call the number for us 

 

        17     and let us -- let us know. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  And you've got my business card, 

 

        19     too. 

 

        20               MS. BRIDENSTINE:  Our number should be -- right 

 

        21     here.  This is our number.  That's our main line.  So if you 

 

        22     call that, someone will be able to help you. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  You've also got my business card.  I 

 

        24     would ask that if you remember anything else, just because 

 

        25     it's been a long time, if your mind starts working about 
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         1     this and you remember anything else, you just call and let 

 

         2     me know. 

 

         3               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-huh. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  All right.  Thank you, ma'am.  I 

 

         5     know -- I know this is not easy for any of you, but we 

 

         6     appreciate it.  Thank you so much. 

 

         7               MS. DUNLAP:  Uh-huh. 

 

         8               MS. BRIDENSTINE:  Thank you. 

 

         9               (End of the recording.) 
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                                CERTIFICATION OF TRANSCRIPT 

 

 

 

                    This is to certify that the 45 pages of this transcript 

 

               of the recorded interview of Patricia Dunlap was taken on 

 

               April 22, 2019, is a true and accurate transcript to the 

 

               best of my ability. 

 

                    I further certify that I am not counsel for nor related 

 

               to any party or attorney, nor am I interested in the results 

 

               of this action. 

 

                    This the 1st day of May 2019. 

 

 

 

 

         
                                             ________________________ 

                                             DONNA ROWE 
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BARBARA JEAN BASON 
 

 

CRIMINAL RECORD 

Conviction  Jurisdiction DOO Date of Conviction 

RESIST/OBSTRUCT 

PUBLIC OFFICER (M) 

FORSYTH 2/16/1986 3/14/1986 

FIRST DEGREE 

CRIMINAL TRESPASS 

ENTER/REMAIN (M) 

FORSYTH 10/5/1989 10/16/1989 
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JOHN HENRY CLOWERS JR. 
 

 

CRIMINAL RECORD 

Conviction  Jurisdiction DOO Date of Conviction 

MISDEMEANOR 

LARCENY (M) 

FORSYTH 9/29/1984 10/3/1984 

SHOPLIFTING 

CONCEALMENT GOODS 

(M)  

FORSYTH 9/29/1984 10/3/1984 

RESIST/OBSTRUCT 

PUBLIC OFFICER (M) 

FORSYTH 2/16/1986 3/14/1986 

ASSAULT AND 

BATTERY (M) 

FORSYTH 2/13/1987 3/3/1987 

ASSAULT INFLICT 

SERIOUS INJURY (M) 

FORSYTH 3/21/1989 7/17/1989 

URINATE IN PUBLIC (M) FORSYTH 11/24/1991 12/12/1991 

CARRYING 

CONCEALED WEAPON 

(M) 

FORSYTH 11/24/1991 12/12/1991 

POSSESS/CONSUME 

BEER/WINE 

UNAUTHORIZED 

PREMISES (M) 

FORSYTH 1/25/1992 2/7/1992 

ASSAULT ON A FEMALE 

(M) 

FORSYTH 2/20/1998 5/8/1998 

ASSAULT ON A FEMALE 

(M) 

FORSYTH 4/10/1999 5/4/1999 

INTOXICATED AND 

DISRUPTIVE (M) 

FORSYTH 3/27/2004 7/16/2004 

 

 



 

Handout 54 



ARNORA/ELNORA HARRIS 
 

 

CRIMINAL RECORD 

Conviction  Jurisdiction DOO Date of Conviction 

LARCENY OVER $200 

(M) 

GUILFORD 

 

UNKNOWN 7/20/1973 
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MARY BYRD CARROLL 
 

 

CRIMINAL RECORD 

Conviction  Jurisdiction DOO Date of Conviction 

ASSAULT WITH 

DEADLY WEAPON (M) 

FORSYTH 11/22/1985 2/18/1986 

POSSESS DRUG 

PARAPHERNALIA (M) 

FORSYTH 10/15/2006 9/14/2007 

POSSESS DRUG 

PARAPHERNALIA (M) 

FORSYTH 1/30/2009 7/17/2009 
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ROBERT BERNARD FLOWERS 
 
 

CRIMINAL RECORD 
Conviction  Jurisdiction DOO Date of Conviction 

POSSESS MARIJUANA (M) FORSYTH 10/13/1983 11/3/1983 

LARCENY BY EMPLOYEE 
(F) 

FORSYTH 10/13/1983 11/3/1983 

FINANCIAL CARD FRAUD 
(M) 

FORSYTH 10/22/1983 1/6/1984 

FINANCIAL CARD FRAUD 
(M) 

FORSYTH 10/23/1983 1/5/1984 

INTOXICATED AND 
DISRUPTIVE (M) 

FORSYTH 4/19/1986 4/23/1986 

ASSAULT ON A FEMALE (M) FORSYTH 7/29/1987 8/10/1987 

POSSESS DRUG 
PARAPHERNALIA (M) 

FORSYTH 2/22/1989 3/10/1989 

SIMPLE POSSESS COCAINE 
(M) 

FORSYTH 2/22/1989 3/10/1989 

POSSESS DRUG 
PARAPHERNALIA (M) 

FORSYTH 5/18/1990 7/18/1990 

POSSESS MARIJUANA UP 
TO ½ OUNCE (M) 

FORSYTH 5/18/1990 7/18/1990 

POSSESS TOXIC VAPORS 
SUBSTANCE (M) 

FORSYTH 1/31/1991 2/22/1991 

POSSESS MARIJUANA UP 
TO ½ OUNCE (M) 

FORSYTH 1/31/1991 2/22/1991 

POSSESS DRUG 
PARAPHERNALIA (M) 

FORSYTH 1/31/1991 2/22/1991 

MAINTAIN 
VEHICLE/DWELLING/PLACE 
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE 

(M) 

FORSYTH 1/31/1991 2/22/1991 



INTOXICATED AND 
DISRUPTIVE (M) 

FORSYTH 9/22/1992 10/23/1992 

POSSESS BEER/WINE 
PUBLIC STREET (M) 

FORSYTH 9/20/1995 11/13/1995 

ASSAULT WITH DEADLY 
WEAPON (M) 

FORSYTH 4/10/1997 5/9/1997 

ASSAULT ON A FEMALE (M) FORSYTH 11/16/1997 12/12/1997 

ASSAULT ON A FEMALE (M) FORSYTH 11/16/1997 12/12/1997 

ASSAULT ON A FEMALE (M) FORSYTH 10/5/1999 10/15/1999 
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CAROL ANN WILSON 
 

 

CRIMINAL RECORD 

Conviction  Jurisdiction DOO Date of Conviction 

CONCEALMENT OF 

MERCHANDISE (M) 

FORSYTH UNKNOWN 7/10/1978 

SOLICIT FOR 

PROSTITUTION (M) 

FORSYTH 7/14/1984 8/14/1984 

POSSESS MARIJUANA UP 

TO ½ OUNCE (M) 

FORSYTH 7/14/1984 8/14/1984 

SHOPLIFTING 

CONCEALMENT GOODS (M) 

FORSYTH 7/16/1984 8/14/1984 

SOLICIT FOR 

PROSTITUTION (M) 

FORSYTH 7/26/1984 10/2/1984 

MAINTAIN PLACE FOR 

PROSTITUTION (M) 

FORSYTH 8/24/1985 9/18/1985 

SOLICIT FOR 

PROSTITUTION (M) 

FORSYTH 9/20/1985 11/6/1985 

POSSESS MARIJUANA UP 

TO ½ OUNCE (M) 

FORSYTH 9/20/1985 10/22/1985 

POSSESS MARIJUANA UP 

TO ½ OUNCE (M) 

FORSYTH 2/6/1998 4/24/1998 

SECOND DEGREE TRESPASS 

(M) 

FORSYTH 10/5/2000 12/8/2000 

POSSESS DRUG 

PARAPHERNALIA (M) 

FORSYTH 1/30/2004 3/4/2004 

MAINTAIN 

VEHICLE/DWELLING/PLACE 

CONTROLLED 

SUBSTANCES (M) 

FORSYTH 1/30/2004 3/4/2004 
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MARY EMMA COBLE 
 

 

CRIMINAL RECORD 

Conviction  Jurisdiction DOO Date of Conviction 

UTTERING FORGED 

CHECK (F) 

FORSYTH 11/18/1980 2/9/1981 

CRUELTY TO ANIMALS 

(M) 

FORSYTH 5/23/2001 9/4/2002 
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JAMES ROBERT FORD 
 

 

CRIMINAL RECORD 

Conviction  Jurisdiction DOO Date of Conviction 

ARMED ROBBERY (F) SOUTH 

CAROLINA 

UNKNOWN 5/7/1971 

LARCENY (M) FORSYTH UNKNOWN 12/18/1980 

LARCENY (M) FORSYTH UNKNOWN 12/18/1980 

BREAKING AND 

ENTERING (F) 

FORSYTH 8/26/1983 1/4/1984 

BREAKING/ENTERING 

AND LARCENCY (F) 

FORSYTH 10/28/1983 1/5/1984 

INJURY TO REAL 

PROPERTY (M) 

FORSYTH 11/9/1988 12/13/1988 

INTOXICATED AND 

DISRUPTIVE (M) 

FORSYTH 12/8/1988 12/15/1988 

DISORDERLY 

CONDUCT (SUMMARY) 

PENNSYLVANIA UNKNOWN 10/24/1990 

POSSESS WITH INTENT 

TO DISTRIBUTE 

COCAINE BASE (F) 

FEDERAL UNKNOWN 5/24/1991 

CONSPIRACY TO 

DISTRIBUTE 

NARCOTICS (F) 

FEDERAL UNKNOWN 5/24/1991 
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         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  There's a man named Merritt Williams 

 

        10     Drayton who has applied to our agency.  Do you know who that 

 

        11     is? 

 

        12               MR. FORD:  No, I don't know that name. 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  He was convicted of the 

 

        14     murder of Arthur Wilson back in 1983.  Does that sound 

 

        15     familiar to you? 

 

        16               MR. FORD:  Arthur Wilson, yeah, that name sounds 

 

        17     familiar. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Do you remember anything 

 

        19     other than just that name sounding familiar? 

 

        20               MR. FORD:  No.  Was he associated with Darryl -- 

 

        21     Darryl Hunt? 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  He was.  Darryl Hunt and Sammy 

 

        23     Mitchell were co-defendants -- 

 

        24               MR. FORD:  Right. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- in that case. 
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         1               MR. FORD:  Right. 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  What do you remember about that? 

 

         3               MR. FORD:  I can't remember anything about that. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

         5               MR. FORD:  I mean I remember the case of Darryl 

 

         6     Hunt and -- and -- and Sammy Mitchell.  I remember that 

 

         7     case.  I -- I felt like they was being falsely accused of -- 

 

         8     is that the man that they was accused of killing? 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  Correct.  This is -- it's different 

 

        10     from the Deborah Sykes case. 

 

        11               MR. FORD:  Right. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  Right. 

 

        13               MR. FORD:  Right.  Right.  Now -- now I know.  Now 

 

        14     I know, yeah.  I'm familiar with that. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Okay.  What -- what do you 

 

        16     remember about that? 

 

        17               MR. FORD:  All I can tell you is what I -- I saw 

 

        18     that night that particular night.  And there was two -- 

 

        19     there was two people that were not Sammy Mitchell and Darryl 

 

        20     Hunt that I actually saw.  I saw the men. 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        22               MR. FORD:  Yeah.  Who was -- was somebody 

 

        23     convicted of that -- that crime? 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  Yes, sir.  Sammy Mitchell was 

 

        25     convicted.  He is deceased now. 
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         1               MR. FORD:  Right. 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  And Merritt Williams Drayton was 

 

         3     convicted.  He's still in prison. 

 

         4               MR. FORD:  Okay. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  So he -- he -- 

 

         6               MR. FORD:  So Darryl Hunt was -- Darryl Hunt 

 

         7     wasn't convicted? 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  Darryl Hunt was convicted at his 

 

         9     first trial.  He got a new trial on appeal and he was not 

 

        10     convicted at his -- 

 

        11               MR. FORD:  Right. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- at his second trial. 

 

        13               Did you -- 

 

        14               MR. FORD:  Okay. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- did you ever testify in court do 

 

        16     you remember? 

 

        17               MR. FORD:  I testified -- let me see.  Yeah, I 

 

        18     did.  I did. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Do you remember how many 

 

        20     times? 

 

        21               MR. FORD:  Just one, one trial. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  And do you remember how you 

 

        23     came forward to say that you had information about that 

 

        24     case? 

 

        25               MR. FORD:  I was in prison and I told my lawyer 
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         1     about it.  And I was telling my lawyer, I said, Those guys 

 

         2     did not kill that man.  I -- I recognized two other people 

 

         3     that looked similar to Darryl Hunt and Sammy Mitchell. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Do you remember where you 

 

         5     were coming from or where you were going when you saw -- 

 

         6               MR. FORD:  Oh, yeah.  I was -- you know, I made 

 

         7     this public.  I was -- I was coming from -- I was coming 

 

         8     from home and I was going to -- to a -- a friend's house. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  And after you saw what happened, did 

 

        10     you go to that friend's house? 

 

        11               MR. FORD:  Yeah, I continued. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do -- what was that person's name? 

 

        13               MR. FORD:  The person's -- I don't want to bring 

 

        14     it back up.  I don't -- that's one of the things I kinda 

 

        15     regret was getting the guy and bringing his name up.  I 

 

        16     don't want to bring his name back up. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  I -- I mean I'll tell you it's 

 

        18     probably a name we already have. 

 

        19               MR. FORD:  Yeah.  It's already on record. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  Is it Al Barnhill? 

 

        21               MR. FORD:  Yeah, Al Barnhill. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  How long -- when you -- I 

 

        23     know it's been a long time, so if you don't remember, just 

 

        24     tell me you don't remember.  I'm not asking you to, you 

 

        25     know, say things if you don't really remember it.  But can 
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         1     you tell me exactly what you saw as best as you can 

 

         2     remember? 

 

         3               MR. FORD:  Yeah.  I went out on my way to 

 

         4     Barnhill's house, you know.  I saw two guys like in the 

 

         5     shadows of, you know, a store.  There was a store right in 

 

         6     that area.  And it was like back in the darkness of -- you 

 

         7     know, in the store. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

         9               MR. FORD:  And I just looked and I saw them, so I 

 

        10     kept on walking.  And (inaudible) and I was, you know, going 

 

        11     to the dealer.  And on my way back, I saw -- I saw those two 

 

        12     guys was following me.  I saw the men.  Yeah.  You know, 

 

        13     there's a big -- a big rock, a big brick, you know. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  And when you say it was big, 

 

        15     was that -- would it take two hands to lift it up or one 

 

        16     hand? 

 

        17               MR. FORD:  Only one hand if you're strong enough. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        19               MR. FORD:  And it was right there beside the man. 

 

        20     It was right there beside the man.  When I saw what 

 

        21     happened, you know.  I didn't know if he was dead or not. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  Were the two -- 

 

        23               MR. FORD:  It was a blue car.  It was a blue car. 

 

        24     Somebody came up in a blue car. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you see the blue car? 
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         1               MR. FORD:  Yeah.  I saw the blue car. 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  So there was a statement that 

 

         3     you -- that you wrote.  I have a copy of the statement that 

 

         4     you wrote when you talked to an investigator. 

 

         5               MR. FORD:  Oh, yeah.  After I was in South 

 

         6     Carolina. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  Right.  And at that point, you said 

 

         8     that someone told you there was a blue car, but you did not 

 

         9     see it. 

 

        10               MR. FORD:  I saw the blue car.  Nobody told me.  I 

 

        11     saw the car. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  And what did you see the guys 

 

        13     do? 

 

        14               MR. FORD:  Well, I -- well, what -- what caught my 

 

        15     eye was that the man was falling down and the guys were 

 

        16     standing over the top of him.  Yeah, that's what I saw. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you see anyone hit him? 

 

        18               MR. FORD:  I can't tell you that I really saw 

 

        19     somebody hit him, but I know that (inaudible) -- 

 

        20               MS. MATOIAN:  I'm going to run to the car real 

 

        21     quick. 

 

        22               MR. FORD:  Is that in the records that I saw them 

 

        23     hit him? 

 

        24               MS. MATOIAN:  I'll be right back.  I've got to get 

 

        25     something. 
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         1               MR. FORD:  It's been a while. 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  Right.  I understand it's been a 

 

         3     long time. 

 

         4               MR. FORD:  '80-, '80- what, '80-? 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  Your statement says, "One of the men 

 

         6     used a brick to hit a man in the head." 

 

         7               MR. FORD:  Yeah. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  So I'm just going to -- I'm going to 

 

         9     mark this with a 22. 

 

        10                     (Exhibit Number 22 was introduced.) 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  But this is your statement that you 

 

        12     wrote -- I'm not sure if you wrote it or if someone else 

 

        13     wrote that for you. 

 

        14               MR. FORD:  That's -- yeah, that's what -- I didn't 

 

        15     write it. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Does that look familiar to 

 

        17     you at all? 

 

        18               MR. FORD:  I think one of the policemen wrote 

 

        19     that. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  So this was a private 

 

        21     investigator that was working for Darryl Hunt's attorney. 

 

        22     Do you remember talking to him? 

 

        23               MR. FORD:  Oh, he wrote that? 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  Yeah. 

 

        25               MR. FORD:  Oh, okay.  Okay. 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  And then is that your 

 

         2     signature? 

 

         3               MR. FORD:  Yeah.  That's my signature. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Okay.  And as far as I know, 

 

         5     this is your first official statement about this. 

 

         6               MR. FORD:  Right.  Right. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you -- what made you decide to 

 

         8     tell your lawyer that you -- 

 

         9               MR. FORD:  Well, you know, I was feeling like 

 

        10     somebody is going to go to jail for something that they did 

 

        11     not do.  And I feel like -- you know, when it came out on 

 

        12     the news that Sammy Mitchell -- I know Sammy Mitchell.  We 

 

        13     was in school together.  And Darryl Hunt, but, you know, 

 

        14     he's much younger.  Well, he's like a follower, Darryl -- 

 

        15     Sammy Mitchell. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        17               MR. FORD:  Yeah. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you -- before you told your 

 

        19     lawyer that had you ever told anyone else? 

 

        20               MR. FORD:  Nope. 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you ever talk to a police 

 

        22     officer about that? 

 

        23               MR. FORD:  I can't remember.  I know when I was in 

 

        24     South Carolina I talked to officers. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  So in this -- this statement 
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         1     that was written and you signed that had marked 22, it says 

 

         2     that -- I'm just going to read for you from this last 

 

         3     paragraph from your statement.  It starts on the bottom of 

 

         4     the second page, it says: 

 

         5               "I did not see a car at the scene that night. 

 

         6     However, it is possible a car could have been coming from 

 

         7     17th Street.  A few weeks after that, I spoke with a 

 

         8     detective from Winston-Salem Police Department.  I think his 

 

         9     name was Belton.  He's a black officer." 

 

        10               MR. FORD:  Uh-huh. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you remember that? 

 

        12               MR. FORD:  Yeah. 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  What do you remember about that? 

 

        14               MR. FORD:  I can't -- I can't remember.  He was 

 

        15     telling me, you know, if I -- we need to get these guys 

 

        16     whoever it was.  We need to get them off the street. 

 

        17               And -- and I looked at him, I said, Well, you 

 

        18     know, I'll cooperate with you.  And I told him, I need to do 

 

        19     what I need to do. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  So I'm just going to keep 

 

        21     reading from that where I left off. 

 

        22               "He told me a man had witnessed the three guys 

 

        23     running away and the man ran after them.  He said this guy 

 

        24     is driving a blue car" -- 

 

        25               MR. FORD:  Yeah.  Yeah. 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- "and his girlfriend was in the 

 

         2     car with him." 

 

         3               Do you remember that? 

 

         4               MR. FORD:  Yeah. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do -- do you remember Detective 

 

         6     Belton telling you about the car? 

 

         7               MR. FORD:  I -- I saw the car.  I remember the 

 

         8     car. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  You saw the car? 

 

        10               MR. FORD:  I didn't know the car was like 

 

        11     associated with what happened.  I thought -- I thought the 

 

        12     person in the blue car was coming to him. 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you ever see anybody in a car 

 

        14     follow the suspects? 

 

        15               MR. FORD:  I can't say.  I can't -- not right now 

 

        16     I can't recollect. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  And I understand.  It's been a long 

 

        18     time.  So if you don't remember, that's -- 

 

        19               MR. FORD:  Yeah. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- I -- I understand. 

 

        21               So what you remember today is that you saw how 

 

        22     many people? 

 

        23               MR. FORD:  Three people in total. 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  Three people in total. 

 

        25               MR. FORD:  The two guys that I identified as the 
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         1     one that assaulted the man and the guy in the blue car. 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  At the time when you gave 

 

         3     this statement -- and this is on the front page of what I 

 

         4     had marked 22 -- it says: 

 

         5               "I saw three men there.  I'm a witness to the 

 

         6     murder of Arthur Wilson.  On the night he was killed, I was 

 

         7     at the corner of 18th and Claremont." 

 

         8               MR. FORD:  Yeah. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  "I believe it was around 1:00 or 

 

        10     2:00 in the morning.  I saw three guys at this intersection; 

 

        11     one guy was standing next to the white store on the corner, 

 

        12     a truck was parked in front of the store, and the other two 

 

        13     guys were standing there." 

 

        14               Does that sound familiar today? 

 

        15               MR. FORD:  I'm not sure about the three guys. 

 

        16     I know about the two guys. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Do you remember ever looking 

 

        18     at photo lineups that the police showed you? 

 

        19               MR. FORD:  Uh-huh. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  And do you remember picking out 

 

        21     people? 

 

        22               MR. FORD:  Uh-huh. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  So there's a report that says 

 

        24     you had picked out three people.  Do you have any reason to 

 

        25     think that's wrong? 
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         1               MR. FORD:  I thought I picked out two. 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  Two? 

 

         3               MR. FORD:  Two people that I identified. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  And again, I understand it's 

 

         5     been a very long time. 

 

         6               MR. FORD:  Yeah. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you remember who those two people 

 

         8     are? 

 

         9               MR. FORD:  I could identify them if you -- in a 

 

        10     lineup.  I don't know their names. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  Have you seen them since then? 

 

        12               MR. FORD:  I saw one of them.  I think I saw one 

 

        13     of them.  I think I did. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  And did you ever talk about this? 

 

        15               MR. FORD:  No. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  No.  Okay. 
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                          . 

 

         3               MR. FORD:  I identified two people.  I didn't 

 

         4     identify three people.  I identified two people. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  Two people.  Okay.  And I think you 

 

         6     said this a few minutes ago, but do you remember seeing the 

 

         7     brink when you were there? 

 

         8               MR. FORD:  Oh, yeah.  It was right beside the man 

 

         9     by his head. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  Right beside the man. 

 

        11               MR. FORD:  Right beside him.  And the police had 

 

        12     took pictures over there. 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  Was it -- was the brick in the 

 

        14     street? 

 

        15               MR. FORD:  Yes.  It was in the street.  It was 

 

        16     right beside the man laying in the street. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Do you remember -- and again, 

 

        18     I understand it's been a long time.  If you don't remember, 

 

        19     that's okay.  Do you remember which side of him it was on or 

 

        20     whether it was close to his feet or his head? 

 

        21               MR. FORD:  I can't say. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        23               MR. FORD:  I can't say. 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  I understand.  I understand. 

 

        25               Did you see any other people out there that were 
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         1     walking or could have seen what happened? 

 

         2               MR. FORD:  No.  It was pretty late or early, 

 

         3     1 o'clock in the morning, 1 or 2 o'clock in the morning. 

 

         4     There wasn't a lot of people out. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you ever go to the drink house 

 

         6     over on Claremont, Ezelle's? 

 

         7               MR. FORD:  Who? 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  Ezelle Clowers. 

 

         9               MR. FORD:  No. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  He had a drink house up on 

 

        11     Claremont. 

 

        12               MR. FORD:  No, I never went there. 
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         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  I'm -- I'm going to read you 

 

         5     just a little bit out of this article. 

 

         6               MR. FORD:  Okay. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  And when it says "he," it's talking 

 

         8     about you. 

 

         9               MR. FORD:  All right. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  It says: 

 

        11               "At first he decided to keep what he knew to 

 

        12     himself, Ford said.  I was living up to a code that you 

 

        13     don't squeal on people.  That's the code in prisons and 

 

        14     that's the code in the community.  Then he said he told 

 

        15     police about what he had seen in 1983 in exchange for a 

 

        16     reduced bond on breaking and entering charge." 

 

        17               MR. FORD:  Uh-huh. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you remember that? 

 

        19               MR. FORD:  Yeah. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  "He said he gave them the 

 

        21     names of the men who had beaten Wilson."  And in this 

 

        22     article it's saying three men.  I know you remember two 

 

        23     right now. 

 

        24               MR. FORD:  Right. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  So did -- back at that time, did you 
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         1     know their names? 

 

         2               MR. FORD:  No. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  No. 

 

         4               MR. FORD:  No.  I didn't know their names. 

 

         5     That -- that article, you know, has anything sensational I 

 

         6     guess for readership.  But, no, I didn't -- I did not know 

 

         7     their names. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  So when you talked to 

 

         9     Detective Belton, do you think you would have been able to 

 

        10     give him names? 

 

        11               MR. FORD:  No.  The thing was, Tisdale.  Tisdale 

 

        12     was the prosecutor. 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  Right. 

 

        14               MR. FORD:  Tisdale -- the police contacted 

 

        15     Tisdale.  Tisdale told them to let me out for the purpose of 

 

        16     giving the names of the people then. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  So that was in 1983.  But 

 

        18     then they never arrested anybody, and this case was closed, 

 

        19     until later in 1986.  And that's when you would have heard 

 

        20     about it on the news? 

 

        21               MR. FORD:  Right. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you talk to anybody during those 

 

        23     years in between and tell them what you had seen? 

 

        24               MR. FORD:  Oh, now, you -- you bringing things 

 

        25     back to me now about doing that.  Okay.  The incident you're 
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         1     talking about in about '82, right? 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  Right. 

 

         3               MR. FORD:  Okay.  I went down to South Carolina. 

 

         4     I was reading the newspaper.  It was the "Charlotte 

 

         5     Observer".  At the time I worked there in charge, Darryl 

 

         6     Hunt and Sammy Mitchell worked there. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  Right.  So that -- when Darryl -- 

 

         8               MR. FORD:  That's when I -- that's when I 

 

         9     contacted -- I think I contacted Larry and told Larry, no, 

 

        10     they didn't do that. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  Right.  So that all happened in 

 

        12     1986? 

 

        13               MR. FORD:  Uh-huh. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  That's three years after -- 

 

        15               MR. FORD:  Three years after, right. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- it happened? 

 

        17               MR. FORD:  Right. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  Now, during those three years, did 

 

        19     you ever tell anybody? 

 

        20               MR. FORD:  No. 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  You just kept it to yourself -- 

 

        22               MR. FORD:  Yeah. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- until you saw -- 

 

        24               MR. FORD:  Yeah. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Do you know Patricia Baldwin? 
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         1               MR. FORD:  Yeah.  She's dead now.  She died.  What 

 

         2     -- what did she do now? 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you see her that night? 

 

         4               MR. FORD:  Oh, yeah.  I saw her that night. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  When did you see her that night? 

 

         6               MR. FORD:  Before I -- before I walked through to 

 

         7     Barnhill. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  You saw her before? 

 

         9               MR. FORD:  Uh-huh.  Before and after. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  And after.  Did you say anything to 

 

        11     her about what you had seen? 

 

        12               MR. FORD:  Yeah.  I think I -- I think I told her 

 

        13     -- I don't remember if I told -- I told Patricia.  I thought 

 

        14     that was somebody else. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        16               MR. FORD:  That I -- what I saw.  I don't recall 

 

        17     now.  It's crazy. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  Right.  What about Barron Baldwin? 

 

        19               MR. FORD:  Who? 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  Barron Baldwin. 

 

        21               MR. FORD:  He's dead. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you see him that night? 

 

        23               MR. FORD:  Uh-huh. 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  When did you see him? 

 

        25               MR. FORD:  Afterwards. 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  After.  And do you think you said 

 

         2     anything to him about it? 

 

         3               MR. FORD:  I could have.  It's possible. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you stay with Barron Baldwin at 

 

         5     Patricia's apartment that night? 

 

         6               MR. FORD:  No. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  No.  Can you think of a reason why 

 

         8     she would have said that you were there? 

 

         9               MR. FORD:  At her apartment? 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  Yes, sir. 

 

        11               MR. FORD:  I don't know.  Oh, did she say that? 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  She did.  And unfortunately, I do 

 

        13     not have that report with me.  But she told police that you 

 

        14     could not have seen the crime because you were at her 

 

        15     apartment. 

 

        16               MR. FORD:  Oh, no.  I ain't never -- no, no.  I 

 

        17     ain't never -- no -- go out with her like that. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  Can you think of a reason why she 

 

        19     would say that? 

 

        20               MR. FORD:  Nope.  I have no idea unless she was 

 

        21     like manipulated into saying it. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  Are you -- 

 

        23               MR. FORD:  What did she -- 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  Are you just guessing or do you have 

 

        25     a reason to believe she was manipulated? 
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         1               MR. FORD:  She was -- she was easily manipulated. 

 

         2     But it depends on who you talk -- who was she talking to? 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  She was talking to police. 

 

         4               MR. FORD:  No.  I -- no, I did not -- I did not 

 

         5     stay with her.  I never stayed with her.  I did not.  Now, 

 

         6     why did she say that?  Unless she had some charges downtown 

 

         7     and she was trying to get out of them. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you know a Melanie? 

 

         9               MR. FORD:  Who? 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  Melanie. 

 

        11               MR. FORD:  Oh, yes. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  What's her last name? 

 

        13               MR. FORD:  I think she is a Lewis. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  Melanie Lewis, right. 

 

        15               MR. FORD:  Yeah. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you see her that night? 

 

        17               MR. FORD:  Oh, yeah, definitely. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  When did you see her? 

 

        19               MR. FORD:  I saw her before and after I got back. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        21               MR. FORD:  What'd she testify to? 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did she say -- did you say anything 

 

        23     to her about what you saw? 

 

        24               MR. FORD:  I think I did. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 
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         1               MR. FORD:  Did she give a statement? 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  She did.  Can you think -- did you 

 

         3     see -- were you with her when you saw maybe ambulance or 

 

         4     police around -- 

 

         5               MR. FORD:  Uh-uh, I can't. 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  Well, actually before I ask that 

 

         7     question, let me back up.  Did you ever see an ambulance or 

 

         8     police around? 

 

         9               MR. FORD:  Now, actually -- well, you know, after 

 

        10     I left that particular street, I walked about three -- about 

 

        11     two block over, two or three blocks over and that was it.  I 

 

        12     didn't go back on -- I didn't go back to the scene after the 

 

        13     police arrived or an ambulance arrived. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  Can you think of the reason why 

 

        15     Melanie would say that you could not have seen the crime 

 

        16     because you were getting high with her? 

 

        17               MR. FORD:  Nope.  Unless she -- she misunderstood 

 

        18     the timing of it.  That -- you know, like I was saying in my 

 

        19     statement, I was going to get drugs.  She and I was going to 

 

        20     get -- yeah, that's the apartments there.  I went there, saw 

 

        21     what I saw.  I was on my way back, I saw what I saw.  That's 

 

        22     when we got high after all those events occurred. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  After you had seen it? 

 

        24               MR. FORD:  Yeah. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  And when you say you were 
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         1     going to get drugs, was that from -- whose house was that 

 

         2     from? 

 

         3               MR. FORD:  Barnhill.  I regret that. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  And where did you take the -- after 

 

         5     you got the drugs, where did you go back to? 

 

         6               MR. FORD:  To Melanie. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  And where did Melanie stay? 

 

         8               MR. FORD:  On 19th Street. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  19th Street.  Is she in the same 

 

        10     place where Patricia stayed? 

 

        11               MR. FORD:  No, no, no, no. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  Those are different places? 

 

        13               MR. FORD:  Different places, yeah. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you go to Patricia's? 

 

        15               MR. FORD:  No. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  Not that night? 

 

        17               MR. FORD:  No. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  Where -- where did you see Patricia? 

 

        19               MR. FORD:  She probably at Melanie's house. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Did Melanie have a drink 

 

        21     house? 

 

        22               MR. FORD:  Yes.  That was her drink house. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        24               MR. FORD:  That's where we used to -- it was like 

 

        25     a club house.  You know, that's where everybody used to be 
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         1     at. 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  Was there somebody else, another guy 

 

         3     that you got high with, another guy and Melanie? 

 

         4               MR. FORD:  It could have been -- I can't think of 

 

         5     anybody right now. 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did Al Barnhill ever go by any -- 

 

         7     any nicknames or anything? 

 

         8               MR. FORD:  No. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you know somebody named Leroy? 

 

        10               MR. FORD:  Who? 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  Leroy. 

 

        12               MR. FORD:  No. 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did Melanie ever send you to get -- 

 

        14     to get cocaine from Leroy's house? 

 

        15               MR. FORD:  No.  Leroy.  You said Leroy? 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  Leroy, yes, sir. 

 

        17               And can you think of a reason why Melanie would 

 

        18     say you could not have seen the crime because you were with 

 

        19     her? 

 

        20               MR. FORD:  I -- I can't understand why she would 

 

        21     say that. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        23               MR. FORD:  Unless they manipulated her to saying 

 

        24     that.  And at that time there was a lot of dirty stuff going 

 

        25     on down there at the prosecution office.  Mr. Tisdale's 
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         1     office there was a lot of stuff going on, a lot of screwed 

 

         2     up stuff was going on out of his office that I knew about. 

 

         3     He told me not to talk about it.  But -- 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  Is there anything -- 

 

         5               MR. FORD:  -- a lot of people that -- 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- any of that that was relating to 

 

         7     this case -- 

 

         8               MR. FORD:  No.  No. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- that you know of? 

 

        10               MR. FORD:  Just in general.  Just in general. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        12               MR. FORD:  Tisdale was not a very good prosecutor. 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        14               MR. FORD:  And he would manipulate people to 

 

        15     testify under -- under the threat of going to jail. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  Can you explain that a little bit 

 

        17     more?  You just said he would manipulate people into doing 

 

        18     stuff under the threat of going to jail.  Can you explain 

 

        19     that a little bit more to me? 

 

        20               MR. FORD:  Well, you know, if people like was 

 

        21     doing -- involved in drugs or illegal activities or -- and 

 

        22     your name came up, you know, like Melanie and Patricia, they 

 

        23     all people that was involved in drugs and doing things.  And 

 

        24     he probably -- it's possible that he had some dirt on them 

 

        25     and manipulated them into -- saying what they said.  I don't 
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         1     understand why they would say that. 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

         3               MR. FORD:  I really don't. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you know a man named Wilbert 

 

         5     Allen? 

 

         6               MR. FORD:  No, I can't think -- not by name. 

 

         7               MR. ZIEGLER:  Can you think of a reason why a man 

 

         8     named Wilbert Allen would say that you, Sammy Mitchell, 

 

         9     Merritt Drayton, and Darryl Hunt were all involved in this 

 

        10     crime? 

 

        11               MR. FORD:  No. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Were you involved? 

 

        13               MR. FORD:  No.  Oh, no.  I didn't kill nobody, 

 

        14     man, I didn't do that.  Went over the head.   
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        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  Can you think of -- did you know 

 

        24     that the police talked to Al Barnhill? 

 

        25               MR. FORD:  They probably did.  Because when I 
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         1     testified, they brought Al Barnhill and these two guys that 

 

         2     I identified in the lineup and they were in court on the 

 

         3     front row while I testified. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did they also testify? 

 

         5               MR. FORD:  I don't know.  I don't know. 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you know why they brought them 

 

         7     there? 

 

         8               MR. FORD:  Tisdale.  I think Tisdale brought them 

 

         9     there to intimidate me to make, you know, make me feel like 

 

        10     I shouldn't be doing what I was doing under the code, the 

 

        11     street code.  And that's the only reason I can -- I got 

 

        12     laughed at because anything (inaudible) because I knew what 

 

        13     he was.  He was on the front row and it's two guys that I 

 

        14     identified as being the people that were involved in the -- 

 

        15     in the -- in the murder.  And -- and I -- Tisdale must be 

 

        16     trying to intimidate me into not testifying, to change my 

 

        17     story up.  So I just hung touch and maintained my -- you 

 

        18     know, my truth, what I felt like was the truth. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        20               MR. FORD:  And I went on and testified.  It was 

 

        21     hard decision to do at that particular time where I felt 

 

        22     like, you know, somebody is getting ready to go to jail for 

 

        23     something they really didn't do. 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  At the time -- when you saw Al 

 

        25     Barnhill that night, did you buy cocaine from him? 
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         1               MR. FORD:  Yes, I did. 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  Were you high at the time you saw 

 

         3     him? 

 

         4               MR. FORD:  No, I wasn't. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  Can you think of a reason he would 

 

         6     say he thought you were high and you didn't see what 

 

         7     happened? 

 

         8               MR. FORD:  Oh, he's probably saying that.  I don't 

 

         9     know. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  Can you think of a reason why he 

 

        11     would say that? 

 

        12               MR. FORD:  I have no idea. 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Were you friends with him 

 

        14     back then? 

 

        15               MR. FORD:  Yeah.  We're still friends.  We're 

 

        16     friends right now. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        18               MR. FORD:  I mean it's -- I mean he -- he don't -- 

 

        19     he didn't like the fact that I did what I did -- 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  Right. 

 

        21               MR. FORD:  -- but he kind of understood. 

 

        22     Eventually I hated I did that because I involved him, and 

 

        23     particularly what they were doing, you know. 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  Right. 

 

        25               MR. FORD:  But we're still friends right now. 
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         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  This is another police report and it 

 

        10     -- it's several pages long, but -- and it -- it starts on 

 

        11     page -- on Bates stamped page 91 on the bottom.  But I'm 

 

        12     going to turn to page 94 because that's where it talks about 

 

        13     the polygraph. 

 

        14               MR. FORD:  Yeah. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  And it says: 

 

        16               "Special Agent Mitchell" -- who I believe to be 

 

        17     the South Carolina officer you're talking about. 

 

        18               MR. FORD:  Yeah.  State, work for the State. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  It says: 

 

        20               "Special Agent Mitchell advised both the writer 

 

        21     and Detective Weavil and Lieutenant Simms that Ford was in 

 

        22     fact lying in regards to the facts in regards to the Arthur 

 

        23     Wilson murder case." 

 

        24               That's after the polygraph. 

 

        25               MR. FORD:  Uh-huh. 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  Is that what they also -- they told 

 

         2     you? 

 

         3               MR. FORD:  Yeah.  They told me I was lying. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

         5               MR. FORD:  He told me -- he got all up in my face, 

 

         6     "You're lying."  That's what I mean by he was cooperating 

 

         7     with the police of North Carolina, Winston-Salem. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  So -- 

 

         9               MR. FORD:  He was -- he was aggressive about it. 

 

        10     I said, Lying -- 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  So I'm just -- 

 

        12               MR. FORD:  -- I'm telling the truth. 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  I'm just going to keep reading a 

 

        14     little bit from this report about that. 

 

        15               MR. FORD:  Yeah, go ahead. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  It says: 

 

        17               "At this time the writer" -- who I believe where 

 

        18     it says "the writer," I believe he's talking about Detective 

 

        19     Spillman.  I don't know if you know Detective -- 

 

        20               MR. FORD:  Uh-huh.  Yeah.  Detective Spillman. 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  "This time the writer and 

 

        22     Detective Weavil again interviewed Ford in regards to the 

 

        23     information he had submitted to the Investigator Burns" -- 

 

        24     that's that first statement -- 

 

        25               MR. FORD:  Right. 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- that was from Darryl Hunt's 

 

         2     attorney investigator -- "in regards to the death of Arthur 

 

         3     Wilson.  Ford at this time gave the writer, Detective 

 

         4     Weavil, and Detective Simms a written statement in regards 

 

         5     to the Arthur Wilson murder case.  In this first statement, 

 

         6     the writer and Detective Weavil received report.  He did, in 

 

         7     fact, admit that portions of the statement that he had given 

 

         8     Investigator Burns was, in fact, in correct." 

 

         9               Do you recall that? 

 

        10               MR. FORD:  No. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  "The writer attempted to get Ford to 

 

        12     clarify questions in regard to the statement he gave writer 

 

        13     and Detective Weavil.  At this time, Ford did advised 

 

        14     Detective Weavil and the writer in the first statement that 

 

        15     portions were inaccurate in the statement that he gave 

 

        16     Investigator Burns.  He, in fact, did not know exactly what 

 

        17     Wilson was murdered with on the night that Wilson was 

 

        18     assaulted." 

 

        19               MR. FORD:  No.  No. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  When you say "No," do you mean 

 

        21     that's inaccurate? 

 

        22               MR. FORD:  That's inaccurate. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        24               MR. FORD:  That's inaccurate. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  "Ford also advised Detective Weavil 
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         1     and the writer that he could be confused in regards to who, 

 

         2     in fact, he saw at the intersection of 18 and Claremont." 

 

         3               MR. FORD:  No. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  Were you confused? 

 

         5               MR. FORD:  No, I never been confused. 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  "The writer talked further with Ford 

 

         7     in regards to these facts.  Ford advised the writer that" -- 

 

         8     and this is a quote they're saying came from you -- "What 

 

         9     are they going to do to me when I tell them I did not tell 

 

        10     the truth." 

 

        11               MR. FORD:  No. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you remember saying that? 

 

        13               MR. FORD:  No. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        15               MR. FORD:  That was all made up, all of it. 

 

        16               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you remember ever giving a 

 

        17     written statement to the police? 

 

        18               MR. FORD:  Did I sign that? 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  No, sir.  This is a police report. 

 

        20               MR. FORD:  No, no.  I didn't sign that. 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Do you remember ever giving a 

 

        22     written statement but then tearing it up before you -- 

 

        23               MR. FORD:  Yeah.  I was telling them -- they -- I 

 

        24     said, What -- they were writing -- they were writing stuff. 

 

        25     I said, (inaudible).  And I started writing, so I just threw 
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         1     it down.  I said, No, I'm not going to do this. 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  Was that something you were writing 

 

         3     in your own handwriting? 

 

         4               MR. FORD:  I did in my own writing.  I tore it up. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  What made you decide to tear it up? 

 

         6               MR. FORD:  I tore it up because I felt like it -- 

 

         7     it wasn't going to be properly handled.  And when they 

 

         8     (inaudible). 

 

         9               MS. MATOIAN:  What made you think that? 

 

        10               MR. FORD:  Huh? 

 

        11               MS. MATOIAN:  What made you think that? 

 

        12               MR. FORD:  Because I saw how they were conducting 

 

        13     themselves.  They -- they wasn't there to get the truth. 

 

        14     They was -- they was there to convince me not to testify. 

 

        15     They didn't want me to testify.  That's what they were there 

 

        16     for, to intimidate me. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did they tell you that? 

 

        18               MR. FORD:  What? 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did they tell you that they did not 

 

        20     want you to testify? 

 

        21               MR. FORD:  No, they didn't tell me that, but their 

 

        22     actions were that. 

 

        23               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        24               MR. FORD:  You know, they didn't want me to 

 

        25     testify.  They didn't want to hear it. 
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         1               MS. MATOIAN:  Were the detectives that came down 

 

         2     to talk to you, did you know them from previously? 

 

         3               MR. FORD:  I didn't know them, but I knew of them. 

 

         4               MS. MATOIAN:  You knew of them, okay.  But you 

 

         5     hadn't had any prior dealings with them? 

 

         6               MR. FORD:  No. 

 

         7               MS. MATOIAN:  Okay. 

 

         8               MR. FORD:  Spillman and Weaver. 

 

         9               MS. MATOIAN:  Weavil? 

 

        10               MR. FORD:  Yeah.  Those detectives were there, 

 

        11     too. 

 

        12               MS. MATOIAN:  Why did you smile when we said 

 

        13     Detective Weavil? 

 

        14               MR. FORD:  That -- that -- now, see, that's how I 

 

        15     know that -- Spillman was known in the community as a dirty 

 

        16     cop.  That's who probably manipulated, what, the Baldwin 

 

        17     girl, Patricia Baldwin and Lewis and whoever was saying that 

 

        18     I couldn't be there -- 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        20               MR. FORD:  -- I couldn't have seen anything. 

 

        21     Spillman probably manipulated them into saying that because 

 

        22     he was that type of person.  He was that type of police. 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Barbara Sinclair? 

 

         2               MR. FORD:  No. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you know someone that was called 

 

         4     Big Titty Barb? 

 

         5               MR. FORD:  Big Titty Barb, I heard that name. 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  You heard that name.  Do you know 

 

         7     her last name? 

 

         8               MR. FORD:  No. 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        10               MR. FORD:  I really don't. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you know someone named Patricia 

 

        12     Williams or Patricia Dunlap? 

 

        13               MR. FORD:  No. 

 

        14               MR. ZIEGLER:  Have you heard about other -- other 

 

        15     people who say that they saw the crime and they saw Sammy 

 

        16     and Darryl do it? 

 

        17               MR. FORD:  No. 

 

        18               MR. ZIEGLER:  You've never heard about anybody 

 

        19     saying that? 

 

        20               MR. FORD:  Uh-uh. 

 

        21               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        22               MR. FORD:  You're talking about and testified 

 

        23     that? 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  Yes, sir. 

 

        25               MR. FORD:  No, I don't.  I didn't know. 
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         1               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did -- 

 

         2               MR. FORD:  So it had to be at the time I was there 

 

         3     if they saw it. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  Did you see anyone? 

 

         5               MR. FORD:  No, I didn't see anyone. 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  So I'm going to show you -- I'm just 

 

         7     going to mark this as 26. 

 

         8                    (Exhibit Number 26 was introduced.) 

 

         9               MR. ZIEGLER:  This is a map that's kind of of that 

 

        10     area, although this is a map from today. 

 

        11               MR. FORD:  Uh-huh. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  And are you familiar with that 

 

        13     neighborhood today? 

 

        14               MR. FORD:  It's not like it was back then. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  Right.  So I know some -- some road 

 

        16     names have changed.  Does -- it's -- I know it's real hard 

 

        17     to see.  This is Claremont Avenue.  I'm going to put an X at 

 

        18     where Ezelle's drink house was. 

 

        19               MR. FORD:  Uh-huh. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  Does it sound right that this right 

 

        21     here that's called Bethlehem Lane today used to be called 

 

        22     19th Street? 

 

        23               MR. FORD:  Oh, no.  That's not 19. 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  No. 

 

        25               MR. FORD:  That there, 19 is still 19th Street 
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         1     right now. 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  Right.  And New Hope Lane, does that 

 

         3     seem like it used to be 18th Street? 

 

         4               MR. FORD:  Possibly, yeah. 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  So if -- if you can't see it, 

 

         6     I understand because it's black ink on a -- this printout. 

 

         7     But if this, where I circle, this circle right here, is the 

 

         8     intersection of Claremont Avenue and 18th Street -- 

 

         9               MR. FORD:  18th, right. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- can you mark where you went to 

 

        11     and where you were coming from? 

 

        12               MR. FORD:  Okay.  18th Street right there and -- 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  Right. 

 

        14               MR. FORD:  -- there was a little pathway coming 

 

        15     right here to the next street over.  That's where Barnhill 

 

        16     live at right there. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  Do you remember if he was by 

 

        18     17th or 16th or what cross-street? 

 

        19               MR. FORD:  Yeah. 

 

        20               MR. ZIEGLER:  And if you don't remember, that's 

 

        21     fine, just tell me. 

 

        22               MR. FORD:  17th and -- 17th and Dun -- Dunleith -- 

 

        23     Claremont. 

 

        24               MR. ZIEGLER:  So here -- this is Claremont and it 

 

        25     looks like one block over is Locust. 
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         1               MR. FORD:  Locust. 

 

         2               MR. ZIEGLER:  Right. 

 

         3               MR. FORD:  Right, that's it. 

 

         4               MR. ZIEGLER:  Then another block over is Dunleith. 

 

         5               MR. FORD:  And that's Locust.  That was Locust. 

 

         6               MR. ZIEGLER:  And 17th? 

 

         7               MR. FORD:  17th and Locust. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  All right.  So -- 

 

         9               MR. FORD:  Right here.  It's right here. 

 

        10               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- so I'm going to put a dot there. 

 

        11               MR. FORD:  Yeah. 

 

        12               MR. ZIEGLER:  That -- that dot is going to be 

 

        13     where Barnhill was. 

 

        14               MR. FORD:  Yeah.  Locust Street. 

 

        15               MR. ZIEGLER:  And you said you were coming from 

 

        16     Melanie Lewis? 

 

        17               MR. FORD:  Yeah, I believe so, over on 19th Street 

 

        18     -- well, 19 further down. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  Well, it's called Bethlehem now, but 

 

        20     I think -- 

 

        21               MR. FORD:  Okay. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- it used -- I think it used to be 

 

        23     19th. 

 

        24               MR. FORD:  All right.  Whatever then. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  Do you remember what cross-street is 
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         1     by Cleveland Avenue or anything -- 

 

         2               MR. FORD:  You go across Cleveland. 

 

         3               MR. ZIEGLER:  You cross Cleveland. 

 

         4               MR. FORD:  Go on 19 on up a little -- 

 

         5               MR. ZIEGLER:  Is it just one block over across 

 

         6     Cleveland? 

 

         7               MR. FORD:  Yeah.  About a block up. 

 

         8               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  So somewhere in here where 

 

         9     I'll put this bigger circle -- 

 

        10               MR. FORD:  Yeah. 

 

        11               MR. ZIEGLER:  -- does that look correct? 

 

        12               MR. FORD:  Yeah.  It look good now. 

 

        13               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay.  So between when you first 

 

        14     went to Barnhill's house from here, what street did you go 

 

        15     down? 

 

        16               MR. FORD:  You cross Cleveland. 

 

        17               MR. ZIEGLER:  You cross -- staying on 19th? 

 

        18               MR. FORD:  On 19th. 

 

        19               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        20               MR. FORD:  Come down Cleveland to -- to 18th 

 

        21     Street. 

 

        22               MR. ZIEGLER:  Okay. 

 

        23               MR. FORD:  And you go straight up 18th Street, 

 

        24     straight up 18th Street. 

