Transcription of Chris Mumma Interview with Herman Baker

Date: March 19,2013
Location: Fayetteville, North Carolina
Key:

CM (Chris Mumma, NC Center on Actual Innocence)

CAS (Cheryl Sullivan, NC Center on Actual Innocence)

HB (Herman Baker, witness in Joseph Sledge trial)

JM (James McLean, a man that Herman Baker lives with)
AM (Anita McLean, a woman that Herman Baker lives with)

Prior to Recorder being turned on: Chris Mumma and Cheryl Sullivan knocked on the
apartment door and the door was opened by Anita McLean. Chris and Cheryl told her they were
there to see Herman and she invited them in. Herman walked out of his bedroom and said hello.
Chris asked if it was a good time to talk and he said he was about to take a shower. Chris asked
if they could wait to talk to him after his shower. Herman said something about needing a
lawyer and started to walk back in his room. Chris asked him why he felt he needed a lawyer to
talk to her. She thought, based on his response, that the SBI had already come back to talk to
him. Chris and Cheryl were invited to have a seat by Anita and Chris asked Cheryl to turn the
recorder on.

(Indecipherable)

CM: Did they come again?

HB: Who?

CM: The SBI.

HB: I don’t want them. -

CM: Do you have a lawyer?

~ HB: No, I’'m going to get one.

CM: Do you want me to help you get one?

HB: Uh-uh (no).

CM: Why not?

HB: [ can get one on my own. I have enough money to get em.



CM: Okay, Herman, can you just talk to me for one more minute, please? Please? This man has

been in prison for 35 years.

HB: Yep.

Herman starts to open the outside door.

CM: Do you want to talk outside?

JM: Why don’t you close the door? You all have a seat. Close the door.
CM: Do you want to talk outside instead?

HB: No, let’s talk right here.

CM: You’re not worried about talking in front of them, are you?
HB: Nah. Nothing to be worried about. (Laughs).

CM: Yesterday, you told me— Do you remember what you told me yesterday?
HB: Mm-hm (yes).

CM: What did you tell me yesterday?

HB: What?

CM: What did you tell me yesterday?

HB: About what?

CM: About Joseph Sledge.

HB: Hm. About what?

CM: Did he ever téll you he committed the murders?

HB: Uh-uh (no).

CM: No?

HB: No.

CM: And who came and got you?

HB: That prison guard.



CM: Do you remember what the prison guard’s name was?

HB: No. Ican’t, I can’t....(indecipherable).

CM: And did anybody talk to you after that?

HB: No.

CM: So, before you went to trial, did they prep you? Did they tell you what to say?
HB: Yeah.

CM: Who prepped you?

HB: I don’t remember his name. (Indecipherable). FBI, SBI agent or something.
CM: SBI agent? What did he look like?

HB: I don’t remember. (Laughs along with someone else).

CM: The time— it’s really important.

HB: ’m tryin’. I can’t. (nervous laugh)

CM: An SBI agent?

HB: Mm-hm.

CM: And was there a sheriff deputy there?

HB: No.

CM: Just the SBI agent.

'HB: Mm-hm.

CM: And what did he tell you?

HB: They came to Pennsylvania. They left a note on the door with everything written on it.
They sent me to Pennsylvania.

CM: Before...right before trial?

HB: Yeah.



CM: So, the SBI agent came to see you right before trial.
HB: I didn’t see him. He left a note there.
CM: Okay, and did he— and what did the note say?

HB: Telling me something about...mentions about black pepper and stuff that....
(Indecipherable).

CM: So, there was a note on your door that told you what to say?
HB: Mm-hm (yes).

CM: Did you keep that note?

HB: NOO. (Laughter). I lost that. (Indecipherable).

CM: Okay, so, the note told you about the pepper can?
HB: Yea, they mentioned it first at the prison.

CM: They told you about it at the prison first?

HB: Yes, Spark...,Sparkman, I think his name was.
CM: Sparkman?

HB: Yeah, he was the warden.

CM: Warden. And was there anybody with Sparkman?
HB: There was a sergeant.

CM: A sergeant from the prison?

HB: Yeah.

CM: But not somebody from the Sherriff’s Department?
HB: Mm-mm (no).

CM: Um...And there was nobody from the SBI or the Sherriff’s Department with the prison
guards?

HB: No.



CM: So, the prison guards came to you...
HB: And they took me and put me in jail, downtown (Indecipherable).
CM: They put you down in the jail?
HB: Yep.
CM: And they talked to you there?
HB: Yes.
CM: And did they ever take you to a motel?
HB: No. During trial.
CM: During—
HB: They came and picked me up from Pennsylvania.
CM: And you stayed— okay.
HB: (Indecipherable).
CM: And did they talk to you in the car on the way back from Pennsylvania to North Carolina?
HB: Mm-hm (yes).
CM: Did they tell you what to say when you were in the car?
HB: Yes.
CM: And did they promise you a reward?
HB: rYes, and uh, fhey»got me -Qut o"f prisc_m early. )
CM: And they got you out of prison early?
HB: Yup.
CM: Did, um, the prosecutor ever talk to you before you got on the stand?
HB: (Silence).

CM: You don’t remember? (To CAS) Can I see the affidavit?



CAS: Yeah.

CM: So, I...] am trying to get to the truth, okay?

HB: Mm-hm (yes).

CM: And I know what kind of position you were put in.

HB: Mm-hm (yes).

CM: I understand, okay? Um, the people who are required to follow the law—
HB: Mm.. hm.

CM: Are— the law enforcement, the lawyers, you know. They have an oath.
HB: Mm-hm (yes).

CM: And we have to understand exactly what happened in this case.
HB: Yeah.

CM: Where did you meet Joseph?

HB: Um, in prison.

CM: In prison. Did you ever meet him in—

HB: In the streets, yea.

CM: Before prison?

HB: Hanging out at motel, I mean behind the truck stop downtown.
CM: The truck stop. Did you meet him in Fayetteville?

HB: Yeah, he stayed in Fayetteville.

CM: And you testified at trial that met him in 1969?

HB: Mm-hm (yes).

CM: Did you meet— cause he wasn’t in Fayetteville in 1969.

HB: I don’t remember when it was. It was sometime in the 70s, 60s. Something like that.



CM: Okay, so you think you may have just gotten the year wrong or something?
HB: Yeah.

CM: Can you read at all? You want me— can I read this to you?

HB: I’ll sit right here. I got some glasses.

CM: Okay, why don’t you grab your glasses? How are you feeling today?

HB: Rough. |

CM: I’m sorry. (To CAS) We might need to change that line about (indecipherable)...Do you
have a good pen?

CAS: Yes.

CAS: My stamp’s out in the car. I can do it after. Forgot to bring it in.
CM: Okay.

CM: Do you want to sit down, Herman?

HB: Nah.

CM: You really— you really — I want you to trust me, okay?

HB: Mm-hm (yes).

CM: I am only looking for the truth. This says—

HB: I can read it.

CM: You can read it. Okay. Can you read it out loud?

" 'HB: For what?

CM: Just so that I know that you can read it.
HB: (Indecipherable).

CM: If there’s anything that’s wrong on there, you tell me. (Clanging sound). Is that your right
birth date?

HB: I am disabled.



CM: You are disabled?

HB: Yes, I am.

CM: What’s your disability?

JM: Y’all parked so.mebod)'/ in the driveway.
CM: I’m sorry?

JM: Y’all parked somebody in the driveway.
CM: Oh, yes.

JM: They just called.

CM: Okay, we’ll move it.

JM: Yeah, they just called.

CAS: Do you want me to move it?

CM: Yeah, do you mind moving it?

CAS: Mm-hm (no).

CM: I’m sorry.

JM: Yeah, y’all parked— yeah, y’all parked there. Okay, they want—
CAS: Oh, oh, oh, I’'m sorry.

JM: I’'m sorry.

CAS:_ '_That’§ pka‘y._

CM: So, what’s your disability? I’1l write that on there.
HB: Chronic pancreatitis.

CM: Chronic...pancreatitis?

HB: Yes.

. CM: Pan-crea-titis. Do you feel better sitting down?



HB: I’m packing up and getting out of town today.

CM: And then if you just put your initials right there, because that’s in my writing, and I don’t
want that in my writing. I want that in your writing...There you go.

CM: Have you had any alcohol this morning?

HB: Mm-mm (no).

(Silence)

CM: (To AM) Sorry to bother you, ma’am.

AM: Oh, you’re alright.

(Silence)

CM: (To AM) I like the zebra print.

AM: (Laughs) Thank you.

CM: (Laughs). (To Baker) Anything that’s wrong on that, you just let me know.
(Silence) (knock on the door and CM reenters)

CM: Thank you.

CM: So this says law enforcement. You want me to add on here “the prison guards?”
HB: Mm-hm (yes).

CM: Can you initial both of those changes for me?

HB: Mm-hm (yes).

CM: Second page. There’s not much more on that. Do you have a cold too? =
HB: Yes.

CM: Sinuses?

HB: Mm-hm.

(Silence)



CM: (To CAS) Get her name. Witness in there...that he’s reading it. Let her know that. (To

Baker) Is that all accurate?
HB: Yea, almost.

CM: What else is wrong, hon?
HB: Take all this out.

CM: Alright, you want me to take that out?

HB: Yeah, they didn’t....they let me out early...they let me out early.

CAS: You were pretty young back then, huh?
HB: Yeah.

CM: You were very young. How old were you?
HB: I don’t know. (Laughter)

CM: Twenties?

CAS: Yeah.

CM: I think you were in your twenties.

CAS: Early to mid twenties, yeah.

HB: Mm-hm.

CAS: Younger than me.

HB: (Laughs)
"CM: Okay, just initial that change there.

HB: Mm-hm (yes).

CM: Okay. And then if you can just sign your name right there.

CAS: Would you like a copy of it with the changes? .
HB: Yeah.

CM: (to CAS): Okay, so we’ll just add the changes
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CAS: Okay.

CM: (To AM) Ma’am?

AM: Yes?

CM: I’'m sorry. Could I talk to you for one minute?

HB: (Laughs, sniffs)

AM: Yes, ma’am.

CM: I’'m just trying to— so, Herman just read this affidavit.

JM: (Indecipherable)

AM: Yes.

CM: Herman just read this affidavit. Herman, did you just read all this?
HB: Yes, I did.

CM: And then did you just sign this?

HB: Mm-hm (yes).

CM: Okay, so I just want— we just need to have a witness that he read it and signed it.
AM: Come and sign this Martin, I don’t want my John Hill 6n nothing.
(Laughter)

JM: What is this about then? What does this to say that Herman’s — what he just said? What?
What does it say?

CM: It says that— are you friends— how do you know Herman?

JM: Good friend.

CM: That’s good. He’s going to need some good friends to take care of him. Um, Herman was

involved in a case about 35 years ago where they made offers to give him money and let him out

of prison if he would testify against somebody. And that person’s been in prison for almost 35

years and he’s innocent. Um, so we’re working on his case, and uh, so Herman’s read that
affidavit and signed it.

11



JM: Say you say he made....say this again, they made him an offer?

CM: They made him an offer.

JM: That if he testified against the guy?

CM: Yep.

IJM: Well, did he?

CM: Did he testify?

JM: Yeah.

CM: Yes, he did.

JM: Well, what’s that got to do with— what’s that got—

CM: This is the newspaper article.

JM: What’s that got to do with Herman now?

CM: Well, we’re trying to get this man out of prison. He’s still in prison. And the law
enforcement’s saying that he admitted to the murders to Herman, but Herman’s says he didn’t
admit to it. They fed him all the facts.

JM: Herman say he didn’t. So that don’t mean he...Herman say the man didn’t.
CM: That he didn’t do it.

JM: Yeah.

CM: Right. So, that’s what we’re trying to say now. He didn’t do it.

J M:_ O,h’, cause I-_Ie_z.rqlar; vyil] testify the man didn’t do it.

CM: That’s great. And all I want you to do is witness that he signed that document.
JM: Oh.

CM: That’s all—

JM: He didn’t do no wrong, did he?

CM: He didn’t do any wrong compared to what law enforcement did.
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JM: Oh. (Indecipherable). So, Herman said that he didn’t do it.

CM: Herman says Mr. Sledge did not commit the murders but the police wanted Herman to say

he did—

AM: That he did.

CM: That he did commit the murders back then.
AM: Okay.

JM: Oh, okay.

CAS: In exchange for—

AM: For money.

CAS: For prison sentence and money.

CM: And reduced sentence.

AM: Yeah.

CM: Okay?

JM: Oh, they wanted Herman to lie.

CM: They wanted Herman to lie.

JM: Oh.

CM: They got Herman to lie when he was a young man.

AM: Here (indecipherable). (hands the newspaper article back)

- CAS: You can keep that.

AM: Oh.

CM: That’s your copy. You can have that.
HB: I don’t want that.

CM: You don’t want it?

HB: (Laughs)

13



AM: He don’t need no reminders of that. (Laughs)
CM: And so, is this the copy with the changes?
CAS: Uh, yes. He needs to date that.
(Indecipherable)

CAS: I think so. To be safe.

JM: Herman said the man didn’t do it, didn’t he?
CM: On trial he said he did do it.

JM: On trial he said he did?

CM: Yep.

CAS: Right.

CM: Herman, can you put today’s date there? What is today’s date? Does anybody know?
HB: Nineteenth.

CAS: March 19",

CM: Good job (to Herman). So just put 19— 19", And then March. So, at trial 35 years ago, he
said he did do it. And he got some money and he got reduced time. Um.

JM: So, now what’s happening?
CM: Now we’re trying to get the truth out.
CAS: There’s also been some DNA evidence that does not connect.

CM: We had some physical evidence tested that shows he didn’t do it. Um, Herman, um, where
are you going to get a lawyer?

HB: Hm?
CM: Where are you going to get a lawyer?
HB: I don’t know.

CM: Okay—
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JM: He need a lawyer?

CM: He needs a lawyer.

HB: For what?

CM: I don’t want them threatening you with perjury charges.

HB: (Laughs)

CM: Okay. Um, [ mean...

AM: You should get a lawyer.

CM: The State Bureau of Investigation and the police— the DA’s office are probably going to
come talk to him again. Um, and, you know. If you want to.... go with the truth, I mean—as [
told you yesterday, the truth will set you free. (Laughs).

HB: Mm.

CM: Go with the truth. Just stick with the truth. Um.

JM: So, where you say he’s gonna need a lawyer cause.

AM: He gonna need a lawyer because he testified one thing and this is saying another now.
CAS: Yeah, yeah.

AM: And yeah, he gonna need a lawyer. And I’m sure when you’re up against a lie, like you
said, throw out some favors sometime (indecipherable) so we sometime make wrong decisions.
So we’re pressured into making wrong decisions. ~
CM: Do you want me to help you get a lawyer?

HB: Yeéah. =~

CM: Okay.

JM: (Indecipherable)

CM: You still have my contact information I gave you yesterday?

HB: Mm-hm (yes).

CM: Okay, and is there a phone number that anybody has that we can call.
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IJM: Yes, ma’am. Okay, if we have to get a lawyer, will it be a paid lawyer?

CM: No, we’ll get him a— we’ll get him— I know what his financial situation is. We’ll get him
a lawyer.

JM: For free?

CM: Yeah.

IM: Okay, yeah. He need one.

CM: Yeah. Yeah.

CAS: But what is the phone number that we could reach?
JM: 910

CAS: Uh-huh.

JM: I’ll give you two phones though. 224-6900. That’s the cell phone. Home phone 910-920-
3166. So, either one of those. Preferably home phone if you don’t have to call cell.

CAS: And what’s your name? In case you answer.
JM: James.

CAS: And your last name?

JM: McLean.

CM: McLean. And is this your—
JM: My mate.

- CM: Your bait. (laughs).

JM: My mate.

CAS: My mate.

(Laughter)

JM: My mate.

CM: Your mate. And your name, ma’am?
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AM: My name is Anita, but I don’t want anybody to call me.

CM: Okay, that’s right.

CAS: Okay.

CM: Um, so, what you could try to do that would be helpful, Herman, is if you could try to think
back. Okay? Just try to spend some time thinking back on who talked to you and where they
were.

HB: Mm-hm (yes).

CM: How many people were in the car driving from Pennsylvania?

HB: Two.

CM: Two?

HB: Mm-hm (yes).

CM: And did they talk to you about the case while you were driving?

HB: Oh, yes.

JM: This case happen in Pennsylvania?

CM: No, it happened here.

JM: Oh.

CM: But he was living in Pennsylvania at the time of the trial.

JM: And the murders happened here?-

~ CM: Yeah.

CAS: Mm-hm. They were just bringing him back to testify.

JM: Oh.

CAS: So, they drove him down here.

CM: And they talked to you about the case while they were driving?

HB: Mm-hm.

1¥



CM: And did they tell you what to say while they were driving? Yeah?
HB: I told you yes awhile ago.

CM: I know. I know. I’m not trying to pester you.

HB: (Laughs)

CM: But you gotta understand, this guy’s been in prison for 35 years, so I’m a little intense about
it. (Laughs).

JM: So, who do y’all work for?

CM: I work for the—

JM: You on some committee?

CM: The North Carolina Center on Actual Innocence.

CAS: Uh-huh. We’re a nonprofit. The inmates we work for don’t pay us for our work.
CM: Are you interested in reading this?

JM: I'll look at it.

AM: Why did they say the man— why did they accuse the man of the murder?

CM: Well, uh.

AM: I’m just curious.

CM: Two white women who were murdered, and he was black, and he had escaped from prison.

He was in for a larceny charge, and he escaped around that area. So, he was—he was a likely
suspect, but...

AM: Okay. He was in prison for larceny?

CM: Yep

CAS: And he was also a young man back then. |
AM: Back then.

CAS: Mm-hm (yes).
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AM: Okay, I see what you’re saying.

CM: You probably wish I had never come around, don’t you, Herman?
HB: (Laughs).

JM: So, you’re going to make sure he gets a lawyer?

CM: Yeah.

CAS: And I wrote all the changes that you had made.

CM: So, these are the changes. And then, you can have a copy.
CAS: You can keep that.

HB: Yeah.

CM: So you know what you signed, okay?

HB: Hmm. (Laughs/sobs).

CM: I’m sorry.
HB: (Indecipherable) shit.

CM: I know. I know. But you were a young man, and you had a lot of pressure on you, okay?

And, you know, young men make mistakes. Uh, sworn law enforcement don’t make mistakes.

They do things on purpose.

AM: Mm-hm.

JM: Any of these people still on the force?

CM: What’s that?

“JM: Any of these people still working? =

CM: Uh, they’re not currently active, but they’re still around.

AM: Still around, that’s all that matters.

CAS: And only recently not active, so.

CM: Right. So, one thing we’re gonna wanna know is what other cases they worked on.

JM: Oh, so there might be other people?
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CM: Maybe.

JM: Oh.

CAS: You do it once—

JM: Yeah.

CM: It’s a good— you know, you uh, you got something that works, you’ll tend to do it again.
AM: Yeah.

JM: Yeah.

CAS: And the worst part is whoever did it is still out there. And it was a horrible crime.

JM: (Indecipherable)

AM: Why did he kill the women?

CAS: We don’t know.

AM: Here you go, Herman. (hands him a plate of food)

CM: Aw, that’s nice. (Laughter). What do you say?

HB: Thank you. I was gonna.

(Laughter)

AM: He’s a great cook. We cook for each other.

CM: I’'m glad that you guys have—

"~ HB: (Indecipherable) ™ ~

CM: I’'m glad you found somebody to be with— to live with and be friends with again, Herman.
AM: Oh, yes. He’s a great man. He’s a great man, you know?

JM: We all done made mistakes years ago and I can understand sometime, you know, they can
pressure you into saying things you don’t really mean, you know.

CM: Mm-hm (yes).
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JM: (Indecipherable)

CM: Right. Alright, well you have my number, and I’ll be back in touch with somebody about
uh, somebody you can call, okay?

JM: About the lawyer?

CM: Yes.

HB: Okay. I guess I’ll be here.

CM: Don’t go anywhere. That would be a bad mistake.
HB: I don’t care.

CM: No. Seriously.

HB: I’'m about dead anyway.

(Laughter)

CM: That would be a bad mistake to run away from this. Okay? You guys need to explain that to
him.

HB: I wanna know who told you where I was. They they gonna make a bad ‘mistake if I find out.
CM: No, nobody told us who you were, where you were.

JM: Yea they did.

CAS: We saw you walking down the street.

CM: We saw you walking down the street.

M Inthisarea? lughs)

CM: Nobody, yeah, I mean, there’s somebody—

JM: You don’t have no— you don’t have no charge or nothing, do you?

CM: Any charges on him?

JM: Yeah.

CM: No.
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AM: They don’t, but they could.

CM: No. But he doesn’t want to run. That would look bad. Um, and you know, I always believe
there’s another force helping us find the information we need to get these people out, Herman.
So, I’'m sorry, but nobody told us where to find you.

HB: Yeah, they did.

CM: And you’ll have to blame somebody upstairs for that.

HB: Yea they did. If they call me snitch now...all these people running around the area looking
for me. Leaving cards and shit.

CM: I’m sorry. I’m sorry.

HB: Can’t even go around my friends.

JM: (To Baker) Who knew about this besides us and you? Nobody.

AM: What he’s saying is they be talking about this

CM: Hey, Herman. When we left you cards, we never told anybody anything about this.
HB: You’re lying.

CM: No, we didn’t Herman. We told them that you might be able to help us with the case we
were working on.

HB: Mm-hm.

~ CM: That’s all we said.

HB: Yep.

. _C_M: Now? the newspaper article is out there.
CAS: But it’s also in Raleigh.

CM: It’s also in Raleigh.

CAS: It’s not a Fayetteville article.

HB: I know.
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—

AM: But then you need to look at it— you need to understand what he’s saying too, you know?
You know, being out here. You know, people around him thinking he talking. You know, it’s
pressure.

CM: I understand.

AM: Yeah, and there’s pressure on me too, because, you know what I’m saying? Because we got
to stay here. I don’t even know what’s going on. But I understand both sides.

CM: And I feel for that, and I’m sorry for that.
AM: Yea. We don’t want no trouble coming here, I know. You know what I’'m saying?
CM: But this man’s still in prison.

AM: I understand what you’re saying, but when you bring all this to the plate and then, like I
said, and then you bring it to our plates— you see what I’m saying?

CM: I understand.

CAS: It’s just a difficult situation all around for everyone. Absolutely.

CM: So, what’s important is to do the best—

AM: I don’t want nobody coming to this house. You know what I’'m saying?

CM: What’s important is to do the best thing in a bad situation. And the best thing—
AM: The best thing by everybody. You know, to try to.

CM: The best thing in this bad situation is for you to tell the truth and follow through on it at this
point. Cause that’s where you can hold you head up high.

HB: sobbing

'CM: I’ soiry. Alright. Okay. Thank yoi.

AM: You’re welcome.

CAS: Thank you.

CM: Herman, I will help you in any way I can, okay?
HB: Nice meeting ya. Goodbye. (Indecipherable).

AM: Y’all have a blessed day.
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AFTFIDAVIT

" STATE OF NORTIT CAROLINA )
)
COUNTY OF )

, being competent to testily, having
and being first duly sworn, depose and say:

L_WAIINCE R TANNER
first-hand khowledge of the facts stated below,
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. There are additional pages atlached and made a part of this, my affidavit. (Sign at

the bottom of each page.)
Signature: __LJ a’.ﬂzflf.‘b 2 Dammen

Address:

Sworn lo and subscribed before me this

<Ed yof__jﬂ/\@z} _ 199 (:
)<§a41Q¢2%~/LC/, .

.N?lan; Public.
) ---T7

My commission expires:
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o~ STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA IN THE GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE
( COUNTY OF COLUMBUS SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
No. 78 CRS 2415-2416

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA )
)

V. ) AFFIDAVIT
)
JOSEPH SLEDGE, JR., )
Defendant. )

NOW COMES the Affiant, Herman Lee Baker, Jr., who attests to the following:

1. My name is Herman Lee Baker, Jr. My birth date is 5/24/1950. I currently reside on
Lawrence Avenue in Fayetteville, North Carolina.

\v
\
\(\(\ﬂ\ *\'\{\S I am under no disability, or undue, or improper influence of any kind. Nor am I under

Q NW any duress of any kind.
3. Iam not under the influence of alcohol or drugs.

4. I am giving this affidavit of my own free will and fully understand what I am doing. No
one has promised me anything or threatened me in any way in order for me to sign this
affidavit.

5. In August 1978, I testified in the above-captioned criminal matter. I testified that Joseph
Sledge had confessed to me that he had murdered two women in Bladen County.

6. My testimony was not truthful. Joseph Sledge never told me he murdered anyone.

7. Although Joseph Sledge did not admit to committing any such crimes, I testified that he
did because of promises of financial reward made to me by law enforcement.

8. Iwas in “the hole” at the prison and I was moved to a county jail where law enforcement
spoke to me. I was never taken to a motel to be interviewed.

9. I did not have any personal knowledge of any information relating to the murders of the
two women in Bladen County. Law enforcement fed me all the details of the crime to

which I testlﬁed
150n é’u M As
10. Law enforcem nt told meabout the pepper can at the crime scene.

11. Law enfqrcement told me about the victim’s broken jaw.
\(N\“ (rxj th ﬁ““"dﬂZJz
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I # me onAfr &u/
13. wageﬁﬁered-my-helpﬂmﬁrm;-pnmw I was oals-promiséd feward money.

g
12. Law enforcement told me about the reward money in this case. ‘/I) {}"
“They Fold  me They wndol [
ew

14. To the best of my knowledge and belief, all of the information included in this affidavit is
true, complete, and is made in good faith.

15. 1 read this affidavit before I signéd it, and I have been offered a copy of this affidavit.

Further, Affiant says not.
This the é @ day of %ﬂ/(-dx . ,2013
"7{@\/ &j 1,

Herman Lee Baker, Jr. :

M’/'n?ff" | P M%_‘____

Swom to and subscribed before me this the lq—mday of March, 2013.

-

“\\\mulmm,,,,
. W\009 Nipys,
NOTARY PUBLIC
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NCIIC-FSR-100 (Rev. 3/10/10)

NORTH CAROLINA INNOCENCE INQUIRY COMMISSION

MEMORANDUM
State of North Carolina vs. Joseph Sledge (78 CRS 2415-2416)
TO: District Attorney Jon David
Sheriff Prentis Benston

SBI Special Agent Chad Barefoot
Commission Case File

FROM: Sharon Stellato, Commission Associate Director
Lindsey Guice Smith, Commission Associate Counsel

DATE: September 5, 2013

SUBJECT: Search of Bladen County Sheriff’s Office Evidence Facilities

From August 26 - 29, 2013, Associate Director Sharon Stellato (Stellato) and Associate
Counsel Lindsey Guice Smith (Smith) searched the Bladen County Sheriff’s Office
(BCSO) facilities for evidence or files related to the Joseph Sledge case.

Prior to this search, Stellato and Smith met with Lt. Singletary and Sheriff Benston of the
BCSO and were informed that a diligent search had previously been conducted to locate
files and evidence.

The Commission was searching for physical evidence collected during the initial
investigation of the Joseph Sledge case, as well as case files associated with the case.

This evidence included, but was not limited to, a package of evidence that BCSO had
received from LabCorp in 2010. Although the package was addressed to Lt. Singletary
and signed for by Lt. Bridgers, the BCSO had been unable to determine what happened to
the package after it was signed for.

The Commission provided evidence search procedures to BCSO and Sheriff Benston
agreed to allow the Commission staff to search all BCSO evidence facilities. This report
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documents evidence located in the Joseph Sledge case, as well as evidence storage issues
noted during the Commission search.

The following is a list of all areas searched by Stellato and Smith:
Evidence Room inside BCSO

Secured Gun Vault inside BCSO

Personal Lockers of Investigators

Braxton Building

Narcotics Evidence Room

Conex Storage Containers 1-13

Storage Room in basement of BC Courthouse

Evidence Locker inside of office in BC Courthouse
Historical Society in basement of BC Courthouse

Evidence Room Inside BCSO

This room contains three large evidence lockers. These lockers are short term storage for

Lt. Singletary and Det. Morgan Johnson, as well as former BCSO officers. Lt. Singletary

stated that short term storage meant that the cases were either pending or recently tried.
‘In addition to the three lockers, there is evidence stored on top of the lockers and on top

of a refrigerator located in the room. This room is also used as a storage room for

miscellaneous equipment. No evidence or files related to the Sledge case were located.

It is unclear how the room is secured or who has access to the room. There is no
inventory of the evidence stored in this room.

Secured Gun Room Inside BCSO

This room requires two keys and therefore two BCSO employees in order to enter. Lt.
Singletary and Sgt. Greg Bullard provided access to the gun room and Sgt. Bullard
remained inside the room during the entire search. The room has guns along a wall and
along both sides of a shelf in the middle of the room. There is also evidence stored in
between the shelf with guns and evidence stored on the floor. Additionally, there is a
barrel filled with guns that is used for evidence scheduled for destruction. Along the
back wall are 12 lockers, seven of which had locks.

There are four boxes on the top of the set of lockers. One of the boxes was labeled
“Phillip Little drug cases.” This box was searched and Stellato located a small file
labeled Joseph Sledge in the box.

The Commission requested that the locks be removed from the lockers and, after some
discussion, the locks were cut off five of the lockers. The remaining two locks were
removed by Lt. Singletary and Sgt. Jeffery Tyler who had keys/combinations to those
locks. Sgt. Bullard then began removing evidence from each locker. He began with
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locker #4. Stellato looked in the locker and observed that it was full of evidence. Sgt.
Bullard then placed the evidence from locker #4 in a box. The box was brought to the
conference room table (just outside the gun room) where Smith began going through it.
Smith immediately noted a package labeled “Sledge” and notified Stellato. Upon further
examination, a second package labeled “Sledge” was noted. The packages were
envelopes which were returned from the SBI. Upon review of the lab reports attached to
the outside of the packages, it was noted that one contains the empty Ziploc bag and
canister sent to the SBI in 2008. The second contains all of the latent lifts returned from
the SBI in 2007.

In looking through additional evidence in the box, Stellato located another envelope
addressed to Phillip Little. The envelope contains a letter from Adrian Sellers to Phillip
Little and two small handwritten notebooks related to the Sledge investigation.

Smith provided a letter outlining the Commission’s official request to take custody of the
evidence. After discussion between Stellato, S/A Barefoot and Lt. Singletary, it was
agreed that the Commission would take of custody of the evidence pursuant to N.C.G.S.
15A-1471.

Stellato continued going through the contents of each locker. No additional Sledge
evidence was located. The remaining lockers are still used by officers in active
investigations. Stellato looked in each locker and determined that guns and a small
amount of evidence is stored in them.

The majority of the evidence located in the locked lockers was narcotics and money. The
BCSO indicated that they were not aware of any of this evidence, including the narcotics
and money, inside the lockers. Sgt. James Hufham was tasked with collecting the
narcotics and money found inside the lockers.

Although this room was secured with two keys, the contents of the room were unknown
to BCSO personnel. There is no inventory of the evidence stored in this room.

Personal Lockers of Investigators

The Commission searched the personal evidence lockers of Sgt. Tyler, Det. Marlowe and
Det. Kelley. Each individual locker is maintained in their office and each is secured with
alock. The Commission was informed that these evidence lockers are used for short
term storage. No evidence or files related to the Sledge case were located. There is no
inventory of the evidence stored in the personal evidence lockers.

Braxton Building

On August 13, 2013 and August 14, 2013, in anticipation of the Commission’s pending
search request, officers from the BCSO located two BCSO files related to the Sledge
case. Smith and Stellato went through every file located in the building. Smith and

Page 3 of 9

NOTICE: This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusion of the North Carolina
Innocence Inquiry Commission. Pursuant to N.C.G.S. §§ 15A-1468(e) and 132-1.4, this document and its
contents are confidential and privileged and may not be viewed or disseminated, except as authorized by
the North Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission.



Stellato noted several items of evidence intermingled with files. Smith discovered a
bullet loose in a box of files and Det. Marlowe seized this item as evidence. Other
evidence included fingerprints, DNA extracts, blood samples and other unknown physical
evidence. Det. Marlowe stated that BCSO would have to go through each box and pull
out any evidence that should be stored in the evidence room and not with the files. He
further indicated that this would be done at a later date.

In addition to physical evidence locates in case files, Stellato and Smith located a drawer
in a file cabinet that contained brown paper bags of evidence. Lt. Singletary indicated
that this was evidence from 1980°s cases. This evidence was not secured.

No evidence or files related to the Sledge case were located. There is no inventory of the
evidence stored in this room.

Narcotics Evidence Room

The Narcotics Evidence Room is located inside the Braxton Building and maintained
separately by the Narcotics Unit. This room is secured and Sgt. Hutham escorted Smith
and Stellato into the room. This room contained lockers and evidence vaults that require
combinations/keys in order to be opened. Sgt. Hufham opened each locker within the
room and showed Smith and Stellato each item of evidence. No evidence or files related
to the Sledge case were located.

Conex Storage Containers 1-13

Smith and Stellato were accompanied by Sgt. Hutham and Det. Marlowe to the offsite
evidence storage facilities for BCSO. This facility contains several Conex units which
were previously shown to Smith and Stellato by Lt. Singletary on August 15, 2013. On
August 15, 2013, Lt. Singletary told Stellato and Smith that only Conex’s 1, 2, 3,4, 5, 6,
7, and 8 belonged to the BCSO and that the remaining Conex’s on the site did not contain
any evidence (there are thirteen Conexes on the site).

This offsite facility is gated and located behind the Public Works Dept. The gated facility
also contains several vehicles and storage for other county agencies. The Conexes are
large steal containers (similar in appearance to train cars). They are not climate
controlled and are estimated to reach temperatures of 120 degrees or higher during the
summer months.

The Conexes were searched in an order decided by the Commission based on information
they received prior to this search, and later during the search. Because of this, the Conex
numbers will appear out of order below.

Most of the Conexes have a combination lock and a key lock although some of the
Conexes were unlocked. According to Chief Deputy Dunn, the combinations on each
Conex should be the same. According to Det. Marlowe, there are keys to the Conexes
that can be checked out in order for officers to deposit and retrieve evidence.
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Conex S

Upon entering Conex 5, Stellato noted that there was a new notebook with a sign-in sheet
located inside. Det. Marlowe indicated that each Conex now has a sign-in sheet located
inside to track who comes in and out. The sign-in sheets are new and only contained one
signature line prior to this date.

Conex 5 was previously described to Smith and Stellato by Lt. Singletary as the blood
drying chamber which also contained evidence from older cases from the 1970’s and
1980’s. Smith and Stellato went through the evidence in Conex 5 and did not locate any
evidence related to the Sledge case. Smith and Stellato noted that there were several bags
marked “UNKNOWN.” Smith and Stellato made the decision not to open these
packages as Lt. Singletary previously stated that these items were recently hanging in
Conex 5. When Lt. Singletary was preparing for the Commission’s search, he made the
decision to package the items so that they would not be in the Commission’s way during
the search. Lt. Singletary stated that the items were from unknown suicides and
homicides. The packages that Smith and Stellato saw that were marked “UNKNOWN”
were clearly newly packaged and were therefore not opened. Conex 5 contains biological
evidence and there is no inventory for items in the Conex.

Conex 8

Conex 8 was previously described to Smith and Stellato by Lt. Singletary as containing
no physical evidence. Smith and Stellato searched Conex 8 and noted that it did not
contain any physical evidence, but instead contains equipment and supplies for disaster
relief.

Conex 7

Conex 7 was previously described by Lt. Singletary as containing evidence from current
and former officers at BCSO. Smith and Stellato noted that Conex 7 contains evidence
stored by Det. Marlowe and Det. Johnson as well as former officers. Smith and Stellato
searched the Conex and noted that several items of evidence were not sealed. Upon
notification that items were not sealed, Sgt. Hufham and Det. Marlowe sealed the items.
Additionally, Stellato noted that rape kits, DNA extracts and other unsealed biological
evidence is being stored in the Conex. Stellato notified Sgt. Hufham and Det. Marlowe
of this. Further, Stellato and Smith located four packages that were identified only by
SBI Lab number. Because there were no additional markings to indicate what case the
items were associated with, Smith and Stellato requested that the items be opened. Two
of the packages were identified as belonging to other cases. The other two packages
could not be identified and Det. Marlowe stated that BCSO would have to contact the
SBI to determine to which cases the evidence belonged. Smith and Stellato did not locate
any evidence related to the Sledge case in this Conex. Conex 7 contains biological
evidence, unsealed and unlabeled items of evidence and there is no inventory for items in
the Conex.
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Conex 6

Conex 6 was previously described by Lt. Singletary as containing evidence from current
and former officers at BCSO. Smith and Stellato noted that Conex 6 contains mostly
evidence from Lt. Singletary and former officers. Smith and Stellato searched Conex 6
and did not locate any evidence related to the Sledge case. Smith and Stellato informed
Sgt. Hufham and Det. Marlowe about additional biological evidence, including rape kits,
located in Conex 6 as well as unsealed items of evidence. At this time Sgt. Hufham and
Det. Marlowe made the decision that the individual officers responsible for evidence in
each Conex would need to come and seal the evidence for which they were responsible.
Conex 6 contains biological evidence, unsealed and unlabeled items of evidence and
there is no inventory for items in the Conex.

Conex 4

Smith and Stellato had previously been in Conex 4 on August 15, 2013 with Lt.
Singletary. Lt. Singletary showed Smith and Stellato Conex 4 on August 15th as it is the
Conex containing evidence in his cases. Immediately upon entering Conex 4 on August
27th, Smith and Stellato noted that Conex 4 contained approximately three times the
amount of evidence it contained on August 15th. On August 15th, Smith and Stellato
noted that Conex 4 contained a small amount of evidence that was neatly stored, most of
which was from recent cases. On August 27th, Smith and Stellato noted that Conex 4
was full of evidence that was not neatly stored. This Conex was previously described by
Lt. Singletary as containing evidence from current and former officers at BCSO. Smith
and Stellato noted evidence from Lt. Singletary and Sgt. Tyler, as well as former officers.
During the search of Conex 4, Smith and Stellato had Det. Marlowe and Sgt. Hutham call
BCSO to look up several case names as many of the packages in this Conex were only
labeled with the OCA#. All of these cases were identified and none were related to the
Sledge case.

During the search of Conex 4, Stellato opened a gray interlocking tote. Upon opening the
tote, Stellato noted a box with a FedEx shipping label. The shipping label stated that the
package was from Shaun Weiss of LabCorp and addressed to Lt. Singletary on
10/11/2010. Stellato removed the package from the tote and asked Smith to look at the
package. Upon examining the package, Smith noted that the SBI stickers on the outside
of the package contained the SBI Lab number (R200828689) that is associated with the
Sledge case. Stellato and Smith determined that this was the package that had been
declared missing by BCSO since its return to BSCO in October 2010. It was agreed that
the Commission would take of custody of the evidence pursuant to N.C.G.S. 15A-1471.

No additional evidence related to the Sledge case was located in Conex 4. Conex 4
contains biological evidence and there is no inventory for items in the Conex. In
addition, several propane tanks are stored in Conex 4.
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Conexes 9-13

Upon arriving at BCSO on the third day of the search, Stellato was approached by Chief
Deputy H'W. Dunn. Chief Deputy Dunn informed Stellato that he had evidence stored in
a Conex at the outdoor storage facility. Chief Deputy Dunn stated that it was unlikely
that Smith and Stellato would have been informed about this storage area as only
evidence from two counterfeit goods cases were stored there. Smith and Stellato
informed Chief Deputy Dunn that they would still need to search the Conex.

Stellato and Smith searched Chief Deputy Dunn’s Conex (noted as Conex 13 for
reporting purposes but not labeled as such). No evidence for the Sledge case was located.
Conex 13 only contains counterfeit goods and no physical evidence was noted.

Smith and Stellato inquired about the remaining Conexes on the property. Smith and
Stellato entered an unlocked Conex. This Conex is not labeled with a number but is
Conex 12 for reporting purposes. Conex 12 contains mostly equipment and no physical
evidence was noted. Smith and Stellato did not locate any evidence related to the Sledge
case.

Smith and Stellato were also able to enter a second unlocked Conex (yellow) which was
not labeled with a number but is Conex 11 for reporting purposes. Conex 11 contains
some bicycles with evidence tags, but other than those, no additional evidence was noted.
Smith and Stellato did not locate any evidence related to the Sledge case.

Chief Deputy Dunn was able to open Conex 10 (green Conex). Conex 10 contains
aircraft parts. Stellato did not locate any evidence in Conex 10.

Chief Deputy Dunn cut the lock off of Conex 9 (orange). Conex 9 contains filing
cabinets, equipment and some evidence. Smith and Stellato searched Conex 9 and
although they noted physical evidence, they did not locate any evidence related to the
Sledge case. There is no inventory for the evidence stored in Conex 9.

Conex 3

Conex 3 had previously been described by Lt. Singletary as the Conex used for drugs,
though he indicated he did not think there was anything currently in it. Earlier in the
week, Sgt. Hufham had informed Smith and Stellato that Conex 3 is used for storage of
alcohol. He further stated that drugs used to be stored in Conex 3, but that they had all
been moved to the Narcotics Evidence Room at the Braxton Building and no narcotics
were stored in Conexes. However, Stellato and Smith located narcotics in Conexes 4 and
6 and informed Sgt. Hufham, who indicated he would address the issue. Upon entering
Conex 3, Smith and Stellato noted that the Conex is used for storage of alcohol as well as
files. No evidence or files related to the Sledge case were located in Conex 3.
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Conex 2

Conex 2 is divided into two sections. Conex 2B is labeled “DARE” and all of the
materials in the Conex appear to be DARE training materials. Conex 2A contains BCSO
uniforms. No evidence or files related to the Sledge case were located in Conex 2.

Conex 1

Conex 1 is.divided into three sections. Conex 1A contains files and police car
equipment. Conex 1B has evidence and miscellaneous items. Conex 1C has a large
amount of evidence, MREs and other disaster relief equipment. Smith and Stellato
searched Conexes 1A, B and C and did not locate any files or evidence associated with
the Sledge case. There is no inventory for evidence stored in Conexes 1B and 1C.

Storage Room in Basement of BC Courthouse

The storage room in the basement of the Bladen County Courthouse was viewed by
Stellato and Smith on August 15, 2013 during a meeting with Investigator Pait of the
Bladen County District Attorney’s Office. On that date, Smith and Stellato noted that
there was physical evidence stored in the room, along with what was described as jail
records, and number 10 cans of food for inmates at the jail. Smith and Stellato looked
through the evidence that they could access on August 15th and did not locate any
evidence related to the Sledge case. On that date, Jail Administrator, Benny Lennon,
stated that he would be cleaning up the room that afternoon or the following day. In light
of this, Smith and Stellato decided to search the room when they returned on August
26th.

Upon entering the room on August 26th, Smith and Stellato noted that it appeared to
contain additional items and be less organized than it was on August 15th. Therefore, on
August 29th, Smith and Stellato conducted a search of this location.

Det. Marlowe and Sgt. Hufham brought each box of files to a table in the hallway where
Smith and Stellato went through them. These files are primarily related to jail activities.
Stellato and Smith examined the contents of each file or box.

Stellato and Smith did not locate any files or evidence related to the Sledge case in this
room. At the completion of the search, Stellato and Smith assisted Det. Marlowe in
repackaging the evidence that was located in the storage room. There was evidence from
at least three cases in the 1980’s. Det. Marlowe stated that he was taking custody of the
evidence and would store it in his office until such time as BCSO could properly
inventory the items and place them in a suitable storage location.

Evidence Locker Inside of Office in BC Courthouse

Smith and Stellato were taken to an evidence locker located inside an office in the Bladen
County Courthouse. Although this locker is located in the Bladen County Courthouse,
Lt. Singletary has the key and the locker is maintained by BCSO. Smith and Stellato
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looked through the evidence in the locker. The locker contains evidence for one case,
State v. Ernest Wright. No files evidence related to the Sledge case were located.

Historical Society In Basement of BC Courthouse

On August 29", S/A Barefoot called Stellato and informed of her another room that he
had previously searched with Lt. Singletary. S/A Barefoot came to the Bladen County
Courthouse and showed Stellato and Smith the room he previously searched with Lt.
Singletary. The room was locked, but S/A Barefoot informed Stellato, Smith and Sgt.
Hufham that Lt. Singletary had informed and shown him that the only way to unlock the
door was to use a knife. S/A Barefoot then used a knife to unlock the door. S/A Barefoot
showed the area to Stellato and Smith. The area contains four rooms. It appears to be
maintained by the historical society and contains many old items. Stellato and Smith
searched the location and did not locate any files or evidence related to the Sledge case.
This location does contain newspaper from the time of the Sledge case.

Summary
Although not specifically listed above, Stellato and Smith noted several items of

biological evidence that were improperly stored during their search. This includes, but is
not limited to, unsealed items of evidence (rape kits, underwear from sexual assaults,
bloody clothing, etc), sealed items that were unaccounted for (drugs and money) and
items of biological evidence stored in extreme temperatures and high humidity. Further,
throughout the search, the BCSO was unable to provide an inventory of items stored in
each location and was unaware of several items of evidence being stored at various
locations (i.e. evidence found in the basement storage facility, evidence located in files in
the Braxton Bldg, etc).

Stellato and Smith met with Sheriff Benston and Chief Deputy Dunn and briefly
informed them of the results of the search. Stellato and Smith agreed to provide Sheriff
Benston and DA David with a report detailing their search and the evidence storage
issues that they noted during their search. Stellato and Smith also offered to assist with
recommendations in the future at the request Sheriff Benston.

Although the Commission feels confident in the areas that Stellato and Smith searched, it
is not confident that all locations which may contain evidence or files have been
searched. Nor does the Commission feel confident that the items collected from the
crime scene, and not introduced at trial, have been destroyed. As such, the Commission
plans to continue efforts to determine other locations where evidence may be stored.

Attachments
o Files (2) containing all video and photographs taken by the Commission during
the search of BCSO.

e Spreadsheet detailing items of evidence that were opened during the search.
e Commission Evidence search procedures.
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Curriculum Vitae
Joseph M. Ludas (Marty)
Forensic Press
112 North Avenue
Wake Forest, North Carolina 27587
martyludas@aol.com / tel: 919-671-3024 / 11-29-2014

Forensic Evidence Examiner: Latent Fingerprint and Footwear Impression Analysis

2001-present

Forensic Press / Wake Forest, North Carolina

Latent print and footwear evidence defense expert: North Carolina Indigent Defense Services.
Evidence examination for defense cases: pretrial and cases on appeal.

Submit case examination reports and testify as defense witness.

Pro bono casework and Duke Law School Innocence Project consultant.

Multimedia video production and instructional fingerprint tutorial development.

1982-2001

City/County Bureau of Identification / Raleigh, North Carolina

Latent fingerprint, automated fingerprint identification and footwear evidence examiner, retired 2001.
Primary duties consisted of fulltime casework analysis in latent print and footwear evidence.

Testified in state and federal courts in approximately 350 cases as an expert in the comparative analysis of latent print
and footwear evidence. Retired in 2001.

1975-1982

North Carolina State Bureau of Investigation Crime Laboratory

Special Agent, latent print and footwear evidence examiner, assistant latent evidence section supervisor.

Testified in approximately 50 cases as an expert in the comparative analysis of latent print and footwear evidence.

1972-1975
Federal Bureau of Investigation / Washington D.C.

Fingerprint technician assigned to the Technical Section of the Identification Division.
Searched arrest fingerprint cards in FBI database utilizing the Henry Classification System.

Specialized Training, Professional Affiliations and Certifications

e 1972: FBI Science of Fingerprints Course: 540 hours

e 1979: SBI Latent Evidence Section Latent Print Apprenticeship Training, 18 months

e 1981: Awarded the North Carolina Advanced Law Enforcement Certificate

e 1993-present: Member of the International Association of Identification (IAl)

e 1994-2007: International Association for Identification Certified Latent Print Examiner (CLPE)
e  1996-2010: International Association for Identification Certified Footwear Examiner (CFWE)
e 1983-2002: North Carolina Basic Law Enforcement Certified Instructor (BLET)

Education

1972 Graduate of Carmel High School for Boys / Mundelein, lllinois
1977 Wake Technical Community College: Associate in Arts, Police Science Technology
1981 North Carolina Wesleyan College: Bachelor of Science Criminal Justice, cum laude and departmental honors

Curriculum Vitae
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Academic Curricula Development and Evidence Publications
2013-present
e Authored the Friction Ridge Examiner Competency Training Initiative certified by International Association for Iden-
tification for professional training certification and re-certification training credits.
e Authored and Published Fingerprint Practitioner Workbook, ISBN 0-9650202-3-1

2010-2012
Awarded Department of Justice earmark grant from Wake Tech for the Friction Ridge Examiner Competency Trammg

Initiative. Designed digital classroom, latent print workstations, video-based tutorial lesson plans and PrintScore™ oper-
ative assignments and training exercises.

2007-2010

Developed and instructed fingerprint curriculum for the Wake Tech Criminal Justice Program: Friction Ridge Analysis CIC
245 Introduction and CIC 246 Advanced.

2004-2008

Developed forensic curriculum with operative exercises for college-level instruction and professional crime lab training.
Publications with lesson plans:

e The lllustrated Lecture of Fingerprint Identification

e  Fingerprint Comparison

e Latent Print Development with Magnetic Powder

e Latent Print Processing with Ninhydrin

e Cyanoacrylate Fuming

e Footwear Identification

e Mock Crime Scene Investigation

2004-present
Developed forensic evidence curriculum for Law Tech Custom Publishing, San Clemente, Ca. and Corinthian Colleges.
Publication with lesson plans: Fingerprint and Impression Analysis Workbook, 1SBN: 978-1-889315-95-9

2004-2007

Developed forensic evidence curricula for Holt, Rinehart & Winston science textbooks, Austin, Texas.
Classroom Forensics™ & Scientific Inquiry

1996-2007

Joint publication, training and product development with John Carrington at Sirchie Finger Print Labs, Inc. Youngsville,
NC. Publications, lesson plans and operative assignments

e The AFIS Curriculum (Three day instructional workshop) 2000-2003

e The Science at Your Fingertips Educational Series

e  PrintScore™ 100-300 Fingerprint Comparison Exercises

e TrakScore™ Footwear Comparison Exercises

1996
Established Forensic Press / Raleigh, NC.
Authored Classroom Forensics™ publications, lesson plans and operative assignments.

e  Fingerprint Discoveries: The lllustrated Textbook of Fingerprint Identification. ISBN 0-9650202-0-7
Fingerprint Discoveries Workbook: Assignments, Projects and Tests. ISBN 0-9605202-2-03

Curriculum Vitae
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North Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission Forensic Testing
State v. Joseph Sledge — 78 CRS 2415-2416 (Columbus)

Item Tested Results

Dress — Aileen Davis e Failed to reveal chemical indications for the presence of semen

e Tested by SBI, LabCorp and Cellmark

No lab was able to obtain a male DNA profile

Failed to reveal chemical indications for the presence of semen

Tested by SBI, LabCorp and Cellmark

Partial male DNA profile obtained by SBI

Excludes Joseph Sledge, Herman Baker, Billy Ray Hales, Samuel Smith, Johnny Ray

Benton, Daniel Slater Haire lll, Elisha Robinson, William Thomas Haire and Robert

Washington

Dress — Josephine Davis | e Failed to reveal chemical indications for the presence of semen

e Tested by SBI, LabCorp and Cellmark

e Partial male DNA profile obtained by SBI

e Excludes Joseph Sledge, Herman Baker, Billy Ray Hales, Samuel Smith, Johnny Ray
Benton, Daniel Slater Haire lll, Elisha Robinson, William Thomas Haire and Robert
Washington

e Profile does not match the male profile from the Slip of Aileen Davis obtained by

SBI (see above)

Failed to reveal chemical indications for the presence of semen

Tested by SBI, LabCorp and Cellmark

Partial male DNA profile obtained by LabCorp

Excludes Joseph Sledge, Herman Baker, Billy Ray Hales, Samuel Smith, Johnny Ray

Benton, Daniel Slater Haire lll, Elisha Robinson, William Thomas Haire and

Washington '

e Profile is consistent with profile from Dress of Josephine Davis obtained by SBI (see
above)

Pepper Can e There were no identifiable latent prints noted or developed

e Tested by SBI and Cellmark

e No DNA profiles were developed (male or female) from testing on the pepper can

e Pepper remaining inside of can and pepper remaining inside of evidence bag
containing pepper can were weighed. Weight of pepper is ~30.5 grams (~1.076
ounces). Pepper canisa 2.0 ounce can. Approximately ¥ of pepper remained in
pepper can

Linoleum e Tested by Cellmark

e The partial male profile obtained is a mixture of at least two males

e Billy Ray Hales cannot be excluded as a contributor to this mixture (Note: Hales is
the grandson/nephew of the Victims; he and his family lived next door to the
Victims; he and his family had been in the Victims’ home)

e Excludes Joseph Sledge and Johnny Ray Benton

e Due to the partial mixture profile and the possibility of allelic dropout, no
determination can be made regarding Herman Baker, Samuel Smith, Daniel Slater
Haire lll, Elisha Robinson, William Thomas Haire and Robert Washington as
contributors to this mixture

Slip — Aileen Davis

Slip — Josephine Davis




Item Tested
White Paper Bag : “The
Medicine Shop”

Results
Tested by Cellmark
Mixture profile obtained
Maijor profile within mixture is consistent with Josephine Davis
Aileen Davis cannot be excluded from the minor profile within the mixture
No male DNA profile obtained

Tape lift from floor of
living room (Print 1)

Tested by Cellmark

A partial male profile was obtained

Excludes Joseph Sledge, Herman Baker, Billy Ray Hales, Samuel Smith, Johnny Ray
Benton, Daniel Slater Haire lli, Elisha Robinson, William Thomas Haire and Robert
Washington

Tape lifts from floor of
living room (Prints 2/3)

Tested by Cellmark

A partial male profile was obtained

The profile is a possible mixture

Excludes Joseph Sledge, Herman Baker, Billy Ray Hales, Samuel Smith, Johnny Ray
Benton and Elisha Robinson

Due to the partial mixture profile and the possibility of allelic dropout, no determination
can be made regarding Daniel Slater Haire Ill, William Thomas Haire and Robert
Washington as contributors to this sample

Tape lift from floor of
living Room (Print 4)

Tested by Cellmark

A partial male profile was obtained

Excludes Joseph Sledge, Herman Baker, Billy Ray Hales, Samuel Smith, Johnny Ray
Benton, Daniel Slater Haire lll, Elisha Robinson, William Thomas Haire and Robert
Washington

Tape lift from “Zenith”
Radio (Print 12)

Tested by Cellmark

A partial male profile was obtained

Excludes Joseph Sledge, Herman Baker, Billy Ray Hales, Samuel Smith, Johnny Ray
Benton, Daniel Slater Haire llI, Elisha Robinson, William Thomas Haire and Robert
Washington

Tape lift from right side
bottom door of
refrigerator (Print 32)

Tested by Cellmark

A partial male profile was obtained

Excludes Joseph Sledge, Herman Baker, Billy Ray Hales, Samuel Smith, Johnny Ray
Benton, Daniel Slater Haire Ill, Elisha Robinson, William Thomas Haire and Robert
Washington

Tape lift from side of
refrigerator towards
door (Prints 40/40dup)

Tested by Cellmark

A partial male profile was obtained

Excludes Joseph Sledge, Herman Baker, Billy Ray Hales, Samuel Smith, Johnny Ray
Benton, Daniel Slater Haire 1ll, Elisha Robinson, William Thomas Haire and Robert
Washington

Hairs from Victim’s Body
(9 hairs total)

Two hairs tested at Cellmark

All nine hairs tested at Mitotyping

Seven hairs revealed the same profile

Two hairs revealed a mixture. Mixture is most likely due to degraded DNA. Underlying
profile within the mixture is the same profile being seen in the other seven hairs

All nine hairs Exclude Joseph Sledge, Herman Baker, Katherine Brown (maternal relative
of Victims), Samuel Smith, Johnny Ray Benton, Daniel Slater Haire Ill, Elisha Robinson,
William Thomas Haire, and Robert Washington

The mtDNA DNA profile seen in all nine hairs is recognizably African/African American




Item Tested Item Tested
Hairs from Sledge’s Testing conducted at Mitotyping

Pants Four hairs tested

(6 hairs total) One hair belongs to Sledge and excludes all other reference standards submitted

One hair is a cat hair

Two hairs revealed no DNA (human or animal)

Remaining two hairs were not tested because they were similar in color/type to the hair
determined to be a cat hair and the two hairs that revealed no DNA




TERRY MELTON

Mitotyping Technologies, a division of Al Biotech, LLC  Phone: (814) 861-0676
2565 Park Center Boulevard, Suite 200 Fax: 814 861 0576

State College, PA 16801 Email: twm107 @mitotyping.com

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

7/1/12-present Laboratory Director, Mitotyping Technologies, a division of Al Biotech, LLC

9/98-6/12

9/97-9/98

9/96-7/97

5/94-10/94

1/93-5/93

8/92-12/92

10/78-8/81

7/77-4/78

SERVICE
2007-present
2006-2010
2000-present

9/03-6/06

9/04-2/08

Founder/President, CEO, and Director, Mitotyping Technologies, LLC

Senior Research Assistant, Dept. of Anthropology, The Pennsylvania State
University

Visiting Postdoctoral Researcher, Cellular Genetics, Institute of Molecular
Medicine, University of Oxford, Oxford, UK

Research Assistant, Dept. of Anthropology, The Pennsylvania State University

Research Assistant, Intercollege Graduate Program in Genetics, The
Pennsylvania State University

Teaching Assistant, Introductory Biological Anthropology, The Pennsylvania
State University

Physician Assistant, Department of Pediatrics, University of Virginia Medical
Center

Physician Assistant, Blue Ridge General Practice, Lynchburg, VA

Reviewer, Office of Justice Programs (National Institute of Justice)
Member, Technical Working Group, DNA Forensics (National Institute of Justice)
Editorial Board, Journal of Forensic Sciences

Member, Working Group, Forensic DNA for Officers of the Court Project,
National Forensic Science Technology Center

Member, Advisory Council, National Clearinghouse for Science, Technology, and
the Law at Stetson University College of Law
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EDUCATION

8/91-3/96 PhD, Genetics, The Pennsylvania State University, University Park, PA,
Adviser, Dr. Mark Stoneking, Department of Anthropology

1/89-8/91 MS, Genetics, The Pennsylvania State University, University Park, PA, Adviser,
Dr. Robert B. Eckhardt, Department of Anthropology

8/75-8/77 Physician Assistant Program, Bowman Gray School of Medicine, Wake Forest
University, Winston-Salem, NC

8/72-8/77 BS, Wake Forest University, Winston-Salem, NC

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

American Academy of Forensic Sciences (Fellow)
American Association for the Advancement of Science
Sigma Xi Scientific Research Society

Society for Wildlife Forensic Science

International Society for Forensic Genetics

AWARDS

Vidocq Society Medal of Honor, October 24, 2010, Bensalem, PA, for work in the 1957 “Boulder
Jane Doe” identification case.