 

        25               MR. ZIEGLER:  Yeah. 
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ALFRED SAMUEL BARNHILL 
 

 

CRIMINAL RECORD 

Conviction  Jurisdiction DOO Date of Conviction 

POSSESS LSD (F) FORSYTH UNKNOWN 9/27/1978 

POSSESS MARIJUANA FORSYTH UNKNOWN 11/5/1981 

POSSESS COCAINE (F) FORSYTH UNKNOWN 11/5/1981 

POSSESS FIREARM BY 

FELON (F) 

FORSYTH 9/9/1981 1/18/1982 

LARCENY (F) FORSYTH UNKNOWN 2/10/1984 

MISDEMEANOR 

PROBATION 

VIOLATION (M) 

FORSYTH 8/19/1983 7/5/1984 

PWIMSD COCAINE (F) FORSYTH 6/4/1987 2/2/1988 

POSSESS HEROIN (F) FORSYTH 6/4/1987 2/2/1988 

POSSESS STOLEN 

GOODS/PROPERTY (M) 

FORSYTH 11/10/1987 1/27/1988 

MAINTAIN 

VEH/DWELL/PLACE 

CONTROLLED 

SUBSTANCES (F) 

FORSYTH 4/15/2004 12/4/2006 

TRAFFICKING, OPIUM 

OR HEROIN BY 

POSSESSION (F) 

FORSYTH 4/15/2004 12/4/2006 

POSSESS WITH INTENT 

TO SELL OR DELIVER 

HEROIN (F) 

FORSYTH 4/15/2004 12/4/2006 

POSSESS WITH INTENT 

TO SELL OR DELIVER 

HEROIN (F) 

FORSYTH 4/15/2004 12/4/2006 
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MELANIE LYNN LEWIS 
 

 

CRIMINAL RECORD 

Conviction  Jurisdiction DOO Date of Conviction 

CARRYING 

CONCEALED WEAPON 

(M) 

FORSYTH 11/18/1983 12/15/1983 

ROBBERY WITH 

DANGEROUS WEAPON 

(F) 

FORSYTH 11/18/1983 1/17/1984 

ASSAULT AND 

BATTERY (M) 

FORSYTH 11/26/1983 12/7/1983 

POSSESS COCAINE (F) FORSYTH 5/2/1990 7/24/1990 

POSSESS WITH INTENT 

TO SELL OR DELIVER 

COCAINE (F) 

FORSYTH 2/13/1991 6/12/1991 

SELL COCAINE (F) FORSYTH 2/13/1991 6/12/1991 

MISDEMEANOR 

LARCENY (M) 

FORSYTH 1/21/1993 3/5/1993 

MISDEMEANOR 

LARCENY (M) 

FORSYTH 2/5/1993 3/5/1993 

POSSESS DRUG 

PARAPHERNALIA (M) 

FORSYTH 6/29/1994 2/21/1995 

SHOPLIFTING 

CONCEALMENT GOODS 

(M) 

FORSYTH 6/27/1995 8/2/1995 

CARRYING 

CONCEALED WEAPON 

(M) 

FORSYTH 7/14/1995 8/25/1995 

POSSESS DRUG 

PARAPHERNALIA (M) 

FORSYTH 7/14/1995 8/25/1995 

ATTEMPT TO POSSESS 

UNSPECIFIED 

SUBSTANCE (M) 

FORSYTH 7/14/1995 8/25/1995 



CARRYING 

CONCEALED WEAPON 

(M) 

FORSYTH 12/8/1996 10/15/1997 

POSSESS DRUG 

PARAPHERNALIA (M) 

FORSYTH 12/8/1996 10/15/1997 

SHOPLIFTING 

CONCEALMENT GOODS 

(M) 

FORSYTH 1/11/1997 10/15/1997 

POSSESS CONTROLLED 

SUBSTANCE IN JAIL (F) 

FORSYTH 1/16/1997 10/7/1997 

POSSESS WITH INTENT 

TO MANUFACTURE 

SELL OR DELIVER 

HEROIN (F) 

FORSYTH 10/13/1998 12/15/1999 

SELL HEROIN (F) FORSYTH 10/13/1998 12/15/1999 

DELIVER HEROIN (F) FORSYTH 10/13/1998 12/15/1999 

HABITUAL FELON (F) FORSYTH 10/13/1998 12/15/1999 

SHOPLIFTING 

CONCEALMENT GOODS 

(M) 

FORSYTH 11/11/1998 11/17/1998 

POSSESS/CONSUME 

FORTIFIED 

WINE/SPIRTUOUS 

LIQUOUR/MIXED 

BEVERAGES ON 

PREMISES NOT 

AUTHORIZED BY LAW 

(M) 

FORSYTH 1/26/1999 2/16/1999 

POSESS DRUG 

PARAPHERNALIA (M) 

FORSYTH 4/5/1999 12/15/1999 

 

SECOND DEGREE 

TRESPASS (M) 

FORSYTH 4/5/1999 12/15/1999 

POSSESS/CONSUME 

BEER/WINE PUBLIC 

STREET (M) 

FORSYTH 5/22/2009 7/10/2009 



DISORDERLY CONDUCT 

(M) 

FORSYTH 10/3/2014 10/16/2014 

POSSESS DRUG 

PARAPHERNALIA (M) 

FORSYTH 5/25/2018 6/13/2018 
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RICHARD DAVID WRIGHT JR. 
 

CRIMINAL RECORD 
Conviction  Jurisdiction DOO Date of Conviction 

DWI (M) FORSYTH 3/22/1986 4/14/1986 

POSSESS WITH INTENT 
TO SELL OR DELIVER 

MARIJUANA (F) 

FORSYTH 3/28/1989 10/25/1989 

RESIST/OBSTRUCT 
PUBLIC OFFICER (M) 

FORSYTH 6/16/1990 6/21/1990 

RESIST/OBSTRUCT 
PUBLIC OFFICER (M) 

FORSYTH 4/26/1991 5/28/1991 

ASSAULT ON LAW 
OFFICER (M) 

FORSYTH 4/26/1991 5/28/1991 

INTOXICATED AND 
DISRUPTIVE (M) 

FORSYTH 2/10/1993 4/19/1993 

ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN 
CONTROLLED 

SUBSTANCE (M) 

FORSYTH 2/24/1994 3/11/1994 

POSSESS WITH INTENT 
TO MANUFACTURE 
SELL OR DELIVER 

MARIJUANA (F) 

FORSYTH 5/1/1996 12/15/1997 

POSSESS STOLEN 
GOODS/PROPERTY (F) 

FORSYTH 5/1/1996 12/15/1997 

POSSESS WITH INTENT 
TO SELL OR DELIVER 

COCAINE (F) 

FORSYTH 1/14/1998 3/5/1998 

POSSESS WITH INTENT 
TO SELL OR DELIVER 

COCAINE (F) 

FORSYTH 1/14/1998 3/5/1998 

POSSESS WITH INTENT 
TO SELL OR DELIVER 

COCAINE (F) 

FORSYTH 2/19/1998 3/5/1998 

SECOND DEGREE 
TRESPASS (M) 

FORSYTH 3/26/1998 5/8/1998 



ASSAULT ON A FEMALE 
(M) 

FORSYTH 4/18/1998 6/2/1998 

SECOND DEGREE 
TRESPASS (M) 

FORSYTH 4/18/1998 6/2/1998 

SECOND DEGREE 
TRESPASS (M) 

FORSYTH 8/30/1998 9/14/1998 

SECOND DEGREE 
TRESPASS (M) 

FORSYTH 9/8/1998 9/21/1998 

POSSESS WITH INTENT 
TO MANUFACTURE 
SELL OR DELIVER 

COCAINE (F) 

FORSYTH 10/15/1998 3/4/1999 

SELL COCAINE (F) FORSYTH 10/15/1998 3/4/1999 

DELIVER COCAINE (F) FORSYTH 10/15/1998 3/4/1999 

CONSPIRE SELL 
COCAINE (F) 

FORSYTH 10/15/1998 3/4/1999 

CONSPIRE DELIVER 
COCAINE (F) 

FORSYTH 10/15/1998 3/4/1999 

HABITUAL FELON (F) FORSYTH 10/15/1998 3/4/1999 

DWLR (M) FORSYTH 4/8/2006 8/11/2006 

POSSESS DRUG 
PARAPHERNALIA (M) 

FORSYTH 6/18/2007 10/30/2007 

DWLR (M) FORSYTH 3/19/2009 8/11/2009 

ASSAULT ON A FEMALE 
(M) 

FORSYTH 10/24/2010 2/17/2011 

POSSESS MARIJUANA 
UP TO ½ OUNCE (M) 

FORSYTH 4/5/2011 5/24/2011 

POSSESS DRUG 
PARAPHERNALIA (M) 

FORSYTH 6/5/2014 6/25/2014 

POSSESS MARIJUANA 
UP TO ½ OUNCE (M) 

FORSYTH 1/27/2017 3/3/2017 
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CHUCKIE ALEXANDER SIMMONS 
 

 

CRIMINAL RECORD 

Conviction  Jurisdiction DOO Date of Conviction 

DWI (M) FORSYTH 9/19/1987 10/7/1987 

DISORDERLY CONDUCT 

(M) 

FORSYTH 5/4/1990 5/16/1990 

DRINKING IN PUBLIC 

(M) 

FORSYTH 9/15/1990 9/26/1990 

DWI-LEVEL 2 (M) FORSYTH 3/26/1994 2/6/1996 

DWLR (M) FORSYTH 3/26/1994 2/6/1996 

ASSAULT ON A FEMALE 

(M) 

FORSYTH 7/1/1997 7/15/1997 
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DONALD SAMUEL SIMMONS 
 

 

CRIMINAL RECORD 

Conviction  Jurisdiction DOO Date of Conviction 

POSSESS DRUG 

PARAPHERNALIA (M) 

FORSYTH 4/12/1987 5/4/1987 

POSSESS MARIJUANA 

UP TO ½ OUNCE (M) 

FORSYTH 4/12/1987 5/4/1987 

DISORDERLY CONDUCT 

(M) 

FORSYTH 10/4/1988 11/3/1988 

POSSESS STOLEN 

GOODS/PROPERTY (M) 

FORSYTH 3/18/1989 4/7/1989 

DISORDERLY CONDUCT 

(M) 

FORSYTH 6/17/1989 7/28/1989 

ASSAULT ON A FEMALE 

(M) 

FORSYTH 12/19/1989 3/2/1990 

PUBLIC DISTURBANCE 

(M) 

FORSYTH 12/29/1989 3/26/1990 

DISORDERLY CONDUCT 

(M) 

FORSYTH 6/16/1990 6/18/1990 

POSSESS/CONSUME 

BEER/WINE 

UNAUTHORIZED 

PREMISES (M) 

FORSYTH 8/17/1990 8/20/1990 

DRINKING IN PUBLIC 

(M) 

FORSYTH 9/15/1990 9/26/1990 

CARRYING 

CONCEALED WEAPON 

(M) 

FORSYTH 1/25/1992 1/28/1992 

RESIST/OBSTRUCT 

PUBLIC OFFICER (M) 

FORSYTH 10/23/1992 11/5/1992 

POSSESS/CONSUME 

BEER/WINE PUBLIC 

STREET (M) 

FORSYTH 2/5/1993 2/8/1993 



ASSAULT ON A FEMALE 

(M) 

FORSYTH 8/19/1995 8/31/1995 

COMMUNICATING 

THREATS (M) 

FORSYTH 5/30/1997 6/4/1997 

RESISTING PUBLIC 

OFFICER (M) 

FORSYTH 5/30/1997 6/4/1997 

ASSAULT ON A FEMALE 

(M) 

FORSYTH 4/12/1998 6/12/1998 

DV PROTECTIVE 

ORDER VIOLATION (M) 

FORSYTH 10/20/1998 11/20/1998 

INJURY TO REAL 

PROPERTY (M) 

FORSYTH 9/29/1999 12/8/1999 

MISDEMEANOR 

LARCENY (M) 

FORSYTH 9/29/1999 12/8/1999 

 COMMUNICATING 

THREATS (M) 

FORSYTH 11/28/1999 1/10/2000 

SECOND DEGREE 

TRESPASS (M) 

FORSYTH 11/28/1999 1/11/2000 

ASSAULT ON A FEMALE 

(M) 

FORSYTH 12/10/1999 1/10/2000 

DV PROTECTIVE 

ORDER VIOLATION (M) 

FORSYTH 12/12/1999 1/10/2000 

ASSAULT ON A FEMALE 

(M) 

FORSYTH 2/26/2000 4/4/2000 

COMMUNICATING 

THREATS (M) 

FORSYTH 2/26/2000 4/4/2000 

INJURY TO PERSONAL 

PROPERTY (M) 

FORSYTH 2/26/2000 4/4/2000 

ASSAULT ON A FEMALE 

(M) 

FORSYTH 6/4/2002 7/9/2002 

INJURY TO REAL 

PROPERTY (M) 

FORSYTH 6/4/2002 7/9/2002 

POSSESS COCAINE (F) FORSYTH 12/23/2005 2/9/2006 

COMMUNICATING 

THREATS (M) 

FORSYTH 6/18/2006 8/1/2006 



SECOND DEGREE 

TRESPASS (M) 

FORSYTH 7/26/2008 11/18/2008 

COMMUNICATING 

THREATS (M) 

FORSYTH 7/26/2008 11/18/2008 

DV PROTECTIVE 

ORDER VIOLATION (M) 

FORSYTH 9/3/2008 10/27/2008 

DWI (M) FORSYTH 6/26/2009 2/4/2010 

UNAUTHORIZED USE 

OF MOTOR VEHICLE 

(M) 

FORSYTH 5/6/2011 7/1/2011 

SECOND DEGREE 

TRESPASS (M) 

FORSYTH 12/31/2013 4/1/2014 

FIRST DEGREE 

TRESPASS 

ENTER/REMAIN (M) 

FORSYTH 6/4/2016 8/16/2016 
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WADE DESMAS BRADY 
 

 

CRIMINAL RECORD 

Conviction  Jurisdiction DOO Date of Conviction 

BREAKING AND ENTERING 

(F) 

FORSYTH UNKNOWN 8/6/1969 

BREAKING AND ENTERING 

AND LARCENY (F) 

FORSYTH UNKNOWN 8/6/1969 

LARCENY (M) FORSYTH UNKNOWN 8/14/1969 

RESIST ARREST  FORSYTH UNKNOWN 8/14/1969 

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT-

POLICE OFFICER 

NORTH 

CAROLINA 

UNKNOWN 4/28/1971 

BURGLARY-BREAKING 

AND ENTERING (F) 

FORSYTH UNKNOWN 3/5/1974 

FORGERY OF-

ENDORSEMENT (F) 

FORSYTH UNKNOWN 2/2/1978 

ASSAULT ON OFFICER (M) FORSYTH UNKNOWN 9/17/1982 

CONCEALING 

MERCHANDISE-2ND 

OFFENSE (M) 

FORSYTH UNKNOWN 2/22/1983 

MISDEMEANOR LARCENY 

(M) 

FORSYTH 2/10/1984 3/6/1984 

LARCENY (M) FORSYTH UNKNOWN 3/19/1985 

INJURY TO REAL 

PROPERTY (M) 

FORSYTH 7/5/1984 4/4/1985 

POSSESS MARIJUANA UP 

TO ½ OUNCE (M) 

FORSYTH 10/15/1988 1/18/1989 

RESIST/OBSTRUCT PUBLIC 

OFFICER (M) 

FORSYTH 10/22/1988 11/23/1988 

BANK ROBBERY (F) FEDERAL UNKNOWN 1990 



POSSESS STOLEN 

GOODS/PROPERTY (M) 

FORSYTH 1/20/1994 2/4/1994 

RESIST/OBSTRUCT PUBLIC 

OFFICER (M) 

FORSYTH 1/20/1994 2/4/1994 

MISDEMEANOR LARCENY 

(M) 

FORSYTH 1/25/1995 3/7/1995 

LOITERING FOR 

PROSTITUTION (M) 

FORSYTH 6/21/1996 9/18/1996 

POSSESS WITH INTENT TO 

MANUFACTURE SELL OR 

DELIVER COCAINE (F) 

FORSYTH 10/12/1996 4/9/1997 

CARRYING CONCEALED 

GUN (M) 

FORSYTH 3/28/1997 5/7/1997 

POSSESS WITH INTENT TO 

SELL OR DELIVER COCAINE 

(F) 

FORSYTH 6/26/1997 11/18/1998 

MAINTAIN 

VEHICLE/DWELLING/PLACE 

CONTROLLED SUSBTANCE 

(F) 

FORSYTH 6/26/1997 11/18/1998 

DWI-LEVEL 5 (M) FORSYTH 10/15/1999 2/15/2000 

SECOND DEGREE 

BURGLARY (F) 

FORSYTH 12/29/1999 2/15/2000 

FELONY LARCENY (F) FORSYTH 12/29/1999 2/15/2000 

SECOND DEGREE TRESPASS 

(M) 

FORSYTH 3/28/2003 3/28/2003 

SECOND DEGREE TRESPASS 

(M) 

FORSYTH 3/18/2005 7/22/2005 

DISORDERLY CONDUCT (M) FORSYTH 10/12/2006 10/19/2006 

ASSAULT GOVERNMENT 

OFFICIAL/EMPLOYEE (M) 

FORSYTH 10/12/2006 10/19/2006 

RESISTING PUBLIC OFFICER 

(M) 

FORSYTH 10/12/2006 10/19/2006 



ASSAULT WITH DEADLY 

WEAPON (M) 

FORSYTH 1/1/2008 7/22/2008 

SHOPLIFTING 

CONCEALMENT GOODS (M) 

FORSYTH 6/28/2010 9/13/2010 

SECOND DEGREE TRESPASS 

(M) 

FORSYTH 1/11/2014 2/20/2014 
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JEFFREY KEITH JOHNSON 
 

 

CRIMINAL RECORD 

Conviction  Jurisdiction DOO Date of Conviction 

DWLR (M) FORSYTH 11/23/1984 12/19/1984 

DWI (M) FORSYTH 11/23/1984 12/19/1984 

POSSESS/CONSUME 

BEER/WINE PUBLIC 

STREET (M) 

FORSYTH 11/23/1984 1/25/1995 

WORTHLESS CHECK 

(M) 

FORSYTH 11/24/1984 3/8/1985 

RESIST/OBSTRUCT 

PUBLIC OFFICER (M) 

FORSYTH 3/8/1985 5/21/1985 

INJURY TO REAL 

PROPERTY (M) 

FORSYTH 3/28/1986 4/18/1986 

RESIST/OBSTRUCT 

PUBLIC OFFICER (M) 

FORSYTH 2/6/1987 3/10/1987 

DISORDERLY CONDUCT 

(M) 

FORSYTH 11/27/1989 12/6/1989 

POSSESS/CONSUME 

BEER/WINE PUBLIC 

STREET (M) 

FORSYTH 11/23/1994 1/25/1995 

ASSAULT ON A FEMALE 

(M) 

FORSYTH 7/1/2000 9/7/2000 

DWI-LEVEL 5 (M) FORSYTH 7/7/2000 10/25/2000 

RESISTING PUBLIC 

OFFICER (M) 

FORSYTH 7/7/2000 10/25/2000 

SIMPLE ASSAULT (M) FORSYTH 5/28/2003 6/6/2003 

RESISTING PUBLIC 

OFFICER (M) 

FORSYTH 5/28/2003 6/6/2003 
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RICHARD ANDREW JOHNSON 
 

 

CRIMINAL RECORD 

Conviction  Jurisdiction DOO Date of Conviction 

DWI (M) FORSYTH 4/12/1989 5/8/1989 

CARRYING CONCEALED 

GUN (M) 

FORSYTH 5/7/2010 7/15/2010 
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KENNETH PINKNEY 
 

 

CRIMINAL RECORD 

Conviction  Jurisdiction DOO Date of Conviction 

BREAKING AND ENTERING 

(M) 

FORSYTH UNKNOWN 9/29/1978 

ASSAULT WITH DEADLY 

WEAPON (M) 

FORSYTH UNKNOWN 5/26/1983 

DWI (M) FORSYTH 11/3/1984 1/16/1985 

DWLR (M) FORSYTH 11/3/1984 1/16/1985 

DWLR (M) FORSYTH 11/13/1984 1/16/1985 

ASSAULT AND BATTERY 

(M) 

FORSYTH 1/23/1991 2/1/1991 
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RANDY CARDELL WEAKS 
 

 

CRIMINAL RECORD 

Conviction  Jurisdiction DOO Date of Conviction 

LARCENY  GUILFORD UNKNOWN 6/6/1979 

COMMON LAW ROBBERY 

(F) 

FORSYTH UNKNOWN 4/8/1980 

ASSAULT WITH DEADLY 

WEAPON (M) 

FORSYTH UNKNOWN 4/8/1980 

POSSESS STOLEN GOODS 

(M) 

FORSYTH UNKNOWN 11/30/1982 

CARRYING CONCEALED 

WEAPON (M) 

FORSYTH 8/19/1981 6/15/1985 

ASSAULT AND BATTERY 

(M) 

FORSYTH 3/2/1984 3/16/1984 

ASSAULT AND BATTERY 

(M) 

FORSYTH 9/28/1984 10/10/1984 

ROBBERY WITH 

DANGEROUS WEAPON (F) 

FORSYTH 1/1/1985 5/7/1985 

POSSESS FIREARM BY 

FELON (F) 

FORSYTH 5/26/1990 8/27/1990 

CARRYING CONCEALED 

WEAPON (M) 

FORSYTH 5/26/1990 8/27/1990 

ASSAULT ON LAW OFFICER 

(M) 

FORSYTH 5/26/1990 8/27/1990 

ARMED TO TERROR THE 

PUBLIC (M) 

FORSYTH 5/26/1990 8/27/1990 

ASSAULT WITH DEADLY 

WEAPON (M) 

FORSYTH 12/15/1990 1/18/1991 

BREAKING OR ENTERING 

(M) 

FORSYTH 10/3/1995 10/10/1995 

POSSESS/CONSUME 

BEER/WINE PUBLIC STREET 

(M) 

FORSYTH 5/21/1996 7/2/1996 



POSSESS/CONSUME 

BEER/WINE PUBLIC STREET 

(M) 

FORSYTH 9/6/1996 9/9/1996 

SECOND DEGREE 

TRESPASS (M) 

FORSYTH 9/6/1996 9/9/1996 

SHOPLIFTING 

CONCEALMENT GOODS (M) 

FORSYTH 12/3/1997 1/22/1998 

POSSESS DRUG 

PARAPHERNALIA (M) 

FORSYTH 8/14/1999 9/3/1999 

POSSESS MARIJUANA UP 

TO ½ OUNCE (M) 

FORSYTH 5/11/2000 9/18/2000 

POSSESS COCAINE (F) FORSYTH 8/23/2000 9/21/2000 

POSSESS DRUG 

PARAPHERNALIA (M) 

FORSYTH 8/23/2000 9/21/2000 

ATTEMPT TO POSSESS 

AUTOMOBILE (F) 

FORSYTH 12/8/2000 4/26/2001 

POSSESS SCHEDULE II 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE 

(F) 

FORSYTH 2/22/2002 7/3/2002 

HABITUAL FELON (F) FORSYTH 2/22/2002 7/3/2002 
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JEFF JUNIOR HOLLOWAY JR. 
 

 

CRIMINAL RECORD 

Conviction  Jurisdiction DOO Date of Conviction 

BREAKING OR 

ENTERING (M) 

DAVIDSON 9/28/1985 4/28/1986 

BREAKING OR 

ENTERING (M) 

DAVIDSON 9/29/1985 4/28/1986 

BREAKING OR 

ENTERING (M) 

DAVIDSON 10/1/1985 4/28/1986 

DWLR (M) DAVIDSON 10/6/1985 10/31/1985 

MISDEMEANOR 

LARCENY (M) 

DAVIDSON 10/6/1985 10/31/1985 

DISCHARGE WEAPON 

OCCUPIED PROPERTY 

(F) 

FORSYTH 2/28/1987 4/29/1987 

COMMUNICATING 

THREATS (M) 

FORSYTH 2/24/1990 3/6/1990 

DWLR (M) FORSYTH 3/31/1990 5/18/1993 

RESIST/OBSTRUCT 

PUBLIC OFFICER (M) 

FORSYTH 5/10/1993 5/18/1993 

DWLR (M) FORSYTH 12/7/1990 5/18/1993 

DWLR (M) FORSYTH 12/10/1993 2/17/1994 

DWLR PERMANENT (M) FORSYTH 4/15/1994 7/11/1994 

RESIST/OBSTRUCT 

PUBLIC OFFICER (M) 

FORSYTH 4/15/1994 7/11/1994 

DWLR PERMANENT (M) FORSYTH 6/6/1994 7/15/1994 

BREAKING AND/OR 

ENTERING (F) 

FORSYTH 8/18/1994 11/18/1996 



LARCENY AFTER 

BREAKING/ENTERING 

(F) 

FORSYTH 8/18/1994 11/18/1996 

SECOND DEGREE 

KIDNAPPING (F) 

FORSYTH 4/26/1995 11/18/1996 

POSSESS STOLEN 

GOODS/PROPERTY (M) 

FORSYTH 12/15/1999 6/5/2000 

DWLR (M) FORSYTH 7/20/2000 9/13/2000 

ASSAULT ON A 

FEMALE (M) 

FORSYTH 5/28/2000 9/26/2000 

RESISTING PUBLIC 

OFFICER (M) 

FORSYTH 7/20/2000 9/13/2000 

ASSAULT WITH 

DEADLY WEAPON (M) 

FORSYTH 8/17/2000 9/26/2000 

DEFRAUDING 

INNKEEPER (M) 

FORSYTH 9/25/2000 10/24/2000 

DOMESTIC CRIMINAL 

TRESPASS (M) 

FORSYTH 4/29/2001 5/31/2001 

POSSESS COCAINE (F) FORSYTH 12/20/2001 3/14/2002 

DWLR (M) FORSYTH 10/2/2003 10/21/2003 

ASSAULT ON A 

FEMALE (M) 

FORSYTH 3/12/2007 7/12/2007 

DRIVING WHILE 

LICENSE 

SUSPENDED/REVOKED 

(M) 

WHEELING, 

WV 

UNKNOWN 8/7/2013 

DRIVING WHILE 

LICENSE 

SUSPENDED/REVOKED 

(M) 

WHEELING, 

WV 

UNKNOWN 6/25/2014 

DRIVING WHILE 

LICENSE 

SUSPENDED/REVOKED 

(M) 

WHEELING, 

WV 

UNKNOWN 9/30/2014 



DRIVING WHILE 

LICENSE 

SUSPENDED/REVOKED 

(M) 

WHEELING, 

WV 

UNKNOWN 8/3/2016 
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JEFFREY TURNER 
 

 

CRIMINAL RECORD 

Conviction  Jurisdiction DOO Date of Conviction 

ESC LAW FRAUD 

VIOLATION (M) 

FORSYTH 9/10/1984 9/10/1986 

ESC LAW FRAUD 

VIOLATION (M) 

FORSYTH 9/10/1984 9/10/1986 

ESC LAW FRAUD 

VIOLATION (M) 

FORSYTH 9/26/1984 9/10/1986 

ESC LAW FRAUD 

VIOLATION (M) 

FORSYTH 11/6/1984 9/10/1986 
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YVETTE JOHNSON 
 

 

CRIMINAL RECORD 

Conviction  Jurisdiction DOO Date of Conviction 

SECOND DEGREE 

ARSON (F) 

FORSYTH 7/18/1996 10/3/1996 

ASSAULT WITH 

DEADLY WEAPON 

SERIOUS INJURY (F) 

FORSYTH 4/7/2000 7/3/2000 

ASSAULT INFLICT 

SERIOUS INJURY (M) 

FORSYTH 8/24/2000 5/10/2001 

INJURY TO REAL 

PROPERTY (M) 

FORSYTH 3/11/2003 4/29/2003 

ATTEMPT BREAK OR 

ENTER BUILDING (M) 

FORSYTH 3/11/2003 4/29/2003 
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KATHY MITCHELL LEBLANCE 
 

 

CRIMINAL RECORD 

Conviction  Jurisdiction DOO Date of Conviction 

INTIMIDATION OF A 

WITNESS (M) 

FORSYTH 9/12/1986 11/4/1986 

CHILD ABUSE-CHILD 

UNDER 18 

BALTIMORE 

CITY, MD 

UNKNOWN 5/19/1998 

THEFT LESS THAN $100 

(M) 

ANNAPOLIS, 

MD 

UKNOWN 6/27/2016 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Handout 75 



DENNIS SPEAKS 
 

 

CRIMINAL RECORD 

Conviction  Jurisdiction DOO Date of Conviction 

DELAY PUBLIC 

OFFICER (M) 

FORSYTH UNKNOWN 11/17/1982 

ILLEGITIMATE 

CHILD/NON-SUPPORT 

(M) 

FORSYTH 8/13/1984 12/3/1984 

ASSAULT BY 

POINTING GUN (M) 

FORSYTH 9/8/1984 10/18/1984 

ASSAULT AND 

BATTERY (M) 

FORSYTH 9/8/1984 10/18/1984 

ASSAULT AND 

BATTERY (M) 

FORSYTH 9/8/1984 10/18/1984 

DISCHARGE FIREARM 

IN CITY LIMITS (M) 

FORSYTH 3/24/1986 4/16/1986 

ASSAULT AND 

BATTERY (M) 

FORSYTH 3/24/1986 4/16/1986 

SECOND DEGREE 

MURDER (F) 

FORSYTH 9/22/1986 4/9/2987 

ASSAULT BY 

POINTING GUN (M) 

FORSYTH 1/31/1995 8/1/1995 

ASSAULT BY 

POINTING GUN (M) 

FORSYTH 8/5/2001 9/12/2001 

MISDEMEANOR 

LARCENY (M) 

FORSYTH 8/10/2003 9/5/2003 

SIMPLE ASSAULT (M) FORSYTH 8/10/2003 9/5/2003 
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF FORSYTH

IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE

SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION

86 CRS 018809

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA.

V.

MERRITT WILLIAMS DRAYTON

AFFIDAVIT OF DENNIS SPEAKS

NOW COMES Dennis Speaks being first been duly sworn, who deposes and says the
following:

1. I am over the age of eighteen and of sound mind. I make this affidavit based on
my person knowledge.

2. In 1986 I was at a drink house with many drunk people talking about the murder
of Deborah Sykes. I do not recall specifically who was there. People were talking about Darryl
Hunt and Sammy Mitchell committing that murder. I do not recall anyone talking about the
Arthur Wilson case.

3. I have never heard of Arthur Wilson and have no knowledge of his murder, I may
have seen him around, but the name is not familiar.

4. Darryl Hunt shot me with a shotgun in 1984 because he found me vdth his
girlfiiend. He was arrested but not convicted for this.

5. On September 21, 1986,1 was involved in an altercation in which Michael A.
Thomas was killed. At some point after I was indicted, I was taken into a room with the District
Attorney and an Assistant District Attorney. I believe the assistant's name was Jerry or Jarrod.
The Assistant DA told me that I was not guilty of murder, but I would be if I did not provide a
written statement that Darryl Hunt confessed to me that he (Hunt) had killed Deborah Sykes.

6. I was not willing to sign such a statement because Darryl Hunt had not made a
confession to me.

7. I was convicted for the death of Michael Thomas and went to prison in April of
1987. A few months after I went to prison, two detectives from Winston Salem came to talk to
me at Yadkinville Correctional.

8. The detectives told me that I could get released early if I would sign a statement

-1-



saying that Darryl Hunt murdered Deborah Sykes. I refused to write anything because I had no
knowledge about the murder of Deborah Sykes. The detectives then told me I would do all the
time on my sentence.

9. A few months after that, the detectives returned and wanted to talk to me again. I
refused to talk to them.

10. I believe Lt. Shore was over my unit at the prison at that time.

11. I have not talked to detectives again since that time and served my complete
sentence through December 4,1992.

12. I have no knowledge about the death of Arthur Wilson and do not recall telling
detectives that Henny Pope talked to me about it. I recall Henny Pope and others speaking about
the Deborah Sykes case.

13. After I got out of prison, I wanted to tell someone about this situation, but my
parents convinced me not to say anything because I was home.

FURTHER THE AFFIANT SAYETH NOT.

This the ̂  day of April, 2019.

Dennis.

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF

Sworn to and subscribed before me,

this day of 2019.

Notary Public

My Commission Expires:

'''/..Co/
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CassonHR@gmail.com 
704-253-9553

Hendersonville, NC 28739 

Casson H. Reynolds  
Education Masters of Science in Criminal Justice January 2007 

Boston University 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Bachelors of Science in Criminal Justice May 2003 
Radford University 
Radford, Virginia 

Teaching Instructor / Developer  
Experience North Carolina Justice Academy  2017 - 

Criminal Justice Course Development and Delivery 
Investigations and Forensics 
Courses Instructed  

Bloodstain Pattern Analysis  
Shooting Incident Reconstruction  
Crime Scene Investigations  
Latent Print Analysis  
Crime Scene Analysis 
Advanced Photography 
Chemical Processing 
Courtroom Testimony 
Patrol Level Forensics  
Photography for Law Enforcement 
Property and Evidence Room Management 
Instructor Training 

NC Justice Academy Journal Content Editor 
Content Committee – Member 
E-Learning Subcommittee – Chair
Social Media Committee – Member
Survey Revision Committee – Member

Program Developer and Adjunct Professor 
University of North Carolina Wilmington  2017- 

Graduate Certificate in Crime Scene Investigations 
Developed and Instructed 

Courtroom Testimony and Challenges 
Crime Scene Photography  

Forensic Consultant 
Laura Pettler and Associates 2017 - 

Crime Scene Investigations 

Exhibit A
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 Crime Scene Analysis 
 Shooting Incident Reconstruction 
 
Presenter: The Good, The Bad, and The Ugly of CSI 
NC International Association for Identification Conference 2019 
 
Presenter: Understanding Ethics and Bias 
NC Association for Property and Evidence Conference  2019 
 
Presenter: Overseeing a Property and Evidence Room 
NC Association of Chiefs of Police Conference   2019 
 
Presenter: Bloodstain Pattern Recognition      

   NC International Association for Identification Conference 2018 
 
   Presenter: Crime Scene Investigations 
   NC Public Defender and Investigator’s Association Conference 2018 

 
Presenter: Records Retention in Regards to Property and Evidence 

   NC Association for Property and Evidence   2018 
 
Subject Matter Expert / Course Development      

   American Intercontinental University    2016 
    Criminal Investigations 
    Crime Scene Investigations / Forensics 
    
   Criminal Justice Adjunct Professor 
   American Intercontinental University    2015 
    Ethics in Criminal Justice 
    Addiction in the Criminal Justice System 
    Crime Scene Investigations 
    Criminalistics 
        
   Forensics Instructor 
   American Academy of Applied Forensics    2014-2016 
   Central Piedmont Community College 
    Crime Scene Investigations 
    Fingerprint Analysis and Comparison 
 
   Forensic Guest Lecturer 
   University of North Carolina: Wilmington   2016 
   Gaston County High Schools     2013-2016 
 
   Police Training Officer 
   Gastonia Police Department     2010-2016 
    Crime Scene Investigations 

Basic Patrol Officer 
    Gang Investigations 



    
Computer Programs Used 
Canvas 
Blackboard  
Intellipath 

Microsoft Office 
Module Based 
Envisage: Acadis  

 
Professional  Training Committee Co-Chair 
Organization  North Carolina International Association for Identification 2018 - 
Membership 

Consensus Body Voting Member  
 Bloodstain Pattern Analysis Consensus Body     

American Academy of Forensic Sciences Standards Board 2018 - 
 
Student Advocacy Committee Member 

 International Association for Identification   2017 - 
  

Training Committee Member 
   North Carolina International Association for Identification 2017 - 2018 
   

Conference Committee Member 
North Carolina International Association for Identification 2017 -  
 
Friction Ridge Consensus Body Member 
American Academy of Forensic Science Standards Board  2018 -  
 
Association Member 
International Association for Identification   2017 -  
 
Association Member 
North Carolina International Association for Identification 2013 - 

 
   Association Member 
   North Carolina Gang Investigator’s Association   2011 - 
 
Publications  A Better Understanding of Midrange Photography  2019 
   PoliceOne, policeone.com, Online Journal 
 

Why crime scene investigators deserve a seat at the table 2018 
   PoliceOne, policeone.com, Online Journal     
 

Lesson Plan: Forensic Analysis of Bloodstain Patterns  2018  
   North Carolina Justice Academy, Salemburg, NC 
 

Lesson Plan: Forensic Analysis of Shooting Incidents  2018  
   North Carolina Justice Academy, Salemburg, NC 
 

Lesson Plan: Forensic Analysis for Patrol Officers  2018 
North Carolina Justice Academy, Salemburg, NC 



 
Lesson Plan: In-Service on Response to Community Dissent 2018 
North Carolina Justice Academy, Salemburg, NC 
 
Lesson Plan: Property and Evidence Room Management 2017  

   North Carolina Justice Academy, Salemburg, NC 
 
Lesson Plan: Instructor Training: Classroom Management 2017  

   North Carolina Justice Academy, Salemburg, NC 
    

Lesson Plan: Basic Law Enforcement Training    2017  
Criminal Investigations  
North Carolina Justice Academy, Salemburg, NC 

 
Lesson Plan: Basic Law Enforcement Training    2017 
Responding to Victims and the Public 
North Carolina Justice Academy, Salemburg, NC 

    
   We have to be the Thin Blue Line    2015 
   Law Enforcement Today, Online Journal 
    
Law   Police Officer       2016-2017 
Enforcement  Pittsburgh Bureau of Police     
Experience   
   Forensic Detective      2013-2016 
   Gastonia Police Department 
 
   Police Officer / Gang Investigator    2008-2013 
   Gastonia Police Department 
    

Crime Scene Investigator     2006-2008 
   Charlottesville Police Department 
    

Police Officer       2003-2006 
   Charlottesville Police Department 
 
Certifications   Pennsylvania Police Officer Certification   2016-2017 
and  
Recognition  North Carolina Police Officer Certification   2008-2016 
 
   Virginia Police Officer Certification    2003-2008 
    

North Carolina General Criminal Justice Instructor  2017 -  
 
Certified Crime Scene Analyst     2014-2019 

   International Association of Identification   
    

Advanced Gang Specialist     2015 



   North Carolina Gang Investigators Association 
 
   North Carolina Death Investigators Certifications  2011 
   NC Blue Ridge Community College 
 
   Federal Task Force Officer 
   Federal Bureau of Investigations    2011-2013 
   Gang Investigations 
    

Recognized as an Expert in State Court 
   Crime Scene Investigations    2006, 2009, 2017 
   Shooting Reconstruction           2008, 2017 
   Bloodstain Pattern Analysis    2009 
   Latent Print Identification    2017    
 
   Life Saving Award      
   Gastonia Police Department    2009 
 

Commendation Award  
   Pittsburgh Bureau of Police    2016    
   Gastonia Police Department    2009, 2014, 2015 
   Charlottesville Police Department        2005, 2007 
 
   Mothers Against Drunk Driver’s Recognition 
   Charlottesville Police Department   2005 
 
Additional   Police Training  
Police /   Pennsylvania Municipal Police Officer Training 
Forensic   North Carolina Advanced Law Enforcement Certificate 
Investigations  Virginia Basic Law Enforcement Training  
Training  North Carolina General Instructor Training 
   North Carolina Instructor Training Orientation  
   Constitutional and Federal Laws  
   Search and Seizure  
   Interview and Interrogations  

Community Policing  
North Carolina Police Law Institute 
2012 Gangs Across the Carolinas Conference 
2013 Gangs Across the Carolinas Conference 
Basic Gang Investigator's Class 
Advanced Gang Investigator's Class 
Introduction to Patrol Drug Investigations 
United Blood Nation Update 
Street Gang Intelligence 
Crisis Intervention Training  
CPR and First Aid  

 
   Forensic Training Courses 



2019 (Spring) Children’s Advocacy Centers of NC Training Seminar  
2019 (Spring) NC Association of Property and Evidence Conference 
2018 NC International Association for Identification CSI Training Seminar 
2018 (Fall) Children’s Advocacy Centers of NC Training Seminar  
2018 (Fall) NC Association of Property and Evidence Conference 
2018 NC International Association for Identification Conference 
2018 (Spring) Children’s Advocacy Centers of NC Training Seminar  
2018 (Spring) NC Association of Property and Evidence Conference 

   Advanced Bloodstain Pattern Analysis    
2017 (Fall) NC Association of Property and Evidence Conference 
2017 (Fall) Children’s Advocacy Centers of NC Training Seminar 
Full Spectrum Photography Workshop by FujiFilm 
Shooting Reconstruction: 4 Elements of Trajectory 

   Discovering and Documenting Clandestine Graves 
   2017 NC International Association for Identification CSI Training Seminar 

2017 NC International Association for Identification Conference 
   Shooting Incident Reconstruction Seminar 
   Serial Number Restoration Seminar 
   Investigating Stalking 
   Investigating Sexual Assaults 
   Crime Scene Staging: Dynamics in Homicide Cases 

NC Latent Print Examiner’s Conference 
2015 NC International Association for Identification Conference 
Foundations of Fingerprint Comparison 
Cold Case Homicide Investigations 
Photoshop for CSI 
Crime Scene Investigator Test Prep 
Introduction to Fire Investigations 
Wound Injury Patterns and Analysis 
Gunshot Wounds and Forensic Evidence 
Crime Scene Investigator Preparation Course 
Advanced Crime Scene Photography Techniques 
Latent Print Development 
Submission Guidelines at the NC State Crime Lab 
Nikon Total Station Operation 
ARAS 360 HD CSI Computer Diagramming & Animation 
Introduction to Computer Forensics 
Introduction to Cybercrimes 
Bloodstain Pattern Analysis 
Forensic Fingerprint Analysis Basics 
Automated Fingerprint Identification System 
Introduction to the Science of Friction Ridge Examination 
Complex Latent Print Examination 
Bomb-Making Materials Awareness Program Implementation 
Cell Phone Investigations & Electronic Evidence 
Criminal Profiling for the Violent Crime Scene 
Fundamentals of Fingerprint Evidence 
Advanced Crime Scene Photography 



Flies, Foliage, and Features 
Basic Death Investigation Program 
Child Death Investigations 
Introduction to IED's & Forensic Evidence 
Firearms Injury & Distance Determination 
Basic Crime Scene Academy 
Advanced Shooting Reconstruction 
Bloodstain Pattern Analysis 
Covert Online Investigations: Child Sexual Predators 
Cyber-Investigations 101 (STOP) 
Cybercop 202 (Ilook) 
Forensic Science and Medicine Seminar 
Shooting Incident Reconstruction 
Basic Crime Scene Investigations 



April 16, 2019 

Report by Casson Reynolds at the request of the North Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission 

based on the information provided in regards to the homicide of Arthur Wilson in 1983 in 

Winston-Salem, NC.   

1. At the time of the crime, two eyewitnesses were identified: McGee and Walser.  Based

on the information provided about McGee and Walser, what was their ability to view

and/or not view the suspects they saw?

McGee was driving his vehicle southbound on North Claremont Avenue and observed

three unknown black males going through the pockets of the decedent (Arthur Wilson).

The three then fled on foot south on North Claremont Avenue and then west on 17th Street

where he lost sight of them.

Walser was riding in McGee’s vehicle southbound on North Claremont Avenue and

observed three unknown black males going through the pockets of the decedent (Arthur

Wilson) and one of the three hit the decedent with an unknown object.

The driver and passenger of a vehicle driving in the street would be able to view an

assault/robbery taking place in the middle of the street upon which they were driving.

The decedent was located in the street in front of 1718 North Claremont Avenue.

This was reported at the time of the incident.

2. In reviewing the crime scene as it relates to the drink house, could the events be seen

from the drink house porch?  From the street in front of the drink house?  Why or why

not?  Complications to scene.

The drink house was reportedly located at 1816 North Claremont Avenue.  This residence

no longer exists; therefore, a complete analysis of the view from the residence and porch

is limited.

The residence of 1808/1810 (duplex) is the northern most residence currently in the 1800

block of North Claremont Avenue.

The 1700 block of North Claremont Avenue rises as it travels north towards 18th St.  The

1800 block of North Claremont Avenue rises as it travels south towards 18th St.  The crest

of North Claremont Avenue is at 18th St.  *18th St. has been renamed to New Hope Ln.

The decedent was located 90 feet south of 18th St. on N. Claremont Ave.  The 1816 N.

Claremont Ave. was located approximately 200 feet north of 18th St. on N. Claremont

Ave.  The width of 18th St. is 26 feet.  Therefore, the drink house was located over 300 feet

away from the final location of the victim.

Exhibit B



 

There is no available photograph or description of the drink house; therefore, I am 

unable to analyze the sight path based on height or how far back off the road it was set 

compared to the other houses. 

 

The sight lines from the street in front of the drink house to the 1700 block of N. 

Claremont Ave. is limited because of the crest of the hill.  The sight lines from the street 

in front of the drink house to the intersection of 18th St. and N. Claremont Ave. is clear; 

however, it is a distance of approximately 200 feet.   

 

3. Two other witnesses, Bason and Williams, came forward in 1986.  There is a crime scene 

drawing from 1986.  Based on the drawing and information provided what are their 

advantage points and what areas could they view? 

 

Bason states that she was in front of the store on 18th street at Claremont Ave. (also 

referred to as Ezelle Clower’s drink house) and walking towards her residence at 1228 

E. 18th St. Apt. 7.  Her residence is west of N. Claremont St. on 18th St.     

 

On 04/29/86 at 2350, Bason reported seeing Darryl Hunt and Sammy Mitchell assault 

and rob the victim.  Mitchell assaulted the victim using a brick.    

 

On 04/30/86 at 1007, Bason reported seeing Darryl Hunt, Sammy Mitchell, and Junior 

assault and rob the victim.  Mitchell assaulted the victim using a stick.    

 

On 09/18/86, Bason reported that she was in the street in the 1800 block of N. Claremont 

Ave. and observed the assault started in the 1700 block of N. Claremont Ave. and 

continued north on Claremont Ave.   

 

Based on the sketch (000114 NCIIC-WSPD), Bason was 228 feet away from the final 

location of the decedent. 

 

A photograph marked 002552 NCIIC-WSPD is an approximate view from where Bason 

reported she was standing.  Assuming that this photograph was taken from Bason’s eye 

level, it shows the location of the assault (where a woman in white clothing is standing) is 

in view from approximately 6 inches above the ground and above.  The bottom 

approximate 6 inches is not in view due to the crest of N. Claremont Ave. at 18th St.  The 

photograph also shows a male in a jacket standing near the intersection of N. Claremont 

Ave and 18th St. where Bason stated the assault began.  The male is completely or near 

completely visible from this location. 

 

Bason would have been able to see the assault; however, she is 228 feet away.  This may 

limit her ability to identify an unknown person and her ability to see specific actions.  

However, this is highly dependent on her eye sight and her familiarity with the 

individuals as well as how bright the street lights were and if any vehicle’s headlight 

were shining on the scene.     

 



Additionally, from Bason’s report, the incident began south of the decedent’s final 

location; however, based on the photograph, the incident began north of the decedent’s 

final resting place.  It is unclear on why there is a discrepancy.     

 

Williams states that she was at the drink house located at 1816 N. Claremont Ave and left 

with Michael Eaton and Jerry Roan walking south towards 18th St.  In the report, 

Williams states she is near the intersection when she sees the assault; however, 

according to an on scene report and sketch, Williams is near the drink house.      

 

Based on the sketch (000114 NCIIC-WSPD), Williams was 315 feet away from the 

assault.   

 

A photograph marked 002551 NCIIC-WSPD is an approximate view from where 

Williams reported she was standing.  Assuming that this photograph was taken from 

Williams’s eye level, it shows the location where the decedent died (where a woman in 

white clothing is standing) is in view from approximately 3 feet above the ground and 

above.  The bottom approximate 3 feet is not in view due to the crest of N. Claremont 

Ave. at 18th St.  The photograph also shows a male in a jacket standing near the 

intersection of N. Claremont Ave and 18th St. where Williams stated the assault began.  

The male is completely or near completely visible from this location. 

 

If Williams was near the drink house when the assault occurred, she would not have been 

able to see any actions that occurred more than 100 feet south of the intersection of 18th 

St. and N. Claremont Ave. due to the crest of the hill.         

 

4. Were Bason and Williams able see the events unfold as well as McGee and Walser?  

How were their vantage points different?  How do the witnesses not reporting each other 

effect their statements? 

 

Bason and Williams state that they were both in the 1800 block of N. Claremont Ave. at 

the time of the incident.  They both state that they saw the same individuals commit the 

assault.  They both state that they were walking from one location to another at the time 

of the incident and admit to other people being in the area.   

 

Bason and Williams do not state that they see McGee and Walser’s vehicle. 

 

The vantage point for all parties involved would be similar and would be fluid as they 

were all in motion.   

 

Based on McGee and Walser’s statements, they came across the incident as the suspects 

were going through the pockets of the victim.  This may have been after Bason and 

Williams ran from the scene; however, there is no evidence or statements to support this. 

 

5. Mr. Ford’s sight lines and information? 

 

Ford did not provide a specific location or consistent information for analysis.   



 

6. Time of day and various vantage points? 

 

The time of day and lack of moon is certainly a factor in someone’s ability to see clearly; 

however, this is dependent on the individual’s eye sight, vantage point, and familiarity 

with the individuals involved. 

 

McGee, Walser, Bason, and Williams all stated that they were moving at the time of the 

incident and their vantage points and ability to see various details of the scene would 

continually change based on these factors. 

 

Bason and Williams were both familiar with all parties involved.        

 

7. Photographic evidence and sight lines? 

 

Taking a photograph for sight lines is very advantageous.  The photograph should be 

taken from the same height as the witness’s eye height (approximately).   

 

Since everyone sees light differently, the photographs at night from 1983 are difficult to 

judge.  They show that there was light on the scene and that the scene had foliage cover, 

darker areas, and the general elevation difference.   

 

The photos from 1986 are fair.  It shows the sight lines of individuals and how much is 

cut off or obscured; however, the height/size (in the photo) of the individual cannot be 

taken into consideration because we are not aware of how zoomed in or out the photo is.       

 

The photographs taken recently are accurate given that the elevation has not changed.  

However, it is also important to show where the photographer was standing when taking 

the photograph.  The photographs taken from the porch are at 1808/1810 N. Claremont 

Ave (1816 N. Claremont no longer exists).   

 

 

The assault would have been difficult to see from the 1800 block of N. Claremont Ave if it 

occurred on the other side of the crest of the hill; however, the information from the 

reports is that the assault began in the intersection and ended on the other side of the 

crest.  As the witnesses approached the crest, they would have been able to see more of 

the 1700 block of N. Claremont Ave.      



May 16, 2019 

Report by Casson Reynolds at the request of the North Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission based on 
the information provided in regard to the homicide of Arthur Wilson in 1983 in Winston-Salem, NC.   

The NCIIC requested that I document the sight lines of the crime scene from various locations on N. 
Claremont Ave.  The question posed was whether an individual would be able to see the entire crime 
scene due to the slope and crest of the street.  From New Hope Ln, N. Claremont Ave. slopes 2.4 degrees 
down south of the intersection and 1.4 degrees down north of the intersection.  The intersection of New 
Hope Ln and N. Claremont Ave. is the crest of the hill.    

On May 16th, 2019, I took 3 photographs of Beth Tanner (white female) holding an 8-foot pole marked 
every foot.  She held the pole vertically with the bottom of the pole resting in the street.  She was standing 
in the street 90 feet south of the southern boundary of the intersection of New Hope Ln (Previously 18th 
st) in the location where Arthur Wilson was found deceased and documented by police in 1983.  

I took photograph 1, Exhibit D from the center of the intersection of New Hope Ln and N. Claremont 
Ave.  This location is 100 feet North of the location where Arthur Wilson was found, and Beth Tanner 
stood with the 8-foot pole.  The camera was 5’6” inches above the ground.  Nothing obstructs the view 
for someone standing at this location. 

I took photograph 2, Exhibit E from 100 feet North of the intersection of New Hope Ln and N. Claremont 
Ave.  This location is 200 feet North of the location where Arthur Wilson was found, and Beth Tanner 
stood with the 8-foot pole.  The camera was 5’6” inches above the ground.  The crest of the hill obstructs 
the view below 6 inches for someone standing at this location.   

I took photograph 3, Exhibit F from 220 feet North of the intersection of New Hope Ln and N. Claremont 
Ave.  This location is 320 feet North of the location where Arthur Wilson was found, and Beth Tanner 
stood with the 8-foot pole.  This location is in front of the vacant lot of 1816 N. Claremont Ave.  The 
camera was 5’6” inches above the ground.  The crest of the hill obstructs the view below approximately 
3’4” for someone standing at this location. 

Based on the above documentation and analysis, someone standing in the street in front of the drink house 
(1816 N. Claremont Ave.) that was approximately 5’6” tall would not be able to see someone lying on the 
ground or on their hands and knees.  Someone standing in front of the drink house would not be able to 
see an event below approximately 3’4”.   

The NCIIC also requested that I determine if someone would have been able to see the crime occur from 
these locations due to the incident occurring at night.  There are several factors that complicate this issue.  
Firstly, the lighting and foliage has changed since 1983 and the photographs taken can show a brighter 
image or darker image depending on the camera settings.  Secondly, each individual is able to see 
different levels of clarity based on their own eye sight, how long they have been in a dark or bright area, 
and their familiarity with the subjects involved. 

The opinions expressed in this report are based on the information provided.  I reserve the right to change 
an opinion if new information is presented.     
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  2010 - present      North Carolina 
   
  2003 - 2012                 Iowa 
 
  1996 - 2009 New Mexico 
 
 
SPECIALTY CERTIFICATION: 
 
  Sept.1999 Diplomat of American Board of Pathology in Forensic 

Pathology 
 
  Nov. 1997 Diplomat of the American Board of Pathology in Anatomic and 

Clinical Pathology 
 
EMPLOYMENT: 
 
 Academic Experience: 
 
                    Dec. 1, 2012- present           Associate Professor 
                                                               Department of Pathology 
                                                               Wake Forest University School of Medicine 
                                                               Medical Center Boulevard 
                                                               Winston-Salem, North Carolina 
                         
  July 1, 2010-2012 Assistant Professor  
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  July 2009-June 2010 Professor in Forensic Pathology 
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  2005-2006                           Assistant Professor in Forensic Pathology 
                                     Clinical Adjunct Faculty 
                                     Des Moines, University College of Osteopathic Medicine 
                                     Des Moines, Iowa 
 
  2004-2010                           Assistant Professor, Adjunct Faculty Position 
                                     Department of Pathology 
                                     University of Iowa 
                                     Iowa City, Iowa  
 
  1999-2003                          Assistant Professor  
                                    Department of Pathology 
                                    University of New Mexico Health Sciences Center 
                                    Albuquerque, New Mexico 
 
                    2017-present                      Medical Director, Autopsy Service, Department of  
                                                              Pathology, Wake Forest School of Medicine,  
                                                              Winston Salem, North Carolina 
 
                    2016-2018                          Interim Forensic Pathology Program Director 
                                                              Department of Pathology, Wake Forest School of 
                                                              Medicine, Winston Salem, North Carolina 
 
                    2016- present                     Abstracts reviewer, United States and Canadian Academy 
                                                             of Pathology (USCAP), annual meeting 
 
                    2012- present                     Lecturer, medical student pulmonary block, non- 
                                                              neoplastic pulmonary disease, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 
                                                              2016, 2017, Wake Forest School of Medicine  
                                                              Winston-Salem, North Carolina                       
          
  2011-present                       Activity Director, Annual Western North Carolina Death  
                                     Investigation Conference 
                                     Department of Pathology- Autopsy Service 
                                                              Wake Forest School of Medicine 
                                                              Winston-Salem, North Carolina 
 
  2011-2015                           Pathology Interest Club, mentor 
                                                               Medical school students, Wake Forest School of Medicine 
                                                               Winston-Salem, North Carolina 

 
2010  High School Graduation Project Program, mentor 

Caldwell High School student oversight 
November 12, 13, and 16, 2010 
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                    2011  Medical Student Research Program, mentor, 
    Wake Forest School of Medicine 
    Winston-Salem, North Carolina, summer of 2011        
 
    
  2006-2010 Coordinator of the University of Iowa medical students’ 

Community-Based Primary Care Clerkship  
    Iowa Office of the State Medical Examiner 
    Ankeny, Iowa 
   
   
                      2006 –2010                          Director of the Physicians’ Assistant Program elective                                                        
    rotation, Des Moines University College of Osteopathic 

Medicine, Iowa Office of the State Medical Examiner 
    Ankeny, Iowa 
    
  2005-2010 Director of Medical Student’s Education  
    State Medical Examiner’s Office 
    Des Moines, University College of Osteopathic Medicine 
    Des Moines, Iowa 
   
  2000-2001 Mentor for medical students, continuity care clinic 
    University of New Mexico School of Medicine 
    Albuquerque, New Mexico 
 
  2001-2003 Director of the University of New Mexico Hospital and 

Veterans Administration Hospital Autopsy service,  
University of New Mexico Health Sciences Center 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 
 

  2001- 2003 Faculty Advisor/Career Counselor 
    University of New Mexico School of Medicine 
    Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 
1999-2003 Director of Residents' Education 
   Office of the Medical Investigator 
    Department of Pathology 
   University of New Mexico Health Sciences Center 
    Albuquerque, New Mexico     
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OTHER PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS AND ACTIVITIES: 
 
 Employment and practical experience:  
  
 

Sept 2003-May 2010 Associate State Medical Examiner 
  Iowa Office of the State Medical Examiner 
  Ankeny, Iowa 

  
  July 1999-Aug 2003 Medical Investigator 
    Office of the Medical Investigator 
     Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 
2014                                       Inspector, National Association of Medical  
                                               Examiners accreditation inspection 
                                               Cook County Medical Examiner Office 
                                               Chicago, Illinois 
 
2012                                       Participation in the National Association of Medical 
                                               Examiners accreditation inspection 
                                               Office of the Chief Medical Examiner of the 
                                               Commonweath of Massachusetts 
                                               Boston, Massachusetts     

 
                   1997-1998 Instructor /Surgical & Cytopathology 
    University of New Mexico Health Sciences Center 
    Albuquerque, New Mexico 
 
  Oct 1997 and Feb 1998 Staff Pathologist, locum tenens 
    Gila Regional Medical Center 
    Silver City, New Mexico 
 
  Feb 1996 and Mar 1997 Staff Pathologist, locum tenens 
    Rehoboth-McKinley Christian Memorial Hospital 
    Gallup, New Mexico 
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OTHER PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS AND ACTIVITIES 
 
 
  1997-1998 Pathologist, locum tenens 
    Autopsy Service 
    Office of the Medical Investigator 
    Albuquerque, New Mexico 
 
                      1995  Participation in College of American Pathologists 
                                                               (CAP) inspection  
    Rehoboth-McKinley Christian Memorial Hospital 
    Gallup, New Mexico 
 
  1994  Participation in CAP inspection  
    Presbyterian Hospital 
    Gallup, New Mexico 
 
 

Committee appointments: 
 
2018-present                         National Association of Medical Examiners (NAME) 
                                              Standards Committee, member 
 
2013-2017                             National Association of Medical Examiners (NAME) 
                                              Ad hoc committee-Research, member 

 
2012-2015                             Faculty Development Advisory Committee 
                                              Wake Forest Baptist Health 
                                              Winston-Salem, North Carolina 
 
2011-present                         National Association of Medical Examiners (NAME) 
                                              Education, Program and Publications Committee 
                                              Forensic Fellow In-Service Exam Subcommittee, member  

 
2011-2014 Forsyth County Child Fatality Prevention Team 

Forsyth County Public Health Department 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina 

 
2010-2016 Residency Committee 

Department of Pathology 
Wake Forest School of Medicine 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina 

                  
2009- 2010 National Association of Medical Examiners (NAME) 

Education, Program and Publications Committee 
Education/Program Subcommittee Member 
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          Committee appointments (continued): 
 

2003-2006 Iowa Child Death Review Team, Committee Member 
  Iowa Department of Public Health 
  Des Moines, Iowa 
 
2003-2004 Bio-emergency Response Committee 
  Iowa Department of Public Health 
  Des Moines, Iowa 

 
2003  Metabolic Screening Subcommittee 
  Iowa Department of Public Health 
  Des Moines, Iowa  
  

  July 2000- 2003 Post-sophomore Fellowship in Pathology Selection 
    Committee 
    Department of Pathology 
     University of New Mexico Health Sciences Center 

     Albuquerque, New Mexico 
 
  2000-2003 New Mexico Intimate Partner Violent Death Review Team,  
    Committee Member 
    University of New Mexico Health Sciences Center 
    New Mexico Crime Victims Reparation Commission 
    Albuquerque, New Mexico 
 
  July 2001-2003 Tissue, Transfusion, and Autopsy Committee,  
    University of New Mexico Health Sciences Center 
    Albuquerque, New Mexico 
 
  July 1999- 2003 Residency Selection Committee 
    Department of Pathology 
    University of New Mexico Health Sciences Center 
    Albuquerque, New Mexico 
   
  July 1999- 2003 Residency Training Committee 

Department of Pathology 
University of New Mexico Health Sciences Center  

     Albuquerque, New Mexico  
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PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS:    
American Academy of Forensic Sciences 
National Association of Medical Examiners 
 

 
HONORS AND AWARDS: 
 
  2013                                   Appalachia & Native Health Service Award 
                                                              Western Carolina University 
                                                              College of Health & Human Services, Cherokee 
                                                              Studies, and The Center for Native Health 
                                                              Cullowhee, North Carolina 
                                                           
                      2010                                   Director's Medallion Award 
                                     Iowa Division of Criminal Investigation 
                                     Iowa Department of Public Safety 
                                     Ankeny, Iowa 
    

1997                                      Young Investigators Award, Academy of Clinical   
                                              Laboratory Physicians and Scientists (ACLPS) Meeting 
                                              Minneapolis, Minnesota  

 
1996                                      Young Investigators Award, Academy of Clinical        

Laboratory Physicians and Scientists (ACLPS) Meeting 
St. Louis, Missouri 

 
1991 William H. Bailey Award for Research in Pathology  

 
  1991        Russell J. Eilers Award for Pathology    
 
 
RESEARCH GRANTS  (Funded) 
  
 September 13, 2010 – National Institute of Justice (PI) 
    “The Effects of Acquisition of Postmortem Blood Specimens  
 December 13, 2011 on Drug Levels and the Effects of Transport Conditions on 

Degradation of Drugs,” Technical report submitted Sept. 30, 
2013 
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        Journal Articles: 
 

Dasgupta A, Mahle C, McLemore J. Elimination of fluconazole interference in gas 
chromatography/mass spectrometric confirmation of benzoylecognine, the major metabolite of 
cocaine using pentafluoropropionyl derivative. Journal of Forensic Sciences, JFSCA, May, 1996; 
Vol 41 (3), pp. 317-319 

 
McLemore JL, Beeley P, Thorton K, Morrisroe K, Blackwell B, Dasgupta A. Rapid automated 
determination of lipid hydroperoxide concentrations and total antioxidant status of sera from 
patients infected with HIV: elevated lipid hydroperoxide concentrations and depleted total capacity 
of sera. American Journal of Clinical Pathology, March, 1998; Vol 109 (3), pp. 268-273 
 
Wright B, McLemore J. “Murderous mullosks.” Check sample for The American Society for Clinical 
Pathology Check Sample series, Forensic Pathology, 2001; Vol.43(6), pp 71-78 
  
Stefan VH, Aronica-Pollak P, McLemore JL. Coronal cleft vertebra initially suspected as an 
abusive fracture in an infant. Journal of Forensic Sciences, July, 2003;Vol. 48, No. 4,; pp. 1-3 
 
Nolte KB, Lathrop SL, Nashelsky MB, Nine JS, Gallaher MM, Umland ET, McLemore JL, Reicard 
RR, Irvine RA, McFeeley PJ, Zumwalt RE. “Med-X: A medical examiner surveillance model for 
bioterrorism and infectious disease mortality.” Human Pathology (2007) 38, 718-725 
 
Thomas N, McLemore J. “Methamphetamine mishaps: Anhydrous ammonia.” Check sample for 
The American Society for Clinical Pathology Check Sample series, Forensic Pathology, 2009; 
No. FP09-6 (FP-347), pp.71-81 
 
McLemore J, Hallengren A. “X-ray appearance of subcutaneous gemstones as part of 
alternative/holistic medicine:  A case report and review of the literature.” Clinical Imaging. 2010, 
34: 316-318 
 
McLemore J, Hodges W, Wyman A. “Impact of identity theft on methods of identification.” Am J 
Forensic Med Pathol. 2011 June. 32(2): 143-5 
 
Valente K, McLemore J. “Sudden death from spontaneous coronary artery dissection:  A 
discussion of risk factors.” American Society of Clinical Pathology Case Reports Series, Forensic 
Pathology, Exercise 4, 2013 

 
Shrestha BK, Miles MC, McLemore JL. “Sudden death by acute cor pulmonale from intravenous 
drug abuse during an inpatient admission:  Implications for unexplained in-hospital deaths.” 
Clinical Pulmonary Medicine 2013 July, 20(4): 192-5 

 
Still B, McLemore J. “Ruptured sinus of Valsalva aneurysm:  A rare cause of sudden, unexpected 
death.” Wake Forest Journal of Science and Medicine. 2016 May. 2(1): 119-121 
 
Giffen M, McLemore J. “Forensic radiology pitfalls:  CT imaging in gunshot wounds of the head.” 
Journal of Forensic Sciences. 2018 March.63(2): 351-356 
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         Journal articles (continued): 
         
         Giffen MA, McLemore J. “Hyperoxalosis secondary to vitamin C administration as a 
         non-allopathic treatment for cancer.” AFP. December 11, 2018 (accepted for publication) 
 
 
        Abstracts: 
 

Tawfik O, McLemore J, Chauduri R. Localization of immune cells in the endometrium during     the 
menstrual cycle. Abstract. Annual meeting of the Society for the Study of Reproduction, 
Vancouver, Canada 1991 
 
Tawfik O, McLemore J, Wood G. Immunolocalization of growth factors in the human endometrium 
during the menstrual cycle. Abstract. Annual meeting of the United States and Canadian 
Academy of Pathology 1991 
 
Palmer RB, Walker, MK, Church MJ, Kim NH, McLemore JL. Developmental cardiotoxicity of 
BNMPA, a by-product of illicit methamphetamine synthesis. Abstract presentation at the American 
Academy of Forensic Sciences meeting, Reno, Nevada, February 21-26, 2000 
 
Aronica-Pollak PA, Stefan VH, McLemore J. Notochord regression failure initially suspected as 
an abusive fracture in an infant. Abstract presented at the American Academy of Forensic 
Sciences meeting, Atlanta, Georgia, February 11-15, 2002 

 
Hodges W, Wyman A, McLemore J. Impact of Identity Theft and False Identities on Primary   
Identification Methods. Abstract, platform presentation at the National Association of Medical 
Examiners conference, Savannah, Georgia, October 15, 2007 

 
McLemore J. Motor Vehicle Crash Involving an Elderly Woman with Undiagnosed Giant Cell 
Myocarditis. Abstract, platform presentation at the American Academy of Forensic Sciences 
Annual Conference, Washington DC, February, 2013 
 
McLemore J, Zhou T. Pulmonary Emboli Associated With Leiomyomatous Uteri. Abstract, 
platform presentation at the National Association of Medical Examiners Conference, Milwaulkee, 
WI, October 11-15, 2013 
 
McLemore J, Schwilke G, Klein D, Shanks K. Comparison of Drug/Metabolite Stability in 
Specimens Transported in Ambient Temperature Versus on Dry Ice. Abstract, platform 
presentation at the National Association of Medical Examiners Conference, Portland, OR, 
September 23, 2014 
 
Morrell-Lopez L, McLemore J. Institutional Experience with the Molecular Autopsy.  Abstract, 
platform presentation at the American Academy of Forensic Science Conference, Orlando, FL, 
February 17, 2015 
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Abstracts (continued): 
 
O’Neill TE, McLemore JL, Lantz PE. Non-abusive Bilateral Retinal Hemorrhages Extending to 
the Ora Serrata in an Infant with a Ventriculo-Peritoneal Shunt for Post-Hemorrhagic 
Hydrocephalus. Abstract, platform presentation at the National Association of Medical Examiners 
Conference, Charlotte, NC, October 6, 2015 
 
Giffen MA, Powell J, McLemore J. Forensic radiology pitfalls:  CT imaging in gunshot wounds of 
the head. Abstract, platform presentation at the American Academy of Forensic Sciences, Las 
Vegas, NV, February 27, 2016 

 
Pomper G, Appt S, Register T, Palavecino E, Beaty M, Lantz P, McLemore J, Hausman J, Wilson 
E, Dennard D, Oliphant E, Wong SH. Developing a policy/protocol for testing of non-human and 
forensic samples by a clinical core laboratory. Abstract, 69th AACC Annual Scientific Meeting and 
Clinical Lab Expo, San Diego, CA, July 30-August 3, 2017 
 
Giffen MA, McLemore J. Hyperoxalosis secondary to intravenous vitamin C administration as a 
non-allopathic treatment for cancer. Abstract, platform presentation at the National Association of 
Medical Examiners, West Palm Beach, FL, October 15, 2018 
 
Jackson A, McLemore J. Fatal angioedema due to delayed hypersensitivity reaction associated 
with hair dye and temporary tattoo. Abstract, platform presentation at the American Academy of 
Forensic Sciences, Baltimore, MD, February 22, 2019 



 JERRI L. MCLEMORE, M.D. 
 CURRICULUM VITAE 

 PAGE 12 
 
 

Revised: 08/2014 

WAKE FOREST UNIVERSITY 
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 
TEACHING PORTFOLIO 
 

 
 
TEACHING RESPONSIBILITIES: 
 
Instructor for medical students’ laboratories and poster sessions:  cardiovascular-pulmonary lab, 
1998 to 2003, neoplasia lab, 1999 and 1997, neuropathology lab, 1996, renal lab, 1995, 
anatomic pathology lab, 1994, hematopathology lab, 1993, University of New Mexico School of 
Medicine, Albuquerque, NM 
 
Lecturer in the medical students’ cardiovascular block, “Atherosclerosis and other vascular 
diseases,” University of New Mexico School of Medicine, March 2000, March 2001 
 
Program coordinator for the pathology material in the cardio-vascular block for medical students 
at the University of New Mexico School of Medicine, Albuquerque, NM, spring of 2001 
 
Tutorial leader for phase I medical students, Mechanisms of Disease block, problem based 
learning format, University of New Mexico School of Medicine, Albuquerque, NM,  Fall, 2002 
 
“Death certification,” presentation to housestaff, Department of Internal Medicine, geriatrics 
division, University of New Mexico Health Sciences Center, June, 2002 and 2003 
 
“What is the OMI?” presentation to housestaff, University of New Mexico Health Sciences 
Center, June 2003 
 
Presentation of various anatomic and clinical pathology cases to various departmental 
specialties as part of the clinical-pathologic correlation conferences, University of New Mexico 
Health Sciences Center, Albuquerque, NM 1992- 2003 
 
Lecture series for the mortuary science class, Des Moines Area Community College, spring 
term, “Introduction to Medical Examiners” and “Autopsies” (Jan. 19, 2005), 
“Hereditary Disease” and “Infectious Diseases” (2005-2010), “Respiratory System” ( 2005-
2008), “Digestive System” (2005-2010) 
 
Guest lecturer, Department of Anatomy, Des Moines University College of Osteopathic 
Medicine, Des Moines, Iowa, 2007-2010 
 
Selected forensic pathology topics, guest lecturer, Nebraska Weslyan University Forensic 
Masters Program, Lincoln, Nebraska, April 25, 2009 
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TEACHING RESPONSIBILITIES:  (Continued) 
 
Lecturer, Monthly didactic lectures in forensic pathology, pathology residents, Department of 
Pathology, Wake Forest School of Medicine, Winston-Salem, North Carolina, 2010-present 
 
Moderator, medical students’ case-centered learning block, Wake Forest School of Medicine, 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina, Fall of 2010, 2011 
 
Lecturer, Non-neoplastic pulmonary disease, medical students curriculum, Wake Forest 
University School of Medicine, Winston-Salem, North Carolina, Fall block, Oct. 1-16, 2012-2017 
 
Guest lecturer, North Carolina State Highway Patrol EMT Continuing Education, Wake Forest 
Baptist Health, Winston-Salem, NC, 2013-2014 
 
Lecturer, County Medical Examiner Statewide Training, Charlotte, NC, November 10, 2015 
 
Participant for “Sisters in Science” program, Wake Forest School of Medicine, Winston-Salem, 
NC, 2012, 2013, 2015 
 
Lecturer, Davie High School Science, Technology, Engineering and Math program, Department 
of Pathology, Wake Forest School of Medicine, Winston-Salem, NC, April 28, 2016 
 
Guest speaker, Wake Forest University Summer Immersion Program, Winston-Salem, NC, June 
28, 2016 
 
 
LECTURES/PRESENTATIONS: 
 
“Positional Asphyxia” at the dinner presentation for the Annual Medicolegal Investigation of 
Death Seminar, Albuquerque, New Mexico, February, 1993 
 
“Mercury Poisoning” for New Mexico Society for Clinical Laboratory Science (NMSCLS), 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, April 1997 
 
“Interference of Salicylate and Valproic Acid with Bactrim in Sera from HIV Positive Patients” at 
the Academy of Laboratory Physicians and Scientists, Minneapolis, Minnesota, 1997 
 
“Ricochet Bullets” at the dinner presentation for the Annual Medicolegal Investigation of Death 
Seminar, Albuquerque, Albuquerque, New Mexico, September, 1998 
 
“Asphyxial Deaths” seminar presentation for the Annual Medicolegal Investigation of Death 
Seminar, Albuquerque, New Mexico, September, 1998, 1999, and 2000 
 
 
LECTURES/PRESENTATIONS:  (Continued) 
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“The Microscopic Autopsy” presentation for the New Mexico Histology Society Meeting, 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, April 17, 1999 
 
“Patterned Injuries” presentation for the Conference on the Prosecutor’s Response to Sexual 
Violence Cases, Albuquerque, New Mexico, November 2-3, 1999 

 
“Postmortem Changes” and “The Forensic Autopsy” presentations for Medicolegal Investigation 
of Death workshops in Farmington, New Mexico and in Gallup, New Mexico, July 26-27, 2000 
 
“Nurses and the Office of the Medical Investigator,” Association of Perioperative Registered 
Nurses (AORN), Sept. 16, 2000 
 
“Determining cause and manner of death using a traditional approach,” dinner seminar 
presentation at the Medicolegal Investigation of Death Seminar, Albuquerque, NM, Sept. 2000 

 
“Forensic radiography:  How radiology is used in medicolegal death investigation,” presentation 
at the New Mexico Society of Radiologic Technologists conference, Albuquerque, NM, April, 
2001 
 
“Electrifying concepts about fire, water, and more,” presentation at the Medicolegal Investigation 
of Death Seminar, Albuquerque, NM, Sept. 2001 
 
“Attitudes toward death,” guest speaker for undergraduate course, “Pop Culture,” University of 
New Mexico, Jan. 2002 
 
“Forensic implications of complementary and alternative medicine,” Pathology Grand Rounds, 
Department of Pathology, University of New Mexico Health Sciences Center, Albuquerque, NM, 
Jan. 2002 
 
“Forensic implications of complementary and alternative medicine,” New Mexico Society for 
Clinical Laboratory Science, Albuquerque, NM, April, 2002 
 
“Identification of human remains,” New Mexico Field Investigators’ Training, Gallup, NM, May 
30, 2002 
 
“Medical Therapeutic complications,” New Mexico Department of Health, Albuquerque, NM, 
June, 2002 
 
“Injuries,” New Mexico Field Investigators’ Training, Office of the Medical Investigator, 
Albuquerque, NM, June 10, 2002, October 8, 2002, and May 11, 2003 
 
“Strangulation,” Domestic Violence Training Class, Albuquerque Police Department Academy, 
Albuquerque, NM, July 30, 2002 and August 12, 2002 
LECTURES/PRESENTATIONS:  (Continued) 
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Preparation of videotape, segment on medical complications of alcohol, “Second Chance,” 
project for Driving While Intoxicated convictions, funded by the Traffic Safety Bureau of the 
Highway and Transportation Department, Sept. 2002 
 
“The Wrongful Death Autopsy.” Lecture for private investigators, The Academy of Private 
Investigators at Des Moines Area Community College, Oct. 30, 2003 
 
“Asphyxial Deaths.” Lecture for the Division of Criminal Investigation (DCI), Des Moines, IA, Dec. 
9, 2003 
 

          “Suicide.” Lecture for the Division of Criminal Investigation (DCI), Des Moines, IA, Dec. 9, 2003 
 

“Iowa State Medical Examiner’s Office.” Lecture for the Department of Public Health, Des 
Moines, IA, March 2004 and 2010 

 
“Fire-related deaths.” Lecture fire investigators at the Iowa Fire Service Training Bureau, Ames, 
IA, Sept. 22, 2004 
 
“Complementary and Alternative Medicine.” Lecture at Grand Rounds, University of Iowa, Dept. 
of Pathology, Iowa City, Iowa, Oct. 7, 2004 
 
“Where there’s smoke, there’s fire, and an autopsy is not far behind.”  Lecture at the Iowa 
Association of County Medical Examiners conference, Des Moines, Iowa, Nov. 13, 2004 
 
“Overview of the Medical Examiner System.” Career Day for Dowling High School students, Iowa 
Dept. of Public Health, Des Moines, Iowa, Feb. 16, 2005 
 
“What is up with the State Medical Examiner’s Office?” Lecture to the Ankeny Citizen Police 
Academy, Ankeny, Iowa, March 17, 2005 
 
“What is a Medical Examiner?” Lecture to Ankeny High School students, Career Day, Ankeny 
High School, Ankeny, Iowa, April 13, 2005 
 
“Overview of the Iowa State Medical Examiner’s Office.” Lecture to medical assistants, Des 
Moines Area Community College, Ankeny, Iowa, April 20, 2005 
 
“What is a Medical Examiner?” Lecture to Urbandale High School students, Urbandale High 
School, Urbandale, Iowa, April 28, 2005 
 
Personal Protective Equipment lecture to members of the Division of Criminal Investigation 
office, Iowa State Medical Examiner’s Office, Ankeny, Iowa, May 11, 2005 
 
 
 
LECTURES/PRESENTATIONS:  (Continued) 
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“County and State Medical Examiner Procedures.” Lecture for the Des Moines Public Safety 
Basic Academy training, Ft. Hood, Johnson, Iowa, May 12, 2005, Oct. 2006, May 2008, Oct. 
2008 
 
“Speaking Medical Examinese.” Seminar presentation for the Iowa Court Reporters Association, 
Des Moines, Iowa, Jan. 2006 
 
“The Medical Examiner and the ER Physician.” Lecture for Des Moines University ER Club, Des 
Moines University College of Osteopathic Medicine, Des Moines, Iowa, Oct. 5, 2006 
 
“Firearm-related deaths.” Lecture for Des Moines University ER Club, Des Moines University 
College of Osteopathic Medicine, Des Moines, Iowa, March 30, 2007 
 
“The Iowa Office of the State Medical Examiner.” Lecture for the Iowa Division of the International 
Association for Identification, Marshalltown, Iowa, May 2007 

 
“Methods of Identification.” Lecture for the Iowa Association of County Medical Examiners 
annual conference, West Des Moines, Iowa, November 2, 2007 and at the Annual Western North 
Carolina Death Investigation Conference, Winston-Salem, NC, March 31, 2012 and at the 
Eastern Carolina University-Brody School of Medicine Death Investigation Conference, 
Greenville, NC, December 12, 2012 
 
“The Finer Points of Death Certification.” Lecture for the Iowa Association of County Medical 
Examiners annual conference, West Des Moines, IA, November 7, 2008 
 
“Careers in Forensic Science.” Lecture for biology students at Grandview College, Des Moines, 
IA, September 23, 2009 
 
“Iowa Office of the State Medical Examiner.” Lecture with Mr. Matthew Lunn for the 2009 IEMSA 
Conference, Des Moines, IA, November 13, 2009 
 
“Basics in Forensic Pathology.” Lecture for high school students’ forensic course, East Burke 
High School, Morganton, NC, September 22, 2010 
 
“The Value of Scene Investigations.” Lecture at the Annual Western North Carolina Death 
Investigation Conference, Winston-Salem, NC, March 26, 2011 
 
“Medicolegal vs. Hospital-Based Autopsies.” Lecture for the Pathology Interest Club, Wake 
Forest University School of Medicine, Winston-Salem, NC, Sept. 21, 2011 and Sept. 10, 2012 
 
“Forensics: 101.” Lecture for laboratory personnel, Pathology Laboratory week, Wake Forest 
Baptist Health, Winston-Salem, NC, April 23, 2012 

 
 
LECTURES/PRESENTATIONS: (continued) 
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“Forensics: 101.” Lecture for the North Carolina State Highway Patrol EMT Continuing 
Education, Wake Forest Baptist Health, Winston-Salem, NC, May 8 and Sept. 4, 2013 
 
“Postmortem Changes.” Lecture for the Eastern Carolina University-Brody School of Medicine 
Death Investigation Conference, Greenville, NC, December 11, 2013 
 
“Crash Course in Motor Vehicle Fatalities: The Medical Examiner’s Perspective.” Lecture for the 
Annual Western North Carolina Death Investigation Conference, Winston-Salem, NC, March 22, 
2014 
 
“Scenes From Final Destination.” Lecture for the North Carolina State Highway Patrol EMT 
Continuing Education, Wake Forest Baptist Health, Winston-Salem, NC, April 25, 2014 and 
September 10, 2014 
 
“Death Certification: The Coding System for Death Investigation.” Guest lecturer for the 
Piedmont Healthcare Symposium for Professional Coders, Greensboro, NC, September 20, 
2014; guest lecturer for the American Academy of Professional Coders, Blue Cross and Blue 
Shield of NC Chapel Hill East, December 3, 2015 
 
“Deaths In and Around Water.” Lecture for the Annual Western North Carolina Death 
Investigation Conference, Winston-Salem, NC, March 21, 2015 
 
“When Animals Attack.” Lecture for the Annual Western North Carolina Death Investigation 
Conference, Winston-Salem, NC, March 21, 2015 
 
“Hypothermic/Hyperthermic-Related Deaths.” Lecture for the Annual Western North Carolina 
Death Investigation Conference, Winston-Salem, NC, April 23, 2016 
 
“A Mulidisciplinary Approach to a Local High-Profile Double Homicide.” Department of Pathology 
Grand Rounds presentation, Wake Forest Baptist Health, Winston-Salem, NC, November 1, 
2017; Annual Western North Carolina Death Investigation Conference, Wake Forest School of 
Medicine, Winston-Salem, NC, April 28, 2018 
 
“Women in Criminal Justice Career Information Fair.” Speaker, Winston-Salem Police 
Department, Winston-Salem, NC, April 21, 2018 
 
 

         POSTER PRESENTATIONS: 
 

Swaninathan A, McLemore J, Clark DA, McKinney DR, Crooks LA, Tzamaloukas AH. Renal 
involvement by mycosis fungoides. Poster presentation. Annual meeting of the New Mexico 
Chapter of the American College of Physicians, Albuquerque, New Mexico 1993 
 
 

         POSTER PRESENTATIONS (CONTINUED): 
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McLemore J, Azikiwi CN, Malhoutra D, Saddler MC, Murata GH, Tzamaloukas AH. Erythrocytosis 
with high serum erythropoietin in a hemodialysis patient. Poster presentation. Annual meeting of 
the New Mexico Chapter of the American College of Physicians, Albuquerque, New Mexico 1994 

 
McLemore J, Dasgupta A, Wallis T. Significant cost reduction in new magnetic HDL-cholesterol 
assay by reducing reagent and sample volume. Poster presentation. Annual meeting for 
American Association for Clinical Chemistry and Canadian Society of Clinical Chemists 1996 

 
Tvrdik S, McLemore J. “Homicides Staged as Suicides.” Poster presentation at the American 
Academy of Forensic Sciences Annual Conference, Washington, DC, February, 2008 

 
Umesi N, McLemore J. “The Utility of Extensive Dissection of Autopsied Hearts”. Poster 
presentation at the 2011 Medical Student Summer Research Training Program, Wake Forest 
University School of Medicine, Medical Student Research Day. Winston Salem, NC. October 
2011. 
 
Lenfest S, McLemore J. “Sudden Death from Aggressive Pansinusitis and Pituitary Abscess With 
Clinical Features Suspicious for Intracranial Trauma.” Poster presentation at the American 
Academy of Forensic Sciences Annual Conference, Washington DC, February, 2013 
 
Brown S, Lantz PE, Jason DR, McLemore J. “Use of Therapeutic Intravenous Catheters in Drug 
Addiction:  A Series of Three Cases.”  Poster presentation at the American Academy of Forensic 
Sciences Annual Conference, Washington DC, February, 2013 
 
Philip, JKSS, Qasem SA, Enweluzo C, McLemore JL. “Widely Metastatic Hepatic Angiosarcoma 
Mimicking Hereditary Telangiectasia Presenting During Pregnancy And Diagnosed At Autopsy.” 
Poster presentation at the College of American Pathologists (CAP) annual meeting, Gaylord 
Palms, Orlando, October, 2013 
 
Curry B, McLemore JL. “An Unusual Death By A Homemade Medical Device.” Poster 
presentation at the American Academy of Forensic Sciences Annual Conference, Seattle, WA, 
February, 2014 
 
Haer ER, McLemore J. “Homemade Deer Hunting Tree Stand:  A Unique Cause of an Asphyxial 
Death.” Poster presentation at the National Association of Medical Examiners Annual 
Conference, Charlotte, NC, October 2015 
 
Wolanin SA, McLemore J. “Autopsy Confirmed Signet-Ring Cell Adenocarcinoma of the 
Gallbladder with an Endometrial Polyp Metastasis.” Poster presentation at the College of 
American Pathologists (CAP) annual meeting, Gaylord Opryland Resort & Convention Center, 
Nashville, TN, October 2015 

 
 
        POSTER PRESENTATIONS (CONTINUED): 
 

McLemore J., Sweede S. “Dehiscence and Exsanguination of a Surgical Chest Incision Mimicking 
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Traumatic Injury in a Non-decomposed Person.” Poster presentation at the National Association 
of Medical Examiners Annual Conference, Scottsdale, AZ, October 2017 
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NCSCL Quality Manager

Name: Lindsey Admire
Laboratory: Raleigh Crime Laboratory

Job Title: Forensic Scientist III
Date: 4/26/19

CASEWORK

Laboratory Section: Physical Evidence Section – Trace Unit
Discipline(s) of Casework: Hair, Fiber, Tape, Physical Match

EDUCATION 

Institution Dates Attended Major Degree Completed
Indiana University 2004 – 2007 Biochemistry M.S.
Western Carolina University 2000 – 2004 Biology B.S., University Honors

Chemistry B.S. – ACS approved, University 
Honors

Mathematics Minor

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS AND CERTIFICATIONS

 American Board of Criminalistics – Fellow 
 Passed the American Board of Criminalistics certification examination December 2011

 American Society of Trace Evidence Examiners – Regular Member

COURTROOM TESTIMONY

Discipline Date Authorized Approximate Testimony Appearances
Hair July 2007 19
Fiber October 2008 1
Hair and Fiber October 2008 1
Hair and Tape October 2008 1
Evidence Technician July 2007 1

TRAINING AND EXPERIENCE

Hair
Date Title
October 2015 DNA and Trace Evidence Working Together

SAFS/ASTEE workshop
July 2014 Hair Evaluation for DNA Analysis

Continuing Education for Forensic Professionals Program, West Virginia University
February 2013 Microscopic Identification of Post Mortem Root Banding of Hairs

AAFS workshop, sponsored by ASTEE
May 2011 Advanced Forensic Microscopy: Hair

McCrone Research Institute
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July 2006 to Training program for Hair Analysis
July 2007 NCSCL, Raleigh, NC

Fiber, Tape and Physical Match
Date Title
October 2015 Fiberglass Manufacturing Tour

SAFS/ASTEE workshop
October 2015 Pressure-sensitive tape

SAFS/ASTEE workshop
October 2015 Textile Plant Tours 

SAFS/ASTEE workshop
June 2015 Interpretation of Fiber Evidence

Continuing Education for Forensic Professionals Program, West Virginia University
June 2015 Characterization and Comparison of Dyed Fibers

Continuing Education for Forensic Professionals Program, West Virginia University
June 2015 Identification of Natural and Man-Made Fibers

Continuing Education for Forensic Professionals Program, West Virginia University
October 2014 Trace Evidence in Traffic Accidents

MAFS/ASTEE workshop
October 2014 Topics in Microspectrophotometry

MAFS/ASTEE workshop
October 2014 Dyes and Dyeing: The History, Chemistry and Application of Natural Synthetic Dyes for Fibers and 

Fabrics
Arranged by MAFS/ASTEE, St. Paul, MN

October 2014 3M Innovation Tour and Talk from a Tape Expert
Arranged by MAFS/ASTEE, St. Paul, MN

May 2014 Fibers and Textiles for Forensic Scientists
Continuing Education for Forensic Professionals Program, West Virginia University

August 2013 Forensic Analysis of Pressure Sensitive Tape
ASTEE course. Presented by Johnson County Crime Laboratory, KS; taught by Jenny Smith

June 2012 Forensic Examination and Comparison of Paint, Tape and Adhesive Evidence
FIU Workshop

August 2011 Identification of Natural Fibers
TES Workshop

August 2011 Fiber Contact Traces
TES Workshop

July 2007 Duct Tape Analysis Workshop and Tour
Shurtape Technologies

August 2007 to Training program for Fiber Analysis
October 2008 NCSCL, Raleigh, NC
January 2007 TT252: Formation and Structure of Textile Fabrics

NC State University
August 2006 TT221: Yarn Productions and Properties

NC State University 
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Microscopy and Sample Preparation Training:
Date Title
July 2018 Interpretation of Infrared and Raman Spectra

Bowdoin College, Maine by IR Courses, Inc.
July 2017 FTIR Users Group

PerkinElmer
October 2012 Infrared Microscopy

Hooke College of Applied Sciences
November 2011 Sample Preparation and Manipulation for Microanalysis

McCrone Research Institute
October 2010 Microscopic Particle Handling: Particle Isolation, Manipulation and Mounting

Hooke College of Applied Sciences
April 2010 Microscopical Examination of Forensic Trace Evidence Particles

Hooke College of Applied Sciences
January 2009 Advanced Forensic Polarized Light Microscopy: Hairs & Fibers

McCrone Research Institute
July 2008 Forensic Microscopy

Presented by McCrone Research Institute; taught by Skip Palenik

Courtroom Training:
Date Title
July 2014 Perspectives in Expert Testimony

Continuing Education for Forensic Professionals Program, West Virginia University
September 2011 Integrity, Character and Ethics in the Forensic Sciences

SAFS workshop
September 2011 Courtroom Testimony Techniques

SAFS workshop
September 2010 Expert Witness Testimony Techniques for Forensic Scientists in a Post Daubert & NAS Report 

Environment
SAFS workshop

Miscellaneous Training:
Date Title
February 2018 General Instructor Training

NC Justice Academy
August 2017 Minimizing Bias in Forensic Decision Making

CONCEPT distance learning
June 2017 Perkin Elmer Workshop on Various Applications and Technologies in Instrumentation

RTP, NC
April 2016 Perkin Elmer Workshop on Materials Characterization

Charlotte, NC
March 2016 Exploring Supervision – Is this role for you?

NC Office of State Human Resources, Leading at All Levels for Individual Contributor (LAAL-IC)
November 2014 Personal Productivity

NC Office of State Human Resources, Leading at All Levels for Individual Contributor (LAAL-IC)
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November 2014 Individual Contributor Foundations
NC Office of State Human Resources, Leading at All Levels for Individual Contributor (LAAL-IC)

September 2014 Dealing with Change
NC Office of State Human Resources, Leading at All Levels for Individual Contributor (LAAL-IC)

September 2014 Communicating with Your Team
NC Office of State Human Resources, Leading at All Levels for Individual Contributor (LAAL-IC)

March 2014 Creating Terrific Training
NC Justice Academy

March 2013 Thermo Combined Spectroscopy Methods for Forensic Analysis Webinar
Online Webinar

October 2012 2012 Inspiring Innovation – Perkin Workshop
Raleigh, NC

March 2012 Thermo Fisher Scientific 3-Track Seminar Series: Liquid Chromatography and LC/Mass
Spectrometry
Raleigh, NC

February 2011 Forensic Science 101: An Introduction
Continuing Education for Forensic Professionals Program, West Virginia University

October 2010 Thermo Fisher Scientific 3-Track Seminar Series: Trace Elemental Analysis
Raleigh, NC

September 2010 Estimating the Uncertainty of Measurement in the Modern Forensic Laboratory: Compliance with ISO
17025
SAFS workshop

September 2010 Introduction to the Analysis of Explosives
SAFS workshop

May 2010 Latest Advances in ICP/MS – Perkin Elmer Workshop
Raleigh, NC

January 2010 Essentials of Crime Scene Investigation
Largo, FL

October 2009 Thermo Fisher Scientific 3-Track Seminar Series: Trace Elemental Analysis
Raleigh, NC

May 2008 Forensic Entomology
NC SBI/Wake Technical Community College course; taught by Mel Bishop

April 2008 ICP/MS Inorganic Workshop Series – Perkin Elmer Workshop
Raleigh, NC

October 2007 NC SBI Forensic Analyst Academy
Raleigh, NC

February 2007 Advanced Crime Scene Search Specialist Training
Raleigh, NC

Meetings and Conferences
Date Title
October 2015 Southern Association of Forensic Scientists / American Society of Trace Evidence Examiners 

(SAFS/ASTEE) Joint Meeting
Atlanta, GA

October 2014 Midwestern Association of Forensic Scientists / American Society of Trace Evidence Examiners
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(MAFS/ASTEE) Joint Meeting
St. Paul, MN

September 2011 Southern Association of Forensic Scientists (SAFS)
Charlotte, NC

August 2011 Trace Evidence Symposium
Kansas City, MO

September 2010 Southern Association of Forensic Scientists (SAFS)
Tunica, MS

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY

Tenure: July 2006 – Present
 Employer: North Carolina State Crime Laboratory
 Job Title: Forensic Scientist II
 Primary Duties: 

Casework
 Technical Leader over Hair sub-discipline and Tape sub-discipline
 Responsible for the preparation, analysis, interpretation and reporting of hair evidence 
 Responsible for the preparation, analysis, interpretation and reporting of fiber, tape, and physical match evidence
 Authorized to perform administrative and technical case file reviews
 Qualified to testify as an expert witness in municipal, state or federal court
 Externally proficiency tested annually

Tenure: August 2004 – July 2006
 Employer: Indiana University at Bloomington
 Job Title: Research Associate / Assistant Instructor
 Primary Duties: 

 Designing, Expressing, Purifying, and Characterizing proteins. 
 Teaching an introductory biology laboratory, including preparing lectures, grading papers, and holding office hours. 

Tenure: July 2004 – August 2004
 Employer: Wyeth Pharmaceuticals
 Job Title: Intern IV
 Primary Duties: 

 To assist in reproducing manufacturing conditions on a small scale to correct any problems that may occur during 
production.

Tenure: June 2002 – August 2002
 Employer: Clemson University
 Job Title: Undergraduate Research Assistant
 Primary Duties: 

 To assist a post-doctoral student with her project on understanding the photocarboxylation of phenanthrene.
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OTHER QUALIFICATIONS

Training, Instruction and Presentations
 Instructor and presenter for Crime Laboratory
 Mentor, interviewee or email correspondent for students completing projects in Trace Evidence or Forensic Science 
 Taught L113: General Biology Laboratory – Indiana University at Bloomington
 Masters Research Project – Antiparallel Coiled Coils: Design of Orthogonal Antiparallel Homodimer Pair and Assembly
 Summer Undergraduate Research Project – Photocarboxylation of Phenanthrene
 Served as an internal inspector for the Crime Laboratory
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Expert Report - Dr. Max Houck, Forensic Science International

State V. Merritt Williams Drayton - Forsyth County

86 CRS 018809 (Wilson); 86 CRS 031738 (Bryson)

May 20, 2019

I. Scope

I reviewed materials provided to me by NCIIC and used my training and experience to
formulate opinions related to the forensic trace analysis In Bryson and Wilson.

II. Professional Qualifications

Dr. Max M. Houck has 30 years of forensic experience. He has worked as a forensic
anthropologist, a trace evidence analyst, and researcher. He was the Inaugural
Director of the Department of Forensic Sciences In Washington D.C. Dr. Houck
received his Bachelor's and Master's Degrees In Anthropology from Michigan State
University and his Ph.D. In Applied Chemistry Summa Cum Laude from Curtin
University In Perth, Australia. Dr. Houck Is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Chemistry.
His CV Is attached to this report as Exhibit A.

III. Materials Reviewed

I reviewed the following materials:

(1) Select Pages from the North Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission Brief, (p. 940-
950; 755-810; 189-197; 113; 40-54).

(2) The Crime Lab reports regarding the fiber analysis In the Bryson case.
(3) The Crime Lab reports regarding the hair analysis In the Bryson case.
(4) The Crime Lab reports regarding the fiber analysis In the Wilson case.
(5) Select documents from the WSPD file In the Bryson case (p. 522-525, 504-519,

499-500; 468, 460).

(6) Select documents from the WSPD file In the Wilson case (p. 658-659; 631-641)
(7) Select newspaper articles.

(8) Testimony of John Wayne Bendura In the Wilson case at the Mitchell and Hunt
trials.

(9) Testimony of John Bedura and Scott Worsham In the Bryson case

IV. Areas of Expertise

It Is anticipated that Dr. Houck will be tendered as an expert In forenslcs, specifically
trace analysis and forensic practices and procedures.



Anticipated Opinions

Dr. Houck anticipates providing the following opinions based on his education, training,
experience, and review of the above materials regarding the following:

A. Arthur Wilson

(1) The chain of custody of the ax handle prior to its collection by the police is significant.
It is not a reasonable source of evidence because it has been in an uncontrolled

environment for years so the provenance of that evidence cannot be validated.
Given this situation there is no additional value to the fibers "stuck" in the ax.

(2)0ne of the most important aspects of fiber examination is color, particularly for natural
fibers like wool. The wool is undyed (no color) and therefore has little evidential
value. You cannot reliably distinguish between types of wool.

(4) Because of the insufficient information in the wool and its time in an unsecured
location (not treated as evidence), a comparison is not meaningful. Therefore, this
examination is an identification of the fiber type only. There is little to no
evidential value in this conclusion.

B. Blanche Bryson

a. Toboggans

(1) With no identified known source, the fibers comparisons are best
characterized as "fibers in common without a known source."

(2) Fibers come in two basic types: Natural and manufactured. Examples
of natural fibers are cotton, wool, and silk. Manufactured fibers are
either synthetic, like nylon or polyester, or cellulosic, made from fiber-
forming substances like pulped wood or plant material.

(3) In this case, three types of fibers are listed in the report: Rayon,
acetate, and wool.

a. Rayon has one cross-sectional shape.
b. Acetates have a limited range of cross-sectional shapes.

(4) Based on the laboratory notes, a limited microscopic examination was
conducted. Given the technology at the time, it was possible to do
further analysis but that further analysis was not done.
a. The analyst could have measured the fiber diameter, but did not.