REVIEWER

Forensic Science International Genetics
Journal of Forensic Sciences

American Journal of Human Genetics
Forensic Science Reviews

Forensic Science Communications
Croatian Medical Journal

Genomics

Mitochondrion

BioMed Central
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PUBLICATIONS

Sykes BC, Mullis RA, Hagenmuller C, Melton TW, and Sartori M. (2014) Genetic analysis of hair

samples attributed to yeti, bigfoot and other anomalous primates. Proceedings of the Royal
Society B 281:20140161.

Owsley DW, Bruwelheide KS, Cashion Lugo MA, Melton T, and Spradley MK. (2014)
Identification of Ramon Power Y Giralt: Puerto Rico’s Diplomat to the 1812 Spanish
Constitutional Court. CENTRO Journal of the Center for Puerto Rican Studies (in press).

Melton, T. (2013) Digging deep: next generation sequencing for mitochondrial DNA forensics.
Forensic Magazine 10:12-14.

Salas A., Coble M., Desmyter S., Grzybowski T., Gusmagq L., Hohoff C., Holland M., Irwin J.,
Kupiec T., Lee H-Y., Ludes B., Lutz-Bonengel S., Melton T., Parsons T., Pfeiffer H., Prieto L.,
Tagliabracci A., Parson W. (2012) Letter to the Editor: A cautionary note on switching
mitochondrial DNA reference sequences in forensic genetics. Forensic Science International
Genetics 6(6)e182-4.

Melton T., Holland C., and Holland M. (2012) Forensic Mitochondrial DNA: Current Practice and
Future Potential. Forensic Science Review 24(2):110-122.

Melton T., Dimick G., Higgins B., Yon M., and Holland C. (2012) Mitochondrial DNA Analysis of
114 Hairs Measuring Less Than One Centimeter from a 19-Year-Old Homicide. Investigative
Genetics 3:12.

Melton, T. (2011) Easy species DNA identification for the forensic laboratory using 125
mitochondrial DNA. Forensic Magazine, July 2011.

Melton, T. and Isenberg, A. (2009) Comment on: Foran DR, Gehring ME, Stallworth SE. The
recovery and analysis of mitochondrial DNA from exploded pipe bombs. Journal of Forensic
Sciences 54:90-94.

Melton, T. (2009) Mitochondrial DNA examination of cold case crime scene hairs. Forensic
Magazine April 2009.

Melton, T. (2009) Mitochondrial DNA:Profiling, in: Wiley Encyclopedia of Forensic Science, Allan
Jamieson, A, Moenssens, A. (eds.), John Wiley and Sons, Ltd. Chichester, UK, pp.1833-1837.

Melton, T. and Holland, C. (2007) Routine Forensic Use of the Mitochondrial 12S Ribosomal RNA
Gene for Species Identification. Journal of Forensic Sciences 52:1305-1307.

Melton T. and Nelson, K. (2007) Forensic mitochondrial DNA analysis of 116 casework skeletal
samples. Journal of Forensic Sciences 52:557-562.
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Melton, T., Holland, C.A., and Nelson, K. (2006) Comment on: Divne A-M, Nilsson M, Calloway C,
Reynolds R, Erlich H, Allen M. Forensic casework analysis using the HVI/HVII mtDNA linear array
assay. Journal of Forensic Sciences 50:548-554.

Owsley, D., Ellwood, B., and Melton, T. (2006) Search for the grave of William Preston Longley,
hanged Texas gunfighter. Historical Archaeology 40:50-63.

Melton, T. (2006) Mitochondrial DNA examination of cold case crime scene hairs. In Cold Case

Homicide Investigation, ed. Richard Walton, Geberth Practical Homicide Investigation Series,
Taylor and Francis, Boca Raton, FL.

Melton, T. and Weedn, V. (2005) Forensic DNA sequencing. In: Analytic Technigues of DNA
Sequencing, Brian Nunnally (ed.), Taylor and Francis, Boca Raton, FL.

Melton T., Dimick, G., Higgins, B., Lindstrom, L., and Nelson, K. (2005) Forensic mitochondrial
DNA casework experience on 691 hairs. Journal of Forensic Sciences 50:73-80.

Melton, T. Mitochondrial DNA heteroplasmy. (2004) Forensic Science Reviews 16:1-20. (FBI
invited paper).

Melton, T.(2003) Forensic mitochondrial DNA analysis. In: McGraw-Hill Annual Review of
Science and Technology. McGraw Hill, New York, p.140-143.

Melton, T. (2003) Mitochondrial DNA: Solving the mystery of Anna Anderson. D.W. Steadman
(ed.). In: Hard Evidence: Case studies in forensic anthropology, Prentice Hall, Upper Saddle
River, New Jersey, p. 205-211.

Melton, T. and Nelson, K. (2001) Forensic mitochondrial DNA analysis: two years of
commercial casework experience in the United States. Croatian Medical Journal 42:298-303.

Melton, T., Clifford, S., Kaiser, M., Nasidze, I., and Stoneking, M. (2001) Diversity and
heterogeneity of mtDNA in North American populations. Journal of Forensic Sciences 46:46-52.

Melton, T. and Sensabaugh, G. (2000) Mitochondrial Deoxyribonucleic Acid. In: Encyclopedia of
Forensic Science, Academic Press Limited, London.

Melton, T. and Stoneking, M. (1999) SSO-probe hybridization analysis of mtDNA. In
Mitochondrial DNA analysis in forensic science, A. Sajantila (ed.).

Melton, T., Batzer, M., Clifford, S., Martinson, J., and Stoneking, M. (1998) Evidence for the
proto-Austronesian homeland in Asia: mitochondrial and nuclear DNA variation in Taiwanese
aboriginal tribes. American Journal of Human Genetics 63:1807-1823.

Melton, T., Ginther, C., Sensabaugh, G., Soodyall, H., and Stoneking, M. (1997) The extent of
heterogeneity in mitochondrial DNA of sub-Saharan African populations. Journal of Forensic
Sciences 42:580-590

Terry Melton CV 10/14/2014 4



Melton, T., Wilson, M., Batzer, M., and Stoneking, M. (1997) Extent of heterogeneity in
_mitochondrial DNA of European populations. Journal of Forensic Sciences 42:437-446

Melton, T. and Stoneking, M. (1996) The extent of heterogeneity in mitochondrial DNA of
ethnic Asian populations. Journal of Forensic Sciences 41:587-598

Melton, T. (1996) The influence of mitochondrial DNA variation on forensic DNA typing. PhD
thesis, The Pennsylvania State University, University Park, PA

Melton, T., Peterson, R., Redd, A., Saha, N., Sofro, A.S.M., Martinson, J., and Stoneking, M.
(1995) Polynesian genetic affinities with Southeast Asian populations as identified by
mitochondrial DNA analysis. American Journal of Human Genetics 57:403-414

Gill, P., Kimpton, C., Aliston-Greiner, R., and Sullivan, K., Stoneking, M., Melton, T., Nott, J.,
Barritt, S., Roby, R., Holland, M., Weedn, V. (1995) Establishing the identity of Anna Anderson
Manahan. Nature Genetics 9: 9-10

Eckhardt, R. B. and Melton, T. W., eds. (1992) Population Studies on Human Adaptation and
Evolution in the Peruvian Andes, Number 14, Occasional Papers in Anthropology, Matson
Museum of Anthropology, The Pennsylvania State University, University Park, PA., 268 pages

Melton, T. W. (1991) Comparison of Growth and Development in Two Peruvian Populations of
High Altitude Ancestry. MS thesis, The Pennsylvania State University, University Park, PA

Wilson, T. A., Melton, T. W., and Clarke, W. L. (1983) The effect of fenfluramine and caloric
restriction on carbohydrate homeostasis in patients with lipodystrophy. Diabetes Care 6:160

Clarke, W. L., Melton, T. W., and Bright, G. M. (1983). The effect of hyperglucagonemia on blood
glucose concentrations and on insulin requirements during fasting in insulin dependent diabetes
mellitus. Acta Endocrinologica 102: 557

Clarke, W., Melton, T., Sachse, M., Schneider, J., Schneider, K., and Yarbrough, M. (1980).
Evaluation of a new reflectance photometer for use in home blood glucose monitoring.

Diabetes Care 4: 547

Bright, G., Melton, T., Rogol, A., and Clarke, W. (1980). Failure of cortisol to inhibit early

morning increases in basal insulin requirements in fasting insulin-dependent diabetics. Diabetes
29: 680

PRESENTATIONS

Melton, T. Mitochondrial DNA Toolkit for Lawyers. Arkansas Association of Criminal Defense
Lawyers, Little Rock, AR, June 5-7, 2014 (invited).
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Melton, T. Mitochondrial DNA: A Highly Useful Tool, National Association of Criminal Defense
Lawyers, Making Sense of Science VII, Las Vegas, NV, May 15-18, 2014.

Melton, T. Microscopical and DNA Examination of Very Small Crime Scene Hairs: Possibilities

and Challenges (with Amy Michaud, ATF), The Evidence Conference, Washington DC, October 2,
2012.

Melton, T. Mitochondrial DNA 101 and 102. Actual Innocence Program, Center for American
and International Law, Plano, TX, February 11, 2012 (invited).

Melton, T. Mitochondrial DNA Forensics for the Legal Practitioner: Critical Knowledge from
Crime Scene to Courtroom. American Academy of Forensic Science Annual Meeting, Chicago,
February 21-26, 2011 (invited).

Melton, T. Mitochondrial DNA Workshop: |. Hairs and Skeletal Remains, Il. Heteroplasmy, Ill.
Species Identification, IV. Population Statistics. Philadelphia Crime Laboratory, Philadelphia, PA,
December 6, 2010 (invited, 4 hours teaching).

Melton, T. Mitochondrial DNA Mixture Interpretation. 21 International Symposium on Human
Identification, San Antonio, TX, October 14, 2010 (invited).

Melton, T., Sikora, J., Fernandes, V., and Pereira, L. FidoTyping and FidoSearch: Validation of a
forensic canine mitochondrial DNA protocol and a new on-line canid mitochondrial
hypervariable region database. American Academy of Forensic Science Annual Meeting,
Washington, DC, February 22-27, 2010

Melton, T. Mitochondrial DNA: Updates and Challenges. Pennsylvania Bar Institute,
Philadelphia, PA, September 11. 2008 (invited).

Melton, T. Mitochondrial DNA: Updates and Challenges. Office of Forensic Services, New York
Division of Criminal Justice Services, Albany, NY, June 18, 2008 (invited).

Melton, T. Mitochondrial DNA Workshop: . Heteroplasmy, Il. Population Statistics.

Pennsylvania State University, Forensic Science Program, State College, PA, Nov. 1, 2007
(invited, 4 hours teaching).

Melton, T. Mitochondrial DNA workshop: I. Hairs and Skeletal Remains, Il. Heteroplasmy, Ill.
Species ldentification, IV. Population Statistics. California Department of Justice, Richmond, CA,
April 30, 2007. (invited; 8 hours teaching)

Melton, T. Easy breezy species ID for the forensic lab using a method that works for even the
most challenging samples. Forensic e-Symposium, April 24, 2007, sponsored by The Forensic
Institute, Glasgow, Scotland (invited).

Melton, T. What investigators need to know about mitochondrial DNA analysis. Pennsylvania

Association of Licensed Investigators conference, State College, PA, September 28, 2006
(invited).
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Melton, T. What criminal attorneys need to know about mitochondrial DNA analysis.
Pennsylvania Bar Institute, Harrisburg, PA, June 8-9, 2006 (invited).

Melton, T. What homicide investigators need to know about mitochondrial DNA. Pennsylvania
Homicide Investigators Annual Conference, State College, PA, April 26, 2006 (invited).

Melton, T. Mitochondrial DNA Screening: Issues and Alternatives. American Academy of
Forensic Science Annual Meeting, Seattle, February 21-25, 2006.

Melton, T. Mitochondrial DNA: How the smallest genome helps exonerate and convict.
Pennsylvania Homicide Investigators Annual Conference, State College, PA, June 22, 2005
(invited).

Melton, T. Mitochondrial DNA and hair analysis. DePaul College of Law Forensic Hair
Conference, Chicago, March 18, 2005 (invited).

Melton, T. A human mitochondrial DNA database derived from casework at Mitotyping

Technologies. American Academy of Forensic Science Annual Meeting, New Orleans, February
21-26, 2005.

Melton, T. Mitochondrial DNA: How the smallest genome helps exonerate and convict.
California Association of Criminal Justice/California Defense Attorneys Association Annual
Meeting, Monterey, California, February 19-21, 2005 (invited).

Melton, T. By a hair: How the smallest genome helps convict and exonerate. Henry Lee
Institute: Cracking Cold Cases, Foxwoods Casino, April 5, 2004 (invited).

Melton, T. Forensic mitochondrial DNA analysis. Seminar for Central Identification Laboratory-
Hawaii, Hickam Air Force Base, Oahu, February 9, 2004 (invited).

Melton, T. Casework experience: Reaching 600+ hairs. Forensic Human Mitochondrial DNA

Workshop, American Academy of Forensic Science Annual Meeting, Dallas, February 16-21,
2004 (FBI invited).

Melton, T. Mitochondrial DNA Forensic Analysis: How the Smallest Genome Convicts and
Exonerates. 2003 Benedum Lecture Series, West Virginia University, October 16, 2003 (invited).

Melton, T. Mitochondrial DNA typing. DNA Seminar, Ontario Provincial Police, Collingwood,
Ontario, September 8-13, 2003 (invited).

Melton, T. Human hair mtDNA analysis: success, size, and site heteroplasmy. The Third
European-American School in Forensic Genetics and Mayo Clinic Course in Advanced Molecular
and Cellular Medicine September 1-5, 2003, Zagreb, Croatia (invited).
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Melton, T. Scientific developments and future applications of mitochondrial DNA analysis.
Pennsylvania Supreme Court DNA Programs, State College, PA, March 19, 2003, and Plymouth
Meeting, PA, March 26, 2003 (invited).

Melton, T. Hair. Panel Discussion, National Conference on Science and the Law, U.S.
Department of Justice, Miami, FL, October 3-5, 2002 (invited).

Melton, T. Mitochondrial DNA typing. DNA Seminar, Ontario Provincial Police, Muskoka Sands,
Ontario, September 8-13, 2002 (invited).

Melton, T. Ancient mtDNA analysis in forensic casework. Human Forensic Mitochondrial DNA
Analysis Workshop, American Academy of Forensic Sciences Annual Meeting, Atlanta, GA,
February 11, 2001 (invited).

Melton, T. Scientific developments and future expectation in mtDNA analysis. DNA
Conference, Institute of Forensic Science and the Law, Duquesne University, November 30-
December 1, 2001 (invited).

Melton, T. Mitochondrial DNA typing. DNA Seminar, Florida Prosecuting Attorneys Association,
Altamonte Springs, FL, August 23-24, 2001 (invited).

Melton, T. Forensic mitochondrial DNA analysis: two years of commercial casework experience
in the United States. Second European-American Intensive Course in PCR-Based Clinical and
Forensic Testing, September 3-14, 2001, Dubrovnik, Croatia (invited).

Melton, T. Working the toughest mitochondrial DNA case in the world: getting good data out of
difficult evidence. American Academy of Forensic Sciences, February 19-24, 2001, Seattle, WA.

Melton, T. What mitochondrial DNA analysis can and cannot do in parentage testing. Eleventh
International Symposium on Human Identification, October 10-13, 2000, Biloxi, Ml (invited).

Melton, T. Diversity and heterogeneity in mitochondrial DNA of North American populations.
Cambridge Healthtech Institute’s Fourth Annual DNA Forensics, May 31-June 2, 2000,
Springfield, VA (invited).

Melton, T. Forensic mitochondrial DNA analysis: 2000 status. Fifth Annual Conference of the
Future of DNA: Implications for the Criminal Justice System, May 8-9, 2000, New York (invited).

Melton, T. and Nelson, K. Beyond simple substitutions: Length variation and heteroplasmy in

mtDNA forensic casework. American Academy of Forensic Sciences, February 21-26, 2000,
Reno, NV.

Melton, T. Subpopulation heterogeneity in mtDNA variation. First International Conference on
Forensic Human ldentification in the Millenium, Mitochondrial Analysis Workshop, October 27-
28, 1999, London (invited)
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Melton, T. Forensic use of mitochondrial DNA 1998. California Association of Criminalists DNA
Workshop, October 14, 1998, San Diego, CA (invited)

Melton, T. Forensic use of mitochondrial DNA 1998. IBC’s International Conference on DNA
Forensic Analysis, July 30-31, 1998, Annapolis, MD (invited)

Melton, T. Forensic use of mitochondrial DNA 1998. The Annual Conference on Criminal Justice
Research and Evaluation: Viewing Crime and Justice from a Collaborative Perspective, July 26-
29, 1998, Washington, D.C. (invited)

Melton, T. Forensic use of mitochondrial DNA 1998. Third Annual Conference on the Future of
DNA: Implications for the Criminal Justice System, May 21-22, 1998, Chicago, IL (invited)

Melton, T., Martinson, J., and Stoneking, M. Mitochondrial DNA variation in aboriginal peoples
of Taiwan and comparison with Southeast Asian populations, Cultural and Genetic Affinities of
Indigenous Peoples of Taiwan, Academia Sinica, May 21-23, 1996, Taipei, Taiwan, ROC (invited)

Melton, T., Ginther, C., Wilson, M., and Stoneking, M. The extent of subpopulation
heterogeneity in mitochondrial DNA types of African and European populations. American
Academy of Forensic Sciences, February 19-24, 1996, Nashville, TN

Melton, T. Mitochondrial DNA variation in the Mukogodo. American Anthropological
Association, November 15-19, 1995, Washington, DC

Melton, T. and Stoneking, M. Subpopulation heterogeneity in mitochondrial DNA evaluated
with analysis of molecular variance of sequence-specific oligonucleotide typing of worldwide

populations. Sixth International Symposium on Human Identification, October 12-14, 1995,
Scottsdale, AZ

Melton, T., Martinson, J., Saha, Sofro A., N., and Stoneking, M. The extent of subpopulation
heterogeneity in mitochondrial DNA types in ethnic Asian populations. American Academy of
Forensic Sciences, February 14-18, 1995, Seattle, WA

Melton, T. Subpopulation heterogeneity in mitochondrial DNA for ethnic Asian populations.
Technical Working Group on DNA Analysis Methods, July 26, 1993, and July 25, 1994, FBI
Academy, Quantico, VA

ABSTRACTS/POSTERS

- Danielson, P.B., Kristinsson, R., and Melton, T. (2006) Forensic mtDNA mixture fractionation by
denaturing high-performance liquid chromatography. 85" Annual Meeting of the German
Society of Legal Medicine-DNA in Forensics 2006, September 27-29, 2006. Innsbruck, Austria.

~ (Abstract)
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Melton, T., Nelson K., Sturk, K., and Irwin, J. (2006) Base-numbering challenges of
insertion/deletion variation in the human mitochondrial DNA control region and relevance to
database searches. 85" Annual Meeting of the German Society of Legal Medicine-DNA in
Forensics 2006, September 27-29, 2006. Innsbruck, Austria. (Abstract)

Nelson, K. and Melton, T. (2005) Forensic mitochondrial DNA analysis of 116 casework skeletal
samples. Sixteenth International Symposium on Human Identification, October 26-29, 2005,
Grapevine, TX. (Abstract)

Nelson, K and Melton, T. (2004) High diversity in mtDNA from casework samples at Mitotyping
Technologies. Southwest Association of Forensic Scientists, October 11-15, 2004, Oklahoma
City, OK. (Abstract)

Nelson, K. and Melton, T. (2000) The case of degraded mtDNA: mtDNA ancient analysis to the
rescue. Eleventh International Symposium on Human Identification, October 10-13, 2000,
Biloxi, MS. (Poster)

Nelson, K. and Melton, T. (1999) Forensic applications of human mitochondrial DNA variation.
Symposium on Diversity and Evolution, American Genetic Association, June 12-13, 1999, State
College, PA. (Poster)

Melton, T. and Nelson, K. (1999) Diversity of casework, heteroplasmy, and population
variation: mtDNA analysis in the private sector. First International Conference and Exhibition on
Forensic Human Identification, The Forensic Science Service, October 24-26, 1999, London.
(Poster)

Nelson, K. and Melton, T. (1999) Mitochondrial DNA testing: casework in the private sector,
heteroplasmy, and genetic diversity within the United States. Tenth International Symposium
on Human ldentification, September 29-October 2, 1999, Orlando, FL (Poster)

Nelson, K. and Melton, T. (1999) Forensic applications of human mitochondrial DNA variation.
Symposium on Human Diversity and Evolution, American Genetic Association, June 11-13, 1999
State College, PA (Poster)

Melton, T., Clifford, S., Stoneking, M., (1998) Variation and geographic subpopulation
heterogeneity in the mitochondrial DNA control region of North Americans. American Academy
of Forensic Sciences, February 9-14, San Francisco, CA (Abstract)

Stoneking, M., and Melton, T. (1996) Forensic applications of mitochondrial DNA analysis.
Cambridge Symposium on DNA Forensics, April 21-27, Santa Fe, NM (Abstract)

Melton, T., Peterson, R., Redd, A., Sofro, A., Soodyall, H., and Stoneking, M. (1994) Polynesian
origins: The mitochondrial DNA 9-bp deletion marker and associated control region haplotypes
in southeast Asian populations. Society for Molecular Biology and Evolution, June 15-19, 1994,
Athens, GA. (Poster) '
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Kumar, S. and Melton, T. Phylogenetic trees from molecular data: construction and
applications. Graduate Research Exhibition, The Pennsylvania State University, March 20-21,
1992, University Park, PA (Poster)

Melton, T.W., and Eckhardt, R.B., Thoracic development at high and low altitude provides
confirmatory evidence for the existence of genetic factors influencing adaptation to high
altitude in South America. Human Biology Council, April 2-6, 1991, Milwaukee, WI. (Poster)

Melton, T. Genetic adaptation in the Andes. Graduate Research Exhibition, The Pennsylvania
State University, March 22-23, 1991, University Park, PA (Poster)

Clarke, W., Melton, T., Sachse, M., Schneider, J., Schneider M., and Yarbrough, M. (1981)
Evaluation of a new reflectance photometer for use in home blood glucose monitoring.
Diabetes 30 (Suppl. 1): 92 (Abstract)

Wilson, T., Melton, T., and Clarke, W. (1980) The effect of fenfluramine on glucose homeostasis
in lipodystrophy. Diabetes 29 (Suppl. 2): 498 (Abstract)

Bright, G., Melton, T., Rogol, A., and Clarke, W. (1980) The effect of exogenous human growth
hormone on blood glucose concentrations and insulin requirements during closed-loop
(Biostator R-GCIIS) control of diabetes mellitus. Diabetes 29 (Suppl. 2): 483 (Abstract)

Clarke, W., White, N., Melton, T., and Santiago, J. (1979). Diurnal variation in closed-loop insulin
requirements in fasting insulin dependent diabetics: probable role of the adrenal pituitary axis.
Workshop on Artificial Beta Cell, Budapest-Heviz, Hungary (Abstract)

TRIAL AND TESTIMONY EXPERIENCE (ALL MITOCHONDRIAL DNA)

11/97 Frye hearing: Washington v. Dennis Keith Smith
3/98 Frye hearing: Washington v. Dennis Keith Smith
5/98  Trial: Washington v. Dennis Keith Smith

5/98 Frye hearing: Florida v. James Edward Crow
11/98 Frye hearing: Michigan v. Kevin Holtzer

5/99  Frye hearing: Michigan v. Kevin Holtzer

10/99 Trial: Michigan v. Kevin Holtzer

11/99 Hearing: North Carolina v. Robin Martin [Def.]
1/00 Trial: Kansas v. John Taylor [Def.]

1/00  Frye hearing: U.S. v. Noah Beverly

1/00 Trial: U.S. v. Noah Beverly

2/00  Trial: U.S. v. Noah Beverly (rebuttal)

6/00 Frye hearing: New York v. Raymond Klinger
8/00 Trial: lowa v. Monte Seager

3/01 Trial: South Carolina v. Wesley Myers

4/01 Frye hearing: Colorado v. Cong Van Than
5/01 Trial: lowa v. Donald Piper
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10/01
12/01
12/01

1/02
2/02
2/02
2/02
2/02
4/02
5/02
6/02
7/02
8/02

8/02
8/02
8/02
10/02
10/02
11/02
1/03
4/03
4/03
4/03

7/03
9/03
9/03
1/04
3/04
3/04
4/04
5/04
7/04
7/04

7/04
8/04
1/05
1/05
3/05:
6/05
6/05
8/05
9/05
10/05

Frye hearing: lllinois v. Cecil Sutherland
Frye hearing, Trial: Florida v. Jeremy Alan Smith
Trial: Colorado v. Juan Sierra-Omini

Trial: lowa v. Donald Piper

Frye hearing: Missouri v. Kenneth Coleman

Trial: Missouriv. Kenneth Coleman

Frye hearing: Minnesota v. Harold Zanter

Trial: New York v. Ali Bessaha

Trial: Washington v. Scott Fischer

Trial: Connecticut v. Michael Skakel

Trial: lowa v. Donald Piper

Grand Jury: Queens, New York (Samiya Hagiqi homicide)
Trial: Colorado v. Michael Joe Muniz (by telephone)

Deposition: Utah: Johnson v. Harris (civil)

Trial: Washington v. Robert L. Yates, Jr.

Trial: Michigan v. Tom Roberts

Trial: Kansas v. Jonathan Carr and Reginald Carr
Trial: New York v. Kelvin Mahoney

Trial: California v. Hugo Alcazar

Hearing: Connecticut v. Mark Reid [Def.]

Trial: Michigan v. Tony Berry

Trial: Washington v. Brian Keith Lord

Trial: New Mexico v. Roy Foote

Trial: Michigan v. Garron Leon Mason

Trial: Florida v. Carl Simmons

Hearing (CA): Redding Rancheria Native Council/Foreman family matter (civil)
Trial: Tennessee v. Pat Bondurant '

Hearing: New York v. Kelvin Mahoney

Trial: New York v. Louis Telese

Trial: Tennessee v. Sabrina Lewis

Trial: Illinois v. Cecil Sutherland

Hearing: Delaware v. John Woods

Frye hearing: U.S. v. Ida Chase

Frye hearing: New Jersey v. Porfirio Jiminez

Hearing: Paul v. Good (civil matter, Waycross, Georgia)
Trial: lllinois v. Billy Lee Warren

Hearing: Georgia v. Robert Vaughn

Trial: U.S. v. Henry Tobias

Trial: U.S. Robert Smith

Trial: Florida v. Charles Peterson

Trial: Georgia v. Robert Vaughn

Trial: New York v. Jude Byron

Trial: New York v. John Kogut
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2/06
3/06
3/06
4/06
6/06
7/06
9/06
9/06
11/06
2/07

5/07
5/07
6/07
7/07
9/07
9/07
10/07
11/07
12/07
3/08

3/08
3/08
3/08
6/08
6/08
8/08
10/08
11/08
2/09
2/09

2/09
5/09
5/09
10/09
1/10
5/10
5/10
6/10
8/10
11/10

10/10
1/11

Trial: Washington v. Brian Frawley

Trial: Pennsylvania v. Hugo Selenski

Trial: New York v. John Popal

Trial: New Jersey v. Daniel Gatson

Trial: Indiana v. Jenny Gibbs

Trial: New York v. Christopher Porco

Frye Hearing: New Hampshire v. Collanzo
Trial: New Jersey v. Sterling

Trial: Pennsylvania v. Davis

Hearing: Norfolk Island v. Glenn McNeil

Rimmasch Hearing: Utah v. Glen Howard Griffin
Trial: Pennsylvania v. Brian Catalano

Trial: New York v. Christopher Gifford

Trial: New Jersey v. Gerald Daniels

Trial: Pennsylvania v. Vincent Cascardo

Trial: Pennyslvania v. William Rohland

Trial: New Hampshire v. Kenneth Carpenter
Trial: Regina v. Clare Spiers

Trial: Florida v. Aurelio Ibarra

Trial: Florida v. William Hodges

Hearing: California v. Ray Dell Sims

Trial: Florida v. Bryan Curry

Hearing: Diaz v. Guthrie (civil)

Trial: New York v. David Sanchez

Trial: Florida v. Brett Bogle

Trial: Pennsylvania v. Emerson Macauley
Trial: New Jersey v. Porfirio Jiminez
Trial: Utah v. Glen Howard Griffin
Hearing: Pennsylvania v. David Chmiel
Trial: Michigan v. Walter Hardeman

Trial: Kansas v. Justin Thurber

Hearing: Pennsylvania v. John Minch

Trial: Pennsylvania v. Sylvester Nelms

Trial: Michigan v. Walter Hardeman

Trial: U.S. v. Stephen Harrison

Trial: Maryland v. Charles Brandon Martin
Hearing: Connecticut v. Richard LaPointe [Def.]
Trial: Utah v. Wade Garrett Maughn

Trial: Pennsylvania v. Jeffrey Plishka

Trial: Texas v. Kenneth Hernandez

Frye Hearing: California v. Marcus Oliver
Trial: Colorado v. Alejandro Perez
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4/11
6/11
8/11
11/11
12/11
7/12
8/12
9/12

10/12
11/12
3/13
9/13
10/13
11/13
4/14

Trial:
Trial:
Trial:
Trial:
Trial:
Trial:
Trial:

California v. Alejandro Villa

Wisconsin v. Chad Lurvey [canine mtDNA]
Michigan v. David Easley

California v. Marcus Oliver

lowa v. Ricky Putman

Pennsylvania v. Gary Gerber [Def.]
Florida v. Raydel Alvarez [Def.]

Hearing: Pennsylvania v. John Minch

Trial: Florida v. Michael Rivera

Trial: Michigan v. Jeffrey Pyne

Trial: Texas v. Mark Alan Norwood

Hearing: Florida v. Adam Lloyd Shepard

Civil Trial: Bradford Construction v. Jim Centeno
Trial: Pennsylvania v. John Minch

Trial: Florida v. Alan Shepherd
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Curriculum Vitae

Meghan E. Clement, MS, F-ABC

Education

1985 Master of Science, Forensic Science
University of New Haven, West Haven, Connecticut
Honors: Graduate Fellow, 1984

1983 Bachelor of Science, Biology

Westfield State College, Westfield, Massachusetts
Graduated Cum Laude

Professional Experience

SENIOR DIRECTOR July 2012- Present
Cellmark Forensics, LabCorp Specialty Testing Group
Dallas, TX

Responsibilities: Manage the daily responsibilities of laboratory personnel
and flow of both contract and independent casework, manage implementation
of new tests, participate in analysis of casework and interpretation of results
of STR, Y-STR and mtDNA analysis, perform technical reviews and
administrative reviews, provide expert testimony, participate in marketing
and sales functions.

TECHNICAL DIRECTOR, FORENSIC IDENTITY May 2000- July 2012
Laboratory Corporation of America
Research Triangle Park, North Carolina

Responsibilities: Manage the daily responsibilities of laboratory personnel
and flow of casework, as well as implementation of new tests, participate in
analysis of casework and interpret results of DNA analysis, prepare reports,
provide expert testimony, direct and coordinate marketing and sales
functions.

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR, FORENSIC IDENTITY Aug. 1998- May 2000
Laboratory Corporation of America
Research Triangle Park, North Carolina
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Responsibilities: Direct and participate in the DNA analysis of samples
submitted to the laboratory, prepare reports of results and provide expert
testimony, supervise and direct laboratory technologists and lab clerk
positions, direct and coordinate marketing and sales functions.

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, FORENSIC IDENTITY Nov. 1994- Aug. 1998
Laboratory Corporation of America (formerly Roche Biomedical Laboratories)
Research Triangle Park, North Carolina

Responsibilities: Conduct forensic DNA analysis on biological samples using
both RFLP and PCR techniques, oversee and direct the laboratory
technologists in the production of forensic DNA casework, prepare reports of
results and provide expert testimony, assist in laboratory operations to
ensure timely handling of cases and QA/QC measures, assist in the
marketing and sales aspects of the Forensic Identity department.

FORENSIC BIOLOGIST March 1991 - Nov. 1994
Tarrant County Medical Examiner's Office
Fort Worth, Texas

Responsibilities: Forensic analysis of biological samples using traditional
serological techniques as well as RFLP DNA profiling, conduct research and
validation of new techniques in the forensic biology field, provide expert
testimony, provide training to officer's in various law enforcement agencies
concerning the collection and preservation of evidence, crime scene
investigation.

SENIOR CRIMINALIST March 1985 - March 1991
City of Albuquerque, Police Department, Criminalistics
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Responsibilities: Assisted in implementing a DNA section including setting
up quality control measures and population data bases, as well as performing
validation studies, traditional serological analysis, blood/breath alcohol
concentration analysis, provide expert testimony, crime scene investigation,
train new personnel, officers and detectives.

TEACHING ASSISTANT, FORENSIC SCIENCE Sept. 1984- Mar. 1985
University of New Haven, West Haven, Connecticut

Responsibilities: Assist in teaching serological techniques to graduate
students in the Criminalistics laboratories, assist in research projects being
conducted.

TEACHING ASSISTANT, BIOLOGY Sept. 1983 - Sept. 1984
University of New Haven, West Haven, Connecticut
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Responsibilities: Set up and assist in teaching various biology laboratories to
undergraduate students.

FORENSIC SCIENCE INTERNSHIP August 1984
New Mexico State Police Crime Laboratory,
Santa Fe, New Mexico

Observed and participated in case analysis under the supervision of New
Mexico State Police forensic analysts in the serology, trace, drugs and
firearms sections.

Affiliations

American Academy of Forensic Sciences, Member
Southwestern Association of Forensic Scientists, Member

Appointed to the Technical Advisory Committee of the American Society of Crime
Laboratory Directors-Laboratory Accreditation Board (ASCLD/LAB) —QOctober 2014

Expert Testimony and Depositions

Testified 350+ times in 32 states

Testified in local, state, military and federal courts

Forensic Laboratory Experience Qualified
e RFLP 1989

e PCR Analysis and Interpretation 1990

e DQ Alpha + Polymarker Testing 1995

e Paternity Testing 1995

e Mitochondrial DNA Analysis 1997

e Commercial Kit STR Analysis 2002

e Y-STR Analysis 2003
Certifications

Molecular Biology Fellow - American Board of Criminalistics (ABC)

Publications and Oral Presentations

Budowle, B., Monson, K., Anoe, K.S., Baechtel, S., Bergman, D.L., Buel, E,,
Campbell, P.A., Clement, M.E. et al (1991) A Preliminary Report on Binned
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General Population Data on Six VNTR Loci in Caucasians, Blacks and
Hispanics from the United States. Crime Lab Digest 18:9-26.

Validation of Multiplex STR Profiling Systems for Forensic Casework
Specimens
American Academy of Forensic Sciences, Feb. 1998

Developing a DNA Laboratory on a Shoestring Budget
Southwestern Association of Forensic Scientists, Spring Meeting 1991

Continuing Education

Sept 2014

Feb 2014
Oct 2013
Feb 2013
June 2012
Feb 2012

Oct 2011

Nov 2011
Feb 2010

Aug 2009

Ape 2009
Feb 2009
July 2008
Feb 2007
Aug 2006

May 2006

Curriculum Vitae

Emerging Forensic Genomic Applications-Genome ID Forum,
Greenville, NC

AAFS Annual Meeting, Seattle, WA

International Symposium on Human Identification, Atlanta, GA
AAFS Annual Meeting, Washington, DC

2012 NIJ Meeting, Arlington, VA

AAFS Annual Meeting, Atlanta, GA

Mixture Interpretation Workshop-Promega International Symposium on
Human Identification, National Harbor, DC

CODIS Meeting, Jasonville, FL
AAFS Annual Meeting, Seattle, WA

HID Future Trends in DNA Technology, Applied Biosystems,
Richmond, VA

FBI DNA Auditor’s Refresher Training, Raleigh, NC
AAFS Annual Meeting, Denver, CO

NIJ Meeting, Arlington, VA

AAFS Annual Meeting, San Antonio, TX

AFDAA Summer Meeting, Austin, TX

ABI Human Identity University, Research Triangle Park, NC
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Feb 2006 AAFS Annual Meeting, Seattle, WA
Jun 2005 6"t Annual DNA Grantees Workshop, Arlington, VA
Apr 2004 FBI DNA Auditor’s Training, Quantico, VA

Feb 2004 AAFS Annual Meeting, Dallas, TX
Forensic Human mtDNA Analysis Workshop

Oct 2003 International Symposium on Human Identification, Phoenix, AZ
Making Sense of Popstats Workshop

Apr 2003 ASCLD/LAB-Laboratory Inspector Training Course, Raleigh, NC

Feb 2003 AAFS Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL
Low Copy Number DNA Analysis Workshop

Jun 2002 DNA Grantees Workshop, Arlington, VA

Oct 2001 7" Annual CODIS User’s Conference, Arlington, VA
Feb 2001 AAFS Annual Meeting, Seattle, WA

Feb 2000 AAFS Annual Meeting, Reno, NV

Oct 1999 NIJ Meeting, Arlington, VA

Apr 1998 Mitochondrial DNA Analysis and Data Basing, presented by Mark
Wilson and Clint Stauffer

Feb 1998 AAFS Annual Meeting, San Francisco, CA
Sept 1997 International Symposium on Human Identg'ﬁcation, Phoenix, AZ
Feb 1997 AAFS Annual Meeting, NYC,NY

Oct 1996 English Speaking Working Group International Society for Forensic
Haemogenetics

Sept 1996 International Symposium on Human Identification, Phoenix, AZ

Specialized Schools and Training

Dec 2011 ASCLD/LAB TECHNICAL ASSESSOR REFRESHER TRAINING
(June 2011 revision-on line training)
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Apr 2009

Jan 2006

Apr 2004
Apr 2003

Mar 1995

June 1991

DNA AUDITOR REFRESHER TRAINING, Presented by the FBI,
Research Triangle Park, NC

ASCLD/LAB-International ASSESSOR TRAINING COURSE,
Houston, TX

DNA AUDITOR TRAINING, FBI Academy, Quantico, VA
ASCLD-LAB INSPECTOR TRAINING, Raleigh, NC

FORENSIC AMPLITYPE PM + HLA DQA1 PCR WORKSHOP,
Perkin-Elmer Training Dept., Foster City, CA

ADVANCED FORENSIC DNA TYPING SCHOOL, FBI Academy,
Quantico, Virginia

Mar-Junl990 VISITING SCIENTIST PROGRAM, FBI Academy, Quantico,

Dec 1989

Fall 1988

May 1998

Curriculum Vitae

Virginia

Assisted in numerous DNA research projects being conducted by the
FBI Research and Training Center including data base compilation,
ethidium bromide use in DNA analysis, quantitation of human DNA
using slot blot techniques, effect of glycerol concentration on DNA,
studies on possible ladders for amplified RFLP's (Amp-FLP's), and
population data base compilation of Amp-Flp MCT118.

FORENSIC APPLICATIONS OF DNA TYPING, FBI Academy,
Quantico, Virginia

MOLECULAR GENETICS AND FORENSIC SCIENCE, University
of New Mexico, Albuquerque, New Mexico

DNA POLYMORPHISM AND DNA TYPING
COURSE/WORKSHOP, University of New Haven, West Haven,

Connecticut ,

Meghan E. Clement, MS
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COLUMBUS COUNTY

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

JOSEPH SLEDGE, JR.,

v. AFFIDAVIT

Defendant,.

NOW COMES the Affiant, Reuben L. Moore, Jr., who attests to the following:

1.

My name is Reuben L. Moore. I was licensed to practice law in the State of North
Carolina in 1965. I am currently retired and my North Carolina State Bar license is
inactive.

I am under no disability, or undue, or improper influence of any kind.

. I'am giving this affidavit of my own free will and understanding. No one has promised

me anything or pressured me in any way to sign this affidavit.

In 1978, I represented Joseph Sledge, Jr., the defendant in the above-captioned case. I
represented Mr. Sledge in both of his trials for the murders of Josephine and Aileen
Davis. I also represented Mr. Sledge for his direct appeal.

Mr. Sledge always maintained his innocence in this case, including during discussions
with me where his statements were protected by attorney-client privilege.

Christine Mumma, Mr. Sledge’s current attorney, has shown me some of the discovery
relating to this case that was recently provided to her. The exculpatory evidence included
in that discovery was never provided to me by the State prior to Mr. Sledge’s trial.

Had the exculpatory information been provided to me by the State, my trial strategy
would have included challenges to the physical evidence found at the crime scene that did
not match my client. This includes the shoe tread prints found in blood in the home and
in the dirt outside the home that were consistent with each other and with the shoes of an
African-American man who lived nearby, but not with Mr. Sledge’s shoes; bloody palm
prints recovered from either side of the head of one of the victims that did not match Mr.
Sledge; evidence that the perpetrator was right-handed, which Mr. Sledge is not; and a
description of the blood in the home that could have been used to challenge the time of
death. :

. Additionally, had I been provided with Donnie Sutton’s pre-trial interviews with law

enforcement, I would have used those statements to impeach him on the stand.



9. It is my strong belief that had this information been available to me in
1978, the outcome of Mr. Sledge’s second trial would have been different.

10.  To the best of my knowledge and belief; all of the information included in
this affidavit is true, complete, and is made in good faith.

11.  Ifcalled to testify at a hearing in this matter, my testimony will be
consistent with the above statements.

Further, Affiant says not.

This the 2§ day of_ Pete b 2015,
b L Mrne
inactive ‘

STATE OF NO CAROLINA
COUNTY OF

Sworn to and subscribed before me this the 2Y_dayof_ Oct e 2013,

Reuben L. Moore, Jr.
N.C. State Bar No. 3091,

(- Aeng

NOTARY PUBLIC v
My Commission Expires: 9~ 13- 201§

CAROLE W. LONG
NOTARY PUBLIC
Brunswick County

North Carolina
My Commission Explres_&~13- 2018




NCCAa!l North Carolina Center on Actual Innocence
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P.O. Box 52446 Shannon Plaza Station, Durham, NC 27717-2446
admin@nccai.org (919) 489-3268 (Phone) (919) 489-3285 (Fax)

March 26, 2012

Mr. Joseph Sledge, #0372992
Nash Correctional

P.O. Box 600

Nashville, NC 27856

Dear Joseph,

I hope you are well. Thank you for your many letters that remind me of the many issues in your
case.

My staff attorney and I plan to make a trip to see Mr. Sutton in the next few weeks. I will let you
know if he has anything helpful to say, although I don't anticipate that he will.

[ understand that you believe that I should pursue Mr. Baker further with the hope that he will
change his statement or can be "tricked" into changing his statement. I'm sorry that I cannot
agree to lie to a witness to try to induce them into changing sworn testimony. A recantation
obtained in that way would not be considered credible by a court. Although that technique is
used by law enforcement during investigations, the post-conviction standards in proving
innocence are different.

We have conducted a search for Deputy Sheriff Rome Martin, who you indicated warned you
that the murder was being "pinned" on you. I have also made several attempts to contact Mr.
Rex Gore, who is in private practice now, but he has not returned my calls. I will continue to try
to reach him. With regard to Mr. Raymond Savage, based on your trial transcript, he did not
testify at your trial. Finally, with regard to Mr. Taub, he testified that there were some positive
indications for the presence of blood found in the automobile. I did not find his testimony
particularly compelling and I am confident he would not have anything to add or even remember
the case now.

We have also drafted affidavits for the sheriff's department and clerk's office to sign regarding
the physical evidence in your case, but I do not plan to send those until after we attempt to talk to
Mr. Sutton. At that time, I will also determine whether we will attempt to obtain discovery of
police and prosecution files in your case, whether we will pursue the signed affidavits, or if it
might be time to refer your case to the Innocence Inquiry Commission so they can obtain full

NOTE: The North Carolina Center on Actual Innocence (including all its affiliated Innocence Projects® and individuals) reviews cases for the
sole purpose of investigating claims of actual innocence. The Center does not act as legal counsel to any person whose case is being investigated,
until and unless the Center, through its legal counsel or her designees, specifically agrees in writing to take on such representation. The North
Carolina Center on Actual Innocence is a separate entity from the North Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission.



discovery of all police and prosecutorial files. The Commission can also confirm, through their
own search, that there is no additional physical evidence in your case.

Please let me know if you have any questions. I will be in touch to let you know how it goes
with Mr. Sutton.

Best,

Chris Mumma
Executive Director

NOTE: The North Carolina Center on Actual Innocence (including all its affiliated Innocence Projects® and individuals) reviews cases for the
sole purpose of investigating claims of actual innocence. The Center does not act as legal counsel to any person whose case is being investigated,
until and unless the Center, through its legal counsel or her designees, specifically agrees in writing to take on such representation. The North
Carolina Center on Actual Innocence is a separate entity from the North Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission.
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DPS RECORDS
JOSEPH SLEDGE

The DPS Records for Joseph Sledge were reviewed by NCIIC Staff. The following areas were
noted and are described below: Education, IQ, Diagnosis, and Literacy/Functioning.

The following are abbreviated: Combined Records (CR) and Medical Records (MR).

EDUCATION:

CR 000043 — 12/28/2012: “Inmate Sledge claims to have a twelfth grade education.
There is no documentation of a GED or high school diploma.”

CR 000060 - 04/13/2000: “Inmate Sledge stated that he has a high school diploma from
1964.”

CR 000061 — 03/26/1999: “Joseph claims he completed high school in Georgia.”

CR 000260 — 09/15/1977: “Achievement at only a 6.2 grade level as compared with his
claimed high school education.”

CR 000356 — 10/09/1977: “Mr. Sledge reports that he completed high school before
going into the military...”

CR 000289 — 01/14/1978: “Says he completed H.S. in Savannah, GA.”

MR 000291 — 04/06/1979: “Admission test results indicate an inmate with average
intelligence, Beta 98, with a 6™ grade achievement level compared to a 12" grade claim.”
MR 000307 — 05/18/1977: “High school graduate — no prior training school record. Fair
student. Good relationship with all teachers.”

1Q:
e CR 000260 —09/15/1977: Beta 98 .
e CR 000357 — 10/09/1997: Beta IQ 98, “which is in the normal range of intelligence.”
e CR 000361 —06/20/1995: Bet 1Q 98
e MR 000291 — 04/06/1979: Beta IQ 98
DIAGNOSIS:

CR 000259 — 03/01/1978: “Record reveals that there has been some psychological
intervention.”

CR 000260 — 09/15/1977: “His personality profile had some 4 scales above normal.”
CR 000356 — 10/09/1997: “Characteristic of those contacts was the April 1979 interview
by Psychiatrist Dr. Mahorney who concluded that the diagnosis was most probably
characterological in nature.”

CR 000357 — 10/09/1997: “The MMPI-2 results are valid and indicate no psychometric
risk factors. The Violent Recidivism Worksheet identified 3 factors suggesting a low to



moderate probability of arrest... a Sexual Offenders Risk Factor Summary was
completed. This form suggests that there is some level of risk in dealing with this man.”
CR 000360 — 06/20/1995: “In 1978 he was diagnosed with mild anxiety. In 1979 as a
result of difficulty sleeping and his complaints of auditory and visual hallucinations, a
psychiatrist at Central Prison felt he was manipulating for legal gain. He was diagnosed
as character disordered.”

CR 000367 — 8/17/1977: “Joseph notes he was seen by psychiatrist (sic) when
incarcerated in Lorton Reformatory. He notes that in 1973 he was seen by a North
Carolina Prison Psychiatrist because ‘I wasn’t feeling too well.” He denies any other
mental treatment.”

MR 000290 — 04/12/1979: “While the patient presents a number of characteristics usually
associated with mental disorders he basically seems to be manipulating personnel here to
attempt to appear to have some sort of psychotic disorder apparently for the purpose of
use in a legal trial. Diagnosis here is characterological disturbance. I doubt any psychotic
process at this time.”

MR 000293 — 04/19/1982: “Joseph Sledge is a retarded black male seen by this
psychologist informally a number of times.”

MR 000294 — 05/16/1977: “Inmate Sledge denies mental health intervention with the
Department of Correction and no previous reports could be located. The Inmate admits
hospitalization for psychological evaluation following an auto accident in 1973.
According to his description of events he may have experienced hallucinations at that
time... Affect was appropriate and there is no present evidence of thought disorder.
Inmate Sledge currently does not manifest a need for either medication or psychiatric
treatment.”

MR 000304 — 05/24/1995: Adult Male Report Sheet indicates “27 T Possessed by evil
spirits, 33 T Strange or peculiar experiences, 179 T Worry over sex matters.”

MR 000307 — 05/18/1977: “Had no mental problems” in formative years.

LITERACY/FUNCTIONING:

CR 000259 — 03/01/1978: “Joseph talked very intelligently; his manner, though, seemed
to indicate that he was somewhat disturbed mentally.”

CR 000260 — 09/15/1977: “Achievement at only a 6.2 grade level... Joseph seems to be
somewhat confused at times, and fails to accpet (sic) the seriousness of his actions. He
babbles on and off about his religion...”

CR 000262 — 05/13/1977: “He appears prone toward an antisocial lifestyle, which may be
characterized by unreliability and disrespect for the consequences of his behavior.”

CR 000357 — 10/09/1997: “He was well oriented and his thoughts were clear and
relevant. There was no circumstantiality nor loose associations. His verbal skills were
somewhat better than average for the inmate population. He denied problems that would
be indicative of an affective illness or psychosis.”

CR 000361 — 06/20/1995: ... achievement scores on a 6'" grade level.”

CR 000365 — N/A: “Inmate appears to function at a normal level of intelligence.”



MR 000293 — 04/19/1982: “Some time was spent evaluating the inmate in his work site
and his adjustment to cell location. Indications are that he is functioning adequately.”
MR 000307 — 05/18/1977: “The inmate appears to function at a normal level of
intelligence.”
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NAME: SLEDGE JOSEPH NCDOC#: 20644-0S
CRITICAL ITEMS (Paraphrased From The Original):
27 T Possessed by evil spirits

33 T Strange or peculiar experiences
179 T Worry over sex matters

TEST DATE: 05-24-95
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Summary of Media no<mqmmm

PRE-TRIAL

Date

Source

Headline

9/6/76

Southeastern Times

Two Bladen Women Found Murdered
e Authorities looking for Sledge
e Community shocked, can’t imagine a motive to kill the Davises

9/7/76

The Fayetteville Observer

Bladen Woman, Daughter Found Murdered in Home

Says bodies discovered by Omega Hales (rather than Wanda)
Medical Examiner: no sign of molestation

e Living room bore signs of struggle, but money was left

e No murder weapon found

9/7/76

The Fayetteville Observer

Man Sought in Murders in Bladen
e LE looking for Sledge

9/8/76

The Fayetteville Observer

Escapee Search Continues
e Still looking for Sledge after his close encounter with police in Fayetteville
e Includes photo of Victims’ house with “Keep Out Sheriff” sign.

9/8/76

The Robesonian

Murder Suspect Eludes Police
e Police looking for Sledge

9/9/76

The Fayetteville Observer

Violence ends Two Quiet Lives
e Medical Examiner says there was a sexual assault on Aileen Davis, despite preliminary
examination indicating otherwise

9/9/76

The Bladen Journal

Escapee Sought in Killings
e Prison official s say bloodhounds traced Sledge’s scent towards Davis home
e Medical Examiner (Meinhardt) said no evidence of sexual molestation
e Sheriff Allen said nothing looked out of place in victims’ house

9/10/76

The Fayetteville Observer

Escapee Questioned in Slayings
e Sledge caught in Dillon, SC

9/11/76

The Fayetteville Observer

Sledge Charged in Armed Theft
o Sledge charged with hold up of man at a rest area off I-95 where he allegedly took 400 dollars
from Johnny Ray Stone
e Sledge held in Cumberland Co. Jail, but taken to Elizabethtown for a few hours




Summary of Media Coverage

e A pistol was confiscated form one of the victims’ family members headed toward the
courthouse

9/13/76 Southeastern Times Sledge Returned to Cumberland County
e Sledge arrested in Dillon, SC, but released on bond
e Authorities went out to recatch him after finding out he was wanted in NC
e Sledge apprehended and brought to Cumberland County Jail
9/14/76 The Fayetteville Observer | Stabbing Death Probe Continues
e Sledge questioned, but not charged in murders
e Sheriff won’t comment on results of fingerprint analyses
9/16/76 The Bladen Journal Inmates Lodge Complaints on Prison Conditions
e 11 escapes in June, July August; 3 so far in September
e No link between Sledge to killings
e Sparkman says unit is short on personnel
9/16/76 The Bladen Journal (photo of victims’ funeral procession)
9/16/76 The Bladen Journal (photo of Sledge in handcuffs)
9/16/76 The Bladen Journal Tighter Security Sought at White Lake Prison
¢ Sledge was present at 1:00 pm roll call, but not at 4:00
e Alleged link of Sledge to murders sparked call for better security 500 signature son petition)
e Sledge still not connected to murders
9/20/76 Southeastern Times Reward Sought In Murder Case
e Sheriff requested, expected to receive, reward offer form Governor’s office
9/20/76 Southeastern Times Tighter White Lake Security Petition Aim
e 500 people sign petition asking for better security at White Lake Prison
9/21/76 The Fayetteville Observer | Bladen Sheriff Offers Reward
9/22/76 Southeastern Times Reward Offered in Case
9/23/76 The Bladen Journal Reward Offered in Double Slayings
e Sheriff personally offered $1000 reward for information
e “Sexual assault was apparent”
e Sledge prime suspect, but no evidence
9/28/76 The Fayetteville Observer

Bladen Slayer Said Non-White




Summary of Media Coverage

9/28/76

The Fayetteville Observer

Sheriff Says Non-White Killed Two Women

9/29/76

Southeastern Times

Sheriff Issues Statement
e To quell speculation, sheriff says evidence found eliminates any Caucasian person as a suspect

9/30/76

The Bladen Journal

Bladen’s Real Friend and Public Forum (letters to the editor)
e 2 letters praising sheriff Allen for offering his own money as a reward; one of the letters is form
victims’ family

9/30/76

The Bladen Journal

County Asks for Tighter Prison Security and Sheriff Says Murderer Not White
e County Commissioners suggest residents were concerned about prison security even prior to
the Davis murders
e Sheriff Allen says killer could not be white Based on physical evidence form scene of crime;
wants to dispel rumors _
e Sledge in Cumberland County Jail on charges of auto larceny and (armed?) robbery

10/7/76

The Fayetteville Observer

Reward Posted in Deaths

10/7/76

The Bladen Journal

Unsigned Letter Claims Knowledge of Murder
e Anonymous letter claims to know identity of killer
e \Writer afraid of being murdered if he identifies killer, wants protection
e Sheriff's dept. not sure if it is a hoax, but promises to protect writer and asks him to call

10/11/76

Southeastern Times

Reward Raised to $3500 for Murders

10/14/76

The Bladen Journal

Reward Increased
e Gov. Holshouser offers reward of $2500
e Aileen was sexually assaulted according to autopsy
e Murderer not white
e Mystery letter writer has not contacted Sheriff

10/18/76

Southeastern Times

Prison Officials Coming to Board Meeting Tuesday
e Prison official to meet with county Board of Commissioners
e Petition for better security has 1200 signatures

10/21/76

The Bladen Journal

Lack of Funds Blamed for Escapes
e Director of prison system attended meeting of Bladen County Commissioners; says escapes at
White Lake no greater than other units
e Approval of hiring new dispatchers




Summary of Media Coverage

e Lonnie Davis asks for community notification when an inmate is loose

10/21/76 | The Bladen Journal Reward Still Up
10/27/76 | Southeastern Times Prisoner Escapes is Soon Captured
e Another escape form White Lake
10/28/76 | The Bladen Journal Escapee Caught
e White male inmate caught hours after escaping
11/8/76 Times-News of Murder Victims Exhumed
Hendersonville e “The women'’s prints were not obtained prior to burial.”
11/10/76 | Southeastern Times Murder victims’ Bodies Exhumed
UNK UNK More Tests Made in 2 Slayings
e Victims’ bodies exhumed to determine exact cause of death and to take proper finger and palm
prints of the victims.
11/11/76 | The Fayetteville Observer | Autopsy Uncovers New Data
e Victims’ bodies exhumed to get finger and palm prints
11/11/76 | The Fayetteville Observer | Reasons Offered for Exhumations
e Inked impressions were made during first autopsy, but they were not “identificable” and new
prints were needed for comparison with latents form crime scene
11/11/76 | The Bladen Journal Davis Bodies Exhumed Tuesday
e Bodies exhumed and taken to Chapel Hill for further tests; specific reason not stated
e States that both women were molested
11/11/76 | The Robesonian Bodies of 2 Bladen Women Exhumed for More Study
e Need for victims’ finger and palm prints
11/17/76 | Southeastern Times Prisoner Escapes Monday
e Melvin Watts, white male, escaped White Lake (not recaptured)
11/22/76 | The Bladen Journal Escape Reported
e Black male inmates serving armed robbery sentence escapes White Lake
11/24/76 | Southeastern Times Reward Hiked
12/16/76 | The Bladen Journal Davis Reward to Expire

e $2000 of $4500 reward to be withdrawn 12/22/76
e Aileen was sexually assaulted




Summary of Media Coverage

e Sledge chased in direction of Davis home after his escape

12/19/76 | Southeastern Times Three Prisoners Escape White Lake Unit
e Not recaptured
12/20/76 | Southeastern Times $2000 Reward to be Rescinded Wednesday
1/2/77 The Robesonian Death, Politics, Progress Top Bladen News
e “Noimportant evidence has turned up in the case and the killer has not been brought to trial”
1/3/77 The Bladen Journal Year Ends with Double Slayings Still Unsolved
1/3/77 Southeastern Times Sledge Transferred to Minimum Security Unit
e Still a suspect, but not enough evidence to arrest/indict
e SBI agent: “nothing of any consequence has developed in this case in the last few weeks.”
1/10/77 Southeastern Times Inmate Escapes
e Black male escapes from White Lake; not recaptured
2/23/77 Southeastern Times Reps Ask for Quick Action on Security
4/4/77 The Bladen Journal Sledge Waives Hearing
e Sledge waives probable cause hearing for larceny and escape
e Sheriff says Sledge is suspect despite no evidence
4/26/77 The Fayetteville Observer | Escapee Guilty of Theft
e Sledge pleaded guilty to stealing a car in Cumberland County; still faces charge of armed robbery
8/11/77 The Fayetteville Observer | Escapee Sentenced
e Four years for auto theft
8/27/77 The Fayetteville Observer | Unit to Probe Bladen Deaths
e SBI homicide squad led by Max Bryan to investigate Davis murders
8/29/77 The Bladen Journal Homicide Squad Reopens Davis Case
e SBIto reopen Davis case; Max Bryan to lead investigation (?)
e Sheriff Allen says his dept. exhausted all leads
e Sledge back in prison after trial for auto larceny and escape
8/29/77 Southeastern Times Special SBI Team Will Aid Locals _
e AG asked for SBI homicide squad to get involved in investigation
9/5/77 Southeastern Times Many Bladen Crimes Unsolved

e Six Bladen County murders in 1976 and no arrests by Bladen officials




Summary of Media Coverage

9/12/77 Southeastern Times Sheriff Allen Says State Report Wrong
e Says there were only 4 murders in 1976; 2 cleared by arrests, and the other two are the Davises
11/7/77 The Fayetteville Times Sheriff and SBI Still Seeking Clues in Davis Murders
e Says Omega found bodies
e Sledge prime suspect, but investigators are looking at all leads
1/23/78 The Bladen Journal Deaths Plague County
e There were 8 mysterious deaths in Bladen County; 4 since the Davis investigation was reopened
e 400 dollars and two rifles were in the room with Davis victims, undisturbed
e The guards chasing Sledge gave up at 9:30 pm and opted to resume in the morning
e Sledge still prime suspect, despite lack of evidence
1/30/78 Southeastern Times Allen Will Not Seek New Sheriff Term
2/1/78 Southeastern Times Candidates Lining Up for Bladen’s Political Races
2/18/78 The Fayetteville Times SBI Expects Arrest Soon in Bladen Murders
e New evidence makes arrest possible within a few weeks
2/20/78 The Bladen Journal Arrest Pending in Davis Case Say SBI Agents
e Max Bryan, SBI, says arrest coming within a few weeks
e Poole says he and Little interviewed over 250 people, and sometimes even if they know who
committed a crime, they can’t prove it
2/22/78 The Fayetteville Observer | Grand Jury in Bladen to Meet on Slayings
e Sledge moved from Central Prison to Bladen County Jail; Judge signed order to convene grand
jury; SBI “confident we have our man.”
2/22/78 Southeastern Times Sledge Returned to Bladen County
e Upcoming Grand Jury hearing
2/23/78 The Bladen Journal (photo of Sledge and Little)
2/24/78 The Fayetteville Observer | Prisoner Indicted in Bladen Slayings
e Sledge indicted for two counts of first degree murder; law enforcement won’t comment on
what new evidence led to indictment
2/24/78 The Fayetteville Times Man Indicted in 76 Bladen Slayings
2/27/78 The Bladen Journal Sledge Charged with Davis Murders

e Notes that Aileen had been sexually assaulted




Summary of Media Coverage

Sledge mugshot from 9-13-76 shows he had no hair or facial hair

2/27/78 Southeastern Times Sledge Indicted in Davis Murders
3/21/78 The Fayetteville Observer | Judge Moves Sledge Trial
3/21/78 The Fayetteville Observer | Sledge Granted Venue Change
3/23/78 The Bladen Journal Sledge Trial Moved
e Report on the change of venue; also notes sexual assault of Aileen
3/22/78 Southeastern Times Venue Change for Sledge

Too much prejudicial pre-trial publicity




Summary of Media Coverage

FIRST TRIAL

Date

Source

Headline

5/1/78

Southeastern Times

Sledge Trial Opening Set for Today

5/2/78

The Bladen Journal

Trial Begins in Columbus County
e Little testifies that Sledge told him a white man killed the Davis Women

5/2/78

The Fayetteville Observer

Trial Opens in Bladen Slayings
e Little says Sledge revealed information about the killings before police mentioned anything
e Omega said she found the bodies?

5/2/78

The Fayetteville Times

Testimony Begins in Trial of Sledge for Bladen Deaths
e Little testifies about Sledge saying a black man wouldn’t cut victims up
e Sledge described as having shaved head and bearded chin, muscular
e SBI wouldn’t reveal what new evidence led to indictment that wasn’t found during initial
investigation

5/3/78

The Fayetteville Observer

Witness — Slain Victims She Devils
o References Baker’s testimony (hard to read); Baker says Sledge confessed to him and
sprinkled black pepper

5/3/78

The Fayetteville Times

Witnesses say Sledge Admitted Killing Two
o Contains quotes from Baker’s testimony; Baker said Sledge confessed, thought house was
empty, hit and stabbed the victims, called them she-devils and expected fire instead of
blood, sprinkled pepper so spirits could not follow him

5/3/78

Southeastern Times

Two Fellow Inmates Testify in Trial
o References Baker’s testimony; consistent with 2/15/78 interview with law enforcement

5/4/78

The Bladen Journal

Storms, J. Kelly in Sheriff Runoff

5/4/78

The Fayetteville Observer

Sledge Awaits Verdict in Trial in Whiteville
e DA Greer admits all evidence against Sledge is circumstantial
e Defense Attorney Moore questions why none of the 97 sets of finger prints nor the plaster
casts of shoe prints were presented at trial

5/4/78

The Fayetteville Times

Fate of Sledge in Jury’s Hands
e Sutton testifies that Sledge admitted to killings on 9/17/76 (*but elsewhere I've seen that
Sutton wasn’t recaptured until 9/21/76)




Summary of Media Coverage

e Moore did not put on a defense

5/5/78 The Fayetteville Observer | Sledge Mistrial Ruled
e Deadlock, 11-1 in favor of conviction
e “Bladen County Detective Phillip Little testified that the pepper can was the only object found
on the kitchen floor of the Davis house after the murder. Little said he found no fingerprints on
it so he returned the can to its original position on the floor. Little testified the pepper can
remained on the floor from Sept. 6, 1976, until Feb. 17, 1978, when it was retrieved as ‘new
evidence.”
5/5/78 The Fayetteville Times Mistrial Ruled in Sledge Case
5/8/78 The Bladen Journal Mistrial Declared for Sledge
e Sutton and Baker testified against Sledge; when mistrial was declared, he began mumbling and
smiling
5/8/78 Southeastern Times Mistrial Ordered in Sledge Case
e Jury originally reported deadlock of 10-2, but Judge sent them back for more deliberations
e After more than 8 hours of deliberations, jury hung at 11-1
5/29/78 Times-News Black Candidate Wins in Wake Sheriff Race

e Irrelevant to trial; mentions Earl Storms winning Bladen Sheriff race




Summary of Media Coverage

SECOND TRIAL
Date Source Headline
8/10/78 The Bladen Journal Sledge Trial Set August 24
e DA doesn’t believe he could seek death penalty
e “State Attorney General Rufus Edmisten re-opened the case Aug. 26, 1977, and turned it
over to the SBI with Henry Poole of the Homicide Squad and Bladen County Detective Phillip
Little in charge.”
8/28/78 The Bladen Journal Sledge Trial Started at Whiteville Monday
e References Sledge’s testimony (he didn’t testify in first trial) about stealing a car and clothes and
heading to Fayetteville
8/29/78 The Fayetteville Observer | Sledge Trial Opens in Whiteville
e DA Lee Greer said the prosecution will call a number of out-of-state witnesses and present new
evidence that wasn't in first trial
8/30/78 The Fayetteville Times Inmate — Sledge Admitted Killings
e Sutton on Sledge: “We were eating breakfast and he said (the victims) would never eat
breakfast again.”
8/30/78 The Fayetteville Times Jury Hears report of Statement by Sledge
e Jury of ten white people and two black people
e “As photographs of the bloodsoaked murder scene were passed to the jury, Sledge, who spent
most of his time slumped down in a chair, broke into a smile that turned down at the corners of
his mouth. At other times, he closed his eyes and seemed to doze.”
8/30/78 Wilmington Morning Star | Inmate Says Sledge Talked of Killings
e First day of testimony was a near repeat of testimony given during the first trial. No new
evidence was presented and no new witnesses were called.
e Donald Sutton told the jury that Sledge confessed to him while the two were having a
conversation at the Fayetteville County Jail a few days after the murder.
8/31/78 The Fayetteville Times Sledge Denies Killing Two Bladen County Women
e Sledge testifies that he didn’t go near the victims’ house and that he found out about the
murders from a newspaper in Fayetteville
8/31/78 The Fayetteville Observer | Sledge Denies Slayings

10




Summary of Media Coverage

e Sledges testifies that after escaping he was trying to find “a man” who would give him money
and legal advice and help him turn himself in after he found out he was wanted in the murders

e He wouldn’t say who the man was, only that he was “on another part of the earth”

e Article focuses a lot on Baker’s testimony

8/31/78

The Bladen Journal

Inmate Says Sledge Admitted Slayings
e New jury is all white
e Sutton says Sledge confessed to him in Cumberland Co. Jail “a few days after the murders were
discovered” (Again, when was Sutton recaptured?)

9/1/78

The Fayetteville Observer

Sledge Gets Sentences in Two Bladen Deaths
e Jury was made up of 10 white people and two black people (other article says all white?)
e Sledge maintains innocence
e Defense called two other inmates from same cell block in Cumberland County Jail who say
Sledge never confessed to Sutton and that they were with him

9/1/78

The Fayetteville Times

Sledge Convicted in Bladen Slayings

9/4/78

The Bladen Journal

Sledge Gets Two Life Sentences
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"Murder Suspect; |
_Eludes Police |

FAYETTEVILLE — An
escapee from the Bladen
County Prison Camp sought in
connection for the murder of
two women near Elizabethtown
Monday eluded police here
Tuesday in a high-speed chase.

The Fayetteville man, 32-year
old Joeseph Stedge Jr., was seen
on Pamalee Drive in a car said
to be stelen from Elizabethtown
after the double murder
Monday.

Stabbed and beaten to death
in their wood-frame house north
of Ebzabethtown were Mrs.
Josephine Davis, 74, and her
daughter, Miss Ailene Davis, 53.

Sledge allegedly abandoned
the car in the Bonnie-Doone
area of town and fled on fool.
Law enforcement officers
searched the area during the
mght, but lost the trail of the
suspect in the wooded area.

The deaths of the two Biaden
women are thought to have
occurred between midnight and
4 p.m. Monday.

Though their dresses had
been pulled up to thelr necks,
Medical Examiner Raiph
Meinhardt said a prelimenary
examination Indicated no sign
of sexual assault.
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ELIZABETHTOWN, N.C.

(AP) — The bodies of two

wornen who were murdered in
their Biaden County home Sept,
€ were exhumed for further
studies and reburied this week,
officials reported.

Superior Court Judge Glles

Clark signed the authorization
for Josephine Davis and her
daughter Aileen Davis to be ex-
humed Tuesday. The author-
lzation was sought by Dist. Atty.,

Lee J. Greer who said in an
affidavit that fingerprints and
palmprints were found in the
victims' home. The women's
prints were not obtained prior tc
burial, he said.

Also requested in the affidavit
was a determination of the
cause of death. The bodles were
examined by Dr. R. Page
Hugdson, the state’s chief medi-
cal examiner, before they were
reburied. Results were not
made publie,
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By DENN!S PATTERSON

Of The Timas Stalf

DLIZABET[[TOWN — The worn, weathered old
house is classic rural Southern — rusty tin roof,
brown plank walls, a few old chairs set on a sagging

front porch.

A short, dusty lane leads through bushes to a
small patch of clipped grass in front of the house,
and the remains of this year's garden are at the
side.’

Dried bean bushes, cabbage plants, onions mingle
with-a patch of watermelons and cantaloupes.

Across the road rs a white cinder block Church of
ter- of new.and old homes beside the

F@

: ‘See ,IOLENCE, Pnge"B :
hl"hway ‘mark ‘a commumtv that | never TiEeded to
make itself a town.

A few yards up the road from the weathered old
house workmen Wednesday “were digging two
graves in a small family burial yard.

The graves were for Mrs. Josephine Davis, 74,
and her daughter, Miss Ailene Davis, 53, who were
brutally slain in the old weathered house betueen
midnight’ and 4 a.m. Monday.

Police were still seeking Joseph Sledge Jr., an
escapee from the White Lake prison unit, for
questioning in connection with the murders. Sledge
escaped from the prison unit Sunday alterncon.

Sledge cluded Fayetteville police Tuesday after

‘high-speed chase that forced him to abandon a car

that was reported stolen Monday in Elizabethtown,
police said.

Although ‘authorities Wednesday reported a
steady stream of tips on Sledge's whereabouts, he
was not located. '

The two murder victims had been slashed and
bludgeoned almost beyond recognition, police
officials said. Bladen County sheriff John B. Allen
called it the most brutal murder he had seen in 30
years as sheriff.

Medical Examiner Ralph Memhardt sard
Wednesday that autopsres of the women revealed
that Miss Davis had been se)\ually assaulted.

Meinhardt's prehmmary exammatlon of the
women’s body Monday have revealed no evidence
of sexual assault.

Mrs. Davis and her daughter, according to area
residents, lived quietly, by themselves, and were
hardly known outside their small community two
miles north of here.

~P‘t:::‘

:\CHI‘S

" JOSEPH SLEDGE IR,
Suspcct :

"‘I rcckon “they “been hvmg there around 50,,
said J. Edgar Davis, a cousin who. -operates’
a small gas and grocery store up the road from the-
house.
““They never bothered nobody. just lived there by
themselves,” Davis said. “I'can’t understand it.”"
Davis said a family member had urged him - to
leave the tiny Bladen County community, and move
to Fayetteville, where it supposedly “ould be safer.
I told him it's already over now,” Davis said.
“This is just a quiet little place, and something like
this lsnt bound to happen more than once, and now

it’s over.’
Davis spit. another stream of tobacco juice,

adjusted his glasses and shook his head.

“You know we'd hear about this sorta thing
happening, but it was always far off somewheres,"”
Davis said with a grim, solemn tone. *Now it's right
here amongst us."

the man
with a plan..

Tuesday, Sept. 14lh Vote

COUNTY C&ﬁi’ﬁlSSl@ﬁER

Paid for by Larry Thompson
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Sledge Charged
In Armed ;l'heft

A former Fayettevnlle man who escaped from the White
" Lake prison unit in Bladen ly has been charged with the
armed robbery of a Fayeuev e man.

J;ﬁﬂ Sledﬁe Jr., A% accused of stealing $400 from
Johnny Ray Slone ff§n St. during a holdup carly
'nxesday at a rest smp on IgsteRstate 95.

¢ With the robbery was served
on him Friday alternoon@y Cunferland County deputics.

Meanwhile, Blade deputics. continued their
investigation of a doyffle Bt occurred on Monday,
shortly after Slcd;,c g fim the ‘White Lake prison

="

. dioning after the bodies of
Mrs.. Josephme D v;s, 74, andu' .daughter, .Ailene :Davis, -
57, were found in fheir farm homegdear. Elizabethtown.

B Allen and two deputies
came to Faye lee Friday o' question Sledge, along with
an agent from fhe State Buresll ‘of Investigation. g

Sledge, who'is being held in the Camberland Cotinty jail
for safekeeping, was taken fo Ellzabelhtown for several
hours Friday.

While .he was being questioned thére, Elizabethtown police
reported that they confiscated a .38-caliber revolver from a
relative of the slain woman after officers slopped him near
the courthouse.

Sledge was arresled Thursday in Dillon, S.C., and
relurned to Fayetteville after he was stopped for speeding
and jailed briefly there.

He had been the subject of a widespread search by North
Carolina authorities following his escape. At one poinl, he
eluded Fayetteville police who spotted him driving in a car
reported stolen earlier this week in Elizabethtown.

{
- %
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ELIZABETHTOWN —
Bladen County authorities
Monday continued question-
ing a prison escapee in
connection with the Sept. 9

slabbing deaths of two wom- :

en at their home near here

but made no charges in the

slayings.

remained in the Cumber-

_vijght following his capture
Thursday in Dillon, S.C. He

White, Lake prison .unit near
" here. " > e
Bladen County Sheriff
John B. Allen was in Fay-
‘etteville Monday continuing

caped Sept. ‘8 from the .

ng Death.

EP 1.4 1976

ontinues

an. investigation into the
slayings of Mrs. Josephine
Davis, 74, and her daughter,
Miss Ailene Davis, 5§3. :
The sheriff refused to -

.comment on the -investiga-
-tion or results of a’
fingerprint analysis of
- ‘articles - taken from’ the -

John Slcdti'e Jdr.. 32,.
[Ty of Fayelteville,

farmhouse of the two wornen
to the State Bureau of .

Investigationlab in Raleigh.
fand County Jail Monday ' .
‘inside thie home stabbed and :

Both women were found

bludgeonied to death. Sledge

‘has‘ been “questioned re-

peatedly: in the on-going
investigation “of "the slayings .
and has been kept in Fay-

“elteville for his own safety,

deputics said.
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Bladen Slqy:{l; N js#s Non-White -

E[,lZABEﬂl‘I‘OWN-—higﬁwrs aboul the mii - Allen was vague sboul the rumors which promoted

two Blgde_n_Coignty:?'omm haye prompted Sheriff John .  he statement and did not elaborate beyond-his
B. Allen to issuie the fellowing @atemerit: . .. -. statemnent that the ‘suspect or suspects were not white.’. ;

*'On-Sept. 6, 1976, the bodieq of Josephine and -Ailene The bodles of the two women were found on Labor
Davis -were found in their fAddence. They ‘were the » Day in the front rdom of their farm home peay
victitns of a brutal stabbing. et : Elizabethtown. . . -
- “Since ‘that-time, mumier: and -speculations Authorities have questioned a black inmate from the
have been circulated as to Jihy t be involved. To - White. Lake prison unit about .the slayings butsrio
dispel further speculatighs ‘Md to avoid further charges have been filed. s
suspicions for. -any nt persons, .the following . _Sledge escaped from the prison the day before ,the

informatlon Is béing releadfd, . womien were found. Over a tweek later, he was arrested
“‘Physical evidence ‘recovered at‘the scene of the in Dillon, S.C. i

crime, as examiried by, the :SBI laboratory, eliminates Sledge is now being held in the Cumberland County

any Coucaslan from beirig sugpect,” | . jail on charges of auto larceny and armed robbery. :
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By GREG WHITFIELD

Soecial Yo The Times ©
ELIZABETHTOWN - A
search for. relatively unusu-
al finger and: palm prints led
to the exhumation, autopsy
“and reburial ‘Tuesday of two
women. slain ‘near here
Labor Day, authorities said

Wednesday.

The effort was successful,

said Dr.: W.M. Reavis, assis- .

tant chief state medical
examiner, who _ performed
the autopsies in'Chapel Hill.
No one has been charged
with the slayings,

The women, Mrs. Joseph-
ine Davis, 74, and her
daughter  Aileen, 58, were
found b_ludgeon‘ed and
stabbed to death in their
farmhouse north of ‘here.

After 'a preliminary exam-

ination 'by  Dr." Ralph J.

Melnhardt Bladen .Counly :

ga:
tion agents dlscmered 1den-
tifiable: finger. ‘and: palm
prints - in the - Davis" home,
according to -a petition by
Dist. Atty: Lee Greer reques-
ting the exhumation.

exhumatlon
An “order allowmg the
exhurnation. was signed by’

- See BLADEN, Page 2-B..

e

Supenor Court Ju ge - Gi
Clark last: “Thursday; but the
c\humatlon :
place ‘until ‘Tuesday-and - was

‘not! reported untll Wednes-

"rl. in: lus order. :said
umation was allowed
termine <the: cause ‘of
and fo: obtain fmger-
prints jand palm impressions
to compare with: the - finger-
3

ad’ :molested

problems.'”
He said that the second

alm prints f found j

Froni_Page BT

', autopsres were in no way an
_"indication that the autopsies
“performed in Lumberton
were below standard.

“I'm sure that Dr. Thomp-
son.did {he best job he could
under tlxe cnrcumslances.

d.

After. the: women were
found slain, ‘Bladen County
authontles sought for ques-
tioning. ‘a Fayétteville man
who escaped from the \Ylule,
Lake . prison umt the
before the slaymgs '

The man — a black — was
eventually apprehended and
quesuoned ‘but “was: not

" . charged in connection: with

the slayings.
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Escapee
Is Guilsy

Theft
A pnson amate%o has

been questioned in "con-
nection with the. bludgeon
slayings last September of
two Bladen County women
pleaded guilty Monday to
stealing a car in Cumber-

land County Hours aftér the -

women were killed. "

Joseph Sledpe, 32. was.
giv ntence
Monday by Judge A. Pilston

Godwin after Sledge plead- .

ed gullty in Cumberland
County Superior Court to
stealing a car*Sept. 6 from
Lesley Crocket, a Ft. Bragg
soldier.

- Sledge- escaped Sept. 5
from the White Lake prison
unit in Bladen-County, hours
before Mrs. Josephine Da-
vis, 74, and her daughter,
Miss Axlene Davis, 53, were
stabbed and beaten to death
at their home near the
prison unit, -~

Authorities ‘have sald that

the two women .were ‘killed.

elther late Sept. 5 or early
Sept, 6. Their bodies were
not found until 4 pm. Sept.
6.

Sledge was. mdxcted by the
Bladen County Grand Jury
earlier this month on a
- charge -of -felonious escape
from the prison-unit and on a
charge of stealing a car in
Elizabethtown, the morning
of Sept. 6.

It was about 6 p.m. Sept, 6

that ‘Crocket reported his

car stolen in Cumberland

County. That Is the car

which Sledge Monday plead--
gtealing.

Fallovnng a widely publi-
cized manhunt, Sledge was
arrested Sept. 9 in ‘Dillon,
S.C., and questioned in
connection with the wom-
en’s deaths. However, no
one has been charged in

connection with lheir d

slayings.

In another case Monday,
Godwin sentenced. handed” a
four-year sentence to
Charles E.' Taylor, 23, of
100-P Layton Drive, after
Taylor pleaded pguilty to
felonious larceny.
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AUG X1
Sentenced

By GREG WHITFIELD .
Special To The Times
ELIZABETHTOWN — A
former Fayetteville man
was handed a.six- to eight-
year sentence Wednesday
for escaping from the White
Lake prison unit last year.

Escapee
17

’ s ., 33, was
‘handed the sentence by
Superior -Court Judge Fred
T. Hasty .of Charlotte after
Sledge. pleaded guilty . '

Sledge escaped from. the
prison Sept. 5, the day
before an elderly Bladen
County woman and -her
daughter were stabbed and
bludgeoned ‘to death in their
farmhouse.

Bladen County sheriff's
deputies have questioned
"Sledge in connection’ with
the slayings of Josephine
Davis, 74, and Ailene Davis,
53.

Sledge also pleaded guilty
Wednesday to ‘stealing a car
in Elizabethtown the day of
the women's deaths.

:Hasty gave Sledge a four-
year sentence for car theft.
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Bladen Deaths

7. ELIZABETHTOWN-The State Bureau of Investigation's
_hew ‘homicidé squad has been ordered into the investigation
“of the ‘brutal’ slaying of two Bladen County women:last Labor
Day. - ) L .
Attorney General Rufus Edmisten issued the order Friday
afternoon that-the special squad would help -investigate the
- slayings.of Josephine. Davis and her daughter, Aileen Davis.
‘They. .were: found beaten and stabbed:.to-death .in their

P

- had been sexually assauited. - . ;

- .Edmisten said he .had- asked' Max Bryan. chief of the

+- homicide;squad. to head the renewed investigation.

Edmisten said. *Local law enforcement agencies have
~wortked :very- well with the SBI in.this case, and.I'm very
.-optimistic of :a successful investigation-of the murders."

+ No one has ever been arrested. in connection with the

. murders, although rewards have been -posted .in connection.

. With the slayings. g - :
i An inmate who escaped from, the ‘White Lake Prison Unit
. .the day. before the murders, Joseph: Sledee-of Fayetteville,
.:was a suspect in the slayings. but was never 'charged ‘with
them. He has.been convicted of -escape and has been
returned to the prison system._* L, :
_Sheriff John- B.. Allen said Friday after Edmisten's
..announcement, “'This was the -most brutal killing I've ever

,"Seen during my:entire 31 years as sheriff."

gmall:farm house just:north -of here. The:younger woman
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By DEWEY BRUCE

Observer Correspandent

. ELIZABETHTOWN — The Bladen County Grand Jury
has been ordered to meet Thursday to consider new

evidence -in -the’ Lahor Day 1976 slaymgs of Josephine
exrTrTTT—d

and Aileen Davis. -

n Tuesday, oseph Sledge of T Fayettevdle was moved
from Central Prison where he is an inmate to Bladen
County jail.

Law enforcement officers would not comment on the
move, buf it apparently means Sledge is agam the
prime suspect in the murders.

At the time of the murders; Sledge who hnd escaped'
from -the White ‘Lake prison unit. the day-hefore the -

- slayings, had been: hunted as a suspect.

Sledge was later captured, but -no .charge was ever
filed against him in regard to the Bladen murders. He
was later convicted of auto theft and escape. He has

been in Central Prison in Raleigh for the past several

months.
The murders were baffling to law enforcement offi-

cers who, despite an intensive mvestlﬂatlon, were un-
able to get evidence necessary to charge a suspect.

Last August, Stale Attorney General Rufus Edmisten
ordered the newly organized homicide unit of the State
Bureau of Investigation into the case. B

Last week Max Bryan, specnal operatmn' 'supervxsor'
for the SBI, announced that the unit had uncovered new

‘evidence that would make an arrest possible: within a’
~short time.

“We are confident we have our ‘man,” Bryan said,.
“and -we feel we can get a suspect mdu:ted w1thm a.
matter of weeks.” .

The ‘order to convene the county’s grand jury was
signed Tuesday by Superior Court Judge D.B. Herring
Jr. The time was set for Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
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Prisoner Indicted

By DEWEY BRUCE
Observer Carrespondent
ELIZABETHTOWN — Bladen County Grand
Jury, after meeting in special session for less
than ‘two hours Thursday, returned two true
bills' of indictment for first degree murder
against Joseph Sledge JIr., 34, from Fayelte-
ville. ) B .
Sledge, long a suspect in the Labor Day 1976
. murders of Mrs. Josephine Davis, 75, and her
daughter, Aileen Davis, 57, of Elizabethtown is
being heldIn Bladen County jail without hond.
The jury returned the bills against Sledge
after hearing evidence presented by Bladen
County sheriff's detective Phillip Little and
State Burcau of Investigation special agent
Henry Poole.
Last week, SBI officers promised an arrest
in connection with the murder case. Sfate

n Bladen Sla

FEB.24 1978

-Attorney General Rufus Edmisten ordered the

SBI's special homicide squad to enter the case
last August.

Shortly after the murders were discovered,
Bladen Sheriff John B. Allen said Sledge was
the prime suspect and that it was the worst
slaying he had seen in over 30 years as sheriff.

Sledge had been serving a sentence for
breaking and entering and receiving stolen
property at the White Lake prison unit about
five miles from the murder scene. He escaped
from that unit about 4 p.m. the day before the
killings and was apprehended in Dillon, S.C.,
three days later. .

After his flight from Bladen County; Sledge
was also convicted of auto larceny and escape.

Sledge was returned to Bladen County Tues-
(See BLADEN, Page 2A)

-Bloden True Bills
(Continued from Page 14)

day from Central Prison in Raleigh where he
had been transferred from the Caledonia Unit
for medical treatment.

The bodies of Mrs. Davis and
were lound on the flaor in the

her daughter
front room of

their home about a mile north of Elizabethtown
Sept. 6, 1976, by a relative. Their throa(s had.
been cut and their bodies were severely- beat-,
¢n. The' Younger “woman had. been ‘séxualb"

rassaulted,

Officers Thui'sda)"

declined to reveal what

new evidence led them to ask for the indict-

ments.
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-Bladen Shenff

2 211976

'Offers Reward

: ELIZ 'BETHTOWN—The Bladen County ‘sher: ;;
" iff has’ [{ered a, personal reward. of $1000 for !
. information.. in. .connnection with the double: ;|
- slayings:on Labor Day of an elderly woman and, ’
* her daughter hiere. RN

1 Sheriff John B. Allen xssued a statement :
" Monday saylng He would pay ‘the" -Suin, “for .

- information 1 dmg to the arrest of.the’ person Qar.i-

. -persons conngi¥ed with the’ lnlhngs of Josephme_;.-,
and Aleen Digisg ° .
) The two wineleWere found lymg on theu' front 4
“room floor. TEHY Yad been beaten and stab'heﬂ to:
death. i\ S
Allen said, :- i .' attempted to get the state to -
post a rewa), in connection with the kilhngs but -

.. had_not been “able ‘to do. 50; theret‘ore; He. was’
. pogtingif personzlly. ‘L
Thelshe;\fﬁf gaid a prime su5pect ini the slaymgs_
" remyih¥[bdéph’ Sledge Jr., an inmaté’at White!
* + Lake-Pigot 1mit who escaped the day béfore the .
- muitdersy SIedge is now in "Fayetteville - charged
. with” auto larceny and robbery there, and .is °
. charged here- wjth auto larceny-and escape. -

FYSPY ¥ XSV W T D

-
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B B A
In Deaths

Special To The Times

BLIZABETHTOWN — A
wtal  of $3,50 has- been
posted f(or information lead-
ing to the arrest and convic-
tion of whoever stabbed and
bludgeoned to  death Lwo
women near here Sept. 6.

According te Bladen
County  Sheriff John B.
Allen. Gov. James E. Hols-
houser Jr. advised him late
Vednesday  afternoon  that
the state has posted a §2,500
reward for information in
the murders of Mrs. Joseph-
ine Davis, 74, and her
daughter, Miss Ailene Da-
vis, 33.

Earlier, Sheriff Allen had
posted a $1,000 reward in the
case.

The (wo women were
foundl staubbed, beaten and
bludgeoned to death inside
their  farmhouse,  located
about two miles north of
[lizabethtown on N.C. 242,
Allen  said  the double
slaying was “'the most bru-
tal murder I've ever seen
since 've been sheriff.”

A Fayelleville man  who

escaped [rom the White
Lake prison unit the day
Lefore the murders. Joseph
Sledge Jr.. 32, has been
questioned  in - connection
with (he murders. le is
being held in  Cumberland
Counity Jail for security
reusons.
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ICLIZ.-\.BE’I’IITOWN-LalenL fingerprints
and palmprints found i the home of two
slain women were offered as the reason for
exiviming their Lodies fpr further tests and
autopsies, according Lo Fn affadavit filed by
District Altorney Lee JfGreer,

Greer said in the Gaffiiavii accompanying
the order for requy itingg

the eshumation of
the hodies (hiat infthe &urse of a murder
#ation  thefproge

; sice..of identifjable
fingerprifts ;M
g HS ity

fingerprints of the viclims are essential for
comparison with the latent palm and
fingerprints found al the crime scene and
without these it would ba nearly . impossible
to solve the erime.” i
The affidavit said that the bodies should be
exhumed (o determine the exact cause of
death,, )
“Before burial,” the adlfidavit states, “the
values of the prints ang serapings were not

L Hng fil. y [Jh’nprints were  jorseeable ang vhile inked impressions (of
ownd - the hgmeSof Hosephing and Aleen (e vietimy' palms and fingers) were made
Jivis 4 ] they were not identificanle,”

] The bodies were seng to Chapel Hill for
County .‘;iha*rif,{}Y John B. Allen requested that aulopsies by Dr, R, Page Hudson, the state's
tie bodies of Mrs, Davis and her daughter be chief medica] examiner, :
exhumed. The order wWas signed Friday by The order also required that the FpI take
residest Superior Court Judge Giles Clark; proper finger and palmprints of the viclims.
and the exhumation teok place Tupsdzy. © O The bedies were retiirned to their graves
The two women werg bruza”_v slain in their imm-_ﬂdfaw!y after (ha tests performed and

District .-U}‘:urncy Greer ang Bladen

home nsar here Jast Labor Day.

Tdentifiable finger and palmprints and
fingernail serapings  and parings were not
eblained from the bodies of the vietims prior
to burial, the affadvait suid.

The aifidavit states: that the lodies were
not Xeraved and (he angle and depth o
wounds  suffered by the victing were not
detereminied. :

The affidavit says that

“pzzlmprints and

the samples (aken, A

After the murders were discovered ‘g
Fayetteville man who had escaped from thie
Wiiite Lake Prison  Unit was. sought as a
suspect in the slayings. He has been
apprehended, but has not been charged with
thi deaths.

Rewards totaling <3500 have been posted
for  informaiion leading to the arrest and
cenviction of the killers, :
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ttedly Identlesl lo 2 lentative A new slrike-relaied layofts sere 1;‘.
cowwent reached earller thix weck annagneed Thursday, the White House
 Fitishurg & Midway Coal MicIng  stepped up the pressure on the BCOA

(v rrd the w3lkout, )
lals werr hopeful the .
2ty mlght be rosdy to glie i ; Carter met with theee coal-atale
aion’s “hallom [oe™ canre o0 gavemary, all af whom emerged from
orils the White llouse urging the Industry
ln gccopt the miners' laleat offer —
Vothink ' dn the death -vsr oo wnen ™ gL e —the sy — S
«v " <ald ane officlal. game In town,™ : é‘
T

The Senate, taking time out from ity
dedate an the propaied Panama Canal
treaties, set aslde an hour today It
discuss the strike.

o the Senale, Majority Leader Rah.
v Ryrd and Jennlngs Randeink,
v Demacrals from eoal rich
wmtia, <aid they wree hnprl.,l
stlement will be reached ¢
'l'!ln\.

And White Hause cpeclal trade ne-
- ¢ntlator Rabert S. Strausa repartedly
was meellng with major sleel com-
. panles ‘ownlee caplive coal mines.
“* tiyleg lo oersuade them la break with
the RCNDA snd accepl 2 conlract
reached Indegendently by the UMW
and ane campany.

tles.

fzam lhase af scme of the smaller
nirmbers gnd “they are blg encugh
12 do whal we've been dolng ca their
own,” Mills sald.

1t by hil, the Carter =d
heen seading the cesi
s-ate In recenl d:
TV cantract  demanrds er Bo
ared for peesidentlal Interventlan
- hitter strike.
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Mhin, Eleete(Citle<” of
T chnuld pay (e 858
“tor Electr!Cliles w
€ nat 3 member thic ’hc:‘ -

Tred  Mills, on  Elects At fot the effect PWC's fallure to
cekesman, called PWC's ¢ © par the $53.000 In dues would have

i, oa ElectriCltfes’ budgcl. Mills ssid It

“I'm snrry ihey decided in : ild nol 6¢ "very hiappy newa 1o
Adeaw. i IS been peadi : budet, but we'll Just have to It
tene and reslly had no i ‘fags In aa best we can.”
hat Fayetteville desired ¢ Although Fayetteville hss been 2
«rember,” he sald. wrmber of ElectriCltles sime Its

Horsuse pWC Is the far; ; :
their probieme sre doi-s
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returned (o Bladen County. (Photo by
Dewey Bruce)

INDICTED—Joseph Sledge, right, I3 es- -
corted by delective Phil Little as he Is

e,

e e ST

(See PWC QUITS, Page 3A)

___ Prisoner Indicted
n Bladen Slayings

: B’y DEWEY BRUCE -
. Reerror Corretoandtal
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ELIZABETIHTOWN — Bladen County Grynd
Jury, afler meeting I8 speclal seaslon for less
than lwo bours Thurtday, relurned two troe
bty ol bdktment for first - degree morder
against Joseph Sledge Jr., 8, from Feyette

ville.

Sledge, bong & $edpect i the Labor Day oo
murders of Mre. Josephine Davls; 18, sod ber

after Mearlng evkdence ‘presented by Blades
Counly sherilfs delectlvd Phillly Litthe and
Stale Buresy d lnmll:(atm spec!al st

!leuy
“La8t week, SBI emcm bmnlsed on atrest

last August.
Shorlly after the murders were discevered,
Bladen Sheriff John B. Aller sald Sledge was

“the prime swwpect and that K was ibe worst

slaying ke had seen In ever 29 years as sherf(T.
Slede had been srving 2 sealesce for

Breaking and enterlng and receiving stefen

property ot the White Lake prirea waht sbowt

mmanders, duughier, Aflves Davls, 51, of Elizabethiven ks the merder scene. He escaped
it belng beld In Bladea Cotty Jafl without beod. ,‘:;';,,“;,1? .,,"ﬁ",w U pi. Be day bebore the
*rn. Ro The hary retumed the bills dgalnst Stedee priings god was sppeehended b DBk, S.C.,

three dayt Latee.
Alter bis Mght from Bladen County,

33 abcceavkitdormehmuadm()ls

Stedze was n&unﬁbﬁh&ﬂwﬁ ~
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ﬁudg@ Moves

Iy DEWEY BRUCE

Observer Corresnenyent

FLIZABETHTOWN — A
‘Lh.-nve of venue was ordered
Monday in (he trial of Joseph
Sledge Jr., charged with two ™
“counts of first. dLL,rvL murder.

The trial, schedulud for
May 1, has hoen moved from

Bladen Superior Court (o
Columbus  County  Superior
Courl.

Sledge is charged with the
Sept. 6, 1976, slaying of
Josephine Davis, 75, and her

21

Jdughtcr, “Aileen David- Da-
vis, 97,
Bladen

Superior  Court

Judge Giles Clark of Elizabe-
(hiown issued the order moy-

ing (he trial afier defense
.lllurnc\ Rubin L. Moore Jr.
argued that publicity surroun-
dm" the case would make it
impuzsible for Sledge to get a
Iair trial here.

At the hearing Judge Clark
agreed that the case had re-
ceived  exiensive  publicity
and allowed the motion for
change of venue. He orriered

Sledge Trial

the selection of a 33-member
venire: from Columbus County’
to hear the case. :

Sledge, an escapee from
While Lake prison unit. at the
time of (he murders, was
indicted  Feb, 23 by the
Bladen Grand Jury in con-
nection with the slayings. e
is now being held in Bladen
County Jail ~without hond.
Prior to his recent indictment
he was serving an eight-year
sentence for auto larceny, es-

¢ape, receiving stolen goods
and hreaking and enteting.
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Sledge
Granted
Venue

MAR 21 78 §

Change

. Upecinl To Tflf!Tiﬂl!:i

ELIZABETHTOWN. —
The trial of Joseph Sledge
dr.,  charged  with  the
slaying ol two  Bladen
County wamen, will he
moved to Whiteville, c-
cording 10 an order signed
by Bladen Superior Courl
Judge Giles Clark.,

Judge Clark — in order-
ing the change of venue —
acled alter defense aitor-
ney Rubin L. Moore Jr.
argued (hat publicily sur-
rounding the case would
make it impossible for
Sledge to get a fair trial
here.

Al the Monday hearing,
Clark agreed that the pre-
trial publicity in Bladen
Counly “could present a
problem, and ordered ihe
change of venue.

Airoescapee  from  the
White Lake prison unii al
the fime of the Sepi. ¢,
1976, murders, Sledge was
indicted Feb. 23 by the
Bladen  County  Grand

Jury in connection wiih - |

the slayings of Josephine
.00, and her daugh-
ter, Aileen David Davis,

He is currently being
held in Bladen County Jail
without hond.

Sledge was serving an
ecight-year  sentence  for
aute larceny. escape, re-
ceiving stolen goods and
breaking and  entering
prior ta the recent indici-
ment.
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tonday

THIS IS THE SCENE where two Bladen
Courty wormen _wars found dead Morndcy.
Virs. Jaucmn Davit, 74, ord ker cough-
tar, Allesr, 57, were Both found bludgecned
o 2eoth 93¢ Iylng in the front rozm floar
i+ &f their tium-resm hame Werday. The

Erotal slaylrg,s lounehes 2 meostive man-

hunt for Josegh Slegge, Jr., 32, block

.1'

 male, on._escopee from th
- Prison Unit. Sledge’is wunt : 2
ing onty conurnlnq the. ncldcnt. Ho wa:,}

e Davisar

rep

T odaw

l\'m

of rt‘— bav:s

242 dead.

The home w215 ¢
h‘

arrival oo the so fzu
A prison iamate who escaped
from the White Lake Prison

Unit Sunday 15 belng sought
for questiomng only h con-
nection with the deuble mur-
ders.

The inmate, 32-year-old Jo-
seph Sledge, Jr. of 865 Orange

Street, Fayeltevillewas rcpor(--

ed missing from the campabout
4 p.m. Surday. ‘Prison officials
said_ that Sledge's trall was
followed by bloodhounds Inthe
direction of _the Davis ' home
until about,9:30 p, m. Sunday.

According to the sheriffrs
department, a 1362 Chevrolet
was stolen in Elizabthtown

Plans Okayed

. Blader County may on the
right road to tullding its own
county library buildi

For New

Chung presented his plan for
the new building to the comm-
|

The county Board of Comm:
issioners Tuesday approved a
$1,000 expznd“ure forarchitect
fees to draw plans for a new
county library building. That

- bullding-wll Le constructed {(

federal funding -of nearly one
half millien dollars Is realized,
Selection. of-a slte for the
new. . bullding was not made
Tuesday,
Several sites were consider-

. ed by the county-Library Board

*(th the txo nicst likely belng
{he C. C. Clark’home on Broad
Street.‘In “ Elfzabettitown and a
vacant 'l [ bchlnd the past off-

reportedly missing from the unit be

focoted on W, C. 242, lwa mifes north of
E]lznlulhtown

"fee b

u.’:l'k bame and pro- .

| p: m.and 4 p. m. Sunday. The home Is - Jgeitles would: cost the: county

$100,600 while the Thomas pro-
mr() Would cost $40,000 acc-
:Cnun!, Librarfag, J:u

lo Mrs. Je‘aelj_

| S Tuesday saying that
Blatlen was opcntlng on abaut
1710 of the mational average
of spare for a county this size.
He sald that the new building
would have 4t least 10,000 feet
of smce which s (ill shorl

:Lv:s‘ SIIZIV-
T loches, 130
-cm—vmcer_ de

tkem

14. Thers

. La-
vere Lu.e: ‘0 chtfx-
C:ne—.u Hospital for
1!4(0?"‘194.

Skeriff John B. Allen said
the killings were the worst
herd ever seen 13 his entire
30 years as sheriff. He re-
quested agents {rom the SBI
to fein the investigation !ate
Meoday night.

A son - la- law, Bill
tiales, the deoad en's
closest_neighbor, said Tuesday
that Mrs. Davis was at his -
home as late as 10:30 p.m.
Surnday. He said that his wife
returned from churchabout that
time and teok her mcther home, -

Hales stated that his sister-
In-law, Miss Alleen Dayis, was"
at the Davis residence when-.

SEE ESCAPEE ON PAGE T\\'O:.

Library

of the national average of same
16,000 feet.

The present facllity is locat--
ed In the tasement nrmccounly
courthouse. g

Application for'a S-IJO 000,
FDA Grant to the fedaral gov--

SEE "PLANS ON PAGE TWO

" Bladenboro Man
Charged ‘With Rape

Danny /Ponkfe Skipper; 30,
of Bladenboro
with the second degree |
Smn Johnson ‘West

beenc! rged i

allegedly. uccurrcd c-:lrly lha(
He
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Escapee
70 . 'g
from p “8e %

ner mother arriveqy. |

Dr. Ralph Meinhg g |
examiner, set th, 'EF“Q
about 4 a.m. \u)ndae. e‘l&

Meinhardt, throuf.h &
ary tesis, lndxcated tr
was no evidence gf Se

estation. However, ¢y
wo*ﬂen were half clot

- found.

No apparent motjve 5.
ed through the sherlﬁ,s
tigation since more §
was found in the home
the killings, ‘

-Two rifles werea
ed undisturbed by
the home.

Sheriff Allen said i
seemed to be out
but, a murder wea
to be found. - ,

It is believed,
a kltchen knife
used in- the sIaymgs

. " The car reporte_'
" “in- Elizabethtown M
- found by Fayettevill
':Tuesday mght
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elderly Bldden\fCountv wom-
- an and her - daughler were
discovered - :stabbed and
bludgeoncd to ‘death in the
living room of their farm-

" house near ‘here Monday
afternoon.

not discovered untll,_'4

f ‘Wg?}’mﬁ

7 ‘1»97

murder I've ever seen since

I've been sheriff in'" Bladen

County, and I've been sher-
iff for 30 years,” Allen said.

An escapee from the
White Lake prison unit was

- being sought late Monday

night for questioning in
connection with the
slayings, a spokesman for
Allen said.

He was identified as
Joseph Sledge Jr., 32,

bee
)

From Page 1A

1 Daughter

d in Home

ormerly of 865 Orange St.,

v Fayelteville, .
“This 'is the most brulal

Sledge es caped from the
prison -uit“at ‘4’ p.m. Sunday,

:~where he was imprisoned on

three counts of escape, the
spokesman said.
The escapee was de-

“scribed as black with a

reddish complexion who
stands 3-foot-7 and weighs
about 150 pounds.

The discovery of the
slayings was made-by Mrs.
Omega Hales, another of

See BLADEN, Page 2-A

ﬁgﬂen

Mrs. Davis' daughters who
was the closest neighbor to

the women's five-room . .

house about two ‘miles.rortit -,
of Elizabethtown on. N.C.

bodies.. L
beyond - recogniti on; dcputl
es said. They had. also been
bludueoncd depulies said.

“Their ‘dresses had been
,\nullcd up o their: ‘necks. but

27 z-»non ghowe 1

i :rs_\shmce -S4

‘Ralph
<ithat 4 prel(:iml :

; s ual molesta
S Sheriff- Allen:
?.m\nddv cailed ”
‘Bureau. of: ln"

p
linked’ to” thé slavmga were
not - found* “at ‘the ‘women's

‘front:-door ‘when discovered,

the'said:
Allen said “he had.*'no idea

‘room ‘bore.signs of "a” fierce!
slrug,gle The 'body~of - one:
'woman _-was.; blocking the:

house. Allen said.

The women's bodies were
cent to Southeastern Gener-
al Hospital in Lumberton for

autopsy. deputies said.

000161



PO

. -ad11sd JO SIUN0D anoj pue Auadey pie
Juiiajuo ‘Supyealsq Joj Wiy B Suatos sem d8pals
© -giuout sy 3je] el udq pey uosuaija1dde ou
g dn wiy xaid 0 partofe alam adrjed a[paonaded
“Suuow styj A[nAsYRAey Ul UIIS A[pojtodal udaq
pey 25palS jey: OS{e pius udjly Jeo Jejiuus o Juianp
23po|S sem Apusdedde oym utw € UdRS pey Juuduies
joyl paedal sem 9) o] (W) POS uwjy  PUNS
: . CUAIS OO TAOIAND)
updadl gogT Jay poartodos umeyaguzifd ul Funisia sew
oM B[IANIM JO uosdwoy, Zufl fuuaow Aupuoiy
-Agpuojyl “wre | pue Aepung Hupw
usamjaq PalIND0 Syjeap 3yl pies jpJequii -
’ -Aepung ‘urd 6 Jnoqe pauopurqe
sem aseyd ayl -ples JJaoys ay) ‘awoy staed

a2 :

a1} Jo uondAp Ay u spuniojpoolq Aq paseyd sem
a}] ‘uoousaje Aepuug jum uostid 3y AaYM 3Y) wolj
padeasa *Sutuonsanb Joj Afuo pajucm st oym ‘adpals

' ; ‘ples JJLIoys
ayy ‘punoy sem s3utfels ay ul pasn uodeam ON

*pagJmsipun
Apuaaeddu *asnoy oyr Wl puRDj OS|C LM SO OM,
DSMOY DY UL PUne] Sem ANW ples OF PSRN
oq POy SHALIS Oyl J0j dADOUL ou plaE wagV
“woyrdsaaur oy (s diai o) toneiinsoau]
jo nuaingl 2MIS Y| ur pajud oY JIIdYY
“pres ud|V ‘2kg "O'N U0 ummiaqezly Jo yilou sajiu
oM} JNOGE JWOY 1U00J-DAY Su3wom 3 o} Joqydlau

(Vi 3884 WoJ) panw}uo))

s viey v
B S,

te.

=

sispinyy uspolg uj {ybno c% _

v
"

LSS "Joyydnep’ Jay; pus: b 'SIAR

PaAIRDAL. PRY-. 3

zumE..s._....wm. ....:. ,umvu_m.;.. o[ Supyaas st Eu.Et.wnwu .

&g +

3(A- ayy-Yj-auiEp

o) 161591, B04GB,0° U Gaigiot dyinga, oo
;Y idiey vaq “Syoou diaify o, (h poinidiuang priy sasssp

N3yL, “uoipjuliosas puOARY’ paibjIni” sojpog 1AMy
pue 09 USDq PEY: uaWOA 9Y)-Jo S0 JYY piEs US|V
O . i8XEaA o doj.Jj140Ys. 1iddq AA,| pue

[

funod. n%m_“m“ Uy J)i5iR 003g ARy | vauis ubas AAL
JOPINW [BINIY 150U DU 5| S[YL,, 'PIES VALY JHOUS

) ; _'Blaeq 'sAiy Jo.Joqyiinep Joyjote.
Aq -Aepitoly 'twd  jrogy’ punoj dsom salpdq . Jleyf -
§ i " Bujgsoiu

0) pauoadpniq pue paqqers add

.ﬂ..ruzc._z.»_.su asay Teat. swoy wie) §

| feuy ol 0y Jefiws
y3 Aepuojy siiodad
Tes: 3LV HuaysS
RPN T ALY 2 s - SUJEDA;

REESES X

.Eomﬁ__m. up uajols. 3:&2..

deo e Jurajap: uaas. se

S ples. waly' ‘g uyop ‘juByS Awno) uapelg
. .  -F “iisluom AjunoD uapejg omy jo
Suife|s: [eInq BY) YIiM UOKIUUOD I JUNYUELL DASSEW
B J0193(Go 3ij} SI Jed udjojs B SinAlp o 0} pasdaq
st pue Aepung jun uosud ajeT A Ay woly: p3ded
-59 oym -uelll d[enafed V—NMOLHLIUVZITA

TUPOUOHALIOD 18AI0IR0 .