Fiber diameter allows you to distinguish between fibers of the
same type.

b. Based on the laboratory notes, it appears the analyst incorrectly
identified the fiber. The description of the fiber, the drawing, and



the examination suggest the fiber was actually acrylic and not
acetate.

i. The analyst's description of the fiber provides the wrong cross-
section for acetate.

ii. Acetate does not have a positive {+) sign of elongation.
iii. Given the description of the examinations conducted, the analyst

should have been able to make further evaluations (for

birefringence, for example) that would have correctly identified
the fibers and, perhaps, excluded the two samples (fibers from
both toboggans) from each other.

c. All of the fibers are "white" or colorless and this means they have

limited evidential value.

d. Additionally, infrared spectroscopy would have indicated what the
"acetate" fiber actually was.

b. Hair

There are three basic parts of a hair are the tip, shaft, and root. A hair
fragment is a shaft without a root. Because we do not have a root, we
cannot tell how long the hair is for comparison. Most hair fragments do
not have sufficient information to be suitable for significant comparison

purposes. Today, mitochondrial DNA analysis would be conducted. In
almost all circumstances, the limit of conclusion for a hair fragment is "this
is a human hair fragment." Based on my education, training, and
experience, the testimony offered about the fragments exceeds a
supportable conclusion about the identity of the source of the hair
fragments.

I reserve the right to make additional opinions as requested by Commission staff and/or during
the Commission hearing based on what 1 have reviewed and my education, training, and
experience.

Dr. Max M. Houck, FRSC
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Raleigh, North Carolina 27602 

 

RE:  Merritt Williams Drayton 

 

Dear Ms. Tanner and colleagues: 

 

At your request, I have completed my report on the social science of unreliable and false 

confessions, including the risk factors for false confessions, as they apply to the above-captioned 

case.  As you know, I reviewed the extensive records available in Mr. Williams’s case, which are 

summarized in the Appendix.  I also met with Mr. Williams for approximately 6 hours at the 

Avery-Mitchell Correctional Institution on April 19, 2019.  I then considered these case details in 

light of the well-established social science literature on false confessions, which currently 

includes over 100 peer-reviewed articles, book chapters, and edited volumes. 

 

As stated above, I met with Mr. Williams for approximately 6 hours on April 19, 2019.  On that 

date, Mr. Williams participated in a clinical interview and completed psychological testing, 

specifically the Wechsler Adult Intelligence Scale-Fourth Edition (WAIS-IV), the ACS Word 

Choice Subtest, and the Personality Assessment Inventory (PAI).  At the beginning of the 

evaluation, I informed Mr. Williams regarding the nature, scope, and purpose of the evaluation, 

including the relevant limits on confidentiality.  After Mr. Williams was informed of the 

evaluation process, he indicated that he understood these arrangements and the limits to 

confidentiality and agreed to proceed. 

 

This report is organized in the following way: 

 

I. Relevant information about Mr. Williams’s background 

II. Clinical impressions based on Mr. Williams’s history, current presentation, and 

performance on testing 

III. Summary of false confession research 

IV. Application of false confession research to Mr. Williams’s case 

V. Summary and conclusions  

 

 

RELEVANT BACKGROUND 

Family History 
Merritt Williams Drayton was born on May 5, 1958 in Harlem, New York.  He reported that he 

was adopted but did not know of his adoption until he turned 18.  He was raised by adoptive 
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parents in South Carolina and Georgia.  After traveling through several states in his 20s, he 

eventually settled near Winston-Salem in the early 1980s. 

 

Mr. Williams described his early life in positive terms overall, though he also indicated that he 

had few specific memories of his childhood (“I have no recollection of my childhood,” he said at 

the outset, and later commented that “There are whole parts of my childhood that I don’t 

remember”).   He said that his adoptive parents raised him on a farm and consistently took care 

of his basic needs.  He described a stronger relationship with his adoptive mother than his 

adoptive father.  He said that his father was “alright,” but perceived they did not have “a real 

father-son relationship” because his father was not affectionate and he felt “distance” between 

them.  In contrast, Mr. Williams said that his adoptive mother could be warm and affectionate—

though she was also the disciplinarian in the household and doled out “whoopins”—and that they 

had a good relationship when he was a child. 

 

According to Mr. Williams, he had few friends as a child and generally spent time with his older 

cousin (about 10 years his senior).  He said that, even in high school, he spent time with an older 

couple (who had watched him when he was a child) rather than do activities with peers.  When 

queried further about extracurricular activities, he recalled briefly playing the drums in school 

and enjoying it, but did not report any other hobbies, social activities, or close friendships in 

early life. 

 

Mr. Williams reported that his adoptive father died when he (Mr. Williams) was about 10 years 

old.  He indicated that his father’s death was likely “harder on [his] mother,” but acknowledged 

some difficulty in “trying to see where [he] fit in—and be the man of the house” afterwards.  He 

stated that his mother remarried a few years later, and the family moved to Savannah, Georgia.  

Mr. Williams recalled that he “stayed distant” from his mother’s new husband.  He elaborated, 

“He wasn’t cruel or anything—I just couldn’t attach to him.” 

 

Mr. Williams indicated that his stepfather passed away a few years later, and his adoptive mother 

began drinking alcohol heavily.  He summarized, “We couldn’t get along at all” after she started 

drinking, and said that they began arguing regularly.  They eventually moved back to South 

Carolina when Mr. Williams was in the 9
th

 grade, but by that time he had already become 

“distant” from her (i.e., spending time “running in the streets,” staying out late). 

 

After Mr. Williams turned 18, a family friend informed him of the adoption and took him to 

meet his biological mother and half-siblings (who leaved nearby in South Carolina).  He said that 

his mother tried to embrace him, which he disliked: “I didn’t feel a connection to her,” he said.  

He also met his maternal half-brothers, all of whom had been raised by their mother.  Mr. 

Williams said that he later resided with his mother for about one year when he was 19, but that 

he never developed a close relationship with her or his brothers. 

 

Educational History 
Mr. Williams reported that he progressed through school at the prescribed pace without a history 

of significant learning problems or special education services.  He said that he liked elementary 

school “alright” but never felt particularly engaged with the academic or social elements of 

school: “Part of me felt distant, like I was going through the motions,” he said.  He reported that, 
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by the time they returned from Savannah and he was in the 9
th

 grade, he was no longer interested 

in school at all and began skipping regularly (“I went in the front door and out the back,” he 

said).  He could not recall particular grades he received, but speculated that his elementary 

school grades were “ok” and that his high school grades were “probably bad.”  Regarding school 

behavior, Mr. Williams reported no history of suspension or expulsion, but indicated that he 

frequently skipped school. Mr. Williams said that he dropped out during the 12
th

 grade.
1
 

 

Despite his general apathy about school, Mr. Williams reported that he had a longstanding 

interest, dating to childhood, of becoming an architect.  He said that he enjoyed sketching and 

drawing and perceived that he was reasonably talented in this area.  Mr. Williams indicated that, 

after leaving high school, he earned a scholarship to a university in Texas.  He explained that he 

responded to television advertisement for a drawing school, submitted his drawings, and received 

a scholarship but never attended.  

 

Mr. Williams reported that he resumed his education in prison, first taking engineering classes 

for his associate’s degree for approximately three years.  He reported that he did well in these 

classes and felt satisfied with his progress (“That was the only time in my life I was happy,” he 

reflected).  He said that when the program learned he had neither a high school diploma nor 

GED, they made him stop taking classes until he earned his GED.  He indicated that he studied 

only briefly for the exams, failed them the first time, and passed them the second time—earning 

his GED in 2003 or 2004.  He reported that he never resumed taking classes for his associate’s 

degree. 

 

Employment History 
Mr. Williams reported a work history consisting largely of short-term employment.  He said that 

he worked on his adoptive parents’ farm during childhood, plowing fields, seeding, planting, and 

harvesting.  He reported that, after leaving school, he traveled with a carnival for about one year.  

He indicated that he drove one of the buses and was responsible for setting up, cleaning, and 

general maintenance.  Once in North Carolina, he worked in construction and remodeling, but 

said his work was inconsistent.
2
  

 

Mr. Williams also reported that he was briefly in the National Guard during his 20s but never 

went to training or completed any duties because he was “getting into trouble” (described further 

in Legal History, below).  He indicated that he received an honorable discharge. 

 

                                                           
1
 Notably, this is different than what he reported at his sentencing hearing in Ms. Bryson’s case. 

Specifically, during cross-examination he said that he and his brother graduated from high school one 

year early and finished “higher in their classes than anybody.” 
 
2
 Again, this is different than what he reportedly told mental health professionals in the 1980s.  During 

Mr. Williams’s sentencing hearing in July 1987, Dr. Rose testified that Mr. Williams had reported that he 

ran a construction company of over 100 people, had “endless job offers,” and worked as a professional 

fighter while doing construction work. 
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Once in prison on his current charges, Mr. Williams reported that he worked at the prison 

hospital for a couple of years.
3
  He indicated that he worked on a unit with terminal patients 

doing janitorial work, and came to enjoy his time with patients. He said, “I felt useful.” He 

reported that he walked off the job after one his managers was “cruel” about having to bathe a 

patient. Since then, Mr. Williams has reportedly worked as a janitor. 

 

Relationship History 

Mr. Williams reported that his first serious relationship began when he was 25 years old; he 

characterized all of his earlier relationships as “flings.” That year, he began dating a woman that 

he met through a friend at work. He said that they dated for about two years, and that the 

relationship ended because he “didn’t have that family feeling” and was “missing a connection” 

with her. 

 

His next significant relationship lasted about one year. He reported that she did not drink and, 

therefore, his heavy alcohol consumption (described in further detail below) stressed their 

relationship.  Similar to his first relationship, he said that this one also “felt right at the start” but 

as it progressed he felt that their connection was not what it should be.  Mr. Williams reported 

that his girlfriend had a son shortly after they ended their relationship.  He said that he was 

initially adamant that the child could not be his because the child’s skin was lighter, but has 

come to realize now the child could nevertheless be his biological son. 

 

Mr. Williams reported that his final significant relationship prior to coming to prison was with 

Mattie Mae Davis, his romantic partner at the time of his arrest in 1986.  He indicated that they 

“did alright” together at first, but that they “just couldn’t get settled in” over time. He reported 

that they were together for about one year until he went to prison for about two years (around 

1983-1985).  They reportedly resumed their relationship for about one year after he was released 

until he was arrested on his current charges. Mr. Williams said that they both drank heavily, and 

characterized their relationship as having several “ups and downs”—patterns of heated 

arguments followed by reconciling. 

 

Mr. Williams reported that he has been in a relationship with his fiancée for about 4½ years. He 

explained that they met through his bunkmate.  He summarized his current relationship in the 

following way: “It has everything in it I’ve ever wanted. She’s very sweet, and we seem to be on 

the same page. We can talk about everything, nothing’s off limits.”  

 

Medical History 

Mr. Williams reported that he was generally healthy throughout childhood and adolescence. He 

said that he was diagnosed with Lupus in the 1980s while he was in prison, and has “heart 

problems” for which he gives himself a Lovenox injection (i.e., a blood thinner) daily. He said 

that he began taking medication after he was hospitalized for blood clots while in prison.  His 

surgical history reportedly involves varicose vein surgery and surgery to correct “hammer toes” 

(both in prison).  He reported no history of head injuries, losses of consciousness, or seizures. 

  

 
                                                           
3
 This is consistent with North Carolina Department of Corrections mental health records, which 

reference his work in the prison hospital. 
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Psychiatric History 

When queried about mental health symptoms, Mr. Williams reported periods of low mood dating 

back to adolescence. When asked to describe these periods he said,  

 

There were periods where I felt out of place.  Part of me wants to attach myself to 

someone and part of me wants to stay in the distance. At times I try to fit in but it leads to 

trouble—starts off good and goes sour.  So, I create things to fill in the void. 

 

Mr. Williams said that he never sought treatment in the community because he “figured [he] 

could fix it [him]self.”  Thus, the first time he was seen by a mental health professional was 

during his first prison term around age 19.  He reported that he was diagnosed with “paranoid 

schizophrenia” but did not know why and did not recall whether he received treatment (i.e., 

medication or therapy).  He said that, during subsequent prison terms he was diagnosed with 

depression and treated with Sinequan (i.e., an antidepressant).  When queried about suicidal 

thoughts or actions, Mr. Williams reported that he attempted suicide once in jail by ingesting 

soap, consistent with the testimony of Dr. Rose, a psychiatrist from the Department of 

Corrections. 

 

Early records from North Carolina Department of Corrections (around 1987-1989) indicate that 

Mr. Williams often carried a diagnosis of depression and was prescribed Sinequan.  In the fall of 

1989, Mr. Williams also reported increased anxiety and paranoid and specifically requested 

Navane,
4
 an antipsychotic medication, which he received.  In the late 1980s, his diagnosis of 

depression also periodically carried the modifier “with possible psychotic features” or “with 

psychotic features,” though none of the records document any symptoms of psychosis.
5
   

 

Mental health records also consistently document diagnoses and symptoms of personality 

disorders.
6
 For instance, a July 1986 competence evaluation from Dorothea Dix Hospital 

diagnosed Mr. Williams with a “mixed personality disorder with antisocial, depressive, and 

histrionic
7
 features.”  His early correctional records consistently indicate that he has “mixed 

                                                           
4
 The fact that Mr. Williams specifically requested this medication suggests he had been prescribed it 

before.  Given that Navane is an antipsychotic medication, it is possible that he was prescribed it during 

his first prison term after being diagnosed with schizophrenia. 

 
5
 Psychosis is a condition characterized by a loss of contact with reality.  Typically, psychosis 

involves hallucinations (i.e., false sensory experiences, such as hearing voices that do not exist in reality) 

and/or delusions (i.e., fixed, false beliefs that persist despite evidence to the contrary), and/or grossly 

disorganized behavior.  Psychotic symptoms, are an integral part of thought disorders such as 

schizophrenia, but may also be associated with mood disorders, as well as delirium, drug intoxication, or 

medication side effects.  

6
 According to the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders—Fifth Edition (DSM-5), 

personality disorders are defined as “[A]n enduring pattern of inner experience and behavior that deviates 

markedly from the expectations of the individual’s culture, is pervasive and inflexible, has an onset in 

adolescence or early adulthood, is stable over time, and leads to distress or impairment” (p. 645). 

 
7
 Histrionic personality disorder is characterized by pervasive and excessive displays of emotion and 

attention-seeking behavior. 
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personality disorder with antisocial and borderline
8
 traits.”  Consistent with these personality 

disorders—particularly borderline personality disorder—providers documented Mr. Williams’s 

occasional threats of suicide and self-harm (e.g., threatening to cut off his toes), seeking help for 

mental health crises at the emergency room, bouts of impulsive anger (e.g., walking off a job, 

cursing at officers), efforts at “manipulation” (e.g., demanding specific assistance from mental 

health providers and leaving abruptly when it was not provided), abrupt changes in mood.  Many 

of his behaviors (or threats) had a self-destructive quality, such as threatening to go on a hunger 

strike and writing to the Governor requesting a death sentence. 

 

A psychologist and psychiatrist who evaluated Mr. Williams testified at his sentencing hearing in 

July 1987.  In discussing Mr. Williams’s performance on personality testing, the psychologist, 

Dr. Warren, made the following observations: 

 With respect to Mr. Williams’s responses on the Rorschach Inkblot test: 

o Mr. Williams’s responses were “indicative of a very unusual way of relating to 

the world.”
9
 

o When Mr. Williams attempted to describe what he saw in the Rorschach cards, 

he would “try to make some sense out of it and the more he talked, the less sense 

it made sometimes…[after a break he] could pull it together a little bit better. But 

again, the phenomena of the more he talked the more trouble he got into in terms 

of his thinking was present.”
10

 

o His responses were “not out of touch with reality.  He started with a piece of 

reality; but then the more he talked the—the further afield it got…”
11

 

o Mr. Williams’s responses were characteristic of someone who “responds quickly, 

who acts before they think.”
12

 

 With respect to Mr. Williams pattern of responding on the MMPI-2:  

o Mr. William’s responses suggest an “unusual thinking style, this unusual way of 

putting together the world, not in the way of schizophrenic illness but in the way 

of a thinking disturbance, a cognitive misunderstanding of the world.”
13

 

 During periods of stress Mr. Williams is likely to “act impulsively and do things without 

thinking about them.”
14

 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
 
8
 Borderline personality disorder is characterized by longstanding problems with instability in self-image, 

relationships, intense fear of abandonment, emotional dysregulation, and self-harming/reckless, impulsive 

behavior.  

9
 Trial transcript, p. 520. 

 
10

 Id. at 521. 

 
11

 Id. at 522-523. 
 
12

 Id. at 523. 

 
13

 Id. at 526. 

 
14

 Id. at 527. 
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Dr. Rose also testified at Mr. Williams’s sentencing hearing, and offered the following 

observations: 

 Mr. Williams had been seen by five or six psychiatrists through Department of 

Corrections, “they all agreed he was very depressed.”
15

 

 Mr. Williams attempted suicide once in jail by ingesting powder soap.  

 Dr. Rose characterized Mr. Williams’s testimony (at the hearing) as “He ran from one 

thing to another in an endless series of events that are almost untraceable,” which was 

consistent with his interview of the defendant – “much of it seemed to be fantasy and 

there’s a lot of difficulty differentiating fantasy from reality.”
16

   

 He noted that Mr. Williams’s description of his employment history was grandiose and 

unrealistic. 

 He summarized Mr. Williams’s thinking as: “[I]t’s so screwy you can’t quite get a handle 

on it.  It’s not crazy, he’s never appeared or been seen as schizophrenic crazy, his 

thinking is just weird…. It’s a borderline kind of thinking.  It’s—it’s a confusion of 

fantasy and reality.  It’s—it’s a distortion of what will and won’t work…”
17

 

 

Mr. Williams was quick to describe himself as impulsive as an adolescent and young(er) adult. 

He also described himself as “driven by [his] feelings,” particularly anger and frustration. He 

reported feeling uncomfortable around people and boasting—pretending he knew facts or how to 

do things he did not actually know—to gain acceptance.  He reported, for instance, that for 

several years he told people that he was in the military because he thought people might accept 

or look up to him if he had that background.  He indicated that people who knew him at the time 

might say that he “try to put [him]self at the center of things” when he should not, and he 

acknowledged wanting to be the center of attention at times.  He said, “I was trying to find my 

place, but I just felt out of place.”  

 

Mr. Williams reported that he continues to feel uncomfortable around others, and generally 

attempts to avoid much social interaction other than visits with his fiancée.  He also reported 

ongoing difficulties with anxiety and depression.  He indicated that he currently sees a 

psychologist approximately once a month for counseling, and is prescribed Zoloft for depression 

and anxiety.  His most recent mental health records (2017-2018) document a diagnosis of Major 

Depressive Disorder and treatment with monthly therapy and Zoloft. 

 

Substance Use History 

Mr. Williams reported a history of alcohol use—including periods of heavy alcohol use—but no 

use of illegal drugs.  He indicated that he first consumed alcohol around age 14.  He said that, 

during his teenage years, he would drink with his cousin on the weekends.  He reported that his 

drinking increased after he met his biological mother, but that he generally consumed “a couple 

beers” each week.  He estimated that he was in his 20s the first time he was ever intoxicated.   

                                                           
15

 Id. at 546. 

 
16

 Id. at 545. 

 
17

 Id. at 549. 
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His drinking increased significantly when he settled near Winston-Salem.  He said that, 

beginning in 1981 or 1982, he began drinking nearly every day.  Eventually, he was consuming 

alcohol daily: “I’d wake up and start drinking, and drink until about 9 pm,” he said.  He reported 

no periods of sobriety other than during periods of incarceration.  When queried about problems 

related to alcohol use, Mr. Williams did not report serious withdrawal symptoms such as 

seizures.  He indicated that alcohol did contribute to problems in his romantic relationships, and 

that one of his relationships ended due to his heavy alcohol consumption and unwillingness to 

stop. 

 

Mr. Williams reported no use of illegal drugs, including marijuana, cocaine, heroin, 

methamphetamine, hallucinogens, or prescription drugs.  He said that he “had no desire” to use 

them. 

  

Legal History 
Mr. Williams reported that he was first arrested as a juvenile for breaking and entering with his 

cousin. He estimated that he was arrested and charged on two occasions. Mr. Williams said that, 

as an adult, was arrested for “blowing a building up” after there was an explosion at the mill 

where he worked. He explained that he currently has no memories of doing anything to the 

building, but recalled that at least one witness placed him at the scene. He reported that he 

pleaded guilty and served about three years in prison.  Mr. Williams said that he was next 

charged in the early 1980s in connection with a house fire. He explained that he and a girlfriend 

were renting a home and doing home improvements so that they could live there, but was 

adamant that he did not start or set a fire. He said that he nevertheless pleaded guilty to burning 

an uninhabited house and served about two years in prison. 

 

According to the trial record in Blanche Bryson’s case, Mr. Williams was also convicted of 

forgery in South Carolina and convicted of escape while at a work release program. 

 

Account of Statements to Police in Arthur Wilson and Blanche Bryson Cases 

Mr. Williams began his account by saying, “It starts with Mary Smith”
18

 and his involvement in 

her death.  He summarized his rationale in making statements to police about the Arthur Wilson 

case this way: 

 

I made up in my mind: I wouldn’t let what happened to Darryl Hunt [in the Sykes case] 

happen to me.  My thinking was, I can get out from up under it and tell [police] about a 

murder without being involved.  But then they don’t believe me unless I’m there. 

 

He indicated that once he incriminated himself in the Arthur Wilson murder, he “just kept 

digging” by offering a statement in the Blanche Bryson murder.  He was quick to summarize his 

account of statements made to police in the Wilson and Bryson cases by blaming himself and 

emphasizing that he was not coerced by police.     

                                                           
18

 Mr. Williams was arrested in connection with Mary Smith’s death on March 19, 1986, prior to making 

statements to police about Arthur Wilson or Blanche Bryson.  Mr.  Williams indicated that he perceived 

the consequences of his involvement in Mary Smith’s death might be particularly severe because she was 

a white woman.    
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Regarding Arthur Wilson, Mr. Williams reported that he knew some details of the case from 

local news coverage and neighborhood gossip.  He learned other pieces of information through 

leading questions asked by police, he said.  For instance, he indicated that police asked him 

questions about what he and others hit the victim with (suggesting he needed to reference a 

murder weapon), whether he left the drink house with the victim (suggesting events at the drink 

house preceded the murder), and whether he saw a car with lights on him (suggesting the 

presence of a car).  He said, “They were telling me a lot, all I had to do is fill in the blanks.”  He 

reported that he elected to tell police the murder weapon was an ax handle because “it was the 

only thing in my house that we had” that could be a murder weapon.  He did not know why (or 

seem to recall) that he initially told police he had not seen the ax handle since the night of the 

offense.  When queried about the multiple statements and changing details, he recalled that 

police sometimes read part of his statement and replied, “It couldn’t happen like this” (or 

something similar), which directed him to details that needed to be changed.  He added that the 

officers were “happy, friendly” when he offered information they liked, and “tense” or “off” 

when the evidence was “not lining up.”   

 

Regarding his decision to implicate Darryl Hunt and Sammy Mitchell, he said that he knew the 

district attorney was interested in the two men.  He said, “The DA would gripe about not being 

able to get Darryl Hunt or Sammy Mitchell.  There was a stick he took from Sammy and kept—I 

saw that in an article.”
19

  He also reported that he heard rumors in the community that the two 

men were involved in Arthur Wilson’s death. 

 

Regarding other witness statements, Mr. Williams said that he and Ms. Davis were put in a room 

together for a couple of hours shortly after his first statement to police.  He said, “I told her what 

to say,” and that she “went along with it” because she was hoping that cooperating with police 

would allow her to get her children back (they had previously been removed from the home by 

Social Services).  Regarding the other two witnesses who also incriminated Sammy Mitchell and 

Darryl Hunt (Patricia Williams and Barbara Bason), Mr. Williams reported that he gave police 

the names of two women who “didn’t like Sammy.”  He summarized, “The police were so 

anxious to get the story [solved] that they allowed us to lie.” 

 

Regarding the Blanche Bryson case, Mr. Williams said, “I read an article about it in jail.  It’s a 

dumb thing I do—I stick myself in the middle of it.”  He reported that officers took him to her 

home first, and pointed out salient details—he denied that he was the one who showed these 

details to police.  Similar to the Arthur Wilson case, he indicated that he knew some details from 

news coverage and neighborhood conversations, and learned other information through leading 

questions and seeing the crime scene.  Other than Sammy Mitchell (who he knew the district 

attorney was interested in) and Terry Smith (who was potentially connected to the victim’s son), 

he reported making up the names of other accomplices based on nicknames he had previously 

heard or the names of people he knew earlier in life.  

 

 

                                                           
19

 There is recent email communication between NCIIC and Ken Tisdale, who recorded the responses of 

his father, District Attorney Tisdale, to NCIIC queries.  This email indicates that D.A. Tisdale kept a stick 

Mitchell allegedly used in a prior crime until he left the District Attorney’s office.  
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CURRENT CLINICAL STATUS 

 

Mental Status and Behavioral Observations 

When I met with Mr. Williams, he presented as an adequately groomed man of medium build 

dressed in standard prison attire.  He arrived with a rudimentary understanding of my role and 

the purpose of the evaluation.  After he was provided a more detailed account, he expressed an 

accurate understanding of the evaluation parameters, and he agreed to proceed with the 

interview. 

 

Mr. Williams was consistently responsive to questions and engaged easily in conversation.  His 

statements were always clear, logical, and understandable.  He answered questions in adequate 

depth and detail, and rarely digressed from the topics at hand or provided tangential information.   

 

Regarding traditional indicators of mental status, there was no point at which he reported or 

demonstrated signs or symptoms of a psychotic disorder.  For example, there was neither 

evidence nor report of delusions, hallucinations, or grossly disorganized behavior.  He did, 

however, present with symptoms of depression, including self-reported low mood and poor 

sleep.  His affect, or overall emotional tone, was generally somber and solemn.  He described 

persistent frustration with himself and general pessimism about his life and the future.  He also 

reported longstanding anxiety—particularly brought about by social interactions—and some 

more recent, reasonable stress over his upcoming NCIIC hearing.  Overall, the range of his 

emotional expression was somewhat restricted, though he did occasionally smile or laugh in a 

manner that was congruent with the topic of conversation.  

 

Interpersonally, Mr. Williams came across as quiet, open, and thoughtful.  He sat forward in his 

chair but did not make direct eye contact much of the time, instead directing his gaze off to the 

side.  Due to the depth and detail of his responses, as well as other indicators of engagement in 

the interviews (e.g., vocal tone, pleasant interpersonal style), he did not appear disengaged or 

uncooperative because of his limited eye contact.  Instead, he came across as modest and 

somewhat reserved.  Further, although he openly described antisocial behaviors (e.g., past 

offenses, alcohol abuse), his interpersonal style did not reflect the manipulative, evasive, or 

domineering approach typical of men with antisocial personality disorder.  Nor did he 

demonstrate the style, common among some defendants, of denying responsibility for actions or 

blaming others.  In fact, his tone often came across as thoughtful or reflective, such as when he 

critiqued some of his past behaviors.  Although it is impossible to gauge the veracity of all his 

statements, Mr. Williams generally came across as straightforward and candid, in that the 

information he provided was generally consistent with collateral sources, and he sometimes 

placed himself in a negative light even when collateral information would not have done so.  

 

Psychological Testing  

 

Effort 

Mr. Williams completed the ACS Word Choice subtest, a widely-accepted measure of effort in 

the context of cognitive testing.  I also calculated an embedded measure of effort from his 

performance on a WAIS-IV subtest (i.e., Reliable Digit Span).  His performance indicates that he 
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put forth adequate effort on testing such that results below are a likely to be a reasonable 

estimate of his actual cognitive abilities. 

 

Cognitive Abilities  

Mr. Williams completed the Wechsler Adult Intelligence Scale-Fourth Edition (WAIS-IV), an 

individually administered measure of cognitive abilities.  The WAISI-IV contains four subscales 

assessing: verbal comprehension, perceptual (i.e., visuospatial) reasoning, working memory, and 

processing speed.  His scores across each of these subscales were relatively even, suggesting that 

his overall Full Scale IQ (FSIQ) score is a meaningful global estimate of his intellectual 

abilities.
20

  Mr. Williams’s FSIQ was 88 (21
st
 percentile), which places him at the upper end of 

the low average range.  Put another way, 79% of same-aged peers would be expected to score 

higher than Mr. Williams.  Mr. Williams’s WAIS-IV index scores are summarized in the table 

below:    

 

Index Score Percentile 

Full Scale IQ 88 21
st
  

Verbal Comprehension  85 16
th

  

Perceptual Reasoning  90 25
th

  

Working Memory  92 30
th

  

Processing Speed  97 42
nd

  

 

 

As shown in the table, Mr. Williams’s verbal abilities are a relative weakness.  His performance 

on the Vocabulary subtest was in the low average range.  He performed better (in the average 

range) on the Similarities subtest, which measures verbal abstraction by asking the examinee to 

describe how two words are alike.  His general fund of information was very weak and fell in the 

borderline range.   

 

Mr. Williams received somewhat higher scores on the perceptual subtests.  He demonstrated 

average performance on a hands-on, timed measure of block assembly assessing visual-

construction abilities (Block Design) and on a timed, abstract visual-spatial analysis task that 

required him to select three response options to reconstruct a given puzzle (Visual Puzzles).  

However, his performance on an untimed visual reasoning task (Matrix Reasoning) was in the 

borderline range.  Collectively, Mr. Williams’s perceptual reasoning abilities placed him in the 

25th percentile relative to same aged peers.   

 

Mr. Williams performed in the average range on tasks assessing his working memory, these tasks 

required him to recall digits in forward, backward, and sequential order (Digit Span) and mental 

arithmetic (Arithmetic).   Similarly, he performed in the average range on two processing speed 

tasks, one that required visual scanning/attention (Symbol Search) and graphomotor speed 

(Coding).  

 

                                                           
20

 When there is significant variance across the four index scores (i.e., more than 23 points in between the 

highest and lowest scores), the FSIQ may not be a valid summary indicator of an individual’s intellectual 

abilities. 
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Collectively, these results indicate: (1) below average cognitive abilities, (2) relative weaknesses 

in verbal abilities—particularly his fund of information—and perceptual reasoning tasks (i.e., 

those that require problem-solving rather than constructional abilities), and (3) relative strengths 

in visual-constructional abilities, short-term memory, and processing speed. 

 

His IQ results are generally consistent with those reported in his records.  Correctional records 

indicate that he received a FSIQ of 86 (similarly placing him in the low average range).  

However, his performance on testing did not yield a large difference between subtests like the 

one referenced in Dr. Warren’s November 1986 affidavit. 

 

Personality and Psychopathology  

I administered a broad inventory of personality and psychological symptoms as a supplement to 

clinical interview in order to formally and efficiently screen for symptoms in a manner that 

allows me to compare Mr. Williams’s responses to those from a large normative sample of 

people.  This type of testing also has the important benefit of validity scales (i.e., items subtly 

embedded in tests that together yield scores that shed light on the examinee’s approach to 

testing).  Given these features, psychological testing is an efficient way to systematically explore 

the nature and severity of psychiatric symptoms, personality patterns, and other clinical 

concerns.   

 

The Personality Assessment Inventory (PAI) is a 344-item self-report measure that yields a 

profile of scores describing psychological symptoms, emotional distress, and related clinical 

information.  Mr. Williams completed the questionnaire at an average pace (i.e., approximately 

45 minutes) and appeared attentive while doing so.  The PAI includes validity scales designed to 

ascertain the respondent’s approach to testing.  Mr. Williams’s response pattern suggests that he 

consistently and appropriately attended to item content and was not defensive or motivated to 

portray himself as free of common shortcomings.  His responses did raise the possibility of 

exaggeration of symptoms, though this particular scale can also be elevated when the test-taker 

has an extremely negative evaluation of himself.  Indices that are more sensitive to malingering 

specifically (i.e., deliberate exaggeration) were not elevated.  Thus, evidence indicates that he 

was not malingering, and his results are interpretable with the caveat that that they may 

overestimate the severity of his symptoms.  They are, however, likely to be an accurate reflection 

of how Mr. Williams perceives himself (i.e., he may see himself as more impaired or distressed 

than others see him). 

 

Mr. Williams’s pattern of responding produced significant elevations across a number of scales, 

most prominently: Anxiety-Related Distress, Anxiety, Borderline Features, Depression, and 

Schizophrenia.  His overall pattern of responding suggests someone who is uncomfortable, 

impulsive, angry, and feels highly distressed.  Individuals with similar profiles often have 

difficulty with interpersonal relationships; they often feel betrayed, abandoned, or rejected by 

other individuals.  This can lead to a pattern of ambivalence about relationships in which the 

individual feels bitterness and resentment as well as dependency and anxiety about possible 

rejection. 

 

Mr. Williams reported a significant degree of anxiety as well as maladaptive behaviors designed 

to control or manage his anxiety.  He likely monitors his environment in a vigilant fashion to 



Re: Merritt Drayton Williams 

Page 13 of 38 

 

avoid contact with anxiety-inducing situations.  Based on his responses, he has also likely 

experienced a disturbing traumatic event (or events) that continues to distress him. 

 

The elevation on the borderline features scale suggests that he is uncertain about major life 

issues and feels little sense of purpose or direction.  His uncertainty likely extends to 

interpersonal relationships, and he is likely preoccupied by fears of being abandoned or rejected.  

He also reported significant symptoms of depression, consistent with his longstanding diagnosis.  

He likely experiences pessimism, low self-esteem, feeling of sadness, and loss of interest in 

pleasurable activities. 

 

Finally, the elevation on the schizophrenia scale was driven by an elevation on the social 

detachment subscale (as opposed to Mr. Williams endorsing more florid psychotic experiences 

like hallucinations or delusions); thus his testing results do not suggest he meets diagnostic 

criteria for schizophrenia or a similar disorder.  His responses suggest that he sees himself as a 

socially isolated individual with few close relationships.  It is possible that his isolation is a way 

of avoiding the discomfort that close relationships elicit. 

 

In sum, Mr. Williams’s testing results are consistent with the mental health history he reported 

and the details documented in available records.  He has significant symptoms of depression and 

anxiety, and an interpersonal style marked by impulsivity, diminished sense of self, social 

detachment, and ambivalence about interpersonal relationships. 

 

Clinical Impressions 
Records, interview, and psychological testing collectively indicate that Mr. Williams has a 

longstanding history of depression and personality disorder.  Regarding depression, there is 

evidence and report of persistent low mood, thoughts of suicide and one suicide attempt, 

difficulty sleeping, and general pessimism about his life and his future.  

 

The signs of personality disorder he has shown over the years all fall within the same “family” of 

disorders that encompass antisocial, borderline, narcissistic, and histrionic personality disorders.   

Specifically, individuals with this cluster of personality traits are known for being dramatic and 

erratic.  The most prominent symptoms in Mr. Williams are those of borderline personality 

disorder.
21

  His impulsivity, history of unstable relationships, feelings of emptiness and 

                                                           
21

 Formally, according to the DSM-5, the diagnostic criteria for borderline personality disorder includes: 

A pervasive pattern of instability of interpersonal relationships, self-image, and affects, and marked 

impulsivity, beginning by early adulthood and present in a variety of contexts, as indicated by five (or 

more) of the following: 

1. Frantic efforts to avoid real or imagined abandonment. (Note: do not include suicidal or self-

mutilating behavior covered in Criterion 5.) 

2. A pattern of unstable and intense interpersonal relationships characterized by alternating between 

extremes of idealization and devaluation. 

3. Identity disturbances: markedly and persistently unstable self-image or sense of self. 

4. Impulsivity in at least two areas that are potentially self-damaging (e.g., spending, sex, substance 

use, reckless driving, binge eating). (Note: do not include suicidal or self-mutilating behavior 

covered in Criterion 5.) 
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detachment from others, and reactive mood are all characteristic of this disorder.  Of course, he 

also has symptoms of antisocial personality disorder based on his criminal history and 

underlying behaviors, and features that substantially overlap with borderline personality disorder 

(e.g., impulsivity, irritability).  Some of his behaviors could be characterized as attention-seeking 

(e.g., threats of self-harm), and his self-reported desire to be the center of attention suggest 

features of histrionic personality disorder.  Finally, his grandiose claims (e.g., of his educational 

and employment history documented in his sentencing hearing) are a feature of narcissistic 

personality disorder. 

 

Based on mental health records and transcripts of Mr. Williams’s statements from his probable 

cause and sentencing hearings, there is evidence of impulsivity, quickly changing emotions, 

intense anger, and some disorganization in his speech.  Consistent with impressions of Dr. 

Warren and Dr. Rose (articulated at Mr. Williams’s sentencing hearing), Mr. Williams’s 

difficulty organizing his thoughts and communicating them to others did not rise to the level of a 

psychotic disorder, but was nevertheless a feature of his presentation.   

 

Not surprisingly, Mr. Williams’s symptoms of personality disorders were much more 

pronounced in the late 1980s than they are today.  During the present evaluation, Mr. Williams 

appeared generally measured, thoughtful, and reflective.  While he described feeling impulsive 

and a desire to be the center of attention when he was younger (consistent with certain records), 

those qualities are no longer prominent.  The evolution of Mr. Williams’s symptoms over time is 

generally consistent with the course of personality disorders.  In general, individuals with 

personality disorders tend to improve with age.  For instance, in the “Development and Course” 

section on Borderline Personality Disorder, the DSM-5 states: 

 

The impairment from the disorder and the risk of suicide are greatest in the young-adult 

years and gradually wane with advancing age.  Although the tendency toward intense 

emotions, impulsivity, and intensity in relationships is often lifelong….[d]uring their 30s 

and 40s, the majority of individuals with this disorder attain greater stability in their 

relationships and vocational functioning.
22

 

  

Finally, there is consistent evidence that Mr. Williams’s IQ falls in the low average range.  

Though his intellectual functioning is substantially higher than a person with Intellectual 

Disability (formerly called mental retardation), it is nevertheless lower than a substantial 

majority of the population.  An IQ in this range suggests that his reasoning and problem solving 

abilities are limited compared to the abilities of an individual with average intelligence. 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
5. Recurrent suicidal behavior, gestures, or threats or self-mutilating behavior. 

6. Affective instability due to marked reactivity of mood (e.g., intense episodic dysphoria, 

irritability, or anxiety usually lasting a few hours and only rarely more than a few days). 

7. Chronic feelings of emptiness. 

8. Inappropriate, intense anger or difficulty controlling anger (e.g., frequent displays of temper, 

constant anger, recurrent physical fights). 

9. Transient, stress-related paranoid ideation or severe dissociative symptoms. 

 
22

 DSM-5, p. 665. 
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OVERVIEW OF FALSE CONFESSION RESEARCH 

 

Over the past few decades, the knowledge base regarding unreliable and false confessions has 

expanded dramatically.  Since the first wrongfully convicted person was exonerated by DNA 

testing in 1989, the Innocence Project has reported more than 300 post-conviction DNA 

exonerations.  Research reveals false confessions were a contributing factor in more than 25% of 

these cases.
23 

 Of course, DNA evidence is not available in most criminal cases, and other 

methods have revealed the presence of false confessions in non-DNA cases,
24

 so authorities 

conclude that known false confessions “most surely represent the tip of an iceberg.”
25

 

 

The well-documented DNA exonerations have prompted rigorous programs of research in the 

social sciences, particularly in the psychological sciences.
26

  This voluminous literature not only 

documents the presence of false confessions, but also documents commonalities in known false 

confessions.  Specifically, this widely accepted research literature documents the situational 

characteristics, suspect characteristics, interrogation tactics, and related features that tend to 

occur in known false confessions.  In 2010, the volume, consistency, and implications of this 

research were sufficient for the American Psychology-Law Society (Division 41 of the American 

Psychological Association) to sponsor and approve a scientific consensus paper addressing 

police interrogations and confessions.
27

  Such consensus papers are rare and issued only in 

situations in which there is an ample body of rigorous research that justifies formally 

                                                           
23

 Garrett, B. (2011). Convicting the innocent: Where criminal prosecutions go wrong. Cambridge, MA: 

Harvard University Press. 

 
24

 See, e.g., Drizin, S. A., & Leo, R. A. (2004). The problem of false confessions in the post-DNA world. 

North Carolina Law Review, 82, 891-1008. 

 
25 

Kassin, S.M., Drizin, S., Grisso, T., Gudjonsson, G., Leo, R.A., & Redlich, A. D. (2010). APLS 

Approved White Paper: Police-induced confessions: Risk factors and recommendations. Law and Human 

Behavior, 34, 3-38.  

 
26 

See, e.g., research summaries such as:  

Drizin, S. A., & Leo, R. A. (2004). The problem of false confessions in the post-DNA world. North 

Carolina Law Review, 82, 891-1008. 

Garrett, B. (2011). Convicting the innocent: Where criminal prosecutions go wrong. Cambridge, MA: 

Harvard University Press. 

Kassin, S.M., Drizin, S., Grisso, T., Gudjonsson, G., Leo, R.A., & Redlich, A. D. (2010). APLS 

Approved White Paper: Police-induced confessions: Risk factors and recommendations. Law and 

Human Behavior, 34, 3-38. 

Leo, R. A. (2008). Police interrogation and American justice. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University 

Press. 
 

27 
Kassin, S.M., Drizin, S., Grisso, T., Gudjonsson, G., Leo, R.A., & Redlich, A. D. (2010). APLS 

Approved White Paper: Police-induced confessions: Risk factors and recommendations. Law and Human 

Behavior, 34, 3-38. 
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summarizing the research and presenting clear, agreed-upon implications and recommendations 

for practice and policy.   

 

A typology of false confessions has emerged through this research: (1) voluntary false 

confessions, in which individuals claim responsibility for a crime without pressure from police, 

(2) compliant false confessions, in which individuals are induced through interrogation to 

confess to a crime they did not commit, and (3) internalized false confessions, in which 

individuals come to believe they have committed the crime in question.  There is less research on 

voluntary false confessions—which are often recognized as false—and more focus on the risk 

factors associated with the latter two types, which are sometimes conceptualized as “police-

induced” false confessions. 

 

Psychological research has revealed that a number of characteristics are associated with false 

confessions.  Some of the most influential and consistent findings in false-confession research 

involve the situational (i.e., associated with the interrogation itself and interrogation techniques) 

and dispositional (i.e., associated with the suspect) factors underlying false confessions.  

Contamination explains how false confessions often contain rich and detailed information.  

Finally, the information sought out and analyzed by law enforcement is subject to confirmation 

bias, which can undermine investigative judgment and decision-making.  Confirmation bias both 

contributes to the processes that elicit false confessions and prevents them from being recognized 

as such. 

 

Situational Risk Factors  

 

Physical Custody and Isolation  

Researchers have identified a meaningful relationship between false confessions and 

characteristics of custody and isolation.  One of the primary issues related to this risk factor is 

length of the interrogation.  Lengthy interrogations are problematic because periods of extended 

stress and physical custody can exacerbate already ingrained tendencies to comply or agree with 

individuals in authority.   

 

Interrogation Strategies  

The interrogation process and specific interrogation strategies have been empirically linked to 

false confessions.  Generally, law enforcement officers use a combination of strategies that 

maximize the severity of the suspect’s situation (e.g., formally accusing him of the crime, 

bolstering accusations with evidence, refusing to accept denials) and minimize the suspect’s 

culpability (e.g., sympathizing with the suspect or offering justification for the suspect’s 

behavior, proposing the suspect confess to a milder version of the crime or a lesser crime).
28

  

Much of the false confession research has focused on presentations of false evidence (a 

maximization strategy) and minimization broadly.   

                                                           

28
 These techniques are documented in observational studies and surveys of police officers.  See, e.g., 

Feld, B. (2006).  Police interrogations of juveniles: An empirical study of policy and practice.  Journal of 

Criminal Law and Criminology, 97, 219-316; Kassin, S. et al (2007) ;
 
Leo, R. A. (1996).  Inside the 

interrogation room.  Journal of Criminal Law and Criminology, 86, 266-303. 
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Problems associated with presentations of false evidence are drawn from known cases of false 

confessions and laboratory studies.  Williams studies, the theme that has emerged is that suspects 

presented with false evidence feel “trapped by the weight of the evidence,”
29

 and offer a false 

confession because they do not perceive a feasible alternative course of action.   

Minimization, which is often facilitated by “theme development,” or “a process of providing 

moral justification or face-saving excuses, making confession seem like an expedient means of 

escape,”
30

 is often present in known false confession cases and has been shown to increase the 

rate of false confessions in laboratory studies.
31

  From a psychological perspective, minimization 

capitalizes on principles of positive reinforcement (i.e., rewarding suspects for offering 

incriminating information) and pragmatic implication (i.e., suspects processing information 

“between the lines” and inferring leniency despite the lack of an explicit promise).
32

   

Dispositional Risk Factors 
Broadly speaking, the primary dispositional risk factors for false confessions include adolescence 

and immaturity, cognitive and intellectual disabilities, and personality and psychopathology.   

 

Adolescence and Immaturity 

Youthfulness, in and of itself, increases the risk of false and unreliable statements. Data show 

that juveniles are over-represented in the population of known false confession cases.
33

 Decades 

of well-established social science research, along with recent findings in cognitive neuroscience, 

have helped explain this phenomenon. 

 

First, certain characteristics associated with youth and immaturity create a predisposition to offer 

false, inculpatory information. Central among these is immature decision making; adolescents’ 

decisions are often impulsive and heavily biased towards immediate rewards with poor future 

orientation or consideration of long term consequences.
34

 The tendency for adolescents to make 

                                                           

29
 Kassin et al., (2010), p. 17.  Notably, these research findings counter recommendations in some 

interrogation manuals.   

30
 Kassin et al., (2010), p. 18. 

31
 See, e.g., Kassin et al., (2010); Russano, M. B., Meissner, C. A., Narchet, F. M., & Kassin, S. M.  

(2005). Investigating true and false confessions within a novel experimental paradigm.  Psychological 

Science, 16, 481-486. 

32
 Kassin et al., (2010). 

 
33

 Drizin, S. A., & Leo, R. A. (2004). The problem of false confessions in the post-DNA world. North 

Carolina Law Review, 82, 891-1008; National Registry of Exonerations (2012). Retrieved from 

http://www.law.umich.edu/special/exoneration 

34
 Albert, D. & Steinberg, L. (2011). Judgment and Decision Making in Adolescence, Journal of Research 

on Adolescence, 21, 211-224; Cauffman, E. & Steinberg, L. (2000). (Im)maturity of judgment in 

adolescence: Why adolescents may be less culpable than adults. Behavioral Sciences and the Law, 18, 

741-760; Steinberg, L. & Scott, E. (2003). Less guilty by reason of adolescence: Developmental 

immaturity, diminished responsibility, and the juvenile death penalty. American Psychologist, 58, 1009-

1018. 
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these types of decisions is enhanced by stress. Along with the social science research on 

developmental immaturity, research in cognitive neuroscience has revealed that adolescents’ 

cognitive and psychosocial deficits have a biological basis, such as under-developed and less 

active frontal lobes (an area of the brain associated with planning, problem-solving, and 

inhibiting impulsive behavior) paired with a highly active limbic system (an area of the brain 

associated with emotions and processing rewards).
35

 

 

Cognitive and Intellectual Disabilities 

Intellectual impairments, such as Intellectual Disability (formerly called Mental Retardation), 

increase the risk of obtaining unreliable statements from interrogated suspects. Individuals with 

mental impairments are overrepresented in studies of official exonerations and false confessions. 

Individuals with intellectual disabilities are at heightened risk of making false confessions for 

several reasons related to the symptoms and ramifications of symptoms on interpersonal 

functioning.  For instance, these individuals are often gullible, naïve, and acquiescent in social 

situations, which can lead to exploitation by others. 

 

Personality and Psychopathology 

Certain personality traits, such as suggestibility and compliance, have been linked to false 

confessions.
36

  Suggestibility refers to the extent to which individuals come to accept messages 

that are communicated to them.  In the context of interrogations, this manifests as giving in to 

leading questions and negative feedback.  Compliance refers to an individual’s tendency to 

acquiesce to a proposed behavior or request even if he or she does not privately agree.   
 

Mental illness also is a recognized risk factor for both true and false confessions.
37 

 Generally, 

studies have noted the relationship between mental health factors/indicators (e.g., anxiety, 

depression, psychoticism, severity of symptoms, utilization of psychiatric medications) and false 

confessions.
38

 Certain personality disorders have also been linked to false confessions.  

                                                                                                                                                                                           
 
35

 Baird, A. A. et al. (1999). Functional Magnetic Resonance Imaging of Facial Affect Recognition in 

Children and Adolescents, Journal of the American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, 38, 

195-199; Gogtay, N. et al., (2004). Dynamic Mapping of Human Cortical Development During 

Childhood Through Early Adulthood, Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 101, 8174-8179. 
 
36

 Gudjonnsson, G. (2003).  The psychology of interrogations and confessions: A handbook.  Chichester, 

England: Wiley. 

 
37 

Appelbaum, K. L. & Appelbaum, P.S. (1994).  Criminal justice-related competencies in defendants 

with mental retardation.  Journal of Psychiatry and Law, 22, 483-503; Drizin & Leo, 2004; Redlich, A. 

(2004).  Mental illness, police interrogation, and the potential for false confession.  Psychiatric Services, 

55, 19-21. 
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and Criminological Psychology, 9, 121-133; Gudjonsson, G. H., Sigurdsson, J. F., & Sigfusdottir, I. D. 

(2009). Interrogation and false confession among adolescents in seven European countries: What 
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Specifically, personality disorders that include chronic anxiety and low self-esteem (e.g., 

borderline personality disorder, dependent personality disorder) seem to have a relationship with 

false confessions because individuals with these personality structures are often compliant.
39

   

 

Contamination 

False confessions are often so compelling because they contain detailed information about the 

crime.  Indeed, when law professor Brandon Garrett examined the first 250 post-conviction DNA 

exonerations by the Innocence Project, specifically the subset of 40 cases involving false 

confessions, he found that: 

 

All but two of the forty exonerees studied told police much more than just ‘I did it.’  