© 30NUd-AUMAQ 4g :

‘uspo|g u]
gLk 43S
“siopanyy u

yBnog uoyy

000162



R R LU

‘HOUYES 99§)  Aq; pajusA’ st ‘Aepung UC. ese.m%.ﬁsdh e Supedn  S.JIeYs

' dosud oNeT oYM -/ -s3All oﬁm wm& mmss%a ‘g
padeose oum .omE,m_

.mmuS .::Emm

mEmE
u

: : i ..hmﬁ pies aorjod

..o.am o " Jeal m:Su:ﬁmh .aam cmmmw_m._ Sem uguwl. w.&ﬁ Eae
: .E:em..:omm_.comn -PEY - oy} g B0ndudsap: 5,23pals .Eo...mﬁ m.EgSm._ Ry Lol maE»ﬁS%mEm
*‘aAfndng 3yy Jo uondiorop: poyy Oy -pleasinog Sderg - ,_...,assﬂicsémcs 61 J0' Ininejy Sewoyy, Aq
But, tio. trgur m.% v.&_ua mussn%h. -dwoyy, [Szey Aq umojyaq  PauMO.“ed. - woJy” Juiow
: " Kepsang, :m?um”..nutoﬁ._

aqed amswo:,. e 3 ;.:mu.

i .msma. Ry
.ﬂnw: p. I3y pue; ‘pL: ‘Seq:
STy 30 SUIAE[S,.

E.:.o:wasp 10}

31104’ s.s:m,.._a_z g ugor Jjisig: ate Ry Wwoiy

Ezsm Em?:E mﬁ. Unojyjaqesi|d “Jeau awoy aY)- je ABPUON . palny

[T .9::& ‘ugwos oM} Jo m:o ‘10 %S ayy mSEE .ﬂm_qu Juaw

uam.maqu.
243M  §740]

<jo Bsoy inq mmum_w yoed
i 3 mwoa,.

._Em.wouo_....mps.

. .padum{ a83pajg asoym- ‘3l
<heyg JO yuou edle’ moq.
-wI0y' 3y} ut P3nS - uosuyop
. ]0 pua ‘peap B 0jU0 :1BD
i vo_ﬁsq.mn.uam AMM :

usﬂ.&m, oym
ENGY

Kepsany, asetp
E&mﬁa e mE%:E ERl|
-od p3pn[d -ouM" 3fj1aa)jake,d
woyy’ ‘Fadedsa’ uosud B: J0]
ABpO} YoJeas YY)’ panufjuod
SIJ0 JURLIROI0JUS Meq

suoany jyerg wodd -

435~
S8} pes

mm&cuﬂ

m 25 uma unm.._ao By Eo.a :

:..S:m feg .

_wm:E.m:mu.

~

v

!
Bl




o ‘drs. .msznhine Davis and her dough
ter, Silesn Davis, /2 The two women,
wtie lived. olone, werz found biudgeoned

to ‘death about 4 p. m. Monday in their
home just two miles north of Elizabeth-
town on N. C. 242. The puppy was taken
to a relative’s home where he received
care and food.
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Inmates Lodge

3

Complaints lodged by inmates
at the White Lake Prison Un-
ft were dnswered Tuesday by

. -the unit's llend Captain C.L.
" Sparkman,

The complaints were Issued
Monday to The Bladen Journal
in Elizabethtown.

The list of grievances was
headed with a statement say-
ing- inmates there were {n need
of the general public’'s help.

The statement said fhat in-
mates -at the unit could not
get help from the administrat-
ion and that the inmates were
concerned over the greal num-
ber of escapes.

‘Sparkman sald late Tuesday
that “the unit had. experienced
‘1l escapes during -June, July
and August of this year-and that
3 had escaped during Septem-
ber thus far.

He blamed the mixed popul-

" ation of both felons and mis-,

. Community
Bulletin

NOT THE SAME
., Clarence (Bill) Hall Jr. Reg.
Land Surveyor of Elizabethtown
is not the Clarence Hall Jr.,

listed in District Court News

last week for larceny.

- HOMECOMING SET Al

CLARKTON METHODIST
The Clarkton.United Metho-
dist Church will have its home-
coming ' services ‘on Sunday,
September 19. The District Su-
perintendent, Rev. J. A. Au-
man will be.the guest speaker
for the day. He will conduct
a special Sunday School hour

at 10:00 a. m. including the use .

of mm and: discussions con-

cerning .the \hork of the church o

' “schaol.

The homecommg messagej ere

. will.be delivered:by Rev. Au-
man “atthe: gular worsmp
service after: which a: picmc
lunch ‘will be served on the
grounds at 12:30.

demeanors and the law rorthe
number of escapes at the un-
it.

Sparkman sald that the law
required that no honor prison-
er, whether felon or not, be
allowed to serve time in a
medium custody unit and when
felons served their time in
such units, they were shipped
here to White Lake's unit, which
is a2 minimum custody unit,
he said.

The captain said that pri-

soners wore the same color
clothing and guards could not
distinguish between felons and
misdemeanors. He said that
a puard who fired upon and
injured a misdemeanor prison-
er was subjected to prosecu-
tion under the law.
* The list, which descri-
bed general conditions accor-
ding to the inmates, apparent-
ly was prompted by the re-
cent alledged belief that an
escaped inmate was connected
with two murders here in Bla-
den County.

However, no connection has
been made between the escapee
and the killings® of Josephine
Davis, 74, ‘and -her’ daughter,
Aileen. Davis,
found dead in their home:late
‘Monday of last week. '

Sparkman said that the unit’s

escape record was low acc-

“ ording to other units of com-
parison. He said that the gen- .

eral public was not aware of

the law and .many are of the.
. .opinion that.a guard: is at lib-

erty to stop a prisoner at \\11]

The list safd that. inmates
had to wear used shoes which
transferred foot dxseases. To

- this, Sparkman replied that Te-

using - shoes, - especially those

which: -were: not, accordmg ta

At-'3:00 p. m.-the’ annual " server
charge conference will beheld ' “m

with Rev. Auman presndln
public is cordtally iny

) SCHOOL _BOOKS K

58, who  were. -

i,;_v}omplalnts On
{Pnson COndltIOIlS

leftovers, but, they did not have

" to eat the leftovers.

On adminstration, the griev~
ance -list, said that the cap-
tain came onto the prison yard
only twice 2 year and that
the shift sergeant was onlythere
part of the time. It also said
that the sergeant was not ali-
owed to use his power.

Sparkman clearly recognized
that the unit was short of per-
sonnel. He said that the whole
state department of corrections
was short of staff membersand
implied that funds also were
scarce.

He said that he had only
3 officers per shift to guard,
deliver inmates to their work
release sites and control the
unit. He said that during 2
normal shift of 8 hours, on-
ly two guards protected the
unit during 4 of those hours
with the third guard taking in--
mates to their work release:
sites.

Sanitation was listed in the

SEE [NhiATB OY\' PA(?E T'\\'Q
Patrol
Report

Trooper C.P. Lewis of the

State Patrol reports that Van-

David Cain of Elizabethtown
was. attempting to make 2 left
turn: off rural road 1700 on the
first oISep(emberwhen another
car operated by John Albert
Smith of Elizabeth, N. J. ran
into him while pulling arcund

. the Cain car, ;

The Cain dr was knocked,

accordmg to the trooper, some.
0ES. 47 feet into a tree while the
.- Smith - car. traveled on for 121

o injuries were repo—ted

= however, damages came to$"

.500, -
Smith was charged with DUI

" and‘a passing violationplus, an

unsafe movement violation.
The. accident occurred just

0 . - south ‘of Elizabethtown. 2
: ,A"ped_es;nan, Ripley McKoy

,-Clarkton,. was' struck

by a-,&r operated by ‘Michael - -
- Shaw of Elizabethtown'last Sat- = -
‘urday mght 4.7 miles east oi‘_ iy

. .'SEE PATROL ON PAGE TWO'
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from page . one

A
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bty

i L
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Q

m ‘r 4

rork clothing as

Uc
i1

groblemo .
r’thaz only one.
[othing was allowed
. Sparkman said that -
rere L,gzagrted to re=

et i @rﬂworkandput,'

2-cles '; from their lock- -

f 2id that most_would

- wear- aﬁfﬂ" ‘¢lear sef of upi~

B f@rm, ’m’x oo hf:lf job site -
the next day getting them dirs

: iy.. Ee ﬁ.‘ﬁ_ tﬁat the mmates.i[

the mmates SO badly how C&ﬁ.

they account for all.the pro- -
grams now bemg admlmstered |

Sparkman refer red to work
release, 6 hour passes and-72
~ hour home visits. He said that
~a man just..arriving at the
unit was put~on the road squad
_before he earned a 6 hour..
. pass. He said that the 6 hour .
~pass was given only after o
: quahfled person signed the in-
. mate out.: He' said that work
~ release was a great privilege -
~ and an inmate really earned;j.,f*
_such status |
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Sheriff Says -

@
Vol 89No. My wreqm ceceupen o 'Y 7 IZABETETOWN, N, C. 28337 THURSDAY, Sz 7]

A resolution seeking Ughter
security at the White Lake Pri-
son unR has been forvarded
to David L. Joges, secretary

-. af. corrections, by the Btaden:

County Board of Commission-

- QIh,

In the resoluticn the comm-

issloners say, “In response

to the petitloaers of more than
1,200 Bladen County citlzens
which were recelved bythe Bla-

Lesfonars Mooday, Sepl. 20, 19-
76, and the commissioaers own

consideratiod of- the mitters

ralsdd’ in “Me petiticas, the
cormmissioners sdopt the foil-
owing' resolution which we now
propase for your urgeot con-
-sideratlon: ’

- “The commissioners, foin
with the.petitioners inexpress-
Ing their concern and ask that

ks For Ti§

d;ln.c-om.!y. ﬁoard of Comm-

e .
{fmmediate coas(deration be
given to -tbs dopartmem of
correctioas providing a greater
degree of security gt the White
Lake™ correctioas. unit, to:the
end that the {nmates therein

" kapt shall be more effective-

. ly and securelyrestrained from
C.SCIPG." E
- .The, commissioners [n the
resolution stroagly urged the
department to consider sepera-

* Murderer Not White

. rumors and

Rumors aboot the murders

of (vo Bladen Comty women
have prompied Sheriff John B,
Allen to ‘{ssue the Sollowing
Statement: 4

the ﬂ'oat room of their five

room hoase: fust porth of Elfza- °
bothborm,

‘Anthortties have questioned

“0n, Sepx. 6, 1976, the bodles . . 2 black.inmate ftom the White

of Josephine aad Aflene Davis
werg found in thelr residence..
They were the victims of 2 bru-
tal stabbing,

‘Since that time, oumercus
speculstfons have

. been circulated as to who migie

be Involved. To dispel further

. Speculations and ta avoid fur-
. ther susplclons for any inn-

]
3

ocemt persons, the following
" information {s being relessed.

“Fhysical evidence re-

covered at the scene of the
crime, as examined by the SRL
- laboratory, eliminates zay Coa-
casfan from being suspect.?

Allen was vague about the

rumors which promoted the
slatement and did pot elabarate
beyood bis statement thet the

suspect o suspects were not
white.

tewmese e o

Tbe bodles of the two women
vere found oa Labor Day in

‘Lake prisoa unit aboat tbaslay- -

itgs bul no charges bavé been

The Inmate, Joseph Sledge,

Jr., esciped from the unit the

The McGlirt Bridge at Eliz-

abethlown will be closed for
repairs Monday, October 4, for
elght weeks,

Il ‘was' aonounced Tuesday

T that the stele btridge main-
tensnca crew ‘would resurfuce
the old bridge in wake of re-
cent protests over its coa-
dition.

A petition bearing s;:me 378

sigmtures of Bladen citizens
was receatly forwarded toJim-
my Lee, bead oftbe statabridge
maintenance force, protesting

e e et 4T AN ST S T e e e

day befare iha'kﬂhngs ve}r
discovered. Over 2 woek later,
be wis apprehended (n Ditlon,

Sledge Is now in the Comber-

. land Gounty Jait on charges of -

auto  larceny and.. armed
robbery. . . -

A charge of auto larceny and
escxpe (5 pending here {n Ha-
den Coantv ’

f Bridge To Close

the bridge:s condftion.

The petition, origimi&? by
Mrs. Joyce Marshburn of Route
], Tomahawk- called for the
bridge to be cloged.

Mrs, Marshburn attempted -

to contact state Depariment of.
Transportation officfals Tues-
day coacerning the bridge,
bowever, ‘ber effort was frult-
less. She sald repalring the
bridge vas a waste of money
and" It should be closed perma-

SEE BRIDGE ON PAGE TWO

. Ity valls 3s the Whitg

e e,

ting felons trcm, or
{bem elsewnere other 4
‘*such uiwalled minimao

unit, or that the felons be
wise seperately identifie
a5 by different clothing
by misdemeanor {nmates

The resolution was sig
chairman C.E. Stevens,
e bosrd of commissid

SPECIAL RECOGNITION
glven more thon one galle
Lions Clud. Bloden Cound
PhHlilps, from left, was 3
prusidont, Jabe Frink, B

J. C. “Tator'* Shaw, witH
Britt, one gallon, BIN F
dr. who has given six ga




' UnSigned Letter
Claims Knowle
Of Murderer

n Authorltles «. have recewed an:. - ‘fuses o jcome forward until
laci : from -an - promised confidentiality.

’ - «lm afraid he will kill me
Q - - 'if 'my name is exposed,”’ the

S etter - read according to a
| . spokesman for thie Bladen Coun-
"ty Sheriff’s, Department.
o e The spokesman said authori-
| ties don’t know whether thelet-
o 1 ter:is a hoax or from someone
- with hard information about the
.. :Labor Day murders of Jose-
phine Davis,. 74, and her daugh- -
ter, Ailene Dav1s 58, but added:
‘We ‘have to check it out.”
he. 1_ettel writer offered in-
q-atlon only on the basisthat
at e, would not be made

Ig‘
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Letter

| ”We couldn’t act onthls soon-

~er because we didn’t: even re-
ceive the letter until today (Fr1-
day)," the spokesman said.

 The spokesman guaranteed

. ;,,that the identity of the letter -
_ji:wrlter would be held in- -confi- ”
_dence when he comes forward
~and asked him to call the Bla-
den County Sherlff’s Depart-;-_
- ment at 862-3005. |
o ”We ]ust want to assure them
.that we'll keep their name con-

.,'\'fldentlal » the spokesman said.

HThe bodlesvof the two wornen. S




o 1> ullder me state 1ab-
or department.

Reward
Increased

Gov. James Holshouser, last
Wednesday, Oct. 6, set a state
reward of $2,500 in the dou-
ble slaying of Josephine and
~ Aileen Davis,

The state reward, plus a
personal reward offered by Bla-
- den Sheriff John B. Allen br-
“~ings the total to $3,500.
~Allen put up $1 000 of his

~_own money- about three weeks
: "'ago for information in the La-

~ bor Day kllhngs of the Davis
- _‘fwom en. ~

Josephme Davis, 74, and her
is,,ﬁj;‘ldaughter Aileen, 53 were

 found dead in their five room |
~ home - just north of Elizabeth-

. town September 6, Labor Day.

,;_..f’loth women were. brutally_

000110



ﬁ'()m page one

Reward

Lake Pr:son Unit, JOSeph
ge 32 is still the prime g
n the case accOrd;‘

ago’ clalmmg knowledge
murder, however, thev
has n};fﬁf; commumcat
shersz smce. .

¢
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aced ‘'ne moaule Cdn carry twu ~e

Sars

with k ]

run- LaC

v can p

the --- from page one
mainly - about tighter security

con-  there. na

front A grandson of Josephine Da-  th
vis, the mother of Aileen Da- St

each  yis' Donald Hales,saiditseem-  PI

Vhen  ed to him, from what Edwards )
ency - sajd, that the «*Dollar wasmore 1S
are  important ‘than human life.? 2

rred  Topnje Davis, Josephine
10th-  pavigr son, asked if someng-  OF
hton tification to thecommunity cou-  hu

_ ldmt be'given when-an escapee  dC

Twin  ‘was Joose from the unit.
ypes Captain C.L. Sparkman, su- e1
3il,”"  perintendent of the White Lake  Si
unit -said all law enforcement 10

lects  agencies were notified when an it
*ad-  escape ocurred. Davis saidthat 1S
€ans it was not fair to the comm- F:
102  ynity not to let them kmow  in
also. Ci .
car-  ‘The commissioners moved  Hi
-fre-  ‘the meeting to the courtroom in

1the  fof the “courthouse because of in
De- attendance.

__At long last, central comm-  P¢
unications will be established m
COn- - by the sherifPs department.  fc
“The board ‘moved to hire &

A0S "4 de
re
the

1apg Su

~de- - On’ a' motioﬁ ”by Corﬁmlss- i T

ik ioner Vance Clark; the board L2

i}i‘gs ““elected “to allow the transfer - Irt

"‘.Vof the equlpment and hlring Sh
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vard

from page one -------

Aﬁea said Menday that the
.vre?eard was still available to
anyone giving info rmationlead-
ing te the arrest and convmt-




named to that unit’s top post.’
e The town board, Monday

The bodies of Josephine and
Aileen Davis were exhumed
Tuesday by order of Superior
Court Judge Giles Clark of

- Elizabethtown.
Clark, according to Bladen
Clerk Qf Court, Wanda S. Camp-
i=  bell, signed the order over the

3 weekend.

“the:request. for. the order. .

i *fNOl,th Car ohn_a Memorial Hos-

Mrs. Campbell said that Dis-.
1 ct‘SohcxtOI Lee Greer: made’ ;

n ~ The bodies were taken to

PDELIILUWIL ULl LY.ve v e

SEE CROSS ON PAGE TWC

EET A N |

. Davis Bodies

- Exhumed Tuesday

pital at Chapel Hill for further
tests.
Josephine, 74, and her dau-

~ ghter, Aileen, 58 werebrutally

killed and molested at their
homie a mile and a half north
of Elizabethtown on Labor Day,
September 6.

State Bureau of Investigation,

- the kBI-and the Bladen County

Sheriff Department ‘has” been ..
working full time on the case
since the time of the killings.
Reason for digging up their -
‘bodies- was not given by the
‘sheriff’s . department early -
Wednesday morning other than

- more testing-was desired.

~An inmate who escaped fI‘Om‘.;'fi_ '
the nearby White Lake Prlson;_,
- Unit was prime suspect in thef‘j' f

case.

Jeseph Sledge escaped the.:‘,‘f_

| "day‘-’ ‘before the murders and =

“sought in connection with' :

at:e_.;‘ reward of $2, 500"’;
,.e’ pnal reward o!feredi’-

~ killings, however, Sledge A
not been charged W1th the 5

000115
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My Alleen Cavss,

found by
Mrs, Omeg
A in the frant
keme on

)

The home wus quickly roped
nff by shenfts eapulies afler
arrval on the s ene,

A Jrison nnate whn escaped
i the Whte Lake Prison

g 15 bewng sought
fer Guestiomag oniy 1a con-
with the gouble mur-

The mat
soph Sledge,

{rom (hc campabout
1 pome Sun(‘a‘rrP.stn oflicials
sait (hai Sleslge's (rail was
followed by blused

abrut

bttt

.
A=pariment, 2
+as  stelen o

heriils
1362 Thevralet
Elizatethtown

~n the
2 1% awn

P awpd 2
a7 as~hitest
ar fara new
dang. That
Sanstreied af

.I lupnng ol seacls one
miiling deliar< 15 realizes,
003 side lor the
was wa

a

T Broad
a2

two Eladcn male, on csicopee from the White Lake '-\:l\:;:"[‘".;o‘f:':z-l
lasd Manday. .. Prizon Unit. Sladge is wanted for quostion: Y NS,

id hor dough- Ing only concarnlng tho Incident. Ha was

o bludgeoned r:gpcrto:Iy missing from tho unit between ”lk h."“':"'l::m f’:‘:'
n-room floor =~ - «-- | p. m.ond 4 p. m. Sunday. Tho tomo 1 [“ ‘;"-5_”' "" U
fonday. The lacated on N. C. 242, two miles north ot v be ‘°
31slve man- Ellzabethtown.
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srapiexicn. He

& ”rspnzlvhere
=ed st opess-
rS o othelr deaths. La-
¥ \e'e taxen 1o South-
Ceneral HMeospnal for

Sheriff
killings were

Jroa . iilea said
we ihe vors(
he'd ever s:2n i s e
33 years as sher:!f. He

quest agents from ke IEI
W n the iavestizatwza late
- av, [l

Zeac C::en's

hicr, s2.¢ Tuesfay

Mrs. Zawis was at fas
sme as late as §9:30 ol

2 i that his wife'
habcut that

5 Aileen Cavis, vas
Tesidence vhea

the mationat aversze 2f ssme
l:, WO leet,
Tle presem faz:lity
N e Msemen:
cousthouse.
Appiiaticn

is locat-
ofthecunty

fer 3 $439,9%00,
G2 fesera! gov-
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Bladenboro Man
Charéed With Rape

¥ **Ponkie** Skipper, 37,
ul:denbcro as beencharged
't.zh the second degree rape o!
Sandra Johnson West, accord-
ing to Bladenbore Police Chie!
Eric Davis.

i Davls sald that he [cldent
sas reparted Sexember 3 and

morung, He mic i S
vis arresied at i1:3C 2, m.

the same tay 222 placed under

2 $10,00C bond,

Seipper was st {n ‘Bladeo
Courty Jail late Tuesday.

k he~ methesbeme. .




poR, WS released from DHEG T~ MEJana Mrs. Kacy Apprevaute,

Hosplal on Thursday and he

owas—able oot themre anter .
NSV & Kided V- iransplagt on
. August 1Ttha - .~ .

s MrlFaorgls Barnhil} of Hegt-
ford and ;haughter, Bdeky, ol

and Kiah; Mr. and Mrs. Jerry
Barnhill and daughters, Tam-
my aod Jennifer; and Mr. and
Mrs. Edmond Barnhill enjoycd
a deliclous seafood supper at
Hareld's Fish Camp in Leland
on Friday night. The occasion
was in honor of Mr. and Mrs.
Edmond Barnhill's 43rd wed-
ding anniversary. -

Mr. and Mrs. Chester Barn-
hill and daughter, Amanda; Mr.
and ‘Mrs. Dwdght Horrell and
< daughter, Amy; Mr. and Mrs.

Mike Squires anddaughter, Jul-

S je; Mr. and Mrs. J. V. Kelly

3
i
S

daras s

PO A5

P el

Youth

county or the agency kas bud-
geted the amount of money that
the state monies will match.
There must 2lso be certifica-
tion that the county will spend
the maney recetved forthepro-
gram for which the money is
granted,

According to Judge A. Lia-
coln Sherk, chairman of the
Techalcal Advisory Committee
on Delinqueacy Prevention and
Youtk Services, thé programs
to be funded may include foster
care, oon - resldential treat-
ment programs, group homes,
shelter care and other juvenile
delinquency prevention pro-

ams.

The $250,000 is the first state
funding that has b2en made
available for community pro-

. grams. The General Assembly
* is -expected to make addition2l

% Borgaw; Mr, usd Mrs. Chester
Barnhill and cbildren, Amanda -’

s

apprepriations next year,Judge

Sherk said.

Other funding for commuai-
ty pregrzms is 21so available
from the Law and Order Com-
mission, which revently ap-
proved a plan which will allo-
cate approximately $2.2 mil-
lfon in LEAA funds lor juvenile
justlce programs. :

These programs rmay Include
community “non - residential
services, sheller care, group
homes, and speclalized foster
care and other lucal programs.

Information about the funding
formulas and procedures for
these funds are available {rom
the Criminal Justice Planners
in the offlces of the Lead Re-
glonal Organizations ged from
the Law and Order Commlssion
in Raleigh.

Judge Sherk, who is chalr-

- ma3.-6!-the- Juveailo .Justica .

Committee and the Techrical
Advisory Commitlee, sald that
he hopes (¢ be able to coordi-
nate state and federal eltorts

Sr.of Currile

T il :
.o+ Jelfrey” ard "Benjie Applevhlle |
speot fhe Labor Day, weekeod .

at Hickory Polnt near Hamp-
stead. < S s

Mr. asd Mrs. Gregg English
ard son, Douglas and Mr. Brani-
ly Russ of Chgrlesten, S. C.
were guests of their parenls,
Mr. and' Mrs. George Russ,
during the Labor Day veekend.

Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Barn-
hill  were Sunday afterncon
zuests of Mr. and Mrs. Jerry
Barnhlil.

Cangratulations to Mr. and
Mrs, Nerman Barnhill whocel-

© cbraled thelr first wedding an-

from page one --—---  from page one

niversary on Scptember Glh.
Thought for today: **Know-
ledge gives you power.’*

Bulletin -

REVIVAL PLANNED

A four-day revival will begin
Wednesday, Septenber 8, al
4:0 p. m. al the Bethlehem
Pentecostal Church, four miles
north of Bladenbora onHighway
410.

Rev. Stanley Black, misslon-
ary, will be the evangelist.
The churches pastor is the Rev.
Maurlce Milligan.

The public Is inviled to the
nightly meetings, each of which
will begin at 7:30.

Commissionar

from page one -------

his emotions over the situation
befcre a large gatherwng 16 the
town hall saying he loved his
‘hometown and didn't intend to
procduce harm to anyone.

The commissioner scored
Tax Collector Slater Halr for
issuing beer and wine permlils
afer hours whentheordinances
say such permiis would be 1ss-
ved during normal hours.

Hair sald that he did pick up
permits for a store after hours
and 2lloved the store to have
them.

Cn the audits, Smith sald he
cnly wanted to kpo¥ where the
town stood financially and sald
that he intends to propose guide-
lines, In the future to eslgb-
lish ways ‘ind meons ofhandling
the tewn's business.

a collective noun and the young-
ster was smart enough to re-
ply: *Taxes, Marm.”

| Th"e —z;.-ac?nér“;s_k_etl_‘Jun'lbr tor

T wesiel’ U1 ovaitadiefuUnuyis ¢

apreared before the board and
reported 22 iodigent ~expeding
J f«ngr_;swm"mmem-
_ during the past two weeks. He-
_.scoll apd Dr. Wester were seek-
Ing
handling such cases.
Care during pregnancy was
~Gefined. 8S A~gF
by Dr. Wester. He suggested
that Bladen arrange some sorti
of pre-matal care cllnic, He?
emphasized that pre-ratal care
was very important to both
mother and child.
Heads of Bladen's medical
departments will be brought tn-
lo the siluatién, It was lster
decided by the board, to see

help from the board in ..

1 peed. here_.

what would bedone locallyabout *

the problefn, *

They approveda request from

Hert Hanna of the Ellzabethtown
Rescue Squad for an sm-
tulance. The request will go
to the Lumber Rlver Councli
‘of Governmenis and then to
Ralelgh for state*funding.

The request Is similar lo
that of Kelly's. The county must
match state funds, Kelly’s unil
cost $19,000.

Escapes
from page one

her mcther arrived home.

l
Dr. Ralph Meinhardt, medical
set the deaths at

exam:ner,
about 4 a.m. Monday.

Meinhardl, through prelimin-
ary tests, Indtcated that there
vas no evidence of sexual mol-
estation. However, the twodead
women were half clothed when
fcund. :

No apparent metive was not-
ed through the sheri{l's loves-
Ugatlon singe more than $4%0
was found Ip the home aRer
.the killings. *

-Twa rifles were also report-
ed undisturbed by depulies in
the home. .

Sberiff Allan Saldthat nothing
seemed la b2 cut of its place,
tut, 2 murder weapof has yet
Lo be found, - -

It is belleved, hawever, that
a kitchen nifa woald have beeo
used In the slayfbgs. )

The car reportedly stolen
in Elizabethtown Monday was
found by Faryetteville police
Tuesday night.

Funeral services will be
held today, Thursday, at 4 p.m.
at the Church of God near
the Davls bome on N.C. 242
with the Reverend Robert Jack-
son and R.M. Brown offlcat-
Ing. Burlal will follow In the
Daris Family Cemetery.

The "deceased are survived
by two sons, Lannie Davis of
Ellzabethtown, Harvey Davis of

t. 9, Fayetteville, 3daughters,
Lila Scott of Lumberion, Oph-

b Bavarand - Mitchell - BHi=gon -
of Mr, and Mrs. Willle-Brit

it i 2t QO LIRS
services: ul L
- Cuest evangelist will be the

-of Dubl|
- minfster,
out Bladen County where ha be-
.gan sloging for the Lord at 2

Rev, Britt Is 2’ young

__.Yery young age vilh his brotber

“ind slsters. His evangelistic

~:qrus§zdes have ke him all

-over the world, Two years ago

- +he spent mere than  month in

-crusades that took him to mest

vell-known _m}_i‘j,-gn_-- :

REV. MITCHE

of the countrles
Europe, the Scan
tries and Africa
hele a week-end

|East Arcadia Community.

By Josie Graham 6554

Things brighteard up in the

- Town of East Arcadia In No-
- vember of 75, wheaFour County

Electric Co. installed (ifteen
security hights aleng the mala
pari of town.

recelved $2,060 fiom 2 Bladen
County Grant {nt recreation.
Some of this maoney vill beused
to repair and ecuip our gym
so our young {nlx will have a
warm place (or their Indzor
sports this winter.

Last week {takad about our
girl's softbal} team, The E. A.
* Panthers. This veek I will tall
you, we have 2 very good tase-
ball team, managed by Mr. Leon
Graham and Mr. ArchieGraham
as coach. Thelr greatest event
is when the Newark Red Sox of
Newark, New Jersey visits us
. during the weekend of July 4t

A group of peapletntheCom-
munity of East Arcudia got to-
gether and formed 2 food co-
op, vhere metbers bay food
by the bulk wholesale prices.
This has_helpxd tremendously

E. A. resien: can loin. The

" jolning fee is $1.00 per year.

“The East Xradia’ Ladlexs Au-
xiliary was fczmed in March,
1976, Tbey areasking all vomen
in the community to come and
foln this orgaaization and heip
your commuaity.

Anyone 55 rears of age and
over is asked lo come to the
£ast Arcadla Community Cen-
ter and joln the Senior Cltizen
Club where £ goed time is had
by all.

Oiher services offered at the
center are buying food stamps

A

~+The Town of East Arcardia -

In rstretching she dollar. Any-

Pumpkin Pecan Bi
Supcrb Autumn

every secant af.
in each month, lf =
taby clinie avg, .
day in each f-.’
munny meetin
Tuesday and
earh momh atf"
Flease atterd.
New  Mirag
Holiness Chuj
annual  hemel
September %,
guaest speaker
Brown of Ney
thelr veexirt
Zust 3C-Sepie]

Pleasant
Chursh =il
aai homecon. -
tembar 26, ¥
Rev. Fultan.

Zast
Scheal apen
cess. The ;
tling =ith egq
day and we
thelr ‘*'ne¥’
old classmaz
thls year
Bro»n
dren's Prog
Pusey -- 7
Apderson -
Cher:y Sim
Mrs. Jessi
Reading; M
Special Red
Horton
plaration.

An  ogpe
plannes lo:
of the Girg
will glve p
ty to oy
teachers
child’s prg
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rﬁOﬁiha FTTU
The unil IS 4 minimum Cus-

the first two weeks ol t his

i g

’”T””‘;P capacity 1s 100 inm Lm‘w
Says Sparkmaii.

What steps the mmm COmm-
issioners will take is not {m o~
seen, however, chairman to the
hoard, C, k. .-'j,r evens, Jr., salt,‘l
last week that this was pro-
bably the
Hng the situation and he wou-
fd be interested in discussing
the matter with the entire boaxd

al its next uuwtm;
S}ﬁdﬂf‘t

| F2i i*r}\;f{‘!‘,()i
ged with -

tody prison and 1s Over x.'«l‘O\‘V(‘i""

office,

proper way. of hand-

to be set for Uno;matxon 'oﬂj
~ the case, A spokesman lor
sday. o Gover nor
ht‘ has boen char=
b €,.f%/£. ral _«‘f)th‘:ﬁ_l (Illllt‘b y

(l"’ “Ot ( ()nn:("\(v i

o Oquos tT t 1(1‘1 y

ﬁ;“d e 1‘; (()I]]Ir“(

lvd dr
;NE\I 1()(1 t 1(‘()(‘1()111 _ l“ h&'

sheriff” John g, 1‘\]1

Lll Imd

san o attempt to ;ml A Tewgy
established  for infory nmcn

concerning the kl]lmm, S
Allen ¢1] (3(1 the (J(V@I[(}rsg
office last Thur sday ang Ihe
GOVErnor, accor ding to Allen*s
r etuwd to discuss tl,,;
matter with the Sheriff. ~i‘ii-'§L

CAn official request imnthe
State  Burean of Invwanganon;
was' puuenm to the Governr§
Tuesday A%klll for 4 reward

said Umt the

i va\‘/

ernor  would

000121
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Thursday, September 30, 197 6
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Bladen S Real F mend

- We are forever hearing about how. public officials abuse and
misuse public trust and their office, but something took plaue
here "in Bladen County last week wmch was hlghlv unusual

A public official set a,precpdent )

Sheriff John B. Allen, out of his own pockpt And heart, off-
ered $1,000 reward for information in the double killings of
Josephine and Aileen Davis.

The sheriff set the reward after ms efforts were exhausted
- in getting the governor to establish a state reward in the case.

This was a classic example of Sheriff Allen’s Christian
Charity and concern for his fellowman for he is the kind of
. man. that will offer -his shirt te those in need.

"We take this space to praise our good -sheriff und say, if

~_there was such a thing as ¢‘Bladen County Man of The Year,”

John B. Allen is well desérving of such a titlerHis actions

“* are hard to top.

John Buren' Allen is truly a fnend of the people of Bladen
'County A

Dear Sir, The Bladen J ournal.

i e would like to exend A
- special thanks to Sheriff John
. B. Allen and the Bladen Coun-
;‘.ty Sheriffs Department for the
_reward the" sheriff took. from -
_hl‘S own pocket to the Bladen
' ‘Commissioners and
in’ the mur-

' “County
ot the:S.-Bi L
o o der 1nvest1g'at10n of Josephine
Dav1s and Ailleen Davis, and
ecxal thanks to the staff of

‘son is caught.

- signed the petltlon.

" We are grateful for the flow-
ers, food, cards and money so

- et AP et

- many people gave after our
_tragedy

We hope the uwehtlg‘xtmn wm' '
contmue until . the right per=.

Also thanks to pvmyone that

Lonme H. Davis and family
i hs 000123
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-« William Ru-
0, died Tuesday,

vices were held
Mursday at the
bvierian Church
v, E. Link offici-
was in Clarkton

e s wife, Mrs,
Memory; (wo
cf Kinston and
°y of Elizabeth-
w-con, James E,
£ais, Tean,; (wo
s, Mrs. Norma
* "hadbeurn and
Kee Achilles-of
ve sisters, Mrs.
- and Mrs, Celia
¥ Clasrkton, Mrs.
<sienbaro, Mrs,
¢ Dublin, Mrs,
vy of Hamlel;
#lex of White-
3:18 of Newport
. of Clackton,
ana, Ga.: four .
saven  step-

. RCGERS

- Masfe M.
« Sunday.
oi'es were held
e3dnesday at the
ned  Methodist
+ev. Tom House
+, E. Lok, Bur-
Clarkton Ceme-

iude adaughter,
irle Benfleld of
$3ns, Jullan F,
\ngeles, William
F:ldsboro, Fred
Columbda, S. C.
. Rogers of Rz-
7, fcbert Jamvs

Clarkion: 13
NS one preat-

HARGROVE

G -~ The fun-
‘or James A,
who died Fri-
at 3 p. m, Son-

sstal Free Will

. Burfal was in
K

wwe flve sons,
and Albert of
B. of Fayette-

1rd Hargrove of

: Mes, Fraocts
sanville, S. C.;
cec; 3% grel-

~*= grandchildren” -7

LOIS SHAW WATTS

CLARKTON -- Lols Shaw
Watts, 77, dled tonday.

Funeral servizes were beld
at 4 p. m. Wwdnesday at the
Mount Zioa Bapttst Chorchcon-
ducted by the Rev. Sidoey Britt,
her pastor. Durial was in the
Mount Zloa Church Cemetery.

Survivors include adaughter,
Mrs. Garvis Hood of Clarkton;
three sons, Wtilty mWaltts, Den-
nis Watts and Erpest Walls
of Clarkton; tvo trothers, Ruf-
fin SkawofWhitevilleand James
Shaw of Mattho~«: five grand-
children.

from page one —

0
Po;,! 29

earmarked o :. ve
ter.expansion, !
The park u;
The park 235 ;lven to the
town by the Co: Famtly and

presemtly, accoisung to the
commisstoner, <oe¢s dal mect
thae meeds of :n: i=Xller kids
of the to~T.

from puee

is presenily panior at Wood-
lawn Eorooise
There =il v .pecial music

«ty for small
‘ng services
setober 15,

“ivices will
+ arek with
feBL Rev,

SEIRO

AL

© Baptist
‘ . ils

\'h.i.

L‘"D)’ Regtsler, Sr., on Sun-

r{ and Mrs, Kelth Dowd
4 .dinner with Mr. Dowd's
mreuls, Mrp. and Mrs. Buddy
Do~ /onSnﬂh]-

Ruxy Mclemore from
Viryiala visited Ms parents,
Mr. and Mrs, Elvin Mcle-
more, oa Sunday.

Mr, and Mrs, Herbert Clark
‘1'a few days with Mr, and
‘ri.; B, O. Deese In Monroe
las: reek.

Yr. and Mrs, Homer Tatum
sp=a* the  weekend with thelr

from page one —

.1

B:-<foot, University Coordi-
m:-r for Environmental Stu-
dir-, N. C. State; Jean Eason,
Di:ector of Contimuing Edu-
«3:iw, UNC-Greensboro; and
Be.nadette Watls, bome eco-
pomics extension agent, Dur-
bam,

+'cdnesday evemng, awards
wili be presenled to 14 out-
siz:ding Extension Homemak-
er: Chib leaders. in addition,
E: . nsion Homemakers mem-
te:s will recejve mtfonal hon-
o:: for thelr programs fn citi-
re: hip, cultural arts, {oterma-
tie 21, publlic relations and
S214Y,

irssfons are boing held at
tb= Jane S. McKimmen Ex-
tez:lon Education Center.

Jrom page one ——

Tetter

%' g couldn't act onthis socon-
er btecause we didn't even re-
ccive the letter untiltoday(Fri=
day),’ the spokesman sald, -

The FroYesman guaranteed
tha! the idemtity of the letter
wrlier would be held in confi-
decce vhen he comes forward
wd 1sked him to call the Bla-
dor  Gounty “Sherift's Depart-
‘me st at 862-3005,

e Jost want toassure them
18 v+t keep thelr name con-
tide i 1z), 70 the spokesman - sald,

Tue bodies of the two women
war: discocvered Seplember 6
in 12 fare"bouse oa N.C. 242,°

il ({1'.‘\.? abex: twe miles porth of Elize
_ Leg Mo, 1be¢tovr, Both had bad their |
#4183 3743t qproaas cut, and the younger
) vor: ¢, Allene Davis, had been
IS PACEA ser iy isessuled,

Becky and Joyd Crm enu-
tained thelr mother, Mrs. Co-
renia Wood, on her birtbday,
also, at Mack and Shella
Council's bouse last week. Eve
eryone wished her maoy more
happy birthdays.

Everyone sents their Sym-
pathy outto Mrs. Loutse Council
after b9 death of her sister,
Mimmie Freeman Register, in
Shallotte twn Weeks ago.

Thought for the week: Con-
tentment Is found not {n having
everything, but {n belng satls-
fled with everything you have,

from page one ——

Kelly

Lieutemant Bonme Joréoa and
members Eleanor Pridgen,
Thelms Benson and the Rev.
Kenneth Thornton.

Taking note of the cumber of
ladfes presest 1n the Kally
squad, the Tar Heel visltors
said they imeod {o encourige
female membership in the naw

. squad. Rev, Thornton replied:

o]f we didn't bave lady mem-
bers at Kelly, we'd be ont of
uck.*?

from page one —

Sued

lams. R also claims the town
failed to follow regulatioos in
the hiring of policemen, par-
ticularly Charles Willlams and
that the town failed to train and
properly supervise Willlams
and failed to take disciplinary
action agalnst bim.

- Dowless, a member of the
Bladenboro Rescue Squad, weat
to the Bladeshoro polica de-
partment with agroupofiriends
March 15 after returalng from
an emergency call, Willlams,
on duty at the time, was said
t6 have removed hix service
revolver from the holster and
accidentally fired the-weapon,
the bullst striking Dowless,

Dowless yas pmummeddud.

oo arrival at SoutheastarnGen-
eral Hospital in Lumbertoa,

A summons wasservedonths
Town of Bladenboro Ttursday
by the sheriff's department,

,:‘1"' Dowless asked for a fury
toal,

Clerk of Conrt Wanda Camp-
bell 5214 oo date Mas beed s&t

for tne trial,

Mrs. Bill Batsot of Humpstesd.,

Guests of Mrs. Catherine
Kelth on Sunday were Mrs.
Doris Corbert of Middlesex and
Mrs. Edm Griffin of Wilson.

Guests of Mr, and Mrs, Cas-
stus Smith on Sunday were Mr.
and Mrs. Richard Smith and
daughters, Elizabeth and Jen-
oifer of Wilmington; Mr. and
Mrs. Bob Yates; and Mr, and

rs. Roger Lee Rogers, also
=f Wilmington.

Guests last weex of Mrs,
C. H. Owens were Mrs. Mar-
Zaret Jooes and Mrs. Mary
Payonk of Wilmington.

Gaests of Mr. and Mrs. Jobe
Metts on Sunday wers Mr, and
MUrs. €. J. Moare of Wilming-
sco 3nd Miss Sharon Metts =f
Wrightsville Beach,

SGuests of Mr. and Mrs, T. 2.
355420 on Sanday were Mr. and
Mrs. Sandy McEacherz and
¢augtter, Mary Margaret, and
Miss Ccante Jorcan of Cedar
Island,

Guests of Mr.and Mrs.Char-
e Mitcheli o Sunday were:
Mr, and Mrs. Sewey Baruhull
1a¢ “aughter, Sancra; Mo, and
Mrs. Jimmy Tavscoand dangh-

ters, Marpe and Cale, of Rie- -

gebwood; Mr, and Mrs. Charles
Mitctell 3nd som, Chactes, E!,
of Wnghtsville Seach; Mr, and

Mrs., David Clack and daggh-
ters, Cindy and Hope, of Eliz-
abetixown; also Dr. and Mrs,
James Dawsca of Riegelwood.

Guests of Mrs, Maude Smith
og Sunday were Mr, and Mrs,
£ldon Smith and family of Win-
atbow; Mr, and Mrs. David
l1ge Smith o W : and
Mr. and Mrs., Leca Smith of
Slizabechtown,

Sunday guests of Mrs. Rodtey
Smith were: Mr, and Mrs.Geva
Allen and family; Cr. a0d Mrs,
David Adams of Wilmington; al-
50 Mrs, Smith's ststers, Mrs,
James W, Yann of Pahokee,
Florida and Mrs. Frank Hugue-
let of Portsmouth, Va.

Guests of Mr. and Mrs. El-
Liott Henry oa Sunday were Mr,
and Mrs. Tommy Greea and
chtidren and Mr, and Mry.Jack
Green of Carolina Beach,

Guests of Mr. and Mrs, R X,

° Henry on Sundsy were Mrs.
* Pendar . Burke and danghter,

Margarst, of Wilmingtoa,
Guests of Rev. and Mrs. Ken-

‘neth Thorntea oa Sunday Were:

Misg B. B, Thornton, bome from

. East Carolima, and & fricod;

Miss Jo Jirva, also o}_Eu:_
Carplim at Greearille,

Guests of Mr. and Mrs, Oli-
ver Squires on Sunday wére Mr,
and Mes. Mike Corbett and soa
cf SBurgav and Mr. and Mra.,
Billy Corbett and sons, Billand
Cand, 2l of Barmvw,

Guests of Mr, and Mrs, L. W
Porter oo Sanday were Mr. o
Mrs, lLarry Porter and Aumi)
oA W

Gaests of Mr. and Mrs
Joseph Pridgen oo Sunday wer-
Mrs. Burodine Ball and Mrs
Dorfs Russ of Elizabethtown

Goests of Mrs. Dally Norre:
2n Sunday were Mr. and Mrs
Ricky Norris.

Specisl guest spetker at thn
homecoming services at Cen
terville oa Sunday was Rev
Q. W, VandenbergeofSundance
‘Wyamiag, He stresseaboweac!
of 1% should accept the chal.
lenge hat Jesus scmmissicoe
2 7o ve :nio all the world ax
oreach the gospel.

fev. and Mrs, Vandenber;
are guests af Mrs. €. W, Ow.
ens during cur wees 3 mis.
sions. Tus sbould be a ver:
MISNIIOg veek {r evaryoms
thar pasticipates (o our stud)
2ach gkt an mussions ag 7:3(
anc worship services at 8:0C

Cuests 3¢ Mss. Famus Mag
Squres =a Suncay Vere be
4augers, M:s. Fomer Hal
ot ¥:ilzunqioa ané Mr.and Mrs
wee Rcy Johnson of Atkinson

Mrs. Rachel Willlamson 3
Gowdsbors visiled der siXer
Mrs. Sames Porter, and fil:
iast Fruday,

from page one —

Festival

Ricks of Elizabetltown, Linds
Carol HBowell of Clarkton, an
Laorie Wasmer of Eilzabed
o, .

1 acditien to Miss Nomt
Carsling, the ‘ollowing beaut)
aueens Wil be presemt; Spo
GQueen, Foard of july Queen
Misg Aberdeen and Miss Dunn

The parsde will be 2t 1 3.2
Saturdsy through downto®!
Clarkion.

Games at EJ, Cox Park wil
follow the parade, snd 3 bar
bequa lunch will be served &
she Clarkton Lions Club.

m beauty pugeamt will b
3t 7 p.m. Friday, followed Iy
a dance in the Bright m
Warehouse froz 9 p.x. 10
[ 8.

A square dance will be hek

at the warshouse Satur<ay fron
8 pto, uneil mudagst,.

Slckets for the beauty pege
ant gre $2 each and are .
vaulsble {som any cf the spea:
scrs or Ciaskion Jayzee.-

Stextg Dorse 8 zhurnu
of e festival Lhig yetr.
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East Arcad:a S 9 las
: tak

ape Reported | lhtg

Another escape from White

Lake Prison Unit has been re- fe:
ported. | (P
. Alfonza Davis, black male, Tt
21 years of age, 5 foot 7 in-  de
 ches, weighing 145 pounds was  .of
~ reported missing from a work  acC
~ gang Thursday about 3 p.m. ot
. Davis was a felon serving

"fiﬁ-fﬁ{j'éar ferm for armed rob-
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=" f" om page one

1 ‘had made the request for the  Sledge agi, Slete 1
. - exhumation of the bodies. released on hopq | on 4
; It -was believed, at the time traffic incideps, '

+ of the exhumatlon that clues Sledge was broug ik
. possibly could be found on the Bladen for questioiz §
~two womem’s bodies, however,  ever, he was quick
- nothing was reported by inves t1- to Fayettevule. He is 1§

fi:'_;,_'gators. : ~ in the prison systen.
. Sledge was captured about 2 Allen said the i

- week later inDillon, S. C. where at the present was “g
~ hewas cited for a trafflc viola- it was when his ¥
- Hon with a stolen car. A photo  started. -
2ired onaWilmingtontelevision ~ Not enough €
Station taken fromSledge’s pri-
50 rd i




R Y i ST RN O R e L R R AL LA AR AL LA
| ; ‘fiojawas Kjjuoy  Jpagy | sAv)punos st
{%] LIDIS pEnO) 310M LOWAM $jATQ -aWs Sij) YJopp spuajly puo Apwo) ayy jo WaEE w) 9} S1ADG aumuEREr 'Saw aliow

W asnoywiin) P9 A93NOT 3IHL S1oqueKI £q 8141 ARI0|D SIUMG]) SOULNTIIYD Joy puo S1AYE NSITY 0 SHAVHO IHL

OALL 39¥d RO uvai 3as

g ouep o uoptig. die
Bupeon  ‘saplsoging o ARnaD
pungsugquang  Kep MYy 40
Uy Ay} UG OIANIRiEl O
pat. por 3 g g W
papuadaide gew ARpuE J0a
= w AU e Boummy R U)
FaduIY
- LI I8 TR AR PR TR
~urlgEiG e Rt ] Huiay
AT al] Moadming .:._.s_. )
JoCaofJads il iy Ay AU oLy
) O PRSI oM Ehilunpog -

e
' l\vWI - e
2 de W :
_.f{

AT
..uu\‘l

-v..-‘.

VPR T L B T L
oy dig) . Supseul) _3._&
=1 DiaeAnyg

@3UI0 50R 10 Ykl ‘._.
fedparg ydesor: fojruuy ﬁ.r
CUUsannug ag) wody Arne
sajt oM sl i tesiad
AT pgA W wed) dadEa
=52 UE JU] ARRJOMANE Kua
=ML QA{FETHL ¥ LIRS

ay; BT ST

“pantin; o) a0 sl ivean;
UGS AN aw’ DEROY

el DTS B RpHEL
{mayg- 03 Syt

‘gjuadivig s pus sanmlep uapLg
o weay dupedisuan @ ee
JAPY SIBPILIN0 |t 9) pOI0ID
AToEspRRI] S DENCY ARL
3
~JpREE [RAERL B 0} ZCpI030T
"PNTSEE AjRnNOd MM} POy
UALIOM ) 0 IO PUT O LIFK
pIu SjELSY] SpONL HaaieqE
~20)F I0 JII0U JINYy B e a1
T osa]  BSNONWILE . HR0I-DAT)
J[34) J0 Jup)p Ay MmE) A
-mapagto- 1o g un wm d ¢
oy 203dnkp Jotjouu fg a0
~ADDS|P DI0M VOMIOM G8) SN
Uiy Ay 5__
DINIPIAE 210U DRI Ao ygou’
{<jandag vujea G.:E_co uapwIg:

DY 14N TNYST ey oany B

DY} 19 STBRA LN ON L HIY
Asanse o) fHanoad aaey s2aiLeqy
1A AL 30 SO IRIRIANL
ALY B
U spy dEidnen ik I ®
YAt noaljy pue dupduaup jo

SIBPANLL AR AT a1 ] Cpoajes

~un - £2084)  Tpneg - sepog- U
S J[)n E DY) 3 2
fgara) Snpaow Axpaneg pud
uu 0y ouwdud gLl dval byl

wm:Hm— JCI L

..:..cu suaﬁf 3 unnc-. T
TR IR WEINDIEAL ©F T340

ALhNU] . mILVHL

TNVETAVUNOR LE86080)

ALV

Wi usagasmin
ANY 4D WOUMADNKD 1%itaF]

1 "ON OL ‘iPA

000132



Year

--from page c¢ue

Allen, brought Sledge to Elfz-
abethlown for questioning,

Due to hign tension and poss
sible acllons from membets of
the Davis family, Sledge was
quiekly returned to F ayetteville
for safe keeping.

No evidence has been found
yet connecting Sledge with the
killing‘s.

Al one poltt In the Investi-
gation,  both bodies were
exhumed by courl order if hopes
snme evidence could be found,
however, the efforl was frufl-
less, - R

‘The colncidence of Sledgets
escape with the murders of the

two women sparked protests
from inmates at the unit over
and grievances

conditions :
there. A list of complaints was
sent to a local county news-
paper, “The Bladen Journal*,
by the inmates,

In answering the complaints
to the paper, Prison Unil Su-
perintendent C. L. Sparkian
blamed the high number of es-
capes {rom his unit on crowded
conditions. Also, Sparkmantold
the paper that the mixed pop-
ulation of felons and misde-
meartiors contribut~d to the es-
cape record of the unit,

Sparkman said thal the law
require<l felons to be trans-

dorred to hmmmum security

units, such as While Lake, af-
ter they had served their pre-
scribed thihe as an honor
prisaner,

Sparkman sald that the unit
was short on guards and funds
to provide adequale tnanage-
ment of the inmates.

The pol was continually
stirred by local residents ov-
er the possible connection be-
tween an inmate andthe killings
of Josephine and Alleen Davis.

A petition of more than 1,200
signatures was brought before
the county's Board of Com-
missioners seeking a resolutton
asking the stale to tighten se-
curlty at the unit. The com-
missioners so endorsed the re-
quest and ordered that a letter
be sent lo the secretary of the
state's Department of Cor-
rections,

The leller urged the depart-
ment lo provide a greater de-
gree of security at the unit to
the end that inmates be more
effectively and securely re-
strained from escape.

Several weeks after the let-
ter was sent to the Department

of Corrections, officlals of talo133



ulation of felons and misde-
meanors contribut~d to the es-
cape record of the unit,

page one

Some members of Congress
are now calling for an increase
in target prices to equal the
cost of production.

¢#“While this approach may
sound feasible, it contains sev-
eral disadvantages,’”” Mangum
said, He cited three:

-- It would be difficult to
determine cost of production,
which varies widely by farm
size, geographic area, type of

farming anrd cnanifin ancte In.

DU AINTU I U ToLvaps,

Several weeks after the let-
ter was sent to the Department
of Corrections, officials of that
department attended a county
commissioners meeting where
questions were posed to them
from local residents.

In the outcome, the depart-
ment blamed the state legisla-
ture for not appropriating, what
they called, not enough money
to handle the situation.

The entire series of evenlts
now have virtually faded from
daily life in Bladen. |

On December 22, $2,000 of
the lotal reward of $4,500 ex-
pired. The expiring funds were
put up by Sheriff John B. Allen
but there is still a $2,500 state
reward offered in the case.

'3
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Joseph Sledge, a suspect inthe
Labor Day murders of two Bla-
den County women, appeared in
district court here Wednesday
and waived probable cause hear-

ing to charges of escape and

larceny,

His case will come before the
Bladen County grand jury April18
for a finding. If the grand jury
indicts him on the charges which
involve theft of a 1969 model
automoblle {n Elizabethtown on
September § and escape from
the White Lake state prison unit
earlier {n the day, he will be

Vaives Hearing |

tried in Bladen County Superior

Court.
After the district court ap-

pearance before Judge Wilton
Hunt of Whiteville, Sledge was
returned to the state prisonfarm
in Harnett County.

Whﬂe Bladen County Sherlft
John B, Allen labels Sledge a

suspect in the September 6
murder of Mrs, Josephine Davis
‘and her daughter, Azleen Davis,
no direct evidence linking hlm

with the double slaying has been

discovered,
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Clark of Ellzabethtown to dig

up the victimy two weaks alter
they were burled. Judge Clark
said that District Sollritor Lee
Greet had requested the order.
Then, without public comment,
the bodles were reinteryred as
qutetly as they bed been dugup.
No official reason his ever
"been given for opentng the two
graves, nor any accrunt of what,
{f anything, was found,

But since the Attarnoy Gen-
eral's arder lust August, sev-
eral everts of an evep more
disturbing nature have {rans-
pired, Hot much Is belng sald
In public about these matters,
except In the hushed whispers

smail _groups. ‘A small
:relgn ‘of terror has ensued In
the waning months of Indisn
summer and long, cold nights
‘of winter.

Since the lnresugmon of the
Davis ‘murders was re-opened,
four more people have been
killed in ‘Biaden County, all
under quesuomblc ‘or. UnNEX-
plalnable clrcumstances, ‘And
people in Bladen Coumy ara
gelting \vorr!ed. Beciuse some-
‘one in ayr midst has been get-
ing away with murder. -

_ During the summer of 1576,
Inmates were cscapux: from me
minimum: security prison at
White Lake al the rate of one
a month. In the month of Sep-
tember ‘aloae, three more
prisoners walked away Immlhe
prison camp.

But escapes had always been
fairly commonatthe White Lake
camp, People around the county
were used to {l

Like other Surday aRerncons
in the miclmem securty fa-
clifty, September 8 was just
another ho-bum of coming amd
golng far prisoners and thelr
visiting familles, Sinatl groups
of Inmates lolled agatnst the
fence In the warem sun. No one
got very exeited when Joseph
Siedge, a 32-year-okd black
folon, was migsed. Like so many
other prisoners belore him, he
had just walked off when no aae
wus lgoking.

Two or three guards leashial:
‘2 bluoidtinurd ‘and ploked up th
‘Sledge trail Just ostside the
‘camyr, They followed Whe scemt
wlong U, S.701 toward Ellza~

botttiest, The (iatl hosan to
bb,b. U.*.ATELS O.N PAGE T™O .

RIRIREH ORI OREDRAERORENDRLY
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Deaths

--from page one

vere off through the wands la-

wards White Oak. Rather than
follow (hrough the woads ail

night, it was decided to glve

up the chase at 9:30 that n{ght
_and plek up the trall again in
- the morning,

About an hour later, a few

miles away on highway 242,
Mrs, Josephine Davis, 74, wasg
at the hame of her son-fn-law,
Bl Hales, At 10:30, her daugh-
ter, Omega Hales, came home
{rom the ChurchofGada stone!s
throw down the read, and said
she would take her mather
home, who lived immediately
across the road from tle
ehureh,
‘Mrs. Davists: other daugh-
ter, ‘Alleen, was at the Davis
home alone when BMrs. Davis
‘and Mrs. Halesarrived, Alleen,
57, stepped out on the porch of
the ‘old wouden frame house
‘when her mother and her sis-
‘ter pulled up in the yard. The
elder Mrs. Davis got out of the
.car and Alleen helped her moth-
‘er up the steps and inta the
house.’

Thsat was the last time any-
one who loved the (wo Davis
women saw them allve, When
Mrs. Hales drove the 200 yards
to her mother's house the nexl
morning and knocked on the
door, no ane answered. When
she opened the daorand went [n,
she found her mother amd her
sister sprawled half-naked
oa the floor of the from reom.
Both had thelr throats cut and
had been severely beaten. The!

younger of the two had been -

sexually assaulled. The latrge:
‘sum of motiey Was uatouched.
Two rifles were leaning against
the wall undisturbad,

Bladen county sherlll John B,
Allen, wha said the murders
were the worst he had seen in
his 30yearsassheriff, immedf-
ately called in the SBL Dr.
{Ralph Mefnhardt, & medlcal ex-
aminer who checked both bod-
‘Jes of tha victims, sald the twa
women died about 4 ‘o'cleck in
the morning.

The only known ¥itnesstothe

Little more than a month after
this, the Grim Reaper stalked
through Blwcibn  County onco
mnra.

At 5:30 on the morning of
November 18, 1977, nelghbors
of Ms. Elizabeth Riggin near
Clarkon say they heard an ex-
plnsion (n her house. About @
hall bodr later, the Riggin house
was in flames, Found (n the
ashios with the bodies of Ms,
Riggln and her 25-year-old ne-
phew, Rabert Bule, was 3 shot-
gun belongéng to Rigein. Cause
of the fire was attributed to the
explasicn of a gas stnve, thought
to be the molse heard by nelgh-

rs belore the fire.

Two days later, however, 81«
year-old Roland O. Campbell
was arrvested amd charged with
two counts of first degree mur-
der and one count of {irst do-
gree arson.

According to Dr. Page Hud-
son, the state's chief medical
examiner, the two bodies found
fn the ashes of the Clarkton
fire had died [rom sholgun
wounds. It wius declded that tho
blast heard in the morting had
not been from an exploding
stove, but was z blast from the
Riggln shotgun, believed to be
the marder weapon.

On November 21, 1977,
Campbell was ordered to un-
dergo psychiatric examination
by Distriet Court Judge Wilton
Hunt, Just two weaks ago, Judge
Hunt found protable cause from
the reporlt and Campbell was
baupd over to Superior Court
for a grard jury Investigation.

b2 241 o

Mrs, Allie Snalth Coble lived
by herselfl ina frame house on
state road 1002 aboul five miles
from the Ammon ¢rossrcads.
in that farflung corner of the
county, neighbors are accus-
tomed to helping one another
when something soes wrong ot
has to be borrowed, That 8 why
the &l-yoar-old ladydidn't mind
Ietting her next doar nelghtor,
Willie Vause, In when he ap-
peared at her door and wunted
1o use the tetephone,
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Tt caly knot’n \ltness (o the!
‘crlme was 2 smail ‘yellow dop
Delonpleg to the ten slain wo=
‘men. The dog way takers sexl
deor fo the Hales's homse, s
shortly afler the murders, the
dog disappesred.

A% %r Josaph Sledza, he was:

:chr;cd ‘with stealing. the 1955,
Chevralel belonging 1o Mm.‘
Hazel Thompson Smith ‘of

Whitevlito: whilp she was visit-
Az Sn Elzabethtnws the d,n'
after the mugzdess. Sledze ai-
Ingedly took the Smith car {o
Fayotlevillo, “here. he slole
arckher eat and Ned lo Sauth
Caroltna. and was _caplurad,
Sledge s, and still is, the
‘prime; susnect in_ the DaVLs‘
‘murdezs. Bt thare (5 not: any
evidence that 'would hald ap in
d oourl of law {o ronfiecd him
with the deudle murder. He is
nv¥ ia a Harnelt county prison
camg )

The Cavis house =ity baarded
up, spookyandqufel, Everything
insidn iz st as it was fouzg
the morning ke mupdvrs were
discovered.

/Ouiside, on (e rm.t o the

:lu:use, a reward poster alled

there Raps in e breezs, its
advartised $4,500 uncollecied.
Ax the ink on 1he poster fades
with the weaisier und police ire
no ctoger Lo beinping to Justice
the kitler or Ritlers of (wo
Chriztlan womea, sumexhere a
nersan “ho ohce Arole o leller
saylam they know the {rsih ba-
himl the awful mutter, same-
where, that pecson is having to
live with theiz consasipnce.
Psvay
On the Grtoter 26 after the
Bavig double marder, ancther
Inmate escaped :n Bledescoun-
ty by walking avay feom 2 roud
gang on highway 2l. He was
caught within bosrs. Thedabaut
{wo weeks later White Lake In-
mate Melvin Watts escaprd
ahioul § cretock Inthe aftesncon,
He [3 beblovid] to drive fled thwe
area by hltehhiking. Finally,
four days teforetha yeay ended,
tvo folons, Charles usd James
Lacklear, Wulked away from the
camp In the exrly morning
2rs, The two Eayolterilio met
Joft the arer by hitehhlalng.
Durlag the fall of the next
yeat, thi wesk altor Fire Pre-
vonlicn Wenk was declured in
Bleden couty, the Gelof Broth-
#rs Warrel and metal Qi fse-
tory [n Blidentoro burned tothe
graund, czusing mora than §
mtllinn In propaely damage.

- R 3 b

PIREU FHE I3 UWUWUI WIS YEINYTLS
{0 use (e telephone.

No cee knows axactly what
happersd to ehirage the 38-
yraz-odd Yause while he was
therp, After bt couldnt get hiz
€1l throuph bealledgedly bepan
te threaten Mrs, Coble, lizmally
loosing controd of himsedf and
Slupping  the  &ldesly  lady
around. Alter ke lef, Mrs. Co-
ble culird the sherifts depart-
nrent and took oul & warrant on
Vause foy tyesyassing sod 4s-
sault.

Viese bocume gvan madder
when s [earned why he was
Fizked =p and srresied, Aller
Shrrlff Allea 108 Vause withthe
Jatler, & magistrate came down
and released Vauss under §500
bond. After Vause wis released,
the Ceble houge was burmnnun-
eontratlably. Theze wus polk-
lggt the Ellzabriktown fire de-
mr*mpnl cculd do when thay

arrived except keep tl from
..pruxduu:. Caunly Stafe For-

eser, Frank Shalar, cailed the
!-.Hzn!»thmm Fire Chlef, Jack
Cress, und requhted hix
fh-;mrllnmz 7o 1o the Coble
teme, Cross sildSholar wusted
MHm to vcool down the fire
sfnee 8 was belleved ¥es. Co-
ble wis in the honse. Mrs.
Catlers Lely wag Jound iz what
uged te be hee klichsas,

¥omhers of the sheriflss de-
partment, {he SBY znd fedoral
agenls fearn the Alecodal, Tae
tueea uted Firearms DEvislenof
thie Trousury Departmeet flneat
togelhar In trying lo dederming
b exuacd cause of the fire,
Such 4 dekerminatlan was never
made and no crimiml churges
werq ever filed In ccesectina
élth the case,

snddéde

Mr. John 5. Falk wug =hat
fn cokl tlond right” autside iz
0% slare, dbout 3 mile frem
hiz home, The sama bultel that
grazed his wile killed hirm, Two
persans were seen cutside {&e
store al the time ofthe murder,
1w propde who taunted the tor-
Pilied Mrs. Fnlk by throwing
maves gl the aie s she sat In-
side with her mortally wounded
husbard, This 1ast mueder I8
less thar 3 month old. There i
ns knovil motive. No mocey wus
taken gnd  nothlag bae Been
tmissed from the store. Jusd
as¢ moro sensoless kiliEng. No
arrests iive been mude (n the
Falk killlgz and Blades coucty.
clttzens are dofng what they
hatwi learand ta do s¢ well -
wilt Qulelly Inor tha next ong.

a
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--ﬁ'om page one

topsies ‘and the state was not. .
. satisfied w’i't?h thé'; first "testsg

State Attmnm (nsnmal Ru-

fus Edmlbten ordered the ue\\l\

~ formed homicide b(llldd of the
- SBI to enter the .case upon.

request of Sheun John B. All-i
iR

Shenu Allen d\sll’llt’d S mlﬁ;‘i "
‘detect‘l\e Phillip Little full time
to ‘the - case and he has been

: =lbt-'9d b\ SBI avent Hom\
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program ltself. He snld proners would ston agent BUly  Duonbam preosiented the
be  allowed (o plunt up to 120 per cent program ler the evening

' 2. 0.0 2 0 0.0 0.0 0. 000 ¢ 0.0 8 0 i o & S 0 8 5 8

irom Whue Lake Prison unit September 5,
83 O“E,h ‘back o Bladen CO‘““Y Tues- 1976, the day belore the two Davis women
ay ahernoon}. vSherm John: B Allen gave.. were found brutally slain in their home a
. mile north of Elizabethtown. Allen did not
indicate whether Sledge's return here was
prompted by the re-convening of the Grand
Jury. At left, special detective for the
sheriff department, Phillip Little escorts
Sledge to jail. )
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. With Davis Murders

Al cen Da
Elizabethtow
B

- then and resurface paved roads

- strictions; (5) the need. to im-
- prove and. replace substandard
 bridges; (6) the needto continue

mised an arr=st Or rresisin I
the case, but at that time, gave
no indicétion who the suspact
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General Rufus Edmisten o 1978,
dered the SBI's hom SEE

OT To Me

North Carolinz Deparim
Transportation (NCDO
ficials report that 2
has been scheduied wit 3
den-County Board of Commis-
sioners to discuss propesal
and plans for the improv ¢
to Bladen County secondary
roads.

The meeting, open to the
public, has been scheduled for
10 a.m. on Tuesday, March I,
and will be hald in the SBladen

.r
Bl

County Commissicaer's rosom b
in Elizabethtown. ihe
In developing locals ==~

road improvement pr
county and NCDOT oiii
consider a numberefseconds:
road improvement nesds.
Among these are: {i) the nead
for praving unpaved roads: (2)
the need to improve umpaved

roads to “all weather': stand-
ards; {3) the need to wig
narrow, heavily travelled paved

roads; (4) the need to streng-

r

&

and- thereb)’f-remove weight re-

help lo chools, ruralfire
and rescue squad facilities:
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cut and. thmr bodles savagely'

beaten. The young ‘woman had

been sexuall}’_,}..dssaulted acc-

ording to medical reports.;_,
. Sledge had been serving -a
~ sentence in- “the White Lake
~ Prison umt for bredkmg re-
~ turning ‘and receiving stolen
- goods. He escaped from theun-
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msoner who escaped morning. The grog!
“from a road detail of the Whlte ‘working on the @
Lake Prison Unit' Tuesday was between Bladenber
recaptured withir three hours. Ahbmtsmw near
Accordmgfto _";?‘-aptam C L. oction of Busines
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Jaw enlarcomernt agencics
Ahronphndst Ihetale were still
cSearching this marning lor the

foe saspect of  xdouble
'mn:ir e Elimmbettitonn
which Rinden Sherifl John B
:.llcn s desemibed a5 'the
mesthrgtal’ he has'soen in 30
Lvears cof  law enfarcement
W

The  botdies o Mrs
Jdespphinge s, 7a, and her
dangbter, Miss Ailene Davis,
Sowere found ahatit 3 pom
Aanine ulternonn o their
harpe, The  woad frame
sevlling o locatcf aboul Iwe
‘nplesnorthal Elzshothrown
N IR2

Tho baidies of the victims
vy ussmured by
tanitter '\7’\ 5p]

certevilie. He
od irom the
Unit

\s':zc ate H
Kingand rmcr‘mg and

mw\'yllc pnhcc sad
odge
siliy huthe
m:«r Thom ..ii,-: a hgh
B opoet chise
E ‘:.wu"ﬂmg Ta -‘hc m)h('t'
B ﬂ‘wc'!'é\‘lh T

I Stnlen i
Fahice say
high

fis r:-;\u.
hzubeilitiowsn,
Sietige lod-them an -n

<peed chuse “trom’ Pam:
JrwpialdnhsanSinee! i .hn
Bamie Dame - Rarn - Bow
:«-v:..'u'-tw.vrv_‘hi- anandoned the
an oot Police
County

ledpe’s trmil fin (the wooded

Speai

el s .lh nol been ap-

y nil:nd of this ‘marning,

»\c—-n. ding ‘10 Sherifl -Allen.
the on uumcn

- Lomm

found 1 the hause or m the
ares

Accurding to Shenff Allen.
cyvrdence indicates that a
~traggle took place in the five-

soom dwelling One of the
noches, when {ound. was

lving ueross the doorway

ITrie. double ‘murder caused
concern’ n: the com-

pormits were np'm:.-d to have
ancreased considerably. Not
‘onl$ was  the commumiy
irightened by the episade, but
it was also sh.x_h'(_!

Bladen Women

'ound Murdered

“1can’t understand it smd AN
one n—u"du;t whp knew the

Elizabethtown Board

Criticized By Member

By ( REG WHITFIELD
The Efizabethtown Board of
stoners heard a fellow
Cammissioner  strongly
¢ them Tuesday nieht
e to et him
weow abot o special meeling
held Angust 24 at which four
heer permits were issued

Commissioner, Alired Gene
Nmuth, who had said earlier
fhat he was vonsidering legal
nenion’ against the  Board
because he was nol informed

ui the special mecting, tald
Commissinnes Pr'm\ Raker

niered because: he was nat
intornied of the August 24
metting.

Swith, in prepared remarks
and in later discussians with
his icllow Board members,
also called attention to the fact
that the Board is <low_in
revewing its annual audit;

In regards o the spccx:ll
meeting. Smithsaid he feltthe
Tewn Board ‘violated .an’ or-
(luuncc u had adopted carhor

v -was: pullcd,
i {htcumper Tl 1hclr

753 oty audit. long overduc,
was not yet complete

In facl be pomted out, the
197376 audil was yet to be
déne and i€ due Nov. 1. The
audit must be completed
before the Commussioners tan
draw money from a SLO39
million grant and a $581.000
loom from the Farmers Heme
Administration

The money s canmarked for

use in annexation and in-

sallations of water and sewer
lines
Smith alse said the Board

New 4-H Agent

requirement

1 canno! h»:
Baerd o
L0INE £
He sad ‘xL— was pung: i
ines  {or the
Rourd ¢o follow and ‘wosd
preseal these ideas at & futurz
meeling,

Mrs. Lifizan Keith, the 2ows o
cierk. told Smithand theuther
Joard members that one’
-’*1 Inr me tardines: ‘_xy-

.md Y !ack
lsnpu

town office i g
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sports coverage inside.

Reward Sought
In Murder Case

Bladen County Sheriff John
B. Allen has requested, and
apparently will receive, the
offer of a reward. for in-
formation leading to the
conviction of the Kkiller or
killers -of two ‘Bladen: County
women September 6.

According to State Senator

Edd :Nye of - Elizabethtown,
who has been in touch with the -
attorney general’ s office, the .

return at the end of this week
and should the case not be
solved, is expected to
authorize the reward upon his
return. - |

‘The attorney general's
office and the SBI both believe
“that rewards are often helpful
in helping solve cases such as
the: double murder.
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- Gavernor Jim Holshouser is

Riaden Tounty Sheriif Jobn
= Allenhas r.vuswr' a r;e':.\;m:-
teward of RLOGG for
formaiion in connection -
the dgubie murder of

‘?Iat.‘ers CJounty women  on

..un 5, a'\

Shemii Allen issued 3
atement Monday saving he
wiuigé gay the sum for im-
ormaiion ieadiag te the
arrestai the gerson or T persons

cannesied with e il
Jusecivine Daris :'*rc: her
daugnier. Ailege Davis

The bodies nx che; TG WCIMEn

!

Segc. §iuntheir
aurkiy of Elizafethtown. Both
had Beeq: beaten and stabbed
by deatin

The-sheciit reiterated that
the: ur-me \xk,_.:ev.t i the case
remains Josepi: Sledge: Jr.. a

J¥vaearoid escapee from the

W hite: Lake Prison Unit
Sledge escaped the: unit om
. Sundiay: afternoon: Sept. 5. and
i 'na'.s,mcustnd.vm Cumberiand
i ,mum::

S far, szugh he: has not

i neen charged: with the mur-
dm, Sledge faces charges of

 anfo, larceny and: moherv i

P e&evﬂle— and with auto

v and eseape. xm - Biaden

’\’hemﬁ -lﬁeu said Vloncz..v
thatfhe'bd at&empten to: get

: 'acii @e"“’naﬁv-

: ‘_'wa:ds offeced

home two miles
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Sheriff
Issues
Statement

In an apparent effort to
quiet rumors which have
circulated since the bodies of
two badly beaten Bladen
County women were
~d1scovered in their home
Labor Day, Sheriff John B.
‘Allen has issued the following
"s_tatement -
~ “On Sept. 6, 1976, the bodies
ofJ osephme and Ailene Davis
~'were found in their residence.
. ‘They were the victims of a
bmtal stabbmg

aed as to whof':

: “mvolved To dxspel ‘
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federal revenue sharing

"
i
iy

(Continued to page two)

Reward Raised To
$3,500 For Murders

The Bladen County sheriff’s
ﬂfflce has no further in-
fnrmahﬁz on an unabned
_1et‘teij it received last week in
~which know}edge was claimed

den{;Cmmtv women on

e writer of the killer of

has publicly offered the
confidentiality but no one has

come forward as of this

morning.

In another development in
the case last week, Governor
Holshouser  signed  an
authorization offering a

_.reward from the state of $2,500
come for information leading to the
" arrest of the person or persons

»respenslble for the deaths of
d N »:rsi‘Josephme lav1s 74, and

000197
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Prison

(Continued from page 1)

Resources.,
The petition was presented

'w the Bladen Board of

Commissioners Sept. 20 by
Lonnie Davis, immediate
relative of the two women.

- Along with the petrtmn Davis

suggested more guards,at the

;_m]t and that pnsmersj: Wear‘

oy

@ o— O Ne

(U S

ol !

wd ed bed
KL N
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Murder

Victims’

Bodies
Exhumed

The bodiez of two Bladen
Conwty worpern, found brutally
marderad in thelr Rt ’Z
¥Yizzbethiown home on
September 4, were exhumed
for further zutopsy

1“

:ﬁil'_‘:sdc"
Insirset  Attorney Llee J.
7 regussizd (hat the
z of Mrs. Josephine
JJ_a;-z_) v_u: her f‘“uahar‘ Miss
dleen Dizsds, be exhumed,

—~
Cres

;n: £he grder was signed last

Fri I‘:.a) by Hesident Superior
Coyrd Jﬂﬂ;’.& Giles Clark.
ln *he zffadsvit which ac-

© *Before burial,”
fidavit states, “the values of

mM mﬂ mﬁer ,Greer 3
for were made, they were not

ezsentiz] for comparison with
the Jatent palm and finger-
prints found at the crime
scene and without these, it
would be well nigh-impossible
to solve the crime.”
Another reason for the
exhumation and the autopsies
that were to follow, according
to the affidavit, is to deter-
mine the exact cause of death.

the prints and scrapings were

not foreseeable and that while -

inked impressions (of the
v:v:,ixms palms and fingers)

xdemxﬁable;"
The order signed by Judge

’V“?lark states that the bodies

"‘uldibe carried to Chapel
psies by Dr. Page
chief medical officer
of North: Carolina. In addition
io Lhe autopsies, the order

per .mger and pa!m prints
ihemctlms The reports are

dmg suspect in lhe
301 nurder originally was
eph Sledge who escaped

: the 'White  Lake
nt of Correchons on

the af- -

000200
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s The reward for in- el
Felyt » L L. g 196
o formation leading to the &
qﬁet ; ST e . . J..'.‘
v arrest and conviction of et
%« the slayer of two Bladen
= County women on Labor 5=
i Day has been hiked to &%
el : . : g 3 .
ne $4,500: : Bl

i 84,500
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P 10ad as his two friends barely .

1se dirt
of- ' . hap
® : hit
« Three Prisoners Escape ™,
' Res
or | cide
at ~ _ m.
te Lake U *
v White Lake Unait §§g
of | - . ) ;
he Three prlsoners escaped 4:30 p. m. and 6:30 p. m. Jt¢

_Monday from the minimum  Prison officials believe both roa
se furlty ‘White Lake Prison escapes were planned and that bec:
nit on US.},701 Slx mlles north all three were picked up by cons
E - waiting vehicles. mar
- James Locklear was ser- Bt
f"ving-‘ three years for larceny Robi
~and Charles Locklear was 22,

:‘“'f-servmg five years for forgery Rich
t- and uttering and an additional took
left - five months for a prior escape. Pt
ice Phil Thomas Melvin was Robi
1g serving 5-10° years for behi
breakin an‘dv entermg acde

000204



all over the state. In fact. only
about 40 percent of Bladen
hiand need last vear was used

The presence of the blood
bank in Bladen County, then,
does not mean

All persons who can help

during the day should contact
completely Ars. Pait.

Sledge Transferred To

Minimum Security Unit

The man who has been
con dered the “‘prime
05 two Biaden County woinen
was moved last week to a
minimum security prison unit
at Liilingion. according to
prison officials.

Joseph Sledge. Jr., 32. of
Fayetteville. was moved to
the unit in what prison of-
ficials indicated was a tem-
porary move.

Siedge was the prime
suspect in the days im-
medizately following the Labor
Day slayvings of Josephine
Davis. 7. and her daughter,

Ailene Davis, 57. Their bodies

were found in their home near
Elizabethtown :Labor Day
afternoon. .

Sledge was serv mg time on

- larceny charges when he

eacaped from the \\. hite Lake

i the douhts mrdes -

v exhﬂat.on official .

replie_d.
.' ves, _b_rlr he ne: .of;

vxdence been found to charge

hlm or anvone ‘else - he’s in the the last few weeks.”
... Asked ..what the last l;

has develope on the case in

(Contmued to page two)

Elizabethtown Police Chief

Taylor Featured In Mag

Elizabethtown’s Chief of
Police Charles Taylor was
profiled in the winter edition
of *North  Carolina Police
Officer'!; a quarterly law
enforcement. magazine.

The magazines article. on
Taylor gave the police of-
ficer’s background and ex-

‘periences. It cited Taylor for
his. support of his police of-
“-fflcer_s. The: article said of

-**He iis: a- chief who
up for hlS offxcers

December 20, 1931 in Robeson
He is the son of Mr: and Mrs.
Herbert Taylor who now live
in- the Hickory Grove section
(Rt. 2, Bladenboro) of Bladen
County. He is a graduate of
Selenia Commercial College
at Lumberton and. Shufards
Institute in Durham.

Taylor has been in law

enforcement since August of
1958 and has attended several
law enforcement schools from
crime prevention to radar.

Gracie, Taylor's wife is
owner and operator of City
Cafe in Elizabethtown. They
have two daughters, Linda, 12,
" and Lisa, 7, who attend public
school in Ehzabethtow

Tar Heel Squad

The Tar Heel Rescue Squad

Lsa newly formed group which is
st . ‘hoping to provide emergency
n - ambulance and rescue service
f'.in the Tar Heel area, elected

- officers last week.

Jeff. Mercer was ‘elected

"fjﬂ;:chlef Other. officers “incliide

Ele cts. Officers

chief; James Fred Martin, .
Jr., and Jessie Anderson, Jr.,
Lieutenants; Jane Martin,
secretary - treasurer; and
Lewis Barnes, Marjorie Neff,
Lynn. Moore, Raymond
Bedsole and Lynn Singletary,
directors. :

Thomas Kmlaw assxstant

000205



-
7~
=
s
e
-
——
~

o

P el
> = 7

<

P

.

£ o
: - RS 7.
= e A e
— LD
= 7
= ol
s 1\
e
"
"..., . "‘ I
: é [
= 0
|
177}
Ll
ot
(=]
o~
w
ot}
=
(72
Jouns
v

P ¢ | ; esis
Sledge was transferred ast gc?mglghtt Eet back
County "o 1 Cumberlang Qe o s Sheriff
R AN Ry -
~ department of corrections Lillington prison uni
Warren County prison unit, popaoe Prison unit s
then from there to the ppg
angle Correctional Center
Raleigh and from there to
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Police Search For

Man With Knife

Elizabethtown Police and
other law enforcement of-
ficers were continuing their
search today for a voung black
male who accosied a woman

. the -Bladen County cour-
“Jhouse. at knifepaint  Friday

_ < affernoon.

According to Police Chief

- - Chirles Tavlor. the man has

not vet been ideniified. The
inciden{ occurred aboui 3
o'clock at the rear basement

Board To
Protest

" $$$ Share

BY GREG WHITFIELD

The Bladenboro Town
Board of Commissioners
agreed Thursday night to
renew ifs proiest with the

federal government over the
amount of revenue sharing
funds the town receives.

Dave - Barilett. town
manager, said the town has
not received it’s full share of
“aderal funds for two vears in
a row.

The town’s protest last vear
over inaccurate population

f o P

door of the courthouse.

According to Taylor. Mrs.
Ellen  Merritt. 19, of
Elizabethtown. was leaving
the courthouse when she was
stopped by a black male from
behind just before she stepped
outside the door. The man
grabbed her wrist with one
hand and held a knife in his
other hand.

According to what Mrs.
Merritt told police. the man
asked if she were going to
East Bladen High School. She
replied that she was not, and
offered the man her pocket-
book. He refused to take it,
and about that time. another
woman entered the cour-
thouse door.

The woman was told by Mrs.
Merritt that the man had a
Knife and she continued down
the courthouse hallway. The
man at this point turned his
attention from Mrs. Merritt to
the other woman and caught
up with her near the steps on
the west side of the building.
When he asked her to stop and
showed her the knife, she ran
and hollered for help.

The man, at this point,
disappeared and has not been
seen since by the authorities
who are looking for him.

The man was described by
Mrs. Merritt as being about 18
vears of age, approximately

59", with a slender build. He
was wearing a red toboggan,

she said.

: Inmate
FRd ‘:"', 7
- . Escapes

Aninmate at the White Lake
Department of Corrections
escaped this morning as he
was enroute with fellow
prisoners to a work detail for
the Department of Tran-
sportation in Whiteville.

According to officials at the
White Lake unit. Ronnie
McKoy jumped in
Elizabethtown from the
vehicle which was tran-
sporting him and other in-
mates to the work detail.

McKoy is serving 3-4 year
sentence for larceny and

receiving, a felony charge. He

is described as black, 5’7",
and 130 pounds. He has brown

eves and black hair. He is 24

years old and his address is
listed as Elizabethtown.
The escape occurred about

8:15 this morning (Monday).
Persons who see McKoy or
hear of his whereabouts are = |
asked to contact the White |
Department - - of

Lake . T
Corrections. .
S s s
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o security. and if
an ogen facility, it
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H2TIMED

ITSEmiET
T e fEmeas

T SerEse GmSLNT IS umtl 7

el
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iEres il $3305g
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eniss Kinlgw of
cohebtatawn.  Donma
Roumdtree ol Tar Heed, Toresg
rrekiand ol White Lake and

TR

aims y
& S A

AN

LSS RN

mmdhage 1o e Stirouse of
el sbetitowa.

s anouaievent witl: be  Dick

Themessovwiil of Winston - Salem.

: L - Hedge  of Hen-

dessonvile: Joho Holley, Jr..

~onvitle:  Kathryn

¢ vdrsne ey of Kinston,

s
the:

[ Faveitevitle: and

ecurity

fead.: ‘it reaily created a
wEnpping bunch of trouble for

Nve' added. Our folks are
just concerned about an ap
parent lack of security there.”
_“There's no controi at all
there. There have 'been
complaints for years and it's
building up.’” Soles said.
-‘Peaple are tired of the hotel-
type prisons we'have, the lack
of workand the lack of punish-
ment.’”

: Continueé to page four)

laden Pageant

Saturday Night

.'X
dis

separate group of in-
iduais will judge the Litde

AMiss contest. They include
Venus Wailace of Denton.

Sheila Lee of Fayetteville, and
Kenny Lewis of Wilmington.

Music tor the pageant will
he provided by Dorman
“Chandler of Elizabethtown on
the organ and Alan Dossen-
tachr ol Laurinburg -on - the
drums, '

Firemen Seek

ications $$8$

{ire: station would then sound
the: siren and also trigger

e swmei (60208




j_receptlon by Reed. and said he
- believed Reed

~“security at the White Lake
“unit, o o
 The. Senator

AWty O e e e -

and two

- Representatlves also talked -
. wnth Reed about erecting a
o f p_und the. Chapel
under ‘ construction

'presenﬂy_ |
Wh Lake umt Reed

.....

Reps Seek Securlty o

(Lontmued lrom page one)

Nye sald later he was
pleased with the legislators’

~would take -
- “immediate” action to boost -

P

three talked with' Reed about
having the pews in the chapel
fastened down to the floor so
they could not be moved and
the building lose its ap -
peazance as a chapel e

o — — P

A n'umber Of area citizens

- have’ expressed concern that

the pews in the chapel be
made statlonery, ‘SO the

'_'bulldmg will not become a-
~“‘pool: hall”’” and ‘be used for -

V'P’_other purposes other than
’ ___.f,WOl‘Shlp e ,

“ordmg to the law"
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Many Unsolved Cases

at

ot

10t

he In Bladen

ht (Continued from page one)

ss

2t Police Department, 36 lar- $126.554 in property reported
m cenies reported to the stolen to the Bladen County
5 Bladenboro Police Depart- Sheriff's Department, $52,807

ment; 2 motor vehicle thefts
reported to the Bladenboro
i3 Police Department; seven
larcenies were reported to the
Clarkion Police Department;

m- two robberies reported to the
15, Elizabethtown Police
by Department; seven

12t aggravated assault cases
reported to the Elizabethtown
Police Department; 10
breaking and entering cases
reporied to the Elizabethtown
‘In Pdlice Department; 59 lar-
of cenv cases reported to the
Elizabethtown = Police
Department; and one motor
vekicle theft reparted to the
Elizabethtown Police
is. Dwameﬂt. <

in addition the ‘North

reparis cdf four aggxavated

imﬁonsqpphedto thestate
e Departmen

2 MEhzabethtown Pohce
8. Depaxtmnm. the Bladenbom

Carolina Highway patrol in i
Bladen County. : handles oL
The report mc!udes m-‘ {

:thheBladmCmmtyShenffs iz
~the

of that recovered; $,373 in
property reportedstolen to the
Bladenboro Police Depart-
ment, $1,319 of that was
recovered; $974 in property
reportedstolen to the Clarkton
Police Department, none was
recovered; and $8,965 in
property reported stolen to the
Elizabethtown Police
Department, $4,970 of that was
recovered.

On a state wide basis, the
report shows that North
Carolina averages 568 serious
crimes daily. Included in that
number is murder, rape,
robbery, aggravated assault,
burglary, larceny and motor
vehicle theft.
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Allen Will Not Seek
New Sheriff Term

Bladen County Sheriff John
B. Allen ended weeks of
speculation about his political
future this morning with a
brief announcement that he
will not seek re-election.

In a prepared statement,
Sheriff Allen said: “For a
long time I have called upon
you, the people of Bladen
County, for your vote and
support. Not once have you

said no. I thank you all and 1
love you all.

“I will not be a candidate to
succeed myself for the
sheriff's office in the up-
coming Democratic
primary."”

The sheriff would make no
further comments about his
decision to this newspaper. It
is assumed that he will fill out
his present term, which ex-

Three Deputies

Now In Race

Following the announcement this morning that Bladen
County Sheriff John B. Allen would not seek re-election, his
Chief Deputy, Broadus Hester and two other deputies filed
for the position.

Hesler. a 26-year veteran of the Bladen County Sheriff's
Department, has served as Chief Deputy for the past six
vears. He is a Bladen County native from Route 1, Bladen-
boro.

The 51-vear old Hester has never sought public office
before with the exception of a defeat about 28 years ago for
position of Township Constable in Bladenboro Township.

Hesler has 28 years of law enforcement experience, having
worked for two years on the Bladenboro Police Department-
prior to coming to the sheriff's department.

He served in the past on the Board of Directors for the
North Carolina Law Enforcement Officers Association.

Upon filing for the position Hester said, "I have been loyal

" .and dedicated to the good peoplé of our great county and have
““wailed for this opportunity for26 years and feel very strongly*

that 1 desesve a chance to seek the office of sheriff."

“Now that T have worked-my way up to the rank of major
as chief deputy I have been urged by a large number of my
friends to file if my hoss every decided on retiring," Hester
continued. "'it willbe my sincere aim to have enough help to
continue a 24 hour protection hy assigning more deputies
over the county. We are presently understaffed and don't
have a chance for the updated schools to better our force in
coping with the present day criminal so more schooling is on
my mind."

The other deputies who filed today are EF. “Gene'" Kelly
and Jue Kelly. Both now serve on the Bladen County Sheriff's

Department. Neither could be reached for comment prior to
presstime

pires in December,

Allen first took the oath of
office as sheriff December 2,
1946, and has been sheriff
continuously since that time.
He won eight straight elec-

“tions.

Sheriff Allen did not say this
morning whether or not he
would endorse anyone for his
job when he retires. Since he
made his decision publie,
three deputies have already
filed for the job. They include
Broadus Hester, the chief
deputy under Sheriff Allen,
F.E. (Gene) Kelly, and Joe
Kelly.

The latter Kelly is actually
employed through the
Sheriff’s Department by the
Bladen County Board of
Education. His position is paid
for by an LEAA grant and his
primary responsibility has
been to the school system;

though he does work also as a

regular deputy when he is
needed.

Twoothers had already filed
for sheriff. Jabe Frink of

ALLEN

Bladenboro, who had run
unsuccessfully against  Allen
twice and had lost by only a
narrow margin in a second
primary four years ago, and
Bobby Roberts, of Bethel
Township, the present
chairman of the Bladen
County Board of Com-
missioners, hadfiled earlier in
January. '

With Allen's decision not to
seek re-election, others are
expecled to enter the race
before the February 6
deadline.

Wachnvia To Expand

Wachovia Bank and Trust Company has announced plans
to expand its Dublin Office, Work is expected to begin within
30 days oti the addi!ldn of 300 square feet to the existing

“lacility. T o~ -

Clyde . Jordan, omce eXecutwe for Wachavia's
Elizabethtown Office, made the announcement. -

“Werecently expanded the staff and services of this office
and have just completed the installation of safe deposit boxes
to make this office a full-service branch,” said Jordan. “The
expansion of the building will provide for an expanded lobby
and the addition of two private offices."

“We consider this one more example of our commitment to
this area," said Jordan, ‘“and our promise to provide the best
possible service to our customers."

Jordan said the branch will remain open for its regular
business hours during the construction phase, which is ex-
pected (o take six weeks for completion. The Dublin Office is
managed by Mrs. Cynthia N. McClure. 000214
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¢ Quoted Newspaper In Bladen County

x, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 1978
M

E@Lﬁ%

A'Bladen County grand jury
: Thursday indicted Joseph
: Sledge Jr.; a former Fayet-
: leville resident, in the 1976
i stabbing deaths of an elderly
Bladen County womanand her
daughter.

Sledge. 34, was an escapee
el 35; from the Whiie Lake Prison
l(L::s & unit in Bladen County at the

; Z:I time of the Labor Day killings.
sof %
fof 2 He was arrested three days
it :,: after the (teaths of Nrs.
% i -Josephine Davis, 74, and Miss
-- % Ailene Davis, 53, and
f:' questioned in ﬂu. killings. He
was charged with the escape
and automobile theft, but until

Thursday,

“agent,

he had not been § W

10° PER COPY

12 PAGES

and Bladen Sheriff's
deputy Phil Little.

Sledge’s case has not been

calendared for trial.

An SBI spoksman said last
\\eel\ that new evidence had
been uncovered in the case
and that an arrest could occur

‘within a short time.

Although authorities have
declined to sax what new
evidence had been uncovered,
local officials have been
assisted in the investigation
by the SBI new murder squad,
formed to try to crack un-
solved muwders in the state.

R S R R

Members of the Bladen
County Sheriff's Department
maintained an air of secrecy
this week around Sledge’s
transfer from Raleigh.

Bladen County Sheriff John
B. Allen. who is retiring this
vear, called the killings the
most brutal murders he had
seen in some 30 years as
sheriff.

Almost lmmedlately the
m\estxgauon focused ‘on
Sledge! At the time of his
escape. Sledge was serving a
four-year term for theft
charges. Four days after_ the

Sledge Indicted

In Davis Murders

dauble slaying. Sledge was
arrested in Dillon, S.C., and
returned to Cumberland
County where he was
questioned about the killings.

The questioning apparently
failed to implicate him in the
killings at the time, although
he was never officially
dropped as a prime suspect,
officers said.

He was later sentenced to
six to eight years for his
escape, and in April, 1977, he

" was convicted of stealinga.car

during his bid for freedom and °

was given a four-year sen-

tence for that conviction.
Two months after the.

charged in the deaths of the } \
wamen, ;although authorities \

\..

uid ‘he had “continued to be
considered a suspect.

Since:then, Sledge had been 3
held in° Raleigh's- Central:|
Prison uniil he was moved to 3
the  Bladen - County ja ll
Tuesday,

The grand jury met Jor 3
nc*nlv o hnuh 'l‘hur:.dnv

Hospital Gets
State Grant

/ﬁf’.‘?/ﬂa’dﬂ?/ﬁ%‘i’.ff

o

killings, Dis'rict Attorney Lee
Grier of Whiteville requested
an order to exhume the Davis
bodies in: order to compare
palm pnnts with prints found
at the scene of the crime, and
to‘have scrapings made from
berieath  the fingernails, ac-
cording to reports.

.“Bladen" resident -Superior
Court Judge Giles R. Clark
d’  the order for




' In Bladen County

Venue Change
For Sledge

Bladen County Superior held in Bladen County jail ceny, escape, reqeiving stolen
Court Judge Giles Clark without bond. ~ goods and breaking and en-
Monday signed a change of Sledge was serving an eight-  tering prior to the recent in-
venue order for the trial of year sentence for auto lar- dictment. ~
Joseph Sledge who is charged
with theslaying of two Bladen

Courty women. ":: ?';
- The trial will be held in I l S R
Whiteville, May 1. = ay Or ays ".E», '

Judge Clark, in ordering the
chznge of venue, acted after
defense zitorney Reuben L.
Moore. “Jr. argued that
publicity surrounding the case
would make it impossible for

o~

.'ﬁﬁm
-:':W =

heorr _Sledge to get a fair trial in % g :
qHan Pfaden Counfy. 2 B
=y Al the Mnnday hearing, 55 InSPBCtlon %
herny  C(lark agreed that the pre-trial ;.:E N
olinz. publicity in Bladen County & : :
ey could present a problem. - .‘.- I{epresentatlve R«m Taylor conflrmed thls mormng that he:

; - An escapee from the V\hit'e ‘- -refus_ed to‘allow: representatlves of OSHA mspect the Taylor
sy, 1-aKe minimum secunty :‘51

-::;i:’*-

represents - Bladen, ﬂColumbus and
-the ' North. ‘Carolina - House :of -
~thre '()SHA officials and 3
: dep ies sought to. mspect the
would glve no ¥

prison unit-at'the time of fh'f
September 6, 1976 murders i
Sledge was' mdlc!e F‘ebrua
23 by rhe Blad ;

~e

z_:s:-.zasf«r-f IS

47;::(

auvi ler, Adeen
Siedge s cur




“Murder Victims Exhumed

ELIZABETHTOWN, N.C. (AP) — The bodies of two women who were murdered
in their Bladen County home Sept. 6 were exhumed for further studies and reburied
this week, officials reported. |

Superior Court Judge Giles Clark signed the authorization for Josephine Davis
and her daughter Aileen Davis to be exhumed Tuesday. The authorization was
sought by Dist. Atty. Lee J. Greer who said in an affidavit that fingerprints and
palmprints were found in the victims' home. The women's prints were not obtained
prior to burial, he said.

000219



Sheriff And SBI S

NOV 777 1

By DENNIS PATTERSON
Ot The Times Stalt
LIZABETHTOWN — On Labor Day,
i, Mrs. Omega Hales walked up the
d o check on her 74-year-old mother
53-vear-old sister who lived in a
rhy farmhouse,

. the farmhouse, Mrs. Hales found
iving room wrecked and bloody.

er mother and’sisler and-had heen
i abb d " bludgeoned . almost!

d; ‘stabbed 'a

and‘recognition,

- Their bodies were discovered by Mrs
Hales 12 hours later.

The double slaying came as a shocking
blow in the .small farming community
near here where the Davis women lived.
Neighbors and friends of the two women
were stunned that the violent crime “had
happened here.” .

E":._m:.nocsc. Sheriff John B. Allen

called the killings the most brutal mur- -
“ders he had seen in 30 years as sheriff,

T i i

special‘team:of SBI homicide specialists
{and -sheriff’s deputies -has::continued to
icheck and recheck each:lead in'the case.

hie T4;months since thie slayings, a.

51

eeking Clues

News Update

This is another in a continuing series
of articles on a subject that has appear-
cd in the news in the past. If you have
a subject for News Update, please call
Tip-Line at 323-1441 to give your sugges-
tion.

-

"It is still an active case, one that we are
pursuing along with sherifl's deputies.”

- The investigation originally focused on
Joseph Sledge, a 32-year-old convict who
escaped from the White Lake Prison Unit

. ’No-one has been arrested, hut. SBI'
: lofficials say the case has a high priority
. ifor.the SBI:homicide squad.’

/ “This case is still top priority,” said
Lin Hardin, SBI district chief, last week.

the day before the two women were
killed. .

The prison unit ‘is close. (o' the Davis
home; and bloodhounds ‘used ‘(o™ track
Sledge after his'escape led officers In the'
igeneral «direction of {he ‘Davis farm-
house:

Four days after the slaying Sledge was
arrested in Dillon, S.C., and returned to
‘Cumberland County jail where he was
questioned about the killings.

Sledge later was ‘sentenced to six to
cight years for his escape. Ilowever,. he
was not implicated in the murders of the
two women.

In April, 1977, Sledge was convicted of

000183

In Davis Murders

’ .
stealing a car in Fayetteville hours after
the two women were Killed. He received
a four-year sentence for that conviction.

‘Allhough_Sledge has never. been  offi-
cially’dropped.as a:prime.suspecl. inthe
Klllings, ‘investigators have_ continiied to
go -over.and over:leads in”the ‘case,
hoping” to_come up_ with clues’ that were
overlooked, “clues that might reveal the
murdereér:

“Both -our agents and ‘deputies have
‘gone- hack:over leads in ‘the case,”
Hardin said. “In ‘facl, this week we've
been rechecking some things In’it.

{"“The 'investigation is' far  from being
finished.
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FEB2s47s 10
By JOR nbrrmzdnz JRR.

Special To The Times

ELIZABETHTOWN — A Bladen Coun-
ty grand jury Thursday indicted Joseph
Sledge Jr., a former Fayetteville - res-
ident, in_ the' 1976 stabbing deaths of an

L esmEne U elderly Bladen
County -woman ~and
her daughter.

Sledge, 34, was an
escapee  from the
White Lake - prison

Paks

ty at the time of the
Labor Day killings.
He was arrested
three days after the
deaths of Mrs. Josephine Dayis, 74, and
Miss Ailene Dayis=ss=iii"qicstioned in
the killnEs“ e was charged with the
escape and-automobile theft, bul until
Thursday, he had not been charged in

dicted In

unit in Bladen Coun-

thorities said he had continued
considered a suspect.

Since then, Sledge had ‘been held in
Raleigh’s Central Prison until he “was
moved {o the Bladen County jail Tues:

to "be

day.

The grand jury met for nearly two
hours Thursday before returning the
murder indictments. Sledge was later
arraigned before Superior Court Judge

D.B. Herring Jr. of Cumberland County,
who has been assigned to hold court in
Bladen County,

The two murder indictments were sig-
ned by Henry Poole, a State Bureau of
Investigation agent, and Bladen sheriff’s
deputy Phil Little.

Sledge's case has not been calendared.
for trial. I s

{An:SBI spokesman reportedly said last~

week that new evidence had ‘been uncoy.

occur within a short time.

ay: what new evidence had ibeer
ered; local officials:have b

I 2w murder
isquad, formed-lo" ry to_crackunsolved'
‘murders in the state.

Members of the Bladen County: sher-
iff's department maintained an -air- of
secrecy this week around Sledge’s trans-
fer from Raleigh. )

Bladen County Sheriff John B. Allen,
who is retiring this year, called the
killings the most -brutal murders he had
seen in some 30 years as sheriff, )

Almost immediately the investigation
focused on Sledge. At the time of his
escape, Sledge was serving a four-year
term for theft charges. Four days after
the double slaying. Sledge was arrested
in Dillon, S. C., and returned to Cumber-

Although authoritics have declined 1o

isled i j

’76 Bladen Slayings

the deaths of the women, although au- iered'in the case-and:(hat an arrest could’

years for :his escape, and in April, 1977,
he was coiivicled of stealing a car during
his bid for freedom and was given a
four-year sentence for that conviction,
Two maonths after the killings, District

Attorney Lee -Grier of Whiteville reques--

ted an order-to exhume the Davis bodies
in order to compare palm prints with
prints found at the scene of the crime,

and (o have -scrapings made from
heneath the [fingernails, according to
reporls.

Bladen resident Superior Court Judge
Giles R. Clark issued the order for exhu-
mation,

000185
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wder trial of Joseph and received a change in the
311 was (‘0 begin» this location of the trial because of
e\ the, extensni ';;f,;pukﬂlcﬁ"
.,volvmg Sledge ‘and. ‘he
murders. - oS
~ Sledge, 34, was an escapee
from the White Lake Prison
" Unit at the -time of the mur- -
ders. He was, from the
beginning, a'suspect in the
"case, but he was not. charged
with the murders until
February of this year. |
A Bladen " County Grand ?
Jury returned a true bill of"
_indictment against Sledge on

; Februa rv 23.

‘ ;00023'5
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Two Fellow Inmates =

Sing
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Testify In Trial

“pe
fici

convicted felons who were:at separate prisons with . 242,
Hvo

Siedge. Jr. during the months after the brutal double Donnie Lee Sutton, a prisoner at the Sampson County

5ol two Bladen County women. testified in Whiteville Prison Unit in Clinton, testified that on September 17, 1976,

Court Tuesday that Sledge admitted (o them that he ululc in the Cumberland Luun(v jail, SI(-(IU- told hirn about
5 pe dnd lhe

the two women in 1976.
charged with two counts of jirst degree-murder in
mber 6, 1976, deaths ol riveaiald Josephine Davis . § ot

daughter, ‘53-yeat-old Kiléen Havis, in. iheir un- : N
dframe hqu_sc 115 miles North of Elizabethtovin on NC

ant
f1a
pre
|14l
ant
inl
Hu
Hu

tHu
"' [

; e ; an Baker, Jr., currently sevving a term for hreaking
bethtown native AJuhn : andentering at White LdkL Prisoni Unit, testified that in June
Mingway has been Vice! Pre 1977, he and Sledge’ lulkud nboul thie murders at the Moore

- Executive Vice-': (‘en(. 1 Mhmg JEur : : son Unit i

‘ruuﬁimf at-him-and he hil
othier woman tricd-to

crazy or something and kept
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I, a violation of state

WHITEVILLE
chailenges, 3 ju
timony begen M
fermer Fayetteviile
nwrdering @ middle-zged

ayv in the

County woman ang her elderly: nioih-
r he escaped from prison on

er afi

— After only Iwo
was seated and tes-

man accus

YETTEVILLE OBSERVE
UESDAY, MAY 271978 ———- —

en iving in their blood-spattered cabin
of { N.C. 242 north of Elizabethtown.

fud of 2 Litile testified that when he and
of Gvputy Earl Sturms toox Sledge and
retreced his escape route from prison
four dzys aiter the murders, Sledge
revealed knowledge of the murders

Bladen

about 4:20 p.m..on Sept: 5
prison is located -about:.five riiles
north of the Davis:home~and*about °
seven miles north of Elizatiethtown.

At about 19 p.m.
Sledge's escape, Mrs. Omega lHales,
sister and daughter lo the two_slain

1ast- fime that anyone “sai
women alive.
Mrs. Hales returiied carly lhe mo!
ing of Sept. 6, 1976, and when .her
knocks on her mother's door went
unanswered, she struggled to open the
door_and found her_sister 1y

on the day of

ward refused to rein-
im to his supervisor's

joard voted to run its
-tax listings in The
3 Indian Voice, a
ike weekly newspaper,
ost of 30 cents per

Lbe the first.time the. - --

been run in a newspa-
er than the Robesoni-
ifterncon daily.

ounty will pay The In-
ice 50 cents per name.
roximately $16.000, o
list.

In Bladen

T LT DEY WOOKCHd 1976

Trial Opens

Iy claims to be 2
showed o emation 23
his chair scratching

Slaylngs Josephine Davis
ter. Ailene Da

3 wers

vle u:w WOUR

tace of bath won
In over iwo

Bladen Cous

deseribed how hie {ound the 1wo wem-

Joseph Sledge Jr.: 34, who reported-
black muslim,
e slouched in
shaved head
and bearded chin, listening to testime-
ny CORCErning ﬂ'e rlurde‘s of \Ir>

beaen ch.zr;:(-d in Eath
sted te muiti-

in the chest; neck and

3nd their Iocztion before cither of the
d-zp' s ave him such information.
“We were pul.ed over on the shoul-
der of the road in froat-oi-the -Davis
house and ne (Sledge} pointed to the
kouse and said ‘A black man didnt
kil them two women. A while man
did. A hlack man wouldn't have cut
them women up fike that,”™ Liule tes-
tified.
“Litté s2id undér oath ihit he had
i vei guestioned Sledge about the

Hales,

the car.

se has already received a six to
iLosear seatence {or his escape
Virite Leke prison unit at

women, came home from the Church
of God and oifered to take Mrs.
Josephine Davis home. Ier mother
Jived just 30 yards north of Mrs.
immediately across the road
rom the Church of Ged.

Mrs. Hales has said that when she
drove her mother up in the yard. her
sister, Miss Ailene Davis, opered the
door and grected them, but did not
“come out on the porch. Mrs. iiales
<z2id she did not bother to get out of

When Mrs. Davis
weat in the board and
closed the door as
alling out of the dris

pool of blood against the .door
inside. She said her mother was lying
several feet away, also seve
stabbed. -

Little’s testimony describing
murder scene as he found it confir:
med Mrs. Hales' account. Liltle told
the jury of 10 whites and two blacks
that the bodies were found stabbed
numerous_times_in_the neck face, and
upper body and that the rcom was
“splattered with blood.” He illustrat
ed his testimony with photographs
taken at the scene the day the mui
ders were distovered.

Sledge. who sat heavily chained and
manacled. displayed no reaction to
the courlrcoin scene.

and her daughter
ten house
s, Hales was
L it was the

hree Indian memters
ward voted for the new

4+ with--The~-Voice."
is an Indian-owned
von.

;IPUpﬂ
lapsing

iiter a spelhng lesson.

d.that was_net_an.un-._].

equest, since ihe bay
sortedly suliered from
y ailmenl.

ts shocked. Thee is a
adness in our hearts.”
ickett said. “The chil-
e very upset.”

dbed as an average
who was well-liked by
students, Minter was
no restrictions  for
1 cducation or other
stivities, even though
had heart trouble in

ALL FEES MUST BE PAID AT THE TIM
per quarter hour or $§39.00 maximum in-s

fee.

Payment of tuition and other lzes or cos:
check (in-state bank cnly), BankAmencard,
will te accepted for the amount oi tu
on out-ol-state banks. second pariy chec :
costs will not. be accepted for payment of
enrolled unlil his fee i1s psid.

‘Ou,

O
ch

>

WEDNESDAY, MAY 3 or T

OF REGISTRATION. T
2:2 id oui-oi-slete
per quarter hour tnrough 11 hours oi 195.(:" MoK

“Registér For Favetteville Technical Institute’s
ON-CAMPUS SUMMER EVENING COURSES

THURSDAY..MAY.4. ..

3:00 - 3:00 P.M. 38:30 A.M. -

AT THE GYMNASIUM

Tl is a Ser
snce i

SUMMER QUARTER BEGINS TUESDAY, MAY 23

8:00 P.M.