Instead, police said that these innocent people gave rich, detailed, and accurate 

information about the crime, including what police described as ‘inside information’ that 

only the true culprit could have known.
40

 

 

Research into the interviews and interrogations that have led to false confessions revealed that 

interrogators sometimes reveal details of the allegations, crime, and crime scene during the 

course of questioning.  Thus, one of the reasons that false confessors can provide detailed 

information about the crime is contamination.
41

 

 

Former Washington, D.C. homicide detective James Trainum
42

 detailed a number of ways in 

which law enforcement can—often inadvertently—contaminate interrogations, including: 

 

 Leading questions 

 How investigators respond to suspect statements (e.g., questioning suspects further after 

they provide inaccurate information, accusing suspects of lying if they provide “wrong” 

information, showing approval or positive reactions when a suspect provides “correct” 

information) 

 Sharing evidence, crime scene photos, or taking suspects to the crime scene  

 Developing “themes” (i.e., rationales, justifications) for the offense that suggest 

information about the crime (e.g., faulting homeowners for leaving the windows open, 

suggesting entry was not forced and made through an open window) 

 “Just out-and-out telling the suspect what he should say” 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
(2010). Self-reported false confessions and false guilty pleas among offenders with mental illness. Law 

and Human Behavior, 34, 79-90.  
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 Gudjonsson, G. H. & Main, N. (2008).  How are personality disorder’s;  related to compliance? The 

Journal of Forensic Psychiatry and Psychology, 19, 180-190. 
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 Garrett, B. (2010).  The substance of false confessions.  Stanford Law Review, 62, 1051-1118. 
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 Leo, R. A. (2013).  Why interrogation contamination occurs.  Ohio State Journal of Criminal Law, 11, 

193-215. 
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 Trainum, J. L. (2016).  How the police generate false confessions: An inside look at the interrogation 

room.  Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield. 
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Of course, Trainum and others have noted that contamination can also come from non-police 

sources, including news coverage, “neighborhood gossips and the rumor mill.”
43

 

 

Confirmation Bias 
Another component of wrongful convictions, including false confessions, is confirmation bias.   

Confirmation bias is a well-documented psychological phenomenon that affects how individuals 

perceive information; in brief, it reflects the human tendency to only search for evidence that 

confirms existing beliefs.  A recent summary of this phenomenon states: 

 

A wealth of evidence indicates that an observer’s expectations can impact visual and 

auditory perception.  Although similar effects can be driven by motivation, confirmation 

biases are a natural and automatic feature of human cognition that can occur in the 

absence of self-interest and operate without conscious awareness.
44

 

 

Confirmation bias certainly influences criminal investigations, just as it influences any human 

endeavor.  In the context of interrogations and confessions, law enforcement can become focused 

on a particular suspect or theory of the crime and develop “tunnel vision” that affects (1) the 

information they seek out and (2) how they interpret the information they receive.  Thus, they 

may only search for evidence that incriminates a particular individual—discounting evidence 

that points to an alternate suspect—and interpret ambiguous information in a way that fits 

existing theories.  Detective Trainum summarized: 

 

Unfortunately, a major flaw exists in the way that law enforcement personnel are taught 

to conduct interrogations in that the methods taught actively encourage tunnel vision and 

confirmation bias, the conditions that cause an investigator to focus in on one theory and 

ignore or play down any evidence that might contradict that theory.
45

 

 

Confirmation bias likely contributes to contamination, discussed earlier.  Many investigators are 

trained to create “hold-back details” – those details not known to the general public that can be 

used to check the validity of confessions, witness statements, anonymous tips, informant 

information, etc.  Thus, in many cases it is likely that investigators do not intentionally reveal 

contaminating information.  Rather, they become so convinced of a suspect’s guilt that they 

inadvertently share information over the course of interrogation until the suspect’s confession 

incorporates the proper details.
46

  For instance, regarding the false confession that he elicited, 

Detective Trainum said:  
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 Trainum (2016), p. 139. 

 
44

 Kassin, S. M., Dror, I. E., Kukucka, J. (2013). The forensic confirmation bias: Problems, perspectives, 

and proposed solution.  Journal of Applied Research in Memory and Cognition, 2, 42-52.  Internal 

citations omitted. 
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 Trainum (2016), p. 99. 
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 See, e.g., Kassin et al., (2013); Leo, (2013); Trainum (2016). 
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We had fallen into a classic trap.  We believed so much in our suspect’s guilt that we 

ignored all evidence to the contrary.  To demonstrate the strength of our case, we showed 

the suspect our evidence, and unintentionally fed her details that she was able to parrot 

back to us at a later time.
47

 

 

APPLICATION OF FALSE CONFESSION RESEARCH TO MR. WILLIAMS’S CASE 

 

In Mr. Williams’s case, though extensive police records exist, there is minimal evidence of what 

happened during police conversations with Mr. Williams and other witnesses.  There are, of 

course, written statements (by Mr. Williams and others), notes from officers, and official police 

reports—but these records are quite different than recordings or transcripts of the complete 

conversations that led to these statements, notes, and reports.  The transcripts that do exist reflect 

a final narrative, which was sometimes the culmination of multiple conversations.  This was a 

common police practice particularly in the 1980s and 1990s
48

 and was employed by the Winston 

Salem Police Department in this era.
49

   Thus, these transcripts do not reflect the information 

exchanged or the statements by police that led to these final suspect and witness statements.
50

 

The absence of recordings or transcripts of these conversations means that the ability to reach 

conclusions about particular police interrogation strategies or instances of contamination is 

limited, though reasonable inferences can sometimes be made. 

 

Additionally, Mr. Williams’s alleged false confessions began as voluntary statements to police.  

As reviewed above, there is less research on voluntary false confessions because they are often 

readily identified as false.  However, based on Mr. Williams’s account—which is consistent with 

his original statements to police in the Arthur Wilson case—he intended to volunteer information 

as a witness and only implicated himself in the crimes over the course of speaking with police on 

multiple occasions.  Thus, in some respects Mr. Williams’s confessions, if they are false, are 

compliant false confessions. 

 

In the absence of information about details of police conversations and particular interrogation 

strategies, the overall reliability of Mr. Williams’s statements can still be assessed by evaluating 

(1) the consistency of his statements with other evidence and (2) the consistency of his 
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 Trainum, J. (2007, September 20).  I took a false confession—So don’t tell me it doesn’t happen! The 

California Majority Report.  Notably, Detective Trainum emphasized that the process of contamination 

would never have been revealed if the interrogation had not been video recorded. 
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 Geller, W. A. (1992).  Police videotaping of suspect interrogations and confessions: A preliminary 

examination of issues and practices (A report to the National Institute of Justice).  Washington, D.C.: US 

Department of Justice; Sullivan, T. P. (2005).  Electronic recording of custodial interrogations: 

Everybody wins.  Journal of Criminal Law and Criminology, 95, 1127-1144. 

 
49

 See depositions of Thomas Freeland, p. 43; Riley Spoon, p. 24.  It should be noted that some officers 

indicated that they recorded entire interactions (e.g., Robert Spillman, p. 45; Jeffrey Dorn, p. 10).   
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 As noted by several researchers, this practice of only recording the final confession but not the 

interrogation that preceded it make the confession appear more voluntary than it might otherwise be.  See, 

e.g., Kassin, S. M. (1997).  The psychology of confession evidence.  American Psychologist, 52, 221-233.  
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statements over time.  Each criterion is reviewed below, first with respect to the Arthur Wilson 

and then with respect to the Blanche Bryson case.  Evidence of potential contamination and 

confirmation bias is then discussed for both cases.  Finally, I address suspect-related risk factors 

that might have made Mr. Williams particularly vulnerable to offering a false confession.  

 

Reliability of Mr. Williams’s Statements 

 

Arthur Wilson Case 

Regarding the consistency of Mr. Williams’s statements with other evidence: According to police 

records, the original investigation into Mr. Wilson’s death in September of 1983 produced only a 

few important pieces of information: information from two witnesses and the autopsy report.  

Specifically, two witnesses, Linda Walser and Ronald McGee, said that they arrived at the scene 

in a car, witnessed three black men standing over the victim’s body,
51

 and chased the suspects in 

their car for a brief distance before losing sight of them and then returning to the victim.  

According to one police report, Ms. Walser also told the officer that when she and Mr. McGee 

followed the suspects, the suspects “ran into a fence and couldn’t escape” and Mr. Walser parked 

the vehicle in front of a driveway such that the three suspects had to “r[u]n up beside the car.”    

According to police reports, neither witness mentioned seeing any other cars or individuals 

(other than the three suspects and victim). 

 

In comparison, the police report documenting Mr. Williams’s April 11, 1986 statement 

references two cars; he mentioned being chased but did not clearly indicate whether he and the 

others were chased on foot or by someone in a vehicle (the report only states “The people in the 

car were chasing them”).  The transcript of Mr. Williams’s April 16, 1986 statement mentions 

only one car but states that “people got out of the car and started chasing us.”  Mr. Williams’s 

statements never include details about a fence or running by the car; in some statements he only 

reported “cut[ting] through the yard” of a house. 

 

The autopsy report on Mr. Wilson indicated that the cause of death was “blunt trauma to the right 

side of the head” and that the “wound…is consistent with a wound produced by a circular 

(round) object about one inch in diameter.”  Thus, this is generally consistent with Mr. 

Williams’s identification of an ax handle as the murder weapon (though there was never 

incontrovertible evidence that the ax handle recovered from his apartment was, indeed, the 

murder weapon
52

).  However, the examination did not yield any findings consistent with a 
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 According to the police report dated September 17, 1983 (the night of the offense) Ms. Walser and Mr. 

McGee saw the men “going through the pockets” of the victim; Ms. Walser also said that one of the men 

hit the victim with an object, but she could not identify what the object was.  According to a police report 

dated September 29, 1983, Ms. Walser observed the men “striking and hitting” the victim and Mr. McGee 

saw the men “kicking and hitting” the victim in addition to going through his pockets. 
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 According to an SBI lab report dated May 21, 1986, forensic analysis of the ax handle did not reveal 

any blood.  The only forensic evidence introduced at trial was a fiber recovered from the ax handle that 

was “consistent with” fibers from the victim’s pants.  Additionally, more recent reviews of the autopsy 

report, reported in Phoebe Zerwick’s June 13, 2004 article, indicate that the victim’s injury could have 

been the result of a fall.  
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lengthier assault, such as bruising or lacerations on any part of his body.  In comparison, Mr. 

Williams’s statements consistently indicate that Sammy Mitchell and Darryl Hunt repeatedly hit 

and kicked the victim. 

 

Mr. Williams’s statements can also be compared to other witness statements from 1986.  After 

speaking with Mr. Williams on at least three occasions, the police interviewed at least 11 other 

witnesses (i.e., Mr. Williams gave statements on April 9 and two on April 11, 1986; the first 

witnesses—other than Mattie Mae Davis—were not interviewed until April 15, 1986).  Like Mr. 

Williams, many witnesses also identified Sammy Mitchell and Darryl Hunt as present at 

Clowers’s drink house on the night in question, and some recalled conflict between Sammy 

Mitchell and the victim.
53

  Ultimately, three witnesses reported witnessing the crime: Mattie Mae 

Davis (Mr. Williams’s romantic partner), Patricia Williams, and Barbara Bason.  Ms. Davis’s 

account was largely consistent with Mr. Williams—though she reportedly never saw him strike 

or otherwise touch the victim—and she reported observing the offense from a distance of about 

six or eight feet.  Ms. Davis’s statements did not include any details about a car or other the 

women who also reported witnessing the offense. 

 

Ms. Williams reported seeing “three men jump on the victim,” according to the police report, and 

specifically identified Sammy Mitchell as hitting the victim and Darryl Hunt as kicking the 

victim; she never identified the third man.
54

  Her handwritten statement also notes that she saw 

“Sammy Mitchell hit [the victim]…all in his face and in the back of the head.”  She reportedly 

viewed the crime from Claremont Street shortly after she and Michael Eaton
55

 left the porch of 

Clowers’s drink house.  Ms. Williams’s statements did not include any details about a car or the 

other women who also reported witnessing the offense. 

 

Ms. Bason originally identified only Sammy Mitchell and Darryl Hunt (there is no reference to a 

third man) and specifically indicated that Sammy Mitchell hit the victim with an object that 

“appeared to be a brick” and that Darryl Hunt kicked the victim.  She reported viewing the 

offense from a store at the intersection of 18
th

 and Claremont streets.  In her second statement, 

she reportedly told police she was at Clowers’s “drink house” and saw Sammy Mitchell and 

Darryl Hunt leave with Mr. Williams, before observing Sammy Mitchell and Darryl Hunt assault 

the victim; she specified that the weapon was a “stick…with something black wrapped around 

it.”  She also reportedly observed the offense from Claremont Street.  Her statements did not 

include any details about a car or the other women who also reported witnessing the offense. 
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 As best I can discern, details about who left first (Sammy Mitchell and Darryl Hunt or Arthur Wilson), 

through which door the parties left, and when they left are inconsistent across statements. 
 
54

 Ms. Williams gave two statements on April 16, 1986, one from 08:58 to 09:11 and one from 18:38 to 

19:45.  The second transcription is shorter than the first (though it seemingly took much longer to record). 
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 According to Michael Eaton’s statement, he was intoxicated on the night of the offense and did not 

recall many details.  He did not indicate observing the offense take place, but rather said that he thought 

he stayed in the “drink house” the whole night. 
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Police re-interviewed Ms. Walser and Mr. McGee on April 16, 1986, after taking statements 

from Mr. Williams and some of the other witnesses.  Ms. Walser ultimately agreed with 

Detective Spillman’s statement that she would “not be able to positively identify anybody.”  Mr. 

McGee was shown three sets of photographs (presumably including Sammy Mitchell, Darryl 

Hunt, and Mr. Williams based on earlier reports) and indicated that he did not recall any of the 

individuals being at the scene of Arthur Wilson’s murder.  

 

James Ford provided a different account of the offense than Mr. Williams and the witnesses from 

Clowers’s drink house.  According to the Sykes Administrative Review Committee Report, 

District Attorney Tisdale learned that Ford had given a statement to Darryl Hunt’s private 

investigator regarding Arthur Wilson’s death.  Officers were sent to interview Ford (in a South 

Carolina prison) on September 9, 1986.  He told officers that he had observed three black men 

assault the victim on Claremont Street, and observed one of the men hit Mr. Wilson with a 

brick.
56

  After a polygraph revealed he was “lying,” officers re-questioned him and he 

acknowledged that he did not know the object with which the perpetrators struck Arthur Wilson.  

He ultimately never provided a written statement.
57

  When he was interviewed again on October 

2, 1986, James Ford indicated that he had previously given the names of the individuals involved 

to Detective Belton in 1983 (these names are not documented in police records)
58

 and said that 

he saw Arthur Wilson hit in the head with a rock.
59

  Ford went on to identify photographs of 

Richard Wright, Donald Simmons, and Chuckie Simmons as the three men involved in Arthur 

Wilson’s death.
60

  He refused to identify which of the three men had been holding the rock, and 
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 According to statements by Patricia Baldwin and Melanie Lewis, both of whom told police that they 

were with James Ford on the night of Arthur Wilson’s death, James Ford did not observe the murder.   

Notably, though, Patricia Baldwin and Melanie Lewis appeared to give conflicting accounts of Ford’s 

location on the night in question. According to Patricia Baldwin, Ford was at her home from11pm to 4am 

and never left.  According to Melanie Lewis, she and Ford were together at a liquor house on 19
th
 Street 

(which included using cocaine), and encountered the crime scene (with ambulance and police cars 

present) shortly after they left the house. 

 
57

 According to the police report, Ford’s engagement in the interview vacillated.  He initially declined to 

be polygraphed but then changed his mind, and initially provided a written statement but then “tore the 

statement up in a number of small pieces.”  See Winston Salem Police Department files, NCIIC pp. 92-

94. 
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 According to minutes from the Sykes Administrative Review Commission’s closed sessions, Larry 

Little—a member of the Darryl Hunt Defense Committee—addressed Ford’s statements as well.  Little 

reported that he had received a phone call from Ford informing him of Darryl Hunt’s innocence; Ford 

reportedly told Little that he had provided this information to police.  Little proceeded to call Detective 

Belton, who reportedly said that Ford had not provided information about the Wilson case. Little said 

that, sometime later, Detective Belton came to his home and said that Ford had given him the information 

three years earlier (presumably in 1983).  The minutes state, “He felt that some of the officers wanted to 

deal with the situation but that you do not against the fine blue line.” 
 
59

 From the police report documenting the October 2, 1983 interview with Ford, it is unclear whether Ford 

reported that he saw the murder or arrived at the scene shortly after the murder.  He reportedly became 

upset when officers attempted to clarify the issue. 
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said he would do so when he testified.  He reported that he would not have come forward with 

the information if Darryl Hunt and Sammy Mitchell had not been implicated; he stated that he 

“did not care anything about Merritt Drayton.” 

 

In sum, there are inconsistencies between Mr. Williams’s statements and statements by the two 

original witnesses and the autopsy report.  The original witnesses also did not identify Darryl 

Hunt, Sammy Mitchell, or Mr. Williams as being involved.  These inconsistencies are far from 

definitive proof of a false confession, in part because he gave these statements about two and a 

half years following the offense.  Therefore, some inconsistencies might be a product of memory 

fading over time.  However, the nature of the inconsistencies might still be meaningful: the 

distinction between being chased on foot or chased by a vehicle is substantial, as is the difference 

between a lengthy assault (as he consistently described) versus a single wound to the head (as the 

autopsy report described).   

 

Regarding the comparison between the statements of Mr. Williams and other witnesses: There 

are certainly consistencies between Mr. Williams’s general report of events that preceded the 

offense and other witnesses’ accounts of events at Clowers’s drink house, specifically conflict 

between Sammy Mitchell and the victim.  However, only three witnesses reported actually 

witnessing the offense; all three specifically identified Sammy Mitchell and Darryl Hunt as the 

perpetrators.  Only Ms. Davis and Ms. Bason reported seeing Mr. Williams with Sammy 

Mitchell and Darryl Hunt at the time of the offense.  Finally, Mr. Williams’s account is 

decidedly different from James Ford’s account, which involved three other men entirely.   Again, 

while these inconsistencies are not dispositive, they do raise questions about the reliability of Mr. 

Williams’s statements. 

 

Regarding the consistency of Mr. Williams’s statements over time: Police interviewed Mr. 

Williams on several occasions in April 1986: April 9, April 11 (multiple times), April 16, and 

April 30.  Over the course of these statements, details changed about Mr. Williams’s 

involvement in the offense, the murder weapon, and its location.  Between April 9 and April 16, 

Mr. Williams’s statement evolved from observing the offense (April 9) to taking part by 

retrieving money from the victim’s pocket and hitting the victim on the back (April 11) to hitting 

the victim on his shoulder and arm (April 16). 

 

Regarding the murder weapon, Mr. Williams’s originally indicated, on April 8, 1986, that he 

wanted to speak to police “about a guy that had been stomped to death.”  By the following day, 

he identified the weapon as an “ax handle with black tape around one end of it,” consistent with 

the ax handle sometimes carried by Sammy Mitchell (as described by other witnesses).  He 

originally (on April 9) told police that he last saw the ax handle on the night of the offense, but 

on April 11 told police the ax handle was located in his apartment, where officers later retrieved 

it.   
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 Richard Wright and Chuck Simmons had been identified in 1983 Crimestoppers tips.  Neither Ms. 

Walser nor Mr. McGee identified the two men when shown photo lineups in 1983.  Police records 

indicate that officers briefly interviewed Richard Wright, Chuck Simmons, and Donald Simmons, all of 

whom denied involvement and were perceived as cooperative. 
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Again, these inconsistencies are far from dispositive.  For instance, it is possible that a guilty 

individual would initially deny involvement in an offense—as Mr. Williams did—and gradually 

admit greater involvement over time.  The discrepancies with respect to the murder weapon raise 

more questions.  Of course, Mr. Williams reported that he volunteered information about the ax 

handle because there was one in his apartment and it was the only item in his possession that had 

the potential to be a murder weapon. 

 

Blanche Bryson Case  

 

Regarding the consistency of Mr. Williams’s statements with other evidence: The initial police 

investigation into Ms. Bryson’s murder revealed the following facts: There were no signs of 

forced entry. Ms. Bryson had been strangled with an electrical cord, her house had been 

ransacked—including the fact that her television had been moved from the den area and left in 

the hallway— the phone was not working, a brown toboggan had been left at the scene, and her 

car had been stolen (with the driver reportedly having difficulties and backing onto 17
th

 Street 

before speeding away, according to witnesses). Other aspects of the house and property that were 

documented include: The screen on the back door was ripped—though certain witnesses 

indicated it had been torn before the murder. The victim’s family also told police that the door 

knobs on the kitchen door at the rear of the residence had been removed prior to the murder. 

Finally, there were tire tracks on the grass in the backyard, which made it appear that a car had 

been driven around the rear of the house in connection with the offense.  Ms. Bryson’s car was 

eventually recovered at the intersection of 21
st
 Street and Ivy Avenue.  Police recovered several 

fingerprints from the crime scene and car, and hair from the toboggan.  

 

Mr. Williams provided statements to police on April 18, 21, and 24 of 1986, and July 31, 1987 

(following sentencing).  These statements generally included details about the victim being 

strangled (though he identified the weapon as “an object that looked like a rope” and the 

individual responsible for killing the victim changed over time, which is discussed further 

below), the victim’s house being ransacked, the television being moved, the brown toboggan, 

and a car pulling up beside the house.  He also noted in both that “something was funny about 

the door knob but [he couldn’t] remember what it was.”  Finally, he stated (and later retracted) 

that he stole lampshades from Ms. Bryson’s house.    

 

Regarding the forensic evidence: Mr. Williams’s fingerprints were reportedly never matched to 

any of the latent prints recovered from Ms. Bryson’s house or car.  His hair was determined to be 

“consistent with” with the hairs recovered from the toboggan left at the scene.
61

  Regarding the 
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 Recent research suggests that the hair evidence might not be particularly significant or probative.  In the 

2009 National Academy of Sciences report, Strengthening Forensic Science in the United States: A Path 

Forward, the summary of hair analysis notes the “imprecision of microscopic hair analysis” and “the 

problem with using imprecise reporting terminology.”  The report goes on to say that “microscopic 

studies alone are of limited probative value.  The committee found no scientific support for the use of hair 

comparisons for individualization in the absence of nuclear DNA” (pp. 160-161).  The 2016 forensic 

science report by the President’s Council of Advisors on Science and Technology (PCAST) also 

referenced significant “shortcomings” in hair analysis and stated that their review of papers cited by the 

Department of Justice in support of the discipline “do not establish the foundational validity and 

reliability of hair analysis” (p. 13). 
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lampshades: In a statement to police on April 21, 1986, Ms. Davis reported that the lampshades 

retrieved from their residence had come from a neighbor’s house. 

 

What sets this case apart from Arthur Wilson’s case is that, one year after Mr. Williams’s 

conviction, another individual, Robbin Carmichael, was also convicted of the murder after 

providing a different narrative of the offense.  His narrative involved Darren Johnson as the 

primary perpetrator, and indicated that after Mr. Johnson had been to the victim’s home and 

killed her, he drove to Mr. Carmichael’s residence and the two of them returned to the victim’s 

home-- reportedly to recover the television—before abandoning her car. Mr. Carmichael 

described Mr. Johnson driving the car in a manner consistent with original witness statements 

(e.g., the car stalling and backing up onto 27th Street), accurately stated where the two men had 

left her car, produced bags of costume jewelry that the victim’s family identified as similar to 

items owned by Ms. Bryson, and his fingerprint was matched to the latent print recovered from 

Ms. Bryson’s car.  Mr. Carmichael’s statement during his June 2018 deposition was generally 

consistent with his original statement. 

 

Darren Johnson originally denied involvement in or knowledge of the murder when police spoke 

to him in March 1988.  However, during his March 2019 interview with the North Carolina 

Innocence Inquiry Commission, he admitted to breaking into Ms. Bryson’s home and killing her 

by himself.  The account he provided is generally consistent with Mr. Carmichael’s (though they 

disagreed about who went into the home after they returned to the scene together) and consistent 

with the evidence summarized above. 

 

In sum, Mr. Williams’s statement included many of the details about the murder and crime scene 

that police originally identified, and his hair was found to be “consistent with” hairs recovered 

from the toboggan.  However, his prints were not matched to any of the latent prints recovered 

from the victim’s home or car, and his narratives of the offense are not at all consistent with 

those provided by Robin Carmichael or Darren Johnson. 

 

Regarding the consistency of Mr. Williams’s statements over time: As referenced above, Mr. 

Williams provided statements to police on April 18 (two times), 21, and 24 of 1986, and July 31, 

1987 (following sentencing).  These statements differ in important respects—both in terms of the 

details he provides and in terms of the accomplices he names. 

 

Small details changed between the early statements on April 18 and 21.  Mr. Williams appeared 

to provide back-to-back statements on April 18, 1986.  The second statement included details not 

in the first, such as: the rationale for going to the victim’s home (e.g., “We were looking for 

anything of value because the lady who lived at the house owed Terry”), the attack on the victim 

(e.g., “The lady had dropped to her knees when Terry told me to go back to the bedroom and 

continue searching”), and pulling a car around the back of the house.  In the second statement, 

Mr. Williams’s omitted a detail about hearing “a car running over gravel” (when describing the 

victim coming home).  Finally, after a polygraph on April 21, 1986, Mr. Williams retracted a 

detail about stealing lampshades from the victim’s home. 

 

There are substantial differences in the accomplices Mr. Williams identified over the course of 

his statements.  His early statements incriminated Sammy Mitchell, Terry Smith, and “Gadget.”  
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On April 24, 1986, Mr. Williams stated that these three men were not involved, but that someone 

named “Lou”/“Lieutenant” was.
62

  Finally, on July 31, 1987—at his sentencing hearing and 

during an interview afterwards—Mr. Williams identified his accomplice as George Thompson.  

 

Contamination and Confirmation Bias 

Overall, newspaper accounts from the mid-1980s suggest that police were under pressure to 

solve Arthur Wilson’s and Blanche Bryson’s murder (along with several other unsolved 

homicides).  Police records indicate that both investigations had been re-activated in February 

1986, about one month prior to Mr. Williams’s arrest in Mary Smith’s death.  Although there is 

inevitably pressure to solve crimes—particularly homicides—this type of added pressure 

heightens the risk that cognitive biases, like confirmation bias, go unchecked.  

 

The fact that Mr. Williams gave multiple statements in each case also raises questions about the 

reliability of his information.  The fact that police found it necessary to take multiple statements, 

and the ways his statements changed over time, provided the opportunity and context for 

contamination.   

 

The broader context of the investigation into Deborah Sykes’s murder is also relevant (police 

were re-investigating the Sykes case when Mr. Williams made statements to police about Arthur 

Wilson and Blanche Bryson).  The Sykes Administrative Review Committee (SARC), 

established in the wake of Darryl Hunt’s 2004 exoneration for her rape and murder, published a 

report in 2007 that included a review of police practices that contributed to Hunt’s wrongful 

conviction.  It documented that police continued to pursue Darryl Hunt and Sammy Mitchell as 

suspects despite blood type evidence in 1984 indicating that neither Hunt nor Mitchell’s blood 

type matched that of Sykes’s rapist.  The report also noted concerns about the credibility of one 

of the state’s witnesses (Johnny Gray), including the fact that he initially identified another 

individual (Terry Thomas) and witness statements from 1986 suggesting that Gray could not 

have called police to report the offense as he claimed.  Finally, the Committee concluded that 

officers failed to connect related cases (e.g., Regina K. in particular, and possibly Kathleen D. 

and Linda E.).  

 

In sum, evidence from the SARC report suggests the presence of confirmation bias, specifically:  

(1) the decision to pursue Hunt (and Mitchell to a lesser extent, as he was not prosecuted) despite 

significant weaknesses in the evidence, and (2) the failure to pursue the possibility that other 

cases (e.g., Regina K.) were related to Sykes’s rape and murder.  That is, once investigators 

developed a theory of the crime in which Hunt and Mitchell were the primary perpetrators, they 

overlooked or failed to appreciate evidence that suggested otherwise.  Confirmation bias might 

also help explain more deliberate acts of wrongdoing uncovered by the Committee (e.g., 

falsifying evidence in search warrants)—officers might have felt justified in their actions due to 

their beliefs about Hunt and Mitchell’s guilt.   
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 Mr. Williams sent a letter to police on April 19, 1986 indicating that his life and the life of his family 

was in danger.  Thus, it is possible that he could have changed his statement in response to real or 

perceived threats. 
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A 2008 Assessment of the Winston-Salem Criminal Investigations Division and Identification 

Division Function
63

 noted that SARC recommended an “independent review” of cases (by police 

personnel not involved in an investigation) to combat the phenomenon of “group think.”  Thus, 

over a decade ago, SARC identified the potential for unintentional biases to influence police 

investigations.  An independent review—when implemented well—can mitigate the possibility 

of confirmation bias (though the assessment noted that the department had “met the letter of that 

recommendation, but not its intent”). 

 

Arthur Wilson Case 

Although the interviews between law enforcement and Mr. Williams were not captured, there are 

suggestions of contamination and confirmation bias.  First, some of the details Mr. Williams 

reported appeared in newspaper articles.  For instance, in the April 3, 1986 edition of the 

Winston-Salem Chronicle, an article states: “Three witnesses in cars said they saw three black 

males beating, kicking, and robbing Wilson.  He died of trauma to the head.”  

 

Additionally, some of the inconsistencies in Mr. Williams’s statements at least raise the 

possibility that officers contaminated his account.  For instance, the fact that Mr. Williams first 

indicated that the victim had been “stomped” to death and later stated that the murder weapon 

was an ax handle suggests that he learned some information—at least that there was a murder 

weapon—during the interview with police.  He also incorporated details about Mr. Wilson being 

beaten and kicked, consistent with some of the original witness statements.  Mr. Williams’s 

incorporation of details of a car arriving on the scene and about being chased—which were close 

to, but did not quite match, the original witness statements of Mr. McGee and Ms. Walser—

similarly suggests that police could have asked leading questions with some incomplete 

information that Mr. Williams elaborated on incorrectly. 

 

And, prior to April 30, 1986, none of Mr. Williams’s statements included information about the 

victim’s watch.  According to police records, officers spoke with the victim’s wife on April 30, 

1986, and she reported that his watch had been stolen on the night that he died.  The police report 

indicates that this conversation took place around 4:00 pm; the report next indicates that at 4:45 

pm officers received a message that Mr. Williams had requested to speak with Detective Weavil.  

When officers spoke to Mr. Williams later that day, he reportedly told them that that he, Sammy 

Mitchell, and Darryl Hunt had removed the victim’s watch and pawned it.
64

   

 

There is also potential contamination in witness accounts of the night Arthur Wilson died—many 

of which are generally consistent with Mr. Williams’s description of events preceding the 

murder.  In a memorandum from a meeting on April 16, 1986, law enforcement documented 

seven questions to be asked of all witnesses: 

 

1. Were you and Art Wilson present at Ezell’s house on the night that Art Wilson was 

killed? 

                                                           
63

 The assessment was completed by Risk Management Associates. 

 
64

 There are also differences between Mr. Wilson’s wife’s description of the watch (A “‘big’ watch with 

maroon and white ‘sets’ inside of it” and a gold band) and Mr. Williams’s description of the watch (“A 

white face with dots”). 
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2. Who do you remember being in the drink house? 

3. Did you see Art Wilson and Sammy Mitchell have an argument in the drink house? 

4. Did you see Art Wilson leave the drink house? 

5. Did you see Sammy Mitchell, Darryl Hunt, and Merrit [sic] Drayton leave the drink 

house? 

6. Did you see anyone with a weapon at the drink house? 

7. Did you see who assaulted Art Wilson in the street? 

 

All of these questions suggest or provide some information, though some are more leading than 

others.  References to an assault, a murder weapon, an argument, and particular individuals could 

have biased witness accounts.  Of course, police may inevitably need to ask some leading 

questions during an investigation.  Ideally, though, open-ended questions are asked first, and 

particular details are queried about later.  If witnesses only recall a detail after being asked a 

leading question, that should be documented.   

 

Police interactions with Patricia Williams also raise possible issues with contamination and 

confirmation bias.  First, her handwritten statement included a detail about the victim being hit in 

the face that is absent from the police report.  While it is certainly possible the omission simply 

reflects the fact that the police report is only a general summary of her account, another 

explanation is that confirmation bias led officers to overlook details inconsistent with the 

established narrative (i.e. details of the offense inconsistent with the autopsy report).   

Additionally, when police interviewed Patricia Williams a second time, they asked her the seven 

questions listed above.  The second interview, which took place on the same day of the first, 

lasted over an hour but only generated three transcribed pages (the first interview, which lasted 

just over 10 minutes, generated seven transcribed pages).
65

  The second statement appears more 

streamlined and suggests a better observation of the actual murder than the first.
66

  Overall, the 

context of the second interview raises the possibility that confirmation bias led police to get a 

second statement that more clearly incriminated Sammy Mitchell and Darryl Hunt, and that her 

second account could have been contaminated. 

 

Confirmation bias might have also played a role with respect to Sammy Mitchell’s involvement.  

Evidence suggests that law enforcement did not have a particular theory of the case involving 

Mr. Williams until he volunteered information Mr. Wilson’s death.  However, police records 

from 1986 indicate that the victim’s sister reported that a third party told her that Sammy 

Mitchell had bragged about committing the murder.  Additionally, many of the police officers 

involved in Arthur Wilson and Blanche Bryson cases were aware of Sammy Mitchell and his 

general reputation.  Nearly all of the officers who were deposed indicated that Sammy Mitchell 
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 This raises the possibility that her account was contaminated by undocumented conversation with 

police. 
 
66

 For instance, in the first statement, Ms. Williams said, “And I got one glimpse, I seen them running, 

and the man was laying down there. …Seen the man laying down out there…and the ambulance, the 

police, and everything was down there.”  This account suggests a limited view of the actual offense and 

that the police arrived almost immediately afterward, which seems inconsistent with Linda Walser and 

Ronald McGee’s statements.  
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had a negative reputation in the community because of his criminal activity.   Thomas Freeland, 

for instance, reported that “he had the reputation of being, you know, hey, he created a problem 

for everybody” and that “everybody was scared of him.”
67

  Detective Mike Wilkins described 

him as “one of the most…notorious street thugs in Winston”
68

 and that “he had people in the 

neighborhoods terrorized of him.  His name alone terrorized people.”
69

  Detective Wilkins also 

referenced Sammy Mitchell’s reputation for intimidating witnesses, and commented, “Sammy 

hated the police.  The police wasn’t real fond of Sammy.”
70

  Although officers generally denied 

overt or explicit pressure to arrest Sammy Mitchell—indeed, Randy Weavil described needing to 

take extra care during the Arthur Wilson investigation because he knew that charges against 

Sammy Mitchell and Darryl Hunt would be scrutinized—his general reputation had the potential 

to bias the investigation.  Thus, police may have been quick to seek out and use information that 

incriminated Mr. Mitchell even if they were not deliberately attempting to do so.  Indeed, two of 

the seven questions listed above reveal that the police were seeking out information that 

incriminated Sammy Mitchell. 

 

Other police questioning also suggests the possibility of confirmation bias.  As mentioned above, 

neither Linda Walser nor Ronald McGee, the two original eyewitnesses, identified Sammy 

Mitchell, Darryl Hunt, or Mr. Williams.  The way that police questioned them in 1986—after 

they developed a narrative of the offense from Mr. Williams and others—suggests that they may 

have developed “tunnel vision” about the three men being involved.  For instance, during Linda 

Walser’s 1986 interview, she provided a description of the events from the night of Arthur 

Wilson’s death (e.g., the fact that one individual “ran off” while two individuals appeared to be 

taking something from the victim, the men ended up on a property with a fence and two of the 

men “went ahead and looked up over the fence,” Ronald McGee had a verbal exchange with one 

of the men). Detective Spillman then said, “All right, Linda, what you’re saying is that, in fact, 

the people that you seen there around that guy was there in the road that night, you would not be 

able to positively identify anybody?”  His summary statement did not reflect the content of Ms. 

Walser’s description—in which she did not comment on her ability to provide an identification 

or suggest poor recollection of the events from the night in question.  This pattern continued later 

in the interview; Detective Spillman subsequently asked, “All you actually ever saw was the 

back of their heads?  Is that right?” despite Ms. Walser’s statements to the contrary.  Even after 

Ms. Walser corrected him, he persisted: “Basically, what you saw of these people was the backs 

of their heads.  Isn’t that what you’re saying?”
71

  His questions reflect a skewed perception of the 

information she was conveying, consistent with confirmation bias.  
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 Deposition, p. 51. 
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 Id. at 116. 
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 The entire exchange between Ms. Walser and Detective Spillman can be located in the NCIIC WSPD 

file, pp. 3042-3043. 
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Similarly, according to Phoebe Zerwick’s 2004 newspaper article, when Ronald McGee was 

interviewed by police in 1986, he reportedly “thought then that police were so focused on Hunt 

and Mitchell that they were not interested in what he had to say.”  He is quoted as saying, “They 

could have been there, I don’t know.  I told the police many times that the one guy I noticed 

wasn’t Darryl Hunt or Mitchell.”  

 

Blanche Bryson Case 

As with Mr. Wilson’s case, the potential for contamination came from both newspaper articles 

and police interviews.  Some information about Ms. Bryson’s murder appeared in the newspaper, 

including a March 3, 1986 Crimestoppers article that included details about her being 

“strangled,” that she “apparently surprised a person or persons who were in her home,” that her 

car was stolen, and that a car had to “pull off the side of Gilmer Avenue while Ms. Bryson’s car 

backed into 27
th

 Street.” 

 

And, as documented above, Mr. Williams’s statements changed over time to incorporate details 

(e.g., the rationale for the offense) and omit others (e.g., hearing the sound of tires on gravel).  

Further, some of the details that made his statement consistent with known evidence were only 

vaguely reported (e.g., “...something was funny about the door knob but I can’t remember what it 

was.”) or involved somewhat strange explanations (e.g., Mr. Williams wearing two toboggans to 

the crime scene).     

 

Pressure to solve the case is also suggested by an undated “business brief” from police records, 

which indicates that law enforcement proposed lying to youth to get information: 

 

The next juvenile from that school picked up for anything—trick him—suggest that you 

can put him at the scene of the homicide—maybe he will roll over on the real killer—kids 

often know about their peers but won’t tell unless under great pressure. 

 

Thus, the broader context in which police were working during the spring of 1986 provides the 

potential for confirmation bias to have undermined the investigation.  Instead of seeing the 

dramatic changes in Mr. Williams’s statements (e.g., from April 18 and 21 to April 24) as causes 

of concern, they proceeded with the investigation and prosecution. 

 

Mr. Williams’s Vulnerability 

As discussed briefly above, there are certain personality styles that leave individuals more 

vulnerable to offering false confessions.  Some of Mr. Williams’s personality characteristics, 

particularly those that were pronounced in his early adulthood and have softened over time, 

could have made him more susceptible to poor problem-solving and compliance with authority 

figures.  Based on the present evaluation and review of historical information about his 

presentation in the late 1980s, Mr. Williams’s personality style at the time he made statements to 

police included the following features: impulsivity, insecurity, and exaggerated claims about his 

abilities.  These characteristics, along with below average intellectual abilities, indicate that his 

problem solving and decision making could have been hasty, imprudent, or poorly reasoned. 

 

These qualities are consistent with a decision to implicate himself in two crimes that he 

purportedly did not commit, though they certainly are not dispositive of the issue.  While his 
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initial reasoning in contacting police about the Arthur Wilson case, as he explains it, is 

understandable,
72

 the fact that he went on to implicate himself in another murder about 10 days 

later further underscores his impulsivity and poor judgment (regardless of whether his confession 

was false).  Fundamentally, his decision making at the time suggests that his understanding of 

the realistic consequences of his actions was quite poor and that he attempted to use the same 

strategy—ingratiating himself with police—despite evidence that his first attempt was 

unsuccessful (i.e., he was charged with Arthur Wilson’s murder). 

 

Beyond the decision to speak with police, Mr. Williams’s personality and interpersonal 

functioning are relevant to his behavior and decisions during interviews with police.  Indeed, one 

of the deposed law enforcement officers indicated that Mr. Williams had a reputation for 

attempting to provide useful—though not necessarily truthful—information to police in an effort 

to help himself. Michael McCoy, who previously worked as an administrative sergeant in the 

detectives division of WSPD, said: 

 

[Mr. Williams] would always call detective -- different detectives wanting to talk to him 

about different case, this when he was in trouble. I cautioned all of them. I said, Look, 

dealing with Merritt Drayton, he's a compulsive liar -- liar. He trying to benefit himself. 

Be sure you corroborate any information that he gives you with some type of evidence or 

with some other testimony from some other witness. 'Cause Merritt, from reading about 

him and different things, he tells the detectives -- he -- he's not a very believable person.
73

  

 

His eagerness to convey useful information to police could have made him a relatively pliable 

suspect. Indeed, one of the features of histrionic personality disorder (of which Mr. Williams’s 

showed some symptoms) is suggestibility.  In the description of individuals with this disorder, 

and this particular symptom, the DSM-5 states, “Their opinions and feelings are easily 

influenced by others and by current fads.  They may be overly trusting, especially of strong 

authority figures whom they see as magically solving their problems.  They have a tendency to 

play hunches and to adopt convictions quickly.”
74

   

 

Mr. Williams could have quickly perceived that he needed to offer more information than simply 

witnessing Arthur Wilson’s murder.  Detective Weavil and Detective Hicks recalled that, in one 

of the early interviews, Mr. Williams made a statement suggesting that he was more involved in 

the Arthur Wilson murder than he had previously revealed, and did so somewhat dramatically 

(such that they both remembered the moment particularly well).  Detective Weavil said:   

 

And when we started to pull away from the jail, it was kind of like where you were when 

Elvis died. You know -- I don't -- you may not have been alive. But I know where I was 
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 Indeed, Robbin Carmichael seemingly had the same rationale when he volunteered information about 

Blanche Bryson’s murder. 
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at. And he leaned up over the seat and said, Mr. Weavil, what are you going to do when 

you find out I'm involved in it?
75

 

 

Detective Hicks similarly indicated that she would “never forget” when Mr. Williams “leaned up 

over the seat and he says, ‘Mr. Weavil, what they gonna do when I find -- they find out I was 

involved in this?’”
76

  This type of dramatic reveal of information is consistent the cluster of 

personality disorders that includes histrionic and borderline personalities. Another feature of 

histrionic personality disorder is attention-seeking behavior.  Although Mr. Williams never 

explicitly stated that attention-seeking was part of his motivation for making statements in these 

cases, it is possible that this aspect of his personality style contributed to his decisions when 

speaking with police. 

 

As discussed above in the section on interrogation strategies based on minimization, the 

phenomenon of pragmatic implication (i.e., suspects processing information “between the lines” 

and inferring leniency despite the lack of an explicit promise) is what often makes these 

strategies so powerful.  Mr. Williams’s personality style, paired with pragmatic implication, 

might have led him to infer leniency or help, even when other individuals might not have done 

so.  Further, his tendency to embellish his own history could have contributed to his ability and 

willingness to construct rich narratives of two crimes around facts revealed through the media 

and by police. 

 

In sum, while Mr. Williams’s personality style does not prove or resolve the issue of his false 

confession claims, it certainly made him more vulnerable to offering a false confession as 

compared to an individual without these characteristics. 

 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 
 

Merritt Williams Drayton is a 60-year-old man currently serving two life sentences for the 

murders of Arthur Wilson and Blanche Bryson.  He has claimed that the statements he made to 

police in the spring of 1986 about his involvement in these murders were false confessions.  

Accordingly, the North Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission requested an evaluation of his 

case in light of the well-established social science literature on false confessions.  

 

Mr. Williams reported that he volunteered information to the police about both murders in an 

effort to negotiate a better outcome for his arrest in the death of Mary Smith.  He indicated that 

he was able to make statements that were generally consistent with known details about the cases 

through: (1) knowledge acquired through media coverage and neighborhood gossip and (2) 

leading questions and other actions by police (e.g., taking him to the crime scenes). 

 

Police records clearly show that Mr. Williams made multiple statements in each case—reflecting 

multiple interviews with police and opportunities for contamination.  News articles from the 

period of these crimes indicate that police were under pressure to solve Arthur Wilson’s and 

Blanche Bryson’s murders (among others), and had re-activated investigations around February 
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1986, about a month before Mr. Williams’s arrest in Mary Smith’s death.  The SARC report 

reveals compelling evidence of confirmation bias during the Sykes investigation, and police 

records similarly suggest that confirmation bias played a role during the Wilson and Bryson 

investigations.  

 

Finally, given the recent confession of Darren Johnson (that is consistent with Robbin 

Carmichael’s earlier statements and other evidence in the case) there is compelling evidence that 

Mr. Williams’s statements about the Blanche Bryson murder were, indeed, false.  It is reasonable 

to consider Mr. Williams’s statements in the Wilson and Bryson cases independently.  However, 

these events are also inextricably linked (i.e., they were close in time, involved some overlapping 

law enforcement personnel, and, of course, involved Mr. Williams).  Thus, persuasive evidence 

of a false confession in one case necessarily influences the likelihood of a false confession in the 

other.  

 

Of course, I cannot opine whether a particular confession was false; rather, I can only describe 

the ways in which a particular confession does, or does not, share the characteristics that tend to 

be common and influential in confessions known to be false.  In Mr. Williams’s case, I offer the 

opinion, for your consideration, that a number of risk factors for false confession are present in 

his case, specifically:    

 

 Inconsistencies between Mr. Williams’s statements and other evidence, particularly with 

respect to Robbin Carmichael and Darren Johnson’s statements in the Blanche Bryson 

case. 

 Inconsistencies among Mr. Williams’s statements regarding the same cases. 

 Multiple opportunities for contamination through serial interviews by police. 

 Pressure on police to solve these crimes that likely exacerbated inevitable confirmation 

bias—allowing police officers to accept Mr. Williams’s accounts of events even when 

they did not square well with other pieces of evidence. 

 A personality style that made Mr. Williams more vulnerable to offering a false 

confession. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require clarification or further discussion.  I can 

be reached at 434-297-4439. Thank you for the opportunity to work with you on this case. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 
Sharon Kelley, J.D., Ph.D.     

Clinical Psychologist  

Assistant Professor of Psychiatry and Neurobehavioral Sciences 

Institute of Law, Psychiatry, and Public Policy       

University of Virginia School of Medicine  
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Appendix 

 

1. Select DPS Mental Health Records for Mr. Williams, dated July 18, 1986 to March 6, 

2018. 

 

2. Winston-Salem Police Department Memorandum regarding Unsolved Homicides 

(including Arthur Wilson and Blanche Bryson), dated February 12, 1986. 

 

3. Arthur Wilson case files: 

a. Complaint Report, including interviews with Ronald McGee and Linda Walser, 

dated September 17, 1983. 

b. Supplemental Report, including interviews with Ronald McGee and Linda 

Walser, dated September 29, 1983. 

c. Autopsy Report, dated September 17, 1983. 

d. Mr. Williams’s statements 

i. Handwritten notes from interview with Mr. Williams, dated April 9, 1986 

ii. Handwritten notes from interview with Mr. Williams, dated April 11, 

1986 

iii. Police report documenting interview with Mr. Williams on April 11, 1986, 

dated April 23, 1986. 

iv. Police report documenting interview with Mr. Williams on April 9, 1986, 

dated April 30, 1986. 

v. Transcript from interview with Mr. Williams on April 16, 1986. 

vi. Mr. Williams testimony from the probable cause hearing in Mr. Wilson’s 

death on May 5, 1986. 

vii. Affidavit in North Carolina v. Merritt Drayton, by Merritt Drayton, dated 

August 11, 1986. 

e. Handwritten statement of Patricia Williams, dated April 15, 1986. 

f. Transcript of interview with Linda Walser, dated April 16, 1986. 

g. Transcript of interview with Ronald McGee, dated April 16, 1986 

h. Transcripts of interviews with Patricia Williams on April 16, 1986 (0858-0911 

and 1838-1945). 

i. Memorandum documenting “Summary of Investigative Activity on 04-16-86 and 

04-17-86,” undated. 

j. Supplemental Report by T.H. Hicks, dated April 23, 1986, documenting 

interviews with Mr. Williams, Mattie Mae Davis, and Patricia Williams, among 

others. 

k. Supplemental Report by W. Pegram documenting interview with Barbara Bason 

on April 29, 1986, dated April 30, 1986. 

l. Supplemental report by T. H. Hicks documenting interview with Barbara Bason 

on April 30, 1986, dated April 30, 1986. 

m. Transcript of interview with Barbara Bason on April 30, 1986. 

n. Handwritten letter, seemingly authored by Mr. Williams on May 5, 1986. 

o. Memorandum of Law in Support of Defendant’s Motion to Dismiss in North 

Carolina v. Sammy Lee Mitchell, with accompanying affidavit, dated July 1, 

1986. 
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p. Motion to Determine Capacity to Proceed in North Carolina v. Merritt Drayton, 

dated July 16, 1986. 

q. Supplemental Report by R. A. Spillman documenting interview with James Ford 

on September 9, 1986, dated September 10, 1986. 

r. Supplemental Report by T. H. Hicks documenting interview with James Ford on 

October 2, 1986. 

s. NCIIC FSR of WSPD files regarding Arthur Wilson’s murder, dated January 8, 

2016; August 7, 2018; and August 10, 2018. 

 

4. Blanche Bryson case files 

a. Supplemental Report by T. A. Freeland documenting interview of Mr. Williams 

on April 18, 1986, dated April 23, 1986. 

b. Handwritten statements by Mr. Williams, dated April 19, 1986 (timestamps 0049 

and 2:25). 

c. Supplemental Report by T. A. Freeland documenting polygraph and interview of 

Mr. Williams on April 21, 1986, dated April 23, 1986. 

d. Supplemental Report by T. H. Hicks documenting interview with Mr. Williams 

on July 31, 1987, dated August 1987. 

e. Blanche Bryson Trial Transcript, testimony of Dr. Warren and Dr. Rose, undated. 

f. Transcript of interview with Robbin Carmichael on March 9, 1988. 

g. NCIIC Trial Transcript Summary, dated August 27, 2015 to October 26, 2015. 

h. NCIIC FSR of WSPD files regarding Blanche Bryson’s murder, dated November 

21, 2017; March 9, 2018; and January 17, 2018. 

 

5. Deborah Sykes case files 

a. Appendix 28a, remarks by Larry Little. 

b. Sykes Administrative Review Committee (SARC) Report, dated February 2007. 

c. NCIIC Review of Minutes from SARC Appendix 28 and Appendix 29, dated 

April 26, 2019. 

d. NCIIC FSR of WSPD files regarding SARC, dated May 3, 2019. 

 

6. Assessment of the Winston-Salem Criminal Investigations Division and Identification 

Division Function, dated April 7, 2008. 

 

7. Media Coverage 

a. “3 Teen-Agers Sought in Death of Winston Man,” from September 18, 1983. 

b. Arthur Wilson’s obituary, published in the Winston-Salem Journal on September 

19, 1983. 

c. “Twenty-four local murders remain unsolved,” from September 20, 1984. 

d. “Police Lack New Leads in Probe of Strangulation Murder,” from January 8, 

1986. 

e. Crimestoppers article for Blanche Bryson, from March 3, 1986. 

f. “City Police Investigate Death,” (regarding Mary Smith) from March 18, 1986. 

g. “City Man Charged,” (regarding Mary Smith) from March 20, 1986. 

h. “Police making progress on reopened murder cases,” from April 3, 1986. 

i. “Darryl Hunt is Charged in ’83 Death,” from April 18, 1986. 
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j. “Clerk Says Man Went to Police About Murder,” from April 19, 1986. 

k. “Hunt and Two Others Charged in ’83 Case,” from April 20, 1986. 

l. “Third Man in Murder Case Asks Court to Appoint Attorneys to Represent Him,” 

from April 22, 1986. 

m. One Crime, two verdicts: The death of Arthur Wilson by Phoebe Zerwick, 

published on June 13, 2004 and June 14, 2004. 

 

8. NCIIC Investigation Files 

a. Law Enforcement Interviews: 

i. Otis Belton, dated April 4, 2019. 

ii. Sandra Bohland, dated April 9, 2019. 

b. Law Enforcement Depositions: 

i. Mike Wilkins, dated April 12, 2019. 

ii. Thomas Freeland, dated April 15, 2019. 

iii. Jeffrey Dorn, dated April 16, 2019. 

iv. Teresa Hicks, dated April 16 and 17, 2019. 

v. Ken Bishop, dated April 17, 2019. 

vi. Randy Weavil, dated April 17, 2019. 

vii. Riley Spoon, dated April 23, 2019. 

viii. Robert Spillman, dated May 2, 2019. 

ix. Michael McCoy, dated May 6, 2019. 

x. Email correspondence from Ken Tisdale, son of D.A. Tisdale, to Catherine 

Matoian, dated May 9, 2019. 

c. Merritt Williams interview audio recording (to obtain swab for DNA testing), 

from April 13, 2018. 

d. Robbin Carmichael deposition, transcript and audio recording, from June 1, 2018. 

e. Darren Johnson interview audio recording, from March 19, 2019. 

f. Exhibits highlighted by Mr. Williams during NCIIC interviews on April 10 and 

11, 2019. 

g. Summary of NCIIC interviews with Mr. Williams during phone call with 

Catherine Matoian and Brian Ziegler on April 17, 2019. 
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Ad Hoc Reviewer                       
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Institute of Law, Psychiatry, & Public Policy        September 2015-Present 
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 Conduct forensic evaluations for a range of legal issues, including competence to stand trial, mental state at 

the time of the offense, risk assessment, Miranda waivers, disputed confessions, and capital sentencing 

 Supervise postdoctoral fellows in forensic psychology, forensic psychiatry fellows, and practicum students  
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 Completed ILPPP trainings, including: Basic Forensic Evaluation: Principles and Practice, Assessing 

Individuals Charged with Sexual Crimes, Violence and Aggression Assessment with Veterans, and 

Assessing Online Behavior in Forensic Evaluation   

 

Psychology Intern         August 2013-August 2014 
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Forensic Assessment Clinic 
Drexel University, Philadelphia, PA  Supervisor: Kirk Heilbrun, Ph.D. 
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including juvenile decertification, capital sentencing, federal sentencing, and independent medical 

evaluations 
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 Conducted collateral interviews with family members, friends, and other individuals 

 Wrote integrated reports for use by forensic psychologists, lawyers, and courts 
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Co-Leader            August 2010-April 2011 
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 Assessed female juvenile offenders in juvenile justice facilities using intellectual, academic achievement, 

and psychosocial measures 

 

Research Experience 
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science procedures for a National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST)-funded center of 
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measures 

 Working with one of the primary proficiency testing companies to study existing testing practices, 
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 Developing a system for a cognitive bias audit of forensic science procedures in previously adjudicated 

cases 
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“Addressing Relative Criteria for Miranda Waivers: A Comparison of Juvenile Justice Youths’ and Adult 

Offenders’ Understanding and Appreciation of the Rights to Silence and Legal Counsel during Police 

Interrogations” 
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Drexel University, Philadelphia, PA  Chair: Naomi Goldstein, Ph.D. 

 Proposed a study to compare adult offenders’ and juveniles’ comprehension of Miranda rights and generate 

adult norms for the Miranda Rights Comprehension Instruments 

 Coordinated with the Philadelphia public defender’s office and Philadelphia prison system to collect data 

from adult offenders 

 Trained research assistants to conduct assessment battery and enter data 

 Administered assessments to participants in the Philadelphia prison system  

 Results and discussion successfully defended in May 2014 

 

Research Coordinator              July 2013-March 2014 

Attorney Perspectives on Competence to Plead Guilty 

Drexel University, Philadelphia, PA  Supervisor: Naomi Goldstein, Ph.D. 

 Assisted in development of research proposal and survey to evaluate attorneys’ experience raising the issue 

of competence to plead guilty 

 

Research Coordinator           June 2011-October 2011 

Evaluating Patient Complexity at the Norristown Regional Health Center 
Delaware Valley Community Health, Norristown, PA  Supervisor: Suzanne Daub, M.S.W. 

 Assisted in development of a protocol to examine the complexity (i.e., different diagnoses and psychosocial 

difficulties) among the patient population at Norristown Regional Health Center 

 Coded patient charts and entered data into database; trained research assistants on coding scheme and data 

entry 

 Interpreted results and contributed to report submitted to the health center  

 

Research Coordinator                     June 2010-November 2011 

Driving and Developmental Immaturity  
Drexel University, Philadelphia, PA  Supervisor: Naomi Goldstein, Ph.D.  

 Assisted in preparation of R21 grant to evaluate the relationship between decision-making while driving 

and developmental immaturity in novice drivers 

 Developed and administered a survey to collect pilot data on college students’ self-reported use of cell 

phones while driving and developmental immaturity 

 Analyzed and interpreted pilot data; reported results in grant application and conference presentations  

 

 

Master’s Thesis          Defended November 2009 

“Juveniles’ Miranda Comprehension: Comparing Different Versions of the Warning” 

Drexel University, Philadelphia, PA  Chair: Naomi Goldstein, Ph.D. 

 Examined how juveniles’ Miranda comprehension differed between a simpler and a more complex version 

of the warnings  

 Analyzed and interpreted data based on a priori hypotheses 

 Results and discussion presented and successfully defended in November 2009 

 

Research Assistant           June 2008-January 2009 

“Validation of the Scoring Criteria for the Miranda Rights Comprehension Instruments” 
Drexel University, Philadelphia PA.  Supervisor: Naomi Goldstein, Ph.D. 

 Assisted in transferring the instrument into survey form 

 

Policy Research Intern        September 2006-July 2007                     

“State Medicaid Policy Choices Under the Deficit Reduction Act” 
Judge David L. Bazelon Center for Mental Health Law, Washington DC.   

Supervisor: Chris Koyanagi, Policy Director 

 Assisted in monitoring, compiling, and evaluating states’ changes to their Medicaid programs following 

passage of the Deficit Reduction Act (DRA) of 2005 

 Key DRA provisions that were monitored and evaluated included: expanded access to home-and-

community-based-services for the elderly and disabled, opportunities for families with children with 
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disabilities to purchase Medicaid coverage, demonstration projects on home-and-community-based 

alternatives to psychiatric residential treatment facilities for children, Money Follows the Person 

Rebalancing demonstrations, and DRA cost-sharing changes. 

 

Policy Research Intern        December 2006-July 2007 

“Mental Health Parity in the States 2007” 
Judge David L. Bazelon Center for Mental Health Law, Washington DC 

Supervisor: Chris Koyanagi, Policy Director 

 Researched and evaluated the extent to which insurance plans in the 50 states and District of Columbia 

provide mental health benefits in parity with benefits for physical health conditions  

 Tabulated the relevant statute, covered populations, benefits, and the types of policies (e.g., group, 

individual, or HMO) included for each state   

 

Senior Thesis                         September 2005-May 2006 

“False Confessions: The Problem and Possible Solutions” 
St. Mary’s College of Maryland, St. Mary’s City, MD.  Advisor: David Finkelman, Ph.D. 

 Researched false confessions; evaluated causes based on interrogator, suspect, and interrogation 

characteristics 

 Developed recommendations to reduce the incidence of false confessions, and to protect individuals who 

have given false confessions from being convicted 

 Interviewed police officers from 7 counties in Maryland to evaluate common interrogation techniques and 

law enforcement perceptions of false confessions 

 

Grants 
Principal Investigator                  

“Addressing Relative Criteria for Miranda Waivers: A Comparison of Juvenile Justice Youths’ and Adult 

Offenders’ Understanding and Appreciation of the Rights to Silence and Legal Counsel during Police 

Interrogations” 

 Dissertation Grant from the American Academy of Forensic Psychology (Funded: $500) 

 

Co-Investigator 

“Juveniles’ Capacities to Function within Argentina’s Justice System”  

 Argentina’s Federal Funding in Science and Technology (PI: J. Folino) (Funded) 

 

Contributor to Grant Application 

“Developmental Immaturity and Risky Driving in Inexperienced Drivers”  

 R21, National Institute of Child Health and Human Development (PI: M. Schultheis) 

 

Teaching Experience 
 

Adjunct Faculty                  August 2015-Present 

Undergraduate Courses: Forensic Psychology, Tests and Measurement 

James Madison University, Harrisonburg, VA 

 Developed syllabus, created assignments, prepared and presented lectures for undergraduate courses 

 

Instructor                  April 2013-June 2013 

Undergraduate Course: Child Psychopathology 

Drexel University, Philadelphia, PA 

 Developed syllabus, created assignments, prepared and presented lectures for an undergraduate course on 

child psychopathology  

 

Guest lecturer         October 2011, January 2012, October 2012, February 2013 

Juvenile Justice Seminar  

University of Pennsylvania Law School, Temple University Beasley School of Law  

Philadelphia, PA  Instructor: Jessica Feierman, Esq. 
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 Prepared and presented lectures on adolescent development and how developmental immaturity influences 

juveniles’ behavior during interrogations  

 

Teaching Assistant                               March 2009-June 2009 

Undergraduate Course: Developmental Psychology 
Drexel University, Philadelphia, PA.  Supervisor: Maureen Gibney, Psy.D. 

 Proctored Exams 

 Held officer hours and addressed student questions 

 

Teaching Assistant             September 2008-December 2008 

Undergraduate Course: Physiological Psychology 
Drexel University, Philadelphia, PA.  Supervisor: Jennifer Gallo, Ph.D. 

 Proctored and graded exams 

 Held office hours and addressed student questions 

 Prepared and presented lecture on Sleep and Circadian Rhythms  

 

Teaching Assistant               September 2008-December 2008 

Undergraduate Course: Sensation and Perception 
Drexel University, Philadelphia PA.  Supervisor: Michael Williams, Ph.D. 

 Prepared extra credit assignments 

 Held office hours and addressed student questions 

 

Mentorship Experience 
 

Mentor                           January 2016-May 2016 

 Mentoring undergraduate student in Access Path to Psychology and Law Experience (AP) Program, funded 

by the American Psychology-Law Society Minority Affairs Committee  

 

Graduate Student Mentor                     June 2010-Present 

Delinquency Intervention and Assessment Lab 

Drexel University, Philadelphia, PA  Supervisor: Naomi Goldstein, Ph.D. 

 Assist undergraduate research assistants in developing research ideas and analyzing previously-collected 

data 

 Mentor undergraduate research assistants in developing research proposals and preparing posters for 

conferences  

 Collaborate with undergraduate research assistants on researching, writing, and preparing manuscripts for 

submission 

 Mentored graduate master’s thesis investigating the psychometric properties of the Miranda Rights 

Comprehension Instruments in an adult offender sample 

 Mentored undergraduate senior thesis investigating the relationship between developmental immaturity, 

substance use, and academic performance in college students 

 Mentored undergraduate senior thesis evaluating the psychometric properties of the Perceptions of 

Coercion During the Holding and Interrogation Process (P-CHIP), a tool designed to evaluate examinees’ 

self-reported likelihood of offering a false confession in hypothetical interrogation situations  

 

Additional Relevant Experience 

 
Legal Intern                        February 2012-May 2012 

Federal Community Defender Office, Capital Habeas Unit 
Philadelphia, PA  Supervisors: Elizabeth Larin, Esq. & David Zuckerman, Esq. 

 Researched and prepared legal memoranda on a variety of psycho-legal issues 

 Assisted in identification of mental health issues in capital habeas cases  
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Legal Intern                   September2010-May 2011 

Juvenile Law Center 

Philadelphia, PA  Supervisor: Lourdes Rosado, Esq. 

 Researched and prepared legal memoranda on a variety of psycho-legal issues 

 Performed background research and provided draft language for an amicus brief submitted in J.D.B. v. 

North Carolina, 564 U.S. ___ (2011) 

 Created a database of empirical literature on several psycho-legal topics  

 

Managing Editor of Symposia                May 2010-May 2011 

Villanova Law Review 
Villanova, PA 

 Assisted in organizing two symposia for the law school legal community; organized staffing for events 

 Edited outside articles contributed to the law review by symposia speakers 

 Supervised and provided feedback to source-checkers 

 Collaborated with authors on revisions to articles  

 

Academic Honors and Awards 
 
Scientist-Practitioner Award, University of Virginia School of Medicine Postdoctoral Fellowship Program (2015) 

American Academy of Forensic Psychology Dissertation Award (2012) 

Cum Laude, Villanova University School of Law (2011) 

Magna Cum Laude, St. Mary’s College of Maryland (2006) 

Awarded the B. Jonathan Sekula Memorial Award “Established to recognize achievement in the major by a 

graduating senior who intends to pursue an advanced degree in psychology” (2006) 

Dean’s List, St. Mary’s College of Maryland (2002-06) 

Merit Scholarship, St. Mary’s College of Maryland (2002-06) 

 

Professional Affiliations 
 

American Psychology-Law Society  

American Psychological Association  



 

Handout 82 



   
 

Page 1 of 23 
 

The Statement of the Forsyth County District Attorney’s Office Regarding the 

Innocence Claims of Merritt (Drayton) Williams 

     SUMMARY: 

Despite having confessed to his involvement in 3 separate murders in Winston-Salem during the 

1980’s, the defendant Merritt Drayton Williams is now seeking to have his confessions and 

convictions overturned by this body of Commissioners in 2 of those 3 cases.  The following is a 

summary of why the Defendant Williams’ confessions and convictions should not be disturbed by 

this body of Commissioners. 

1. In re: the murder of Blanche Bryson:  Defendant Merritt Drayton Williams (hereinafter 

referred to as the Defendant) originally reached out and told investigators with the 

Winston-Salem Police Department that he and another individual known only as “The 

Lieutenant” were responsible for murdering Blanche Bryson during a home invasion.  

Defendant said “The Lieutenant” strangled Ms. Bryson to death in his presence, and 

together they stole items from her home.  Now, Darren Johnson has told attorneys for the 

Commission that he was the one that actually strangled Blanche Bryson and Johnson’s 

DNA was also found under Blanche Bryson’s fingernails.  Although Johnson now claims 

that he acted alone, Johnson also offered that he used LSD frequently during that period of 

his life.  It is worth noting that Defendant Williams had consistently maintained to 

investigators that he was only interested in breaking in and stealing items from Blanche 

Bryson’s home and that it was someone else that actually strangled Ms. Bryson. 

 

At Defendant’s own trial for participating in the killing of Ms. Bryson while breaking into 

her home, during the sentencing phase, Defendant testified under oath with his two lawyers 

present and reiterated his involvement and remorse in the murder of Blanche Bryson and 

also spoke of his involvement in the murder of Arthur Wilson.  See Appendix A. 

 

It is entirely possible that the Defendant Williams and Darren Johnson acted in concert in 

the home invasion of Blanche Bryson, exited her residence following her murder and went 

their separate ways.  It is at that point that another witness, Robbin Carmichael, believes 

he went back to the crime scene with Johnson, long after Defendant Williams could have 

left the area. 

 

2. In re: the murder of Arthur Wilson:  To this day, not one single witness has recanted 

what they told investigators about the Defendant’s involvement in Arthur Wilson’s death.  

The Defendant Williams, when he initially confessed to law enforcement about his 

involvement in the murder of Arthur Wilson, provided 12 facts to investigators that were 

confirmed by witnesses or evidence found at the scene.  When the defendant Williams was 

interviewed by law enforcement officers a second time, he provided 12 additional facts that 

were also confirmed by witnesses or evidence found at the scene.  In order to have that 

level of detail, it is more than reasonable to believe that the Defendant was actually at the 

scene of, and participated in, the crime.    Please see Appendix B. 
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In fact, the Defendant Williams’ girlfriend at the time, Mattie Mae Davis, has 

consistently maintained that she witnessed co-defendant Sammy Mitchell beating and 

kicking Arthur Wilson outside of a drink house while Darryl Hunt was present, and 

then watched as Mitchell and the Defendant Williams rummaged through the 

victim’s pants pockets.  Davis also told attorneys for the Commission that the Defendant 

Williams was always a violent person.  

 

In fact, Davis also provided a statement to investigators when Defendant Williams killed 

Mary Smith by throwing her down a flight of stairs, a crime for which the Defendant would 

ultimately plead guilty to one count of Involuntary Manslaughter.  Interestingly 

enough, the Defendant does not challenge his confession or conviction in that 

particular case. 

 

The elected District Attorney at the time of the second Darryl Hunt trial, Warren Sparrow, 

told attorneys for the Commission that he recalled that Defendant William’s testimony 

was “vivid” and that Defendant Williams actually demonstrated to the jurors how he 

hit Arthur Wilson with the axe handle.  Sparrow also told the Commission that it took 

his breath away when he watched Defendant Williams testify.  Defendant had already plead 

guilty to second degree murder for his role in the murder of Arthur Wilson.  It is also worth 

noting that the Defendant had two respected and experienced criminal defense attorneys 

when he testified in the Probable Cause Hearing and when he entered his guilty plea in the 

Arthur Wilson case. See Appendix C. 

 

Attorneys for the Commission also interviewed Dr. Pat Lantz, a medical examiner from 

Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center.  While Dr. Lantz questioned some of the findings 

and credentials of Dr. McCool, who filed the original autopsy report, nonetheless, Dr. 

Lantz also stated that he could not exclude the possibility that the head wound 

suffered by the decedent Arthur Wilson, would have been caused by the flat end of 

the axe handle, similar to the one taken out of Defendant Williams’ residence. 

 

 

 

3. Finally, attorneys for the Commission, in an attempt to convince this body of 

Commissioners that the Defendant Williams provided false confessions in 2 of his 3 

murders and subsequent confessions, have included the opinions of psychologist, Sharon 

Kelley who opined that the confessions made by the Defendant have the same 

characteristics as known false confession cases.  Apparently, Kelley did no analysis of the 

Defendant’s known true confession when Defendant murdered Mary Smith. 

 

While there do not appear to be any cases directly on point  to rely on as precedent in the 

North Carolina appellate courts,  the U.S. Federal District Court for the Eastern District of 
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Virginia stated in U.S v. Rodriguez-Soriano, 2017 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 205341, that while 

the 4th Circuit Court of Appeals has not directly opined on the possibility of expert 

testimony regarding false confessions, the Court did state that most circuit courts 

directly considering the admission of expert testimony on false confessions have 

determined that such testimony is inadmissible. 

 

The Court in that opinion also went on to state that false confession expert testimony 

is inadmissible on the basis that “the science of false confessions is unreliable,” and 

“there is no ‘known or potential error rate’ that can be attributed to false confession 

studies. 

 

The Court in Rodriguez-Soriano found that even if the expert’s proposed testimony was 

reliable, it would still fail the second requirement of the Daubert test for admissibility 

because the expert’s proposed testimony on false confessions would be “unhelpful to the 

jury, which is fully capable of assessing the truthfulness of Mr. Rodriguez-Soriano’s 

alleged confession.”  Such expert testimony would unlawfully invade the province of the 

jury. 

 

The State of North Carolina, by way of an example, when prosecuting a case where a child 

would be called as a witness, would be prohibited from calling an “expert witness” to testify 

that the child had provided truthful allegations or testimony, yet it appears that the attorneys 

for the Commission are attempting to use such testimony that would otherwise be 

prohibited in the Superior Courts of North Carolina, in attempting to convince this body 

that Defendant Williams’ confessions, trial testimony and convictions should not be 

upheld. 

 

It is the opinion and recommendation of the Forsyth County District Attorney’s Office that 

this body of Commissioners should not disturb the convictions and confessions of the 

Defendant, Merritt Drayton Williams, in the murders of Blanche Bryson and Arthur 

Wilson.  Those victims deserve justice, too. 
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IN DEPTH ANALYSIS 

I. The Murder of Arthur Wilson 

There is no new relevant, credible and admissible evidence that refutes the defendant’s own 

admission of guilt to the murder of Arthur Wilson.  The innocence claims of Merritt Williams are 

new, they are relevant, they are admissible, but they are not credible. 

Merritt Drayton Williams’s Statements to the Police 

The Defendant Williams first contacted detectives for the Winston-Salem Police Department 

(WSPD) on April 9, 1986 to tell them that he had information on an unsolved murder.  The WSPD 

did not seek him out as a suspect in this unsolved murder that occurred in September of 1983. [see 

attached Appendix A].  WSPD Detective Hicks had no knowledge of the Arthur Wilson case when 

Drayton first spoke to her at the Forsyth County Jail.  In fact, Hicks had to return to the WSPD 

Public Safety Center (PSC) to look up the Wilson murder file so that she would have some idea of 

the facts of the case of which Williams was speaking.  Only after she familiarized herself with the 

Wilson case did she conduct a more formal interview of Williams.         

As is typical with the confessions of suspects, Williams gradually provided more and more 

information and increasingly implicated himself in the murder of Arthur Wilson.  The purported 

expert Sharon Kelley stated that the defendant’s confession has the hallmarks of other known false 

confessions.  Sharon Kelley stated that one of the factors that leads to false confessions is the 

confirmation bias of the investigating officers.  Therefore, if the defendant’s confessions are to be 

found false, then Detective Hicks and others must have unduly influenced the defendant and are 

therefore mistaken in their sworn depositions that they did not.  The District Attorney for Forsyth 

County holds the position that the confessions of Williams were and are truthful and that the 

interviewing detectives acted entirely appropriately. [see Appendix B].  

The nature and pattern of Merritt Williams’s confession in the Arthur Wilson case is very 

similar to his confession in the Mary Smith murder case.  Williams was interviewed about Mary 

Smith’s death on March 17, 1986, where he admitted being present at her death, but not to being 

the cause.  Williams was interviewed again on March 18, 1986, and this time he confessed to be 

angry at Mary Smith and to pushing her down a flight of stairs, causing her death.  

Merritt Drayton Williams’s Statements Under Oath 

 Merritt Drayton Williams testified under oath on May 5, 1986 in the joined Probable Cause 

Hearings for himself, Darryl Hunt, and Sammie Mitchell in the matter of the Arthur Wilson 

homicide.  The proceedings were taken down by a Court Reporter and all co-defendants were 

represented by counsel.  Williams testified under oath, while sitting in the witness box in front of 

Hunt and Mitchell, whom he had accused of murder.  Even then, Williams confirmed that his 

statements to the detectives were truthful and accurate.  He was cross-examined by the attorneys 

for Hunt and Mitchell.  Williams did not recant his confession.   
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Statements of Witnesses Were Consistent with Drayton’s Confession 

 Many witnesses were questioned by WSPD detectives in 1986, including Williams’s then 

girlfriend Mattie Mae Davis.  Those witness’s statements were consistent with the statements that 

Drayton gave to WSPD detectives.  [see Appendix B] 

No Witness Interviewed by the Commission Attorneys Has Recanted 

 The Attorneys for the Commission were able to locate several of the original witnesses in 

the Arthur Wilson case, including Mattie Mae Davis.  Some of those witnesses could not remember 

what happened over thirty years ago while others could remember some of what happened.  None 

of those witnesses recanted the statements that they gave to detectives in 1986.   

Merritt Drayton Williams Pled Guilty to the Murder of Arthur Wilson 

 On November 18, 1986, Merritt Drayton Williams pled guilty to the lesser-included 

offense of Second Degree Murder for the murder of Arthur Wilson.  He was represented by counsel 

at the time.  He was placed under oath to confirm his answers to the questions in the plea transcript.  

[see Appendix C]. Williams signed the plea transcript agreeing to a life sentence and pleading to 

the murder of Arthur Wilson.  He did not enter a No Contest or Alford plea.  Williams entered a 

plea fully acknowledging his guilt.  Williams was represented at the time by Charles Redden and 

Kevin Mauney, both experienced and esteemed criminal defense attorneys in Forsyth County.   

 Both of Williams’s attorneys had an ethical duty to ensure that he did not plead guilty 

against his wishes, and that Willams did not plead guilty when both attorneys believed there was 

insufficient evidence to prove his guilt.  Had Williams told both of his attorneys that his 

confessions in the Arthur Wilson case were false, both attorneys would have an ethical duty to 

advise him against taking the plea admitting guilt.  There is no indication in the record that 

Williams told his attorneys that he had falsely confessed, or that his attorneys believed that 

Williams had falsely confessed.   

 Williams received the benefit of his plea offer in the Wilson case.  He was not convicted 

for First Degree Murder, of which he was, at the very least, guilty because of his acting in concert 

to Felony Murder.   

Williams Testified in Sentencing Phase of the Blanche Bryson Murder Trial 

 In early August of 1987, Willaims was convicted by a jury of his peers for the First Degree 

Murder of Blanche Bryson.  He was placed under oath and admitted to the jury to his involvement 

in the Arthur Wilson murder and the Blanche Bryson murder. [see Appendix A].  Just prior to this 

testimony, but after the guilty verdict, Williams asked to speak with Detective Hicks and again 

confessed to his involvement in the Blanche Bryson murder.  At no time during his testimony did 

Williams recant the statements he made to WSPD detectives regarding the Arthur Wilson murder, 

even though his attorneys questioned him about it while he was on the stand. [see Appendix A]. 
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Williams Testified in the Second Darryl Hunt Trial for the Arthur Wilson Murder 

 In March of 1990, Williams testified under oath, in open court, and subject to the cross-

examination of the counsel representing Darryl Hunt.  There is no transcript in existence for that 

trial because Darryl Hunt was found Not-Guilty by a Catawba County jury.  Warren Sparrow was 

the elected District Attorney for Forsyth County at the time of that trial.  Mr. Sparrow was present 

for that trial and supervised his assistants in its prosecution.   

 Mr. Sparrow has stated to attorneys for this Commission that he observed the testimony of 

Merritt Drayton (Williams) at that trial.  He cannot recall specifics of the trial, but he was able to 

recall that Williams’s testimony was “vivid,” and that Williams actually physically demonstrated 

how he had hit Arthur Wilson with an axe handle.  This testimony by Williams took place over 

three years since he had plead guilty to the murder of Wilson.  Williams was still admitting his 

involvement under oath. 

Expert Witness Houck’s Opinion Not Relevant to Guilt 

 The attorneys for the Commission have sought the help of expert witness Houck of 

Forensic Science International to give an opinion as to the evidence of the fibers found in the axe 

handle that was seized from Williams’s apartment.  Williams told WSPD detectives that the stick 

used by himself and his co-defendants was an axe handle that Sammie Mitchell had brought with 

him to the drink house near where Arthur Wilson was murdered.  A trace evidence expert for the 

State found fibers embedded in the axe handle which the expert opined were consistent with the 

fabric of some of the clothing of Arthur Wilson. 

 Mr. Houck has given the opinion that because the axe handle was found years after the 

crime occurred, the fibers cannot be used for comparison because of a faulty chain-of-custody of 

the evidence.  However, any gaps in the chain -of-custody of evidence by law only go to the weight 

of the evidence, not the admissibility.  Williams’s attorneys could have argued to the jury that the 

gaps in the chain-of-custody made the trace evidence expert’s evidence not credible and not 

probative of Williams’s guilt.  Such gaps in chain-of-custody would be scrutinized by the jury 

itself to determine whether or not the trace fiber evidence was credible and could assist the jury in 

its determination of Williams’s guilt.   

 But this issue is entirely moot since Williams voluntarily pled guilty to the murder of 

Arthur Wilson, so there was no trial where attorneys could argue about the admissibility or weight 

to be given the evidence.  Williams waived his constitutional rights to address that evidence on 

November 18, 1986 when he chose to plead guilty. 

Forensic Pathologists Interviewed Not Inconsistent with Williams’s Confessions 

 The attorneys for the Commission interviewed Dr. Butts, who at the time of Arthur 

Wilson’s murder was the Deputy Chief Medical Examiner for the State of North Carolina.  Dr. 

Butts does not remember specifically reviewing the autopsy report that was prepared by Dr. 

McCool.  Dr. Butts was able to recount the standard procedure for the review of autopsy reports 

and he confirmed that he would have been the ME reviewing the report of Dr. McCool in the 

Arthur Wilson case.  Dr. Butts stated that Dr. McCool would have sent his autopsy report to Dr. 
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Butts for review and approval before it was made official.  Dr. Butts stated that the official final 

autopsy report appears to be the same as the one submitted by Dr. McCool.  Dr. Butts stated that 

because of this, he must have had no concerns that Dr. McCool had made any significant errors or 

omissions in his autopsy report. 

 The attorneys for the Commission also interviewed Dr. Lantz, who is the senior forensic 

pathologist and Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center in Winston-Salem.  Dr. Lantz stated that the 

wound that was found on the back of Arthur Wilson’s head does not look like it was caused by an 

axe handle or other round stick.  Dr. Lantz stated that it looked like an injury that could have been 

caused by the victim being pushed or having fallen to the ground and hitting his head on the 

ground, or by the victim being hit in the back of the head with a flat hard object.  Dr. Lantz stated 

that he could not exclude the possibility that the wound could have been caused by the flat side of 

the head of an axe handle where the axe head itself would normally be attached. 

 When questioned about the fact that Dr. McCool’s autopsy report stating that it found no 

other injuries on the body of the victim, Dr. Lantz responded, “remember that [Dr. McCool] was 

not a forensic pathologist.”  Dr. Lantz said that Dr. McCool, “may not have been looking at real 

small, little injuries.”  Dr. Lantz further stated that the victim appeared to be a dark skinned black 

male and that bruises were more difficult to find on the body of a dark skinned person, and were 

especially hard for someone who wasn’t trained and had no experience in doing an autopsy of a 

dark skinned person.  Dr. Lantz also stated that the victim’s clothing could also have mitigated any 

injuries that might normally be caused by being beaten, kicked, and struck with an axe handle.   

 Neither Dr. Butts, nor Dr. Lantz can provide any opinion that contradicts the events as 

retold by Drayton in his multiple confessions, multiple testimonies, and the accounts of the eye 

witnesses.  Dr. Lantz and Dr. Butts were asked to give opinions based on an autopsy report and 

autopsy photos that are thirty-six years old.  Dr. Butts stated that the photos that were taken at the 

autopsy were not sufficient in number, because they didn’t have digital cameras back then.  Even 

if Dr. Butts or Lantz were able to give the opinion that the victim’s head injury was definitively 

caused by him hitting his head on the ground, that would be consistent with Williams’s statement 

that Sammie Mitchell “clothes-lined” Arthur Wilson, thus knocking the victim to the ground.  

 

II. The Report and Opinion of Sharon Kelley is Unreliable and Inadmissible 

 

 The attorneys for the Commission retained the services of Sharon Kelley, who is offered 

as an expert in “false confessions.”  Federal Courts have ruled that under the Daubert standard for 

the admissibility of expert testimony, such reports and testimony as offered are inadmissible.  In 

United States v. Rodriguez-Soriano, 2017 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 205341, the U.S. District Court for 

the Eastern District of Virginia, Alexandria Division, stated that the 4th Circuit Court of Appeals 

“has not directly opined on the possibility of expert testimony regarding false confessions.” (Id. at 

pg. 5) However, the Court did state that “most circuit courts to directly consider the admission of 

expert testimony on false confessions have determined such testimony is inadmissible.”  The Court 

in that opinion went on to state that false confession expert testimony is inadmissible on the basis 
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that “the science of false confessions is unreliable,” and “there is no ‘known or potential error rate’ 

that can be attributed to false confession studies.”  (Id. at pg. 6)  

 The Court in Rodriguez-Soriano found that even if the expert’s proposed testimony was 

reliable, which we do not concede in this case, it would still fail the second requirement of the 

Daubert test because the expert’s proposed testimony on false confessions would be “unhelpful to 

the jury, which is fully capable of assessing the truthfulness of Mr. Rodriguez-Soriano’s alleged 

confession.” (Id. at pg. 7) Such expert opinion would unlawfully invade the province of the jury.   

 There appear to be no cases decided by the North Carolina Court of Appeals or the North 

Carolina Supreme Court on the issue of the admissibility of experts on false confessions since the 

State of North Carolina changed its evidence rule on expert witnesses to be in line with the Federal 

Rules.  Therefore, federal court decisions on the issue are persuasive as to how North Carolina 

courts should and would rule on the issue. 

 Sharon Kelley opined that one of the causes of police obtaining false confessions is that 

there is Confirmation Bias existing where the police know the facts, believe the suspect to be 

guilty, and thus unduly influence the statements of the suspect to meet the bias of the police 

officers.  Ms. Kelley’s was retained in a case where the defendant confessed, for the purpose of 

determining whether or not his confessions were false, for a hearing where the defendant is 

claiming that his confessions are false because he is innocent.  Ms. Kelley’s entire opinion is a 

textbook illustration of confirmation bias on her own part.   

 Sharon Kelley opined that the circumstances of Merritt Drayton Williams and his 

confessions have the hallmarks of “known false confession” cases.  However, Ms. Kelley did not 

analyze whether or not these same circumstances also have the hallmarks of known TRUE 

confession cases.  There is no scientific method involved here, merely a cherry-picking of 

subjective data.   

 Sharon Kelley did not address the fact that Williams pled guilty to the murder of Arthur 

Wilson and admitted his involvement in the murders of both Arthur Wilson and Blanche Bryson 

under oath.  Sharon Kelley did not analyze the confession of Merritt Drayton Williams for his 

murder of Mary Smith; a confession that Willams does not recant.  

 

III. The Confession and DNA Testing of Darren Johnson 

 Darren Johnson has confessed to strangling Blanche Bryson.  His first such statement was 

given to attorneys for the Commission.  This statement was audio recorded, but not video recorded.  

When asked why they did not video record the interview, staff for the Commission stated, “We’re 

not police.”   

 Attorneys for the Commission retained the services of a purported expert on false 

confessions who is critical of the investigative techniques of the WSPD detectives over 30 years 

ago.  Yet the attorneys for the Commission refused to follow the basic guidelines that all police 

officers must follow today when conducting interviews in a murder investigation.  Video recording 

technology is much more readily available and easy than it was in 1986.  By contrast, when WSPD 

detectives conducted the follow-up interview of Darren Johnson, they were sure to video record 

the entire interview.   

 What is clear from both statements of Darren Johnson is that he has a vague memory of 

the incidents that occurred on December 10, 1985.  He could not provide the detail of the incident 
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that Williams was able to provide when he confessed.  In fact, Johnson admitted that he was on 

LSD at the time of the murder.  The Forsyth County District Attorney’s Office does not dispute 

the evidence that Darren Johnson may have strangled Blanche Bryson to death.  The District 

Attorney’s Office DOES dispute any argument that this new evidence exonerates Merritt Drayton 

Williams of his confessed involvement in the murder.   

 Williams never stated that he was the one that strangled the victim.  He only ever stated 

that he was part of the break-in and participated in stealing items from the home of Blanche Bryson, 

and that he was present when Ms. Bryson came home and interrupted them.  He also gave several 

different monikers to identify his accomplice.  As can be seen in all the witness statements, from 

thirty years ago and this year, many of the people involved did not know the real names of people 

they saw every day.  It would not be unusual for Darren Johnson to have committed a crime with 

an accomplice that he did not know that well, and not remember the real name of that accomplice.   

 Furthermore, Johnson’s failure to remember the face of Merritt Drayton Williams is not 

shocking in the least.  Over 33 years had passed since the murder when Darren Johnson made his 

admissions.  Johnson himself has admitted to suffering mental illness.  Because the initial 

interview was not videotaped by the attorneys for the Commission, we cannot observe Johnson’s 

actual viewing of the Drayton’s photo.  The attorneys for the Commission did not seek the services 

of Sharon Kelley to analyze the confessions of Darren Johnson to determine whether or not 

Johnson was completely reliable as a witness.  Thus Confirmation Bias is perfectly illustrated 

again.  

 

CONCLUSION 

 

 No new evidence has been presented to undermine these convictions that would be 

admissible in a court of law, as shown by the following: 

 Williams approached the WSPD on his own volition.  The WSPD had no prior opinion as 

to whether Williams was as suspect in the murders of Arthur Wilson and Blanche Bryson.  

There can be no confirmation bias when the WSPD do not know that Williams was 

involved in the killings.   

 Williams not only confessed, but he reiterated his confessions multiple times in hearings 

and trials over several years.   

 Williams pled guilty while represented by two experienced and competent attorneys.   

 No witnesses have recanted their earlier statements.   

 Any gaps in the chain of custody for the axe handle and the fibers collected from it do not 

affect their admissibility according to the law.   

 The opinions of the forensic pathologists are not inconsistent with the defendant’s 

confessions.   

 The proposed report, opinion, and testimony of Sharon Kelley would be inadmissible 

under the Rules of Evidence, given that the science is unreliable and it invades the province 

of the jury.  The attorneys for the Commission have failed to protect against confirmation 

bias in their own investigation.   
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 The confession of Darren Johnson, who claims he was using LSD, and who currently 

suffers from mental illness, is not inconsistent with the guilt of the defendant pursuant to 

felony murder in the death of Blanche Bryson. 

  

 There is no new evidence that has been collected and presented to this Commission that 

supports any argument that Merritt Drayton Williams is actually innocent.  The purpose of this 

Commission and its staff is an important one.  It has noble goals, and its existence is vital to the 

maintenance of the public trust in our judicial system.   

 However, to allow a convicted murderer to decide thirty years later that he wants to deny 

his guilt in two of the three murders to which he confessed creates an even greater risk of the 

erosion in the public trust of the judicial system.  The families and friends of Arthur Wilson and 

Blanche Bryson were told that Merritt Drayton would spend the rest of his life in prison as just 

punishment for the crimes that he committed.  They trusted that when a defendant confessed 

multiple times and pled guilty to the murder of Arthur Wilson, that the justice system would honor 

those promises.  

 Thirty years ago, Merritt Drayton admitted his guilt in the murders of Arthur Wilson and 

Blanche Bryson; their voices silenced by his acts.  The Forsyth County District Attorney’s Office 

still speaks for those silent murdered souls.  Merritt Williams is guilty of the murders of Arthur 

Wilson and Blanche Bryson. 

 

 

 

 

       

Forsyth County District Attorney’s Office 

Prosecutorial District 31 

Winston-Salem, North Carolina 
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DAPPSS , '.. . ■
5/86 DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION

•  official CRIME VERSION

MEMORANDUM

To: Rush ' , ' ' , Date: Sovember 24,. 1987

RECEIVED"
■ mi so

PAROLE COMMISSION

Prom: Charlotte Mines, R-11"
Greensboro PRAC ' . . '

Subject: Herrlt Drayton Wil-Hams 20558—MHT''
UCR; ' Life

•86. ™^18809 - First Dettree Murder? On or about •03-'l,7-83, in Forsyth County, Merrlt
Drayton'Williams did feloniously-of malice

afbrethdught kill and tnirder Arthur Wilson.

flhis was Westigated by Det. R.A, Spillman.of the WtnstoaSalem Police Dept. He
stated- that upon his arrival to the 700 block of Clareaont Ave., he observed a black
B^e. lying face up in the street. Subject appeared to. be unconscidOTy-but upon
arrival of. the ashulance personnel, subject was pronounced dead at the scene. A
witness to the homicide, Linda.W^ser^ stated that she and Ronald KcGee wpre driying
down the street whaajth^ observed three black males leaning over the deceased person,
hitting and IrjfVHi.ns him and also, going through his pockets. She stated and she and
■Iftc. McGee attei^ted to chase the .three subjects, hdwev«, they were last seen-ruhniag
south in the 1500 block of ClaremOttt Ave. Ihe victim ia this matter ws. Arthur Wilson,
black'male, born 03-1-7-26. v • ' . \

.  Subject appeared in Forsyth County Sup'erlor Court on 11—18"^6 before the Honorable
Julius A. Rbusseau where he" entered a plea of guilty to second degree murder and
received a life sentence. .The co-defendmts in this crime were Daryl Hunt, idio received
40 years Sammy Hitc^, who received 50 years. • ■ ■ ' \

86 iERS-31738 - Murder: On or about' 12-10-85," in Forsyth-Countyi Merrlt Willla^ Drayton
■  ■ ■ ^ ^ " t/n Merrit Drayton Williams, did feloniously.and of m^ice and .

aforethou^t VriTi And murder Blanche R. Bryson. ihis matter was Inv^estigated by Det.
t.A. Freeland of the Winston Salem Police Dept. ■ •
Det. Freeland stated in his offense report that upon his ai5:ival. at 2705 ailm^ Ave., he
observed a black female Iji^g on the floor with some type of electrical cord wrapped . .
aroimd her neck, and that she had already been pronounced dead at the scene. The
deceased was identified as Blanche R, Bryson. Det. Freel^ stated that he Intw^ed'
anmn Davls Hhrbori *dio ims a friend of the deceased. She stated that she and her hwband
were to haVe'met Miss Bryson at'her residence earlier in the evening to go to. a Christmas
party. Dpoh their arrival, she observed Ittss Bryson's car pulling away from the curb at
a high rate of speed and sbe became very suspicious. She stated Miss Bryson did not
answer ber door and. she" and her husband continued on to the party.. Biey atteiBpted to
call Miss Bryson several timesi, but the line was always'busy. She stated ^e. con^cted
iMLas Biyson's sdn', Tj/rone Bryson, and asked him to meet them at his s residence.
When they entered the residence, they observed her lying in the middle of ,thelivlngroom
floor and the room was fcansacked. • •

Subject appeared in Forsyth County Superior Court .on 08-04-87 hiefore Judge'William
— .a ■ vv-ttoinaTi - , nrnfitdfrffi. ,amd was found'guilty by; a jury And received a-life sentenceSs^aS^P^^Kw^fStaat the erpiratibn of all. sentences he is n«^
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INTERVIEW: PAUL lANDIBajaBl
DAIE; 04-15-86

TIME: 1719 Hours
PEESENT: Det. R. N. Weavil

Det. T. H. Hicks

Weavil:

Landinghani:

Tfeavil;

Mr. Lanlingiiam, this is an interview in reference to an incident
vMch toc^ place on Claranont Avenue sane two to three years ago,
involving a friend of yours by the name of Aarthur Wilson. Do you
ransiiber this incident?

Yes, I do.

Explain to me \diat happened up there,
this incident?

Who was involved in with

T-anrj-ipgham; It. was tsi or twelve people in the house. Sane in one room playing
cards* in another room drinking. Arthur Holiday, a friend
mine, whidi had beei drinking. He had gotten drunk. He was getting
ready to leave. He asked ms to take him home. I told him I didn't
have a car. In the house there was ityself, Arthur Holiday, Patricia
-I don't remeniber her last name- Jfettie Davis, Johnny Ray Canada,
- vdip - Scpny Mitchell, Darxyl Hunt and Ezzel's wife, th^ call
her Red. I know she was there. Arthur left. Sannty and Darryl left
before they did, about maybe ai^^vAiere from 20 minutes to 30 minutes
before Holiday did. Holiday told roe he was going and he left.
About t^ - maybe about ten minutes after that Patricia cxme in the
house and she said, "They done killed that roan." She said, Th^
hit VfiTn in the head and knocked a hole in his head." By that ^
everj^aody junped up and run out of the house. I told -^sn I wouldn t
going to even go because I didn't want to see it. I didn't go out
of the house. That's, you know, about all I know about that.

When you talking about a -house, whose house was it? Where's it at?

It's in the 1800 Block of Claremont. Ezell Glower's house.

How did you know vhat man they were talking about?

Bjw did I know what man who was talking about? I asked the girljr
"What man?" She say the man with the red shirt on. ^!yself and Arthur
Holiday was the only two people that had on a red shirt. She said,
"The man that jtist left here with the red shirt on."

You taiv-ing about Patricia told you that?

That's idiat Patricia said. She said it was the mail with the
red shirt. The one that just left here with the red shirt on.

Wieavil:

Landingham:

Weavil:

Landingham:

Hicks:

Landingham:

Hicks;

Landingham: J All she said was that they killed him. Said, _ "Otey hit ̂  in
the head." She said, "He got a big hole in his head.' I asked
her was it at? I asked her Ddiere it happened. She say, there
by the store." That's approximately a block away.

Hicks: Do you remember idiat time?

Landingham: Well, it was in the sunmertime and it just had got dark^QQ^^^
NCIIC - WSPD

Did she say anything else?
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Hicks: But, you kncjw for sure it was dark.

Landin^iam: It was dark.

Hicks! And, Patricia came in ten minutes after Art left?

Landingham: About ten. minutes after he had left.

Hicks: What did you do after she came in and said that the man had been
killed.

Landingham: Ifell, I asked her viiat man. She said, "The man that just left here,
the one with the red shirt on." I assume it was Holiday because he
and I was the only two pecple in the house that had on a red shirt
and she say the man that just left here. So, I assume that was him.

HLcks! What did you do then? Did you go out to see him?

Landingham: No, I didn't go out of the house at all.

Hicks: Did anjidsody else?

Landingham: Just about everybody in the house went out to see what was going on.

Hicks: Do you ransnber if Saniiiy or Darryl came back that night, came back
to the house?

Laiidingham: They didn't ccrae back viiile I was there. I stayed there 'til approxdmatel
one o'clock that night and they didn't stay. They didn't ccme back.

Hicks: Are you real sure about the times on this?

Landingham: Wbll, I know it was at night. It had just gotten dark. And, you know,
it get dark in the suimiertime around 8:00, 8:30, scniewhere along there.

Weavil: And, you're saying it's after it got dark.

Landingham: It was after it got dark.

Weavil: After this incident occurred that night, did you later find out that
it ̂flas your friend, in fact, that had got killed?

Landingham: Yes, I did. It sane of the pecple that came back that told me that
it was Holiday.

Wfeavil: Did you go to the funeral or ai^fthing like that.

T-and-rngham; Nb, I didn't. I was working at the time.

Hicks: This ends the interview with Paul Landingham.

/bb

000745
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INTERVIEW: PAUL LaNDINGHAM

DATE; 04-15-86
TIME; 1757
PSESENT; Det. T. H. Hicks

Det, R. N. Weavil
Det. R. A. Spillman

Hicks: Paul, if you would, describe to us the type of friendship
that you had with Holiday.

Landingham: I been knowing Holiday ever since I vras about 12-13 years
old. We wouldn't the kind of friends that vtot you might
say we'd go out together all the time or run together or
drink i the time together. We was the kind of Sriends that
vdien we met with eadi other we were friends then, you know.
We shared together. He went his way and I went mine. That's
the kind of relationship we had.

Spillman: Paul, vMle you was there in the drink house that night, did
you at any time hear an argument between Samny Mitchell and
Darryl Hunt and Holiday?

Well, I been thinking about that ever since I beai sitting here
and I just really can't ranember. I hate to say yes and I hate
to say no. I just can't ratraniber, 'cause if I knew for sure
I'd say it.

Weavil: You were in what room?

Landingham: I was in the front rocau.

Weavil: And, what rocm were th^ in?

Tjrv^inijhaTn; Well, iTostly SaiEty and Darryl stayed in the kitchen. Holiday
was going back and forth.

Hicks; How do you know they left out the back door?

Landingham; Because vdien I went in there to get sane more cards, they
had gone. Th^ had to go out the back, 'cause they'd had to
cone by me to get out the front. I vras practically standing
in the doorway.

Weavil: So, how can you be sure as to how long before 2irt or Holiday left
that th^ left?

Landingham: Well, really, I saw Saimy when he - I saw his back when he went
out the door. 'Cause I went back in there to get sane cards.
It wouldn't long before Holiday cone in the rocm and said he
was going to leave.

Weavil; Wbuldn't long, how many minutes are you talking about there?

Landingham; Well, it was about maybe sanewhere between 20 minutes and a
half an hour.

000746
NCIIC - WSPD



/"I

INTERVIEW:

TD3E:

Page 2

PAUL IANDM3IAM
04-15-86

1757

V.

Spillman:

Landingham:

Spillman:

Landingham;

Spillman:

Landinghan:

Spillman:

Landingham:

Hicks:

/hb

All right, vdien Pat came back inside and said that thsfy'd
killed that man outside, sonebody asked v4io.

Satiebody asked who it was. She said, "The man that just left
here, the one with the red shirt on."

All right. Did - why didn't you asked her who was involved or
vdio had killed him?

I wouldn't thinking about anything like that then.

Is there any reason, Paul, that you hadn't catie to us and give
us this information before now?

Wbll, now, I really didn't know, because I didn't know vhere
they had found out who had did it. I hadn't heard anything
else about it until, when was it, yesterday.

All right, in your opinion, or have you heard vho is, in fact,
involved in the incident over there?

Well, I've heard speculations. Well, p^ple jipt sit around
and talk about things like that. Ever since this ̂ kes case,
they was saying that th^ thought maybe he - Sanny and Dar^l
had saaething to do with Ktolid^ being killed. And, this is
mostly peculation, but nobody really cone out and just said that
they knew anything about it or they heard anybody say definitely
that they knew.