ATTENTION SERVICEMEN and VETERANS

cemen’s Opportunity College (SOC). Veterans Administration: -
itable for veterans =nd sarvicemen enrolled in business, college
public service, lzchnical and vocational subjects.

rans shouid contact the Veleran's Counselor,
or a'regular Counseglor iér campleid’ infarmation on V.A. requirement

the, Veterans:=Oufreac

i o e ENDS FAIDAY AUGUST 11
sunty Schaools.
¢ a terrible tragedy. o QTR. Ax kA A kk kA A A A A h A Ak Ak hE Ak khL
aever had a death oc- TITLE FIRS. DAYS TLE HRS yime pavs - ¥
ke s ociore in *
* Autry said. " BUSINESS EDUCATION GENERAL EDUCATION (CONT} % OPE?‘\! HOUSE )
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raun hegan falling in Comberland County
Winlnesday
Shaw

meht (Sl phmto—pall

R ** By l. L. PATE

Statt writey

WHITEVILLE — Aller denying a defense motion to seques.
ter the jury, Superlor Court Judye D.B. leering Jr. ordered a
Jury of nine men and three women to return this moming at
9:30 o continue declding the Innecence or gullt of Joseph
Sledge Jr. I.P the stabbing deaths of a mather and dauchter in
1976,

The [nrmer Fayetteville maon faces two fist.degree murder
charges In the deaths of Mrs, Jos<ephine Davis, 73, and her

f—Syuarald—daughter--Allens-—Thi— twa-women were foumd—(4ledeey thought (0re Wabld coine aul of (hose women when

stahbed and mutilated in their uneainted frame house two
miles north of Ellzabethtown an Sept. 5. 1976,

Sledge, who was an inmate at the White Lake Prison unit six
miles north of Ellizabethtown, had esvaped Sept. 5, 1936 from
the unit and was recaptured.four. days latur in-Billon:-

—Thic “Jury was sent out for a verdict at ahmt 25 p.m.
3 that they

wednesday and the jury foreman reported at 5
were nat close to reaching a declsion, Herring denied a mntinn
hy Sledse’s enurt-appuinted atterney, Reuben Moore of Eliza.
bethtown, ta seclude the jury. He sent the 12 jurors home (o
the night, warning them not to read. watch or listen (o any
news accounts of the trial.

Attorneys for the state and the defease spent
Wednes wsion maving thaie tinal o L

mnst of

e

C————"pomafd Leée Suiion, who was in the Cumberland County Jait

Sledge Av/vdii"s Verdict.
In Trial In Whiteville

Groor alen discountnd Moare's offaris 1o diseredit the tean
mony af twe prison inmates whe claimed that Sleduee
fesssed the Davis menders o them m jail on two ditferem
oveasions fullowing hee recapturs, -

Ronnie Lee Sutton aed Herman Raker, both sfill <erving timee
in prisan, testified in detail Tuesday ahout confessiong Sledize
sllegedly avede to them concerning the deathe of the twa Davis
women,
er, who has one more sear ta seeve for breaking aned
entering, testified thet Sledee, who is reportedly 2 bk
Muslim, tald him last searin o Carthage prison camo that ke

cut them insteid of hload heeause he thaught they wenes *she
devils.” meant to trick the black man . He sand he <prinkled
black pepper around the hack door hefare leaving so the spicl
of the *she-devils' eoulila’t (ollow him.”

with the defendant fotiowing Slediee’s recapture, said
went in the house after waiking thraueh the wonds from the
prison hecause he theught it was unnrcopied. Sutton saud
Sledge told kim he had 2ot intended (o kill the women, bt that
they Surprised him and “*he was put in 4 position where he had
s

It was thee can of hlack pepper upnn which the prosecution
hased ity asserting that Sledue al the eru
s 1

- Vil

Assisted by deputy distriet attoene, ael Fasley, solivitor
Lee Greer and Lester Chalmers, a special prosecutor from the
state attarney gencral’s affice, spoke for ane hour and forty.
five minutes.

Chalmers invoked the Golden Rule to the jury in a king for a
guilty verdict an both counts, reminding them that “we are our
hrother's keeper and as our brather's keeper, we have a duty
to perform. *

1 hope that by bringing hack verdicls of guilty, jurivs. will
deter other peaple fram committing crimes,” Chalmers said.

Chatmers also quoted o hattlefield leter fron Rubert FL Lee
o his son: 1 don’t know whether FIE live o die, .. But to yuu,
[ sy this: Do oyour duty, tor duty® is e most sublime word in
the Envlish langoage ™

As he paced up and down gesticulating in front of the jury
hax. the puest proceentor’s voire would eise and (all with

toatart acain.

“We dont want sympathy on either sule” Geeee told the
jury. “aeither because the detendant v black aor hevans the
victims were two older women wha lived alone.*
whe called Stoore “thee hest attoeney in this part of the
waraed the urey. owever o hewire of e defense
fawver s smakesere farties

The district attorarey chareed that Mooaee had purposefully
used nnly weleeted s of some of Shadee’s statemwents in
reselingg them to the durs, teaving ot pertinent parts whivh
were Later hrought out in testimony by <Gite witnesses

r

1

£8§S5

'nding

e ey e

ot la tage
catthn

"

e

partiy
lereen
oo e

[ Medical Unit

[y PAT RIVIERS

At wearee

A PINEHURST 2= Threr separate eecnninns concerning nl
tingal health ansaeanee wall b considiped by (e Nurth Caro-
litt Medieal Sneety this sevkend

Do taes Trnme eenss the sbate eathoped here this altornmm
Tur the apening sesson ol the saensty o fe dav annil mest-

et aape espipen bl et Sanggeley o nnmbiee ol
1 cosalutions s b twa appostng pasaeal el msarane,

gyt e e Ao g A o et oot

RITIE

ematinn as it reached pecindic eeosesados — thea denp off -

- 4
vy rhrTT

prisoners o have kanwn ahont the pepper can or the laee
amounts of blood found splattered throuchout the cabin,
Aladen County Sherif(™ Detective Phillip Little testified that
the pepper can was the only ahject fuund an the kitchen fanr
during his initial investiyation. After finding no fingerprints an

Lit. Little said he retuened the can to its original postion on the

floar. swheere he said it cemained from Sept. 8, 1976, until Feh
171938, when it was eetrieved as new evidence' after Linth
heard Sutton’s aceount al Sledee’s confession,

Greer admytted ta the yev that 5

cumstantial evidenee, savine theee was nothing definte 2
Linges Sfesefgus At thee ereimie eene,

Maare alsn questioned the whereabouts of Sledee™ prises
clathes, askingd why his pants weren't produced and ahy o
hivad was found an any af s nther elothes :

“1 believe this stabe his an ohhitation to serve truth and
fusties in this matter,” Moanre sind T heliove all the evafenes
shutild have heen braught here fur 30u ta examine in decuhnye
this matter.

“There were 97 sets of finceeprinis taken. acearding 1o
state's witnesses, Thiere were plaster casts of (atprints tak
yot nane of these have heen presented in the courtronm,
Muure told the jury

Sets Session

Tlant s espeeted (oo talk dwnt hes primary eare peapnsal a.
well as the federalls eequieed certiheate of need Law
_ Fruday night deterates will ksve an anporsinins o talk with
vartns st heoslitars duene the snoeseto plineal achon
Cunpttee banguet .

A rosabition e e Fassgth Sekes e Comie Sericad
Sty calle e st ol the AMA'S proposal tar aatanl
[T (RO STIRD

Flie ASEA peoguas o] woanlel ke compeshens g peis e elin
et e anatblile themggh e ate lu-.-lll|6- Gt e (RN

T



Columbuis: County

Tiat, the 10 Whites:
; :

thtle lestmed lhe pepper ¢

,caplurcd lour - Sept. 6, 1976, -until Feb. 17, 1978 when it was ret
3 = evndeuce

WO prisoh inmates ds sGsi Rt Sledge's attorncy. Rcuben Muore of bluabcthlown ‘ argued to :
htestified-Sledge- admllted on—dntt‘erent——the jury-that thestate had:not-proved beyond- reasonablu doubt
¥ that stedge was posntwely at the murder scerne. :

jail cell conleesmn s00n a[u.r he was . The tnal which was mo\ed because .of pubhcnv about -the

id Sledge told him last year he.com- - case.in Elizabethtown, will probablv be held agam in Whuml
S R S e S lc.Greersmd ;

quneh‘ Murder

.-:bolld He was released Mondav without charges after
; questlomng that reportedly lasted most of the day

:.. When' Lacy. McLean armed to take h|s half snster to

“fully clothed on the floor of her lnlng room v.xth most of

am, Thursday and - the lights turned on.

f ”P_a’t,s‘y‘l,ee McLean, 70, 'who .

.fhe doctor-on-Friday;-April-28. he-found Ms. McLean -: /'

2 Harnett County Coroner Paul Drew or Dunn sand the f
v:chm s. throal was slashed in two places one. on each :

f
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Tain began falting in Cumberland County

soldier was shot ar
Fayetteville man  sla
~with a knife in a braw
_Hillshora  Street Wedne:
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n E Eﬂga ﬁ : Eiagva e ’ Hospital was  Klaus 1}
Foster, listed as a memb
By J. L. PATE Greer also discounted Maore's efforls to discredit the testi-
At weiee mony of two prison inmates who claimed that Sledge con-
s @ Tesssod v DAvis murders 0 (hem in jail on two dilferent
WHITEVILLE — After denving a defense motion to seques-  occasions following his recapture.
ter the jury. Superior Court Judge D.B. Herring JIr. ordered a Ronnie Lee Sutton and [erman Baker, bath still serving time
jury of nire men and theee wol morning at  in prison. lestified in deiail Tuesday about confessions Sledge
4:20-to_continue i atlegedly made to them concerning-the deaths of the tworDavis
Sledge Jr. In the s women.
197 er. who has one more year o serve for breaking and
former Fayeiteviile (sees wwo first-degree murder  emering. testifivd ihat Sledie. who is reportedly 2 blacl
charges in ihe deaths of Mrs, Jos 7 and her  Muslim. told hin last year in a Carthage pri
slveac-old daughier. Aflvae. The wo women were found  (Sledge) thougin fire would come out of ths
stabbzd and mutil in their unpainted frame house twe et them instead of blood hecause he thought lhE\' were ‘ﬁhc-
miles north of Elizabetitown on Sept. 6. 1976, devils,” meant to trick the black man. . . He s:
Sledge, who was an inmate at ihe White Lake Prison unit six  black pepper avound the back door hefare | nlu-'m the .\plrll
nnlv.-& norlh of Elizabetinown, had escaped Sept. 3, 1936 from o the “she-devils® couldn’t follow: him."™
recapiured four days later in Dillon. $.C. Donald Lee Sutton, who was in the Cumberland County Jail
rdict 3t abowt 535 pan. __with the defendant_following_Sledue’s. s, -said Sledge
M reporied fouse after walking through the woods from the
were not c¢lose to reaching 2 decision. Herring denicd o motion  prison because he (hought it was unaccupied. Sulton said
by Sledue’s court-appointed stiorney. Reuben Muore of Eliza- edgze tald him fie had not intended (o Kill the women, but that
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By DENNIS PATIERSON
Of The Times Stalt

WHITEVILLE — ._.nm::s.
ny started Monday in the
Columbus  County Superior
Court-trial of a former Fay-
etteville man accused of two
1976 -murders while he was a
prison escapee.

Jose I Sledge Jr. had es-
ciped; m._.mq
Prison Unit in Bladen County
on Sept. 5, 1976 — the day
before the bodies of Mrs.
Josephine Davis, 71, and her

fiiliE\White Lake -

._E_n_:e.. 53-year-old Ailene
Davis, had been discovered in
their home two miles north of
Elizabethtown.

Sledge was  recaptured
Sept. 9, in Dillon County, S.C.,
and returned o Bladen Coun-
ty Sept. 10.

He was indicled on two
murder charges in (he case
by the Bladen County Grand
Jury on Ieb, 23, 1978,

‘The trial gol off to a quick
start Monday, with a jury

seated after only two chal-
lenges.
_‘In almost two hours of testi-:
mony, Bladen:County Depuly:
Phillip Little said that Sledge,
after he was n.:,::....._ told
him .and another deputy. that’
a_white: man, nol ‘a_ black
man, brutally - murdered the
two Bladen County wonien,
r_Eo said Sledge _E:_m the
statement -four days: after the
women’s bodies were found in
their home.:

Little’ testified he and. %_E..

ity Earl! mS::m drove:Sledge’
:.E: the prison-unit- to the!
'Davis:home Sept.' 10 {rying lo
'retrace the “route: of  his. es-
‘cape.

“We were pulled over on
the shoulder of the road in
front of the Davis house,” Lit-
tle testified. “Ile (Sledge)
pointed to the house and said
‘A'black man didn't kill them
two women. A white man did,
A black man wouldn't have

cut them
that.”

Little testified he had not
yel questioned. Sledge about
the murders, and did not tell
Sledge they were parked in
front of the Davis house.

Little spent nearly two
hours on the stand Monday
afternoon describing the mur-
der scene (o the jury of 10
whites and two blacks.

Little, using photographs
taken at the scene, told the

women up like

y Begins In Trial Of Sledge For Blade

jury:the body of Aileen Davis
was found lying against the
front door.

The body of her mother,
Josephine, was found several
feet away.

Both bodies and the areas
where they were found were
splattered with blood.

Little testified both women
had been stabbed numerous
times in the face, neck and
upper hody.

The dresses worn by the

women were admitted as evi-
dence, ‘both heavily stained

. with dried blood.

Omega Hales, . another of
Mrs. Davis' daughters, was
led from the courtroom in
tears when the dresses were
shown in court.
(Sledge, E.v.o.:..o_._
former- Fayetteville man, sat
impassive ‘through -Monday's’
testimony, ~occasionally ~rub:
bing his shaved scalp! ‘or

'seratching his hearded chiin.

000231

n Deaths

_The short, muscular’ m_&n
;Sm Ted to-and: from the cou
,.So:_ ‘in’. _:..EQ chains

manacles by Columbus: oE:_
1y police officers. {

Sledge received a sentenc
of six to eight years for hi
1976 escape, and anothe
four-year-sentence fo
stealing a car during that cs
cape.

He znm not n__ﬁ_.non witl
the: murders; until after-a-spe

Sce SLEDGE, Page 16-B

x@mﬁmm@

From Page 1-B

nZ ::mo_é._ murders team!
‘of:the State Bureau of: ‘Investi-;

‘gation entered the case.

“An’ mE %ornmsuz in Feb-

‘ruary, said ‘new evidence! had;
heen found-in the . case,. but’
law -enforcementauthorities

have declined to 'say what:
thatevidence is.

An nrma. of the _,&E.u_ Bu-
rreau:of _=<am:ru:o= is sched-
‘led to:take the wilness stand:
ithis morning lo_testify: about’
lab tests run’ on ievidence
found at the:murder scene.




Officer Kenneth Squires Accompanics Him

24} il
Shll Photo by KEN COOKE
‘EPH SLEDGE JR. IS ESCORTED TO COURT

Witnesses Say Sledge
Admﬂtvcd Killing FE‘W@

MAY By m- N\'lg PATTERSON

0! The Times Stall .

WHITEVILLE — Two convicels testlied here
Tuesday that Joseph Sledge Jr. admitted to
them he killed Josephimied] ﬂd“'\llccn Davis in
14976.

Sledge is charged with two counts of first
degree murder in the Sept. 6, 1976. deaths of
the two Davis women in their small farm
house near Elizabethtown,

Donnie Lee Sutton, a prisoner at the Samp-
son County Prison Unil in Clinton, (estified
that on Sept. 17, 1976, he and Sledge were
being held in the Cumberland County jail.

Sutton, who is due to be released in 1986 on
a conviction for accessory to murder after the
fact, testified he was being held in Cumber-
land Counly on an escape charge, and talked
to Sledge about his escape from the White
Lake Prison Unit Sepl. 5, 1976,

Sledge, Sutton lcsllflul said he was tr) ing
to leave the state because he was afraid two
murders were going to be “pinned" on him,

“He (Sledge) said he didn't intend to kill
those people, but was put in a position where
hie had to," Sutton testified. **He talked about
there heing a lot of blood and how the women
were stabbed and cut up.

“le said he'd hid his clothes and they
would never be found,” Sulton said.

Sutton also testified Sledge referred to 73-
year-old Josephine Davis and her 34-vear-old
daughter Aileen as “she.devils.”

Herman Baker Jr., currently serving a
term for breaking and entering at White Lake
Prison Unit, testified in June 1977, he and
Sledge talked about the murders at the Moore
County Prison Unit in Carthage.

Baker testificd Sledge (old him he had en-)

tered what he thought was an abandoned
house, ran into (wo white women, whom he
killed, and then ran from the house.

“Ile sald one woman s(ar(ed screamm' al

me ano(her wuman ll'll.d to pul him o ‘the
first woman and he slabbcd them hoth

)

"Hc .smd he \vcnt sorL of crazy or son'o-

dida’ l e\pect hlood when he sldbbed them.

“He said he expected fire to come out of
them, not blood,” Baker testified.

“He “told me~he sprinkled “black vepper:
aroundthe back door when hiéleft"so the
‘she-devils’ would not be able to follow him;*"

Baker said he. volunlLLred the: mformduun
to White Lake Prison, supervisor CL: Sp.lrk

‘man_in Febriary, and ‘gave llu_ story to’ law;
‘enl’orccant au(hormes Feh.:

‘Sutton also testifi ed! llL told his’ stur\' 10 l.lw
officers when questioned Feb, 15,1978,

Sledge was indicted' in the two murders
Feb. 23 by the Bladen County Grand Jury. A
spokesman for (he State Bureau of Investiga-
tion said at that time new evidence had been
uncovered in the case, but did not specify
what the new evidence was. -~

Detective Phillip L!lllc. 0 th 3la
ty Sheriff's Office testified

a.small can of black:pepper lymg on lht. floor
of the Davis kitchen the day the ‘two hodm
were found..

‘He ‘said the can had been checked for fin.
gerprints, but no prints were found, and-the

can had been returned to its urigmul position’
on the {loor,

The pepper can, he .s;ud ‘remained on (hc

~faor from' Sept. 6; 1976, until Feb. 17, 1978,

when he took (.llhl(ld\' of the can as evidence,.
Earlier Tuesday’ a l.xboralom h[)LCldlls(
with the ‘Federal Bureau of Investigation tos:

See SLEDGE, Page 16-B

From Page 1-B

E@q}ig@

titied hairs found on the body of Aileen Davis
“could have originated from Joseph Sledge.”

James C. Brier, of the FBI, compared hairs
taken from Miss Davis' body with hairs taken
from Sledge, but said such comparisons could
not be used for positive identification.

Ie lestified the hairs could have come from
Sledge. *“or someone of his race with unusual-
1y similar hair traits.” .

SBI lab special Jeb Taub testified his chem:
ical ‘analysis of a car used by Sledge in his
escape showed blood smears on the front and
hack scats as well-as the doors.

“Taub testified the blood stains were not vis-
ible to the eve, and that the bleod apparently
was' transtered to the seat from some other
material.

Taub said the car upholstery had .mparuu
ly been wiped clean of visible blood spots, but

said the spots became obvious under chemi-
cal analysis.

Sledge remained stoic through most_of
Tuesday's testimony, as he did on the opening

day of the trial Monday.

lle sat impassively, occassionally rubbmg
his shaved scalp or sceratching his beard.

He held several quiet consultations with his
court-appointed attorney. Rubin Maore, dur-
ing testimony by Sutton and Baker. and left
the courtroom muttering in‘a’ high-pitched
voice.

The defense begins its arguments this
morning, and Moore indicated o Superior
Court Judge D.B. Herring there would be lit-
te testimony from defense witnesses.

I the defense case is brief, the case could
go hefore the jury of nine men and three
women as early as this afternoon.

000232



Fate Of Sledge
In Jury’s H&md@

MAY 478 T.
By DENNIS PATTERSON
Of The Times Stant s
WHITEVILLE — A ninc-man, three woman jury i§
scheduled. to resume delibierations today to decide
whether 34:year-old Joseph Sledge Jr._brutally mur:

dered two Bladen Coufity*Svafitén - iy

Sledge has been charged with two counts of first-de:"

gree murder in the Sept. 6, 1976, stabbing deaths of
Josephine Davis, 73, and her daughter, Aileen Davis, 51.
The Bladen County Superior Court jury hegan its deli-
berations late Wednesday afternoon after three days:of
testimony. But, the jury foreman reported to Judge D:B.
Herring shortly after 5 p.m. Wednesday that jurors.did
not seem to be close to a decision. .
Sledge, formerly of Fayelteville, escaped from_the
White Lake Prison Unit near the Davis home Sept. 3,
1976. He'was recaptured on Sepl. 9 in Dillon, S.C. :
The bodies of the two Davis women were discovered

. in their blood-splaitered living room the afternoon’of

Sept. 6 by a relative. -

In testimony this week, prosecutors attempted lo show
through circumstantial evidence that Sledge broke into
the small Davis farmhouse, killed the two women and
then fled. .

Two conviels who have heen imprisoned with Sledge
during the last 18 months teslified Tuesday Sledge had
admitted to them he killed the two women,

Ronnie Lee Sutton said Tuesday that while he .and
Sledge were confined in the Cumberland County Jail on
Sepl. 17, 1976, that Sledge had admitted to him he killed
the women. :

The other convict, Herman Baker, (old the jury Tues-
day that Sledge had described the murders to him while
he and Sledge were imprisoned in the Moore County
Prison Unit in June 1977. )

Sledge’s attorney, Rubin Moore, Wednesday declined
to present any defense evidence or put Sledge on the
witness stand, but hammered away at the state’s evi-
dence during his closing summation to the jury.

“I helieve the state has an obligation {0 serve (ruth
and justice in this malter,” Moore told the jury. “I
believe all the evidence should have been brought here
for you to examine in deciding this matter.

._“There were 97 sets of fingerprints taken, according
1o state’s witnesses,” Moore said. “There were plaster
icasts -of :footprints ‘taken, yet none’of these have been
presented'in this:courtroom. L

‘The state has niot ‘even submitted-evidence:as to when

the two:women- were killcd,."._.Moore.«.sald;:“ltuu.sl.ap~
‘pears that hecause Joseph Sledge had:esc
‘prison unit and. happened: to (be. in- the ‘same
area, he ‘hecame  the ‘target-without any: physi
dence to.tie him to the murders.” :
Lester Chalmers, a special prosecutor in the case, in
his summation told the Jury witnesses had shown Sledge
* knew of the murders, and said (he testimony should
remove any reasonable doubt of Sledge’s guill,

District Attorney ‘Lee Greer said the lestimony of

police officers and the two convicts had spread a “net of,

guilt around ‘Joseph' Sledge in " this case and has torn

away:his robe of.innocence;”
.Greer said ‘the state had to use circumstantial evi-

dence because the crime was committed “in the dead of -

night,without.the henefit of witnesses.”

Judge Herring ordered (he jury to report hack to the
courtroom al 9:30 a.m. today. He rejeeted o defense
motion to sequester the jury.
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Mistrz

MAY

al Ruled In @?%@@ ﬁm@@

By DENNISPATTERSON the vote was 102 He did not say  Herring immediately after the mistvi-

000234

JOSEPH SLEDGE
Defendant

Of The Times Statt

WHITEVILLE — The murder trial
of Joseph Mmm%f._?eama in a mistri-
al’ dy when the jury %E_anrﬁ_

on a vote of 11-1.

,v_ﬁ_ro QEFZ_ in :F. 1976 :::%3
on _Em%_: a.cm.sm ,EE 2_8: UB,

- [smiling as :.m ._E.u foreman _.%a,:&_

The jury began their deliberations
Wednesday afternoon, and began
again at 9:30 a.m. Thursday.

At 2 p.m,, the jury foreman told
Superior Court Judge D.B. Herring

jury

which side-favored guilt in the case.

About 4:20 p.m., the foreman repor-
ted the vote had changed to 11-1, and
Herring ordered-the juryte go on deli-
herating until 5 p.m.

Al 5 p.m. the foreman reported the

1-1.

Herring at that =o=: declared a
mistrial and thanked the jury of 10
whites and two ‘blacks for their ser-
vice.

Jurors indicated after the trial that
11 of them had voted [or conviction on
the murder charges, with one juror
holding out for innocence.

District aitorney Lec Greer told

was’ “hopelessly deadlocked” at

al.was declared that the stale would
try Sledge again for the murders.

Barly indications were that the mat-

ter probably would be tried again in

Columbus County in August.
“The ‘trial had been moved from
Bladen County to- Columbus County
because of pre-trial publicity.

Sledge escaped from the White Lake

PrisonUnit in Bladen County Sept. 5,
1976,
_The bodies of 73-year-old Josephine
Davis, and her 54-vear-old daughter
Aileen, were found the next day in
their small farm house near Elizabe-
thtown,

Investigators' testified (this ‘week

SE =_a .___J_ n:n:_:ms__::_ ..c o: o

net.of: m_::: ‘around Sledge

Sledge’s  attorney, . Rubin  Moore,
however, argued that the state had
produced no concretle physical evi-
dence linking Sledge with the mur-
ders. '



- Cand
/ake Sheriff
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idate Wins

RALEIGH N.C. (AP) — John H.
Baker Jr., seekmg to become North
Carolina's fu'st black sheriff, scored a
decisive victory in a Wake County
Democratic runoff primary over the
man who has served as chief deputy for
the past 12 years.

But black candidates for sheriff in
Bladen and Granville counties went
down to defeat in Tuesday's voting.

In New Hanover County, Democratic
voters turned their incumbent sheriff
outl of office, but Wilson County Sheriff
Robin Pridgen, whose department has
been under investigation, was returned
to office by a sizeable margin.

Cumberland County Democrats
nominated a candidate for coroner who
wants to abolish the office, and voters
in mountainous Yancey County over-
whelmingly rejected a series of ballot
questions that would have legalized
beer and wine sales.

All told, 38 of the state’s 100 counties
had at least one local race.

Alex Brock, state elections director,
said thuse counties tended Tuesday to
have higher voter turnouts than others

because “people always respond to

local races in a more spirited way than
they do stutewide races."
In Wauake County, where Sherlff

Robert Pleasants is retiring after 32

yt.urs In omte Baker won the nght to

— S I § DU 5 1 e FM.__3_ 3 Ve cle Va Jen

Race
November.

Baker, a former professional football
player and aide to U.S. Sen. Robert
Margan, D-N.C., received 22,414 votes.
Chief Deputy Lester Kelly, got 18,923,

In the Bladen County sheriff's race, a
black deputy, Joe N. Kelly, was
defeated by a white deputy, Earl
Storms, Storms, who will oppose
Republican Bob McDuffie in the
general election, tallied 4,354 votes to
Kelly's 2,357.

A black candidate for sheriff in
Granwville County, Henry E. Royster,
was defeated by the incumbent,
William A. Jenkins. Royster led a five-
man race in the first primary, but lost
to Jenkins in the runoff, 4,191 to 2,767,

New Hanover County Sherlff HG.
Grohman lost a Democratic runoff by
Thomas A. Radewicz, who resigned as
go sheriff's licutenant to challenge his

5S.

Radewicz, who will face Republican
James Kerr in the general election,
garnered 6,366 votes in the runoff, while
the iIncumbent received 5,235,

Yancey County residents, by an
average margin of 2% to 1, voted down
a bhallut intiative that would have
legalized beer and wine sales. They
followed the lead of neighboring Mit-
chell County, which rejected a similar

halln? oo Mau 9
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'JOE SLEDGE

oM second trial of Joe
o W for the double killings
' ¥%ephine Davis, 75, and

ber daughter, Aileen Tavis, 57,
of Elizabethiown, began Woa-
day morning at Whiteville,

The Davis women were fomnd
brutally beaten to death Labor
Day, September 6, 1376 at their
home just two miles north of
ElYzabethtown on N.C, 242,

Sledge was tried earlier tkis
year, however, a mistrial was
declared by Superior Court Jod-
ge D.B. Berring, Jr. of Fay-
etteville when the jury falled
to reach a verdict. The fury
voted U1 to 1 finding Sledge
guilty of the slayings,

The trial had been moved
to Columbus County becanse of
pre-trial publicity given the
case by State, regional and
local newspapers.

Jury selection was expect-
ed to get mderway early Moo-
day morning.

Sledge camot be given the
death sentence since the mur-
ders occurred prior to the
establishment of a new capitsl

offense ruling by the United
States Superme Court.

That ruling became effect-

armers Asked
ut Tobacco Stég

Bladen County tobacco gro-
wers are epcouraged to cut

tobacco stalks soon after har-
vest. The county exteasion ser-

Fa |

ive July 1, 1977, The murders
occurred September 6§, 1976,

Sledge escaped f{rom the
#hite Lake Prison unit the
day Yefore the bodies of the
Davis womesn were discovered.
He stole 2 car in Elizabethtown
on Seplember 6 and was seen
in Fayetteville, however, Sledge
evaded law officers in Fayette-
ville, About two days later,
Sledge was stopped in Dillon,
S.C. for questioning by a pol-
fce officer. The officer let Sled-
ge go without charges, but la-
ter recognized Sledge {rom a
nhota shown on TV-6 at wil-

]edge Trial Started
t iteville Mo

mington, The officer patrolled
Dillon once again to find Sled-
ge was arrest him.

Sledge was returaed to Fay-
etteville after his arrest in
Dillon and then back to Bla-
den County where he stayed
for a very short time before
being transferred back to Fay-
etteville then to maximum sec-
urity at Raleigh,

Sledge was returned to Bla-
den later for trial on the es-
cape and auto larceny char-
ges. He was found guilty on
both charges.

Major Opium Seizure

HONG KONG (AP) — Customs officers bere seixed 7%
pﬂimumﬁmmwma
33-year-eld who carried the drug from Singapore.

A government spokesman said bags of oplum, valued at
about $22,500, were strapped to the man's legs. His pame and

matiemality were not disclosed.

vice says tests have shown cutt-

fng tobacco stalks and ridding
flelds of old crop residue can
reduce insects which. the ser-

vice says, over-winter and app-
ear in the coming year Crop.

Growers are asked to mow
down the stalks with a bush
hog. Then, plow out the plant’s

A OuMe AT 000242
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 Wpeor Court Judge Darius
: % Berring, Jr. of Fayetteville
o lie fry voted 11 to 1

Patrol Rea

State Burean of Investigation,
the other, a Bladen County de-
puty sheriff--sald they were
told the story of the killings
by Sutton in 2 February 1978
conversation with him.

State Altorney General Ru-
fus Edmisten re - opened
the case in September of 1377 -
upon request of Bladen County

Requirements for the 1978
Clarkton Tobacco Festival
Beanty Pageant were announc-
ed Wednesday by the Clarkton
Jaycettes, sponsoring organi-
zation,

For the beauty pageant con-
testants, all must be single,
between the ages of 16 and 21,
have a written consent of thefr
parents to enter the contest,
have a sponsor, pay a fee of
$15 and make their entry in-
to the contest by September
25. The pageant is set for
October 7 to be held in the
Bladen Technical’ Intitute’s

" auditorium.

Competition for the pageant
consists of evening gown and
beauty and swimsuit, Winners
will receive cash awards, First
place will get $100, first runn~
er-up will recelve $75 and se~
cond place runner-up will get

dy

il Inmate Say'?;’swiswledge
\2 Admitted Slayings

" Two detectives--one for the

Sheriff John B, Allen,

Allen said that at the time of
the killings they were the worst
he had ever seen in his entire
career of law enforcement.

Sledge escaped from the
White Lake Prison unit about
six miles notheeast ofthe Davis
home the day before the killings
were discovered. He was also

: Tobacco Festival Beauty
Pageant Requirements

a $50 cagh award.

In the Little Miss portion
of the pageant, youngsters de-
siring entry must be 4 to 6
years old, must have long dre-
sses, pay an entry fee of $5and

charged and found guilty ofauto -
larceny and escape in Bladen
County.

The Davis home is located
just two miles north of Eliza-

bethtown on N.C. 242

Bladen County Resideat Su-
perior Court Judge Glles R.
Clark is the presiding judge
for Sledge s second {rial,

must attend rehearsals at BTI

on Oct, 6 at 6:30 p,m, wr
you

Entry forms may be ob-  bel
talned by calling Brenda Watts 1%
at 862-2796 after 6 p.m, i

Concert Leads
County Arts Se:

Miss Marcla Brisson of Ra- in Raleigh, is the daughter of

leigh will present a piano con-
cert at Baptist Church in Eliz-
abethtown on Thursday, Sep- .
."",' and MI‘S. A‘ W- Bﬂsson 0‘

tember 7, at 7:30 p, m. .

tha'“rir G

4

The artist, als-y'ear-oldst'u;
dent at Sanderson’ _ngh School

~ B&E

Virgil Brisson, ‘formerly of |
_Dublin, and the granddaughter
“of Mrs, Sam Davis of Tar Heel

# Dublin. * ¢

Re

’ [ ] ®a .. 5 ; e P SR
- Vl SltS He l'e : Two Elizabethtown men were
D charged with mm and

Laal HH....'I.(ILLA ..... - Tabo cse bre‘k"n‘ and the
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Sledge Gets Two

dosaglt Hefes, Jr. of Fay-
Ty & Seo O sentences i the
Serimrs of Juseghine Davis, 75,
=t Jer dmgiter, Affeen, 57,
Hintesx Resiifent Saperior Court
Jupe Gies F. Clark passed
Sunwmre ar Seige mmediataly
gler ax gl-white jurverefurn-
af He werdfet of guilty of se-
comi derrer gnirder 3bcmt Q0
A, Shaf i,

s siavings of the two Davis
wumes: i exri‘z September of
TR, Bmifes were dis-
zawerxt iy Hedr ome om: Sep-
temiee & v & relative,

Teinse stormey Ruebes Moo=
= af Elabetitown fifed au
Eoesl o ox tigher following
e iw Juijee Thaci,

Tmire was trimt ix Columbus.
it Saperior Court ik Marel,
¥ ity was declyred thenby
B Zecng, Jr. of Fayetle-

ville because of a jury vote of
IO to 1 for a guilty verdict,
Sledge escaped from the White
Lake Prison Unit September 5,
1976 five miles from the Davis
farmbhouse. It was beleived that
he travelled in the general di-
rection of the Davis home, how-
ever, Sledge told the court dur-
ing a Wednesday session that
hie was innocent of the murders.
He said he left the prison unit
and walked to Elizabethtown
staying off the road, U.S, 701,
-where he would not be seen. At
Ellzabethtown, Sledge stole a
car and clothing, He said he
tmen waat on to Fayeteville,
"Two inmates testiffed that

Sledge adinitted killing the Da-

vis women fo them while they

were in jail with Sledge
The case went unsolved for
more than a year when State

Attorney General Rufus Edmis- .

ten, upon request -of Bladen
Sheriff John B, Allen, re-opened
the mavestigation. Edmisten or-
dered the State Bureau of In-
vestigation’s murder squad into
the investigation.

Jife Sentences

Joseph Sledge

e S
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R JOul
oPmiIc

; mtdalmtheseeondone
ﬁsqehmuuse.nmls-

el Court Judge Darfus
% Berring, Jr. of Fayetteville
ey the fry voted 11 to 1
'-:htdaﬂte seatence for

‘Two detectives--one for the
State Burean of Investigation,
the other, a Bladen County de-'
puty sheriff--sald they were
told the story of the killings
by Sutton in a February 1978
conversation with him,

State Aftorney General Ru-
fus Edmisten re - opened
the case in September of 1377 -
upon request of Bladen County

' Inmate Says Sledge
Admltted Slayings

Sheriff John B, Allen,

Allen said that at the time of
the killlngs they were the worst
he had ever seen in his entire
career of law enforcement.

Sledge escaped from the
White Lake Prison unit about
six miles notheeast of the Davis
home the day before the killings
were discovered. He was also

charged and found guilty of auto
larceny and escape in Bladen
County.

The Davis home is located
just two miles north of Eliza-
bethtown on N.C. 242

Bladen County Resideat Su-
perior Court Judge Glles R.
Clark is the presiding judge
for Sledge s second trial,

Tobacco Festival Beauty

Requirements for -the 1978
Clarkton Tobacco Festival
Beanty Pageant were announc-
ed Wednesday by the Clarkton
Jaycettes, sponsoring organi-
zation.

For the beauty pageant con-
testants, all must be single,
between the ages of 16 and 2l,
have a written consent of their
parents to enter the. contest,
have a sponsor, pay a fee of
$15 and make their entry in-
to the contest by September
25. The pageant is set for
October 7 to be held in the
Bladen Technical’ Intitute’s

" auditorium,

Competition for the p.;geggt
consists of evening gown and
beauty and swimsuit, Winners
will receive cash awards. First
place will get $100, first runn-
er-up will receive $75 and se~
cond place runner-up wﬂl get

Patrol Ready

a $50 cash award.

In the Little Miss portion
of the pageant, youngsters de-
siring entry must be 4 to 6
years old, must have long dre-
sses, pay an entry fee of $5and

Concert Leads

Pageant Requirements

must attend rehearsals at BTI
on Oct, 6 at 6:30 p.m,

Entry forms may be ob~
tained by calling Brenda Watts
at 862-2796 after 6 p,m,

County Arts Sei

Miss Marcla Brisson of Ra-

leigh will present a plano con-
cert at Baptist Church in Eliz-

abethtown on Thursday, Sep- .

tember 7, at 7:30 p, m, . .4

The nrllst al5-year-oldstu-

dent at Smderson mzh School

in Raleigh, i{s the danghter ol
Virgil Brisson, formerly of
:Dublln, and the granddaughter
.“of Mrs, Sam Davis of Tar Heel
-and Mrs. A, W. Brisson of
Dublin.

£

Rotary Gov B&E Re

 Visits Here

TVabeo cane

mu o I'“l-_l-/ll-l ..... -

’ Two Euzabethtovm men were

charged with gr?mm
breaking and
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doseplt Safre. Jr. of Fay-
tusiile yas swafenesd Thurs-
ey & Sew Ofe sentences ix the
sSye s system for the
saiines of Jusephine Davis, 75,
Qe Giss . Clark passed
Safemre ar Meige rmedfately
gler ar gil-white ury=refurn-
af He werdfet of guiity of se~
comf derresr girdec about [0

frind saeings of the two Davis
wummr; fix s&ri\j Segtember of
R, baifes were dis-
mmf ir Heir home om: Sep-
Zamier & bw & relalive,

Teitnse sitormey Pieber Moo
= af Eieafetitown fHled an
guesl tr @ gher following
r= I% Jufis Clark,

Tmige was triat v Columbus

—

5 Zeccng, Jr. of Fayeffe-

ville because of a jury vote of
O to 1 for a guilty verdict,
Sledge escaped from the White
Lake Prison Unit September 5,
1976 five miles from the Davts
farmhouse. It was beleived that
he travelled in the general di-
rection of the Davis home, how-
ever, Sledge told the court dur-
ing a Weduesday session that

“he was innocent of the murders,

He said he left the prison unit
and walked to Elizabethtown
staying off the road, U.S. 701,
where he would not be seen, At
Elizabethtown, Sledge stole a
car and clothing, He said he
wenr went on to Fayeteville,

"Two inmates testiffed that

Sledge admitted killing the Da-

vis women to them while they
were in  jail with Sledge
‘The case went unsolved for
more than a year when State
Attorney General Rufus Edmis-
ten, upon request ‘of Bladen
Sheriff Jobn B. Allen, re-opened
the investigation, Edmisten or-
dered the State Bureau of In-
vestigation®s murder squad into
the investigation.

edge Gets Two
ife Sentences

Joseph Sledge

e
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Jury Hears
Report Of

Sfaﬁg'emenf

(30797

By Sfecige
By J. L: [.'ATE

WHITEVILLE — A convict
* repedted Tuesday a‘confession
allegedly made ta him in jail
by Josenh: Sledge Jr. of Fay-
etteville: that Sledge stablied
and-brutally beat an elderly
woman and her daughter to
death'in their home near Eliz-
abethtown the night following
his escape from. the White
Lake pnsun camp Sept. 5,
1976

Al he: ‘(Sledge): talked
about:were® ishe:devils”and. a
\whole lotofblaod.” We' were!
‘eating:breakfast: (in‘the'Cum+
berland ‘County’ jail) and’ he'
‘said:those \\erc two’(women)
that-would ‘never- eat break:
fast’ ng’un'“ itestified - Donald
Lee Sutton, who'is serving'a’
28 to J0-vear sentence for -
being an accessory to mur-
der. Sutton said under oath
that Sledge ‘told him “he
thought all  white women e 1B
should be killed that came (Canllqucd Fiarage 1)
across his path. I Mrs. D:ms home from church

“He (Sledge) said he didn't \late the night of the murders,
know those women were in ‘c“l did not go into their
that house and he hadn't in- Qouse, told of having trouble
tended to da it, but he was put  pushing open the front door
in a position where he had to the next day after no one
(kill them),” Sutton said. would answer her l\nucl\s‘She

Sutton testified in the first Said she found her Aunt Aileen
trial of Sledge in May, which Just inside the door, with her
ended in a hung jury, voting grandmother sprawled in the
11 to one for conviction on two. middle of the floor, hoth
counts of first degree murder, Women with their dresses pul-

Herman Baker, - whoitalso . led up,around their waist and

testified in the first trialithat - Underclothes removed.
Sledge admitted the crime to - Photographs introduced as
him while the two were in/a’ evidence and passed to the
Carthage: prison camp, is'ex: jury to'illustrate the testimo-
pected (o be the final witness' Ny of Bladen County Detective
called by ‘the- prosccution-to: Phillip: Liltle showed the two
day. Baker, who was serving victims lying in huge pools of
a:sentence  for: breaking and' blood, with blond also splat-
entering, ‘is. now free. ‘He tered on three walls of the
came from Philadelphia, Pa.;. lerge room and all over two
to testify:' refrigerators.

Mrs. Josephine Davis, 7, Little testificd he found a
and her 57-year-old daughter. shoeprint' in.another
Aileen, were found on Scpt. 6, i headed out the. rear
1976, by their relative and. ' (door of the home.
next-door-neighbor, Wanda .. As  photographs of _the
Hales, who was the first wit- - blogdsoaked' ‘murder’ ‘scene
ness to take the stand Tues. ::Were dpassed to the _jury,
day. B

Ms. Hales, who had brou;.hl

(Sce JURY, Page 15B)

=
=

%lumpcd down
sbroke into’a:smile that

§lgg ¢ :who spent most of his’
me | in @

idown at the cormers of

his mouth. At other times, he
closed his eyes and seemed to
doze.

Defense  attorney Reuben
Moore of Elizabethtown ob-
jected several times before
the jury was allowed to hear
testimony from Little con-
cerning an inadvertent ad-
mission Sledge allegedly
made when returned lo the
crime scene by Little. Sledge
was captured in Dillon, S.C.,
Sept. 8. 1976.

Little, who testified he had
advised Sledge of his rights
twice, and who said he had
questioned Sledge only about
his prison escape, but had not
mentioned any murderes to
him, said of returning to the
murder scene, “We sal across
the road from the Davis house
for several minutes. Sledge's
hands were handcuffed in
front of him and he raised
both hands and pointed to the
Davis house and said, ‘A
black man didn't kill those
two women, a white man did.

A Dblack man wouldn’t have
cut those women up like
that.™

Jury Hears Alleged Statement

Lee Sampson, Marshall
Evans and Jed Taub. all of

* the State Bureau of Investiga-

tion, and Jim Friar from (he
main office of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation in
Washington, D.C., are expect-
ed Lo testify this morning con-
cerning some hair identified
by lab tests as being of “ne-
groid origin" found embeddcd
in blood on one of the Davis
women,

Little is also expected to
take the stand to testify about
a picce of circumstantial evi-
dence, an enpty pepper can,
he found on the floor that cor-
roborates testimony Baker
will make about Sledge’s con-
fession.

In a switch from the first
trial, in which no defense wit-
nesses were called, Moore told
The Observer he might call
two defense witnesses today,
but it is doubtful that Sledge
will take the witness stand in
his own defense.

A ]ury of 10 “hltes and two
blacks. is- expected: to begin
deliberating  the  case Thurs-
day.
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Of much more interest in the kitchen-
were two butcher knives that were stuck
in the wall. They were brown-stained,
although the stains didn’t appear to be
new and they didn’t look like new blood.
The knives were taken away, though,
while the pepper can went back taits ex-
act spot on the floor where it had been
found. R

So the pepper can stayed there for
two years, almost, shul up in that house
where the smell of thé blood finally
hecame an unidentifiable . part of the
general mustiness that grows in a closed-

_up house where people once lived. For

Inv. Little, those almost two yearsicon-
disted of long sleepless nights, gruceliig,
frustrating wecks of riding and talkings
and asking questions, including the in-
vestigation of other murder cases.

For awhile there, because of the other
killings, people in Bladen County were
constantly on edge, beeause when you
aren’t used to murders close by and
suddenly there are four of them, you just
naturally have a tendency to get edgy. A
solution to two of them brought a certain
amount of relief to the public, but not to
lawmen. :

T'hen, ou February 17, 1978, Inv. Liule
went back to the small frame honse and
back tothe kitchen. The pepper can was
right where it had been left all those
months before. This time when he picked
it up, he put in in an evidence envelope,
wrote his name and the date, because
after all thase months, that can of black
pepper had become a picce in a jig-saw
puzzle, and, in the final analysis, it
probably was the key to the whole pic-
wre that would convict an accused
murderer. )

The ease had its beginnings, ol ficially,
on the afternoon of September G, 1976.
Investigator Little and Chiel Deputy Inarl
Storms of the Bladen County, North
Caroling  Sherifl’s  Departiment were
riding together near a litle crossroads
community known as Kelly on NC 53, As
desolate as this road is, there probably
't @ communily of any size in the
ariginal 48 states which doesn’t have one
eitizen who-is familiar with that strip of
black top.

Not only does NC 33 intersect with
1S 301-Interstate 935 in Fayetteville, but it
ic also a popular route for literally
Dhonsands of young Marines who use itas

16
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a starting puint from Camp Lejeune on
the Atlantic Coast at Jacksonville. It also
is one of two major routes which skirls
White Lake. While Luke, « big resort, is
unicpue body of erystal elear water which
hias no inlet ar outlet. 1 is aself-purilying
Iuke fed by inderground springs and ona
griven day in the sununertime, itis not nn-
common to find at least one vebicle trom
all of the contigious states parked at the
various motels, camping sites and col-
tages - which surronmd  the  sparkling
waters.

On this particular AMonday afternoon,

~the area was more erowded than usual. 1t

was Labor Day. Depuly Storms and In<
vestigator  Little had viddden * slowly
throngh the White Lake area and thenon
out NC: 53 when their car radio crackled
alive. Both wen imnediately recognized
the voice of Sherilf Johnoy Allen, asking
them to respond. Both also realizied there
was an umisual wgeney in the sherif('s
voiee.

As soon as the sheriff was advised the
loeation of Storms and Little, he respond-
od with the information that he was stan-
ding by at a residence on NC 212, two
miles from the county  seal ol
Elizabethtown, where two swomen had
been diseovered murdered.

By the time the car carrying Storms
and Little had turned avound and headed
back on NC 53 toward the crine scene,
SherilT Allen had identified the vietimsas
Josephine Davis and her danghter Aline.

Murder is a rare item inBladen Coun-
ty, but making the siluation even more
rave for Phillip Little was that the two vie-
tims (Sheriff- Allen identified over the
phone were neighbors of the county’s
chiel crimiual  investigator. Little's
residence was less than awile [rom thatol
the Davis woren, in a rural area,

When Chiel Deputy Storing and In-
vestigator Little arrived at thelittle frame
house, a crowd had already gathered, but
Sheriff Allen had managed to keep the
distressed family members as well as a
growing gathering  of  curious and
neighbors {rom trampling  over what
might provide evidence in the case.

Little, a deceptively slender mdn with
w receding hairline, and the ore heavily-
built Storms were quickly bricfed on the
situation. The 75-year-old mother and her
53-year-old daughter had been found by
a relative who had summoned Sheriff

T AT VR e LR A S

_point 1.3

Allen at ahout 4:30 pan. Allen had arrived
4 short time later. confirmed that the
women sere dead in a front room of the
honse and had then called for his chief
deputy and chief vestigator.

The honse consists of five rooms and
is Toeuted on the cast side of NC 242 ata
miles from  Elizabethtown,
which is the Bladen Couuty seal.

Little went to the front door, which
could not be opened all the way becanse
it was Dlocked by the body of Aline
Davis. whose bloody form was on its
hack. the right foot on the edge of a sola.
The left leg was bent almost doubleat the
knee joint with the left foot near the left
wall and the knee itself was alinost
straight up in the air. The 53-y rr-old
wonran's arms were thrown back above
her head and bent at the elbows. She was
dressed inadark checkered dress and slip
and these items of clothing had been
pushed up past her waist. She wore
neither panties nor hrassierc.

Near the iunir right thigh, between
the, outspread legs, was < brown andl
white lace-up type woman's shoe. There
wvas no jewelry on the body, no socks or
stockings.

“I'he body of Josephine Davis was on
its back in the middle of the floor, the
Liead pointing cast in contrast to the head
of Aline Davis, which was in a southerly
direction. She was lying so that her
spread legs were outstretched, with the
right oot tonching the right elbow of
Aline Davis. She was wearing a light-
colored dress and slip, and these items
were also pushed above the waist.

“I'he mother's right arm was thrown
hack beside her head with the elbow bent
and the right hand touching the sofaat the
opposite end from where Aline Davis’
right fool touched the picce of furniture.
Josephine Davis” leltarm was also beatat
the elbow with the hand alimost touching
the left shoulder.

“The upper torso of the older woran,
who wore neither panties or brassicre,
was covered with aprinted bed sheet. Tt
was placed in such a fashion as to leave
the head exposed as well as thelower tor-
s, where the clothing hacd been pushed
up, but covered the arms.

On first esamination, it was dis-

covered that both women had: suffered

mumerous stabbing or cutting wounds
about the face and neck, and the lower
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srms and bands of both the victims were
marked with defensive wounds. The
heniel and neck area of both bodies were
Leavily saturated with blood. Therewere
peols of blood benenth the heads and up-
por torsus of both bodies. The blood was
«ill in a liquified state, but there was a
thin film of coagulation in the heavier
cancentrations.

The body of Aline .Davis showed
smears of bload ou thelower torso and on
buth legs. Josephine Davis” body had
logser amounts of blopd smears on the tor-
<o and legs. "‘ .

Dr. Ralph Meinhardt, county medical”

examiner arrived and made a preliminary
examination. He set the time of death at
probably no earlier than 8 aun. that mor-
ning. .

Meanwhile, Deputy  Lynn ~ Moore
arrived at the scene to aid in the in-
vestigation. Ie searched the area behind
the residence and foundr nothing that
appeared to be connecled with the crime.
Aside [rom the general spatters of blood
in the front room where the women oh-
viously were killed, dropsof blood later
veere found leading from the living room
into one of the bedrooms, forming mare
or less a trail to a metal cabinet in that
ronor. ‘The room itsell was in diswrray,
although it did not necessarily indicate it
was from the result of ransacking.

[n the kitchen area, besides the black
pepper can on the floar, one bloody foat-
print was found. A numnber ol latent
lingerprint lifts were found inthe kitchen
arest, where a pan of steak and gravy was
still on the stove. ALa table in the Kitehen

~

Joseph Sledge Jr., here with Inv.

Phillip Little and Sherilf John B. Al
in murder of two elderly women. Sledg

was o glass and a plate where snmeone
abviously had been cating some of the
steak and gravy.

The drinking glass on the table did not
turen up any latent lifts, Neither did two
wood-burning stoves, althouggh an clece-
tric stove near the south wall did turnup
sone good latent lifts. The aforenen-
tioned batcher knives were inspected
carcfully, but othier than the fact that the
pepper can was on tie [oor there was no
sign ol possible straggle in the Kitchen
area. Neither was there sign of any loreed
entry at the back windbivs ar back door.

Outside the house, beneath the win- .

dow of the north bedroom, two lennis
“shoe tracks were located. They were of
such quality that casts were poured for
possible  future  comparisons  against
suspeet shoes. There were further signs

“hat someone had walked completely

around the house, but other than the two
prints under the  bedroom window,
Depuly Lyon AMoore could find none
fvom which he conld pour casts.

Near the front ol the house
automabile tracks, not associated with
any of the vehicles at the seene sehen of -
ficers arrived, were discovered, B was

first thought these might have been left’

by the car of a relative of the victims on
the previous evenings, but this theory was
quickly discarded.

A thorough search of the outside area
Failed to tur up any weapon or iy signs
of bluod. After the interior of the honse
was photographed, the badies of the vie-
tims  were ordered removed  to
Southeastern General  Hogpital - in

Lamberton, in nearby Robeson Counly,
tor the purpose of autopsy. Befove this
was done. however, Tuvestigator Little
removed hair saimples from the bodies of
hoth victims, Aside from  the known
samples of the vietims he also discovered
what appearcd 1o he negroid hair on both
bodies in the pubic area as well as sone
which adhered to thes victims in the
aucared blood about the various arcas of
the hodies.

\While all the erime scene work was
being done within and around the house,
other investigators were 1mtling lngvlh(‘r
statements from neighbors and relatives.
The last time anyone had seen either of
the skain women alive had been about
11:30 on Sunclay night. In the course of a
neighborhood — canvass,  bne  witness
reported that about 3:30 aan. she had
herd an stomobile which had abvious-
ly been Teaving the Davis residence in a
Buriy. However, that was not consid-
ered unnsual. ’

NC 212, which branches off US 701
just short of the Cape Fear River bridge
which skirts the noith  edge of
Flizabethtown, frequently is the canse of
some confusion for people not familiar

with intersection where NC 53 and NC

242 hranch off US 701 near the scene of
the marder. Ag aresult, it is not uncom-
man Tor drivers, day and night, to head
up NC 212, discover after ashort distance
they are on the wrong road and make a
turniround al the most convenient spol.
which usually will be thedriveway ol one
of the residencessin the vieinity.
(Continued on page a)

an (at rear), was taken into custody as suspect

e, a convict, had escaped from prison only one day before the ghastly double-slaying -
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terested in is, does she know now where
Dupont and Wacher are?” ‘

“Surely, they wouldnt be stupid
cnough to contact- anybody here in
Avion,” said the sergeant.

“If they were stupid enough to torture
alitdle girl to death, they're stupid enough
for anything,” said the inspector.

“So, whit do we do?” said the
scrgeant. :

“Bring in Noreuil and Tousseaux,”
said the inspector. “If I can't grill the truth
out of a great-grandmother, I'll turn in my
badge.”. . : : ;

The inspector did not have td turn in
his badge, for Georgette Noreuil éracked
like a paper-shell pecan. Her conscience
had been bothering her in any case and
she seemed positively grateful for an op- .
portunity to confess what she knew
about the death of Sabine Pierru. ~

“I was always afraid that they’d kill
her,” she said. “Maryse hated the child
because she looked like her father and
I've often heard her urging Jacques on to

whip her and béat her. She'd say, ‘Go on!’
Give it to the little bitch! Teach her some
manners!’ and Jacques would punch her
in the face with his fist or use that whip he -
had on her. :

“On the moming of the twentieth, .,
Maryse called me and said something had
happened, I was to comeover rightaway. *

“I went to the house and Sabine was
lying on her straw bed in the utility room
and I could see she was dead. Maryse said
she had fallen down and hit her head on
the stairs, but later she told me that she
had spilled some food at the table and .
they had started to discipline her with the
whip. Sabine got scared and tried to run,
but Jacques caught her and lifted her by
one leg and her head hit the steps of the
stairs. I don't know if that was all true. I
think Maryse may have had more to do
with it. )

“Anyway, she was dead and they
wanted me and Bernard to help dispose
of the body. I don't know what wehad to
do with it. I guess they just didn’t want to
be alorie. )

“We went off in two cars, us in front
and them behind with Sabine wrapped
up in blankets on the back seat. They
were going to blink their lights when they
found a place they thought was good and
when we got down a ways south of Paris,
they blinked the lights and I guess that’s
where they stopped. Bernard and me, we
didn’t wait. We just went back to Avion.”

.Georgette Noreuil and Bernard
Tousseaux were, charged with’
withholding information in connection
with a felony and placed in detention.

Although Georgette had denied that she -

had any knowledge of where Dupont and
Wacher were at present, a search of the
apartment produced a number of letters
from Maryse giving a return address in
the Fifteenth Arondissement of Paris. -
‘T'wo hours later, the Paris Crimiinal Po-
lice made the arrests. ’

Maryse Wacher and Jacques Dupont

S0 .

were brought back to Avion where, asthe
docetor had predicted, they claimed that
the death of Sabine Picrru had been no
more than an accident. She had been,
they said, messy at table and Jacques had

started to discipline her. Subine had run |

to escape and had fallen down the stairs,
knocking herself unconscions. They had
not realized that she was seriously injured
and had put her in her bed, but the
following morning she was dead.

At the trial which began in February
of 1978, the dcfense made an im-
passioned appeal to the jury, asking for
compassion for two young persons, hard-

ly more than children themselves, who -

had, perhaps, been careless, but, in no
way criminally negligent. Given another
chance, he said, they could become
useful members of society while a jail
.term would ruin their young, hopeful
lives. .
The prosecution drew quite a
" different picture, pointing out that, by
"her own admission, Maryse had not
wanted either of thechildren, but had ob-
tained custody through the courts merely !
to spite her former husband. She had par-
ticularly hated Sabine and, according to
the evidence of the autopsy, had tortured
* and mistreated her from the time that she
had been returned to her by the court.
Pictures were shown of the urine-
soaked heap of straw which had served as

- the child’s bed and to these the defense

replied that Sabine had been a habitual

bed-wetter and could, therefore, not be |

allowed to sleep in a normal bed.

Unfortunately, the prosecution was
unable to prove premeditation aud on
February 6, 1978, Maryse Wacher and
Jacqques Dupont were found guilty of
homicide without intent. They were
sentenced to 20 years imprisonment ecach,
the maximuin sentence which the court
could impose for the crime of which they
had been found guilty.

Georgette Noreuil and Bemnard

" Tousseaux were sentenced to two years

and six months imprisonment ~as
accessories after the fact.

Both Jacques Dupont and Maryse
Wacher felt themselves' very badly
treated by the jury and were led away
cursing and weeping.

In the square outside the courthouse,
however, the crowd chanted, “To the
guillotinel To the guillotinel”—showing
that, in France too, the people are con-
siderably less lenient .toward criminals
than their government. 22

EDITOR'S NOTE: )
Louis Lebrun, Pierre Goncalves
and Alain Maubert are not-the real |
names of the persons so named in the
foregaing story. Fictitious names have
been used in order to comply with
French police regulations. .

Bloody Butchery
" In Bladen County

' (Continued from page 18)

When Investigator Little finally was
finished with his work inside the house he
made one more walking tour, carefully
committing to memory the two cluttered
bedrooms, full of furniture and clothing,

. the obvious collection of years of packing
away everything which cameipto posses-
sion of the two slain women.’

Then he went back to that awful,
bloody front room..It was here that the
two murder victims actually lived. At
night, they slept here on couches and in
the daytime, the couches were converted
to normal use.

From relatives, it was determined that
only one thing was positively ‘missing
from the residence: a womau's black
handbag. This wasidentified as thebagin
which Josephine Davis usually kept her
‘money. However, in a total of seven
other women's handbags found in the
house, lawmen turned up checks, curren-
cy and change totaling $469.10.

Local lawmen could not recall ever
.having seen a bloodier place than that
from room outside of a slaughterhouse.
Blood was on the ceiling, all four walls,
and the floor. At certain places on the
walls, amounts of blood were such that it-

actually had riin in streaks, not just
spatters. .
However, the obviou§ motive of the

attack, despite the woman’s missing

purse, was sexual. There was no way of
knowing if it had been by one or more
persons, but discovery of the negroid
pubic hair imihediately turned the atten-
tion of Bladen authorities toward one
Joseph Sledge. Sledge had jumped the
fence at the nearby White Lake prison
camp on Sunday afternoon and escaped.
Dogs had tracked Sledge down a dirt
road to a creck and then lost the trail.
However, Sledge’s ‘criminal record
showed no record of violence, and he had
generally been held in high regard by of-
ficials at the honor grade camp where he
was serving time. A member of areligions
sect which was strong on physical fitness,
Joseph Sledge was known not to drink,
smoke or use drugs. Besides the normal
report that Sledge had escaped, area
lawmen were now advised that he was
wanted for - questioning ~in connection
with the double murder in Bladen Coun-
The following day, a request was
made for a mobile crime unit from the
regional office of the State Bureau of In-
vestigation in Fayetteville. Special Agent
Lce Samnpson was assigned to do asecond
crime. scene search of the murder house
and it was at this time, through the use of
luminol. that the trail of blood from the
living room to the metal cabinet was dis-
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cavered. Other - than that, Sampson
lacated nothing which appeared to be of
significance. o

In the meantime, Inv. Little went to
[.umberton where he observed the autop-
sies on the victims. Aline Davis, who had
stood five-feet-five, weighed 140 pounds
aad had blue eyes and gray streaked
blonde hair, had ‘been stabbed three
times, twice to theright side of the neck at
the chin line and a third time at the left
side of the neck. Shehad obviously putup
a struggle for her life, having suffered a
laceration abovetheleft eye that obvious-
ly was the result of a blow, not-a knife
wound, and a split upper lip. There were
numerous other bruises about ‘the face
and heal. ~ ‘

No sperm was discovered on the
vaginal swabs, butlacerations to the canal
wall were evident, although of a super-
ficial nature. . .

Josephine_Davis, who had been five
feet tall, weighed 130 pounds, had grey
hair and blue eyés, had been more
viciously attacked. She had suffered a
total of seven knife wounds. Two werein
the upper thoracic arca, two near the
solar plexus, two in the upper center of
the chest and one in the lower left ab-
domen. The body also showed bruises of
the upper left shoulder area; the chest, the
leftsideof the face, theright templeand a
scalp bruise near the center of thehead.

She, too, had attempted to ward off
her attacker and obviously at one point
had actually grabbed the slashing blade
of the knife with her left hand, which
bore a deep wound across the palm an
fingers. Vaginal smears were negative
and there was ho evidence of trauma to
the 74-year-old victim's sex organs:

The investigation’s interest in Joseph
Sledge as a suspect continued. The Mon-
day moming Elizabethtown City Police
reports” carried the information that an
automobile had been stolen sometime
between midnight Sunday and 7 a.m.
Monday. Ironically, whoever had stolen
the vehicle had had to drive it right past
the county jail and sheriff’s office on the
way out of town: ' B

e investigation into the double
murder was almost at a standstill when,
on Tuesday night, a Fayetteville city
policeman ‘spotted a speeding car and

gave chase. The driver wrecked the car, °

but escaped on foot. However, the driver
of the vehicle was described as black,
very muscular and with a clean-shaven
head. .

A city-county identification mobile
unit processed the vehicle. Located inside
and on the door were fingerprints iden-
tified as those of Joseph Sledge.

- It wasn’t until Thursday that Joseph
Sledge surfaced-again. In the meantime,
it was announced that Sledge was the
only suspect in the Davis murders, and
local and area news media were provided
photographs of the escapee. Thursday
aftemoon, a South Carolina highway _
patrolman spotted a car bearing North
52 . 2 .

‘e
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Carolina plates speeding in Dillon Coun-
ty, S.C.

After first running a check on the car |,

to see if it was stolen and finding no such
report, the car was impounded and police
jailed the driver becanse he could not
post bond on the speeding charge nor
produce evidenee of ownership.

With the speeder finally in jail, the
South Carolina patrolman went home to
dinner: While there, he watched the even-
ing news on television. To his surprise, the
picture of the man he had just lodged in

jail was flashed on the screen as being -

wanted in conmectionr with a double
murder in Bladen County, North
Cuarolina, only some 50 miles away. Just
to make sure, the patrolman returned to
the jail and took a look at hisspeeder. le
then called Bladen County to report that
he had their man.

It was later determined that the vehi-
cle Joseph Sledge had been driving was
stolen in Fayetteville, but that theft had

. not been discovered at the time Sledge
was stopped in Dillon County. Sledge
was returried from Souyth Carolina to
Fayetteville after waiving extradition.

Questioned in the Cumberland Coun-
ty jail, Sledge denied any knowledge of
the murders in Bladen County. le ad-
mitted being in the general vicinity of
where the murders took place and agreed
to show lawmen where he had stolen
clothing in Elizabethtown and stashed his
prison garb, as well as where he had
gotten other clothing in Fayetteville.

Also, Sledge agreed to take a
polygraph test, which was administered
by Frank Johnson, who came away with
no conclusions about whether Sledge was
being truthful or not.

Meanwhile, Inv. Little had taken a
good look at Sledge in Dillon, S.C. and
later in Cumberland County. The es-
capee and murder suspect had numerous
scratches on his arms and hands.
Questioned about this, he said he had suf-
fered the scratches during his escape
from the White Lake prison camp.

Sledge, appearing cooperative, gave
permission for a blood sample to be taken
for comparison with the numerous
specimens obtained at the crime scene.

When all .the questioning was over
with, there was just no case against Joe
Sledge. Hé was returned to prison to
complete hiswentence and await trial on

charges of auto. theft and escape. Still, he-

.remained the No. 1 suspect in the murder
case, although the physical evidence
wasn't there. Two months later, the
bodies of the two victims weére exhumed
and carried to Chapel Hill; where Dr.
Page Hudson, chief medical examiner for
Northi Carolina, did a second post
mortem. The chief purpose for the ex-
humation was to fingerprint the victims a
second time since the ones madeat the in-
itial autopsy were unsuitable for com-
- parisons with the latent lifts made inside

the house in which the murder ocenrred. -

In the course of the sccond autopsy,.
Dr. Hudson x-rayed the hodies and dis- .
covered that Elizabeth Davis had also -
suffered a broken jaw, a point which had
not been included in the original autopsy.
Any hope that fingernail serapings might
be associated with the scratches on
Joseph Sledge were quickly dispelled. -
I'he funeral home had done a gond job, -
and even if it hadn’t, they decay of what
might have been evidence two months
before was now complete. ’

“The hair samples taken by Inv. Little
and samples secured from Joseph Sledge
were forwarded to the Federal Bureau of
Investigation in \Washington. This report
came back saying, in essence, that the
hairs could have come from Joseph
Sledge, but it was not positive.

When it beeame public knowledge
that Sledge was not being charged_with
the double murders the local rumor mill
begin to grind. In- the meantime,
Marshall Evans had been assigned to
work with Little. Evans, a State Bureau of
Investigation agent, did not get involved *
in the case until a month after the two
women were discovered murdered. .
Together, he and Little ran it out to the
puint where Joseph Sledge was the only
suspect in the case, but there was nothing .
strong enough to bring an indictment.

As time went on, following Sledge's
activities until the time he had jumped the

_fence at White Lake prison, the two.

investigators questioned a number of his
acquaintances in the Fayetteville area
who had knowy him over the years. Con-

trary to reports on Sledge’s prison ac-

tivities, he was known on the street as a
violent man and, above all, one who
hated whites.

In November of 1977, Hayward Starl-
ing, director of the SBI, brought a special
homicide unit, headed by Max Bryan.
into the investigation. Bryan in turn
assigned Henry Poole to the case to work
with Inv. Little and ‘Agent Evans. They
simply started all over again.

One small bit of information that
somehow had not surfaced in the begin-
ning was that Aline Davishad been a part-
time employe of a carnival operation at
White Lake which had closed down
Labor Day. This led to a number of false
leads that the Davis residence had heen
the site of parties involving “dope and
drinking.” ) )

However, despite the fact that the

“autopsy showed that Joscphine Davis

blood contained .05 percent alcohol, the
rumored partiecs were proven to be
figments of active jmaginations. In the
end, after hearing over and over again
that Mrs. Davis had never taken adrink in
her life, and the fact that no alcohol or
medicine found in. the house could ac-
count for the blood alcohol level, the in-
vestigators decided the elderly murder
victim might have been a “secret nipper.”
After all this was run out, alist of every
person Sledge was knovgn to-have been
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seeerated with-that is, conlined to a
et wwith—cluring the time sinee he was
cantired in Dillon, was abtained. This
tonked like a difficult task sinee, prior
1o heing tried for auto thelt in the
previous summer and sinee that time,
“iedge had been  frequently shifted
ahout,

It was decided to take things in

“hronolagical order and interview those

with whom Sledge had close contacl
while lodged in the Cumberland County
jail alter his capture in South Carolina,

“1 cane np on this old houseand went
ingicle,” Sledlue was quoted as saying.
“Suddenly this old white Jady appeared
sereaming. [ it her in the jra auidd knock-
od her down and then another one came

g just wenl erazy and started beating

“and stabbing. They were bleeding all
over the place, | really didn’t think they
wonld bleed. T thowdit five would come
oul of them.

“Ihen T ran out the back door. Ou the
way ont, | saw this can of black pepper
and 1 picked it up wud sprinkled the

ks aetivitios and the testimony ef ta s

af i rmer prison miles, However. s
i< o trial, Sledge took the stanid o
deny the killings.

Sledge denied the murders and said
the only time he had everbeenon N2
was while working with road crews fron
the prison cuwinp. As to his escape and the
periad following, Stedye said he follow-
ed US 701 into Elizabethtown, where he
had stolen a car. ’ )

“I staved twao or three yards off the
highway, yon know, in the brush where ]

Amoug the [first interviewees was @ pepper around the door so the she-devils couldn’t be visnalized by human beings
homosexnal, who related an incident at wouldn't come alter me” coming dovn the highway. 1 did this so n
breakfast on one of the first days Sledge “What did he say hie did with the whenever an ocearrence would take j=H
was inearcerated in Fayetteville, That  pepper can?™ luy. Fittle wanted to know. effect 1 conld inunediately visualize it
puartienlar  morning, the investigators  “He said as he whs going ont the door, he amd see ereatures  moving on carth and :{:'
were told bacon was among tie items of thress it down.” : take some plan of action.” &
food. On February 21, 1978, Joseph Sledge Sledge said the first thing he knew o
“They're trying to kill me, feeding mewas returned 1o the Bladen County jail. about the murders was when he read =
pork,” Sledge was quoted as suyinge. On Febrinuy 23rd, a Bladen County abont it in a Favetteville newspaper. " it
: know two white bitches who won'tenjoy  grand jury indicted Sledge  for the sicd to royself, ulicoh, T better get ont of s
i divee ntore parle, T did nway with them,” murders of [osephine aud Aline Davis. this present énvironment. Ededided to get 5
5 During the course of hix” conversalion L DhOnne titorieys aprpesintedd i olie it aritines poopde swho oimilib helismenit g 3
3 with the homosexual, Sledge allegedly  fend Sledge moved Tor achange of veone about these alleged murders.” < Y
: said. “They'll never pinit onmebecase]  and it was granted. Trial began May 1, T'he case wenl to the jury on August i

hid the evidence where they can’t find it.”

For the first time, Phillip Little had
heard something which gave him hope
that there might bea light atthe cud of the
tmnel. But despite lengthy questioning.
the witness could say nothing else thal
was of importance to the investigation.

was quotedas saying. “1 wonder il it's
about killing those two women?”
Martin said he told Slédge he didn't
Lnow and Sledge had said:
“Look, man, can you keep asecret?”
with that, Martin said, Sledge related
a series of incidents which Tollowed his
~erape from the White Lake camp.
54 '

1978 in Whiteville, N.C.. the Colnni-
bus County seal. After four days of
testimony, in which the delendant did not
ke the stand, the case went To the jury.
Alter more than cight hours of delibera-
tion, at which time the judge was advised
thal the paned was hopelessly hung a1 1-1

A1st. After deliberating for five hours, the
jury returned with gailty verdicts on two
charges of second degree murder. Judee
Clark imposed two life sentences after
thanking and dismissing the jury at 10
pan. Sledge’s defense attorney.” Rubin
Moore Jr.. immediately filed notice of

Kelly was not there and her sister told
the aunt Kelly had spent the pight at a
friend’s house.

The annt began making phone calls
and soon leamed Kelly had been absent
fromn school that day aud had not heen at
the girlfriend’s home the night belore.

" The worried  womn called Mrs.

missing daughter.

Early that Thursday afternoon, avou-
ple of 20-year-old men were taking 2
stroll in Farmington Hills. Another {riend
joined them as they started across 2
desolate fickl west of Halstead Road.

There were several houses at the fir
cdge of the ficld, but a large pareel of

The round of interviews in jails and —in favor of conviction, a mistrial was appeal. 00 ¥
prison units continued. Then they talked  declared. : T T &
3 4 & ’ ; EDITORS NOTIL:
3 with u prisoner who had known Sledge s Joseph Sledge went on trial a sccond i !
% " X X . S, e ) 5 Deuoe Martin iz nol the real nane of
¢ munber of years and who was ableto ex- time on August 28, 1978, After the jury : i ot
4 = PR 2 . ? the person so named in the faregoing b
¥ pand on what the Lomosesual had been  was seated belore Judge Ciles Clark. the S e e . i i
: Woldl. This prisoner said Sledgze had talked o fed m o it Jsil B M story. A fictitious name has beenused | %
l”l: "‘pf ‘“‘"l).(" '\":" l. (’l ’l‘l(' e .xl‘u ("l.'gi p;nu( L (TUCE, i "“l }"f‘ in becanse there is no reason for public g
s O\ (O] 3L . doers o v olales Loy I ot sir- P . . . . i
0 mn‘.s(,\ era nn‘c. 1 )()u. e muarders, wilh llt..\l.ll(_ e wimg web ol o interest in the identity of this person. i
i cach time revealing a litle more. cmnstantial - evidence around  Sledge’s [
5 In carly February of 1975, more than ¢
4 three months after the renewal of the in- 3
vestigation, th(.,' final break came. Ex-Con Paroled Curley, who called Detroit 'p('xll(:(: and !
Dave Martin, who had been sereving To Rape A ol reported her daughter missing al £:200 3
. < . . . ol } ) ¥
with Sledgee in a prison unit al Carthage, o Hape Agalit p.an. : 5 4
was scheduled to get out on parole. Y. . o Detectives from the juvenile division §
Reforeleaving the unil, hehad gone to the (Continucd from puage 37) went o the Curley home to take the i
warden and told him he had something hie details. ‘They were told Kelly Curley was
wanted to get off his chest. for a while, then started for a a  happy. well-adjusted Ll-year-old.
The warden -contacted the SB1 and neighhorhood candy store. She told her definilely not the runaway type.
Phillip Little and Henry Poole went to sister she was going to spend the night at Chey found out Kelly hid been look-
hear the story. Marlin said that during the home of a gitlriend  in the ing forward to a trip to Flarida to visit
. . . o . . 52 P . T T, <lReEd
the previous summer, he and Sledge had neighborhoad, then skipped ganily out of with her father. Her bags, packed for b
been in the yard and Sledge was working the house. weeks, were still in her room.
with a weight rack, exercising. Another The following afternoon, when the I'he deteetives made inquiriesareune
prisoner had comeuap and told Sledye he Houghten School let out, Kelly's aunt was the neighborhoaod, but found no oue whie
was, wanted at the office. Sledge left and wailing to pick her upe The womni had any infonnation on what might have
returned afew minutes later tovelate that watehed the children stresun ont of the happened to the child. Calls were mad
he was beiug returned to Bladen County.: building. but she did not see the familiar* to former neighbors of the Curley fanily,
(T'he purpose of the return was for trinlon face of her nicce. When the schoal doors but again, to no avail. ) ;
the auto theft charges, but Sledge had not closed mnd  surromding streets were It wwas a long anxious night i e
been told this.) almost etapty, the woman drove to the Curley home, and on Thursday morning, i
“Ihey want me back in Bladen.” he Curley home on Lahser. Mrs. Corley was stillawaiting word ol her
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Former writer's life is recalled

By Ranald Totten
Star-News Correspondent
Published: Sunday, June 11,2006 at 12:30 a.m.

Some people dream about finding the perfect mate. Haydee Jeb-Lee Hendrix and
her husband of 38 years, John L. Hendrix, were so close they shared a name.
Literally.

Family and friends honored Haydee Hendrix, who died May 31 at age 69, last
Monday at Harrell's Funeral Home and Cremation Service in Burgaw.

Born to John Paul Jeb-Lee and Cleopatra Cowan Jeb-Lee on Christmas Day 1936, in
Roanoke, Va., Haydee Hendrix grew up in Burgaw on property that now sits off New
Savannah Road. She graduated from Burgaw High School in 1954.

Early on, she showed an aptitude for writing, publishing articles in several journals
and newspapers before she had graduated from high school, said her daughter,
Vivian Pettyjohn Anderson, 45, a registered nurse in Tucson, Ariz. Haydee Hendrix
and her husband later formed a dynamic team specializing in writing murder cases -
for investigative journals such as True Detective and Master Detective. They shared
the pseudonym "Richard Devon."

"Haydee had actually adopted the name years before as her own pen name," her
husband said. "She believed a man's name would help her get published because
males got more attention."

"She got me into the business of crime writing," he said, "and we were successful for
about 10 years. But when the cable news programs and the networks picked up on
it, the publications we wrote for were doomed."

From 1962 until 1968 she worked in Charleston, S.C., as a travel agent, forming a
lifelong friendship with her boss, Ruth Ravenel, who owned the Ravenel Travel

Agency.

She met herAfuture husband in Charleston, where he was working for The News and
Courier. He approached her on a dance floor and boldly asked, "Would you like to
dance because your partner obviously cannot?"

They married in 1968.

In the 1980s Haydee Hendrix helped her husband launch the Coastal Carolinian, a
weekly newspaper in Carolina Beach that lasted several years. She was active in
local politics and worked tirelessly on Robert F. Kennedy's 1968 campaign for
president.

"She was very upset when he was shot," Anderson, her daughter, said. "She was
saddened by social and racial injustice and worked hard to do her part to find
answers to those problems." More recently, she was disturbed by the greed in the
Enron scandal.

Haydee Hendrix also worked as a paralegal for a series of attorneys. She ended her
career in Wilmington at the law firm of Stevens, McGhee, Morgan, Lennon, O'Quinn
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" and Toll, from which she retired in 2001.

She was Alton Lennon's personal secretary for 15 years, and he remembered her as
someone who could bring great calm to people under stress.

"People loved her," said Lennon, who described Haydee Hendrix as innately
intuitive. "She could size up people's character, or lack thereof, within minutes. It
was a special gift."

Lennon and his colleague, Alan Toll, each spoke at Haydee Hendrix's memorial
service, at which friends and family took turns reciting stories about her. Haydee
Hendrix is also survived by two sons, Victor H.E. Morgan, 48, an attorney in
Jacksonville, and John Perkins Hendrix II, 36, a restaurant manager in Wilmington;
and daughter Badea Regina Pettyjohn Richards, 42, a registered nurse in Phoenix.

"She was very proud of us - her children," Anderson said. "She was a loving and
sincere parent, and she guided us the best way she knew how."

Mrs. Hendrix was also proud of her indoor green thumb. Her husband said that one
of the last things she said to him was, "Don't forget to water my plants."

This story appeared in print on page 1B
Copyright © 2013 StarNewsOnline.com — All rights reserved. Restricted use only.

www starnewsonline .com/article/2006061 1/NEW S/606110361?template=printpicart 000274 212



31713 Discarded evidence costs some NC inmates a chance at freedom | Crime | NewsObserver.com

NewsObserver.com

Next Story >

6 arrested in Wake Forest prostitution sting, including champion poker player

iscardett'i Fvidgnce costs some NC inmates a
chance at freedom

Published: March 16, 2013 Updated 3 hours ago
By Mandy Locke — mlocke@newsobserver.com

For decades, claims of innocence have been thwarted by a simple, regrettable fact: The courts and police
didn’t know how important pieces of evidence would be as modern science evolved.

Rape kits and blood-stained sheets were thrown away over the years — and, with them, the only shot some
prisoners had to prove they were wrongly convicted.

The story of North Caralina’s haphazard collection and storage of vital crime scene evidence can be told
through a notable collection of innocent men. Dwayne Dail was set free in 2007 after a nightgown from the
rape he’d been convicted of was found and tested after being misplaced for years.

Most recently, investigators at the North Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission found a set of fingerprints
in a Hickory police file that proved Willie Grimes had been wrongly convicted.Nationally, roughly 300 DNA
exonerations have relied solely on the availability of crime scene evidence preserved for years.

But while some wrongly convicted inmates eventually located evidence that proved their innocence,
dozens more who say they aren’t guilty are resigned to lives in prison because the evidence that could
prove their claim has been lost or destroyed.

The North Carolina Center on Actual Innocence has fielded 45 applications for help in which DNA testing
would settle the claim but the evidence in the cases has been destroyed or lost, said Christine Mumma,
director of the center.

North Carolina legislators passed laws in 2001 that specified which biological evidence from decided
cases needed to be retained and for how long, as well as evidence in unsolved cases. It established strict
parameters for how clerks and police must destroy evidence.

The law requires judges to approve destruction notices, and only after defense attorneys and the Office of
Indigent Defense Services has been notified to make sure there is no lingering appeal or unsettled claim.
Intentional efforts to tamper with the evidence or block it from being tested is a crime.

But for local law enforcement, undoing habits from decades before remains a challenge.

Rodney Hester, a captain with the Bladen County sheriff's office, which investigated Joseph Sledge’s case
in the 1970s, said his department didn’t create a computerized inventory for evidence until the 1990s.
Through the years, the department has lost evidence to a flood and struggled to keep it in good order
through multiple relocations.

Hester, who teaches law enforcement techniques at a community college, said he wished the department
had done better.

“No one imagined DNA,” he said. “We just didn’t keep a lot of stuff back then, and we didn’t keep up with
much of what we did” retain.

Not a priority

www .newsobserver.com/2013/03/16/2755857/discarded-evidence-costs-some .html 0 0 0275 13



3/1713 Discarded evidence costs some NC inmates a chance at freedom | Crime | NewsObserver.com

Some fear that the new law isn’t being followed. Since 2006, clerks have filed notices to destroy evidence
in only 52 cases. Those notices came from only eight counties.

The Center on Actual Innocence, a nonprofit that investigates claims of innocence, fielded four claims after
the laws were passed in which evidence that should have been preserved was lost or destroyed. Mumma
wants a central repository of crime scene evidence to standardize storage and preservation.

“It’s just another example of how the criminal justice system is not keeping up with technology,” she said.

While the law applies to cases before 2001 in which evidence still exists, many law enforcement and
clerks’ offices haven’t reviewed and categorized those old cases. The problems are particularly pressing at
smaller law enforcement agencies, where the staff juggles many responsibilities and may not consider the
assignment important.

“It's considered low on the totem pole,” said Neil Woodcock, executive director of the North Carolina
Association for Property and Evidence, an organization that helps law enforcement with proper
maintenance of crime scene evidence. “The guy doing it doesn't take the long-term approach.”

Lessons learned

Rick Glazier, a defense lawyer and a state representative from Fayetteville, helped spearhead efforts to
reform evidence preservation in 2001 after a sobering lesson from an innocence claim he handled.

In 1991, Glazier helped free Leslie Jean, convincing the courts that the police’s use of hypnosis during the
interview process was inappropriate. Jean had always maintained his innocence. Each time Glazier looked
for evidence, he was told it had been destroyed.

When he asked a friend to check the clerk’s office once more in 1998, staffers located a box of evidence
shoved behind a shelf that had been cleaned out. The rape kit needed to prove Jean’s innocence was
inside.

“There’s lots of issues out here,” Glazier said. “Lack of resources sometimes. Lack of time. In some cases,
it's lack of thought.”

A legislative committee that explored evidence preservation was sidelined in 2010 to shepherd reforms at
the State Bureau of Investigation crime laboratory. The committee dissolved at the end of the 2011
session, and Glazier’s efforts 1o bring it back have failed.

“There’s still a whole lot of work™ to be done, he said.

The North Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission began vetting claims of innocence in 2006. As a state
agency, the commission can search for and compel evidence in ways advocates and law school clinics
cannot.

Its authority has paid off. In seven cases, commission investigators found evidence that other agencies
had been told didn’t exist.

“Sometimes in these cases, it's pure luck,” said Kendra Montgomery-Blinn, executive director of the

inquiry commission.
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Joseph Sledge, photographed at Pamlico Correctional Institution Thursday, February 28, 2013.

Ethan Hyman — ehyman@newsobserver.comBuy Photo

By Mandy Locke — mlocke@newsobserver.com

Editors note: Joseph Sledge has speht half his life trying to convince North Carolina court officials that he is
innocent of the 1976 Bladen County murders of a mother and daughter. He hopes the recent DNA test on

some long-lost hair will soon lead to his release.

Explore this interactive timeline of Joseph Sledge's ordeal that includes audio of Sledge and the SBI report
from the 1976 murders.

BAYBORO -- Joseph Sledge’s salvation rested in an envelope misplaced for years on a shelf so high in the
Columbus County clerk’s evidence room that no one noticed it.

Sledge has languished in prison for 34 years. Since the 1990s, when the technology became widely
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available, he has begged anyone who would listen to perform DNA tests on evidence from his trial. Now
the courts must reckon with his unwavering proclamations of innocence.

The man who murdered mother and daughter Josephine and Ailene Davis in 1976 left pieces of himself in
their bloodied Bladen County home. Investigators found a smattering of head and pubic hairs on the
exposed bodies of the Davis women. At the time, the best science available offered limited clues: The killer
was a black man, maybe Sledge.

A DNA test performed in December offers a new revelation: The hairs don’t belong to him.

“Miracles happen in their own kind of way,” said Sledge, a slight, shy 68-year-old imprisoned at Pamlico
Correctional Institution in Bayboro, east of New Bern.

Sledge is poised to become the oldest and longest-serving inmate in North Carolina found to be wrongly
convicted, though he has tried mightily to avoid the distinction. His hand-written letters asking for help fill
four files in the Columbus County Clerk of Court’s office.

The letters met resistance or excuses from a cast of prosecutors and judges highly regarded in the state. A
2003 order to find and test evidence went unheeded for five years. It would be another four years before
the key evidence — head and pubic hairs — would be found and tested.

In the 1970s, no one imagined where science would lead criminal investigations. Evidence with little value
30 years ago became the proof that dozens of innocent North Carolina men needed to show that the
courts had the wrong guy. Although new laws forbid destruction of key evidence in many cases, they do
little for the generation of prisoners convicted when evidence was disposed of as easily as trash.

If exonerated, Sledge will be the fifth North Carolina man proved innocent by DNA or fingerprint analysis
performed on evidence that had been misplaced or forgotten. For lawyers who investigate innocence
work, the reality of lost evidence is a daily frustration.

“We can never feel that there’s closure,” said Christine Mumma, director of the North Carolina Center on
Actual Innocence, a Durham nonprofit that investigates claims of innocence. “Unless we can get into the
evidence room and the case files ourselves, we can never be confident that someone has done a
thorough search.”

Mumma had been investigating Sledge’s case for years, trying to find crime scene evidence and track
down witnesses.

Last August, boxes of documents from Sledge’s case covered the floor of her Durham office. She could
think of nothing more to do and braced herself for a final visit to Sledge to deliver the news.

Then her phone rang.

Columbus County Court clerks had been cleaning the evidence room, and as assistant clerk Rita Batchelor
climbed a ladder to inspect the top shelf, she spotted a thin envelope labeled with a file number and a
name: Joseph Sledge.

“His name just stuck out,” said Columbus County Clerk Sheila Pridgen. Because of his letters, “all of us
knew him.”

Wrong place, wrong time

Sledge was an impulsive young man who had a habit of showing up in the wrong places at the worst
times. In 1976, that sealed his fate.

Sledge, a Georgia native, came to North Carolina by way of the draft during the Vietnam War. He drove a
supply truck for the Army at Fort Bragg.

After leaving the Army, Sledge lingered in the state. He found work as a janitor but was soon laid off. Broke
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and hungry, Sledge stole boxes full of clothes from a department store. In 1973, a judge sentenced him to
four years in prison.

One day in 1976, while working on a White Lake Prison Camp work crew picking up highway litter in
Bladen County, another inmate quarreled with Sledge and punched him. The inmate was sent to another
prison as punishment, Sledge said. The day the other prisoner was due to return to White Lake, Sledge
feared he’d try to settle the score.

Sledge, small at 147 pounds, didn’t want to take that chance. After the sun set on Sept. 5, 1976, he
climbed a fence at White Lake and hid in nearby woods until the darkness could cover his tracks.

Within hours, less than five miles away, someone would murder the Davis women.
An obvious suspect

The slayings rattled Bladen County, especially young sheriff’s detective Phillip Little. Josephine Davis, 74,
and Ailene Davis, 53, lived a mile from him. He had known them his whole life.

Both had been stabbed repeatedly; a pool of blood puddled around them. The Killer had lifted their gowns
and slips above their midsections and raped Ailene, Josephine’s daughter. The State Bureau of
Investigation sent help to hunt for the killer.

Sledge was an obvious suspect: a known criminal with an opportunity. Authorities caught him four days
later.

Sledge said he was desperate to cooperate. He detailed his escape route for investigators and showed
them where he stashed his prison clothes and others he stole from clotheslines and cars along the way.
He consented to give samples of blood and pubic hair.

He said he would have gladly offered a head hair sample, too, but he had been shaving his head since his
Army days.

Aside from the coincidence of Sledge escaping the day before the murder, investigators didn’t have
enough to tie Sledge to the crime. None of the fingerprints in the house matched his; neither did shoeprints
inside the house and outside beneath a bedroom window.

An FBI analyst who examined the hairs Little found on the women’s bodies determined they were
“Negroid” and said they were “consistent” with Sledge’s pubic hair.

“The case was very thoroughly investigated based on what we had at our hands,” Little, who retired last
year, said in a recent interview.

A year after the murders, the trail was cold. The victims’ family grew impatient and wrote to the SBI asking
about progress in the case. The director wrote back Aug. 12, 1977, saying the “Investigation to date has
failed to produce sufficient evidence to justify an arrest.”

He promised to keep looking. The governor had promised a reward for information that could solve the
crime.

Little and SBI agents hit the road, looking for all the men Sledge had known in prison in the last year.
The snitches emerge

When Little and SBI Special Agent Henry Poole first met Donnie Sutton in November 1977, more than a
year after the murders, he had little to say. Sutton, a young man in prison for murder who had also
escaped in September 1976, had known Sledge in prison.

Records show that Sutton said he didn’t know anything about Sledge being involved in the murders but
that he’d think harder about anything Sledge might have told him.
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When investigators visited Sutton again in February 1978, he painted a different picture, saying that Sledge
told him that the Davis women were supposed to die. Sutton said Sledge hated white women and called
them “she-devils.”

Investigators also found another jailhouse informant named Herman Baker, who was in jail briefly with
Sledge after the murders. Mumma, Sledge’s lawyer, said the SBI case file includes no mention of Baker or
copies of those interviews. But at Sledge’s trial, Baker’s testimony delivered a decisive blow.

Baker’s memory of Sledge’s comments offered details police had never publicly released. Baker, who was
not in prison at the time of the murder, testified that Sledge talked about slugging one of the women in the
jaw and that he had sprinkled black pepper in the house to keep the victims’ spirits away from him.

Little had seen the pepper can on his first visit but didn’t take it as evidence. In February 1978, just three
months before Sledge’s first trial, Little returned and collected the pepper can.

The first attempt to convict Sledge failed in May 1978, ending in a mistrial.

In August of that year, prosecutors tried again. This time, a fresh young prosecutor joined the team.
Michael Easley had begun working for the district attorney’s office after graduating from law school in
1976. He would go on to become district attorney, state attorney general and, in 2001, North Carolina’s
governor.

Easley declined through his lawyers to talk about the Sledge case, saying only that he has spoken to both
Mumma and current district attorney Jon David and has offered his assistance in reviewing Sledge’s claim
of innocence.

‘It's scandalous’

Sledge had a funny feeling about the jailhouse informants who convinced a jury he had killed Josephine
and Ailene Dauvis.

He had no memory of ever meeting Baker, and he testified he’d never said anything about being involved
in the crime to Sutton. The inmates painted him to be a racist with a violent temper. Their comments still
bewilder him.

“l only weigh 147 pounds, then and now,” he said. “How could | be violent with anybody?”

There’s no indication Sledge’s attorney, Reuben Moore of Elizabethtown, was given copies of Sutton’s
earlier interviews; he asked no questions about Sutton’s shifting statements.

Four months after Sledge was convicted, the state rewarded Baker and Sutton. Baker collected $3,000.
Sutton got $2,000. :

“It's scandalous they were paid,” said Moore, now retired. “I’'m not surprised it happened. It’'s just amazing
we found out about it.”

Little, the sheriff’'s detective, said his memory of the case is spotty. But he recalls investigators discussing
the rewards after the trial. He does not remember making any promises about the money.

Sutton died in 1991. Efforts by The News & Observer to find Baker failed.
Easley says no

The jailhouse snitches gnawed at Sledge inside prison. He was convinced they were rewarded for their
testimony.

He began writing to judges, asking them to investigate. In loopy cursive, Sledge asked again and again for
judges to give him another trial.
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By April 1983, Easley had become the elected district attorney in Columbus County. Easley replied to one
of Sledge’s motions, saying “no promise was made to Herman Baker and Donald Sutton in return for their
testimony by the District Attorney’s Office” or the attorney general. In his response, he didn’t mention
anything about the rewards for Baker and Sutton. Superior Court Judge Robert Hobgood denied Sledge’s
request for a new trial.

Sledge spent hours each day in prison law libraries. He dissected every moment of his trial. He read court
opinions and memorized legal phrases such as “jurisprudence” and “ineffective assistance of counsel.” He
wrote letter after letter, asking judges to examine irregularities in his case.

One evening in 1993, Sledge and other inmates watched a news program in the prison’s common room. A
lawyer on television talked about a new kind of science revolutionizing crime scene analysis: DNA. Every
person had a unique profile that could be detected in their blood or semen or hair.

Sledge remembers thinking: “Here’s my opportunity to find freedom.”

He returned to his cell and started a new letter.

Long quest for a test

For the past 20 years, Sledge knew his only chance of dying a free man rested on DNA testing.

He wrote more letters. Some were polite and deferential, others more direct and desperate. In a letter to
the Innocence Project in New York in 2001, Sledge was emphatic: “Yes sir God knows I’'m innocent.”

In total, he filed more than 20 motions, all without a lawyer. Some potential help in 1997 from the
Innocence Project ended quickly when John Watters, counsel for the SBI, wrote to a lawyer for the group,
saying the SBI had no records and had not been involved in the case.

Actually, the SBI had dispatched agents to help work the case, and multiple reports listed dozens of items
of evidence collected for analysis at its crime lab. A lawyer for the state Department of Justice said last
week that Watters’ response “appears to have been due to an oversight.”

In 2003, Superior Court Judge William Gore heeded Sledge’s decadelong pursuit of evidence to test for
DNA.

Gore ordered the district attorney and all investigating agencies to look to see if they could find any
evidence to test. And, if they couldn’t, he wanted an affidavit explaining why.

“There was nothing to be lost by it,” said Gore, now a defense lawyer in Whiteville. “If there was someone
innocent, and we could determine it with new technology, | was anxious to do it.”

Gore’s order was ignored. No one responded, not even with an explanation as to why they couldn’t find
the evidence.

Gore wrote to Sledge in December 2004, saying none of the agencies had responded.

“As a Superior Court Judge | am not in a position to make any further investigations into your claims,” Gore
wrote. “| have acted in good faith and believe the agencies and people | have sent the order to have acted
in good faith as well.”

Gore said in an interview that he’s not surprised no one heeded his order.

“We didn’t have a mechanism to follow up,” he said. “I’'m not making excuses, but this was not unusual.
I’m sure that | ordered many people to do things that they never obliged.”

Rex Gore, district attorney for Brunswick, Columbus and Bladen counties from 1991 until 2011, said he
didn’t remember seeing the judge’s order.
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He did, however, begin searching for evidence in 2005 when a lawyer at Duke University trying to help
Sledge inquired. Rex Gore found a box of evidence in the Columbus County clerk’s office but said
evidence kept by the Bladen sheriff’s office, which would have included blood samples from the house,
fingerprints and the rape kit, had long since been lost or destroyed.

Rex Gore, who is not related to William Gore, said he’s not surprised the envelope with hair evidence was
overlooked.

“The things we see on ‘CSI’ where things are tagged and locked and numbered like a Dewey Decimal
System, that’'s more movie than reality,” he said.

No ride to Raleigh

Lawyers trying to help Sledge struggled along the way, too. Rex Gore consented to having the evidence
found in the clerk’s office tested at the SBI; the judge’s order directed the clerk of court to submit the
evidence to the SBI laboratory in Raleigh but didn’t specify how it would get there.

The box remained on the shelf. Two years passed.

Mumma took over the case in 2008 and shepherded a new order specifying that deputies would take the
box to Raleigh.

Over the coming years, analysts tried to detect the killer’'s DNA on the victims’ clothing. A partial profile —
less than a full view of all 23 pairs of chromosomes — was detected on the women'’s clothing. It excluded
Sledge, but Mumma knew it wasn’t enough. Anyone could have come in contact with the women before
they were killed.

She believed Sledge was telling the truth, but she had run out of ways to prove it. So many of the
witnesses were dead, so much of the evidence missing.

As Mumma slowly prepared Sledge for a letdown, the clerk called about the hairs. Sledge still has the letter
Mumma sent with the news.

“Your entire letter smells like freedom,” Sledge wrote in his reply.

‘l can’t hold a grudge’

Prison has tamed Sledge. All the stubbornness and impulse of his youth have been stripped away.
So has his anger.

While he passed year after year behind bars, Sledge watched Easley’s career flourish, including his two
terms as governor. When Easley pleaded guilty in 2010 to a felony involving a campaign finance violation
and was stripped of his law license, Sledge found no satisfaction.

“l ain’t nobody to him; | know that,” Sledge said. “l can’t hold a grudge against no man. ... Animosity won’t
solve the problem.”

Still, he waits, eager for a trip back to court to undo the jury’s decision.

Mumma received the results from the DNA tests on the hair in December and has urged Jon David, the
current district attorney, to help her free Sledge. Although the partial profile on the hairs definitively rules
out Sledge, it’s not full enough to compare to the SBI’s DNA database of convicted felons to find whose
hair it is.

David has engaged the SBI to help him investigate further.

“| really see us as sharing the goal of making sure this conviction rests on credible and substantial
evidence,” David said. “I’'m going to go where the truth leads in this matter.”
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Little, the Bladen detective, is skeptical of the new information. He said that the informant testimony was so
compelling that it would take more than DNA from the hairs to convince him Sledge wasn’t involved.

The Davises’ relatives wait anxiously, too.

“This will really bring up a lot of bad memories for my family,” said Billy Ray Hales, Josephine Davis’
grandson. “If (Sledge) did it, he needs to go out feet first. If he didn’t, I’'m mad as hell they didn’t get the
right guy in the first place. Somebody has to pay.”

Seeking solitude

At 68, Sledge feels his age.

He sleeps through much of the day, eager to pass it. Sledge tries to keep up his strength and focus by
studying his case and corresponding with Mumma.

He doesn’t dwell on questions of what could have been. He’s ambivalent about what his life would have
been like if he hadn’t spent it in prison. He shrugs. A wife probably, maybe kids. He would have liked to fix
cars for a living.

But if he’s released, he knows exactly how he’ll spend his remaining years.

After decades of sharing showers and meals with strangers, he’s desperate for a life of solitude. He has
kept his family at a distance since his conviction, refusing to let them see what he had become in prison:
small and caged.

If Sledge is freed, he’ll return to his native Georgia to a plot of land his mother saved for him.

He wants to grow what he eats and let the sun soak his skin. He will keep dogs for company.

He’s eager to spend his last years much like he has the past 34: out of sight and forgotten.

News researchers Brooke Cain and David Raynor contributed.

Locke: 919-829-8927
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Joseph Sledge, photographed at Pamlico Correctional Institution in Bayboro, N.C. Thursday,
February 28, 2013.

Ethan Hyman — ehyman@newsobserver.comBuy Photo
By Mandy Locke — mlocke@newobserver.com

A jailhouse snitch who helped ensure that Joseph Sledge spent the last 34 years in prison now says he lied
at Sledge’s 1978 trial, Sledge’s lawyer said Tuesday in a new motion aimed at winning his freedom.

Sledge has insisted for decades that he is innocent. The News & Observer reported March 17 that new
DNA tests showed he was not the person who left hair on the bodies of Josephine and Ailene Davis, two
Bladen County murder victims. :

In a motion filed Tuesday in Columbus County, Sledge’s attorney, Christine Mumma, asked a judge to
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overturn Sledge’s conviction, release him and dismiss any charges related to the murder. The district
attorney could join Mumma in petitioning for Sledge’s freedom.

The motion lays out dozens of missteps in Sledge’s case, including recent allegations of bribed testimony
and improper conduct by investigators. A key witness at the trial, Herman Baker, says investigators “fed
me all the details” to form his testimony.

Sledge’s conviction rested firmly on testimony of two jailhouse snitches.

Baker, one of two inmates who testified at the trial, told Sledge’s lawyers at the N.C. Center on Actual
Innocence last week that he was lured by reward money and promises of early parole into giving damning
testimony implicating Sledge in the murder. According to the motion, Baker also told Mumma that
investigators told him he was a suspect in the murders of the Davises and could be charged if he didn’t
cooperate.

According to the affidavit, Baker said that law enforcement and prison officials provided him specific details
of the crime in order for him to provide believable testimony.

“| did not have any personal knowledge of any information relating to the murders of the two women in
Bladen County,” Baker said. “Law enforcement fed me all the details of the crime to which | testified.”

In 1978, while investigators tried to make an arrest in the murders, Baker was in prison on a breaking and
entering conviction. He could have encountered Sledge in-prison, but Sledge says he does not remember
him.

The other jailhouse informant who testified against Sledge died in 1991. That informant’s information
shifted in the months before Sledge’s trial; he initially told investigators he knew nothing of Sledge’s
involvement in the murders.

Mumma, director of the N.C. Center on Actual Innocence in Durham, said in the motion that the new
evidence “now completely undermines any confidence in Mr. Sledge’s conviction and irrefutably
establishes his innocence.”

Mumma asked the judge to order an investigation into cases mvolvmg shitch testimony handled by the
officers involved with Baker’s testimony.

The two officers who handled Baker’s interviews and trial preparation are now retired. Henry L. Poole
retired from the SBI in the 1990s after heading an unsolved crimes unit. Phillip Little retired last year from
the Bladen County sheriff’'s office.

Little said in an interview earlier this month that he would have a hard time believing Sledge’s innocence,
even with DNA evidence. Little said the jailhouse informants’ testimony was compelling.

In 1976, Sledge, an Army veteran, was serving a four-year sentence at a prison in Bladen County for
receiving stolen property and larceny. He escaped the day before the Davises were killed because he
feared another inmate would attack him.

Sledge was convicted in 1978 in Columbus County. Mike Easley, then a young prosecutor, helped convict
Sledge. Easley, who went on to become the local district attorney, state attorney general and eventually
governor, would fight Sledge’s attempts over the years to undo his conviction.

In 1983, Easley responded to one of Sledge’s motions for appropriate relief, saying that the snitches had
received no promises of reward money for their testimony.

Sledge fought for nearly two decades to get DNA testing on evidence from the crime scene. He finally got
his wish last year; DNA tests in December on long-misplaced evidence showed that hairs left on the
victims’ bodies were not his.

Locke: 919-829-8927
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Joseph Sledge, photographed in February at Pamlico Correctional Institution, has served 34 years
in prison for killings he says he didn't commit. A jailhouse informant now says he lied at Sledge's
1978 trial.

Ethan Hyman — ehyman@newsobserver.comBuy Photo
By Mandy Locke — mlocke@newsobserver.com

Editors note: Joseph Sledge has spent half his life trying to convince North Carolina court officials that he is
innocent of the 1976 Bladen County murders of a mother and daughter. He hopes the recent DNA test on
some long-lost hair will soon lead to his release.

Explore this interactive timeline of Joseph Sledge's ordeal that includes audio of Sledge and the SBI report
from the 1976 murders.

Two jailhouse informants sealed Joseph Sledge’s fate in 1978, offering a jury an elaborate story of a
satanic-crazed Sledge stabbing to death a Bladen County mother and daughter.
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One of those informants, Herman Baker, now says he lied, lured to testify with threats of arrest and
promises of reward money and early parole.

“Law enforcement fed me all the details of the crime to which | testified,” Baker said in an affidavit filed
Tuesday in Columbus County.

The shift in Baker's testimony is the latest development in an unraveling case against Sledge, who has
spent half his life — 34 years — in prison for murders he says he didn’t commit.

The News & Observer reported on Sledge’s odyssey March 17, examining how for 20 years Sledge pleaded
with the courts to test evidence in his case. In August, clerks found a long-misplaced envelope containing
hair that investigators at the time believed the killer left behind.

DNA tests on those hairs in December showed that they did not belong to Sledge, boosting his case that he
did not kill Josephine and Ailene Davis in rural Bladen County in southeastern North Carolina.

Christine Mumma, Sledge’s attorney and director of the N.C. Center on Actual Innocence, filed a motion
Tuesday asking a judge to release Sledge, overturn his conviction and dismiss all charges from the 1976
murders. District Attorney Jon David has engaged the State Bureau of Investigation for help in re-examining
the case. The new evidence “now completely undermines any confidence in Mr. Sledge’s conviction and
irrefutably establishes his innocence,” Mumma wrote.

Sledge’s case highlights the types of missteps in North Carolina cases that courts have struggled to fix over
the past 30 years. When Sledge was convicted, prosecutors didn’t have to share all their files with defense
counsel. At the time, SBI lab analysts testified evidence was covered with blood when they hadn't done the
tests to prove it, and jurors didn’t always hear about the deals that informants struck with investigators in
exchange for their testimony.

In her motion, Mumma asked the judge to order a full investigation into all cases involving informant
testimony handled by the officers who handled Sledge’s case: former SBI agent Henry Poole and former
Bladen County sheriff's detective Phillip Little. Fabricating evidence to deceive a jury could amount to felony
obstruction of justice.

Poole said Tuesday that Baker's allegations are false.
“That's an absolute untruth,” said Poole, who retired from the SBl in 1993.
The key testimony

Herman Baker Jr. provided the most damning testimony against Sledge at his 1978 trial. Baker painted the
jury a picture of Sledge as a racist who brutalized an elderly white woman and her grown daughter after
escaping from a nearby prison. He told jurors Sledge believed white women were “she devils” who ought to
be killed to protect black people.

At trial, Baker offered two details that investigators had never publicly released. Baker said Sledge hit one
of the women in the jaw; an autopsy showed that Josephine Davis’ jaw had been broken.

Baker provided jurors another vital tidbit: Sledge confessed to sprinkling black pepper around the bloody
scene and out the back of the house to keep the women'’s spirits from following him.

Bladen County sheriff's detective Phillip Little retrieved a can of black pepper from the house after
interviewing Baker in February 1978, more than 18 months after the killings. Little submitted the pepper can
at trial to validate Baker's story.

Baker said in an affidavit that he was pulled out of solitary confinement at White Lake Prison Camp to talk to
investigators in February 1978. At the time, he was serving time for a breaking and entering conviction.

Baker told Mumma, Sledge’s attorney, that investigators warned him that he was a suspect in the murders
and that if he didn’t cooperate, he'd be charged. They told him about the $5,000 reward for information in
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the case and told him they would release him from prison early, according to Baker’s affidavit.

Investigators then told him what he needed to know to offer a convincing story, Baker said in the affidavit.
Baker’s story was said to be based on a conversation he had with Sledge when they were in prison together
in Carthage.

Before Sledge’s August 1978 trial, Baker was released on parole and went to Pennsylvania to be near
family. In August 1978, Little and Poole drove north to fetch him for the trial. They put him up in a motel,
and paid for his transportation home.

Two months later, the SBI requested that Baker and the other informant, Donnie Sutton, who died in 1991,
be given the governor's $5,000 reward in the case, saying the conviction was due in part to “the testimony
of both Baker and Sutton.” In December 1978, Baker collected $3,000, records show.

Little said in an interview this month that neither informant had been promised the reward before the trial.
Two respected investigators

Henry Poole retired from the SBI in the mid-1990s after a respected career solving some of the most
complex and haunting homicides in the state. He headed the agency’s cold case unit until his retirement.

Phillip Little logged more than three decades with the Bladen County Sheriff's Department. He retired last
year and has kept close ties to law enforcement, lobbying Congress for laws to help narcotics investigators
and helping emergency management responders during local disasters.

When reached by The N&O this month, Little said he was skeptical of Sledge’s claim of innocence.

Little said that DNA evidence wouldn’t be enough to change his mind about Sledge’s guilt. The testimony
from the informants, Little said, was convincing and compelling.

In the interview, Little pointed to Baker's knowledge of the black pepper can and the victim's broken jaw.
“Only the person who committed the crime would have known about that,” Little said.
Little couldn’t be reached for comment Tuesday.

Mike Easley, then a young assistant district attorney, helped prosecute Sledge in 1978. As the elected
district attorney years later, Easley fought Sledge’s attempts to secure a new trial because of the informant
testimony.

Easley, who would go on to become attorney general and eventually governor, said in an answer to
Sledge’s request for a new trial in 1983 that “no promises” had been made to the informants at Sledge’s
trial.

Easley said Tuesday that he couldn’t recall knowing anything about informants being paid. He declined to
comment further.

‘Eager to litigate’

Baker and Sutton’s testimony gnawed at Sledge. He didn’t even recall knowing or ever talking to Baker.
Sledge wrote letter after letter to judges asking that they reveal any compensation paid to the men.

Sledge, now 68, filed more than 20 motions asking the courts for relief. In 1993, he began asking judges to
order DNA tests in his case, certain those results would exonerate him.

Many of his requests went unheeded. Investigators and the district attorney simply didn’t respond to a
judge’s order in 2003 to search for evidence and perform DNA tests. His long-awaited wish arrived in
August 2012 when clerks found an envelope containing hairs that had been separated from a box of
evidence collected during Sledge’s trial.
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Scientists analyzed the hairs — both pubic and head hairs left on the exposed bodies of the victims — and
concluded they couldn’t have belonged to Sledge.

Mumma has been in talks for months with Jon David, district attorney in Brunswick, Bladen and Columbus
counties, about Sledge’s potential release. David has said he would go where the truth led in the case.

On Tuesday, David said he couldn’t comment on the motion. He said in a statement: “| am eager to litigate
this case in a courtroom. Public oversight and transparency are vital to ensure a fair process and just
result.” A spokeswoman for the SBI declined to comment on the allegations because the case is ongoing.

The motion filed Tuesday puts Sledge’s case in the hands of the court and starts a clock on Sledge’s
request for relief. Within two months, a judge will have to schedule an evidentiary hearing or rule on the
request to overturn the conviction.

David also has the authority to investigate questions of investigator misconduct or ask for assistance from a
special prosecutor.

Poole, the retired SBI agent involved in Sledge’s case, said he would welcome any investigation of his prior
work.

“That doesn’t bother me one bit,” Poole said. “They can have their day with it."

Locke: 919-829-8927
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Editorial - Inmate shouldn’t have had to wait
this long for a chance to prove innocence

Grow Your Family
—with Ours
Published: Monday, March 18, 2013 at 10:09 p.n.

Joseph Sledge may become the latest in a series of examples of wrongful conviction in
North Carolina. What is North Carolina going to do about it?

- e

b,

Br unswick) WOMEN'S CENTER

It is almost criminal that this man has spent at least two-thirds of his 34 years
behind bars trying to get someone to review his case. Sledge, now 68, has been in
prison hall his life for a erime he probably did not commit. DNA testing seems to
exonerate him, and he has one of the best advocacy teams in the state working on his
case, lawyer Christine Mumima and the Actual Innocence Project staff. Without that
group’s commitment to justice, wrongfully convicted North Carolinians have little
hope that someone will take a second look at their case.