This is the end of the interview of Paul Landingham. The time is
1803.

000747
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1  $ (At 3:25 PHf the judge-leaves the courtroom and

\

2  returns into open court momentarily.)

3  THE COURT! All right, approach the bench.

4  (Goihference at the bench.)

S" COURT: All right',' We' 11 take/a 15 minute

6  recess.

7  (At 3!29 PM, a mid'-afternbon recess is had.)

8  .(At .4:10 PM, the mid-rafternoon recess is ended,

9  The' jury is brought into open court.)

10 MR. STEIN: Your Honor, may we approach the

11 bench?

li

v'v*

13^:.

14-

lG.QQ.fcrence^ at/thev.'b^hchi)

,:&URNsj\having already been duly sworn
returhedvan^ "testified-on his oath as follows during:

9

,rcpur.feTt§PPtt,er^.);r. '; i9:-

*  . ♦ - •'« tf »« ' •
»4'.- 1 J

. V ■:

•.-^122#
■■•".nK--:'-.
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C

1

2

3

4"

B- ■'

6

7

Exhibit nine?

A. Yesr sir, I did.

Q, And-flicl ypii station somebody where Mrs, Hicks is

shown

•A'^ ■'*''"^,'Tfe'S%f'^ir^^ ■■ '"V, y ' . ■■ • *•• " '
'  "/ .• •' V . y\. ' ! '■ •.. ,'■ ■ * ' j'" ''.''-4" ' .j'

Q. Now, "aiiEth^c dicing fcha^'y did V6u eVer 'return to where
Mr. Garricker was?

A.

QQ,
Yes/ Bi.E, I .did. '

 ■ an'S ..aghiny tfiSt .^r-.w!il.fe.;:he; W
•represent ..where ^th'|, pho'to^^^ *

StS^te • s* ••Bxhriilt , * •■■

whh took;. /'

Hri- Garricker,' didly.

u-.-i

'M

■>H-'

mi5fW
Stfi'

twm

i:%j" x»'
■V

•> *.*!• »-i»i C'>£4

m^^mm
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9

10

11

\ .
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there?

A. I would determine that there was someone in the area

of 18th Street. I could not recognize "any characteristics

.at all • '
'•

What'about face.f -black of • white? "pi %
A.

Q.

A.

Q.

on?'

A.

No, sir.

SeXr male or female?

No, sir,

/
/

/

Could you tell whether or- not the person had a hat

No, sir,

Cduld-vyGU'-^idehti.f^;Mhy.--item \
*  , •, • ^ -e* .i, v' t f. • ' ». •

No, sif.i. •• 'r,. ■
•. "•i. •• j •

»  ' * '• ** .,. ' . .•/ •. •

Now, did- any. 6f;-''tKe-'g.eopre.;'that-yon had stationed

there-haye. bhva hat? ■

A. .One indhyidual had on. a v/hi.te, I belieye called a

■

- {•*

. ¥?
. i..

*  T''**
#

up

■ ■w
•> «V>'
T- n T

M-W»
• ^ - i V«,u rJl'W ,.\s£".»

"Ss;,'

-  "V'-'
,;§J2.3.
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3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

>

15

16

17

18

1■ 9 ...

20

2l\.
' f .

22 ^
9>. 'i

23

■2% ■
\

25
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Yes.A.

Q. When you were back standing with Mr. Carricker and

looking up 18th Street south, could you see the hat on that

person's head? ^ -tw

A. No, sir.

Did you and Mr. CarrickVr then change posi.tions?

Yes, sir, we did.

And what" did you do thgn?

We moved up. to the position of State's Exhibit

number 10 represents the position where Barbara Bason, I

believe, V7as located.

\;Q; And is that the large blown-up-^hotdgraph that's on
'A-*? . . , \ ' • • * * ' '•> '* a". . ,

.  "-v < • »• •
. V*''v ***• ' ■ ' .
the' easel' now? •

"A. Yes.

.0.

A.

Q.

A.

•Q.. Did you, when you reached that position, did you look

up towards 18th Stree.t?

• A*

Q,

Yes,;,"siE.'i'/ -
"■ j*. »*• *

.  • •. v-

Qv 'AriU,\?hat couid you-.see .wh.eh you werd;-at .the at"..

could npt-i'r

maie.'fi:' female'; ■



Burns - direct

992

C

'O

:C

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

1;2-,

ia

14

15

have described, the white —

A. No, sir.

Q. — white kufi?

No.A-

■Q. > ■ After Mr. Carricker was stationed-thhre for. Miss'
Bason's position, did you then walk south t'owards 18th.

Street again?

hu

Q, And as you apptoached 18th Stre'eb and arrived therey

were the people still stationed where "you had/^le^ thein?5/•;

A. Yea.

'V ■' 'V:
"fey' were?- v.

A'i' Approximately 20 to 30 fee.f,- . '

Q. ;?hen--r did you, walk back to where Mr. Carricker was;, ;;

'f-'

■'.r

.  .. iv}.'-

.... ..

him

Bohqr;

. And
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1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10"

11

"v. " 4"

•iB'
..'■I- ';•

1-4.

15

.

993

to him before you could recognize who he was?

h. About 30 feet.

Q-,' . TUdvt going back to the Williams photographf the first
time','.'wHen you-got up to where you had stationed, did you

^ "''s* , ' . C "
make =any; signal of any kind tbwafds Mr, Car.rickdr?

A. • yes, sir.

Q. And how did you signal him?

A... Initially, I waved' at him with my arms,

Q. You say initially?
/

A. Yes, sir. I got ho-response, - ■ . ■

Q. And then what did you do?

Q."f Ahd^what^w.M':'the;/s^^^

A. fphree-flashes when- I was in position.

. -fffS 'A'.w'tii.

-  5^ •«£*KiS4^TV&'. •'
•/>» fe'iSrw5!>"£a:?kil'

If-A
2a'* ' -?V« *,

^'0v-..V y,, '

;'':19

• ••

I&r23:'

jiif

' '

.  4 • .

•: 5- S
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A.

Q. What was he to do?

Q. Which was what?

To take a php..to.graph,;^ •

tIRV jSlMs'

sir?

X.ug-X
VVsfei-V^^^rt
ft-'- f {nr/t^'V
w'N< >1 'O • »

zo:.

^^c2a

I i
-k^2m

fmM
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1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

.r2>

1,3

14

15

Mrs, Hicks was standing, isn't- that right?"

A. Six o£ them were. Six o£ them was standing where

Detective Weavil was standing.

•  . • Ml,

Q. And

A. The

half The

know them.

Q. Didri

A. No.

Q. And ;

street light right here, didn't you?

A. yes.^>sir;\ . l. '

^d ,the .p&?spn'"you.,kne^ a year,-year and.'a(-half,.

did you have him. under ■thWi'street-.light?

A.

Q

Yes.

■And .before 'you -went ',6ut'.there. you saw how he. .was

yv •

..H T ' .. V- '-A ■^. 'S.-'-.V 'sf'v, i.'.jf-: >is3^£



r •

1.51 -

1

2

3

'A-

996

A.

Q.

A.

h:.
f -kAif

.i'"*

hi'

yes, sir.

And when'did you do that?

The .Mrae high j.. I we^^,

• ••■j •> * . • • . ^ •• •'. ' •

seated against the back behind you,

Q. How„iong have ..you known roe?

..i,.- ' i^,p.uV",12 :yea^p »• , '•■ . . ^
Q. How 'long haye .you knj^vm Mr, ■

Abo.u|.:'l4.-yeaEp".'

1  • T ''A-h =:'i'... -lii-v.,- MoT fsi'-fe, ■■■•*■ ' '■• • •

sf

•  '

That's aU-T^e have, Yo.ur HonorMR. STEIN:

■'^W8.;
yy- v.
^ViviS

m«
t4#-. • M' mM

A'*-
\ !'i f":

■  '
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A.

" '■.•

That's exactly right, sir.

MR. SAUNDERS: That's all the questions I have..

THE.COURT! Come down.
^  • 'P^ . V

■ms- ETBIK: Tha:t'.B. all we My§«-

Mr:.- fearrlckei? ■"• ■ . "

(■The witness Carricker returns to the witness

stand.)
*  f I ,

im, STEIN I • Your Honor, I thlftH'%.sH.PW
V  "•* •

sworn bef ore the .jury...
■• ' \ t

(A'WihhesS'.ia duly sworp^.)

qV Please .t#rl the jury 'your fuilv.name ..and where you

-.16.
W"

10^1

mm.'/

la-.K".

•  #$« 'J.t.: i

0'^5 )Z .;y,auWo,EKedfthMWSWifl
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A. That's exactly right, sir,

MR. SAONDBRSs That's all the questions I have.

THE .COURT! Coine down.

•$T:BI!il! That'.e. ail we tiay©«.

Mr:.' fearri'c.ket? "• • • '

(The witness Carricker returns to the witness

stand,)

MR, STEIN I • Tour Honor, i thinjj he .shpu'l)!. ^

sworn hefore the jury,.

(Ai-witness.', is duly swbr)rV,.J

mm

a' s/•> ^ •.
6mEGT?'EXfiH'liiIATI0N.- !B^3::MR.;;;-^STE.IN:

,  » . » »»».**- f j

qV Please tei-l. the jury 'your f uil-narae .and whe-ce you

lim>

fSKWf:

* i iM

I- ihM'&Ki.

* v •* "" *"*'

55K Xl
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photographer?

A. ■ Self-employed since 1970.

Q. Have, you worked at any other kind of photography
"h'fefore •thah'? ' ■ s. V ' . , ' • ^ ;

motion picture photographer r and ar^ pho'lio.grapher.
Qi What education and, training have' you had in

cohpoctioh' with .PhPhogr.aphy?.

A. • Oniyersity of ,M;iarai> j^oUop

S. Array Photo Scho;ol^ Pp.kt Moharc,, New jersey? apd raa.ny.
many s.eiainars

■14lC- '■• .V, 'ti *1* ^

,u ' 1
.1-5- or What • -was' -your" f i irst job as" photographer ? How old

M  jr. '
ie r.y'

i''.'"•..W - •

'if '
1  I

-T'" 5 *A- .*

J'* r- il'

■•xV'fT. ,,

•' S^-f- .

m'A-.

i  '"V? .

-  -v." * *

wer-e

-.i9.-

>20. .

"■•■■•22,

■-■■•25
<■}. -
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.taken at night. , '

I4R, SADNDERS: Well, I object to that, Your

Honor.

►-fVV.fc.

Q. Sir, just not in elaborate detail, biit run through

f rom your j'pb'with the hdwsE^per here at age 16, positions
.  « • .fV '> • • « *•*•>■*

■ybu'ye h^d-,a.s .a,,iihot.p^^ ' ..:• ■ ■

hi Weil, \.niQtiqri,,^i9|^^^ i?hgfc6gra|>^e:^ television station,■if _ ^ -_ '■ * - ■*.1- - * S V

been ar/ar^/phbtojraphlir for. ^rmy cr imiiikl inv^siigatiiih.-

villus.fe'r;ation'-stf.o,r;kT:.^- .{ ■•':■■p.--^ s 'Vj- ''i^r ^
Havb" ypiii .ev"et5;.dpn6 any photography-in in

j* T.

iN'Vs.w^A" -Aus

mr:s&:

;tMk
-  -
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ia there on the easel. Have you seen that photograph

before?

A-

. . Q-?

Yea, sit.

Ahd -k'aB'kvyqu whether a photograph could .be taken at

nighttiine at .two o'dloc.fc' in .the»inothirig; tQ show What the ^

person could see who is.,taking that photograph.

HE. SAUNDERS: Well, I. object to the form of that

•question, Youp .Honor. ,• ■

THE„COURT} Sustained.
f  t

{Hr>'Ferguson and Mr. Stein confer.')

il 0. Sir, -can a camera take a photpgr.aph-at liight to
^  .. ... • V J

•  ,j . t

yi XI' . Vt •
•. ^ i'-.V-'V • ?' , ^

* '»• j :

•» j. . • ".

;13;;

14;

15

X  .

.■YeSf';siri\>

MR>;;,.;.SA?i^^ •obj.ebtion;
•' * ' ' f. '*

THE'COURT: Overruled.

Kl-SJ
.  • I. -i4.*

:'s BKhibit 16.

VAiiw-fe?

ii^-

M-t X

•■ « .—
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Q., What kind of equipment would be necessary to make a

niqhttime photograph to depict either State's Exhibit sine

or. -10? . . '
'* * » • ur_ »

A, .wor-mal- camera with a triRod aind .fast- film.^

y. * 1. • * ^ * *

then, at night?

A. Long exposure.

MR." SAUWhERS; .l!m B.orry,-I didn't hear that,
*  * . ^ . y * '' ' V.«

THE WITKMsSs Long exposure.

Q» The eqUipmeJnt is the same "'•except for .tripod a'hd^ the-
film, is that the — isn't"that-—

.T

.  • J •/<

rfep'reseht' whatfhah'- J^e.''Seen at^ night?

H -4

'.tf.

•  ■ ..

1^
•W

t-yji! <-v

L ■ I>?.^?rCL''^.A
** »*.•» Jis JV
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1.6
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THE COURT: Sustained.

Q. ' Not^, did you go out to Claremont Avenue last- week
with Les Burns about one-thirty in the. morning? ^

yes^ sir';

^&wKat <3ate wa.s/fiiia^fe?
A. Wednesday night/ early Thursday morning.

Q. Now, did you — looking first ̂ at the State's Exhib.it
ntpbeKnirfe which is :the^lon|ekt. view.-- did y.6^ statx^gn .
your'selE,where — I withdraw .that.

can you tell bV 'ldbkih^ at thai ■phbtQgrSPh and hWi^g

•'vC'c * V* •*• * ' fi'*!'. -i'V • i s.< * % *-• .

qV " ^d'did^ y.ou-go'v-arfd visit "that, feo'int? •
A. Yes.',, sir.

iSasMS

A- ; .*' -■• * .-Sf'
«—"IV. fK- 'iAV. Itcfit
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Les Burns?

A. Yes, sir.

MR, SAUNDERS: Your Honor, I'd object to the

leading.

THE COURTj Overruled. ' Go ahead.

Q. What did you see as you looked south after you

received the signal from Les- Burns?

■A. Could make out images of people. It would have been

difficult to count how many. Could not tell if they were

black or white, male or female.

Q. Nowy did"—; could you tell what clothes they had on?
;  ,. 'j A.S..■ Nb;'-si-irv''- •

•  ̂ •.« .V

p,.- ■ e6aid..'y.ou. •tell^whie^h^^ not- -they had hats on?
A. No, sir.

Q. Did you see a person with a white hat on?

A,, , Np,.;ai.r.,.-

do after-you got the." signal'.
•  V a'

u

;vc\/Hv" ^'.-v ^ '
A.* . Tdper^'d^'the- shiitCer- oh""-the 'carae'ra'-dnd. inade the' .

^  ■ t V'.i- v'-;;
•  , t * * *

Iv.
•  .1 af-"
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A, When he was close, 20, 30 feet.

Q. Could you recognize him when he was farther away from

you than that?

A. No,.sir.

Q. What did you do next aftier Les Bufii's arriye'd back bo

where you were?

A. • Moved the camera to the next closer po.sition, the

next photograph,,

Q. And that's state's Exhibit 10,

Cbuid you f ind in the street there -where the

Photographer stbpd and t.pok., .that: .:ghbtpgrap^? .
.  - v"'r.^' 'i'i ' .;•
,A..; , ^if.esih-.-edr. •.= , -• , • , . -v

■Q i.*" , Did? jrpuvppsitlon-;yo.urselp •there.? - • '

ii... ■ Ju's-t" to;' the left- of* the' sppfc-,

Q. And was Les Burns there with you whpn you did that?

Y,e.sv" ai'r
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k.

Q.

A.

a;

Q.

A.

I could see people moving* Non-recognizable,

What about the race o£ the people?

Co.uldh't tell.

Coiildh Kt "tell".

Could you tell whether or not people had hats on?

.No, air»- People wieice silhouetting. The lights were"

'd5§h±hd „them.

Q, Could you'make..-out •.popple were wearing?

A. No,- sir*

^^^4^^^:^^dl^i^iptftiWP^^b^!f•^fco.:wh#!B -you were!?--
- ■ ' ■' • ■'t- * -V/i-ift.'* • H • • -i • . .t

'Ye.s-,'hiri-Vr • .'•A..,
•• • f '!]

Q. And again, as he, approached you this time, how close.
X'r-v-\ ' -vcrViT,

mmm

fift'r?
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A. Kodacoior 400.

Q, And did the photograph that you proceaeed

withdraw .-that, ■

Did "yoii. end up ..witii* a/pl^o,^^^^ that'depicts the
•: vjf. -r*-. . • '

scerie as shown in state'_s Exhibit aO?
N

A. - Yes, sir.

I®. SAU.NPERSI Obje^bion?

THE COokT: OvI'trUled.;'•• ' ' •

Q. Does that photpgr.apK which .you have pfocessed and

developed faitly and accurately ..depict what you saw that

night? i .

vA-.l ■yes-,'-
•i.-

theQ.-: .with,.-.respect ■•to.Vthei'pf^o'tbJ^^ •
>  ' ° i ■

"' ' , ' ' -lit f ' V* * * 'i * * •
sceiVe- o£ S-kate' S -ixhitoj^lr^^^ :it%'t photograph which.
you've developed fairly and accurately, depict what you. saw?

■yed^^slrv

' 22^
r. mi

":.;24->
r-SSS' .i®*'
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1007CROSS^jBXAMINATION By(mR. SAUNDERS?^
Q. Mr, Carricker, the street lights that you saw out

there on Claremont Avenue on that night, were they just like•

B.treet lights all over the City of Wihston-Saiem?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And street lights in the county?

A. As far as i know.the county has the same street

lights the city has,

Q. so.wasn't — nothing unusual about those street

lights, then,-V7as it?

A, No^ -sir;-; .

Q. WerehiJ^'Siiany"/porch lights on.'that^. night y.bu were-'out
there-, wasflt^V'^..

A. Np", sir'L

Q. And the store that was there on the left, that store

•  . < . . .Ands:y.6u;5:or.- Hfr Burns-.didn't position a car .on the
'  ' r • . . . .r r I .1 /,ai . ,

'• 'J*

t-S*-

U

%

ii-i-

%

■M

iV fiVl-lV?®.- i* «* •* tS'
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A. Twb, three. I shot a whole roll of fUm on the whole

job.

0. ,

A.

Q.'

A.

Q.

Well, how many pictures in a roll of film?

is. 1^.'

•>

.7* 4 't '

sb- t^k' 1^,' ti^ii; th^t .f^i^tf ■

Put down eight. I don't know.

Well, no, si.r, I whnt to put down how many pictuires

you ...t.ooh k"

A. I made two pictji.res; one at the- long location, oije. .at

the shorter location. I %ade several exposures at each-.

Q.. Several , meaniiig .fcwp .at each?
"^V

Q.' j B.ut of. film?

Ak ■ . Yes.. .

Now, the. type of photograph that you're going to ge-t,

|Jo. ;de-^|h4 on how. how wide ypu..;:^a5. ;

/ - .• . f.%.»,

J-fight?

'  'iM

WWV

!• -y L'*

Li'f j!7c/S
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A.

Q.

A.

Q.

I don't have a zoom lens.

It would depend on how the film is developed?

Film was developed according to Kodak specifications. -

But if you developed it at a shorter period of time,

the photograph would hav been darker, isn't that right?

A. I wouldn't have an image.

Would things have been darker?

Would be nothing there. I wouldn't have a picture.

And if you had developed longer, it would have been

Q.

A.

Q.

lighter, isn't that right?

A. Negative film would have been darker. Transparency

film would have beeh.l'i'ghter. ,This "^yas "negative film; it

would hav.e been darker,

Q. And it also depends on what kind of film you use,

too, isn't that right?

A, Yes, sir, Kp.dachrome — Kodacolor 400.

Q. How/4^ri<g,;h?d'you known Burns?

A.

Q.

h'
■(7

A". ,No,- -."^i'r.?:
t,

Q; Youvfiever seen 'th'^^befpre ^ih'^'our -i-ife?... jv.;. - . V ^ ^

A. Met them, first time -that nigtil:'. /- - . y'.•'■ *■ "tF*;
T  .'It- V-

•: MRJr/SAUNDEHSsr: ii^tJ-S ali:;' ^ 4 • - '
-  . ■ • • ■

Three '^ays?

.YeS,'|s3;;r,,

i  c?\ i"''. TS
t  .1' -
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MR. FERGUSON: If Your Honor please, at this time

I understand we have a stipulation regarding the street

lights and their condition along Claremont Avenue as they

appeared along Claremont Avenue and as they appear now.'

MR. SAUNDBRSs Stipulate the same number.

MR. PEKSOSGNs Let me confer with State and make

sure is that I state the stipulation correctly.

(Mr, Ferguson and Mr, Saunders confer.)

MR. FERGUSON: If YOur Honor please, the

/stipulation's that along Claremont Street between 19th
Sstreet and'*^7th Street, the number of street lights is the

same now as^it/^is ih •'i983 r'^-r\Septemb'e^^^^^^ 1983.
THE COURT: All right. Thank you.

MR, FERGUSON; If Your Honor please, I'd like to

offer up an item of evidence that I would ask to have marked

Defe,ndant's Exhibit number five.

five is marked for

'  /If .-'Your Honor-.please, I have

Sup^ibf"^C^'ft-'oif PorsythKCSunty^telafcing to charge-ttpf-'—^

•  -I* .'^r
*31 cs4- • T OOE _ n na n n ia4-. 4->»ia wH-f-nonft .QatntnV TiiaA <Mlfcchel'l BV'Sfr/August 3istM9B5, against-the witness samriy Leemitclae|a.;Sy/^

'i./ T: ■ - - ■ ■ 'a ; '-:mMMi m
■

'"S- P
V-.- .V?.-
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7
5

MR. SAUNDBRSs I would object at this point.

MR, PERGUSOKij . I'm sorry, not the witness —

against Samny Lee Mitchell —

MR. SAUNDERS: I Object. •

THE COURT: ' Well, approach the bench bo we can "

tell —

(Conference a.t the bench.)

THE COURT: All right, members of the jury, going;

to take our afternoon recess at this point. Going to

caution you once, again not to discuss this case among

yourselves or with anyone or allow.anyone to talk to you
I

/about fchestrial. DonJt form any. opinion as to the gui'lt or

innocence of the defendant until you've heard fully and

'completely from both sides. Don't read, watch, look at, or

listen to any broadcast referring to the trial.

YotU're free to leave and return tomorrow morning at

the l^w.ry is •'di-sm:ia~seo .2£pr'"

•• QV^§.itnighM?ec68s,)

-  -Athe COURT:

-• (The. jury is brought into o^n'jpmtit.) -

Kjyf
THE

A!j.r;v ,
a?;;,'".

?  .,F4;» J.& /c
'a .1.. —

-f'"

.i?

V . \r' %
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1  MR. STEINI Your Honor, my witness, we keep
%

2  hoping Mr. Carricker, could you take the stand again,

3  {The witness Carricker returns to the witness •

!,
»•

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

i-4:.

15

stand.)

i EXAMINATION BY MR. STEIN!

MR. STEIN: May I approach the witness?

Mr. Carricke^ I show you what has been marked as
Defendant's Exhibit four and ask you whether you recognize

that.

A.

A.

Q.

Yes, sir.

Aiiid-^what^is •; that? ■ •

That is a. photograph that i made.

And yesterday in discussing the photographs you made,

you said that one was to replicate State's Exhibit nine and

one..^as .to,.repl.i<3a;te State's Exhibit 10?

A.

j- h., ••

.=NS&i6)^Slitfmbe^^^ ''VTh,e ~ion^ ""'slit^t we did^f irst,.

'n

^  > V '0h»"} ■' ,;>v «■ . s.,.
that-.%

.'U
1

->v-

:^hat ' si- the pl o serup y / -Thai: ̂ bne.
•• L

•> V

4-

V
■s*2>s:'

.

•."•V

• m ■ =•<
«vi-'

P.WiVM
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this one and then on this one?

A. Yes, sir.

Q, ;uid which —
•ftv

A, This is the long shot ovet here equals that one,

Q, NoWf' I'm looking at state's Exhibit nine, I believe,

which is '— what you've described how as the long shot.

That's the view of Ms, Williams. Which one of defendant's

exhibits that you've just identified is that?

A. (Indicating)

Q. You've put that on the easel. Now, can you identify

the — for the jury — I think the jurpr back there can't
"  .. . - . *

see. Let's 'bring?-the> easel .•^•'around«this "way and if you ..would

hold up the daytime photograph and-show the jury where the

common land marks are in the two photographs.

MR. SAONDERS; Need some help here, Mr. Stein?

A, The reference point is the telephone pole. And when

I made mine, ^>,1 had to move out Into the street about five

feeV4^bvtlil^lif'€lil%Suie 't'hd foar'Si^ete" pafked '.^at the- curb- .
r-v« „ t - ,

thfV'nlghr I.bein'in this position, these pe'o&le

^  ... ...

Q. Jirrv^arricker, -.cpu-ld-ypAiK^^^

daytiraeiiphotographs and see which bne's^^the long shot arid

which hnel-s the ..short shot?

-i'.
•  >■>

:>.? ..ly?
:  y; Jii-.'  ,i.* r-«* *•'

'• '''
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A.

Q.

Q.

This is the long shot.

And is the —.

And could you again -- come back heiGr you've got

your back to the jury.

A. The "reference on the telephone pole. This house is

this house, angles a little bit because I had move to the

left few feet, five feet.

Q, say again what you just said.

A, Because I moved out about feet to the left to see

around the parked cars. This pole doesn't line up on the

front porch of this house, in focus situation exactly the •

Q. What about the distance*you were standing from the

corner of 10th street?

A. Same distance. The radius would be the same whether

it be here or oiit there. The radius line- is the same.

that'fight?

R-l.gh'i[iv&.

• -

■i^;M|httim6^^togr^ v .
' y , . »* • V : ' •* '?;*•  i?v - .V.

Ai. yeah, we got a telephone pole bright .'there-;

4  'If -
't • * "
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A. That telephone pole. There" is your street light;

street light here is that .street light,

Q. Now, again your distance from 18th street as compared

with the daytime photograph?

A. The same. There are to/ people. These people are

there. Again, I have cars parked here which this

photographer didn't have.

Q. Now, if you would resume the witness stand, please.

Do those Defendant's Exhibits three and four fairly

and accurately represent what you were able to see as you

were out there that night?

JSAtjNDEtlS'! Object.

A,. Yes, sir.

THE COURT: Overruled.

Q, Now, is there a particular dis.tance that one should

be from th,ose enlarged photographs to get the same view as

Q. .A4l||??^#S.'-:thet?

.•.:j f . v».
'ft- n-. ..

•f I*. • Vs.*
- V. .

Q, . • in.ter^vof comparing ithe ,view l:ha4f^u;,^a^^^ U ..£ ■
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or eight feet from the photograph?

A. You might not see as much detail.

And what if you're closer?

You would.see more detail.

So the proper viewing distance is then six to eight

Q.

A.

Q.

feet?

A.

Q.

Six to eight feet.

NOW/ could you please go back down and take the

photograph that's on the outside of the easel which — and

stand from the — in front of the jury bqx and slowly walk

to the left about six feet from the front row jurors so that

they can ^efthe view that and walk-slowly to,your left

so that they will see the view you're talking about,

A. (Indicating)

Q. And could you repeat the process with the other

nighttime photograph?
ia

A-
•  f ••• "• V e

-iM!"Q 'c r6Si4iBe-..the witi^ness stand? ■
.  ..'s#. ■ , jy% . , .

MR'4 STEINj That's all the ■ questions I have-for
:v-»» •. ' . ^

him at-;this ,.feimi6/ .Y.O.ur Honor.
' i' "V,-.* .? •* , •

:qT carriokpr/ yqu ^y r^-teHing .
■■ ■ ■' ^ '^it ' '

that's the way that appeared to you out there by your na%^.;,

:eye" that night? . •
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A, .* Yes, sir,

Q. And.I believe you indicated that you had "to be within

20 to 30 feet of someone before you could tell the features

and everything?, -fe.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Or sex?

A. Yes.

Q.

A.

And race?

Yes.

Q. Now, taking a picture at night is a little tricky,

isn't it?

No, sir.

It's not?

No, sir.

Doesn't your subject have to be perfectly still?

Yes, sir.

A.

Q.

A.

Q.

A.

Q.

A*.
V

qI

Al^st •datf^tfr.be .b isn't that right?
\  ''k

themifa little bit,

is that f~igHt7?-''

-Q jv c 'ipArd.?aia-oi'm:?hi:g»tmphro.tpME^h^^
•  jj* " i?. . -fei t ^ •' • , .j.

7-'A»4; -

'.you- B

the cainer.a?
--ii- -■•?..

h^f'* * y^'

.  • • •V''

V  .i
•s i V,"

i r. .x" 'i /Fif •}* t .V 'V.v;. -K^f-a-i*
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Q. Ye^, sir. If you're focusing on one particular

object, an object that also shows up in that.particular

photograph that you take might be a little blurred, would it

not?

A,- That's the case of any photograph, day or night.

Doesn't change at night.

■ Q. What you were focusing on in these particular

photographs were these four people down in here, is that

right?

A. No, sir, I was focusing on infinity.

Q. What does that mean?

A. It means that the camera focused back as far as-it

would go,

Q. But you had to pick out one particular object that

you were focusing on.

A. X don't see an object in this particular photograph.

Q, "^ou Jdpn't see anything? You couldn't see the ,sbf^efe
'u 11"

-• I?'
light? ■- y, -

A. I Goul^ ■so]rd6''lHihgi s-tteet light.
' V fjf •'* •»' fi

Q. ; Then-.you.could see:sometnin!g, you, Mr, • :?£•.= ,
. lAi:- 'X'i ' " . •i"

Q. , And night photogrfphy depends - on-hcw .lon^ you ,led^C

the lens open-, isn't that right?

A^.l'jli , Yes^-.sir. ;;

. * ' j" ^ •- * "* '
'  ... fk'
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Q. you leave it open two seconds, you're going to get a

different picture than if you leave it open 30 seconds,

isn't that right?

A. Yes, sir-.

Q. And If you leave it open 60 seconds, you're going to

get a different photograph than you got when you left it

open 30 seconds, isn't that right?

A. . Yes, sir.

Q, Are you telling this jury, Mr. Carricker that that's

the best light you could get out there with the night

photograph?

A. That's the photograph as it .appeared-to roe when-I

photographed it.

•Q. Where are your other ten photographs, Mr. Carricker?

A. They are in the studio. They are all alike.

Q. I want to show you some photographs, Mr. Carricker,

if you don't mind, okay? Photographs that were taken at

,you mind, looking at those

iphbtoghaphs for slroe?

twor-thir,ty "thiB sino'fliihg, .Do .y

MR.-:FERGUSON! :Your Honor, I object to Mr.

1 . r ' ; .r ; . ,i. . . ,

taken. '.Members of the juiry, don't consider .the statement pf
,r ' f V . ...

bounsel .-.as. to .when they w\r'e taken. " ^ '
i  *, ' ̂ * '"if

I  *;;% '"X' ̂

(Photographs are shown to the defense cbunsel•"■.by-rk'
-  V : ^ -r -V

' ■V "•r ..... V ~c.

■ 4- ' ■■■« "S; .f . , 1'
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Mr. Saunders.) • '

THE COURT: If you intend to show those to this

witnessr they need to' be marked.

MRS.-BRANCH: We're marking them at this tirad."

Q. .. Mr. Carricker, let me hand you a. photograph that I've

marked for purposes of State's Exhibit 16 and ask you to

exaiaine that photograph.

Do you recognize the people in that photograph?

A. I don't know the peopler ho, sir.

Q, Miss Hicks,, would you stand up, please. Mr. McCoy

would you stand up, please.

Are ^those the people -in that xphofcogiraph?

A. The blond may be the one. I'm not sure about the

other one,.

Q.' Mr. Carricker, would you be surprised if I told you

that photograph was taken

■  JiiR'f^TBIN! .Objection to

-el'fiimate ?h6w "JBil'r.'-that-'-p^ -those';
.  • ''-U;--jW' = ' X., •

.<X x*-
rsir?

»V..« vA'Q','" wSuld you ■^be BUrpr iseS?'if I told ybu it w^as'^BO-'f^.t.? %
■  '1 ' MR. PEBGDSON': Objectiohi .

: ^ -iVJ?! n t.i-sr-fv. .iJ ••*'5 Xu -rf .• • • i
A  - -m. - ■* -v

s.-

Wf'
\

'*gt.
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THE COURT; Sustained.

Q. • Can you make out the race of those people?

A. The blond I can,

Q, Can you make out the sex of those people?

A. If I. assume that females all have long haitr I can.

Q. Okay. Well, I think the purposes of this

identification, Mr. Carricker, you can assume that, okay?

MR. STEIN; Objection to his testimony,

THE COURT; sustained,

Q. Can you tell what those people are wearing?

A. Slacks.

, .0. And if you had,,,knQwn those people, seye,ral years,

"before, Mr. Carricker, you think you could pick those people

.out?

MR. FERGUSON; Objection.

THE COURT; Sustained.

Q. Mr. Carricker, let me show you what I've markedfor

purposes of/iidentification as State's (Exhibit number It.jand
'v..../' ■ /'■

asj^ 'ypu 4f%you ,'ban ■"Ulienti^^ .

A. I.'.pan identify the felpnd. Only'.because she has long

A. . 1 .believe so.
* H,-'

Q. Is t^at Mr. McCoy sitting here?
A. I couldn't tell.

j.. j-

■15-
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Q. You couldn't-tell?

A. No,,- sir.

Q. By looking at that?
V  .

A. No, sir,'

Q. Woul-d you estiraate how far those people are' away from

the camera on that night?

A. Fifteen,. 20 feet,.

Q. Would you be surprised if I told you they were 30.

feet av;ay?

MR. FERGUSON: Objection.

THE COURT: Sustained.

Q... . Can'you-tell the...race of-.those...people, Mr. Carricker? •
^  I

A. The blond is a Caucasian; the other one, I couldn't

swear to.

Q. Can you tell the sex of those people?

One female'.

Can.,yhu tell-^hat those popple are wearing?
A.

Q.

,

Si

*»• ,.
■».

Q. " Thoif es'-k'l'i^^ blt^"; iighW.c, .t^an vyour s,

aren't theynjHrs Garrickpf?
"'v-'L v,s- . .■ . ► .fi..- .

,-|s that right?
If.

A. No.

A.- .- I suggest to print.,the pict'ur^s.^p^.ij, sp.Athe. a
,' ' ■'« ' ■ ■ ' ..- ■' "'

'i s V /. ' * X" M r 'fc^—
Vj, 'yiVi fc ' .'"• 't ' *»*■> ♦ ?'. '."•J'l .> s. 1 I'

m  . . • . • . ,• i • . .. '.i. • J.- *../S .J* 'Ira *' 5 " fJ*

-SSr " -'itff

.  •;. ■ •.

,frfa r ' -. V'tt-'lf-h r 'd
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black at night.

Q. And what do you mean by that?

A, You're supposed to print longer until the sky is

black.

Q. That's all this iSr isn't it, is just exposure, isn't

it?

A. It's reproducing an image as i saw it,

MR. SAUNDERS: Your Honor, I ask that these two

photographs be passed among the jury.

MR,. FERGUSON: Well, objection to that.

THE COURT: Sustained.

I4R.-SAUNpERSstv'..That's all .the. questions," I have.

:{REREDIRECT/EXAMINATION BY MR. STEIN;

Q. Mr. Carricker, with respect to the photographs that

Mr. Saunders just aske^d you about, was the sky that was

saw last

weektwheh .-y6uW^rl"):tiub--oh%C-lar eiiip
.T > ^ .

A. • ^'ifV • ' n- -■ '

Q, . i-How dM^they differ?

shQ^n -in tho^^^^tph^ptogf a]^^ the same as the sky you
M£sia!r'?'tiV«'r3Ti -iriVtifj/jiSi rVI a .»<aTn'?5n4i raTyomiQ"?

Q. -^i^d ihijthoserphotb^r'aphs?^^^^^^^^
I

A. My. sky *'is black. I;/ -■ •;

VQI . ..In .the photographs<he showed ;yoU?. >, ^
.  .. . • •, .s.-' -f-v r^.

.  •\.2 ' fi i . '4- ^ / • »* •»'* t %'t

-.f 'J ■ 'ji.,

.J?» e-f^y
>*Si\

!r

V.

::p\
» %'*

V"
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A.

Honor.

The sky is white as though it were dusk.

MR. STEIN: Bear with us just a moment, Your

(Cof'erence at the defense table.)

Nr. STEIN: That's all we have, Your Honor.

/RERECROSS EXAMINATION BY MR. SAUHDBRS:

Q."" ?ire you suggesting that these photographs were taken

at dusk rather than two-thirty, Mr. Carricker?

A. I don't know vyhen they were made. But the sky is

dark at two-thirty.

'MR. SABNDERS; Okay; You can come dovm".

MR, PBRGOSON: Mr, James Lowery. Would you come

around, please, sir.

MR. SAONDERS: Your Honor, may V7e approach the

bench?

-  •• I ■;w.  1{J .J,

.PIREC^ •■'TOMII3ATiON --BY HP^EEial.DSpNs
"  ■ ' -V" !.X -•

,Whaf-Us :your naine/|please,'-;Sir?
i  . TS-r ,1* 'I'H * *

A. James -.Haywood Lowery.

•'Q. Mr ...Lowery, where do you" live .now?
i';'# x-'yV.

V *\ * ^ A
. #' •*■ "•'  '".j,
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A.

Honor•

The sky is white as though it were dusk.

MR, STEIN; Bear with us just a moment, Your

(Coference at the defense table.)

>1R. STEIN; That's all we have, Your Honor.

/rERECROSS examination by MR. SAUNDERS:

Q,^" "Sxe you suggesting that these photographs were taken

at dusk rather than two-thirty, Mr. Carricker?

A, I don't know V7hen they were made. But the sky is

dark at two-thirty,

MR. SAUNDERS: Okay; You can coirie dovm".

MR. FERGUSON; Mr. James Lowery. Would you come

^. around, please, sir,

MR. SAUNDERS: Your Honor, may v;e approach the

bench?

(Cori£ereftce at.the bench.)

■( AS^withVai" iV^'Quly-
1 % •: • '

.direct •'EXAMINATiON by MRi'^^^PB^USON":
C  ■ '"i'Vr '^r-

,What--'51fl -your name,;-|:please,*-iSi_r?

A, Cfaraes-'Haywood Lowery.

'Q. Mr. ..Lowery, where do .you live .now? .Vl*rl

'fi- '£  : I .
w-

■  'v,
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A. 1611 25th Street, Northeast.

Q. Where did you grow up, Mr. Lowery?

A. 1817 North Claremont,

Q, Mr. Iiowe'ryr I vmnt to take you back to 1983 and

particularly, the month of September of 1983, Did you own

and operate a store?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Where was that store located?

A. 1401 East 18th Street.

Q. And vrhere is that in relation to Claremont Avenue?

A. It's in the same — it's within that — in the same

•block. Right-the corner-of ••18th'and .Claremont,

Q. Right on the corner of 18th and claremont?

A. Right.

Q, Now, as you go from 19th Street to 18th Street, would

your store be on right-hand side or left-hand side?

A. it would be on left-hand side,

Q,. On •^lef.cr7.hund'^bide.• -
^ •< H ' ** « • . . '

A. ' ' Pdcihg 18th sh'tieti

Q. - All -right, sir. What kind of store was ,it that you

■o~" d,SMr.•^'£f3idv^er-y? •• •• • . • • ■

A,."'' A little-conveniehce store,-just =jhad .•canHed'gdod.^ and

';stu'f-E-ilike.?that -in it, , ..

Q. What hours did you operate the Store?

.'A.
1

My .daughter, mogt time's she run' it. But most times .
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she was closed by seven o'clock.

Q. By seven o'clock in the evening?

A. Yes. Used to stay open a little later but some guy

came in there during the day and put a knife around her

throat and robbed her, so she started closing early.

Q. And in September of 1983, what time was she closing?

A. Closing about seven, sometimes early. Depends on

when it was getting dark,

Q. When you or your daughter olosed the store down, what

lights did you leave on, if any, at the time you closed

down?

A. Well, we had a-little light in there on. a clock, we

left on. At first I left the light on the front, but the

people would punch it out, you know, so we stopped using it.

We left the light in the store about the size of that

existing light up there,

Q, Was.this-light:on the inside of the store or the

A. '^|ghtV-6n the inside.

Q, '-' Vwhat- light [did-'th.hVj-light -^hfd on "the "outside.-of the
'  ' ' rt *'•• • *«;♦• « • »•.

t. , i * '

stote?':^

A. r-You could tell was .lit up,in the store. Didn't show

much light-outside because was small. Itiwas pn^va. •olock,--:j; .5,
'i,-\ • ■ ■. ..s: *■> . v' ■ ,■ . .. ■ ••r
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Q, Nowr Mr.. Lowery, you say you grew up in that area in
the vicinity of Claremont Avenue between 19.th and 18th

Street over there?

A, That's right. We moved in the early forties. That

was a good neighborhood then.

Q. Yes, sir. Where is the house that you grew up in in \

relationship to where Ezelle'S' drinkhouse used, to be? /
/A, Right across the street. y/

Q. Mr. Lowery, during 1983, did you ever have occasion

to walk up Claremont Avenue at nighttime?

A. You don't — you didn't walk over there where those

"df IrikhbUse^^ls -because df ̂ yoU i wgf k^l^ople would■  r\ ^ ^ : ' ' " . . "
people .didn'''t.'.work — didh't'know they .didn't have .anything,;
but if you walk-up the street-'at- night,' they rob you. And I
moved from 18th Street over near about where I live. Over

where those dop.O houses is, ii you,walked out there, you
to get hurt. , ^ >

e,.-,.0.gcasx.on oQisee.

what -cihTemont^AyenUe ...look/Ed-slL-ike >ia^e <at .night?
• •si •• • • .:

y,.JV . • _. •«

ill
*il2V

'Q, .«Yes>- sir;s- ■ You
/« '"-.r'-U' V'--

Jhat'a r^ally.J,my,qu^
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Q. All right. Looking from 19tli Street towards IBth ^
Street on Clareraont Avenuer in the late hours of the nighty

what distance can you see to identify .people, Mr, Lowery?

A. About not over 25 feet; Close as six feet away, youV
can't tell Vhp they are unless you know their walk, could /
see them walk.

Q. Yes, sir. Have you ever had occasion yourself to try

to see people at night on Claremont Avenue late at night
after .dark?

A. Just like I was telling you about that incident, it

was about six feet away and I knew the girl and boy, but I

coulfn't ■tal|#ho-;bfi?e1^aS'.Unto 'and^iit Wasn't
'about six feet away. I think he making time for that now,

MR; FERGUSON: Yes, sir; Indulge me jiist one

minute.

(Cdriference at the defense table.)

you for answering .ray

r'Cr rCv *
jS..*''. '

>>.. "S* *

•  »• * rf"
1 V

22^"'

'■rt,
iw-

■  % ■> : -

.23

24

12$:.

I have*

v^knbw.

Q, And^you toew in yoiit — you. and .y<^f "^ughtey" 'i
.thfe^owriers^tSf' that ..BtpriB? ^ ... , , .... 1;". '

... i. ' ■ • >
.  ;"W
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,  y- ..'''•"A r-.a
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A; I was owner. She was running 'it because I worked.

Q, , And do yon know about how much inventory was in

September of 1983, Mr. Lowery?

A, No, I couldn't tell you right'off. ^

Q. Would you give me an estimate or guess., dollar value

of inventory?

A. A little over two thousand dollars, I guess.

Q. Two thousand dollars?

A. ' I. guess so.

Q. Now, some of your neighbors out there — strike that.

You say in the forties it was a good neighborhood?

A. ' Yes, ..when ;i was. a .k'id, '..Didn'tjthaye no••proli'l.^m,, could

.-do anything.you wanted to did.

■Q. When you was a kid, it was a good neighborhood?

A. '. Right.

Q. And after you got grown, drinkhouses kind of took

over the hefiKlB'orhood,'didn't they?

A.

Q ;• -^And ..it E^asn't wery-J^^ in thO-'ne3f,ghbornpod>- was^fj-t?

Q.< .4. . ^Rnd that^was kirida . a w'ay ;'of li^e ifhxMt'
i  'iyr • -.?»*• -t • -l-'yT -*1' • t •' . ., Vi' ' ?•*< •^2. V»%- .. / f* V •

neighbor hood j. wasn't it?

A.^i ' ,Kind .of -rough.
' ••ia «? »-

VI*-
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Q. Kind.Of rough. Told"on somebodyV you had to worry

about them coming and getting you, didn't you?

A. . That's right.

MR. FERGUSON; Objection. •

THE COURT; Well, sustained,

Q. Now, you say you had a robbery at your store one

•night?

A. One day. It wasn't in the night, it was daytime.

Q. Right during the daytime?

A. Right.

Q, And when was that?

a; 1 can!t,.recall .the--date. .But the feUow come in

there and put a knife around my daughter's throat and robbed

her in broad open daylight. ^

Q. .Beg pardon?

A. It was daylight.
I  •• ■

■ Q.' Was she-'^huf t ?.

•A. .No^'vfi^if^n.'irh'ur he just got ..the money put.- of

• the -cash'. TSglsCef'; .• • • •? • '
A  i

Q. And-do-y.ou .remember-When that was?
■  ."f S- ;fr' ' ' -v. ;

I

•Q i  ■' vDbWou --remember .'wllethet r itr-whs 'ctbef^pro, -Seij.tejpber- of7  j* • i '.k. V' * % . ■» ".v. •.•"•Itn'-v •• ^

•!\ .V' ' • 7 ■'
»83 or afte.r September df;Jy'83?

•  ' * i ...•»• • •

■-A. I doh'tiremeraber that either. -■They^'di^'.t-'do rfothirig
'*•*. ••• *' . ' '
M  . * \ -■

•layout it no .way, though. "" ' • —
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Q. And some of your neighbors out there have bars on

their windows, don't they, Mr. Lowery?

A. I think I recall one house, that's one opposite from

store this fellow worked at the airport. I think he gdt

bars on them. Other people can't afford them, they don't

know how to put them up. I had bars on my store. They

didn't go through that. They could go through the door but

couldn't go through the window.

Q. You had bars on your store as well?

Inside and outside.

And you did that for security reasons, didn't you?

Right, because peg|?,le.,break.in.

And there was also .a light outside your store that

you had on, isn't that right?

A, Naw, I didn't burn no light on the store. There was

one across the street on the pole. I have burned it at

night first,^..but aftfet they start knocking it out, I left.it
",g.

out. .

Qi' That'-a'What'Ivnidan; There was.a-.-light'.you burned

outside your"store?

A.

Q.

•A.

Q.

• Untii'lth'iy swiri pu^chJeS ifit-Vut"?^:Q.

,A.

Q.

•A.

Yes, they punched ;it
"  . • I fiv

■  ̂ V'

Well, there was a ii^ht on outs'i-de your store? '
%  * I,

., » V

Yes^ about 75 watt'bulb with a hiood on .it,-. . • j
'• ^ -vr*•». . . • • • *••■52, • •'

;  ' T . ^

■  . • ' :
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Q. that was for security', tod, so yoii'r store with

would be in light in case somebody tried.to break in, .isn't

that right?

A, Most, people turn it on, and startecl turning on, ^t
didn't last about a week; they punched it out, so I just cut

it off.

Q. And how lon^ did you-own that store?

A. Well, I guess about six or seven year. My daughter

got tired of running it; after that guy robbed her, she got

scared and she wanted to give it up.

Q. when did .you buy that store?

I believe in'pearly ■—'^about '8.0, I think, I bought it

from Home Real Estate.

Q. But at;, sme point, you used to have a light on

outside of your.store, is that right?

A. Yes. It last about a week, just like I said. They

puhdhe'dv'it dut''.s.,d ,I'^ust rsft.it out,
•  «<. 21.. ■. *"5.vs .. J'l

ii;|h^re at - the.-,- ••• ,

A. : ..Yes,'--right, pacing;IBth Street.

. ^-.ffc^^bur store^guld hlocli t^e ^ugnjt ' J
"  ■■ ■ ' . iW"" ... / 'I
it; kind of diffuse the light but there in the. middle^bf the*"

r  ' * ■' *?. "v -/T.

strhet, wouldn't it?' «,V» ••• <.«'*•.. i *'* .'if
• . . " - 't 3"''.a

.s(..
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A, Well/ you could put it that way. -That light sit —

it would actually shine in front of the store anyway/ so i

didn't need no store light on no way.

Q, And that'light made enough light that it shined^ll

the way in the front of your store/ didn't it?

A." You know how those street lights are, they are not

very bright. But you could tell there was a light there a

little bit.

Q. And your store was on opposite side of the" street

from the street light, isn't that right?

A. Right,

Q. • And when did you knov; you were, going to testify in

this case, Mr. Lowery?

A, I didn't know I was going to testify, I thought I

was going to come in here and give a statement about how the

lights were — how much light, you know, how far you could

-be"t1:efi than-fthis

■sQ-." 'Whp'^jcbnbajDte'd
iff* * • - , ^ • "Jjh

A; La'rry Little contacted;me becaiise he ,kAew my brother.
I* '*». •« ^ s * ** * i**

" ^ ■.*' .. ' *V-
Q. Larry Little contacted you,:iStthat right?

"• "i-- ' ■

•  A- i *  . , • , ?» * 4 ' '
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Q. • Larry Little is in charge of the Darryl Hunt aefense

committee, isn't he?

MR. FERGUSON: Objection.

THE COURT: Sustained,

A. I don't know. I don't know. I don't fool with that

stuff.

Q. You don't fool what that stuff?

A. NO. I go to church.

MR. SAUNDERS: That's all the questions I have.

{'redirect)EXAMINATION BY MR. FERGUSON:

.Mr. LQW.eryrr you-^Cal^e'd to me ;;.on the'telephphe last

night before anyone came to see you?

A. Right.'

Q. And did I tell you that my investigator, Mr. Burns,

would be there?

A, Right','

,5::3et there?