A compelling report by The News & Observer of Raleigh outlined Sledge’s almost
Quixotic quest to prove his innocence since his convietion for the murder of a Bladen
County woman and the murder and rape of her adult daughter. His is a tale of
unfortunate coincidences, starting with an escape in September 1976 [rom a Bladen
County prison camp where he was working off a conviction for stealing boxes of
clothes from a department store. Within hours of his escape, Josephine and Ailene
Davis were stabbed to death five miles away, and Ailene Davis, 53, was raped.

The physical evidence didi’t mateh, but that mattered little. Questions surrounding
money paid 1o jailhouse witnesses after their testimony against Sledge were brushed
off by then-prosecutor Mike Easley and others. Still, he maintained his innocence.

Finally, in 2003, Superior Court Judge William Gore ordered testing of evidence that
was available, which did not include the missing blood, tingerprints and the rape kit
Nothing happened until Mumma and her staff picked up the case and, miraculously,
the lost evidence was found after someone in the Columbus County court clerk’s
office apparently decided to do some housecleaning.

Further work will be needed to clear his name, but at least now he will have that
chance.

Sledge is not alone in having his pleas of innocence fall on deaf ears. Four men so far
have been exonerated by DNA evidence. Others, including tormer death-row inmate
Alan Gell and convicted murderer Greg Taylor, were determined to be innocent
based on prosecutorial misconduct or shoddy investigations that overlooked
exculpatory evidence.

Sledge shouldn't have to prove his innocence. In the United States the law doesn’t
allow us to imprison people because they look guilty. We imprison them only upon
the establishment of guilt beyond a “reasonable doubt.” In Sledge’s case, “reasonable
doubt” meant that the hairs found at the seene belonged to a black man who might be
Sledge. That deesn’t meet the standard.

District Attorney Jou David, who is now head prosecutor over Bladen, Brunswick and

Columbus counties, says he will “go where the truth leads.” And if that truth leads to

someone other than Sledge, as appears likely, David should lead the charge for
newsonline.convarlicle/20130318/ARTICLES/130319648?lemplate=printarl 0 0 02 9 7
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reforms to prevent wrongful convictions and remedy those that have already
occurred. At the very least it should include broader processing of DNA evidence in
older cases.

Apologists for the current flawed system note that usually, the law gets the right
person. That's not good enough. Sentencing an innocent person isn't justice. Neither
is the inevitable result — allowing the guilty person to escape punishment.

Copyright © 2013 StarNewsOnline.com — All rights reserved. Restricted use only.
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1976 DOUBLE MURDER CASE

T became a
scapegoat

Joseph Sledge
says new
evidence proves
he's not guilty
of murdering
two Bladen
County women.
After 35 years
in prison,

he’s ready

for another

day in court.

By Paul Woolverton
ST witer

BAYBORO — Every day, Joseph
Sledge does hundreds of pushups
on the floor of the Pamlico
Correctional Institution and thinks
about the justice he says he was
denied 35 years ago.

The former Fayetteville
resident, brought to Fort Bragg
from Georgia by the draft in 1965,
was convicted in 1978 of killing
an elderly woman and her
daughter in Bladen County. He is
serving two life seatences.

Sledge has always maintained
his innocence. Now, he thinks he
has a real chance at freedom.

He says recent DNA testing
proves that someone else
committed the killings. And in

March, a key prosecution
wilness said he lied about Sledge
on the stand to collect a cash
reward.

“They had evidence to prove
whoever did it, but they couldn't
find him,” Sledge said in an
interview from the Pamlico
prison in May. “So, to make a
long story short, I became a
scapegoat.”

Will the new evidence be
enough to exonerate Sledge?

Bladen County District
Altorney Jon David says no.
David argues that the new
evidence is of little validity or
relevance. He Is trying to keep
Sledge, who turned 69 on
Monday, behind bars for the rest
of his life.

See SLEDGE, Page 4A

St photo by Andrew Cat
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m A time line

tells the story

of the murders
and the court

case, Page 5A

Above: Joseph
Sledge, a
former Fort
Bragg soldier,
has beenin
prison on a
murder
conviction since
1978. He Is
appealing his
conviction.

One arm,
all heart
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City

is 5th
highest
in 2012

M The FBI's rankings of 279
cities come as the City
Council is trying to decide
on a tax increase to pay for
more police officers.

By Caltlin Dineen
Sta witer

Fayelteville had the fifth high-
est rate of property crimes in the
US. last year, according to pre-
liminary figures rom the Federal
Bureau of Investigation.

The city's burglary rate, which is
a category of property crime,

ranked sixth highest. And for larce-

nies, the city ranked eighth.

The statistics, which are for
2179 cities with at least 100,000
residents, show increases in total
violent and property crime re-
ports between 2011 and 2012. The
raw number of property crimes
reported to police rose 1.5 per-
cent, to 13,166 reports last year.
Violent crime reports increased
13 percent, to 1,187.

The FBI's release of the annual
crime numbers comes at a time
when the City Council is grappling
with whether to raise property
taxes to hire more police officers.
The issue will come up Monday
when the council meets to adopt a
budget.

Police Chief Harold Medlock,
who took over the department in
February, said his force is ad-
dressing the city's crime prob-
lems.

“I constantly look at our num-
bers,” he said. “I'm constantly
concerned.”

Medlock has restructured his
department and is working on
new initiatives, including a way to
monitor repeat offenders with
tracking devices.

‘The FBI calculates rates based
on reports submitted from law en-
forcement agencies and 2010 cen-
sus population numbers.

The report lists Fayetteville's
population as 205966, which in-

See CRIME, Page 4A

AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION'S POSITION

Controversy arises over disease label

“It adds lmlxma:y to the
problem, will help raise pub-
lic awareness and will get
doctors engaged in treating
the condition.” said Smith, al-

M Supporters celebrate the decision

the condition as a sickness, while critics say it'll
fuel the stigma against obese Americans.

By Maml Jameson holis ived the disease Whichhad nearly 1,200signa- 5o scientific director for the
mym Sentinel desig:z{lz: tures by Friday. Florida  HospitalSanford

ORLANDO, Fla, — When Hailed by some obesity Calling obesity a disease fc‘:';‘g:"“ Ti?“nt!ill:‘!’:“l }ll':r
the American Medical Asso- ©Xperts as a longoverdue will open doors to better JPAPR . T4 Diabetes, in

clation this past week de-
clared obesity a disease —a
move that instantly labeled
one-third of Americans as
sick — it launched a contro-
versy not seen since alco-

victory, the news from the
nation's largest and most re-
spected medical group was
denounced by others who say
the move fuels the stigma
against obese Americans.

to designate

ease since 2008.

UNDERDOG WINS UGLIEST DOG CROWN

Fat activists promptly
rted the #IAmNotADis-
ease on Twitter,
tion demanding that the
AMA reverse its position,

treatment and belter reim-
bursements, said Dr. Steve
Smith, president-clect of The
Obesity Society, which has
referred to obesity as a dis-

and a peti-
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The AMA's decision “is a
defining moment,” said Joe
Nadglowski, president of the

See OBESIY, Page S5A
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Sledge: Defense lawyer says sheriff was pressured to make arrest in racially charged case

From Pago 1A

If Sledge is factually
innocent and cleared, he
will be the longest-serving
wrongly convicted inmate
in North Carolina history
to regain his freedom, said
his lawyer, Chris Mumma,

Always a suspect

Lawmen had focused on
Sledge since Labor Day
1976, the day Josephine

Davis and her daughter
Alleen were killed A
relative found the bodies.
Josephine was 74; Aileen, 53.

Sledge, then 32, had
escaped l‘rom a prison near
the women's home the day
before and was still on the
loose.

Sledge says he never
was at the house.

He had been serving
time in what's now called
Bladen Correctional Center,
a minimum-securily prison
near White Lake. He had
less than a year left to
serve on charges of
larceny, receipt of stolen
goods and escape.

‘The day before the
murders, Sept. 5, Sledge
said he feared for his life.

Six months earlier,
another prisoner — a
convicted murderer — hit
Sledge on the head and
cracked his skull, his court
filing says. That inmate was
scnt 1o a higher-security

rison as punishment, and
lns pamle was delayed six
months, Sledge's lawyer said.

Now the man was back
at the Bladen County prison.

Sledge thought the other
inmate would come after
him. “It was a bad time. I
jumped the fence,” he said.

He escaped about
12:30 p.m. and hid in the
woods nearby until dark,
according to his account of
the escape. Then he walked
west toward Elizabethtown.

Along the way and in
town, Sledge later told
authorities, he dumped his
prison shirt in the exhaust
pipe of a truck and stole
other clothing.

In the early hours of
Sept. 8, Sledge said, he found
a car In Elizabethtown with
the keys in the ignition. He
stole it and drove to

.the investigation.

Fayelteville. On his way out
of Elizabethtown, he said, he
saw a town clock that read
2:20 am.
edge said be reached

Fayetleville about 3:15 a.m.

The bodies were found
about 4:30 p.m. that
afternoon. The women's
dresses had been pulled up
above their waists, Aileen
was left half-naked;
Josephine was partly
covered with a bedsheet,
according to notes from

Blood was splattered on
the walls and furniture and
spread across the floor of
their dilapidated five-room
house. Injuries suggested
that Aileen had been
sexually assaulted.

“This is the most brutal
murder I've seen since I
have been sherifl in Bladen
County, and I have been
sheriff for 30 years,” John
B. Allen told reporters that

day.

The Fayetteville Times
reported that the mutilated
bodies were almost
unrecognizable.

The first deputy to enter
the house reported some of
the blood was still wet, and
blood had dripped
throughout the house. A
shoe print from outside the
home matched two bloody
shoe prints found inside.

Those prints don't match
the prison-issued Converse
shoes that Sledge said he
was wearing when he was
on the run.

Investigators found
fingerprints and a bloody
hand print. Those don't
match Sledge, either,
according to court
documents.

The women were white.
A deputy collected hairs
found on Aileen's abdomen
and imbedded in the blood
on ber forehead.
Investigators later
determined they came
from a black person. They

suspected that the hairs
belnng:d to the killer.

The DNA from the hairs,
tested last year, does not
match Sledge, ac:vn‘hng to
test results filed by his
lawyer, Chris Mumma,
director of the N.C. Center
on Actual Innocence.

St photo by Andrew Caft

Joseph Sledge is being held in the Pamlico Correctional Institution on a double murder conviction. His appeal, based on
DNA evidence, has been taken up by the N.C. Innocence Inquiry Commission.

Mumma says Sledge
typically kept his bead
shaved, so the head hairs the
deputy found could not have
come from him.

News of the killings filled
newspapers the
airwaves from Fayetteville
to Wilmington. Sledge said a
man he knew in Fayetteville
told him about it.

“He said, ‘Man, who you
kil

*“1 said, ‘What you
talking about, man?'"”

“He said, ‘They got in the
paper for you to turn
yourself in 'cause some
people got Klled down there
in Bladen County, and
they're looking for you'"

‘The Fayetteville Observer
reported that a Fayetteville
police officer spotted the
stolen car and chased it on
‘Tuesday, Sept. 7. The paper
reported that Sledge dmve
down a dead-end streel

abandoned the car, ran In!n
woods and got away.

On Sept. 9, Sledge was
captured in another stolen
car when he was stopped

for speeding in Dillon, S.C.
He was taken to the

Cumberland County jail in
Fayetteville, then back to
Bladen County and the
crime scene. He was
questioned about the
murders and denied
involvement.

Delayed Indictment

Despite the capture of
the prime suspect, the
Bladen County Sheriff"s
Office did not charge
Sledge with the murders
right away.

Speculation arose that a
relative of the women killed
them. The sherilf in late
September 1976 responded
with a statement that the
killer was “non-white.”

“Physical evidence
recovered at the scene of
the crime, as examined by
the SBI laboratory,
eliminates any Caucasian
from being suspect,” he
was quoted as saying.

A reward of $2,500 was
offered in October 1976 for
information leading to the

conviction of the killer.

A year went by.

Sledge's lawyer, Mumma,
says pressure mounted on
law enforcement to make an
arrest. News stories
recounted the unsolved
double homicide and other
murders. In one, a resident
questioned the abilities of
the sheriff.

Sledge said a dcpuly
warned him: “They're
going to try to figure out a
way to blame you for this
case because they can’t
catch the guy that did it"

Investigators began
questioning prisoners who
had been in jail or prison
with Sledge. The reward
was doubled to $5,000 in
December 1977

‘Two inmates said they
knew something. Their
statements led to Sledge's
indictment for murder in
February 1978.

According to an
investigator’s notes, inmate
Donnie Lee Sutton said in
November 1977 that Sledge
told him police thought he

killed the D:n"u women,
but Sledge denied doing it.
Sledge's lawyer included
the notes in a motion she
filed asserting evidence of
his innocence.

In interviews in
February 1978, Sutton's
story changed, according to
the notes. Although Sledge
denied killing the women,
Sutton said, he had
mentioned a lot of blood.
According to Sutton, Sledge
said he was glad the
women were dead, that he
hated white “she-devils.”

Sutton testified at the
trial in 1978 that Sledge
told him he was put in a
position in which he had to
Kill the women.

In her motion, Mumma
says Sutton was also an
escapee from the White
Lake prison at the time of
the murders. But Sutton
was not prosecuted for the
escape after he testified at
Sledge’s trial.

A convicted murderer,
Sutton was paroled in 1982,

See SLEDGE, Page 5A

Crime: Medlock says restructured department has been successful

From Page 1A

cludes part of Fort Bragg an-
nexed by the city in 2008.
However, Fayetteville police
do not patrol on the installa-
tion, and crimes reported
there are handled by mili-
tary and federal law enforce-
ment. The Fayetteville Ob-
server analyzed the mme

FAYETTEVILLE CRIME
Offenses reported to law enforcement in 2012 for Fayetteville excluding Fort Bragg. The rates
and rankings are based on a Fayetteville population of 184,859, provided by the city. National
rankings are among 279 municipalities with at least 100,000 people.

 oftenses | Rate per 100,000 residents | State rankin | Katlona rankine

2012 RANKINGS

National 2012 rankings of ciime rates per 100,000
people, among 279 cities with at least 100,000 residents.

Property crimes
(burglary, larceny and
motor vehicle theR):

rates using a city
of 184,859, a figure provided
by the cily that excludes res-
idents on Fort Bragg.

Among North Carolina’s
nine largest cities, Fayette-
ville ranked first for its prop-
erty crime rate and fourth
for violent crime, which in-
cludes murder, forcible rape
and robbery. All categories
in which Fayetteville had the
highest rates in the state last
year.

The city’s total rate — both
property and violent crimes —
ranked No. 1, with 7,764 re-
ports per 100,000 pwple.

‘The next highest city was
Winston-Salem, with 6,503
crimes per 100,000 people.
Raleigh's crime rate was
3,699. Charlotte’s rate was

4,678.

Medlock said the city's
success at fighting crime
should not be measured by
how Fayetteville compares
with other municipalities,
but rather by how the city's
numbers change over time.

I will gauge the success of
commimity involvement in
2013 by the number of suspi-
clous calls we have to 911 at
the end of the year," he said
“That tells me that folks are
starting to pay attention to
what is going on around them,
and they're calling us to inter-
vene prior to someone com-
mitting a crime.”

Prority

The City Council has iden-
tified crime and gangs asa top
priority this year, At a council
retreat in February, Council-
man Bill Crisp said the cnme
rate scared him
keep a gun in his nlghlstznd.

Last week, council mem-

City Manager Ted Voorhees
earlier proposed raising tax-
es by a penny to hire 15 more
polh:e officers and fund the
construction of a $3 million
police district office.

But now the city faces an

wnexpected mopey  crums
with the possibility of having
to refund $3 million in license
fees paid by sweepstakes
cafes, and a loss of $3 million
in annual revenue due to the
legislature's tax reforms.

The city had applied for a
federal grant to fund 75 per-
cent of salaries for 15 new
officers, meaning the city
would need to pay the other
25 percent. Voorhees has
now suggested the city with-
draw the application and not
fund the new positions.

Some on the council, in-
cluding Keith Bates, have
said they still support the tax
increase if it means more of-
ficers able to patrol city
streets.

Bates said he thinks Fay-
etteville's high crime rates
could be attributed to unem-
ployment and the number of
residents who abuse drugs.
Gelting more officers to patrol
would belp, be said.

“The crooks don't want to
get caught; you'll take away

know having more officers
patrolling is key, because of-
ficers have said they're so
busy responding to calls that
they don't have time to spend
in troubled neighborhoods.

“If we had more on the
street, once they get done
with a call, maybe they'll
have a little time to show
their presence in the neigh-
borhoods,” he sald.

Medlock has told the
council he would like until
the end of the year to deter-
mine the number of staff he
thinks is appropriate to pa-
trol the city.

Crisp said he thinks the
council should listen to Med-
lock and give him the time
he's asked for.

“The chief bas asked for
time,” he said Wednesday. “I
think we owe it to him; he's
the resident expert.”

Voorhees said he had not
yet gone through the FBI's
report and could not com-
ment on the latest crime
statistics. However, he said
he supports Medlock and his
approach to policing.

“The direction Chief Med-
lock is moving the depart-
ment is the right approach,”
Voorhees said, referring to
community policing. “It's

country.”

This month, Medlock re-
structured the department to
split police coverage into
three districts. He increased
the number of officers pa-
trolling during peak erime
hours, which he says has
been successfi

“I think lu going well,”
he said.

Medlock said officers have
told him they have more time
10 be able to handle quality of
life issues, which should de-
crease crime. Trust between
officers and residents has
slowly improved, too, he said.
A stronger relationship with
the public is necessary to truly
fight crime, be said.

“I'm encouraged by what
hear members of the commu-
nity share with me," be said
“They have a different feeling
about our police officers.”

Cumberland County Dis-
trict Attorney Billy West said
his office independently tra
crime rates. He already lmows
Fayetteville's rate was high

But high rates also indi-
cate that people are willing
to call police and report
crime, West said.

The combination of an ag-
gressive police force and an
increase in officers on the

Violent crime 1187 [ll6s2 4 ) 1. Springfieid, Mo.: 9,011
2. Spokane, Wash.: 8,730
Murder 22 12 1 47 <
e T ) T T 3. Little Rock, Ark: 8,061
oo 4. San Lake City: 7,374
¢ Robbery 560303 1 53 5. dlle: 7,122
Aggravatedassau | 534 289 7 137 6. Ao
Property crime 13,166 1 5 6934
Burglary 4109 2223 1 8 7. St Louis, Mo: 6
Larceny-theft 8300 4.490 1 8 8. Knoxville, Ten
Motor vehidle theft 57 410 1 107 9. Orlando, Fla.:
Arson 4 |25 4 84 10. Oakland, Calif.:
Total viclent and property
crimes, sxcluding srsen 14353 t 12 E“Frﬂ:ryl.ﬂvch 22931
Source: 81 suftgapre 2 int i 2073
bers debated how to address thelr paychecks,” he said.  been proven to be the most 3. Toledo, On
crime-fighting in the budget. He said city officials successful approach in our 4. Jackson, Miss.: 2,344

street results in “more
crimes charged and more
warrants served.”

One hurdle his office faces
is the time it takes for drug
tests to be conducted by the
State Bureau of Investigation
Iab. He said it could take 12 to
18 months to get results from
a routine drug test, which
slows down the number of cas-
esin court system.

“We cannot proceed to trial
without that data,” he said. 1
know the SBI is doing a lot, but
that is a statewide problem
that is driving the delay.”

West said a lot of crimes
commilted in Fayetteville are
by repeat offenders. His office
operates a special repeat of-
fender program that works to
track offenders as they move
through the justice system.

“What we try todo is iden-
tify folks and if they have
been arrested on multiple
crimes,” he said.

By using that informa-
tion, West said. prosecutors
candetermine if bails are be-
ing set high enough by mag-
istrates at the Cumberland
County Detention Center.
And the District Attorney’s
Office can present a crimi-

5. Vallejo, Calif.: 2,280
6. Fayotteville: 2,223
7. Birmingham, Ala.:
2206

8. Little Rock, Ark: 2,165
9. Dayton, Ohio: 2,141
10. Winston-Salem: 1,930

Larceny:
1. Springfield, Mo.: 6,982
2. Spokane, Wa: 939

3. Salt Lake City: 5,546
4. Little Rock, Ark: 5,338
5. Glendale, Ariz: 4,660
6. Knoxville, Tenn.: 4,591
7. Orando, Fla.:'4,552
8. Fayettoville: 4,430

9. San Antonio: 4,393
10. Independence, Mo.:
4357

nal history to a judge and ar-
gue the need to keep some-
one in custody if they are a
risk to the community.

Medlock said his depart-
ment and the district attor-
ney's office are in the final
stages of a new program that
would better track the worst
offenders.

“We want to identify the
50 most prolific offenders in
our city,” Medlock said. “The
folks that are causing the
greatest fear and causing the
most damage and creating
the most crime.”

Habitual felony offenders
would be monitored with an
electronic anklet. Medlock
said a similar program was
effective in Charlotte. The
program would improve “ac-
countability for those that
are wearing the bracelet,” he
said.

“We're going to do every-
thing that we can that is le-
gal, ethical and moral to re-
duce crime in the city of
Fayeltevnlle North Caroli-

," be said.
St writer Caitin Dineen can be

reached at dineenc@layobserver.com
or 486-3509.
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THE CASE OF JOSEPH SLEDGE
Joseph Sledge, who escaped from a Bladen County prison in 1976, was convicted of murdering two women in their home near Elizabethtown.

—u 1976

March: Bladen County
prisoner John Fawler
hits inmate Joseph
Sledge on the head,
fracturing his skull.
Fowler is sent to a
higher-security prison
for sx months as
punishment.

Sept. 5: Fowler has
returned to the Bladen
County prison, and
Sledge is afraid. He
climbs a fence and

Sept. 6: Someone
beats and stabs to
death Josephine
Davis and her
daughter Aileen in

South Carolina

escapes. In the next 24 their home near but he is not
hours, Sledge says, he Elizabethtown. charged with
goes to Elizabethtown, Sledge is the pime  the murders.
then Fayetteville. suspect.

Sept. 9: Sledge
is recaptured in

and retumed to
North Carolina,

1977 1978 .
Oct. 6: The November: Law February: Two April-May: August:
govemor offers enforcement inmates tell Sledge is tied  Sledge is
a $2,500 officers begin investigators that  in Columbus  tried again,
reward for interviewing Sledge made County for the  convicted
information prisoners inciiminating murders. The  and
leading to a incarcerated with statements to tral results in  sentenced to
conviction of Sledge to find out them; an 3 hung jury life in prison.
the killer. if he said anything | indictment by an 11-1 He appeals.

incriminating. follows. vote.

1979 1993:
The N.C. Sledge seeks
Supreme DNA testing
Court of hair and
denies blood
Sledge’s evidence in
appeal. his case.

Soutes: Cout recon, Rewipaper Bccounty, interviews wih Josegh Siedgs and O Mumma,

Sledge
From Page 4A

about 12 years into a
minimum 28-year senlence.
Sutton collecled $2,000 of
the $5,000 reward. He has
since died.

The second inmate with
information about Sledge
was Herman Lee Baker,
who now lives in
Fayetteville.

Baker came forward with

Lite told the State Bureau
of Investigation this year.

According to notes of
the interview, which was
conducted in March and
filed with the court by the
district attorney, Little said
Baker knew key facts that
had not been made public.
He knew that one of the
victims had been hit on the
jaw and that a can of
black pepper was found at
the crime scene.

At the trial in August
1978, Baker testified that
Sledge confessed to him in
a %goore County prison in

He said Sledge described
a confrontation in the
house and a screaming
woman. Baker testified
that Sledge said he hit her
in the jaw, koocked her
down and was stabbing her
when a second woman ran
up. Baker said Sledge told
him he stabbed her, too.

Baker testified that
Sledge also told him that
he spread black pepper at
the back door or the back
of the house to keep the
“she-devils' spirits” from
following him.

Baker, released on
parole before the August
trial, collected $3,000 of
the reward money.

In March, Mumma
tracked down Baker in
Fayetteville. She got him to

l 2003: l 2009-2010: l 2012 I 2013:
Sledge The victims' August: Clerks in December: March: Prosecution witness Herman April: June: The N.C.
again clothing is tested Columbus County discover DNA test Baker of Fayetteville signs an affidavit  Prosecutor Commission
seeks DNA for DNA. None on a long-lost envelope results say the saying he lied on the witness stand Jon David on Actual
testing. it matches Sledge.  containing hairs that were  hairs belong to  against Sledge so he could collect challenges Innocence
found on the body of one  a man other reward money. Based on the DNA the validity of  agrees to
of the victims. than Sledge. evidence and affidavit, Sledge’s lawyer  the new investigate the
asks a judge to set him free. evidence. case.

sign an affidavit that his
testimony in 1978 was a lie.
“My testimony was not
truthful. Joseph Sledge never
told me be murdered
anyone,” the affidavit says.
“Although Joseph Sledge did
not admit to commitling any
such crimes, I t:suﬁd uut
he did because of pro!
of financial reward made o
me by law enforcement”
Baker's amdavit says
police and prison guards
told him about the can of
pepper, the victim's broken
jaw and the reward money.
Baker, reached by
telephone this month,
referred questions to his
lawyer, Billy Richardson.
Richardson did not return
messages seeking commmt.
A trial in sprmg
mdcd with the jury hung 11-
1 in favor of guilt. The
retrial, in August 1978,
ended with a guilly verdict
and two life sentences for
Sledge. The prosecutors
included a lawyer from the
stale Attorney Geperal's
Office and local Assistant
District Altorney Mike
Easley, the future governor.

Appeals filed

Sledge appealed his
conviction and made other
court filings g

with the bzus collected from
Aileen Davis'

Tests of two head hairs
and a pubic hair in 2012
found that they came from
a black man, someone
other than Sledge.

Jon David, the district
attorney for Bladen,
Brunswick and Columbus
counties, is not convinced
by Sledge’s new evidence.

A private lab in October
2012 found the hair samples
too degraded o test, David
said in a court document
opposing Sledge’s claim. A
second lab followed up with
more testing and in
December ruled out Sledge
as the source.

Even if the second tests
are accurate, “at best it
only establishes that in a
wooden shack in rural
Bladen County hairs from
some person other than the
defendant were present,”
David wrote. “It does not
establish who they came
from, how they got there,
when they got there, how
long they had been present,
or determine if the scene
was contaminated by any
nu%ber of pexsons

)
believe Baker's amd:v:l
recanting his trial testimony.

“The cir

his
incarceration to try to get
a judge to review his case.

He first began asking for
DNA testing in 1993, just a
few years after law
enforcement began using the

to solve crimes.

In 2003, Sledge got a
judge to order law
enforcement to look for the
evidence from the Sledge
case and have it tested for
DNA.

The victims' clothing was
tested in 2009 and 2010. No
DNA found on the clothing
matched Sledge's. In August
2012, stafl members in the
Columbus County Clerk of
Court Office found in thelr
evidence vault an envelope

surrounding the defendant's
obtaining the alleged
‘recantation’ are important
for the court to consider
when evaluating what, if
any, credibility to assign
Mr. Baker's recent
affidavit. Mr. Baker's
physical and mental state

THE ESCAPE AND THE MURDERS

" @ mmberee

Late afternoon, Sept. 6, 1976. The biodies of
Josephine and Alleen Davis are found In thelr
home on N.C. 242 north of Elizabethtown.

o Early hours of Sept. 6. Sledge says he steals
clothing and a car in Elizabethtown. He says

12:30 p.m. ScpL. 5, 1976, Joseph Sledge
escapes from a state prison near White Lake. He
says he walted until dark in nearby woods, then

walked along U.S. 701 toward Elizabethtown.

; BLADEN )
@ < COUNTY ~
e SUM grapNe
from an illness. that Sledge was railroaded  has reviewed hundreds of

But according to the SBI
agent’s notes, “Baker stated
Sledge never told him that
he had killed the women in
Bladen County. Baker said
Sledge talked about some
things but did not make a
confession to him."

by a Sheriff’s Office under
pressure to solve a race-
tinged double-homicide.
“They think they're
framing the guilty guy, so
it's OK." Mumma said
“Framing the guy they think
is guilty is not OK because

cases and held hearings for
six defendants. Four were
exonerated.

Separately, Sledge bas a
motion for appropriate reliel
— a means of getling newly
found evidence before a

e — in
’ sometimes they're innoceat”  Columbus County Superior
Victims’ famlly She thinks the often Court. A judge can review
Relatives of Josephine cynical law enforcement the evidence. If he finds it
and Aileen Davis are community refuses to persuasive, he can dismiss
monitoring Sledge's effort.  accept that it sometimes the murder charges and set
“T've beard about'it, but I makes mistakes. Sledge free.
don't believe it,” said Wanda “I get pretty frustrated The next hearing in that
Sue Hales. She is Joscphine’s  when thinking about this action is scheduled for
ughter Aileen’s case. The tunnel vision and  July 11 in Whiteville.
niece. “I just don't, because  the bias is just so Al he disputes the
he's the one that done it." prevalent,” she said. value of the DNA evidence

Wanda Hales discovered
the bodies, according to a
transcript of Sledge's trial.

The N.C. Innocence
Inquiry Commission agreed
this month to investigate

and Baker's affidavit, David
wants the court to hold a
hearing to consider them.

are also i subjects Sledge's case, Mumma said.

of inquiry.” David unNectS By Ray Halc told The  The commission s & stte Stedge sald be ls nat
An SBI agent interviewed News & Observer newspaper ~ agency that examines :“f’y a EI ‘t”ﬁ‘ who

Baker, who I 63, in March. in Ralelgh that if Sledge is  claims of factual elped convict him.

The agent described him as  guilly, he should die in innocence. A three-judge “People are going to do

smelling of almhcl He prison. But if Sledge is panel could review the what they do, so why hold

wrote that innocent, Hales said, he evidence, and, if it finds it animosity toward anybody

wnsteady on his fect and that would be furious at law persuasive, exonerate or anything when you've got

he appeared to be in pain. ﬁnmmmt for acno;vn:lmg Sledge and set him free. 1o control over it?" he said.

The agent said Baker told wrong man and not Since it began operating 2

him he was drinking wine  punishing the right ane. in 2007, the Innocence o i i

that day to ease the pain Mumma is convinced Inquiry Commission says it o 2853512

Obesity: ‘We don't see ourselves as diseased,” spokeswoman says

From Pago 1A

Obesity Action Coalition, a
national nonprofit organiza-
tion based in Tampa, Fla.,
that helps those struggling
with obesity. “It puts obesity
on the same path as treat-
ments for addictions to alco-
hol or tobacco, and mental
health prohlems. such as de-
pression.”

A few decades ago, those
conditions also were per-
ceived as ioral prob-

“We don't see ourselves as
diseased,” said Peggy How-
ell, spokeswoman for the Na-
tional Association to Ad-
vance Fat Acceptance, 2 44-
year-old nonprofit group that
works to improve the quality
of life for people of large
size.

“To label a whole seg-
ment of society as diseased
without any knowledge of
their health is unaccept-
able,” she s:ch "lt directly
fuels This is

lems, said Nadglowski.
“Once we realized they in-
volved a disease process,
that drove better coverage,
better treatment and real
change.”"

In making the call, the
AMA aims to reduce the in-
cidence of obesity-related
diseases, such as cardiovas-
cular disease and type 2 di-
abetes, saild AMA board
member Dr. Patrice Harrls
in a statement accompany-
ing the announcement.

More than 35 percent of
Americans are obese, ac-
cording to the Centers for
Disease Control and Preven-
tion.

Declared sick

But that doesn't necessar-
ily mean they're sick, many
argue.

a step backward.”

Howell, who is 65, added,
“I have been fat my entire
life. If being fat were so hor-
rific, why am I not wracked
with problems? I have slight-
ly high blood pressure, like a
Iot of thin people, but other
than that, I perceive myself
as a healthy woman, far
healthier than a lot of people
1 know. But two days ago, I
was declared diseased.”

Linda Bacon, a nutrition-
ist at University of Califor-
nia at Davis, said, “I'm ap-
palled that the AMA chose to
ignore science and name
obesity a disease.”

Bacon, author of “Health at
Every Size,” joins other critics
in noting that the definition of
obesity — basically how one’s
weight and beight ratio stacks
up on a BMI chart — is im-

precise, and only defines size,
not health.

“The AMA just deter-
mined that some people are
sick based on how they look,”
said Bacon. “What's next?
Will they pronounce being
black as a disease because
there are higher rates of car-
diovascular disease in black
communities?”

Nadglowski of the Obesity
Action Coalition believes the
new designation will reduce
the stigma around obesity.

The coalition also has
long referred to obesity as a
disease based on the com-
plexity of the issue, he said.
“It's not as simple as pushing
away from the table and get-
ting on the treadmill.”

Last year the American
Association of Clinical En-
docrinologists joined the coali-
tion and The Obesity Society in
calling obesity a disease.

One thange Nadglowski
expects to see as a result of
the AMA's position is obese
patients feeling more com-
fortable discussing weight is-
sues with their health-care
providers. Now that their
condition can be recognized
as a legitimate disease, he
said, they will feel less
ashamed talking about it
with their doctors.

He also hopes the new

awareness  will improve

g in medical schools,
where education on treating
obesity is minimal.

Howell, however, believes
the label will make those of
large size even less likely to
seek medical care.

“A high percentage of
doctors still perceive obese
patients as those who over-
consume fast food and sug-
ary sodas, and have weak
characters,” she said. “The
AMA decision won't change
those attitudes overnight."

Other critics of the new
classification say that obesi-
ty is not a disease, but a risk
factor for other diseases.

“Obesity itself is not nec-
essarily a disease,” said Ba-
con. “If we are concerned
about disease, let's focus on
disease.”

G

AP photo

A wolf chases Tim Bartlett’s motorcycle down Highway 93
on June 8 in Kootenay National Park in British Columbia,

Canada.

Wolf chases man on
motorcycle in Canada

unﬁt{:&?ﬁ;ﬁ?ﬁgﬂ: The Associated Press After Bartlett put some
nesses amplifies the need for BANFF, Alberta — A distance between himsell

obesity to be treated specif-
ically, said Smith. “To just
treat all the diseases that re-
sult misses the opportunity
to address the root cause.”

Moving forward, he said,
now that “what has been a
very healthy debate™ has
come to an end, “it's time for
us to get serious about treat-
ing obesity. We have to call
it what it is"

Canadian man says he was
chased by a gray wolf while
he was riding a motorcycle
in British Columbia.

Tim Bartlett of BanfT told
the National Post the woll
darted onto the roadway and
began chasing him June 8 as
he was riding through the
Canadian Rockies. The animal
got within several feet of him
before Bartlett accelerated.

and the wolf, he stopped to
take some photos, capturing
it in full pursuit. He said he
could hear the wolf's feet on
the road.

He said he believes the
wolf was after his bike.
Bartlett accelerated again
as traffic picked up, and he
says he last saw the wolf run-
ning away from the highway
and into the Lrees.
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6/24/13 Joseph Sledge continues fight to clear his name in Bladen County double murder

Recommend ES]

fay O)l¢

Published: 08:24 AM, Sun Jun 23,2013

Joseph Sledge continues fight to clear his name in Bladen County
double murder

Staff photo by Andrew Craft

Joseph Sledge, a former Fort Bragg soldier, has been in prison on a murder conviction since 1978. He
is appealing his conviction.

By Paul Woolverton
Staff writer

BAYBORO - Every day, Joseph Sledge does hundreds
of pushups on the floor of the Pamlico Correctional
Institution and thinks about the justice he says he was
denied 35 years ago.

The former Fayetteville resident, brought to Fort Bragg
from Georgia by the draft in 1965, was convicted in 1978
of killing an elderly woman and her daughter in Bladen
County. He is serving two life sentences.

Sledge has always maintained his innocence. Now, he
thinks he has a real chance at freedom.

He says recent DNA testing proves that someone else Staff photo by Andrew Craft
committed the killings. And in March, a key prosecution
witness said he lied about Sledge on the stand to collect
a cash reward.

Joseph Sledge is being held in the Pamlico
Correctional Institution on a double murder

"They had evidence to prove whoever did it, but they couldn't find him," Sledge said in an interview from the
Pamlico prison in May. "So, to make a long story short, | became a scapegoat.”

Will the new evidence be enough to exonerate Sledge?

Bladen County District Attorney Jon David says no. David argues that the new evidence is of little validity ot
relevance. He is trying to keep Sledge, who turned 69 on Monday, behind bars for the rest of his life.

If Sledge is factually innocent and cleared, he will be the longest-serving wrongly convicted inmate in North
Carolina history to regain his freedom, said his lawyer, Chris Mumma.

Always a suspect

Lawmen had focused on Sledge since Labor Day 1976, the day Josephine Davis and her daughter Aileen
were killed. A relative found the bodies. Josephine was 74; Aileen, 53.

Sledge, then 32, had escaped from a prison near the women's home the day before and was still on the
www.fayobserver.convarticles/2013/06/23/1262738?sac=fo.local O 0 0 2 6 1 1/5



6/24/13 Joseph Sledge continues fight to clear his name in Bladen County double murder
loose.

Sledge says he never was at the house.

He had been serving time in what's now called Bladen Correctional Center, a minimum-security prison near
White Lake. He had less than a year left to serve on charges of larceny, receipt of stolen goods and
escape.

The day before the murders, Sept. 5, Sledge said he feared for his life.

Six months earlier, another prisoner - a convicted murderer - hit Sledge on the head and cracked his skull,
his court filing says. That inmate was sent to a higher-security prison as punishment, and his parole was
delayed six months, Sledge's lawyer said.

Now the man was back at the Bladen County prison.
Sledge thought the other inmate would come after him. "It was a bad time. | jumped the fence," he said.

He escaped about 12:30 p.m. and hid in the woods nearby until dark, according to his account of the
escape. Then he walked west toward Elizabethtown.

Along the way and in town, Sledge later told authorities, he dumped his prison shirt in the exhaust pipe of a
truck and stole other clothing.

In the early hours of Sept. 6, Sledge said, he found a car in Elizabethtown with the keys in the ignition. He
stole it and drove to Fayetteville. On his way out of Elizabethtown, he said, he saw a town clock that read
2:20 a.m.

Sledge said he reached Fayetteville about 3:15 a.m.

The bodies were found about 4:30 p.m. that afternoon. The women's dresses had been pulled up above
their waists. Aileen was left half-naked; Josephine was partly covered with a bedsheet, according to notes
from the investigation.

Blood was splattered on the walls and furniture and spread across the floor of their dilapidated five-room
house. Injuries suggested that Aileen had been sexually assaulted.

"This is the most brutal murder I've seen since | have been sheriff in Bladen County, and | have been sheri
for 30 years," John B. Allen told reporters that day.

The Fayetteville Times reported that the mutilated bodies were almost unrecognizable.

The first deputy to enter the house reported some of the blood was still wet, and blood had dripped
throughout the house..A shoe print from outside the home matched two bloody shoe prints found inside.

Those prints don't match the prison-issued Converse shoes that Sledge said he was wearing when he was
on the run.

Investigators found fingerprints and a bloody hand print. Those don't match Sledge, either, according to
court documents.

The women were white. A deputy collected hairs found on Aileen's abdomen and imbedded in the blood on
her forehead. Investigators later determined they came from a black person. They suspected that the hairs
belonged to the killer.

The DNA from the hairs, tested last year, does not match Sledge, according to test results filed by his
lawyer, Chris Mumma, director of the N.C. Center on Actual Innocence. Mumma says Sledge typically kept
his head shaved, so the head hairs the deputy found could not have come from him.

News of the killings filled newspapers and the airwaves from Fayetteville to Wilmington. Sledge said a man
he knew in Fayetteville told him about it.

"He said, 'Man, who you kill?' "
"I said, 'What you talking about, man?'"

"He said, 'They got in the paper for you to turn yourself in 'cause some people got killed down there in
Bladen County, and they're looking for you.'"

The Fayetteville Observer reported that a Fayetteville police officer spotted the stolen car and chased it on
Tuesday, Sept. 7. The paper reported that Sledge drove down a dead-end street, abandoned the car, ran
into woods and got away.

On Sept. 9, Sledge was captured in another stolen car when he was stopped for speeding in Dillon, S.C.

He was taken to the Cumberland County jail in Fayetteville, then back to Bladen County and the crime
scene. He was questioned about the murders and denied involvement.

Delayed indictment

www.fayobserver.convarticles/2013/06/23/12627387sac=fo.local
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Despite the capture of the prime suspect, the Bladen County Sheriff's Office did not charge Sledge with the
murders right away.

Speculation arose that a relative of the women killed them. The sheriff in late September 1976 responded
with a statement that the killer was "non-white."

"Physical evidence recovered at the scene of the crime, as examined by the SBl laboratory, eliminates any
Caucasian from being suspect," he was quoted as saying.

A reward of $2,500 was offered in October 1976 for information leading to the conviction of the killer.
A year went by.

Sledge's lawyer, Mumma, says pressure mounted on law enforcement to make an arrest. News stories
recounted the unsolved double homicide and other murders. In one, a resident questioned the abilities of
the sheriff.

Sledge said a deputy warned him: "They're going to try to figure out a way to blame you for this case
because they can't catch the guy that did it."

Investigators began questioning prisoners who had been in jail or prison with Sledge. The reward was
doubled to $5,000 in December 1977.

Two inmates said they knew something. Their statements led to Sledge's indictment for murder in February
1978.

According to an investigator's notes, inmate Donnie Lee Sutton said in November 1977 that Sledge told hin
police thought he killed the Davis women, but Sledge denied doing it. Sledge's lawyer included the notes in
a motion she filed asserting evidence of his innocence.

In interviews in February 1978, Sutton's story changed, according to the notes. Although Sledge denied
killing the women, Sutton said, he had mentioned a lot of bload. According to Sutton, Sledge said he was
glad the women were dead, that he hated white "she-devils."

Sutton testified at the trial in 1978 that Sledge told him he was put in a position in which he had to kill the
women.

In her motion, Mumma says Sutton was also an escapee from the White Lake prison at the time of the
murders. But Sutton was not prosecuted for the escape after he testified at Sledge's trial.

A convicted murderer, Sutton was paroled in 1982, about 12 yea}s into 2 minimum 28-year sentence. Sutto
collected $2,000 of the $5,000 reward. He has since died.

The second inmate with information about Sledge was Herman Lee Baker, who now lives in Fayetteville.

Baker came forward with information, former Bladen County Detective Phillip Little told the State Bureau of
Investigation this year.

According to notes of the interview, which was conducted in March and filed with the court by the district
attorney, Little said Baker knew key facts that had not been made public. He knew that one of the victims
had been hit on the jaw and that a can of black pepper was found at the crime scene.

At the trial in August 1978, Baker testified that Sledge confessed to him in a Moore County prison in 1977.

He said Sledge described a confrontation in the house and a screaming woman. Baker testified that Sledge
said he hit her in the jaw, knocked her down and was stabbing her when a second woman ran up. Baker
" said Sledge told him he stabbed her, too.

Baker testified that Sledge also told him that he spread black pepper at the back door or the back of the
house to keep the "she-devils' spirits" from following him.

Baker, released on parole before the August trial, collected $3,000 of the reward money.

In March, Mumma tracked down Baker in Fayetteville. She got him to sign an affidavit that his testimony in
1978 was a lie.

"My testimony was not truthful. Joseph Sledge never told me he murdered anyone," the affidavit says.
"Although Joseph Sledge did not admit to committing any such crimes, I testified that he did because of
promises of financial reward made to me by law enforcement.”

Baker's affidavit says police and prison guards told him about the can of pepper, the victim's broken jaw an
the reward money.

Baker, reached by telephone this month, referred questions to his lawyer, Billy Richardson. Richardson did
not return messages seeking comment.

A trial in spring 1978 ended with the jury hung 11-1 in favor of guilt. The retrial, in August 1978, ended with
a guilty verdict and two life sentences for Sledge. The prosecutors included a lawyer from the state Attorne
General's Office and local Assistant District Attorney Mike Easley, the future governor.
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Appeals filed

Sledge appealed his conviction and made other court filings throughout his incarceration to try to geta
judge to review his case.

He first began asking for DNA testing in 1993, just a few years after law enforcement began using the
technique to solve crimes.

In 2003, Sledge got a judge to order law enforcement to look for the evidence from the Sledge case and
have it tested for DNA.

The victims' clothing was tested in 2009 and 2010. No DNA found on the clothing matched Sledge's. In
August 2012, staff members in the Columbus County Clerk of Court Office found in their evidence vault an
envelope with the hairs collected from Aileen Davis' body.

Tests of two head hairs and a pubic hair in 2012 found that they came from a black man, someone other
than Sledge.

Jon David, the district attorney for Bladen, Brunswick and Columbus counties, is not convinced by Sledge's
new evidence.

A private lab in October 2012 found the hair samples too degraded to test, David said in a court document
opposing Sledge's claim. A second lab followed up with more testing and in December ruled out Sledge as
the source.

Even if the second tests are accurate, "at best it only establishes that in a wooden shack in rural Bladen
County hairs from some person other than the defendant were present," David wrote. "It does not establish
who they came from, how they got there, when they got there, how long they had been present, or
determine if the scene was contaminated by any number of persons."

David also does not believe Baker's affidavit recanting his trial testimony.

"The circumstances surrounding the defendant's obtaining the alleged 'recantation’ are important for the
court to consider when evaluating what, if any, credibility to assign Mr. Baker's recent affidavit. Mr. Baker's
physical and mental state are also legitimate subjects of inquiry," David wrote.

An SBI agent interviewed Baker, who is 63, in March. The agent described him as smelling of alcohol. He
wrote that Baker was unsteady on his feet and that he appeared to be in pain. The agent said Baker told
him he was drinking wine that day to ease the pain from an illness.

But according to the SBI agent's notes, "Baker stated Sledge never told him that he had killed the women ir
Bladen County. Baker said Sledge talked about some things but did not make a confession to him."

Victims' family
Relatives of Josephine and Aileen Davis are monitoring Sledge's effort.

"I've heard about it, but | don't believe it," said Wanda Sue Hales. She is Josephine's granddaughter and
Aileen's niece. "l just don't, because he's the one that done it."

Wanda Hales discovered the bodies, according to a transcript of Sledge's trial.

Josephine's grandson, Billy Ray Hales, told The News & Observer newspaper in Raleigh that if Sledge is
guilty, he should die in prison. But if Sledge is innocent, Hales said, he would be furious at law enforcement
for convicting the wrong man and not punishing the right one.

Mumma is convinced that Sledge was railroaded by a Sheriff's Office under pressure to solve a race-tinged
double-homicide.

"They think they're framing the guilty guy, so it's OK," Mumma said. "Framing the guy they think is guilty is
not OK because sometimes they're innocent.”

She thinks the often cynical law enforcement community refuses to accept that it sometimes makes
mistakes.

"I get pretty frustrated when thinking about this case. The tunnel vision and the bias is just so prevalent,"
she said.

The N.C. Innocence Inquiry Commission agreed this month to investigate Sledge's case, Mumma said. The
commission is a state agency that examines claims of factual innocence. A three-judge panel could review
the evidence, and, if it finds it persuasive, exonerate Sledge and set him free.

Since it began operating in 2007, the Innocence Inquiry Commission says it has reviewed hundreds of case
and held hearings for sixdefendants. Four were exonerated.

Separately, Sledge has a motion for appropriate relief - a means of getting newly found evidence before a
judge - pending in Columbus County Superior Court. A judge can review the evidence. If he finds it
persuasive, he can dismiss the murder charges and set Sledge free.
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The next hearing in that action is scheduled for July 11 in Whiteville.

Although he disputes the value of the DNA evidence and Baker's affidavit, David wants the court to hold a
hearing to consider them.

Sledge said he is not angry at the men who helped convict him.

"People are going to do what they do, so why hold animosity toward anybody or anything when you've got
no control over it?" he said.

Staff writer Paul Woolverton can be reached at woolvertonp@fayobserver.com or 486-3512.
Recommend @

www.fayobserver.comvarticles/2013/06/23/1262738?sac=fo.local

000265



"~ dge hoping for new trial 7/7/13 9:05 AM

Sledge hoping for new trial

by Erin Smith
Staff writer
07.06.13 - 10:10 pm

WHITEVILLE — On Thursday, Joseph Sledge and his defense team will get a
chance to have their arguments heard regarding whether new DNA evidence
warrants giving Sledge a new trial.

Sledge has spent the past 34 years in jail for the murder of Josephine Davis and
the murder and rape of her daughter, Aileen Davis. The original trial was moved
from Bladen County to Columbus County, and Thursday’s arguments will also be
held in Columbus County.

“They have filed a motion for appropriate relief arguing that new evidence is
going to clear his name,” said District Attorney Jon David. “The purpose of this
is to decide if the new evidence would have made a difference ...”

He added that the rules ethics prevent him from speaking to the specifics of the
case.

“We are asking the community to withhold judgment from this case until facts
are revealed in the courtroom,” said David.

He added that he did request the State Bureau of Investigation to conduct an
investigation, which will be presented in court.

David said Sledge’s attorney has also filed a motion requesting the case be heard
before the Innocence Committee in Raleigh. Both motions will be heard on
Thursday at 2:15 p.m. in Columbus County Superior Court.

N.C. Center on Actual Innocence Director Christine Mumma, who is serving as
Sledge’s attorney, recently asked that a judge “overturn Sledge’s conviction and
dismiss all charges related to the murders of Aileen and Josephine Davis in
Elizabethtown” according to WRAL.

According to reports, Herman Baker, who testified against Sledge in the 1978
trial, alleges that investigators gave him all the details of the crime so he could
testify at trial. Baker also alleges that investigators bribed him for his testimony
by offering him reward money and early parole, according to WRAL.

Mumma told WRAL in March, “Baker’s admission completely undermines any
confidence in Mr. Sledge’s conviction and irrefutably establishes his innocence.”

The other informant, Donnie Sutton, died in 1991.

Sledge was serving a four-year sentence for larceny when he escaped from the
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White Lake Prison Camp one day before the murders took place.

Sometime on Monday, Sept. 6, 1976, Josephine Davis, 74, and her 53-year-old
daughter, Ailene Davis, were brutally murdered and Ailene Davis was also raped.
The women were reported to have been stabbed to death in their home on N.C.
242 North.

According to reports, Mumma said that the fact Baker is now claimirig to have
lied and been given information about the crime coupled with the fact that DNA
testing on hair found on the bodies that does not match Sledge, is enough to call
the conviction into question.

Former Gov. Mike Easley served as the prosecutor in the case. According to
WRAL, Easley has fought efforts over the years to have the conviction
overturned.

© bladenjournal.com 2013
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New evidence could earn convicted murderer a

new trial

Posted: Jul 11, 2013 8:15 AM EDT
Updated: Jul 11, 2013 8:32 AM EDT

By: Lindsay Curtin - bio | email

COLUMBUS COUNTY, NC (WECT) - A man who has been in prison for more than 30 years
may see the inside of a courtroom again to fight for his freedom, thanks to possible new
evidence.

Joseph Sledge was convicted in 1978 for the murder of Josephine Davis and the murder/rape
of her daughter Aileen Davis in Bladen County. The conviction, however, came from the
Columbus County Court system as it was moved there for pre-trial publicity issues.

Questions regarding the accuracy of a hair DNA test done in the 70s could be what earns
Sledge a new ftrial.

Sledge and his attorney, Christine Mumma, filed a "motion for appropriate relief," saying this
new evidence will clean him of his conviction.

"In the 70s they didn't have the testing technology we have now. So back then, a hair expert
with the FBI said Sledge's hair was microscopically consistent with the hair found at the crime
scene," explained Mumma.

Mumma, says current testing shows the hair found at the crime scene doesn't match her
client's hair.

District Attorney Jon David said in an interview Wednesday that the evidence envelope of hair
was actually found by mistake. A courthouse clerk found it lost behind a cabinet.

Another factor in the possible re-opening of this case is Herman Baker, who testified against
Sledge in the 1978 trial but is now saying he lied.

Thursday's afternoon hearing in the Whiteville Court House will be a small gathering,
comprised of David, defense attorney Christine Mumma, a Superior Court Judge, and possibly
the victims' family.

The meeting will determine if this new evidence is good enough to move forward with the case.

David added that although the defense attorney is pushing this new evidence, she has shown
interest in moving the case to the Innocence Commission first, rather than going strait to a
public hearing.

The Innocence Commission is generally comprised of a group of attorneys who investigate a
case. If they find it has merit, the group will send the case to a three judge panel and then to a
public hearing. -
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WHITEVILLE, NC (WWAY) -- A man
convicted twice for second degree murder
is seeking a third trial.

Joseph Sledge says he was wrongly
accused of the murder of two Bladen
County women in the late 1970’s.
Josephine Davis, 74 and her daughter
Aileen, 53, were found dead in their home
Labor Day 1976.
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Sledge has been incarcerated since 1977 P rmsmmemmmmeem 00:000 42
and is serving a sentence of over 161

years on the Pamlico Correctional Institution.

Today Sledge’s lawyer, Chris Mumma appeared in front of a judge to ask a judge for a \’S'
motion of abeyance in the case. '
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After almost an hour of discussion between Mumma and District Attorney Jon David, the
judge granted 90 day abeyance. This means there will be a delay in the case.

During this time the North Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission will continue with its
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investigation into the case and perform DNA testing on pieces of evidence.

Family members of the victims walked into the courtroom Thursday with tissues in their
hands and left shaking their heads.
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“We cannot believe this, we thought this was over 35 years ago,” Katherine Brown, lu Download Mobile Apps

granddaughter of Josephine after the hearing. “Please keep us in your thoughts and prayers
as we go through this difficult time.”

Jon David fought against the motion to grant an abeyance. He said he and his office are
ready to litigate the case immediately.

David said he questions the significance of the DNA testing along with the recantation from
a key witness this past winter. He says the witness appeared intoxicated during the time he
signed the affidavit that stated the testimony he gave in the trail decades ago was false.
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The defense and the prosecution will meet again in October. They will examine the progress

the Inquiry Commission made in the case during the 90 day period.

|
|

Disclaimer: Comments posted on this, or any story are opinions of those people posting
them, and not the views or opinions of WWAY NewsChannel 3, its management or

| employees. You can view our comment policy here.

i
|
|
|
i
|

» Add new comment

WWAY-TV, LLC

615 N. Front St.
Wilmington, NC 28401
(910) 762-8581

Contact Us

Advertise with WWAY
Employment

FCC Public Filing
FCC EEO Report
FCC 398 Report

WWAY Blogs

News Weather

Local News Weather Center
State News Daily Weather Report
Sports StormTrack 3 Radar
Health Watch Hurricanes101

Severe Weather
Good Morning Carolina. Closings & Delays
TroubleShooters
Fugitive Files
Traffic Command
Gas Prices
NC Lottery

Features

Half-Off Thursday
Drug-Free America
Green Begins With Me
Explore With George
Randy To The Rescue
The Rant

Your Home Town

Kitchen Cops
Kitchen Scoop

Community

Community Calendar
Pet Pals )
What's Happening

7/12/13 9:01 AM

Programming

Watch ABC TV Shows
Local ABC TV
Schedule

Good Morning Carolina
Your Home Town

RTV

Copyright © 2007-2013 WWAY-TV, LLC & Morris Network Inc., All rights reserved. | Terms & Conditions | Privacy Policy | Comment Policy

http:/ /www.wwaytv3.com/2013/07/11/convicted-killer-seeks-third-trial-to-prove-innocence

Page 2 of 2

000300