Yesr^'
■' M' jc'

*  • 1 « . .Htv

n'-

ih*
zL

"A 'ii!-

!  nV

Thia,.-^dntleman right ■''here?

/Right.

..x'
/sr .. ,•," ♦ V- ^
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Q. And when you came to the courthouse this morning, did

you meed me?

A, Right,

Q, And did you talk to me? ^

A. Yes,- I talked to you down in another room.

Q. And after I talked to you, is that when I told you I

would like for you to come in court and testify?

A. Yes.

And that I have —

MR. SAUNDERS: Object.

THE COURT; Sustained what was said before court.

MR." SAUNDERS^ -. Ask-Sh^'<jury,disregard it.

Mr. Lov/ery* are you.familiar With the habit or

customs of people, along the Claremont Avenue there in 1983

as to whether they kept their porch lights on late at night?

A. Naw, they don't burn porch lights. They still don't\^^
burn them h^caflse that run .yoiir 'lights bill .up and people

'  i i'Jt \ t •* • • n - ■*

Q.

Q.

are

all.^the questions I have,'
. v-i- . .•

rE.oe-and four,-the nighttime;-photographsi- i/;

MT4 • 0 7VTT*IT^BItJri . ''S

Exhibits th'Ejse

im. SAUNDERS; Ob"j eot'.

TOE COURT; 'All fi^'t.
•  ..m L 'Sir s. •< -

'  -• «it •* • i*-
'1 -j^s^

»  '*r. y
.  V,'-'

d--- i" •'■"'■

-tv.
iy

.i- isL
■•St Jw

iS"
.. f .T'.* m.
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Q. And when you came to the courthouse this mo.cnihg, did

you meed me?

A, Right.

And did you talk to me? ^

Yes,- I .talked to you down in another room.

And after I talked to you, is that when I told you I

would like for you to come in court and testify?

A. Yes.

And that i have —

MR. SAONDBRS: Object.

THE CODRT; Sustained what was said before court.

MR," SAUNDERSsv . Ask-RhieV-jury,disregard it.
•  •'■• •• ■'iy\-t; s> f 3-

Mr. Lov/ety# are you familiar With the habit or

customs of people, along the Clareraont Avenue the.re in 1983

as to whether they kept their porch lights on late" at night?

A. Haw/ they don't burn porch lights. They still don't\^^
burn them h^cause that " run .yoiir 'lights bill .up and people

•  » jfji-T- V . J *' • • . ■» *

Q.

Q.

•  <K' . ..

are

all.^the questions I havev"
xi'' ■ -ti

■5^1- A. t j. ■'
Exhibits .thripe-and four,,^he nifglitime'-p^btdgrl^pfesi^ '

MR." SAUm)ERS!'''-6Kjete ■" ■'
raE COURTS 'Aii fight.

t  : ..'itfM*. A--
jf:-

„ y > ■ /•••.

'■ "t 1^'

»[•' t'
iC
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MR. FERGUSON; Excuse me, Your Honor, may this

witness be excused.

MR. SAUNDERS; We have no objection.

THE COURT! You're free to leave. Call your next

witness.
>

MR. FERGUSON! Your Honor, would you indulge me

just a moment?

(Conference at the defense table.)

MR. FERGUSON: If Your Honor please, the defense

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12!

13

14

15

16

17

18 •

19

20
'f

22

23

24

.25

MR. SAUNDERS; We're going to have some rebuttal,

fofiif*';H'dhor,'-|:but- it W take us'a-few'minufes to .get the

•people lined up. I thought Mr, Ferguson might have one or

two other witnesses,

THE COURT: Members of the jury, vre'te going to

go ahead and.take our morning break at this time. If you'll

/

othl^ ^^^be'td^ier.-^Tak^ 26' -

athe^mids'raorni'ng rece.ss -.is ended.-
'  . ♦. K, »' iy, ''

-f* .... *" ' -IVj...* ? • ».*!-

.'S

.'THE COURT: All-fight, go -ahead.
■f
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Honor,

(A witness is duly sworn.)

CARL P. SCHULTE,| having been duly sworn to state

only the truth, testified on his oath as follows during;

DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. SAUNDBRS;

Q. State your name, please, sir.

Carl F. Schulte.

And Mr. Schulte, by whom are you employed?

Winston-Salem Police Department.

And in what capacity, sir?

A.

Q.

A.

Q.

'A. I'm'.a police techhical specialist with the

.Identification unit.

Q. And you have occasion to take photographs for the \

Winston-Salem Police Department? /

A. Yea, sir, I do,

.attention to the early morning hours

-'M'? ,
•t; W-'"
Ai ■; . .Yea^'-.'Sir.

jDepaftmeht:?^^ ? -v;
: T t

A; Yea;^Mir; • .. j

Q. Where.;'did ypu go, sir?
•V .. • . .i".'

J. ? , •
•s- •.A. .:T9 the'JrlBOO block,of North Glafemoht, i- r/- 'V v,\.

.  r: ?. -v'j
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Q. And approximately what time of day or night did you

arrive there, sir?

A. Approximately two-thirty this morning.

Q. And after you arrived there, did you take a series of

photographs?

A. Yes, sir, I did.

Q, What kind of background do you have in photography,

Mr. Schulte?

A, I've been taking photographs with the Winston-Salem

Police Department for over 16 years.

Q. And is there any difference between day photography

and night photography? -

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Could you just kind of tell us what the difference is

in your own words?

A. Nighttime photography for the police department

usuallyisua-lly eiitttlls^'tV^yUse .Of a artifioial light source to take
^  ' i .ri v'-: i*'

And v^hyvis• that?

vnight'>tovenable;foU® ..to-tftKe'^pn^^ -rf' , - v- - \ >

sQ-; . If^'d jwhjf^^- 'do •ybu'.^'orraaiUy Yat.vnigh,t?' f
■  " ■ ■ '••• )'• "v>*' .i'.' ^

ep.dride ranee of -.d.ur ̂ phqtbgrapnh/are'?ma^^ night
'  . " ' ' * 1 ■ >•- >.U.- ■-VJs?" V'-■ " -hi v"/ "'"J, ""'
7'.. " ^ > •• '• -S ''.7'
J3 J ... 4 " 4«qU4 T\rt*»7^Vi*rk4^r^ni«*siT^Vi«3

hi ■ Prepdndetance

Q, And is there anything tricky

at riight? J

Jl3>' 15*f * 1".

"... -Vi • • "wi'"'
jl
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■  I4R. FERGUSON: Objection.

THE COURT: Well, sustained.

Q. Anything unusual about taking photographs at night?

m, 'p-EHGUSON.s - Objection to that,

TOE"COURT: Overruled, '

A. Other than that V7e normally use an artificial light

source and v;e're .limited to about no more than 2-5 feet vith

that-artificial light soiitce. ..

Q. And why is that?

Because the — after 25 feet, we lose our color andA.

the detail.

1^6V' 'scK'Sit^^ hand-you'' a'|'phdt'<^grhph thVt-
•' ; ■ ..'-..I . ■. " •' '

mai?ked''-fOrvpur^p "of..,idehtif icatipn• S.tate '.s Exhibit "
'  'r * *" *

'[•number'l&^and-ask.you,if you can identify it, sir.

A.

Qf

Yes., sir.

■  -And what." is, State,', s" Exhibit number 16?
K  , • t • •r •\y', j' i' '■ • • * ■ • • • • • f

Sergeant. .

if. North'

■ Giar-"emGttt.l" -
- .r - -

'v...
. C . I ,

, V ''

..UiKZ i;

.23:^

2.i
. O..

■i>'25f4:
V»«'«

</5v'
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Q. And what is state's Exhibit number 17?

A. This is a picture of Sergeant McCoy and Officer Hicks

also taken at the same time. And I have made a mistake of-

between the tw6 photographs,

THg- COURT: Made a statement of what?'

THE WITNESS: Between the two photographs.

What is that mistake?

The -first one you'handed roe was at 50 feet.

Q.

A.

Q. Arid the second one, State's Exhibit number 17 is from

what distance?

A. 30 feet,.
5  * • » ,

"i|.V ' Nqwyi'cari^-yod; rec.OgnizVXof'ficer%HiekB^'ahd Set^e^^

V'M&Coy an--;.thi^^v;^j^9gra^ !'

Yes., -_si;f-i; -1 can;.

Q. Now, those photographs appear to be — have some

light in" thW, .is'that cdtrect?
• T * »• ' "* . 1 *• V V-

ask you to ',come v:
•  * • ^ * r -

ehdant's

»■•- i.f? ■% - tlr-.--. !«.'if ■/
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A. In the case of taking an exposure like this of such a

long duratioHr the movement of the subject will cause the

picture to be blurry.

Q. And'Mr'.'Schulte, did you take'any photographs using

400 millimfeter film .with" a 30" s'econd'exposure?

A. I took photographs with- 400 A. S. A. film with a 30

second exposure.

Q. And why did you do that, sir?-.

A, At your request.

(Photographs are shown to defense counsel by^Mr. •

Saundera.)

■Q.-:- Mr". ..SchaiteV'-did yo.u ¥lsp':-|'4?kMsbme'
night with car headlights on. as. well?: '

phptbjgraphs"'';ia^,t."'',

A. Yes, sir.

Q, And do you remember who was out there last night

••18.-

's • ? . • • . .It? , \ *

■21
jj t.

^•231
j, i.,. .
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MR. FERGUSONI Objection.

THE COURT: Sustained.

■q. Weil, Mr, schulte, I'm going to hand you four
fi t, ' i ; •

Photographs"whidhVl'.ve State'-s EJihibita number" 18,

' number/l9,>':num6er/ 2d,-' and'riiimb.el:'21., sir, .and ask"'you to •

look at those photographs "and tell me whether or not you

recognize those, photographs.

A. yes, sir; . I do.",;;, . " " • . - ' ....

Q, Are' thdse the'^photpgraphs that you td^-last, night? .
."7. ■ ' T-'^' H:

"A. yeBV-'Sir, ,-they are", • • ' . ' ^

•  • - s

ws-;W-;
«•» * I. '

19

v'20./

•- ■ -v ••'
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"them?

A. Yes, You can read the street signs, identify the

cars, the houses the street,

Q. And that would be because "what reason?

A. They are riot moving.

MR. SAUNDERS: Your Honor, would like to pass

State's Exhibits number 16 through 21 to the jury.

THE COURT:. All tight.

MR, FERGUSON: Objection.

THE COURT: Overruled.

•  (Photograp.hs are handed to the jury by the

bailiff. Time.-'is-.allowed for'-.rthe nury to view^the

phbtographS'l.) ,

Q. Mr. 'S^ulte, I believe you indicated you didn't use

artificial light at all?

A. Ohly^th'er-vlight''i"found ph the street by the street

'jySSfe.
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THE COURT! Sustained, l/Hembers of the jury,

don't consider the last answer of this witness at all for

any purpose, Baoh of you disreu^!^^ the answer given. If

there are any of you who cannot;, disregard the answer, if you
• - ui' x' ' ' *•" ' ' ' * • • *

would let ftie know by raising your" hahd> please.

Let the record reflect no jurors raised their hand.

All right, thank you.

q', Nell, at — using that type of film and at that

exposure, Mr. Schulte, and in taking a picture at night, hov/.

would you —~ what would you have to do differently to get-

one to come out light and one to come out dark?

'•V;M'ir'';FEi^Us6NV'■ 6^ ' '
*  ' * t?; ' y

THE COURT I Overruled
<  ' 1 ,

Hg.,' STEIN: Your Honor, may we approach the

bench?

THE fCOURT! Yes.

•  i" J'**- ■" » 1

mx^
mm.

5-22

••23^?
^ 'i4i;
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their pictures look any different from mine, I can oniy

tell you what I did to"make mine look the way they are.

Q. What factors did you use to get yours to come out the

""'r
way they did,? '

A, ' i 'tp«k,.into. agcpuni the.^amount of light ayaliable and

determined an exposure appropriate to that condition to

render as much detail and accuracy in my pictures as i could

possibly get. . ■

Q. Mr, .Schulte, could you get a photograph at night and

10 show exactly what the human eye could see?

11 A,

"/t'i OA*!

No, sir.

4r0SO.KATO BY'M^fpBRGUSdNj '■
Q, Is' that to say then, Mr. Schulte, that the

ht" do not reflect what thei-eye^^

•17./?^

.v20.|

V. " *: • n • /•
m
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Introduced by the State in this proceeding, namely State's

Exhibit•number 10. You see that?

h.

Q.

Yes, sir.

St'at.e'a fejthibit number nine which I show you. You

can see .tha't?

A. Yea, sir.

Q. Did you take those photographs?

A. No," air.

Q. Did a member of your department take those

photographs?

A.

Q* . A%e^Jr.i Of your divisipn>r 'dg^^ o.r. what(e%r
you .ail the^i. that you work with?

I don't know.

Whatever capacity you had at two-thirty in the

i«A.-

Q.

K,t K:i
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A. I was called at home I believe about seven or eight

o'clock in the evening.

Q. And with that notlcer within a few hours, you were

able tfo be put'at the scene at two-thirty in the morning?

A.. They-werd jiist inquiring whetl^ef or. nob I .was going

to be at work tonight.

Q. All right. Well, when were you told that you -- when

were you requested to make photographs at the scene?

A. Approximately two o'clock.

Q. So within 30 minutes, you were .able to leave ypur

home and go out to the scene and take night photographs, is

•^that fight?./ - .• •
"I* * • ' • *

A. No, -si.r. ■ I ,v7a.s at work,

you-.we'fe •a.t work?Q-.

A. Yes, sir.

you were able to do it on 3p-„_

A

.•/ '22.,,
yy
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A. Yes'r sir.

Q. You looked at the sky while you were out there at two

o'clock in 'the morningr dlan^t;you,' whenever' it

,"was? ?•; V-' y'-' V,- \

4 ■ .0 Y'" - A' /■ -■ '
Ajy,'-.w. Yes^i sirirYC'- '. v, •

>/V! * g?' 'K -.V ^ '• ^ ^ ^
Th6Vsky .dldn* t appear be a li9ht bliie skyp did it?

«***■ .a ■■■ " '

No, sir.

■Exhibit

nf><- hhw-fhsiakv'afctuallvHppe^hr ..tp'iVQU-

•iS.

■  Yl?
•  -

"  ' •:ix< ■

S3-

i^iid
kwi^e#s»s
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A. I wasn't Interested in what the sky looked like in my

photograph.

Q.' All right. Lqoking^at the figures, the people in
■' •. '■s-.r '•■ " ••" '■- 'j-t V7- •• ' ••••.•' ■ "

photogfapii @i&i|h'i:/--,.s.t4|eti ^ Jfou cai^t
nt * ' , t . / ■ ■* , ..." J^"S. "• '*• ** •"•••« < • «""*■»• ,«? * * ,•

,ma'ke out afiy ^^^ysical. fe'atures, on the /people that you' s.ee
there, can you?

A.

■Q.

A.

Q.

No, sir. They are blur;.red.

They ./are bliit tedf. • .
Right,

And i't#3J^e'you^;3boJ^..^e..;^ury^arli^ '
'  .' • * * ' * . % * * ' 5 ' ° * V " »

jpv KT i«k>c3 '4»Vi^ *5V«iV^ A*4-XVt »• a _* 4 fs 4*Vial*.^ Coi^f 'SCSt?

't^fle '^eofXe'tiii ̂ yt&?Mofepara&h •■'j ust t-happened ' to ffioy.e:vgif5? the'''.-
moment you shot the photograph?

exppsure

iwmm
ft A i

fe^tfi
mp.

m w&

■•S-fffvi.
tv^'s
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1  1 the moment yoii took that photographr Mr. Schulte?

2  I A, Ab I said earlier, in a 3D second exposure, it's hard

3  I to get peopl6,-to stand still.

for you to take the photograph, is that right?

A. Correct.

• Did. y^i.5^ell tftein'lthe make.evgr^ to be
Yea, .fir.

And' noil' wfto. jia r e • th'e s.e^;.jpeopl"f. wiip are in tij is .
"O, .

That'e; cprrect.
"  'V ' i 4

* JjSi hi. VV ,i| .

v"- •

g  :
miri L«3Sf^«

mm
•  if

r  , jf=-ww: m&f

■rt*:.. ^Ssr<®s
mvm
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Q. you told him to be still and he couldn't be still?

A. Correct,

Q. Who else? Is Mr. Spillraan in one of them?

A. I don't'recall.

Q. All-right, sir,. So" you don't — did yoii seek any

members of the police department who could be still if you

told them to?

MR, SAUNDBRSj Well, object to that, Your Honor,

THE COURTS Sustained.

Q. So the fact of the matter is, Mr. Schulte, that hone

of those photographs represent actually what you saw V/hcn
«  , ,» • * , * *

actuaiiy■ saw''with.your"..'eye, "isn't that.rig.ht?-

A. They •■'represent the picture as best a photograph could,
under any condition^.

:• -iJ: •'-f •>. .
V  ••l,., ''yf X^}.'
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bleached doesn't it? The figures in the photograph look

bleached white, doesn't it?

A. yes, sir.

Q. I want you .to look at Mr. McCoy over there. He
doesn't look bleached white", .does he?

A, No, sir.

Q. You made him bleached white when you developed that
•photograph, didn't you, Mr. Schulte?

A. No, sir.

Well, he wasn't bleach white last night, was he?Q.

A.

iQ.-v-

No, ait.

So that'^pftotogEaph.;.:just|>doeBni.t>;repte^Beht how he' ; ;

appeared last' ..ni'gh^^^^ s^w him, then, does it?
a". No,

I-m. FERGUSON; That's all I have.

fevuMTfaaiflTAM-^nViS-MR •i--flAUNDBRS! .
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MR, FERGUSON: No, Your Honor,

■  THE COURT: Let me talk to both of you while they

are examining the exhibits.

(Conference at the bench.) ^

•THE COURT: All right, members of the jury, all

the evidence has been presented for both sides in the case.

The law of this state requires that prior to the arguments

of counsel to the jury, that court hold a pre-charge

conference and that that be done outside the presence of the

jury. I don't know, really, how long that will take, .'so'as.

to not inconvenience you, I'm going to allow you to go ahead

and go -to-lianch^ at this time. If .youMl return at .tWb .

o'clock this afternoon, you'll hear the arguments of. "counsel

for the State ,and for the Defendant.

I  .want to caution you once again not to allow anyone

to t^lk tq you; but if anyone does talk about the, case in ..

preBenc.ei''^£Don't watch, read, or listen to any-news, media.

■concecning!athiis--..case,

you vrevin, cne -^ury

.yoijrsel.yeB^ a totally
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Exhibits show to Dr. Butts: 

 Arthur Wilson Autopsy Report 

o Pages 61-69 in the brief 

 Photos of the Ax Handle and the Victim  

o Pages 57-58, 70-72, 359 in the brief 

 Phoebe Zerwick Articles 

o Pages 1528-1539 in the brief 

 Dr. McCool’s Testimony at Sammy Mitchell’s Second Trial 

o Pages 727-744 in the brief 

 Descriptions of the Attack on the Victim from Witnesses  

o Various pages throughout the brief (he was not provided any information that 

has not been provided to Commissioners) 
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NC Wilson/Bryson 1



NC Examiner’s 
Drawing

NC Wilson/Bryson 2



Acetate fiber

NC Examiner’s 
Drawing

 NC Wilson/Bryson 3



NC Wilson/Bryson 4

Houck Report, B(a)4(b)ii: Acetate does not have a positive sign of elongation.
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, Plaintiff - Appellee,
versus JOSEPH ANDREW BELYEA, 11, Defendant-

Appellant.

Notice: [**1] RULES OF THE FOURTH CIRCUIT
COURT OF APPEALS MAY LIMIT CITATION TO

UNPUBLISHED OPINIONS. PLEASE REFER TO THE

RULES OF THE UNITED STATES COURT OF

APPEALS FOR THIS CIRCUIT.

Prior History: Appeal from the United States District
Court for the Eastern District of Virginia, at Alexandria.
Leonie M. Brinkema, District Judge. (CR-03-524).

Disposition: REMANDED WITH INSTRUCTIONS.

Core Terms

guns, confession, district court, chest, expert testimony,
false confession, stolen, new evidence, jurors, new trial,
theft, newly discovered evidence, actual possession,
admissible, bedroom, firearm, harmless, factors, bonds,
constructive possession, motion for a new trial,

interrogation, possession of a firearm, newly discovered,
excluding, possessed, drugs, stole, lock, user

Case Summary

excluding expert testimony on false confessions and in
denying his motion for a new trial. The court initially held

that the district court abused its discretion in excluding
expert testimony on false confessions because it failed
to make a particularized determination, pursuant to Fed.
R. Evid. 702 and Daubert, of whether jurors commonly

know about false confessions as a particular form of
lying and about specific factors that may correlate to
false confessions as there was a possibility that
defendant had made a false confession during his
interrogation and defendant's confession was crucial to

his conviction. The court further held that the district

court abused its discretion in denying defendant's
motion for a new trial under Fed. R. Crim. P. 33 based

on newly discovered statements by an accomplice that
defendant did not participate In or even witness the theft
of handguns because the newly discovered evidence
undermined defendant's conviction for actual

possession of a firearm by suggesting that the
accomplice stole the guns on an entirely separate and
later occasion than the occasion described at trial.

Outcome

The case was remanded to the district court.

Defendant's appeal regarding his sentence
enhancement was held in abeyance.

LexisNexis® Headnotes

Procedural Posture

Defendant was convicted of and sentenced for

possession of a firearm by an unlawful user of a
controlled substance in violation of 18 U.S.C.S. §
922(g)(3) by the United States District Court for the
Eastern District of Virginia, at Alexandria. Defendant
appealed his conviction and his sentence enhancement
for obstruction of justice.

Overview

Defendant claimed that the district court erred in

Criminal Law & Procedure > ... > Standards of

Review > Abuse of Discretion > General Overview

Evidence > Relevance > Preservation of Relevant

Evidence > Exclusion & Preservation by
Prosecutors

Evidence > ... > Testimony > Expert
Witnesses > General Overview

Donna Tanner
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HNIlSs Standards of Review, Abuse of Discretion

The appellate court reviews for abuse of discretion a

Review > Harmless & Invited Error > General

Overview

district court's decision to exclude expert testimony.

Criminai Law & Procedure > ... > Standards of

Review > Abuse of Discretion > General Overview

Evidence > Admissibiiify > Expert Witnesses

HW2[A] Standards of Review, Abuse of Discretion

Expert testimony is admissible under Fed. R. Evid. 702

If it involves scientific, technical, or specialized
knowledge that will assist the trier of fact to understand

the evidence or determine a fact in issue. The testimony
must be both reliable and relevant. While a trial court

has broad discretion in deciding whether to admit expert
testimony, it abuses this discretion if it makes an

arbitrary decision or otherwise makes an error of law.

Evidence > Admissibility > Expert
Witnesses > Daubert Standard

Evidence > Admissibility > Expert
Witnesses > Helpfulness

HN3]Ss Expert Witnesses, Daubert Standard

Daubert requires a nuanced, case-by-case analysis of
whether the proposed expert testimony will assist the
trier of fact. Rather than making broad generalizations
about evidentiary value, a court must determine whether
expert testimony will help the jury, given the facts in
issue in the particular case.

Evidence > Admissibility > Expert
Witnesses > Daubert Standard

Evidence > Admissibiiity > Expert Witnesses

HN4\&} Expert Witnesses, Daubert Standard

Fed. R. Evid. 702 and Daubert render inadmissible only
testimony on matters obviously within common
knowledge of Jurors.

Criminal Law & Procedure > ... > Standards of

HN5[^ Standards of Review, Harmless & Invited
Error

Nine circuits have concluded or at least have suggested
that appellate courts may raise the issue of
harmlessness of an error sua sponte, depending on the

length and complexity of the record, the certainty of
harmlessness, and the prospect that reversal will result
In protracted or futile proceedings.

Criminal Law & Procedure > Postconviction

Proceedings > Motions for New Trial

HNSlSsi Postconviction Proceedings, Motions for
New Trial

A motion for a new trial based on newly discovered
evidence should be granted only if: (1) the new
evidence is in fact newly discovered; (2) facts are
presented from which the court may infer due diligence
on the part of the movant; (3) the evidence is not merely
cumulative or impeaching; (4) the evidence is material
to the issues involved; and (5) the evidence is of such a
nature that it would probably result in an acquittal at a
new trial. Fed. R. Crim. P. 33.

Criminal Law & Procedure > Postconviction

Proceedings > Motions for New Trial

Criminal Law & Procedure >... > Standards of

Review > Abuse of Discretion > New Trial

HN7\^ Postconviction Proceedings, Motions for
New Trial

An appellate court reviews a district court's denial of a
Fed. R. Crim. P. 33 motion for abuse of discretion.

Criminal Law & Procedure > Postconviction

Proceedings > Motions for New Trial

HN8[^ Postconviction Proceedings, Motions for
New Trial

In evaluating a motion for a new trial, the court must

consider how the evidence was presented in the actual

Donna Tanner
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trial, and not how it might be presented in some other
trial.

Criminal Law & Procedure > Juries &

Jurors > Province of Court & Jury > General

Overview

Juries & Jurors, Province of Court & Jury

if the evidence supports different, reasonable
interpretations, the jury decides which interpretation to
believe.

Counsel: ARGUED: Geremy Charles Kamens, OFFICE
OF THE FEDERAL PUBLIC DEFENDER, Alexandria,

Virginia, for Appellant.

Erik Russell Barnett, Assistant United States Attorney,
OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES ATTORNEY,

Alexandria, Virginia, for Appellee.

ON BRIEF: Frank W. Dunham, Jr., Federal Public
Defender, Alexandria, Virginia, for Appellant.

Paul J. McNuity, United States Attorney, Alexandria,
Virginia, for Appellee.

Judges: Before WILKINS, Chief Judge, and MICHAEL
and TRAXLER, Circuit Judges.

Opinion

[*526] PERCURIAM:

Joseph Beiyea was convicted for possession of a
firearm by an unlawful user of a controlled substance In
violation of 18 U.S.C. § 922(g)(3). Beiyea appeals his
conviction on the grounds that the district court erred in

excluding expert testimony on false confessions and in
denying his motion for a new [**2] trial based on newly
discovered evidence. We remand for further

consideration of these issues. Beiyea also appeals his
sentence enhancement for obstruction of justice, and
we hold this issue in abeyance pending the outcome of
the proceedings on remand.

i.

A.

In August 2001 Beiyea attended a party hosted by
Michelle Gay at her parents' home in Sterling, Virginia.

This was the only time Beiyea ever visited the Gay
home. The partygoers. Including Beiyea, took
methamphetamine. Just over one year later, in October
2002, Michelle Gay's [*527] father, Ralph Gay,
discovered that three guns were missing from a wooden
hope chest in his bedroom. When Mr. Gay reported the

. matter to the police, it was discovered that two of his
missing (or stolen) guns, a revolver and a semi
automatic handgun, had been found during the October
2001 search of a car belonging to a suspected drug

dealer in Washington, D.C.

In August 2003 Special Agent Todd Frelwald from the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives
(ATF) interviewed Beiyea about the suspected theft of
Ralph Gay's guns. When Belyea's memory appeared to
falter. Agent Frelwald told Beiyea two lies: that one of

the stolen guns had been [**3] used in a murder in D.C.
and that it bore only one fingerprint, Beiyea's. Upon
hearing these lies, Beiyea was "pretty scared" and
"continued to shake." J.A. 277. Frelwald then warned

Beiyea that the authorities could hold him as a material
witness in a D.C. jail, where "a skinny white boy like
[Beiyea] wouldn't last very long." J.A. 244. The agent
suggested that Beiyea could avoid D.C. jail by providing
information on the guns.

Beiyea ultimately confessed to Agent Friewald, stating
that he had taken two guns, one revolver and one semi

automatic handgun, from the hope chest in the Gay
bedroom, placed the guns in a laundry basket, and
placed the basket in his car. He further confessed that

he, Michelle Gay, and Michelle Gay's boyfriend at the
time, Kevin Bruther, drove to a McDonald's in Sterling,
Virginia, where Bruther traded the guns to a white male
for drugs. Beiyea renounced this confession at trial,
however, claiming that he had made up most of it. At
trial he highlighted inconsistencies between his
confession and other trial evidence, including that three
guns were stolen, not two, and that they were traded to
Brother's African-American drug dealer In Washington,
D.C., not [**4] a white drug dealer in Sterling, Virginia.

Beiyea was charged with possession of a stolen firearm
in violation o1 18 U.S.C. § 922(j) and possession of a
firearm by an unlawful user of a controlled substance in
violation of fS U.S.C. § 922(g)(3). Prior to trial Beiyea
moved in limine to introduce expert testimony on factors
that correlate with false confessions. The district court

rejected this motion on the ground that the testimony
would not help the jury because "jurors [already] know
people lie." J.A. 57. Because the court concluded only
that testimony about confessions would not assist the

Donna Tanner



Page 4 of 8

159 Fed. Appx. 525, *527; 2005 U.S. App. LEXIS 28835, *M

jury, it did not conduct a Daubert analysis on whether
such testimony would be reliable. The court refused

defense counsel's request to proffer the proposed
testimony, explaining that the record was sufflcient and

that Beiyea was otherwise free to argue at trial that the
confession was false. At trial the court denied Belyea's
renewed motion to admit the expert testimony after the
government was allowed to elicit from Agent Freiwald
that he had been trained not to use coercive

interrogation tactics.

B.

Michelle Gay testified at trial [**5] that she was running
out of drugs during the August 2001 party and, needing
money to buy more, decided to cash some of her
savings bonds. These bonds were locked away in her
father's hope chest where his handguns were kept in
their original Smith & Wesson factory boxes. When Ms.
Gay could not find the key to the chest, she asked
Brother and Beiyea to break into the chest for her.
Although the two men tried picking the lock and
unscrewing the back hinges, their efforts were
unsuccessful. Michelle Gay then found the key and
retrieved several bonds. According to her, "nobody
touched anything in [the chest]" [*528] except for the
bonds, J.A. 163; no one handled or stole the guns,
though the firearms boxes were clearly visible when she
opened the chest. The government introduced Belyea's
confession that he took the guns from the hope chest
during the party and that Bruther traded the guns for
drugs.

Throughout trial and in the jury instructions, the
government and the district court equated the
possession element in Count One, possession of a
stolen firearm, with that in Count Two, possession of a
firearm by an unlawful user of a controlled substance,
on the theory that "the act of the possession [**6] and
the act of a gun becoming stolen really occured at the
same time." J.A. 357. The court limited the jury
instructions on both counts to actual possession ("to
have direct physical control over something," even if just
for a moment), explaining that "if the jury accepts the
confession as accurate, it is a confession to actual

possession and to nothing else." J.A. 293. The court
gave no instruction on constructive or joint possession
despite the government's request.

The jury found Beiyea not guilty on Count One
(possession of a stolen firearm) but guilty on Count Two
(possession of a firearm by an illegal drug user). Beiyea
moved for a new trial on the basis of newly discovered

evidence and the court's exclusion of expert testimony
on confessions.

Beiyea presented the newly discovered evidence at a
posttrial hearing. Four of Brother's acquaintances and
one investigator from the Federal Public Defender's
Office testified that Bruther had repeatedly and
consistently said that he alone had stolen the guns from

the hope chest in the Gay bedroom and that Beiyea had
had "zero involvement" in the theft. J.A. 380, 452.

Bruther told one of these witnesses that he had lied to

the ATF when [**7] he pinned the gun theft on Beiyea
because he (Bruther) was terrified of being sent back to
prison, having just been released on an unrelated

charge. Bruther began making these inculpatory
comments about Beiyea in the fail of 2002, months
before either he or Beiyea was interviewed about the
gun theft, and Bruther continued making these
comments until February 2003, when he committed
suicide (a month before the post-trial hearing). His
comments were "always the same," J.A. 451, with one
minor inconsistency: he inflated the quantity of drugs for
which he had traded the guns after being teased by his
friends for making a bad deal.

According to the newly discovered evidence, the gun
theft did not occur during the August 2001 party when
Beiyea was in the Gay house. Rather, the theft occurred
on an entirely separate and later occasion, perhaps
days after the party: Bruther and Michelle Gay were
preparing to drive away from the Gay home when
Bruther (alone) ran back inside, broke into the chest,
and stole the guns without anyone else's knowledge or
participation. Bruther said he chose Beiyea as his fall
guy because he knew that Beiyea had a "bad past," J.A.
463, had been in the Gay bedroom [**8] where the
hope chest was located, and had suggested to Bruther
during their unsuccessful effort at the party to break into
the chest that they remove the hinges rather than pick
the lock.

The district court denied Belyea's motion for a new trial
on grounds that the new evidence was neither material

nor likely to result in an acquittal at a new trial. The court
concluded that the "new evidence does not undermine

the jury's verdict that Beiyea possessed the firearms
before they were stolen" - that he "exercised dominion

and control over the firearms, at least before they were
removed from the Gay bedroom." J.A. 517-18. The court
thereby invoked the standard [*529] for constructive
possession, not actual possession, even though the jury
was never instructed on constructive possession. The
court also declined to reconsider its exclusion of expert

Donna Tanner
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testimony on the subject of confessions.

At sentencing Belyea objected to the two-level

enhancement for obstruction of justice recommended in

his presentence report. The court nonetheless imposed
the enhancement upon finding that Belyea was "not
truthful when he testified." J.A. 523.

Belyea now appeals.

II.

Belyea first argues that the district [**9] court erred by
excluding expert testimony on factors that correlate with

false confessions. HNlf^ We review for abuse of
discretion the district court's decision to exclude this

testimony. See, e.g.. United States v. Criso. 324 F.3d

261. 265 (4th Cir. 2003). HN2^ Expert testimony is
admissible under Rule 702 of the Federal Rules of

Evidence if It involves scientific, technical, or specialized

knowledge that will assist the trier of fact to understand

the evidence or determine a fact in issue. The testimony
must be both reliable and relevant. Daubert v. Merrell

Dow Pharms.. Inc.. 509 U.S. 579. 589-92. 113 S. Ct.

2786. 125 L Ed. 2d 469 f1993): see also Kumho Tire

Co. V. Carmichael. 526 U.S. 137. 147-49. 152. 119 S.

Ct. 1167. 143 L. Ed. 2d 238 (19991 While a trial court

has broad discretion in deciding whether to admit expert
testimony, it abuses this discretion If It makes an

arbitrary decision or otherwise makes an error of law.

See United States v. Barile. 286 F.3d 749. 753 (4th Cir.

2002).

HN3^] Daubert requires a nuanced, case-by-case
analysis of whether the proposed expert testimony will

assist the trier of fact. [*M0] See Daubert. 509 U.S. at
591-92: United States v. Harris. 995 F.2d 532. 534-35

(4th Cir. 1993) (noting pre-Daubert trend of eschewing
per se rules of inadmlssibillty and Instead making
particularized determinations). But see United States v.
Prince-Ovibo. 320 E.3d 494. 500-01 (4th Cir. 2003)

(noting that Daubert requires "nuanced evaluation" of

evidence, but upholding per se ban in limited context of

polygraph evidence). Rather than making broad
generalizations about evidentiary value, a court must

determine whether expert testimony will help the jury,
given the facts in issue in the particular case.

The district court failed to make such a particularized

determination here. The court's essential reason for

excluding the expert testimony on false confessions was

that "jurors know people lie." J.A. 57. This statement

may be true as a general proposition, but it does not
necessarily apply in this case; it does not mean that

jurors know that people confess falsely or that someone
in Belyea's position may be more likely to do so. Jurors

may know that people lie in everyday life or even
sometimes under oath, particularly [**11] when they

believe lying to be advantageous. Jurors may not know,

however, that people He on occasion to their own

detriment by falsely confessing to crimes that they did

not commit. The phenomenon of false confessions is

counter-intuitive and is not necessarily explained by the

general proposition that "jurors know people lie." See
Advisory Committee Notes, Fed. R. Evid. 804(b)(3)

(suggesting that statements against interest as rare);
United States v. Smithers. 212 F.3d 306. 315-16 (6th

Cir. 2000) (stating that district court was "simply wrong"
for assuming that jurors know to be skeptical of

eyewitness testimony when many factors affecting
memory are counter-intuitive, complex, and not fully

known by jurors).

The court's explanation here — that whether a
confession is false Is "something [*530] juries decide

all the time, and I don't need an expert to help them in

that respect" - suggests that expert testimony on false

confessions is never admissible. J.A. 56. This approach

is erroneous as a matter of law because it overlooks

Dauberi's general requirement for a particularized

determination in each case. The court should [**12]
have Inquired into whether jurors commonly know about

false confessions as a particular form of lying and about

specific factors that may correlate to false confessions.

See United States v. Lester. 254 F. Sudd. 2d 602. 608

(E.D. Va. 2003) (noting that HN4fT\ Rule 702 and
Daubert render inadmissible only testimony on matters

obviously within common knowledge of jurors). The

specifics of this case mandate a particularized Inquiry: a
federal agent twice lied to Belyea during his

interrogation; Belyea was a drug addict, In prison at the

time on an unrelated charge, and admittedly terrified

during the Interrogation; and Belyea has suffered from
clinical depression and behavioral problems throughout

his life.

It appears to us that the expert in this case. Dr. Solomon

Fulero, would have addressed whether and how these

particular factors correlate to false confessions. Belyea's

motion in limine states that "Dr. Fulero would testify that

false confessions in fact occur, and that various

techniques used by law enforcement agents, such as

false accusations and false promises can influence a
person's decision to confess falsely." J.A. 16. In
addition. Dr. Fulero would apparently [**13] testify that
"particular characteristics of the person interrogated,

such as . . . anxiety problems, can affect the likelihood

Donna Tanner
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that a confession is false." J.A. 16. The record on

appeal is sparse, however, on Dr. Fulero's proposed
testimony because the district court refused defense
counsel's request to make a proffer of the testimony.
Without more detailed information, it is impossible to
determine whether the expert testimony would aid the
jury in this case. But the limited record suggests that the
testimony would be helpful by at least clarifying that
some people, contrary to common sense, make false
Inculpatory statements. See United States v. Hall. 93
F.3d 1337. 1343-45 (7th CIr. 1996) (finding abuse of
discretion where court excluded possibly critical expert
testimony on personality disorder that made false
confessions more likely). Accord United States v. Shav.
57 F.3d 126. 133-34 (1st CIr. 1995) (mental disorder).

The foregoing conclusions require us to remand the
case to the district court for a more complete analysis of
whether the expert testimony is admissible under
Daubert and Rule 702: specifically, whether it would aid
the jury [**14] in this case and, if so, whether it satisfies
the Daubert factors for assessing the reliability of expert
scientific or professional testimony. Daubert. 509 U.S. at
591-95: United States v. Dorsev. 45 F.3d 809. 813 (4th

CIr. 1995). In conducting this analysis, the district court
should take into account any other applicable
evidentiary rules, including Rule 403. Daubert. 509 U.S.
at 595.

If the district court determines on remand that Dr.

Fulero's testimony should have been admitted, its
erroneous exclusion at trial cannot be deemed

harmless. The government has not raised the
harmlessness issue in this appeal. However, HN5^\
nine other circuits have concluded or at least suggested
that appellate courts may raise the issue of
harmlessness sua sponte, depending on the length and
complexity of the record, the certainty of harmlessness,
and the prospect that reversal will result in protracted or
futile proceedings. See, e.g., United States v. Gonzalez-
Flares. 418 F.3d 1093. 1100-01 (9th CIr. 2005) (citing
cases). Assuming without deciding that our circuit allows
the harmlessness inquiry [*531] to be considered sua
sponte [**15] and that the inquiry is appropriate in this
case, we conclude (as we said above) that if Dr.
Fulero's testimony is admissible, its exclusion was not
harmless.

Belyea's confession was crucial to his conviction. See

J.A. 516 (district court describing confession as "key
evidence" against Belyea). Indeed, it is the only direct
evidence that Belyea actually possessed the guns ~ the
theory of possession on which he was tried and

convicted. The remaining evidence, including that
Belyea helped in the attempt to pick the lock of the
chest and knew the style of the stolen guns, is far from
definitive on the issue of actual possession.

Moreover, Belyea was not allowed to Introduce
potentially forceful evidence supporting his contention
that his confession was false. The excluded expert
testimony would have explored, among other factors,
characteristics (such as anxiety problems) and
interrogation techniques (such as false accusations) that
make suspects more likely to confess falsely. Belyea
was of course still able to challenge the confession at
trial, for example by testifying that he made up most of it
and by highlighting discrepancies between his
confession and the remaining evidence [**16] of the
crime. He was also given leeway to suggest that he was
vulnerable at the time of his interrogation: he was in
prison at the time, a drug addict, and lied to by the ATF
agent. But he could not challenge the confession on a
separate and potentially compelling ground. He could
not explain that false confessions, while counter-

Intuitive, do in fact occur and are more likely to occur in
certain circumstances, perhaps in the very
circumstances of his case. This evidence would likely
have altered the complexion of the case. See Smithers.
212F.3dat317.

Given the critical weight of Belyea's confession, we
cannot say that any error in excluding Dr. Fulero's
testimony on false confessions was harmless. See
Shav, 57 F.3d at 134. We simply lack the requisite
assurance that any error did not "substantiaily swayQ"
the jury's judgment. United States v. Weaver. 282 F.3d
302. 314 (4th CIr. 2002) (internal quotation marks and
citations omitted).

If the district court concludes on remand that Dr.

Fulero's testimony should have been admitted, the error
of excluding his testimony would not be harmless, and
the court should enter an order [**17] granting a new
triai pursuant to Rule 33 of the Federal Rules of Criminal

Procedure.

III.

Belyea next argues that the district court erred in

denying his motion for a new trial that was based on
newly discovered statements by Bruther, who said that
Belyea did not participate in or even witness the theft of
Ralph Gay's handguns. HN6^\ A motion for a new trial
based on newly discovered evidence should be granted
only if: (1) the new evidence is in fact newly discovered;
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(2) facts are presented from which the court may infer
due diligence on the part of the movant; (3) the
evidence Is not merely cumulative or impeaching; (4)
the evidence is material to the issues involved; and (5)
the evidence is "of such a nature that it would probably
result in an acquittal at a new trial." United States v.

Lofton. 233 F.3d 313. 318 (4th Cir. 2000) (internal
quotation marks and citation omitted); Fed. R. Crim. P.

M- HN7^\ We review the district court's denial of a
Rule 33 motion for abuse of discretion. United States v.

Russell. 221 F.3d 615. 619 (4th Cir. 2000).

The district court denied [**18] Beiyea's motion on
grounds that the new evidence was neither material to

the issue of possession, nor would it probably result in
an acquittal [*532] at a new trial. Specifically, the court
reasoned that the new evidence does not undermine the

trial evidence supporting Beiyea's conviction on Count
Two (possession of a firearm by a drug user), and for
this reason the new evidence is immaterial to his

conviction and would not probably result in an acquittal
at a new trial. The court hinged these conclusions on a
theory of constructive possession: that there was "more
than sufficient evidence" at trial to support a finding that
Belyea "exercised dominion and control over the

firearms, at least before they were removed from the
Gay bedroom." J.A. 516-17. Cf. United States v.
Galllmore. 247 F.3d 134. 137 (4th Cir. 2001) (defining
constructive possession). This evidence, the court said,
is undisturbed by Bruther's newly discovered
statements. The problem with this reasoning is that the
court did not give a broad instruction on possession,
one that covered both actual and constructive

possession and both individual and joint possession.

Rather, the court limited the Jury instruction [**19] on
both counts to actual possession, "to have direct
physical control over something," on the theory that this
is purely "an actual possession case"; the court's only
elaboration on this instruction was that "momentary
possession is sufficient." J.A. 292-94, 339, 342. Given

this limited jury instruction, we must consider whether
the newly discovered evidence undermines Beiyea's
conviction for actual possession of a firearm, not
constructive possession. See United States v. Brodwin.
292 F. Sudd. 2d 484. 494 (S.D.N.Y. 2003) HN8^ (in
evaluating a motion for a new trial, "the court must
consider how [the] evidence was presented in [the
actual] trial, and not how it might be presented in some
other trial").

When examined through the actual possession lens, the
split verdicts — acquittal on Count One, conviction on

Count Two ~ suggest that the jury believed that Beiyea
actually possessed the guns in the Gay bedroom, even
if just for a moment, before they were removed from the
home. These jury verdicts belie the court's and
prosecution's theory throughout trial that the evidence of

possession for both counts is "obviously the same" and
"the act of possession and the [**20] act of the gun
becoming stolen really occur at the same time." J.A.
310, 357. The district court, while conceding that the

verdicts appear inconsistent in light of the trial theory,
nonetheless characterized them as reasonable, and we

do not question this characterization. See United ̂ ates
V. Mumhv. 35 F.3d 143. 148 (4th Cir. 1994) //AfflfTi f"^
the evidence supports different, reasonable
Interpretations, the jury decides which interpretation to
believe.")

We nevertheless conclude that the newly discovered
evidence undermines Beiyea's conviction for actual

possession. It suggests that Bruther stole the guns on
an entirely separate and later occasion than the
occasion described at trial, when Belyea and Bruther
were trying to pick the lock of the hope chest during the
party in an effort to access the bonds within. Rather,
Bruther may have stolen the guns days or even weeks
after the party in an altogether different scene: he and
Michelle Gay were preparing to drive away from the Gay
home when he ran back inside, alone. According to
Bruther's repeated and generally consistent admissions,
Belyea had "zero involvement" In this theft, "had nothing
to do with it." J.A. 452, 462-63. Bruther [**21] only
implicated Belyea to law enforcement on one occasion
because he knew that Belyea had a "bad past" and had
been in the Gay bedroom once (during the incident
described at trial), when the two men joined in an
unsuccessful effort to break into the chest and retrieve

the bonds. J.A. 463.

[*533] By Bruther's account, Belyea was not even in
the Gay bedroom at the time of the theft; he did not
know about or participate in the theft. Because the new
evidence questions whether Belyea ever actually (or
even constructively) possessed the guns, it qualifies as
being material to the central issue of possession.

Moreover, the new evidence would probably result in an
acquittal at a new trial because it so maipinalizes and
overshadows the inculpatory evidence that it would
likely raise reasonable doubt in jurors' minds that Belyea
ever possessed the guns. For example, at a new trial
Beiyea's admission that he helped Bruther try to break
into the hope chest would be measured against
Bruther's repeated admissions that he (Bruther) stole
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the guns on a different occasion without any assistance
from Belyea. The most damning evidence against
Beiyea, his knowledge of the type of guns In the chest,
would [**22] have less significance in light of the new
evidence. (In any event, Belyea's general description of
the guns is not so damning when examined in the
context of the possession issue, since It may mean that
Belyea saw the guns or gun boxes at some point but
never actually handled the guns; Michelle Gay testified
that she, Bruther, and Belyea all saw the Smith &
Wesson boxes when she retrieved her bonds at the

party.) Finally, the new evidence casts serious doubt on
the prosecution's theory that Belyea and his friends
"stole those guns so that they could get more drugs."
J.A. 99.

to his sentence.

REMANDED WITH INSTRUCTIONS

End of Document

Because the newly discovered evidence is material and
would probably result in an acquittal at a new trial, we
conclude - assuming the evidence meets the standard
for trustworthiness (see below) ~ that the district court
abused its discretion in denying Belyea's motion for a
new trial based on the newly discovered statements by
Bruther.

The government argues on appeal that we should affirm
the district court's denial in any case because the new
evidence, exculpatory statements against interest made
by an unavailable declarant, is not admissible under

Rule 804(b)(3) of the Federal Rules of Evidence. r**231

We are unable to address this argument on the present
record because the district court did not reach the issue

of whether "the corroborating circumstances ciearly
indicate the trustworthiness" of Brother's statements.

Fed. R. Evid. 804(b)(3): see J.A. 490 (finding witnesses
who recounted Beiyea's statements "completely
credible" and expressing "no doubt" that Bruther made
statements, but declining to ruie on whether statements
themselves were true). The district court must address
this issue in the first instance on remand.

If the district court concludes on remand that the newly
discovered evidence is admissible under Rule 804(b)(3).

it should enter an order granting a new thai pursuant to
Rule 33 of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure.

IV.

We remand the case to the district court for proceedings
consistent with this opinion. We retain jurisdiction over
the appeal so that we may review the district court's
orders on remand with regard to the admissibility of Dr.
Fuiero's expert testimony and Brother's newly
discovered statements. In the meantime, we hold in

abeyance the issue relating to [**24] Belyea's challenge
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF FORSYTE

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA,

V.

MERRITT WILLIAMS DRAYTON

IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION

86 CRS 031738

AFFIDAVIT OF

VICTORIA L. PITTMAN

NOW COMES Victoria L. Pittman being first been duly sworn, who deposes and says
the following:

1. I am over the age of eighteen, suffer no legal disabilities, have knowledge of the
facts set forth below, and am competent to testify.

2. I am a nationally certified court reporter and have been working as a court
reporter for 20 years.

3. I was the court reporter for a hearing of the North Carolina Innocence Inquiry
Commission hearing of the above-captioned case on June 4 — 7,2019.

4. During the hearing, an audio recording of a March 19,2019 interview of Darren
Johnson by Commission staff was played. After hearing the audio, a Commissioner pointed out
an error in the transcript of that interview.

5. Page 56, Line 5-6 of the transcript read "MR. JOHNSON: Somebody went in
after I came out." The Commissioner believed that Mr. Johnson actually said, ''Unless somebody
went in after I came out. (Emphasis added.)

6. I have listened to that portion of the audio recording multiple times and I also
heard Mr. Johnson begin that sentence with the word "unless."
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7. If I were the court reporter to have transcribed this interview, Page 56, Lines 5-6
would read: "MR. JOHNSON: Unless somebody went in after I came out." I believe this to be a
more accurate reflection of the audio recording of Mr. Johnson's words.

FURTHER AFFIANT SAYETH NAUGHT.

This the seventh day of June, 2019.

Victoria L Pittman

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF SJtAxMjiaAA^

Sworn to and subscribed before me,

this day of June, 2019.

(Seal)}(^'ary Public
My Commission Expires: ^ Un / aazt

%%
?  NotofY Public s

Chatham County t
^ My Commission Expires:
j. 04/27/2021 5

V C\ ^
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